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Introduction 

^^NCE  again  there  were  more  than  three  hundred  contributors  to  the 

Report  and  much  gratitude  is  owed  to  them  all  for  taking  the  trouble 
to  send  in  their  records,  often  in  very  great  detail;  without  their  help  there 
could  be  no  Report. 

There  are  still  far  too  few  reports  of  species  nesting  in  Inner  London 
away  from  the  parks.  For  example,  only  two  Blackbird  nests  were  re¬ 
ported  in  such  a  situation  in  1967.  The  Atlas  project  currently  being 
undertaken  by  members  of  the  section  will  shed  more  light  on  the  breeding 
distribution  of  the  commoner  species,  but  will  in  no  way  reduce  or  replace 
the  need  for  adequate  recording  and  reporting  of  all  species  to  the  Recorders. 

The  Recorders  and  the  Records  Committee  would  appreciate  it  if  all 
records  of  rare  or  unusual  species,  listed  under  the  Recording  Arrangements 
on  page  10,  were  forwarded  immediately  with  full  field  notes  and  not  held 
back  until  the  end  of  the  year.  In  this  way  the  work  of  the  Records 
Committee  could  be  more  evenly  spread  throughout  the  year,  thereby 
expediting  the  publication  of  the  London  Bird  Report. 

Miss  E.  P.  Brown  resigned  as  Business  Editor  when  the  work  of  pub¬ 
lishing  the  1966  edition  was  completed.  The  thanks  of  the  Society  is 
extended  to  Miss  Brown  who  has  worked  hard  on  the  Editorial  Committee 
and  assisted  in  the  production  of  six  London  Bird  Reports.  Grateful  thanks 
are  also  due  to  C.  E.  Wheeler  who  resigned  last  year  as  Recorder  for  Kent, 
a  job  he  has  undertaken  since  1964,  and  to  Peter  Oliver  who,  due  to  business 
committments,  has  had  to  give  up  his  duties  as  Recorder  for  Middlesex  and 
Bucks. 

Roy  Sanderson  is  now  the  Business  Editor,  Peter  Grant  has  taken  over 
as  Recorder  for  Kent,  and  A.  J.  R.  Paine  as  Recorder  for  Middlesex  and 
Bucks. 
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There  are  three  papers  in  this  Report.  David  Montier  has  summarised 
the  results  of  the  Kestrel/Owl  enquiry  undertaken  by  members  of  the  section 
in  1967;  John  Gooders  has  written  of  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Swift 
in  Central  London,  and  Roy  Sanderson  has  noted  some  of  the  changes  in 
status  of  the  birds  of  Kensington  Gardens. 

Papers  for  possible  inclusion  in  next  year’s  London  Bird  Report  should 
be  submitted  as  soon  as  possible.  Regrettably  there  has  not  been  a 
“Short  Notes”  section  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  four  years  due  to  lack  of 
suitable  material.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  write  of  an  event  in  rather 
greater  detail  than  would  be  possible  in  the  systematic  list,  and  contribu¬ 
tions  will  be  most  welcome. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The  Records  Committee  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  this  Report  and  also  to  welcome  new  members  of  the  Society. 
The  Editor  is  most  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Editorial  Committee  and 
the  Records  Committee  and  especially  to  Messrs.  R.  C.  Homes  and  B.  A. 
Marsh  who  were  responsible  for  much  of  the  compilation  of  the  systematic 
list  and  to  the  Recorders.  He  also  wishes  to  thank  Mr.  K.  C.  Osborne  for 
the  cover  drawing  of  a  Red-necked  Grebe. 

Assistance  in  the  exchange  of  records  and  information  was  given  freely 
by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds,  F.  R.  Smith  (Secretary  to  the  B.B.  Rarities 
Committee),  the  officers  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  the  Essex 
Bird  Watching  and  Preservation  Society,  the  Hertfordshire  Natural 
History  Society,  the  Kent  Ornithological  Society,  the  Surrey  Bird  Club,  the 
Zoological  Society  of  London  and  the  Committee  on  Bird  Sanctuaries  in 
the  Royal  Parks.  Members  also  have  to  acknowledge  many  kindnesses 
from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  Greater  London  Council  and  the 
Croydon  Corporation. 

The  Year 

The  End  of  the  1966/67  Winter 

The  first  unusual  record  for  the  year  was  a  Waxwing  at  Mill  Hill  on 
January  2nd.  The  weather  became  increasingly  severe  during  the  first 
week,  and  over  the  weekend  7th/8th  a  south  westerly  movement  was  noted 
at  a  number  of  localities.  The  most  conspicuous  species  was  the  Lapwing, 
and  although  not  all  observers  gave  estimates  of  numbers,  counts  submitted 
totalled  some  10,000  birds.  Associated  with  the  Lapwings  was  a  small 
number  of  Golden  Plover,  and  considerable  numbers  of  Skylarks,  Field¬ 
fares  and  Redwings  were  also  reported.  On  the  7th,  27  White-fronted 
Geese  flew  W.  at  Hersham.  In  the  morning  of  the  8th,  1 7  Bewick’s  Swans 
were  seen  flying  from  N.  to  S.,  then  back  towards  the  N.W.  at  Clement 
Street,  near  Dartford,  17  wild  swans  not  specifically  identified  passed  over 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  and  17  Bewick’s  Swans  were  seen  at  Staines,  all  probably 
the  same  party.  On  the  8th  also,  two  Bearded  Tits  were  trapped  and  ringed 
at  Rye  Meads,  and  an  Avocet  was  seen  on  the  9th  at  Staines  Res.  By  the 
10th,  mild  weather  returned,  and  the  rest  of  the  winter  was  mostly  mild. 

At  the  time  of  the  wildfowl  counts  in  mid-January,  a  special  effort  was 
made  to  cover  a  number  of  localities  which  are  not  included  in  the  regular 
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monthly  counts.  Thus  on  January  15th,  the  wildfowl  count  waters  had 
3,440  Mallard  and  27  other  waters  checked  between  the  14th  and  18th, 
2,634.  The  figures  for  Pochard  were  1,683  and  533  respectively.  On  the 
15th,  the  largest  flock  of  Goosander,  76,  was  seen  at  Walton  Res.  and 
there  were  166  Wigeon  at  Staines  on  the  30th.  Other  wildfowl  records  of 
note  during  the  month  were  12  grey  geese  flying  S.W.  at  Ilford  on  the  20th, 
an  immature  Long-tailed  Duck  at  King  George  VI  Res.  from  the  22nd, 
which  stayed  until  March  18th,  a  duck  Common  Scoter  at  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.  from  January  21st  to  29th  and  a  Barnacle  Goose  at  Walton 
Res.  on  the  29th.  Numbers  of  Smew  were  still  low,  the  largest  flock 
being  33  at  Brent  Res.  on  February  12th.  The  only  record  of  Red-breasted 
Merganser  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  one  on  the  Thames  at  Long 
Reach,  Dartford  on  March  4th. 

The  largest  count  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  for  the  year  was  371  at 
Girling  Res.  on  January  15th.  There  was  an  unusual  number  of  records 
of  Red-necked  Grebes.  One  was  present  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  from 
January  1st  to  21st  and  one  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  the  30th.  But  at 
Staines  there  was  a  long  series  of  records  from  January  4th  until  the  sum¬ 
mer;  not  more  than  two  birds  were  seen  at  any  time,  but  some  observers 
considered  that  as  many  as  ten  different  birds  may  have  been  involved. 
The  only  record  of  Slavonian  Grebe  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  one  at 
Staines  Res.  on  January  11th,  but  Black-necked  Grebes  could  be  seen 
somewhere  in  the  Area  in  every  month  except  December.  The  only  diver 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  a  Red-throat  at  Sevenoaks  on  January  8th 
and  9th. 

Ruff  as  usual  in  recent  years  wintered  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  flock  being  18  on  February  25th.  There  were  also  winter  records 
from  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Beddington  and  Romford  sewage  farms.  Six 
Turnstones  at  Sevenoaks  on  January  14th  were  unusual,  and  there  was  an 
oiled  albino  Knot  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  January  8th.  Records  of 
Little  Stint  at  Swanscombe  on  January  29th  and  February  15th  suggest  that 
one  may  have  wintered  in  the  Thames  marshes. 

Greenfinches  continued  to  increase,  and  there  were  c.  1,000  at  Wrays- 
bury  on  January  21st.  Several  other  large  flocks  were  noted  and  lwc 
trapped  and  ringed  over  300  in  a  small  garden  at  Sanderstead  up  to  March 
31st.  Yet  even  this  fine  effort  was  exceeded  by  ghg  who  ringed  481  in  a 
ismall  garden  at  Weybridge  during  the  same  period.  Siskins  were  very 
common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  although  the  largest  parties 
reported  were  from  50  to  85,  ghg  succeeded  in  ringing  220  in  his  garden 
at  Weybridge  during  the  period  February  17th  to  April  12th.  Brambling 
were  also  very  common,  and  there  were  noteworthy  concentrations  at 
Clement  Street,  400  on  January  8th  and  9th,  at  Romford  S.F.,  max, 
750  on  February  18th  and  19th,  and  at  Potters  Bar,  300  on  March  5th. 
Fieldfares  were  commoner  than  in  1 966,  but  the  numbers  of  Redwings  were 
probably  only  half  those  of  Fieldfares.  Hooded  Crows  were  seen  in  five 
localities  from  January  to  April,  and  there  was  a  Short-eared  Owl  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  January  28th. 
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Spring  Movements  and  the  Breeding  Season 

The  first  summer  migrant  recorded  was  a  Willow  Warbler «e.t  Bushy 
Park  on  March  1st,  a  very  early  date  for  this  species;  a  second  Willow 
Warbler  was  seen  at  Kew  Gardens  on  March  11th,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  following  day  that  the  first  Chiffchaffs  were  recorded.  However  they 
were  widespread  before  the  end  of  the  month,  but  Willow  Warblers  not 
until  April.  The  first  Sand  Martin  and  Wheatears  were  noted  on  the  18th 
and  by  the  27th  there  were  34  Wheatears  at  Clement  Street.  Two  Fire- 
crests  were  seen  at  Kempton  Res.  on  the  18th,  one  of  which  was  trapped. 
It  proved  to  be  a  good  season  for  this  species  and  others  were  recorded  at 
Upper  Holloway  on  April  13th,  Northaw  on  April  15th  and  Hampstead 
Heath  on  May  8th.  Another  species  more  frequent  than  usual  was  the 
Ring  Ouzel,  with  records  from  1 1  localities  during  the  period  March  25th 
to  May  9th.  The  return  migration  of  Meadow  Pipits  was  particularly 
noticeable  during *the  period  March  28th  to  30th,  with  c.  150  at  Totteridge 
and  400  at  Beddington  S.F.  Other  first  dates  for  passerine  species  were 
March  31st  for  Redstart,  April  9th  for  Swallow,  April  11th  for  House 
Martin,  and  April  20th  for  Whinchat.  A  Golden  Oriole  was  identified 
in  a  garden  at  Upper  Holloway  on  May  15th  and  there  was  a  late  Hooded 
Crow  at  Blackheath  on  May  30th. 

The  spring  wader  passage  was  on  a  small  scale:  a  few  Oystercatchers; 
maximum  for  Ringed  Plover  only  c.  20  on  May  18th;  a  Turnstone  at  two 
Middx,  reservoirs  on  May  12th,  perhaps  the  same  bird;  Black-tailed 
Godwits  on  March  19th  and  April  17th;  Green  Sandpiper  maximum 
only  five;  a  Wood  Sandpiper  at  Sevenoaks  on  April  7th  the  only  record; 
Common  Sandpipers  most  frequently  reported  at  the  weekend  April 
22nd/23rd  and  May  13th/ 14th;  singles  on  April  24th  and  27th  the  only 
records  of  Greenshank;  Dunlin  scarce  inland;  only  three  records  of  Sander- 
ling ;  very  few  records  of  Ruff  after  the  departure  of  the  wintering  birds. 

The  passage  of  terns  and  gulls  was  also  disappointing  q  Common/ 
Arctic  Terns  and  Black  Terns  were  only  noted  in  small  numbers,  and  there 
were  three  records  of  Little  Tern  and  three  Little  Gulls.  A  few  other 
occurrences  in  April  and  May  warrant  mention:  a  Water  Rail  was  seen 
sitting  on  a  window  sill  of  the  Guildhall  on  April  3rd;  on  April  8th  two 
Short-eared  Owls  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  and  one  at  Belvedere;  Common 
Scoters  at  three  localities  in  the  last  week  of  April ;  a  few  Garganey  in  April 
and  May;  an  Osprey  over  the  Serpentine  in  Hyde  Park  on  May  2nd  and 
a  Montagu’s  Harrier  at  Clement  Street  on  May  14th  and  21st. 

The  Atlas  of  London’s  Birds  project,  some  details  of  which  are  given 
on  page  7,  will  it  is  hoped  greatly  improve  our  knowledge  of  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  breeding  species.  It  is  not,  however,  intended  to  replace 
general  recording  of  breeding  of  the  less  common  species  or  changing 
status  of  the  commoner  breeding  birds,  records  of  which  should  still  be  sent 
to  the  Recorders. 

Noteworthy  breeding  records  during  the  year  included  two  pairs  of 
Shoveler  in  the  Lea  Valley,  Sheldack  at  Swanscombe,  at  least  one  pair  of 
Sparrowhawks  and  possibly  two  others,  two  pairs  of  Ringed  Plover,  at  least 
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one  pair  of  Common  Sandpipers,  three  pairs  of  Herring  Gulls  in  Inner 
London,  four  pairs  of  Common  Terns  in  the  Lea  Valley,  two  pairs  of  Wry¬ 
neck,  one  pair  of  Stonechats,  two  pairs  of  Whinchats,  nine  pairs  of  Black 
Redstarts,  at  least  six  pairs  of  Grey  Wagtails  and  one  pair  of  Crossbills. 
Other  species  for  which  estimates  of  the  number  of  pairs  in  the  breeding 
season  can  be  made  are  Great  Crested  Grebe  (75),  Tufted  Duck  (150), 
Pochard  (over  30),  Little  Ringed  Plover  (43  pairs  at  24  localities  of  which 
19  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred),  Redshank  (27),  Little  Owl  (50-60), 
Kingfisher  (11).  A  paper  on  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Kestrel, 
Bam  Owl  and  Tawny  Owl  appears  at  page  81. 

Autumn  Movements  and  the  beginning  of  Winter 

The  post-breeding  season  movement  of  Lapwings  was  already  in 
evidence  at  the  beginning  of  June,  and  the  largest  number  counted  was 
830  flying  N.W.  in  three  hours  at  Clement  Street  on  June  18th.  The 
return  passage  of  other  waders  was  noticeable  by  early  July,  the  most 
interesting  record  at  that  time  being  two  Black-tailed  Godwits  at  Rainham 
on  the  2nd.  The  following  day  a  Puffin  was  seen  flying  W.  at  Ewell 
Court  Park.  The  largest  number  of  Garganey  for  the  year  was  1 1  at 
Broxbourne  G.Ps.  on  July  7th,  and  on  the  19th  and  20th,  the  first  rarity  of 
the  autumn,  a  Purple  Heron,  was  seen  at  Staines  Res.  and  Moor.  The 
peak  of  the  Black  Tern  passage  came  very  early  with  at  least  135  at  four 
reservoirs  on  July  23rd,  numbers  which  were  not  approached  during  the 
rest  of  the  passage.  On  the  same  day  the  first  Common  Scoters  of  the 
autumn  were  noted  at  Ruxley  and  Staines.  Another  B]ack-tailed  Godwit 
was  present  at  Perry  Oaks  on  five  dates  from  July  29th  to  August  12  th. 

Noteworthy  features  of  the  passage  in  August  included  a  Marsh 
Harrier  at  South  Weald  on  the  8th,  19  Whimbrel  flying  S.W.  at  Staines 
on  the  8th  and  18  S.  at  Hersham  the  following  day  (perhaps  the  same  birds) ; 
later  in  the  month  c.  25  Whimbrel  were  seen  flying  W.  at  Barrow  Green  on 
the  22nd.  On  August  10th  a  Purple  Sandpiper  was  seen  at  Old  Parkbury, 
and  on  the  12th  the  number  of  Sand  Martins  at  Staines  Res.  was  estimated 
at  7,000.  The  largest  flock  of  Common/Arctic  Terns  reported  during  the 
year  was  c.  80  at  Swanscombe  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  23rd  there  were 
35  Sandwich  Terns  at  Girling  Res.  On  September  2nd  there  were  285 
Ringed  Plover  at  Rainham. 

A  feature  of  the  autumn  passage  throughout  the  country  Was  the 
considerable  influx  of  American  birds.  Only  two  were  reported  in  our 
Area,  but  both  were  first  records,  a  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper  at  Sevenoaks 
on  September  10th  and  a  Solitary  Sandpiper  in  the  Stort  Valley  from  Roy- 
don  to  Rye  Meads  from  September  24th  to  October  9th.  There  was  a 
large  passage  of  Little  Stints  from  September  13th  to  24th  and  the  maximum 
numbers,  30  at  Perry  Oaks  on  the  15th  and  33  at  Rainham  on  the  20th  and 
21st  had  only  been  exceeded  in  our  Area  in  1960.  There  were  20  Curlew 
Sandpipers  at  Rainham  on  the  21st,  but  elsewhere  not  more  than  three. 
Rainham  also  had  during  September  a  Bar-tailed  Godwit  on  the  10th,  the 
only  Temminck’s  Stint  for  the  year  on  the  17th,  ten  Sanderling  on  the  20th 
(maximum  elsewhere  three)  a  Purple  Sandpiper  and  14  Ruffs  on  the  20th 
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and  21st  and  13  Ruffs  on  the  24th.  The  largest  flock  of  Ruffs,  however, 
was  at  Perry  Oaks,  19  on  the  22nd. 

Another  rarity  was  an  immature  White-winged  Black  Tern  at  Staines 
Res.  from  September  2nd  to  8th,  the  fifth  for  our  Area,  the  first  being  only 
in  1961.  Ten  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Staines  on  September  5th  was  the 
maximum  for  the  year.  On  the  following  day  a  Corncrake  was  seen  to  fly 
from  waste  ground  to  a  national  car  park  in  Lambeth,  and  in  rather  more 
conventional  circumstances  a  Roseate  Tern  was  seen  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 
There  were  12  Sandwich  Terns  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the  6th,  12  at 
Barn  Elms  and  ten  at  Brent  Res.  on  the  12th  and  15  flying  over  Hyde  Park 
on  the  20th.  A  Manx  Shearwater  found  dead  on  a  golf  course  at  Brook- 
mans  Park  on  September  10th  was,  no  doubt,  a  victim  (with  many  outside 
our  Area)  of  gales  earlier  in  the  month.  On  the  same  day  a  Corncrake 
was  found  freshly  dead  at  Childerditch.  A  Blue  throat  was  present  at 
Romford  S.F.  on  September  23rd  and  24th,  and  a  late  Cuckoo  at  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.  on  the  28th.  A  Merlin  was  seen  at  Addington  Park  on  September 
29th  and  another  at  Hanworth  on  October  9th.  There  was  a  long  series 
of  records  of  Little  Gulls  from  July  16th  to  December  10th,  but  they  were 
most  frequent  in  August  and  September.  The  only  Little  Terns  occurred 
on  October  1st  and  13th.  Immature  Skuas  were  seen  at  Staines  Res.  on 
October  4th  and  8th  and  at  Barn  Elms  on  the  4th.  There  were  single 
Slavonian  Grebes  at  Regent’s  Park  on  October  7th  and  at  King  George  V 
Res.  on  October  21st.  At  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  Grey  Phalarope  was  seen  on 
October  8th,  11th  and  12th  and  a  different  bird  stayed  from  the  21st  to 
28th.  Grey  Plovers  were  noted  at  Rainham  on  September  28th,  October 
6th  and  13th,  and  others  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  October  31st  and  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  November  12th.  A  Puffin  found  at  Merstham  on  October 
19th  died  later,  and  another  was  seen  on  the  Thames  near  Barn  Elms  on 
October  22nd. 

The  first  Redwings  arrived  on  October  1st,  but  departing  summer 
visitors  and  passage  migrants  were  still  much  in  evidence ;  on  the  sarne  day 
there  were  387  House  Martins  at  Thorpe,  and  at  the  same  locality  on  the. 
14th  700  Swallows  and  500  House  Martins  flying  S.  or  S.E.  The  only 
autumn  Ring  Ouzel  was  present  at  Havering  from  October  13th  to  18th. 
A  Firecrest  w^as  trapped  and  ringed  at  Thorndon  Park  on  October  7th 
and  at  the  same  locality  over  200  Redpolls  w'ere  ringed  on  the  7th  and  8th. 
There  was  a  Short-eared  Owl  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  October  19th,  a 
Purple  Sandpiper  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  October  26th  and  a  Black- 
throated  Diver  at  Hilfield  Res.  on  the  29th.  A  Snowr  Bunting  wras  seen 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  October  26th  and  there  were  records  from  six 
other  localities  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  first  arrivals  of  Fieldfares  had  been  noted  on  October  14th  but 
the  first  considerable  movement  was  not  until  November  1st.  Meanwhile 
there  were  still  stragglers  of  the  departing  migrants,  including  Swallows 
on  November  3rd  and  10th,  House  Martins  on  three  dates  in  November  and 
on  December  6th,  Sand  Martins  on  November  18th  and  22nd,  a  Willow 
Warbler  on  November  11th,  and  Chiffehaffs  on  November  18th,  December 
5th,  10th  and  13th.  There  was  a  late  Hoopoe  in  Kensington  Gardens 
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on  November  7th.  On  November  12th  the  seventh  Firecrest  for  the  year 
was  trapped  and  ringed  at  Romford  S.F. 

A  feature  of  the  winter  was  an  influx  of  Long-tailed  Ducks.  First  was 
one  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  October  28th  which  is  believed  to  have  stayed 
for  some  time,  and  there  were  others  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  from  November 
6th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  a  second  from  November  19  th  to  29th,  and 
records  on  single  dates  at  Island  Barn  Res.,  November  12th,  Walton  Res., 
November  24th  and  King  George  V  Res.  on  November  25th.  Other 
November  records  of  interest  were:  a  Great  Northern  Diver  at  Staines 
Res.  from  November  7th  to  30th  and  another  at  Hilfield  Res.  on  November 
11th  which  was  still  present  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  the  largest  flock  of 
Cormorants  91  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  November  12th;  a  Little  Auk 
at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  November  20th;  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Staines  on  November  23rd  which  stayed  until  December  16th,  and  one  at 
King  George  V  Res.  on  November  25th.  The  totals  of  Shoveler  for  the 
wildfowl  count  localities  in  October,  277,  and  November,  171,  were  the 
highest  for  these  months  since  counts  began  in  1947. 

A  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Staines  Res.  on  December  2nd  was  only  the 
third  record  for  the  London  Area  since  1900.  On  the  following  day  60 
Pintail  on  flooded  meadows  at  Rainham  marsh  was  exceptional  for  our 
Area,  though  not  for  the  Thames  estuary  outside  our  Area.  A  short  cold 
spell  developed  on  December  6th  and  there  were  heavy  snowfalls  on  the 
8th  and  9th,  but  milder  conditions  with  a  rapid  thaw  returned  on  the  1 1th. 
This  severe  weather  seems  to  have  caused  more  inconvenience  to  London 
commuters  than  to  birds,  but  there  was  a  movement  of  Lapwings  on  the 
!9th  and  10th,  some  3,500  being  counted  at  12  localities;  on  the  10th  there 
was  a  flock  of  1,050  Tufted  Duck  and  two  Whooper  Swans  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  and  on  the  11th  30  Grey  Geese  flew  over  Leytonstone,  two  Bewick’s 
Swans  were  seen  at  Brent  Res.  and  a  Woodcock  flew  over  Kensington 
Gardens.  A  few  other  December  records  merit  comment;  a  Knot  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  December  2nd;  a  Merlin  at  Wandsworth  on  the 
16th;  a  White-fronted  Goose  and  836  Pochard  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  17th; 
two  Waxwings  at  Mill  Hill  on  the  23rd;  c.  1,000  Dunlin  at  Littlebrook  on 
the  24th ;  wintering  Ruff  at  Perry  Oaks  reached  a  peak  of  20  on  the  26th ; 
nine  White-fronted  Geese  flying  N.W.  over  the  London  Zoo  on  the  30th; 
finally  on  the  31st,  a  Spotted  Crake  was  identified  at  Hilfield  Res. 


Research  Projects 

Atlas  of  London’s  Birds 

In  1968  the  Ornithological  Section  launched  a  project  that  will  in¬ 
volve  a  complete  survey  of  the  summer  distribution  of  breeding  birds  in 
the  London  Area.  It  is  being  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  B.T.O. 
Atlas  Project  and  our  records  will  be  made  available  to  them.  Our  plans, 
however,  are  for  a  more  detailed  survey  with  the  object,  eventually,  of 
producing  our  own  maps  of  breeding  distribution  throughout  the  Society’s 
Area. 
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It  is  an  ambitious  scheme  that  is  likely  to  take  about  five  years  to  com¬ 
plete.  The  resulting  distribution  maps,  provided  complete  coverage  is 
obtained,  will  add  an  enormous  amount  to  our  present  knowledge  of 
London’s  breeding  birds.  They  will  also  form  a  valuable  record  for  the 
future.  This  Area  is  subject  to  continual  pressure  of  suburban  develop¬ 
ment,  clearance  of  wasteland  and  the  filling  in  of  open  spaces,  all  of  which 
affect  the  habitat  of  breeding  birds.  Such  pressures  will  undoubtedly 
continue  and  distribution  maps  prepared  about  the  year  1970  should  be  of 
great  interest  and  value  in,  say,  30  years’  time.  Consider  how  much  one 
would  value  such  maps  today  if  they  had  been  prepared  during  the  1930’s. 
Another  important  aspect  is  that  they  should  highlight  the  species  for  which 
special  conservation  measures  may  be  required. 

Having  decided  on  a  detailed  examination  of  our  area,  it  was  essential 
that  we  chose  a  larger  scale  for  the  maps  than  the  1 0  kilometer  square  being 
used  for  the  national  survey  and  we  have,  therefore,  chosen  the  tetrad 
as  the  basic  recording  unit.  The  tetrad  is  a  2  x  2  km.  sq.  formed  by  the 
even  numbered  lines  of  the  National  Grid  and  there  are  25  in  each  10  km.  sq. 
The  20  mile  radius  circle  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  contains  856 
tetrads.  Some  parts  towards  the  edge  of  the  circle  are  being  covered  by 
neighbouring  Societies.  Hertfordshire,  for  example,  is  also  being  sur¬ 
veyed  in  tetrads  and  other  Societies  have  kindly  agreed  to  assist  us  by 
arranging  coverage  of  the  overlapping  areas  on  this  basis.  Nevertheless 
this  still  leaves  plenty  of  work  for  our  own  members.  A  good  start  has  been 
made  in  1968,  but  we  are  anxious  to  enlist  more  help  for  1969.  Not  only 
would  we  welcome  observers  who  wish  to  cover  their  own  localities,  but 
also  those  who  would  be  prepared  to  travel  to  districts  where  we  are 
seriously  undermanned. 

The  records  required  are  based  on  the  presence  or  absence  of  birds  in 
each  tetrad.  In  deciding  whether  a  species  is  likely  to  be  breeding  or  not 
in  any  locality,  we  are  following  exactly  the  method  applied  by  the  B.T.O. 
Each  species  can  be  recorded  under  one  of  three  categories  depending  on 
the  evidence  obtained: 

1 .  Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  a  possible  nesting  habitat. 

2.  Possibly  breeding — i.e.  singing  male  or  nest  building. 

3.  Proved  to  be  breeding — i.e.  nest  found  or  recently  fledged  young. 

Only  one  record  of  each  species  is  required  for  each  tetrad,  but  we  should 
obviously  aim  to  establish  as  many  species  in  the  third  category  as  possible. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  all  those  who  have  already  taken  part  in  the 
scheme  and  hope  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  continue  with  their  support. 
All  further  offers  of  help  should  be  addressed  to  P.  J.  Sellar,  2 1  Essex  Park, 
N.3.  The  records  are  being  collected  by  David  Montier,  6  Cloonmore 
Avenue,  Orpington,  Kent. 

Black  Redstart 

Bryan  Meadows  is  continuing  his  enquiry'  into  the  current  status  of 
this  species.  It  suffered  the  loss  of  suitable  breeding  habitats  by  the 
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re-development  of  the  bombed  sites  and  this  survey  is  investigating  the  colon¬ 
ization  of  alternative  areas.  All  records  should  be  sent  to  the  organizer  at: 

20  Bell  Lane,  Broxbourne,  Herts. 

House  Martin 

This  is  an  enquiry  into  the  inner  breeding  limits  of  this  species.  A 
paper  appeared  in  the  L.B.R.  31  for  1966,  but  further  reports  are  still 
requested  for  an  area  within  a  circle  of  10  miles’  radius  from  St.  Paul’s. 
All  records  are  needed  of  birds  frequenting  possible  breeding  sites  within 
this  range,  with  particular  emphasis  on  maximum  numbers  seen  at  one 
time  in  May  and  June.  The  number  of  nests  should  be  given  with  details 
of  occupation  when  possible  and  reports  of  new  colonies  being  established 
would  be  valuable.  Please  get  in  touch  with  the  organizer: 

J.  Gooders,  35  Brodrick  Road,  S.W.17. 

Gull  roosts  and  fly-lines 

An  enquiry  into  gull  roosts  and  fly  lines  is  being  organized  for  this 
winter  (1968/69).  Offers  of  help  to  count  gulls  at  roosts  will  be  welcomed 
by  the  organizer,  Bryan  Sage,  but  it  is  hoped  that  ALL  members  will 
report  any  parties  of  gulls  they  see  flying  to  and  from  their  roosts.  Full 
details  (date,  time,  map  reference  of  observation  point,  approximate 
numbers,  and  species)  should  be  sent  to: 

Bryan  Sage,  13,  Dugdale  Hill  Lane,  Potters  Bar,  Herts. 


Recording  Arrangements 

XHE.  Society’s  Area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  recorders  welcome  records  from  members 
and  non-members.  It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the 
following  points  are  observed. 

1.  Please  enter  records  on  the  Society’s  record  sheets,  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  recorders,  in  Wetmore  Order  (as  used  in  the  London 
Bird  Report).  Use  separate  sheets  for  each  county  (except  Bucks  to  be 
included  with  Middlesex)  and  for  Inner  London,  and  send  them  to  the 
appropriate  address  below,  in  July  for  the  period  January  to  June 
and  the  beginning  of  January  for  July  to  December.  Please  give 
locality  names  accurately  with  map  reference  in  any  difficult  or  doubt¬ 
ful  case. 

2.  Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  all  species  indicated  below.  It 
would  greatly  assist  the  recorders  if  these  supporting  notes  were  written 
on  separate  sheets  of  paper  for  each  species  and  attached  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  record  sheet.  If  the  species  is  one  which  should  be  considered  by 
the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds,  Vol.  59, 
No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305)  please  submit  your  notes  to  that 
Committee  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising 
him  that  the  record  has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit 
your  record  sheets. 
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All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

All  Divers 

Grebes  other  than  Great  Crested  and 
Little 

All  Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 

Herons  other  than  Common  Heron 
All  Bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 
All  Geese 

Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  Crakes,  except  Water  Rail, 
Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence, 
and  in  addition  Whimbrel,  God- 
wits,  Wood  Sandpiper,  Spotted 
Redshank,  Temminck’s  Stint, 
Phalaropes 


All  Skuas 

All  Gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous  Gull,  Iceland 
Gull,  Little  Gull  and  Kittiwake 
Terns  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  Auks 

Long-eared  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl 
Wryneck 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular  haunts 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  Warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other  than 
petrosus  (Rock  Pipit) 

White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  mutants  of  Motacilla  jlaia 
other  than  typical  flaiissima  ( Y ellow 
Wagtail) 

Waxwing 

Shrikes  other  than  Red-backed  Shrike 
Twite,  Crossbill,  Cirl  Bunting,  Lap- 
land  Bunting,  Snow  Bunting 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not 
only  of  readers  today  but  also  of  those  who  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the 
future,  all  of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely 
on  correct  identification  supported  by  evidence. 

The  Records  Committee  wish  to  thank  all  who  already  send  in  records 
and  invite  those  who  have  not  contributed  to  do  so,  thereby  helping  to  make 
the  L.B.R.  a  comprehensive  account  of  the  ornithology  of  London. 


Recorders 

Inner  London  ... 

...  A.  D.  Tomlins,  29  Gerard  Road,  Barnes, 
S.W.13. 

North  of  the  Thames  . . . 

c/o  B.  L.  Sage,  13  Dugdale  Hill  Lane, 
Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

Bucks,  and  Middx. 

...  A.  J.  R.  Paine 

Essex 

...  B.  S.  Meadows 

Herts. 

...  B.  L.  Sage 

Surrey 

B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 
Kingston  Vale,  S.W.15. 

Kent 

P.  J.  Grant,  120  Edward  Street,  New 
Cross,  S.E.14. 

NOTE:  Records  from  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in 
the  county  bordering  the  river  to  the  South,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 
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Instructions  for  Contributors  of  Papers 

Papers  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area  should  be 
submitted  to  R.  F.  Sanderson,  106  Dugdale  Hill  Lane,  Potters  Bar,  Herts, 
not  later  than  the  end  of  February  if  they  are  to  be  considered  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  same  year,  but  it  would  be  of  assistance  if  details  could  be  given  in 
advance.  They  should  be  typed  if  possible  with  double  spacing  and  a 
wide  margin,  on  one  side  only  of  quarto  paper. 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  headings  or  sub¬ 
headings.  References  should  be  listed  at  the  end,  in  alphabetical  order  of 
author’s  names,  in  the  following  standard  form: — 

LACK,  D.  (1953).  Life  of  the  Robin.  London. 

MEADOWS,  B.  S.  (1961).  The  Gull  Roosts  of  the  Lea  Valley 
Reservoirs.  London  Bird  Report,  25  for  1960,  56-60. 

The  corresponding  references  in  the  text  would  be  (Lack,  1953)  and 
(Meadows,  1961). 

Line  drawings  should  be  submitted  separately,  in  Indian  ink  on  thick 
white  paper  or  card,  preferably  2  x  or  3  x  the  size  finally  intended.  Any 
lettering  must  be  large  enough  to  be  clear  when  reduced,  and  all  lines 
must  be  solid  black,  not  pale  or  imperfect.  Legends  should  be  typed 
separately  as  they  will  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  authors  for  scrutiny,  but  only  essential 
corrections  can  be  made  at  that  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  will  be  supplied  on  request. 
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G.  Hinchon  (GHn) 

H.  McK.  Butcher 

Mrs.  C.  Edwards 

R.  Hoadley 

R.  Buxton  (RBn) 

R.  C.  Edwards 

D.  R.  Hodge 

R.  W.  Byrne 

P.  E.  Feltham 

A.  J.  Holcombe 

Mrs.  P.  Byron  (pBy) 

M.  Fitch 

A.  Holliman 

H.  B.  Camplin 

J.  Fitzpatrick 

M.  A.  Hollingworth 

R,  W.  Carter 

P.  C.  Follett 

R.  Holmes  (rhs) 

J.  Cassidy  (jcy) 

Miss  K.  G.  Fott 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

R.  P.  Chainey 

R.  H.  B.  Forster 

R.  C.  Homes 

A.  G.  Channer 

E.  M.  Forsyth  (EMFh) 

J.  H.  M.  Horne 

D.  R.  Chapman  (DRCm) 

E.  W.  Forty 

G.  Horslev 

E.  A.  Chapman 

J.  G.  Francis 

J.  Houston  (jHn) 

G.  M.  Chapman 

H.  J.  Freeman 

R.  E.  Howlett 

D.  A.  Christie 

M.  S.  Freeman 

E.  Hubberd 

Miss M.C.  L. Christopher  Mrs.  E.  M.  Fuller 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hubberd 

G.  Clark 

D.  J.  Garbutt 

Mrs.  B.  Hulbert 

M.  B.  Clark 

A.  J.  Gaston 

R.  J.  J.  Hunt 

C.  R.  A.  Clegg 

H.  T.  Gatley 

M.  Hutcheson 

P.  Clifford-Smith 

R.  W.  George 

A.  J.  Hyne  (AjHe) 

M.  Coath 

E.  H.  Gillham 

M.  P.  Ingram 

B.  Coleman 

T.  W.  Gladwin 

W.  R.  Ingram 

R.  K.  Coles 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 

H.  Ison-Porter 

P.  R.  Colston 

H.  Goldsmith 

N.  J.  Iunguis 

R.  M.  Cook 

x\.  E.  Goodall 

J.  Jack 

B.  E.  Cooper 

J.  Gooders 

T.  James 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

D.  Goodwin 

W.  G.  James 

R.  E.  Coward 

Miss  E.  M.  Goom 

P.  H.  Jenkin 

M.  J.  Cowlard  (Mjcd) 

G.  C.  Gore 

I.  G.  Johnson 

Dr.  S.  Cox 

R.  C.  Gore  (RCGe) 

F.  H.  Jones 

Miss  D.  R.  Crofts 

P.  Graham 

K.  R.  Jones 

Miss  G.  M.  Crofts  (gmcs)P.  J.  Grant 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Jones 

S.  E.  Crooks 

A.  Grasemann 

G.  Jones- Walters 

J.  Crudass 

R.  C.  Green 

M.  L,  Jukes 

W.  J.  Darter 

V.  A.  Green 

A.  Kavanagh 

L.  J.  Davenport 

H.  F.  Greenfield 

A.  S.  Keith 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Dawe 

S.  Greenwood 

Miss  M.  Kennedy 

E.  J.  Dawson 

G.  H.  Gush 

B.  D.  Kershaw 

M.  K.  Dennis 

J.  M.  Harrison 

R.  H.  Kettle 

R.  D.  Devine 

J.  G.  Harrison 

B.  Kiddle 

R.  A.  Dewey 

J.  P.  Harrold 

W.  H.  C.  Kingham 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Dougall 

J.  E.  Harvey 

P.  Kinnear 

H.  C.  Dunk 

D.  W.  Hatton 

M.  B.  Kirkman 

C.  K.  Dunkley 

R.  W.  Hayman 

W.  N.  Landells 

R.  E.  Durman 

J.  Hemmings 

Airs.  Y.  AI.  Laver 

P.  R.  Dwyer 

L.  G.  Hemmings 

R.  F.  Leighton 

P.  A.  M.  Dyer 

J.  Henderson  (jHn) 

F.  H.  Leonard 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Earl 

K.  J.  Herber 

Aliss  A.  Lightfoot 

CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  SYSTEMATIC  LIST 
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J.  Lines 

Littlebrook  Orn.  Club 

(loc) 

Dr.  G.  Llewellyn 
R.  L.  Longland 
P.  B.  Lowe 
J.  D.  Magee 

I.  G.  Manklow 

L.  B.  Mansen 

M.  Marney  (MMy) 

B.  A.  Marsh 

N.  Marshall 

F.  F.  B.  Martin 

J.  H.  N.  Mason 

A.  May  (AMy) 

F.  G.  McColl 

Mrs.  A.  Y.  McPeake 

J.  Mead 

B.  S.  Meadows  (bsms) 
M.  Meadows 

W.  G.  Meadows 
H.  P.  Medhurst 

O.  J.  Merne 
A.  Millard 

A.  B.  M.  Mills 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier 
Mrs.  A.  Mord  (AMd) 

A.  J.  Morris 

J.  E.  G.  Morris 

P.  Moxey 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 
M.  Munro  (mmo) 

T.  J.  Murch 

FI.  Murray 

J.  A.  Murray 

A.  F.  Mussellwhite 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Mussellwhite 
R.  J.  Newton 

K.  Noble 

P.  M.  North 
G.  A.  Nurse 

J.  Oakshott 
W.  M.  Ogle 

C.  Ogston 
P.  J.  Oliver 

Sir  C.  O’Neill  (con) 

K.  C.  Osborne 


A.  Paine  P.  J.  Strangeman  (pjsn) 

K.  H.  Palmer  B.  J.  Summerfield 

A.  G.  Parker  Dr.  M.  P.  Taylor 

D.  Parr  Dr.  M.  Thain 

Mrs.  E.  Parrinder  (EPr)  J.  O.  Thornton 


G.  H.  F.  Parsons 
Mrs.  E.  Peal 
R.  E.  F.  Peal 
M.  Pearce 

E.  G.  Pedler 

F.  J.  Pedler 

Dr.  T.  N.  D.  Peet 
D.  G.  Pegram 

R.  W.  Peters 
M.  Plater  (MPr) 

S.  R.  Pomeroy 
A.  D.  Prowse 
D.  M.  Putman 
F.  C.  Reeves 

T.  J.  Richardson 
F.  Riley 

I.  S.  Robertson 


A.  D.  Tomlins 

D.  Tomlinson 
R.  Tomlinson 
F.  R.  Trevett 
R.  F.  Turney 

Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

E.  D.  Urquhart 
E.  Venis 

C.  M.  Veysey 

D.  I.  M.  Wallace 
J.  Ward 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 
R.  B.  Warren 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Washer 
D.  Washington 
A.  Watson  (AWn) 

W.  H.  Watton 


Romford  Ringing  Station  B.  R.  Watts 

(rrs)  J.  A.  Webb.(jAwb) 


M.  N.  Rossor 
A.  Rothermel 
I.  Rowe 

P.  F.  C.  Rumsey 
Rye  Meads  Ringing 


M.  J.  Wells 
C.  W.  Westwood 
J.  J.  Wheatley 
C.  A.  White 
R.  V.  White 


Group  (rmrg)k  p  Whitehorn 

B.  L.  Sage 
J.  A.  Sage 
R.  F.  Sanderson 


Dr.  E.  M.  Sawdon 
Miss  E.  M.  Sheen 
J.  W.  Shillidy 
A.  P.  Simes 
L.  M.  Simmonds 
T.  R.  Smeeton 
D.  A.  Smith 
J.  E.  Smith 
J.  T.  Smith 
R.  E.  Smith 
P.  M.  Solly 
Miss  K.  Springett 
R.  St.  John 
Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 
C.  E.  Storey 


J.  P.  Widgery 
R.  P.  Widgery 
A.  Wilkins 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 
P.  Wilkinson 
J.  W.  Williamson 
W.  H.  D.  Wince 
D.  Withington  (Dwn) 

V.  Wodehouse 

A.  M.  Wood 

J.  H.  Wood 

A.  D.  Woodfield 

J.  A.  Wright 

Dr.  R.  B.  Wright  (rbwi) 

D.  W.  Yalden 

R.  H.  D.  Young 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1967 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILE'S  OF 

ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

’T'HIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “Check-List  of 

1  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore 
classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List 
where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are 
those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in 
January,  1953  ( B.B. ,  46:1). 

All  records  are  for  1967  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer  (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose 
name(s)  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  1 1 . 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated 
by  their  initials,  viz.: — E  =  Essex;  H  =  Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B  =  Bucks.; 
K=Kent;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are  partly  in 
Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are  published  under  Essex, 
following  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Glegg  in  his  histories  of  the  birds 
of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935).  The  following  abbreviations  are 
also  used: — B.B.  =  British  Birds  magazine;  E.B.R.  =  Essex  Bird  Report; 
L.B.R.  =  London  Bird  Report;  G.P.  =  gravel  pit;  Res.  =  reservoir,  S.F.= 
sewage  farm;  S.P.  =  sandpit;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.,  are  used  for  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the  general  direction 
of  flight ;  mo  =  many  observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full 
appreciation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species 
is  intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  and  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of  the  L.B.R.  is 
recommended. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  29th  (bls). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  1 1th  to  end  of  year  (bls). 

M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  one  from  Nov.  7th  to  30th 
(rwb,  cww  et  al.). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  Jan.  8th-9th  (jgh,  jmh). 
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5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Early  in  1967  the  large  concentration  which  had  been  present  at 
Girling  Res.  at  the  end  of  1966  increased  to  371  on  Jan.  15th  at  a 
time  when  no  other  reservoir  had  more  than  54.  In  the  autumn 
and  early  winter  the  biggest  count  was  one  of  174  at  Walthamstow 
Res.  on  Dec.  17th,  and  numbers  at  the  wildfowl  count  localities 
showed  little  difference  from  those  in  the  previous  year,  the  total 
reaching  865  compared  with  88 1 .  The  highest  numbers,  however, 
came  after  the  turn  of  the  year. 

Pairs  in  spring,  most  of  which  at  least  attempted  breeding,  are  given 
below: — 

E  Dagenham  G.P.  (1),  Hainault  (1),  Nazeing  (3),  Ockendon  G.P.  (1), 
Rainham  (1),  Walthamstow  Res.  (17),  Wanstead  Basin  (1). 

H  Aldenham  Res.  (1),  Broxbourne  G.Ps.  (3),  Old  Parkbury  (1),  Rye 
Meads  and  gravel  pit  (3),  Springwell  G.P.  (2). 

M  Moorhall  G.P.  (1),  Poyle  G.P.  (2),  Savehay  G.P.  (3  young),  Stanwell- 
moor  G.P.  (1). 

K  Darenth  G.P.  (1-2),  Horton  Kirby  (2),  Lullingstone  G.P.  (1), 
Ruxley  G.P.  (3),  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (5),  Stone  (1  pair  in  July),  Sund- 
ridge  G.P.  (2),  Sutton-at-Hone  G.P.  (4). 

5  Gatton  Park  (5),  New  Lines  Pond,  Addlestone  (1),  Norwood  Lake  (1), 
Richmond  Park  (2),  Thorpe  G.P.  (up  to  6  pairs  in  May),  Wimbledon 
Park  Lake  (1). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (jf)  and  17th  (jce).  King  George  V 
and  Walthamstow  reservoirs,  one  from  Nov.  4th  to  Dec.  30th  (jf,  reh). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  still  in  summer  plumage  from  Oct.  6th  to  27th 

(gea). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  from  July  22nd  to  Sept.  7th  (dp)  seems  very 
likely  to  have  been  the  bird  last  seen  at  Staines  on  July  2nd.  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  on  five  dates  from  Jan.  1st  to  21st  (rwb,  beg,  mg, 
pjo),  on  May  7th  (mg),  Sept.  7th  (beg)  and  Nov.  12th  (cww). 
Staines  Res.,  there  was  a  unique  series  of  records  and  the  observers 
mainly  responsible  consider  that  they  well  may  have  involved  up  to 
ten  different  birds.  One  on  Jan.  4th,  5th,  7th,  18th,  22nd,  28th, 
two  on  Feb.  4th,  5th,  11th,  12th,  18th,  19th,  26th  and  one  on  some 
intervening  dates;  one  on  many  dates  in  March  changed  into  full 
summer  plumage  and  was  last  seen  on  Apr.  4th  but  another  arrived 
that  day  and  stayed  until  the  13th.  Another  seen  on  Apr.  18th  was 
still  in  first  summer  plumage  and  stayed  until  the  19th  only.  From 
May  1 0th  until  the  1 3th  there  was  another  apparently  different  bird, 
and  there  was  one  from  June  12th  to  20th  and  again  on  July  2nd. 
This  bird  probably  moved  to  Kempton  Res.  as  mentioned  above. 
One,  a  moulting  adult,  on  Oct.  1st  and  one  from  Nov.  22nd  to  29th 
(rwb,  cww  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (pef)  and  10th  (bam).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  30th  and  Nov.  12th  (dp). 
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7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  King  Geroge  V  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (caw).  Inner  London:  one  in  Regent's 
Park  on  Oct.  7th  (rcg). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  11th  to  17th  (jce,  jf).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (jf). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  one  in  breeding  plumage  on  May  17th  (tgb). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  from  Aug.  28th  to  29th  and  one  on  Sept.  7th 
(cww)  and  on  Nov.  12th  (djg).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  9th  to 
18th,  when  a  second  was  seen,  and  on  Apr.  2nd;  two  on  July  3rd  and 
present  then  until  October  with  a  maximum  of  10  on  Sept.  5th: 
one  on  Nov.  6th  and  21st  (mo). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (jms)  and  one  on  Oct.  22nd 
(pfb,  trs)  .  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  15th,  two  on  Jan.  30th 
and  Mar.  12th,  three  on  Aug.  27th,  two  on  Sept.  6th  and  three  on 
Oct.  5th  and  15th  and  Nov.  12th  (dp). 

9  Little  Grebe 

The  largest  autumn  flock  recorded  was  one  of  31  at  Northfleet  G.P. 
on  Sept.  6th.  Details  follow  of  breeding  at  sites  not  mentioned  in 
L.B.R.  No.  31  for  1966. 

E  Rainham,  three  pairs  nested  on  a  gravel  pit  adjacent  to  Berwick 
Pond. 

M  Near  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  pair  reared  two  young.  Brent  Res.,  one 
pair  reared  four  young.  Harrow  School  Lake,  one  pair  reared  two 
young.  Osterley  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Near  Potters 
Bar,  probably  three  pairs  and  at  least  one  bred.  Stanwellmoor 
G.P.,  one  pair  reared  one  young. 

K  Belvedere,  one  pair.  Northfleet  G.P.,  three  pairs. 

S  New  Lines  Pond,  Addlestone,  one  pair  with  three  young.  Slyfields, 
Great  Bookham,  one  pair  bred.  Streatham,  one  was  found  dying 
in  the  High  Street  on  Apr.  17th  (ehg). 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  found  dead  on  golf  course  on  Sept.  10th  (ce 
per  twg)  . 

28  Cormorant 

Only  the  more  interesting  records  are  given: — 

M  Potters  Bar,  16  flying  N.N.W.  on  Apr.  24th  (jpw).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  six  flew  W.  on  Apr.  16th  (rcg). 

K  There  was  evidently  some  movement  in  the  Area  in  October  as 
separate  birds  arrived  at  Sevenoaks  on  Oct.  7th  and  8th  and  two  were 
flying  west  at  Stone  on  the  8th.  There  was  an  immature  bird  at 
Dartford  from  Oct.  5th  to  13th.  It  is  of  interest  in  connection  with 
these  records  that  there  was  a  down-channel  movement  at  Dungeness 
from  Oct.  4th  to  7th. 
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S  The  largest  gatherings  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  were  of  about  the 
same  size  as  usual,  though  the  peak  of  91  on  Nov.  12th  was  in  fact  a 
record  number  (pbl). 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  the  one  which  remained  from  the  wreck  of 
November,  1965  was  still  there  at  the  end  of  1967  (bsms  et  al.). 

30  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  large  increase  from  39  to  63  occupied  nests 

(JF,  AG). 

M  Kempton  Park,  not  counted.  Staines  Res.,  on  Sept.  16th  in  the 
early  evening  one  plunged  into  the  middle  of  the  reservoir  in  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  catch  fish  (cww). 

S  Gatton  Park,  four  pairs  bred  (dw). 

31  Purple  Heron 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  July  19th  (R.  J.  Johns,  E.  T.  Welland)  was  also 
seen  on  Staines  Moor  on  the  20th  (R.  PI.  Brown).  Accepted  by  the 
B.B.  Rarities  Committee. 

36  NigW  Heron 

S  Berrylands  S.F.,  the  bird  which  appeared  at  the  end  of  Dec.  1966 
was  still  there  in  June.  One,  presumably  the  same,  was  seen  in  a 
pear  tree  and  on  a  garage  roof  in  New  Malden  on  Mar.  1 1  th.  One  in 
Battersea  Park  from  Oct.  10th  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Both  proved 
to  have  escaped  from  a  London  Zoo. 

38  Bittern 

PI  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (jph)  and  on  Dec.  2nd  (jHn, 
nm),  and  26th  (jdm). 

WILDFOWL 

The  monthly  counts  in  the  winter  of  1967-68  were  hampered  by 
access  to  several  of  the  reservoirs  being  restricted  on  account  of  the 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and  in  consequence  the  totals  for 
some  months  would  have  required  too  high  a  degree  of  interpolation 
to  provide  a  valid  comparison  with  previous  years.  It  should  per¬ 
haps  be  stressed  for  the  benefit  of  anyone  collating  information  from 
county  reports  that  the  totals  do  cover  waters  that  may  be  reported 
on  in  other  county  reports  owing  to  overlap  of  the  London  Area  with 
that  of  some  county  societies,  but  it  is  important  to  maintain  the  same 
basis  for  comparison  from  year  to  year  and  duplication  is  of  course 
avoided  in  the  national  figures  collated  by  The  Wildfowl  Trust. 

Mandarin 

S  Esher,  two  workmen  reported  breeding  of  this  species  at  Claremont 
Park,  four  eggs  being  hatched  (per  dwy).  Leatherhead,  duck  on 
nest  30  feet  up  in  an  elm  tree  on  May  17th  (wri).  Painshill  Park, 
breeds  regularly  (ghg).  Stoke  d’Abernon,  pair  flew  into  an  oak 
at  dusk  on  Apr.  24th  (dp).  Breeds  in  a  number  of  localities  just 
outside  the  Area, 
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45  Mallard 

Reference  has  often  been  made  to  the  monthly  counts  being 
confined  to  the  reservoirs  and  a  sample  of  other  waters.  In 
January,  1967,  a  special  effort  was  made  to  obtain  a  wider 
coverage.  On  the  15th  the  sample  waters  had  3,440  Mallard, 
whereas  between  the  14th  and  18th  2,634  were  counted  on  27 
other  waters,  and  566  on  the  7th  on  six  more  waters. 

In  the  last  report  ( L.B.R. ,  31  for  1966)  a  marked  drop  in  num¬ 
bers  was  noted  following  a  more  gradual  decline  in  previous 
years.  Although  the  count  in  October,  1967,  was  again  very 
low,  there  was  very  little  difference  between  November,  1966 
and  1967,  and  the  incomplete  count  in  January,  1968  would 
obviously  have  shown  a  slight  increase. 

Some  large  counts  from  localities  included  in  the  special  cover  are 
given  and  also  details  of  some  breeding  concentrations : — 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  310  on  Jan.  15th.  Rye  Meads,  701  on  Sept.  16th, 
542  on  Oct.  15th  and  425  on  Nov.  18th.  St.  Albans,  379  on  Jan. 
14th. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  c.  400  on  Jan.  21st.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  maximum  440  on  Mar.  6th.  St.  James’s  Park,  384  on  Dec. 
18th.  Regent’s  Park,  45  broods. 

K  Greenwich  Park,  c.  25  pairs  hatched  c.  90  ducklings.  Sevenoaks 
G.P.,  57  hatched  314  young,  maximum  of  436  on  Oct.  28th  was  the 
highest  count  for  the  reserve. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  26-28  broods  compared  with  25  in  1966. 

46  Teal 

The  December  count  was  incomplete  but  the  average  for 
Nov.  1967  and  Jan.-Feb.  1968  was  742,  slightly  above  the  pre¬ 
vious  winter  when  the  average  for  the  four  mid-winter  months 
was  706.  Inclusion  of  December  would  probably  have  in¬ 
creased  the  rise.  The  maximum  of  1,081  on  Jan.  14th,  1968 
was  the  highest  count  since  December,  1965. 

No  breeding  records  but  the  following  notes  for  June  and  early  July 
suggest  that  one  or  two  pairs  may  have  bred  undetected: — 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  June  9th  and  five  on  17th. 

K  Ruxley,  one  on  four  dates  June- Aug.  and  10  on  Aug.  1st.  Sevenoaks 
G.P.,  up  to  four  in  June. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  juveniles  on  July  9th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res.,  two  on  June  25th. 

47  Garganey 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  from  Aug.  10th  to  26th  (jf).  Waltham 
Abbey  Marsh,  a  drake  on  May  28th  (rce). 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  1 1  on  July  7th,  three  on  Aug.  28th  and  one  present 
until  Sept.  23rd  (hpm).  Cheshunt,  a  pair  on  May  13th  (rfl). 
Maple  Cross,  two  on  Apr.  8th,  a  drake  May  7th  and  up  to  six  or 
more  in  August  (jrb,  hcd). 
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M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  8th  (igj).  In  July,  Aug.  and 
Sept,  singles  at  three  localities  and  up  to  three  at  Brent  Res. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  drake  on  Jan.  26 th  (jgfi,  jmh)  and  a  drake 
here  or  at  Sundridge  in  Mar.,  Apr.  and  July;  on  Apr.  30th  there  was 
also  a  duck  (EPr).  Ruxley,  a  duck  on  Sept.  12th  (gfam). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  a  drake  on  Aug.  9th;  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  pair 
on  July  30th  (mc). 

49  Gadwall 

E/H  In  the  Lea  Valley  there  were  many  records  of  up  to  two  birds,  and  in 
Oct.,  Nov.  and  Dec.  there  were  two  drakes  and  two  ducks  at  Cheshunt 
pits.  Elsewhere,  maximum  of  three  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Jan. 
22nd  and  single  birds  at  Old  Parkbury. 

M  Brent  Res.,  present  as  usual  in  autumn  from  Aug.  15th  to  Oct.  12th, 
maximum  13.  Staines  Moor,  three  on  Sept.  12th,  and  one  or  two 
at  three  other  localities. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  usual  release  in  late  summer  of  15  fully  grown  birds 
by  W.A.G.B.I.  The  introduced  stock  here  probably  accounted  for 
those  seen  at  Orpington  where  there  were  up  to  1 1  on  a  small  pond. 
A  young  drake,  W.A.G.B.I.  ringed,  which  was  released  at  Sevenoaks 
onAug.  18th,  1966  was  shot  near  Dunkerque,  France,  onNov.  20th,  1967. 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  maximum  28  on  Dec.  16th;  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
Godstone,  a  pair  with  two  young  at  Leigh  Place  on  July  24th  (jdm). 

50  Wigeon 

Wildfowl  count  numbers  were  again  very  low,  and  the  average 
of  the  Nov.,  Jan.  and  Feb.  counts  was  only  108.  Inclusion  of 
December,  when  the  figures  were  incomplete,  would  probably 
not  have  affected  this  figure  appreciably. 

Only  the  largest  counts  and  records  for  mid- Apr.  to  June  are  given: — 
E/H  Single  males  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Apr.  18th  and  at  Old  Parkbury 
on  Apr.  30th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  maxima  of  166  on  Jan.  30th  and  95  on  Dec.  23rd.  One 
on  June  4th. 

K  Dartford,  25  in  Long  Reach  on  Dec.  26th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  36  on  Jan.  15th.  Chiswick  Eyot,  30  on  Jan.  14th. 
Walton  Res.,  41  on  Jan.  15th. 

52  Pintail 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  60  on  flooded  water  meadows  on  Dec.  3rd  (mf)  was 
an  unprecedented  number  for  the  London  Area,  although  of  course  far 
greater  numbers  are  seen  regularly  further  down  the  Thames  estuary. 
H/M/S  A  pair  seen  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Feb.  19th  and  at  Reigate 
Priory  on  Jan.  3rd  and  13th.  Otherwise  the  only  records  for  the 
whole  Area  total  seven  of  single  birds  in  each  case. 

53  Shoveler 

Once  again  incomplete  counts  in  mid-winter  prevent  the 
calculation  of  a  winter  average,  but  the  counts  in  October 
(277)  and  November  (181)  were  the  largest  for  these  months 
since  the  counts  started  in  1947. 
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E  Lea  Valley,  up  to  25  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Girling  Res.  and 
maximum  28  there  in  Dec.,  but  36  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Oct. 
15th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  bred  but  no  young  reached 
free-flying  stage  (jf).  Waltham  Abbey  Marsh,  three  on  Apr.  16th 
and  a  pair  on  23rd.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  on  May  12th. 

H  Maximum  at  any  site  was  eight.  Two  records  in  mid-April.  Rvfe 
Aleads,  a  duck  with  seven  young  on  May  29th  (rmrg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  maximum  52  on  Feb.  19th.  Staines  Res., 
maximum  at  beginning  of  year  43  on  Jan.  15th;  a  pair  on  Apr.  17th 
and  a  drake  on  Apr.  23rd,  June  3rd  and  9th.  In  autumn,  four  on 
Aug.  14th,  31  on  the  26th  and  40  on  the  29th,  then  decreasing  until 
mid-Sept.  when  there  were  29  on  the  17th  rising  to  110  on  24th.  A 
small  drop  in  numbers  followed  but  140  again  on  Oct.  4th  with  a 
maximum  of  173  on  the  5th.  Inner  London:  several  records  in¬ 
cluding  two  pairs  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  in  April  and 
up  to  eight  birds  in  Regent’s  Park  in  October. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  maximum  of  175  on  Sept.  10th,  when  there 
were  also  41  at  Walton  Res.  On  Sept.  24th  there  were  75  at  the 
former  site  and  1 1 0  at  Staines  as  already  mentioned. 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

The  usual  provisos  as  to  origin  apply  to  the  following  records : — 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  ducks  on  July  15th,  one  staying  until  Aug. 
26th  (bls). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  in  “immaculate  plumage”  flew  in  on  Dec. 
10th  (prc)  . 

55  Scaup 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  a  duck  and  two  immatures  from  Nov.  18th  to 
30th  (jf). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  a  duck  on  Nov.  12th  and  Dec.  20th  (tgb).  Old  Park- 
bury,  a  drake  on  Feb.  5th  (ehw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  10th  (pef). 

Since  publication  of  “A  study  of  certain  Aythya  hybrids”  in  the  17th 
Report  of  The  Wildfowl  Trust  it  has  become  apparent  that  all  records 
of  Scaup  inland  are  open  to  some  suspicion  of  relating  to  hybrids 
unless  very7  full  descriptions  are  taken,  and  the  above  records  though 
believed  to  be  correct  must  be  regarded  with  this  in  mind.  More 
specifically,  there  was  a  drake  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Dec.  9th  and  10th 
wdiich  had  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  alleged  Lesser  Scaups 
that  wrere  reported  a  few  years  ago.  This  was  presumably  the  bird 
that  wTas  found  dead  on  Dec.  24th  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
critically  examined  (Ed.). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

The  winter  of  1967-68  was  an  interesting  one  for  this  species 
and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  gaps  in  the  December  and 
January  counts  prevent  calculation  of  a  valid  average  for 
comparison  with  previous  years.  Counts  in  November  were 
slightly  down  and  in  February  slightly  up,  but  there  were  very 
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high  figures  in  January,  1968.  It  is  impossible  to  rely  with 
any  confidence  on  a  figure  which  contains  16%  interpolation, 
but  if  it  were  to  be  accepted  the  total  would  have  been  6,462 
of  which  5,388  were  counted.  The  last  figure  alone  would 
have  been  the  highest  total  since  Jan.  1964,  and  the  assumed 
total  of  6,462  has  only  been  exceeded  in  the  last  twenty  years 
in  the  winter  of  1962-63,  when  there  were  6,632  in  January. 

E  River  Lea,  one  brood  at  Nazeing  and  two  near  Walthamstow  Res. 
Nazeing  G.Ps.,  five  broods.  Roydon,  one  brood  on  R.  Stort. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  15  broods. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  at  least  four  broods.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  13-16  pairs 
bred.  Maple  Cross,  31  young  seen.  Rye  Meads,  seven  broods. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  brood.  Finsbury  Park  Lake,  32  young,  probably 
seven  broods.  Harefield  Moor,  one  brood  on  R.  Colne.  Inner 
London:  St.  James’s  Park,  60  nests  on  the  island,  65  young  reaching 
the  flying  stage.  Regent’s  Park,  15  broods  and  77  young  seen. 

M/K  A  juvenile  drake  colour-ringed  at  Sevenoaks  in  Aug.  1965  was 
identified  on  the  Round  Pond  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan.  15th, 
1967. 

K  Kelsey  Park,  two  broods.  Sevenoaks,  six  pairs  May-June.  Sund- 
ridge,  one  brood.  Sutton-at-Hone,  five  broods.  Also  seen  in  breed¬ 
ing  season  at  Darenth  G.Ps.,  Lullingstone  and  Ruxley. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.^four  broods.  Esher,  one  brood  on  R.  Mole.  Gatton 
Park,  one  brood.  Richmond  Park,  three  pairs.  Thorpe  G.P.,  up 
to  six  pairs  in  spring.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  1050  on  Dec.  10th  and  760 
on  the  17th.  Walton  Res.,  incomplete  counts  of  356  on  Dec.  10th 
and  398  on  the  17th  (there  were  also  c.  700  at  Staines  oo.  the  17th). 
The  moult  gathering  at  Walton  reached  peak  numbers  from  Aug.  5th 
to  26th,  with  a  maximum  of  768  on  Aug.  12th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  two  or  three  pairs  in  May  and  June. 

57  Pochard 

In  January,  1967,  the  special  count  already  mentioned  pro¬ 
duced  533  in  addition  to  1,683  on  the  usual  waters.  The 
monthly  counts  in  the  winter  of  1967-68  suffered  the  same 
handicaps  as  for  other  species  but  interpolation  for  Pochard 
is  even  more  difficult  as  such  a  high  proportion  of  the  total  is 
usually  to  be  found  on  only  a  few  waters.  The  only  virtually 
complete  count  was  on  Nov.  12th  when  there  were  1,228, 
almost  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  November.  So 
far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  other  counts,  there  were  dis¬ 
tinctly  more  Pochard  this  winter  than  in  the  previous  one 
and  a  very  rough  guess  at  the  January,  1968  total  would  be 
about  2,500. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  ducks  with  eleven  young  seen  in  summer. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  three  pairs  summered.  Hamper  Mill,  a  pair  and 
two  young  still  being  fed  on  Oct.  6th. 
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M  Finsbury  Park,  a  duck  and  three  young  in  June.  Staines  Res.,  the  * 
peak  summer  gathering  was  63  on  July  13th;  in  winter  maximum 
rose  from  287  on  Nov.  9th  to  400+  later  in  the  month  with  peaks  of 
700  on  the  25th  and  836  on  Dec.  17th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  10  broods.  St.  James’s  Park,  nine  broods. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  600  on  Nov.  22nd  and  from  400-500  in  Dec. 
Thorpe  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  five 
pairs  on  June  10th,  and  c.  19  drakes  and  c.  17  ducks  on  the  24th. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

As  usual  it  is  doubtful  if  any  of  the  records  refer  to  wild  birds. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  15th,  Apr.  1st.  Sept.  17th,  Nov.  12th  and 
Dec.  17th  (rce,  rfl). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  16th  (aw). 

60  Goldeneye 

In  Marcia,  1968  a  monthly  count  of  107  beat  the  previous 
highest  figure  in  the  winter  of  1962-63  by  one. 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  maximum  22  on  Feb.  18th  and  up  to  20  at  end 
of  year. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  23  on  Alar.  3rd.  Staines  Res.,  maxima  of  17 
on  Mar.  12th,  18  on  Apr.  9th  and  10  on  Dec.  26th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  peak  of  1 1  on  Jan.  30th.  Walton  Res.,  maxima  of 
20  on  Feb.  19th  and  18  on  Dec.  31st. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  25th  (jf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  immature  drake  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Afar.  18th 
(rwb,  cww).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (mc)  is  believed 
to  have  stayed  for  some  time  but  no  details  have  been  received. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  6th  (bam,  jpw)  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  a  second  bird  from  Nov.  19th  to  29th  (mo).  Island  Barn  Res., 
one  on  Nov.  12th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  24th  (gj-w). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  29th  and  a  duck  on  Dec. 

9th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  drake  on  Aug.  26th  (jce,  jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  28th  (bls). 

AI  Harefield  Aloor  G.P.,  a  duck  from  Jan.  21st  to  29th  (igj).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Sept.  7th  (bec).  Staines  Res.,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  23rd  (rwb,  cww),  and  two  pairs  on  July  23rd  (cww). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  duck  on  July  23rd  (htg,  fjh)  cf.  Staines  above. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  drakes  and  three  ducks  on  Sept.  16th  (wjd). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  25th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  duck  from  Nov.  23rd  (cww)  to  Dec.  16th  (jww). 

K  Long  Reach,  Dartford,  one  on  the  Thames  on  Alar.  4th  (htg). 

70  Goosander 

Once  again  a  very  low  count.  The  only  nearly  complete  one, 
in  January,  1968,  totalled  108  which  compares  closely  with  the 
low  levels  of  previous  years  since  the  winter  of  1962-63. 
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Maxima  at  the  two  ends  of  the  year  were  c.  50  at  Staines  on  Jan.  28th 
and  35  on  Dec.  1 1th,  and  at  Walton  Res.  76  on  Jan.  15th  and  36  on 
Dec.  23rd. 

71  Smew 

The  January,  1968  figures  were  incomplete,  but  in  February 
the  count  was  only  48,  almost  exactly  the  same  as  the  low  level 
of  the  previous  winter. 

No  large  flocks  at  all,  maxima  being  c.  25  at  Staines  on  Jan.  28th  and 
18  on  Dec.  28th,  33  at  Brent  Res.  on  Feb.  12th  and  22  at  Stoke 
Newington  on  Dec.  24th.  Sevenoaks,  an  adult  duck  on  Jan.  16th 
was  the  only  unusual  record. 

73  Shelduck 

Inland,  there  were  six  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Jan.  8th  and  five, 
possibly  from  the  same  party,  at  Staines  on  the  15th.  One  was  seen 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  28th  and  at  Rye  Meads  on  Feb.  12th,  the 
only  record  in  Feb.  or  March.  There  were  three  at  Sevenoaks  on 
Jan.  27th  and  again  on  Apr.  5th.  Other  spring  records  were  of  two 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Apr.  9th  and  May  3rd,  one  at  Danson  Park 
on  Apr.  17th,  two  at  Staines  on  the  26th,  two  at  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh  on  May  7th  and  one  on  various  dates  in  April  at  Surbiton 
filter-beds.  The  only  June  record  was  of  two  at  Sevenoaks  on  the 
12th  and  it  is  tempting  to  suggest  that  these  two  may  have  been 
wandering  around  the  Area  since  early  April.  One  of  doubtful 
origin  flew  over  Flyde  Park  on  July  3rd.  The  normal  autumn 
movement  started  with  an  immature  bird  at  Brent  Res.  on  July  29th, 
after  which  there  was  a  succession  of  records  in  the  Area  of  up  to 
three  at  a  time  until  Oct.  8th,  twro  birds  staying  at  Girling  Res.  from 
Aug.  12th  to  Sept.  23rd.  Sevenoaks  had  three  again  on  Oct.  20th, 
and  from  one  to  three  were  seen  at  Walthamstow  Res.  from  Nov. 
1st  to  Dec.  30th.  The  only  other  reports  in  this  period  were  of  one 
at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  Nov.  19th  and  one  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Dec.  31st. 

On  the  Thames  estuary  there  were  more  observations  than  usual, 
probably  reflecting  greater  activity  by  the  watchers  than  by  the  birds. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  maximum  was 'c.  150  at  Swanscombe 
on  Jan.  16th.  A  pair  and  six  young  two-three  weeks  old  were  seen  at 
the  same  place  in  July.  Subsequently  flocks  reached  157  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  on  Sept.  28th,  140  at  Stone 
Marshes  on  Oct.  22nd  and  c.  150  at  Stone  Ness,  Thurrock,  on  Dec. 
2nd. 

1  Grey  Geese  sp. 

E  Ilford,  12  flying  SAV.  on  Jan.  20th  (rwbs).  Leytonstone,  30, 
probably  white-fronts,  on  Dec.  11th  (reh). 

75  Grey  Lag-Goose 

It  is  extremely  probable  that,  with  the  growing  tendency  for  this 
species  to  be  reared  in  semi-feral  conditions,  none  of  the  following 
records  concern  .genuinely  wild,  birds. 


24 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  32  FOR  1967 


M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  8th,  9th  and  27th  (lab).  Harefield  Moor 
G.P.,  two  frequently  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  (igj).  Moorhall 
G.P.,  two  throughout  the  year  (igj). 

K  Two  families  reared  at  Leigh  outside  the  L.N.H.S.  Area  moved  later 
to  Sevenoaks  and  accounted  for  a  maximum  count  of  33  there  after 
the  breeding  season. 

S  Oxted,  six  flew  in  and  away  again  at  Barrow  Green  sandpit  on  July 
19th  (ajg).  Holmethorpe  sandpit,  five  flew  south  on  Apr.  1st  (dw  . 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  17th  (mc).  Inner  London:  nine  flew  N.W. 
over  the  Zoo  on  Dec.  30th  (EMFh,  djg.  rhk). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  27  flew  W.  on  Jan.  7th  (dcb,  dp). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  grazing  with  Wigeon  on  Jan.  29th  (mc). 

82  Canada  Goose 

H  Seen  in  April,  May  or  June  at  Cheshunt,  Helicon  G.P.,  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  Troy  Mill  and  West  Hyde.  Maximum  seven  at  Hilfield  on 
June  7th. 

M  Harefield  and  Moorhall  G.Ps.,  two  pairs  bred.  Savehay  G.P.,  one 
pair  bred.  Pairs  seen  at  other  localities  but  no  proof  of  breeding. 
Staines  Res.,  12  on  June  5th  and  25  on  Sept.  3rd.  Inner  London :  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  largest  count  was  102  on  Aug.  24th. 
Two  birds  ringed  in  1955  were  still  present  at  the  end  of  1967. 
Breeding  took  place  here  (four  pairs  reared  nine  goslings),  at  Regent’s 
Park  (46  young  fledged  from  about  ten  broods,  maximum  count  120'' 
and  at  St.  James’s  Park  (three  broods,  maximum  count  58). 

K  Darenth  G.P.,  five  pairs  on  May  6th.  Sundridge  G.P.,  one  pair 
reared  seven  young,  maximum  count  146.  Sutton-at-Hone  G.P., 
one  pair  nested.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  broods  raised.  Famingham, 
30  flying  N.  on  Sept.  9th. 

S  Chertsey,  one  pair  bred  in  Botley’s  Park.  Godstone,  one  pair  bred. 
Holmethorpe  sandpit,  one  pair  nested  unsuccessfully.  Oxted,  pair 
with  young  on  Castle  Pond.  Painshill  Park,  three  pairs  bred,  an 
increase  of  one.  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  tried  to  breed  but  Mute 
Swans  interfered.  Weybridge,  flocks  of  51  and  49  flew  over  on  Aug. 
15th  and  Dec.  9th  respectively.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
five  pairs  reared  23  goslings. 

84  Mute  Swan 

Little  change  on  the  Thames  between  Putney  and  Teddington,  the 
largest  number  on  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  being  124  on  Sept. 
17th. 

H  Breeding  records  from  R.  Colne  at  Bricketwood  and  Moor  Mill,  also 
Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  Cassiobury  Park,  Cheshunt  pits,  Maple  Cross, 
Springwell  and  Waltham  Cross,  one  pair  in  each  case  except  for  two 
at  Cheshunt, 
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M  Moorhall  and  Savehay  G.Ps.,  one  pair  bred  at  each.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  nested  but  eggs  were  stolen.  Hyde  Park, 
one  bird  controlled  had  been  ringed  at  Putney  in  1965,  and  another 
had  been  originally  ringed  at  Bedford  as  a  juvenile  in  April,  1964, 
then  caught  and  released  at  Totteridge  in  Aug.  1966.  St  .James’s 
Park,  one  found  dead  in  “early  1967”  had  been  ringed  as  a  second- 
summer  bird  at  Ware,  Herts.,  in  July,  1960. 

K  Ruxley,  one  pair  tried  to  breed. 

S  Breeding  pairs  reported  from:  Barnes  Pond,  Chertsey  Meads,  Fet- 
cham  Mill  Pond,  Godstone,  Leatherhead,  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  Waddon 
Ponds  and  Weybridge,  one  pair  in  each  case  except  for  two  at 
Thorpe. 

Swan  sp. 

E  Waltham  Abbey  Marsh,  18  which  landed  and  stayed  for  45  minutes 
before  flying  off  north  on  Dec.  12th  were  probably  Whooper  Swans. 
(rce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  probable  Whooper  on  Dec.  2nd  (pab). 

85  Whooper  Swan 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  10th  (prc,  pef,  pjsn). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  adult  and  one  immature  on  Dec.  1 1th  (lab).  Staines 
Res.,  17  on  Jan.  8th  were  presumably  the  same  birds  as  had  been 
seen  earlier  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  but  without  being  specifically 
identified  (gcg). 

K  Dartford,  17  flying  N.  to  S.  at  Clement  Street  then  back  N.W.  at 
about  10.30  a.m.  on  Jan.  8th  were  again  probably  the  same  birds  as 
above  (rvw). 

91  Buzzard 

M  Potters  Bar,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (jpw).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Aug. 
12th  (cww).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  27th  cal¬ 
ling  and  moving  South  (ehw)  . 

Buzzard  sp. 

S  R.  Thames  at  Kew  Gardens,  one  high  up  and  drifting  S.S.W.  at 
14.30  hrs.  on  Jan.  8th  (mh). 

93  Sparrow  Hawk 

The  recovery  of  this  species  noted  during  the  last  two  years  is  appar¬ 
ently  continuing  but  at  a  slow  rate.  Only  one  pair  was  proved  to 
have  nested,  this  time  in  Kent,  but  a  further  two  pairs  may  have  bred 
in  Essex.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  pair  on  several  occasions  from  Mar.  7th  to  June 
11th  (er).  Thorndon  Park,  a  pair  seen  between  May  20th  and  July 
14th  were  also  reported  earlier  in  the  year  by  “locals”  (pcf)  ;  at  this 
locality  on  Oct.  12th  a  male  and  female  were  trapped  in  a  mist  net 
set  for  roosting  Pied  Wagtails  and  Reed  Buntings.  The  male 
escaped  but  the  female  was  caught  and  ringed  (pcf).  Romford 
S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  (rrs). 

H  Near  Nyn  Park,  one  on  Feb.  4th  and  Mar.  12th  (jpw).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  one  on  Mar.  5th  (bls).  South  Mimms,  one  appeared 
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frequently  in  a  garden  during  first  three  weeks  of  April  (je)  .  Colney 
Heath,  one  on  May  29th  (lkw).  Mimms  Wood,  a  male  on  June  6th 
(bls).  St.  Albans,  one  flying  south  on  Aug.  26th  (rfs).  Rickmans- 
worth,  one  on  Sept.  14th,  Nov.  28th  and  four  dates  in  Dec.  (aymcp). 
Brookmans  Park,  one  on  three  dates  in  December  (rpw). 

M  Plampstead  Heath,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (ojm)  and  Aug.  26th  (rmc;. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  21st  and  29th  (rcg). 
St.  James’s  Park,  a  female  seen  on  single  dates  in  January,  April, 
June  and  July  was  probably  the  bird  found  dead  on  the  Duck  Island 
on  July  26th  (am). 

K  One  pair  bred  almost  certainly  successfully  on  a  private  estate.  At 
least  one  bird  remained  to  the  end  of  the  year  (pmw)  . 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  female  on  Jan.  8th  (mh).  Leatherhead,  one  on 
Apr.  1st  (tlb).  Weybridge,  a  female  hunting  in  Cavendish  Road 
on  Feb.  18th  and  Apr.  29th,  and  a  male  capturing  a  Greenfinch  on 
July  6th  at  the  same  locality  (ghg).  Purley,  one  on  July  15th  (rd). 
Richmond  Park,  one  on  July  23rd  (ces). 

99  Marsh  Harrier 

E  South  Weald,  a  female  or  immature  on  Aug.  8th  (jts)  . 

102  Montagu’s  Harrier 

K  Clement  Street,  a  female  on  May  14th  and  21st  (rvw). 

Harrier  sp. 

K  Death  Hill  near  Farningham,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (dt). 

103  Osprey 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  soaring  for  fifteen  minutes  over  the 
Serpentine  at  1400  hrs.  on  May  2nd  (cfp,  rfs,  jpw). 

104  Hobby 

M  Osterley  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  17th  (caw).  Kempton  Res.,  a 
female  on  Apr.  29th  (dp).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  on  Aug. 
19th  (mc)  and  one  on  Aug.  24th  (Mjcd).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  (Mjcd). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  south  on  Aug.  4th  (rpw). 

K  Hosey  Common,  one  on  May  29th  (rvw).  Near  Limpsfield  Chart 
but  in  Kent,  one  on  June  3rd  (kco).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  26th, 
July  17th  and  Sept.  22nd  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Weybridge,  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  flew  off  N.W.  (ghg).  Near  Walton 
Station,  one  on  June  13th,  15th  and  20th  (jas).  Barrow  Green, 
one  on  July  5th,  10th,  14th  and  Aug.  19th  (ajg).  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  Res.,  one  on  July  16th  (mc).  Thorpe  G.P.,  pair  circling  and 
diving  at  Swallows  on  July  2nd  (ghg).  Oxshott,  one  on  Aug.  20th 
(jdm).  Brooklands,  one  flying  S.E.  on  Sept.  7th  (co). 

107  Merlin 

M  Hanworth,  one  flying  S.S.W.  on  Oct.  9th  (rwb). 

S  Addington  Park,  one  heading  N.E.  on  Sept.  29th  (sdh).  Wands¬ 
worth,  a  female  on  Dec.  16th  (dac). 
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110  Kestrel 

See  the  paper  on  the  breeding  distribution  on  page  81. 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Chigwell,  one  adult  and  five  young  on  July  10th  (kn).  Fairlop 
G.P.,  five  pairs  nested  successfully  (acp).  North  Ockenden,  one 
pair  in  spring  (mja).  Redbridge,  three  on  May  12  th  (reh). 

H  Shenley-Ridge,  two  to  three  pairs  (ask).  Broxbourne  Pits,  at  least 
one  pair  bred  (hpm). 

M  Down  Barnes  Farm,  bred;  15  young  seen  (igj).  Near  Potters  Bar, 
one  on  Apr.  1st  (jpw).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  pairs  (cww).  Staines 
Moor,  one  pair  (cww).  Poyle  G.P.,  one  pair  (cww). 

K  'North  of  Westerham,  two  on  Apr.  9th  (hfg).  Ruxley,  one  on  May 
2nd  (gfam).  Southfleet,  one  on  May  28th  (afm,  bfm).  Swans- 
combe,  seen  “in  breeding  season”  (khp).  Littlebrook,  one  pair  bred 
(htg).  Farningham,  one  on  June  21st  (dt). 

S  Wey  Manor  Farm,  one  pair  on  June  10th  (ghg).  Beddington  S.F., 
c.  15  on  Aug.  15th  (ajh). 

116  Partridge 

Amongst  the  records  of  this  usually  neglected  species  come  two  reports 
of  a  decrease,  both  from  Essex.  Reported  as  decreased  remarkably 
at  Romford  S.F.;  up  to  five  birds  were  noted  until  mid  June  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (rrs).  At  North  Weald  where  ten  to  twelve 
pairs  were  regular  in  recent  years  none  were  recorded  at  all  (bmeu). 
Any  information  on  trends  in  the  population  of  this  species  would  be 
welcomed  by  the  recorders. 

117  Quail 

K  Horton  Kirby,  one  calling  on  June  4th;  Eynsford,  two  calling  on 
June  11th;  Clement  Street,  one  calling  on  June  3rd  and  two  on 
June  20th  (rvw). 

At  Clement  Street  according  to  the  local  farmer  one  to  four  birds 
had  called  annually  for  the  last  ten  to  twenty  years  (rvw). 

120  Water  Rail 

Reported  frequently  in  the  periods  from  January  to  April  17th  and 
September  17th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  maximum  at  any  locality 
being  six.  Records  from  built-up  areas  and  at  other  times  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  one  sitting  on  a  windowsill  of  the  Guildhall  on  Apr. 
3rd  (mlj). 

S  Brixton,  one  found  alive  on  Apr.  17th  was  taken  to  St.  James’s  Park 
and  released  (ehg).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  or  two  from  June  15th 
to  18th  (prc,  adp).  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  seen  regularly  from  Apr. 
23rd  to  June  20th;  two  on  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  9th  (ghg). 

121  Spotted  Crake 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (bls).  Satisfactory  details  have 
been  received. 
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125  Corncrake 

E  Childerditch,  one  found  freshly  dead  on  road  on  Sept.  10th  (mt). 

S  Inner  London:  Lambeth,  one  on  Sept.  6th  flew  from  waste  ground 
to  the  National  car  park  by  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  (RBWt). 

126  Moorhen 

A  minimum  of  26  pairs  bred  at  five  localities  in  Inner  London  and 
by  December  numbers  totalled  49  in  St.  James’s  Park  (ghg)  and 
over  50  in  Regent’s  Park  (rcg).  Counts  of  around  100  were  made 
at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan.  7th  (rmrg)  and  near  Godstone  Town  Pond 
on  Dec.  28th  (RGBy) .  At  Maple  Cross  over  150  were  present  on 
Jan.  14th  (igj)  and  c.  200  on  Dec.  17th  (krj). 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (jf,  reh).  Girling  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  29th  and  Aug.  26th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  19th 

(KBt). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  and  29th  (bls,  ehw) .  Rye 
Meads,  one  on  May  29th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (rwb).  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  7th 
(lab).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  9th  and  11th  and  on  Nov. 
11th  (cww) .  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (mc).  Mill 
Hill,  one  heard  after  dawn  on  Dec.  10th  (ehw). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (aw). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  16th  and  one  flying  South  on  Aug.  13th 
(co).  Inner  London:  R.  Thames  near  Battersea  Church,  one  flew 
across  to  Fulham  shore  on  Dec.  4th  (rhs). 

133  Lapwing 

The  snow  which  fell  during  the  first  week  of  the  year  brought  about  a 
considerable  south  westerly  movement  covering  all  parts  of  the  Area 
over  the  weekend  of  Jan.  7th  and  8th.  Not  all  observers  took  the 
trouble  to  count  the  flocks  of  birds  but  even  so  the  total  over  the  two 
days  was  somewhere  around  the  10,000  mark. 

No  Spring  movements  were  noted  but  jmh  and  jgh  reported  a 
gradual  decline  in  numbers  during  March  at  Sevenoaks.  * 

The  usual  mid-summer  movements  started  in  early  June  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  end  of  August.  By  far  the  highest  totals  during  this 
period  were  406  flying  N.W.  over  Brookmans  Park  on  June  12th 
(jpw,  rpw)  and  830  flying  N.W.  in  three  hours  over  Clement  Street 
on  June  18th  (rvw).  There  were  c.  500  at  London  Airport  on 
June  29th  (cww). 

The  weekend  of  Dec.  9th  and  10th  provided  the  second  cold  weather 
movement  of  the  year.  Although  not  on  the  same  scale  as  the  one 
earlier  in  the  year  flocks  amounted  to  c.  3,500  birds,  and  were  reported 
from  twelve  localities  throughout  the  Area. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

The  only  real,  evidence  of  any  Spring  migration  came  from  Rainham 
Marsh  in  Essex  between  May  4th  and  June  16th  with  maxima  of 
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c.  20  on  May  18th  and  10  on  June  16th  (rwbs).  Definite  breeding 
was  reported  from  Nazeing  G.P.  where  a  pair  with  three  young  were 
seen  on  June  8th  and  a  second  nest  with  two  eggs  (which  was  sub¬ 
sequently  deserted)  found  on  June  29th  (bsms,  hpm,  rjn),  and  also 
from  Stanwellmoor  G.P.  where  a  clutch  of  four  eggs  was  found  on 
June  17th  (wri,  cww).  It  is  not  known  if  any  young  reached  the 
free-flying  stage. 

The  autumn  passage  lasted  from  late  July  to  early  October  with  up 
to  16  at  various  localities  but  as  usual  the  largest  concentration  was 
at  Rainham  Marsh  where  285  were  seen  on  Sept.  2nd  (KBt) . 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Of  a  possible  43  pairs  at  24  localities  in  the  breeding  season,  at  least 
19  pairs  bred  or  attempted  to  do  so.  A  pullus  ringed  at  Sevenoaks 
on  June  28th  was  controlled  at  Minsmere  on  Aug.  6th. 

E  Twelve  pairs  at  eight  sites;  six  pairs  seen  with  young. 

H  Seven  pairs  at  four  sites ;  four  pairs  bred  at  one  locality. 

M  Twelve  pairs  at  two  sites;  one  pair  with  young  in  June. 

K  Ten  pairs  at  eight  sites;  three  pairs  with  young. 

S  Two  pairs  at  two  sites;  no  proof  of  breeding. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  28th,  Oct.  6th  and  13th  (KBt,  prd, 

SRP). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  calling  on  Oct.  31st  (cww).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (rcg). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Upminster,  c.  50  on  Jan.  4th  (orc,  gmcs).  Walthamstow  Res., 
c.  30  flying  south  on  Jan.  7th  (jf).  Romford  S.F.,  three  on  Dec. 
10th  and  one  on  Dec.  17th  (rrs). 

H  Northaw,  24  on  Jan.  3rd  and  13  on  Feb.  14th  (jj).  Totteridge,  four 
on  Jan.  4th  (ehw).  Rye  Meads,  six  on  Jan.  7th  and  seven  on  Jan. 
8th  (rmrg).  Symondshyde,  c.  40  on  Feb.  16th  and  c.  50  on  Apr. 
8th  (pamd).  Shenleybury,  c.  30  on  Mar.  4th  (lkw)  and  c.  30  on 
Dec.  29th  (ask).  Hatfield,  c.  20  on  Sept.  28th  (pw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  six  flying  west  on  Jan.  8th  (lab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
13  on  Oct.  24th  (caw).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (cww). 
Mill  Hill,  several  east  at  dusk  on  Dec.  11th  (ehw).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Nov.  20th  and  Dec.  3rd  and  50  flying  west  on  Dec  .31st  (cww). 
Staines  Moor,  up  to  c.  150  at  both  ends  of  the  year  (rwb,  mjw, 
cww). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Feb.  28th  (jmh,  jgh).  Pett’s  Wood,  one  flushed 
from  cabbage  field  on  Nov.  18th  (khp).  Clement  Street,  one  on 
Dec.  3rd  (rvw). 

S  Morden,  44  flying  south  on  Jan.  7th  (\ijcd).  Beddington  S.F., 
two  on  Jan.  8th  (kco).  Thorpe,  23  with  Lapwings  on  Nov.  11th 
(ghg).  Walton  Res.,  one  flying  west  on  Sept.  10th  (co). 
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143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  29th  (res).  Girling  Res.,  two  from 
Aug.  22nd  to  26th  (jce,  jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  N.W.  on  May  12th  and  one  from  the  north 
on  Aug.  3rd  (cww).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  12th  (bam  , 
one  on  Aug.  19th  (mc,  gcg)  and  one  on  Sept.  1st  (jhw). 

K  Sevenoaks,  six  on  Jan.  14th  constitutes  an  unusual  record  for  the 
locality  (jmh,  jgh). 

145  Snipe 

One  pair  bred  successfully  again  in  Kent  and  three  pairs  were  present 
at  two  Surrey  localities  but  no  proof  of  breeding  was  obtained.  In 
Hertfordshire  near  Rye  House  one  was  heard  drumming  on  May 
23rd. 

Winter  flocks  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were  either  much  reduced  or 
neglected  by  observers  as  c.  100  in  mid-March  was  the  largest  flock 
recorded. 

The  only  Inner  London  record  was  of  a  bird  flushed  in  Regent’s 
Park  on  Apr.  15th  (EMFh) . 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Reported  from  19  localities  during  the  periods  from  January  to 
April  20th  and  from  Sept.  30  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  maximum  at 
any  locality  not  exceeding  four. 

148  Woodcock 

Breeding  season  and  one  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  roding  on  May  22nd  (aps,  jts)  and  again  from 
June  9th  to  the  14th  (jab).  Just  to  west  of  the  above  locality  one 
was  roding  on  June  3rd  (rbw).  Ongar  Park  woods,  one  on  June 
16th  (ir) 

H  Broad  Riding  Wood,  two  on  June  2nd  (bsms)  and  13  seen  on  June  17th 
possibly  represented  ten  individuals  (bls).  Nyn  Park,  two  on  Mar. 
26th,  May  6th  and  one  on  Apr.  7th  and  26th  (rpw).  Brookmans 
Park,  one  roding  on  Apr.  3rd  and  May  3rd  (rpw).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  one  on  three  dates  in  April,  two  dates  in  May  and  two 
birds  present  on  June  1st  (mo).  Balls  Pond  Wood,  one  roding  on 
June  2nd  (bsms).  Near  Little  Heath,  one  roding  on  Apr.  29th 
(rpw).  Hoddesdon  Wood,  one  on  May  28th  (rpw). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flew  over  on  Dec.  11th 
(dab)  . 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  on  Mar.  24th,  May  5th  and  June  27th 
(wri,  dp).  Fetcham  Downs,  one  roding  on  four  dates  in  April  and 
May  (agc).  Walton  Heath,  one  roding  on  June  1st  (jg).  Book- 
ham  Common,  up  to  four  roding  between  Mar.  16th  and  June  20th 
(gb,  EMFh,  kajg,  pjo,  fcr).  Esher  Common,  one  on  Mar.  29th  and 
two,  possibly  three,  roding  in  June  (crac,  pjo).  Limpsfield,  one  on 
June  16th  (rfd). 
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150  Curlew 

With  the  exception  of  three  occurrences  in  February  and  one  in 
December  this  species  was  confined  to  the  period  April  to  September. 
Eighteen  of  the  30  birds  reported  were  seen  during  July,  August  and 
September  and  five  at  Chigwell  S.F.  on  Sept.  9th  (kn)  was  the 
highest  number  recorded. 

151  Whimbre! 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  May  4th,  one  on  May  12  th  and  Aug.  6th 
(rwbs,  rt,  jw).  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (jce).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  9th  and  one  on  Aug.  14th  (reh). 

H  Maple  Cross,  two  on  May  3rd  (sec). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  called  after  dark  on  May  3rd  (ehw).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  May  9th  (rwb,  cww).  Perivale,  one  called  before  dawn  on 
May  14th  (ehw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  19  flying  S.W.,  calling,  on 
Aug.  8th  (mc).  Potters  Bar,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (jpw). 

K  Littlebrook,  five  flew  off  S.W.  on  July  15th  (fjh).  Sevenoaks,  one 
flying  west  on  Aug.  24th  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  East  Molesey,  one  heard  on  Apr.  30th  (pjo).  Hersham  S.F.,  18 
flying  south,  calling,  on  Aug.  9th  (mc).  Barrow  Green,  c.  25  flying 
west  in  formation  at  about  500  feet  on  Aug.  22nd  (ajg). 

154  Black-tailed  God  wit 

E  Waltham  Abbey  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  19th  (rce)  was  presumably 
the  bird  seen  about  a  mile  away  at  Holyfield  Hall  Marsh  on  the  same 
date  (rfc).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  2nd  (prd,  srp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  29th,  30th,  Aug.  2nd,  9th  and  12th 
(rad,  gh,  mjw,  cww). 

K  Sundridge  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (awb). 

155  Bar- tailed  God  wit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (nji,  jaw). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Up  to  three  reported  from  12  localities  during  the  winter  months, 
and  little  commoner  during  the  spring  passage,  the  maximum  being 
only  five,  at  Sevenoaks.  July  saw  the  beginning  of  the  autumn 
passage,  which  reached  its  peak  in  August  and  the  first  few  days  of 
September.  The  majority  of  records  were  again  north  of  the  Thames 
and  the  maximum  number  seen  together  was  nine  at  Wraysbury 
New  Res.  on  Sept.  2nd  (cww). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (nji,  jaw). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Aug.  14th,  16th  and  Sept.  17th  (ask).  Maple 
Cross,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (hcd,  aeg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  Aug.  12th  and  13th  (gh,  cww)  and  one  on 
Sept.  7th  (caw).  Potters  Bar,  one  flying  north  calling,  on  Aug. 
26th  (rfs). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  7th  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  10th,  two  from  Aug.  11th  to  16th  and 
one  on  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  2nd  (Mjcd,  kco,  adp). 
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158  Solitary  Sandpiper 

E/H  River  Stort  Valley:  Roydon  to  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Sept.  24th  to 
Oct.  9th  was  trapped  and  ringed.  (J.  Crudass,  R.  Edwards,  B.  L. 
Sage).  Accepted  by  the  B.B.  Rarities  Committee.  The  first  record 
for  the  London  Area. 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

At  least  five  birds  were  present  in  mid-January  at  four  localities  and 
at  two  of  these  later  observations  in  February  and  March  suggest  that 
the  birds  may  have  wintered  in  the  Area.  Although  the  first  spring 
migrant  appeared  on  Apr.  8th  the  peak  numbers  during  this  period 
were  over  the  weekend  of  Apr.  22nd/23rd  with  possibly  a  second 
peak  on  May  1 3th/  14th  at  which  time  three  birds  were  noted^in 
Inner  London.  By  the  last  week  of  May  most  birds  had  moved  on 
though  singletons  were  present  at  Ruxley  on  June  6th  and  at  Seven- 
oaks  on  June  12th. 

At  West  Hyde  adults  with  two  young  were  seen  in  July  and  August 
(ghmb)  and  at  the  adjacent  locality,  Maple  Cross,  a  nest  of  four  eggs 
found  on  July  26th  was  unfortunately  later  destroyed  (mp).  It  is 
not  clear  whether  two  pairs  were  involved. 

Return  migration  was  in  evidence  by  early  July,  and  gathered 
momentum  until  a  peak  was  reached  in  the  second  and  third  weeks 
of  August,  with  35  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  and  25  at  Rye  Meads, 
Perry  Oaks  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  One  of  Inner  London’s 
three  autumn  records  also  occurred  at  this  time.  The  autumn 
passage  continued  throughout  September  and  by  the  first  week  of 
October  only  one  or  two  birds  at  four  localities  remained.  As  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  all  apparent  wintering  birds  were  south  of  the 
Thames  and  the  year  ended  with  four  singletons  on  isolated  dates  in 
November  and  December  at  three  localities. 

161  Redshank 

Up  to  five  birds  were  recorded  from  at  least  nine  inland  localities 
during  the  winter  months.  The  larger  flocks,  numbering  around 
50,  were  seen  on  the  Thames  marshes  at  Swanscombe,  Dartford  and 
Stone  Ness.  The  highest  numbers  came  from  Littlebrook  with 
c.  150  on  Feb.  5th  and  c.  100  on  Mar.  4th  (htg).  Records  of  breeding 
and  of  birds  present  in  suitable  localities  in  the  breeding  season  and 
an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Ripple  Level,  two  pairs  present  one  of  which  bred  (acp).  Nazeing 
G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (bsms,  hpm).  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh,  one  adult  and  two  young  on  May  9th  (bsms)  . 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  on  Apr.  11th,  16th  and  May  5th  (jrb,  sec,  hcd). 
Broxbourne  Pits,  two  on  May  14th  and  one  on  July  2nd  (bsms). 

M  Wraysbury  New  Res.,  one  pair  with  young  in  July  (rwb,  wri). 
Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  one  pair  on  Apr.  9th  and  one  on  June  3rd 
( cww ) .  Staines  Moor,  two  on  May  6th  (cww)  but  did  not  breed 
(rwb).  Inner  London:  Thames,  one  flew  down  river  off  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  on  Oct.  3rd  (ghg). 
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K  Near  Sevenoaks  and  Otford,  four  pairs  present  of  which  two  possibly 
three  were  successful  (jmh,  JGh).  Dartford  marshes,  four  pairs  on 
Apr.  15th,  one  nest  found  (aw).  Littlebrook,  three  only  on  Apr. 
22nd,  “probably  nesting”  (fjh).  Shoreham,  three  pairs  nesting  in 
June  (jmh,  jgh).  Swanscombe,  four  on  Apr.  11th  were  “probably 
nesting”  (fjh).  Belvedere,  one  or  two  pairs  in  April  (rvw). 

S  Near  Great  Bookham,  two  pairs  present;  probably  had  young  in 
June  (agc,  DWn).  Beddington  S.F.,  present  in  April  and  one  on 
May  13th,  June  25th,  and  July  17th  but  apparently  did  not  breed 
(kajg,  tjm,  kco). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  12th  (res,  rt). 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (mp). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  south  on  Aug.  22nd  (rwb).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (cww).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  7th 
and  Oct.  5th  (caw).  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  12th  (lab). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  10th  (Mjcd).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on 
Sept.  2nd  (dp). 

165  Greenshank 

Again  scarce  in  spring  with  only  two  singletons  reported  namely 
from  Potters  Bar  on  Apr.  24th  (jpw)  and  Thorpe  G.P.  on  Apr.  27th 
(ghg). 

All  autumn  records,  which  were  scarcer  than  in  1966,  are  given 
though  Essex  and  Middlesex  are  slightly  summarized. 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  present  from  July  to  September,  usually  up 
to  three  but  a  maximum  of  seven  in  August  (jf)  .  Rainham  Marsh, 
one  on  Aug.  6th  (rt). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  heard  on  July  13th  (rpw).  Rye  Meads,  one 
on  July  13th  (rmrg).  Maple  Cross,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (hcd,  aeg). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  up  to  three  from  Sept.  16th  to  Oct.  14th  (gcg,  dp). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  or  two  from  Sept.  2nd  to  24th  (rwb,  mc, 
bec,  cww).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  July  23rd  and  24th  and  one  or 
two  from  Aug.  26th  to  Sept.  8th  (mc,  gh,  cww).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  July  24th,  Aug.  7th  and  Oct.  13th  (caw,  cww).  Wraysbury 
New  Res.,  and  Brent  Res.,  one  at  each  on  Sept.  2nd  (cww,  JHw). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  24th  (caw). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  15th  and  Aug.  9th  (jmh,  jgh).  Littlebrook, 
one  on  Aug.  16th  (fjh). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (ghg).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from 
Aug.  16th  to  23rd  (mo)  and  on  Sept.  17th  (wjd).  Barn  Elms  Res., 
three  on  Aug.  23rd  (fcr).  Ashtead,  one  heard  on  Sept.  13th  (dp). 

169  Knot 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  oiled  albino  on  Jan.  8th  (jf).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  13th,  Sept.  2nd  and  four  on  Sept.  28th  (KBt) . 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (pab). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  27th  (cww),  four  on  Oct.  22nd  (pfb) 
and  one  on  Nov.  17th  (caw). 
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170  Purple  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st  (kn). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (ask). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (jhw). 

171  Little  Stint 

Highest  numbers  present  in  the  Area  since  1960. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  Sept.  3rd  (jaw),  ten  on  Sept.  17th  (jaw), 
33  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st  (kn),  16  on  Sept.  24th  (prd)  seven  on 
Oct.  6th  (srp)  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (KBt) .  Girling  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  20th  (jce). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Sept.  23rd  to  Oct.  1st  (rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (cww).  Then  during  September 
16  on  13th,  30  on  15th,  22  on  16th,  17  on  17th,  23  on  18th,  two 
from  22nd  to  25th,  four  on  27th  and  two  on  30th  (rwb,  gcg,  gh, 
caw,  cww).  In  October  two  were  present  on  the  8th  and  10th  and 
one  on  the  24th  (caw,  cww). 

K  Swanscom.be,  one  on  Jan.  29th  and  Feb.  15th  (jtg,  rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (bam,  Pjsn).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  on  Sept.  17th  (ajg). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (nji,  mm,  jaw). 

178  Dunlin 

Thames  estuary  flocks  were  recorded  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  with 
maxima  of  c.  750  and  c.  500  at  Littlebrook  and  Swanscombe  marshes 
respectively  and  again  from  Littlebrook  in  November  and  December 
with  a  maximum  during  this  period  of  c.  1,000  on  Dec.  24th.  Away 
from  the  Thames  marshes  and  even  during  the  migration  periods  only 
small  numbers  were  reported  from  the  usual  sewage  farms  and 
reservoirs.  The  largest  autumn  flock  was  c.  100  at  Rainham  Marsh 
on  Sept.  24th.  At  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  13  on  Nov.  9th,  18  on  Nov.  1 1th 
and  12  on  Dec.  23rd,  were  the  largest  gatherings  at  any  inland*  site 
during  the  winter  months. 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  12th  (nji,  jaw),  then  during  September 
one  on  3rd,  three  on  15th,  two  on  20th,  20  on  21st,  and  three  on 
24th  and  28th  (KBt,  rb,  nji,  kn,  srp,  jaw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  Sept.  18th  to  30th,  but  two  on  the  20th  and 
24th;  one  on  Oct.  14th  and  three  on  Oct.  24th  (rwb,  bec,  gh,  cmv, 
caw,  cww) . 

180  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  juvenile  on  Sept.  10th  (E.  Chapman,  Dr.  J.  G.  Harri¬ 
son,  A.  Meikle  et  al.).  Accepted  by  the  B.B.  Rarities  Committee. 
The  first  record  for  the  London  Area. 

181  Sanderling 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  May  6th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  12th 
(res,  rt),  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (KBt),  three  on  Sept.  17th  (nji,  mm, 
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jaw),  ten  on  Sept,  20th  (jts),  one  on  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  13th  (kbi). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  8th  and  9th  (rwb,  cww)  and  one  on  July 
19th  (cww).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  seen  arriving  on  Sept.  12th 
(rwb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  27th  (pjsn). 

184  Ruff 

Once  again  very  little  evidence  of  any  spring  migration  and  only 
reported  at  eight  sites  in  the  autumn.  All  localities  from  which  the 
species  was  reported  are  mentioned  below  though  some  sites  are 
slightly  summarized. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  present  from  July  22nd  to  Oct.  1st  with  up  to  nine 
birds  on  ten  dates  but  14  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st  and  13  on  Sept.  24th 
(mo).  Romford  S.F.,  one  or  two  from  Jan.  14th  to  Feb.  12th  (rrs). 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  on  Apr.  7th  and  Aug.  20th  (hcd,  aeg,  mp).  Old 
Parkbury,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (ask).  Rye  Meads,  one  or  two  on  July 
8th  and  one  on  Aug.  12th,  13th  and  Sept.  30th  (rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  the  Staines  area,  present  from  January  to 
Mar.  5th  with  a  maximum  of  18  on  Feb.  25th  (mo).  Three  appeared 
at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  9th  (cww).  Apart  from  one  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  on  July  29th  present  in  the  autumn  from  Aug.  14th  to  Oct.  8th 
with  a  peak  of  19  on  Sept.  22nd.  The  build  up  of  the  winter  flock 
began  on  Oct.  17th  and  reached  a  maximum  of  20  on  Dec.  26th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  adult  male  on  July  15th  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  eight  from  January  to  Feb.  20th,  one  on 
Sept.  17th  but  no  records  subsequently.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  8th,  10th  and  Sept.  17th  (pef,  jms,  pjsn).  Hersham  S.F.,  seven 
flew  west  at  1500  hrs.  on  Dec.  17th  (dp,  edu). 

185  Avocet 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  west  on  Jan.  9th  (gc,  MPr)  and  an  uncon¬ 
firmed  report  of  probably  the  same  bird  found  dead  on  Staines  Moor 
a  few  days  later. 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  8th,  11th  and  12th  and  a  different  bird 
from  Oct.  21st  to  26th  (mo). 

Skua  sp. 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  flying  S.S.E.  on  Oct.  4th  (rwb)  and  one 
flying  and  leaving  to  the  north  on  Oct.  8th  (pfb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Oct.  4th  (wjd). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

At  Hersham  on  Mar.  8th  c.  250  together  on  arable  land  was  the  only 
spring  record  of  a  sizeable  flock  received,  and  lab  and  ehw  reporting 
from  Brent  Res.  both  said  that  the  species  was  very  scarce  as  a  spring 
migrant.  It  is  not  known  if  this  was  the  case  generally  as  no-one 
else  made  any  comments  but  the  autumn  flocks  were  at  the  level 
usually  reported.  Notable  maxima  at  this  time  were  c.  1,250  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Aug.  8th  (mc)  and  c.  1,500  at  Hersham 
on  Aug.  17th  and  24th  (co). 
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One  found  dead  at  Sevenoaks  on  Mar.  26th  had  been  ringed  as  pullus 
on  July  7th,  1964,  on  Walney  Island,  Lancs. 

200  Herring  Gull 

At  least  two  pairs  nested  in  Regent’s  Park  but  apparently  did  not 
raise  any  young  (rcg).  However  three  pairs  were  present  in  St. 
James’s  Park  on  Apr.  20th  and  of  the  two  pairs  that  stayed  the  summer 
one  pair  raised  two  young  (ghg,  Parks  Report).  The  unsuccessful 
pair  were  possibly  the  birds  that  frequented  the  high  buildings  in 
Horse  Guards  Parade. 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  second  winter  bird  on  Dec.  2nd  (rwb,  GHn) . 

207  Little  Gull 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  Girling  Res.  and  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  im¬ 
mature  frequented  all  three  areas  from  Aug.  6th  to  12th  (jf,  reh). 
Girling  Res.,  one  adult  on  Sept.  23rd  (jf). 

H  Troy  Mill,  an  immature  on  Dec.  10th  (igj). 

M  Savehay  G.P.,  an  immature  on  July  16th  (igj).  Brent  Res.,  an 
immature  on  Sept.  5th  and  6th  (lab,  JHw).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
three  immatures  on  Mar.  12th  (bec)  ;  four  present  on  Aug.  13th 
(mjw),  one  immature  on  Aug.  26th,  one  to  three  from  Sept.  6th  to 
12th  and  an  adult  on  Sept.  22nd  and  24th  (mo).  Staines  Res., 
five  immatures  on  Aug.  14th  (cww),  one  or  two  on  22  dates  from 
Sept.  4th  to  Oct.  30th  (mo)  and  an  adult  on  Nov.  21st  (cww). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  9th,  13th,  16th,  17th  and 
Oct.  12th  (mo). 

211  Kittiwake 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Mar.  24th  and  one  alive  on 
Apr.  15th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  an  immature  on  Aug.  12th 
(nji,  jaw). 

S  Walton  Res.,  an  immature  from  Aug.  23rd  to  25th  was  found  dead 
on  26th  (co,  isr). 

212  Black  Tern 

At  the  favoured  localities  of  Staines  and  Queen  Mary  reservoirs 
small  flocks  totalling  c.  25  birds  were  reported  between  Apr.  19th 
and  May  17th.  Outside  these  areas  a  total  of  only  nine  birds  were 
recorded  at  two  sites  on  three  dates  in  May. 

There  were  more  than  usual  mid-summer  records  with  two  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  on  June  11th,  three  at 'Staines  Res.  on  June  14th, 
one  at  Rainham  on  June  18th  and  one  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on 
July  1st. 

One  again  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  July  18th  was  presumably  first 
for  the  autumn  as  five  days  later  on  the  23rd  at  least  135  birds  were 
present  on  four  reservoirs  in  the  S.W.  quarter  of  the  Area.  The 
following  day,  incidently  a  Sunday,  only  two  birds  remained.  This 
initial  peak  was  not  to  be  matched  although  passage  continued  until 
the  end  of  October,  as  numbers  were  usually  under  five  at  any 
locality,  exceptions  being  flocks  of  15  and  20  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 
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on  Aug.  8th  and  9th  respectively  and  c.  12  on  the  river  at  Swans- 
combe  on  Aug.  20th. 

213  White- winged  Black  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  immature  from  Sept.  2nd  to  8th  (rwb,  cww, 
et  al.).  The  fifth  record  for  the  Area,  the  first  being  only  in  1961. 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

The  spring  passage  was  slight  and  only  reported  from  Apr.  17th  to 
May  14th  with  a  maximum  flock  of  nine  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  25th. 
Although  three  birds  were  present  on  July  23rd  at  Walton  Res., 
the  day  of  the  Black  Tern  movement,  the  records  suggest  the  main 
autumn  migration  started  in  early  August  and  continued  until 
Nov.  8th.  The  maximum  flock  during  this  period  was  c.  80  on  the 
river  at  Swanscombe  on  Aug.  20th  and  the  highest  totals  at  the 
inland  reservoirs  were  only  12  at  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  7th  and  14 
at  Girling  Res.  on  Oct.  14th. 

217  Common  Tern 

E/H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  four  pairs  bred  here  and  were  seen  feeding  on  the 
nearby  Nazeing  G.P.  and  the  River  Lea  throughout  the  summer 

(BSMs,  HPm) . 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  summered  in  the  area  and  there  is  an  uncon¬ 
firmed  report  of  attempted  breeding  at  Shepperton  G.P.  (cww). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  July  9th  (identified  as  Common/Arctic) 
may  be  connected  with  the  above  record  (cmv)  . 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  22nd  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  June  25th  (ghg)  may  have  been  one  of  the 
Middlesex  birds. 

219  Roseate  Tern 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (mc). 

222  Little  Tern 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (lab).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd 
(rwb)  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (caw,  cww).  ' 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (jms).  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Oct. 
1st  (ghg). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Girling  Res.,  35  on  Aug.  23rd  and  one  on  Sept.  13th  (jf). 

M  Brent  Res.,  ten  flew  S.W.  on  Sept.  12th  and  an  immature  later  the 
same  day  (jhw)  ;  one  on  Oct.  4th  (lab).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
on  Aug.  20th  (pfb),  one  on  Aug.  27th  (cww)  and  five  on  Sept.  1st 
(jhw).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  5th  and  30th  (cww).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  four  on  Sept.  1st  and  12  on  Sept.  6th  (cww).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park,  15  flying  west  at  1340  hrs.  on  Sept.  20th  (jpw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  at  least  on  Aug.  20th  (jms)  and  12  on  Sept.  12th 
(pef).  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (ghg). 

226  Little  Auk 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (prc,  wjd,  Mjcd,  rjj,  bam). 
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230  Puffin 

S  Ewell  Court  Park,  full  details  received  of  one  flying  west  on  July  3rd 
(edu).  Merstham,  an  immature  female  on  Oct.  19th  died  a  few 
days  later  (jgh).  R.  Thames  adjacent  to  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one 
swimming  upstream  close  to  towpath  on  Oct.  22nd  (ces). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  (Apr.  to  Aug.)  and  the  largest  flocks  only 
are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  during  June  (bmeu).  Romford  S.F.  up  to 
20  from  May  20th  to  July  9th  (rrs).  North  Ockenden,  two  on 
May  27th  (mja).  Ongar,  three  on  June  10th  and  six  at  North 
Weald  on  July  22nd  (bmeu). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  on  Apr.  8th  and  one  on  June  1st  (jj, 
jpw).  Nyn  Park,  up  to  eight  from  April  to  June  (jj,  jl,  jpw). 
Brookmans  Park,  four  on  May  3rd  and  two  on  May  5th  at  a  nearby 
second  locality  (jpw).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Apr.  30th  and  four  in 
August  (djg,  ask,  bls).  Ffatfield  Park,  3  pairs  on  July  21st  (rpw). 
Moor  Mill,  three  on  Apr.  30th  (djg).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  July  9th 
(rmrg)  . 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  seven  pairs  located;  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  had 
a  second  clutch  by  June  20th  (wri).  Kenwood,  at  least  three  up  to 
July  (jcy) .  Staines  Moor,  four  pairs  located  (rwb).  Although 
cww  records  the  species  to  have  decreased  over  the  last  three  years  in 
the  Staines  area  caw  considers  that  a  gradual  recovery  is  taking  place 
in  much  the  same  area.  However  at  least  40  were  at  Wraysbuiy 
New  Res.  on  Oct.  21st  (rwb).  Potters  Bar,  at  least  30  on  Dec.  9th 
(rfs).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  three  from  April 
to  August  are  thought  to  have  nested  (Parks  Report,  jpw).  Regent’s 
Park,  three  at  least  in  July  and  August  including  a  juvenile  on 
July  15th  (rcg). 

K  Greenwich  Park,  two  pairs  at  least  bred  (pjg).  Lullingstone  Park, 
a  pair  on  Apr.  17th  and  a  pair  at  Keston  on  Apr.  27th  (awb).  Seven- 
oaks,  one  in  May  and  a  pair  on  June  21st  (jmh,  jgh).  Described  as 
present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Shoreham  (khp).  Swanscombe, 
three  on  Apr.  11th  and  14th  (fjh).  Belvedere,  25  on  Jtme  6th 
(rvw).  Brasted,  eight  on  June  28th  (hfg)  and  40  on  Dec.  31st 
(rvw).  Hogtrough  Hill,  58  on  Jan.  29th  and  40  on  Apr.  9th  and 
Aug.  13th  (rvw). 

S  Mickleham  Downs,  one  pair  plus  one  other  on  Apr.  3rd  (wri). 
Epsom  Common,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  23rd  (wri).  Norbury  Park, 
four  pairs  on  May  17th  (wri).  Nonsuch  Park,  nest  with  two  large 
young  on  May  1st  had  two  eggs  on  June  26th  (wri).  Richmond 
Park,  a  minimum  of  six  pairs  (wri,  bam).  Up  to  four  birds  were  also 
reported  from  Gatton  Park,  Banstead  Wood,  near  Ockham,  Ashtead 
Forest,  Burgh  Heath,  Stoke  D’Abernon  and  Hersham  S.F.  Thorpe, 
14  on  Nov.  11th  (ghg). 
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234  Wood  Pigeon 

For  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  flock  of  c.  500  flying  west  over  Ruxley 
on  Feb.  28th  was  the  only  movement  reported.  During  the  autumn 
some  16  observations  of  presumed  migrants  were  received  and  a 
summary  of  these  is  given  below. 

Apart  from  71  S.W.  over  Thorpe  on  the  early  morning  of  Aug.  18th 
and  c.  1,750  present  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  8th  the  majority  fell 
between  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  15th.  Once  again  the  flight  directions 
were  variable  though  S.  and  S.W.  predominated.  Over  Kensington 
Gardens  early  on  Oct.  12th  275  flew  east  in  ten  minutes  and  two  days 
later  7-800  arrived  from  the  N.  and  N.W.  in  four  hours  at  St.  Anne’s 
Hill  near  Weybridge.  For  the  rest  of  October  a  southerly  direction 
was  favoured  particularly  on  the  29th  when  observers  at  Potters  Bar, 
Regent’s  Park  and  East  Molesey  saw  what  was  possibly  part  of  a 
widespread  movement.  On  Nov.  2nd  over  2,000  were  seen  flying 
high  to  the  N.W.  over  Weybridge  and  some  2-3,000  at  Green  Street 
Green  on  Nov.  5th  were  considered  part  of  a  recent  influx.  Of  the 
remaining  three  November  observations  of  around  1,000  birds  each, 
two  had  southerly  flight-paths  and  one  westerly. 

235  Turtle  Dove 

Although  reported  in  the  breeding  season  at  only  22  localities  this 
species  is  almost  certainly  more  widespread  than  the  records  suggest. 
On  Bookham  Common  on  Aug.  13th  gb  discovered  two  young  in  a 
nest  almost  completely  made  of  plastic  covered  copper  wire.  An 
empty  nest  in  a  nearby  Hawthorn  was  similarly  constructed  but 
included  some  Hawthorn  twigs. 

Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two  immatures  arrived  from 
the  east  and  after  resting  for  about  two  minutes  flew  off  westwards 
on  Aug.  4th  (jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  observed  on  four  days  in  spring 
and  seven  in  the  autumn  with  a  total  of  22  birds  (rcg). 

Details  of  the  four  largest  flocks  reported  are  given.  Fetcham 
Downs,  30-40  on  May  21st  (tlb).  West  Thurrock,  c.  70  on  Aug. 
20th  (bsms)  .  Farningham,  up  to  150  at  the  end  of  August  and  early 
September  (dt).  Horton  Kirby,  240  on  Aug.  13  th  and  26th  (rvw). 

Collared  Dove 

It  would  appear  from  the  records  received  that  this  species  is  still 
spreading  to  new  areas  although  at  one  site  an  observer  noted  a 
reduction  in  numbers  through  the  year.  Comparison  of  breeding 
numbers  with  previous  years  is  impracticable  as  interest  in  the  bird 
is  possibly  falling  off  particularly  in  established  areas.  The  breed¬ 
ing  season  distribution,  some  maximum  numbers  and  observers 
comments  are  given  below. 

E  Warley  Hill,  one  pair  bred  (rbw).  Near  Brentwood,  one  pair 
present  (hm).  Shenfield,  six  pairs  bred;  30  in  January  had  fallen  to 
18  by  late  autumn  (aps). 
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H  Chorleywood,  “well  established”  (pft).  Watford,  pairs  present  in 
two  areas  (jrb,  krj).  Hoddesdon,  one  between  Apr.  30th  and  June 
19th  (mjb).  Loudwater,  near  Rickmansworth,  35  on  Oct.  24th  (dc  i. 
M  Pairs  present  in  breeding  season  at  Stanwell,  Ashford,  Sunbury, 
Heston,  Hounslow,  Isleworth,  Cranford,  Osterley,  Greenford  and 
Pinner.  Staines,  c.  6  pairs  bred  in  observer’s  road  (c.  \  mile  long 
and  this  density  appears  repeated  throughout  the  town  (rwb). 
Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  on  ten  dates  between  Jan.  8th 
and  Apr.  5th  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  May  11th,  one  on 
Sept.  28th  and  two  on  Dec.  3rd  (rcg). 

K  Present  in  breeding  season  at  Sevenoaks,  Green  Street  Green, 
Bessels  Green,  (reported  in  error  as  Benels  Green  in  1966  L.B.R. ), 
Bexley,  Chelsfield  Park  Estate  and  Northfleet  where  a  small  colony 
is  reported  as  breeding  on  chalk  cliffs  (rfs).  Bessels  Green,  40  in 
November  (jmh,  Jgh). 

S  Present  or  breeding  at  Surbiton,  four  pairs  at  least,  Hook,  seven  pairs, 
Purley,  two  pairs,  Bookham  Common,  Farleigh,  Epsom,  Walton  on 
Thames,  Banstead,  Tadworth,  3  pairs,  East  Molesey,  Sanderstead, 
Warlingham,  Godstone,  Riddlesdown  and  Weybridge  where  a 
newly  flown  juvenile  was  found  alive  in  the  snow  on  Dec.  9th  (ghg). 
Near  Farleigh,  c.  60  on  Feb.  4th  decreased  to  c.  15  on  July  15th  and 
to  one  on  Nov.  28th  (ajh).  Inner  London:  Clapham  Junction, 
two  on  Feb.  1st  feeding  in  open  space  between  railway  lines  (ghg); 
Lambeth,  one  in  Archbishop’s  Park  on  May  31st  (ghg). 

237  Cuckoo 

The  first  bird  was  reported  from  Surrey  on  Apr.  15th  with  others  at 
two  additional  localities  in  Essex  and  Surrey  the  next  day.  By 
the  following  weekend  birds  were  present  in  six  areas  at  least  and  the 
species  was  probably  widespread  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Almost  certainly  neglected  by  observers  during  June  as  definite 
breeding  was  only  reported  from  North  Weald  though  probable 
breeding  took  place  at  several  sites  throughout  the  Area. 

The  first  apparent  migratory  juvenile  appeared  on  July  9th  at 
Beddington  S.F.  and  passage  at  this  site  continued  until  Aug.  27th 
with  a  maximum  of  five  from  Aug.  11th  to  13th.  All  otheF  autumn 
records  occurred  during  this  period  except  one  bird  at  Beddington 
S.F.  on  Sept.  28th. 

All  records  for  Inner  London  are  given.  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
on  Apr.  28th,  May  14th  and  June  17th  (Parks  Report).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  May  13th  (rcg).  St.  James’s  Park,  a  juvenile  in  late 
summer  subsequently  died  (am).  Battersea  Park,  one  juvenile  on 
July  23rd  (mclc).  Hyde  Park,  one  juvenile  on  Aug.  8th  (jpw). 

241  Barn  Owl 

See  the  paper  on  the  breeding  distribution  on  page  81. 

246  Little  Owl 

More  records  were  received  than  for  1966  but  probably  still  under¬ 
recorded.  Between  50  and  60  pairs  were  recorded  at  49  summer 
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localities  with  Surrey  apparently  the  stronghold  of  the  species.  At 
Sevenoaks  in  May  jmh  and  jgh  found  a  pair  nesting  in  a  Green 
Woodpecker’s  hole  having  first  evicted  the  original  owners. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

See  the  paper  on  the  breeding  distribution  on  page  81. 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

K  Orpington,  one  calling  in  observer’s  garden  in  August  and  from  early 
December  into  January  and  February  of  1968  (ehg). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  28th  (reh)  and  Oct.  19th  (jf). 

K  Belvedere,  one  hunting  on  Apr.  8th  later  flew  high  to  the  east  over 
Erith  (rvw)  .  Woolwich  Arsenal,  two  on  Apr.  8th  (rvw)  . 

252  Nightjar 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  two  on  June  3rd  (pcf).  Ongar  Park  Wood,  one  pair 
on  June  5th,  16th  and  a  male  on  June  30th  (jab,  ir,  JTs). 

H  Bramble  Wood,  one  on  May  5th  (rfl).  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  at 
least  on  May  20th  and  one  on  May  28th  (rfl,  rpw).  Broad  Riding 
Wood,  one  churring  on  June  17  th  (bls). 

K  Ide  Hill,  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  6th  (hfg). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  three  seen  and  heard  from  June  5th  to  16th, 
one  on  July  15th  and  probably  July  18th  (RGBy,  rfd,  ajh).  Esher 
Common,  one  churring  during  June  (pjo).  Walton  Heath,  four 
“heard”  on  July  11th  (kajg). 

255  Swift 

The  first  spring  bird  was  seen  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  18th. 
At  Staines  the  first  arrivals  (c.  6)  appeared  on  Apr.  20th  and  three 
days  later,  a  Sunday,  gh  noted  an  increase  from  one  to  c.  400  during 
the  morning.  On  the  same  day  there  were  c.  70  at  Walton  Res.  and 
“firsts”  at  two  other  localities.  On  May  4th  jg  estimated  1,500 
were  present  at  Staines  Res,  and  rmrg  recorded  2,000  at  Rye  Meads 
on  May  6th.  It  was  around  this  time  that  the  species  became 
widespread  over  the  Area  with  birds  back  at  their  nest  sites. 

At  Shirley,  near  Croydon  lwc  found  a  nestling  on  the  pavement, 
and  fed  it  successfully  on  a  diet  of  mealworms  until  it  could  fly.  Few 
comments  on  the  return  passage  were  received,  but  the  main  move¬ 
ment  took  place  at  the  end  of  July  and  in  early  August.  There  were 
September  records  at  five  sites,  singletons  on  5th,  10th,  23rd,  24th 
26th,  28th  and  three  on  the  17th. 

258  Kingfisher 

The  total  of  11,  possibly  13,  pairs  breeding  again  shows  a  slight 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  all  except  one  were  in  Surrey. 
Records  are  summarized  under  county  headings. 

E  One  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  near  Moreton  in  January  and  March 
respectively.  Six  other  singletons  in  August,  September  and  Novem¬ 
ber. 
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H  Ninety  observations  of  birds  at  1 8  localities  throughout  the  year  but 
with  the  majority  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  Helicon  Pit  and 
Hoddesdon,  one  on  single  dates  in  April,  Old  Parkbury,  singles  on 
two  dates  in  June  and,  near  Cuffley,  one  on  four  dates  from  April  to 
June  are  the  only  breeding  season  records. 

M  Whitewebbs  Park,  one  pair  during  the  summer.  Apart  from  one  at 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on  Apr.  20th  and  July  16th  the  remaining 
observations  were  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  and  were  few  in 
number. 

K  Darenth  G.P.,  no  breeding  recorded  but  one  or  two  present  on  Apr. 
29th  (rvw).  Sevenoaks,  no  breeding  recorded;  1966  nest  site  eroded 
away  but  one  or  two  throughout  the  year  (jmh,  JGh).  Sundridge, 
one  on  four  dates  in  Feb.,  Mar.  and  May  (eac).  Singles  at  a  further 
six  localities  during  the  autumn  and  winter. 

S  Between  Weybridge  and  Egham,  six  pairs  bred  (ghg).  Wey 
Navigational  Canal,  one  pair  bred  (ghg).  Ewell,  one  pair  bred 
(edu).  Oxshott,  a  pair  excavating  a  nest  site  on  Apr.  14th  but  not 
seen  on  May  7th  (wri).  R.  Mole  at  Hersham,  one  pair  bred  (wri). 
R.  Mole  at  Leatherhead,  one  flying  along  the  river  carrying  fish  on 
June  14th  (wri).  Godstone,  one  pair  bred  (rfd,  jdm).  One  or 
two  at  a  further  eight  localities  during  the  autumn  and  winter. 

261  Hoopoe 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (phj,  rfs, 
jpw). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

From  the  records  received  the  impression  gained  is  that  the  species 
is  still  recovering  slowly.  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  33 
localities,  kdgm  in  Surrey  states  that  it  is  still  absent  around  Walling- 
ton.  tjm  considers  the  species  to  be  increasing  around  Croydon  and 
five  observers  in  their  respective  areas  in  Kent  and  Surrey  recorded 
their  “first  birds  since  the  1962/63  winter”.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  July  6th  (ja). 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Commoner  than  Green  Woodpecker.  In  the  Hainault  area  acp 
again  found  ten  pairs  in  c.  100  acres,  ghg  described  the  species  as 
widespread  in  certain  areas  near  Weybridge  and  gb  recorded  three 
pairs  (two  in  1966)  in  a  sample  40  acre  oakwood  on  Bookham 
Common. 

Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  pair  throughout  the  year  and  seen 
at  a  hole  on  May  6th  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (epb).  Lambeth 
Palace,  one  drumming  on  Mar.  16th  (ghg).  Regent’s  Park  regular 
till  Mar.  10th  and  from  Aug.  26th  with  juveniles  seen  on  Aug.  27th 
and  Sept.  16th  (rcg).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  ten  dates  out¬ 
side  the  breeding  season  (jpw,  Parks  Report).  St.  James’s  Park,  a 
female  on  Nov.  22nd  (ghg). 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  at  least  50  localities,  nearly  half  of  which  were  in 
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Surrey.  In  Richmond  Park  wri  and  bam  noted  the  species  as  very 
conspicuous  in  spring  and  found  it  certainly  outnumbered  “Great 
Spotted”  and  possibly  “Green”.  Breeding  pairs  or  suspected  breed¬ 
ing  were  reported  from  Epping  Forest,  Harold  Hill,  Thorndon  Park 
(two  pairs),  South  Weald  Park,  Cassiobury  Park,  Cuffley,  Hampstead 
Heath  (four  to  five  pairs),  Brent  Park,  Bushy  Park,  Hayes  Com¬ 
mon,  Honor  Oak  Park,  Thorpe,  Richmond  Park  (a  minimum  of 
seven  pairs),  Wimbledon  Common  and  Bookham  Common.  One 
or  two  birds  were  also  seen  mainly  on  isolated  dates  at  23  other 
localities. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  9th  (rcg). 

265  Wryneck 

In  Kent  two  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  locality  with  young  seen 
in  June  and  August  and  at  a  second  locality  at  least  one  bird  was 
calling  on  several  dates  between  May  14th  and  June  28th.  In 
addition  to  these,  three  Spring  migrants  were  reported,  one  in  March 
and  two  in  April.  On  Sept.  16th  two  were  trapped  and  ringed  in 
Essex  and  the  remaining  three  autumn  birds  were  all  seen  in  ob¬ 
servers’  gardens,  two  at  separate  localities  on  Sept.  25th  and  one  on 
the  late  date  of  Oct.  13th. 

271  Woodlark 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (mjw). 

K  A  pair  present  at  a  locality  from  Mar.  27th  to  June  11th,  and  four 
there  on  Oct.  8th  (rvw). 

S  Near  Esher  Station,  two  on  Aug.  13th  (ewf).  Limpsfield  Chart, 
two  singing  on  July  3rd  (tjm).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Mar.  19th 
(Mjcd).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Mar.  8th  (wri).  Wimbledon 
Common,  two  or  three  on  Oct.  8th  (mb). 

272  Skylark 

Cold  weather  in  the  first  week  of  the  year  resulted  in  a  S.  to  S.W. 
movement.  At  Morden  165  flew  S.  on  Jan.  7th  (Mjcd) ;  500  S.  at 
the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  on  the  8th  (jf),  on  which  day  the  peak 
numbers  for  the  winter,  500,  were  seen  at  Romford  S.F.  (rrs),  and 
25  flew  S.  to  S.W.  at  Regent’s  Park  (rcg).  Smaller  numbers  were 
noted  moving  S.  to  S.W.  in  the  autumn  on  many  days  from  the  end 
of  September  to  the  beginning  of  December. 

274  Swallow 

First  arrivals  at  four  localities  were  on  Apr.  9th.  The  largest  num¬ 
bers  reported  on  the  spring  migration  were  c.  250  at  Staines  on  Apr. 
22nd  (cww)  and  c.  400  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  14th  (rmrg).  In  the 
autumn  there  were  c.  300  on  Sept.  16th  and  c.  200  on  the  23rd  at 
Thorpe  (ghg)  ;  in  Inner  London  1 12  in  Hyde  Park  and  150  in  Regent’s 
Park  on  Sept.  26th  (Parks  Report,  rcg);  700+  flying  S.  or  S.E. 
at  Thorpe  on  Oct.  14th  (ghg).  There  were  two  November  records, 
one  at  Weybridge  on  the  3rd  (ghg)  and  one  at  Camberwell  on  the 
10th  (PJSn) . 
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276  House  Martin 

The  first  recorded  was  one  at  Staines  Re?,  on  Apr.  11th  (cww).  No 
large  numbers  were  seen  on  the  spring  passage.  The  Inner  London 
colony  at  Harley  Road,  St.  John’s  Wood,  found  in  1966,  was  again 
occupied  by  six  nesting  pairs  (rhk).  On  the  autumn  passage  750 
flew  S.W.  at  Honor  Oak  on  Sept.  19th  (bjs),  400  at  Regent’s  Park 
on  Sept.  23rd  (rcg),  387  S.E.  at  Thorpe  on  Oct.  1st,  and  c.  500  there 
from  06.30  to  10.30  hrs.  on  Oct.  14th  (ghg).  There  were  only  three 
November  records,  but  a  very  late  bird  was  seen  at  Springfield 
Park  on  Dec.  6th  (rcb). 

277  Sand  Martin 

As  in  1966,  the  first  arrival  was  on  Mar.  18th,  one  at  Richmond  Park 
(rad,  djg,  mjw).  The  largest  number  on  the  spring  passage  was 
c.  200  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  14th  (rmrg).  dw  reported  that  there 
were  2,000  to  3,000  at  three  main  breeding  colonies  at  Holmethorpe 
S.P.  in  the  latter  half  of  June  and  July.  One  pair  nesting  at  Hamp¬ 
stead  Ponds  was  the  nearest  breeding  to  central  London.  On  the 
autumn  passage  bec  estimated  the  number  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on 
Aug.  12th  at  c.  7,000.  One  was  seen  at  King  George  AT  Res.  on 
Nov.  18th  (pwb),  three  at  Sevenoaks  on  the  18th  (jgh,  jmh)  and  one 
at  Staines  Res.  on  the  22nd  (aw). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

M  Upper  Holloway,  a  male  in  the  observer’s  garden  on  May  14th  (rwg). 

280  Carrion  Crow 

There  were  300  at  a  roost  at  Kenwood,  Middx,  on  Dec.  28th.  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  11  pairs  (Parks 
Report),  Regent’s  Park,  ten  pairs  (rcg),  Holland  Park,  one  pair 
(epb),  Fitzroy  Square,  one  pair  (rhk),  Dean’s  Yard,  Westminster, 
one  pair  (ghg). 

S  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  (mclc). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Alar.  18th  (pcf).  Warren  Wood,  Epping 
Forest,  one,  recently  killed,  on  a  gamekeeper’s  gibbet  on  Apr.  1st 
(dimw)  . 

H  Stanborougli,  one  from  Jan.  11th  to  Apr.  17th  (pamd). 

A4  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  13th  to  16th  (lab,  jhw). 

K  Blackheath,  one  on  Alay  30th  (fjh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  14th  (kco). 

282  Rook 

E  No  breeding  took  place  at  the  Hainault  Lodge  rookery  referred  to  in 
L.B.R.  No.  31  for  1966. 

AI  Inner  London:  three  flying  N.W.  over  Primrose  Hill  on  Oct.  28th 
(rcg)  . 
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283  Jackdaw 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens  up  to  eight  present  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  (jpw),  and  one  pair  bred  rearing  two  young  (yml). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  recorded  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  from  Aug.  to 
Dec.  (rcg).  Vincent  Square,  one  on  May  4th  (ghg). 

S  Lambeth,  one  in  Archbishop’s  Park  on  Jan.  25th  (ghg). 

284  Magpie 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (epb)  ;  Regent’s 
Park,  one  Feb.  5th,  two  Mar.  16th,  one  or  two  frequently  from 
Sept.  9th  to  Dec.  31st  and  up  to  four  on  Primrose  Hill  in  October 
(rcg).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (Parks  Report). 

286  Jay 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London: 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  four  territories; 
probably  bred  as  two  family  parties  seen  (Parks  Report) ;  Regent’s 
Park,  four  nesting  pairs  (rcg)  ;  also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Holland  Park  and  Brompton  Cemetery  (epb,  adt)  . 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  (mclc)  . 

288  Great  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  17  territories 
(Parks  Report);  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  30  young  fledged  from  c.  12 
broods  (rcg);  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  probably  c.  10 
present  (epb)  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  a  male  carrying  food  on  May  26th 
(ghg). 

S  Battersea  Park,  two  or  three  pairs,  at  least  one  of  which  bred  success¬ 
fully  (mclc).  Archbishop’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (ghg). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  41  territories— 
eight  nests  in  lampposts  (Parks  Report) ;  Regent’^  Park,  up  to  50 
young  fledged  from  c.  20  broods  (rcg)  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  three  or  four 
pairs  bred  (Parks  Report);  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully;  six 
nests  known  (epb). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  seven  or  eight  singing  cocks ;  two  nests 
found  and  at  least  two  family  parties  seen  (mclc)  . 

290  Coal  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  now  resident;  two 
family  parties  seen  on  June  30th  (Parks  Report,  jpw)  ;  Regent’s 
Park,  present  throughout  the  year;  two  pairs  bred  (rcg)  ;  Holland 
Park,  two  resident  and  bred  successfully  (epb). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  24th  and  Oct.  7th  (rcg). 
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293  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution. 

E  Havering,  one  pair  May-June  (jts).  Galley  Hill,  near  Waltham 
Abbey,  two  on  Apr.  16th  (whck). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (jdm).  Cuffley. 
one  pair  (jj). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  Jan.  to  July  (lab).  Harefield  Moor,  one  carrying 
food  on  June  18th  (igj).  Mill  Hill,  one  pair  (ehw).  Potters  Bar, 
two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  successfully  (rfs).  Scratch  Wood, 
three  pairs  bred  (ehw)  . 

K  Dartford  Heath,  a  family  party  on  June  15th;  Joyden’s  Wood,  three 
in  the  breeding  season;  Magpie  Bottom,  a  family  party  on  June 
23rd  (khp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  a  pair  on  Apr.  14th;  Banstead  Woods,  a  pair 
excavating  on  Apr.  16th,  and  a  family  party  on  June  12th;  Ashtead 
Forest,  a  nest  with  small  young  on  May  18th  (wri)  .  Bookham 
Common,  one  singing  May  14th;  a  party  of  four,  including  juveniles, 
on  June  24th  (gb).  Chelsham,  one  in  Holt  Wood  on  Apr.  30th 
(igm).  Long  Ditton,  a  nest  with  eggs  on  May  7th  (wri).  Wolding- 
ham,  two  on  Apr.  30th  (igm)  . 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Although  bmeu  reported  “fewer  this  year”  in  Epping  Forest,  elsewhere 
numbers  appear  to  be  back  to  the  1962  level,  wri  found  30  nests  at 
17  localities  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London  dab  reported  one  in 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Oct.  30th. 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  trapped  and  ringed  on  Jan.  8th  (rmrg). 

296  Nuthatch 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  30th 
and  Apr.  4th  (dab)  ;  Holland  Park,  a  single  bird  throughout  the  year, 
occasionally  two  during  the  period  July  24th  to  November  (epb, 
wmo)  ;  Mayfair,  one  feeding  daily  from  a  hopper  in  garden  of  1 0 
Wimpole  Street  during  November  (ag). 

298  Tree  Creeper 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  single  birds  on  June  2nd, 
Sept.  17th,  Oct.  2nd  and  30th,  Nov.  22nd  and  27th  (con,  Parks 
Report);  Regent’s  Park,  one  Aug.  27th,  one  or  two  in  September, 
one  in  October  and  one  on  Dec.  14th  (rcg)  ;  Holland  Park,  one  on 
Aug.  4th,  12th  and  22nd,  and  Sept.  23rd  (epb,  wmo) . 

S  Battersea  Park,  one  on  June  24th  (mclc). 

299  Wren 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London : 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  five  territories  and 
at  least  two  pairs  reared  young  (Parks  Report)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  18 
singing  males,  but  only  two  young  seen  (rcg)  ;  Holland  Park,  bred 
successfully;  five  singing  males  (epb). 
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S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  six  singing  males,  and  three  families 
seen  (mclc). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London : 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred — four  terri¬ 
tories  (Parks  Report);  Regent’s  Park,  11  pairs;  at  least  13  young 
fledged  from  nine  broods  (rcg)  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  an  adult  and  two 
juveniles  on  May  26th  (ghg)  ;  Wapping,  an  adult  seen  feeding  young 
in  a  small  park  on  Apr.  22nd  (aw).  Also  present  in  the  breeding- 
season  in  Holland  Park  (epb). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  7-9  pairs;  six  juveniles  seen  by  the 
end  of  June  (mclc). 

302  Fieldfare 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  the  year  during  a  brief  cold  spell,  a 
movement  developed  on  the  8th.  At  Clement  Street,  Kent,  800 
flew  S.S.W.  in  three  hours  (rvw),  at  Brent  Res.  200  flew  E.  (lab), 
and  smaller  numbers  elsewhere.  On  the  same  day  there  were  500 
at  Down  Barns  Farm,  Middx,  (igj).  Two  days  later  800  flew  S.  at 
Brent  R.es.  (lab).  Thereafter  the  wintering  population  was  higher 
than  in  1966  with  flocks  of  over  100  reported  from  18  localities  in¬ 
cluding  500+  at  Timberden  Bottom  on  Feb.  19th  (hfg),  400  at 
Knatts  Valley  on  Mar.  26th  (rvw)  and  750+  at  Farningham  on 
Apr.  17th  during  the  return  passage.  There  were  only  three  May 
records,  all  of  single  birds,  the  last  on  May  13th.  The  first  arrivals  in 
the  autumn  were  not  seen  until  Oct.  14th,  12  at  Ruxley  (litg),  and 
it  was  not  until  Nov.  1st  that  any  large  numbers  were  reported. 
On  that  date  c.  520  passed  over  Regent’s  Park  in  70  minutes  (rcg), 
400  W.N.W.  in  one  hour  at  Danson  Park  (rvw),  100  S.W.  at  Rich¬ 
mond  Park  (bam)  and  120+  at  St.  Paul’s  Gray  (khp).  The  largest 
flock  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  500  at  Down  Barns  Farm 
on  Dec.  26th  (igj). 

303  Song  Thrush 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  37  territories — bred 
(Parks  Report) ;  Regent’s  Park,  over  33  broods,  and  c.  50  young 
fledged  (rcg)  ;  Flolland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb)  . 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  12-16  pairs,  nine  juveniles  seen  by  the 
end  of  June  (mclc). 

304  Redwing 

As  with  the  Fieldfare  there  was  a  considerable  movement  during 
hard  weather  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  the  year.  This  was 
first  noted  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  Jan.  7  th,  and  on  that  day  and  the  8th 
a  total  of  1,000  were  seen  flying  S.  (jf).  On  the  8th  300  flew  E.  at 
Brent  Res.  (lab)  and  there  were  c.  900  at  Down  Barns  Farm  (igj). 
On  the  10th  300  flew  S.  at  Brent  Res.  (lab).  Thereafter  the  winter¬ 
ing  population  was  probably  less  than  half  that  of  the  Fieldfare,  and 
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the  return  migration  was  unrecorded.  The  only  May  record  was  of 
one  on  the  6th.  Although  the  first  arrivals  in  the  autumn,  on  Oct. 
1st  at  two  localities,  were  earlier  than  Fieldfare,  numbers  were  much 
lower.  Passage  migrants  were  most  in  evidence  in  November,  but 
the  largest  number  was  only  128,  flying  S.W.  in  1J  hours  at  Dulwich 
on  Dec.  16th  (mah). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr.  8th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  male 
on  May  9th  (reh).  Havering,  a  female  from  Oct.  13th  to  18th 
(Jts). 

H  Stanborough,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  (rll). 

M  Edmonton  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  8th  was  the  bird  seen  at  Girling  Res. 
on  the  same  day  (jf).  Kenwood,  a  male  on  Apr.  1st;  Hampstead 
Heath,  two  males  and  a  female  on  May  1st  (Hampstead  Heath 
Report) . 

K  Belvedere  S.F.  one  on  Mar.  25th;  Hanley,  one  on  Apr.  23rd;  Horton 
Kirby,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (rvw).  Honor  Oak,  a  male  and  a  female 
on  Apr.  30th  (mah,  bjs). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  a  female  on  Apr.  15th  and  a  male  on  May  2nd 
(Mjcd).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  2nd  (adp,  kco). 

311  Wheat  ear 

First  arrivals  at  two  localities  on  Mar.  18th.  Spring  passage  con¬ 
tinued  until  May  20th,  but  commonest  at  the  end  of  March  and  in 
April  with  a  maximum  of  34  at  Clement  Street  on  Mar.  27th  (rvw). 
A  female  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  July  7th  (jcy).  Autumn  passage 
from  Aug.  5th  to  Oct.  17th,  maximum  12  at  Romford  S.F.  on  Sept. 
20th  (rrs),  but  a  late  bird  stayed  at  Chigwell  Waterworks  from 
Oct.  28th  to  Nov.  10th  (mpt). 

317  Stonechat 

A  further  increase  in  records  out  of  the  breeding  season;  up  to  three 
at  eight  localities  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  up  to  three  from 
15  localities  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  record  of  breeding  is  given 
below. 

S  Epsom  Common,  a  pair  in  June  and  July  were  seen  with  two  young 
on  July  2nd  (pg,  jww). 

318  Whinchat 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  20th  to  May  21st,  but  no  more  than  three 
at  any  one  locality.  Autumn  passage  from  July  7th  to  Oct.  6th, 
maximum  eight  on  Aug1.  26th  at  Romford  S.F.  (rrs).  Breeding 
season  records  are  given  below. 

E.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  July  2nd  (prd,  srp). 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  female  seen  carrying  nesting  material,  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  obtained  (cww) . 

K  Belvedere  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  successfully;  the  site  at  Woolwich 
Arsenal,  where  three  pairs  bred  in  1966,  was  not  visited  (rvw). 

S  Norwood  Lake,  a  female  on  June  16th  (ffbm). 
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320  Redstart 

The  first  reported  was  a  female  at  Staines  on  Mar.  31st  (pwb),  the 
last,  two  at  Primrose  Hill  on  Sept.  30th  (rcg).  Breeding  season 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  at  least  eight  singing  males  between  Connaught 
Water  and  Monk  Wood  (jf),  and  two  pairs,  one  with  a  nest  at  High 
Beach  (one  probably  additional  to  the  above)  (bmeu).  Thorndon 
Park,  a  male  on  June  9th  and  14th  (jab). 

K  Chart’s  Edge,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  (rvw)  .  Crockhamhill  Common, 
a  female  carrying  food  and  a  juvenile  on  July  2nd  (khp).  The  Chart, 
at  least  two  pairs  on  June  10th  (djm). 

S  Addington  Hills,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  June  15th  (ems).  Ashtead 
Common,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (pg,  jww).  Limpsfield 
Chart,  at  least  eight  pairs  in  July;  six  pairs  feeding  young  (RGBy) . 
Richmond  Park,  one  pair  only,  but  bred  successfully  (bam).  Wimble¬ 
don  Common,  a  pair  feeding  fledged  young  on  July  11th  (wri). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Probably  nine  pairs  bred,  compared  with  eight  in  1966.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Becontree-  Heath,  a  pair  reared  at  least  one  young  (mkj,  bsms). 
King  George  V  Res.,  a  pair  reared  three  young  at  the  pumping 
station  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  at  a  factory  estate  by 
Banbury  Res.  on  May  21st  (RStj).  North  Weald,  one  on  Oct.  8th 
(bmeu). 

M  Brimsdown  Power  Station,  a  pair  reared  two  young;  Tottenham 
Gas  Works,  two  pairs  reared  young;  Ponders  End  S.F.,  a  female 
Apr.  18th  to  27th  (bsms).  Springfield  Park,  a  male  on  Sept.  27th 
(rcb).  White  City,  a  male  in  May  (dwh).  Inner  London:  Cripple- 
gate  area,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st,  a  male  and  two  immatures  or  females 
on  Apr.  27th,  a  male  on  July  3rd  and  30th  and  a  female  on  Sept. 
22nd  (rb,  bsms,  rbw,  jjw)  ;  near  Gough  Square,  a  pair  on  June  15th 
(rhk). 

K  Belvedere,  a  pair  raised  young  at  a  factory  site  (jh).  Littlebrook, 
two  males  singing  on  May  8th  and  10th,  and  a  male  carrying  food 
on  June  30th  (jh).  Blackwall  Point  Power  Station,  a  male  on  June 
10th  and  a  pair  on  June  17th,  but  not  seen  subsequently  (bsms). 

S  Croydon  Power  Station  area,  two  pairs  reared  young  (bsms)  .  South 
Norwood  lake,  a  female  on  Apr.  9th  (jaw).  Thorpe  G.P.,  a  female 
on  Apr.  16th  (ghg). 

322  Nightingale 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  in  song  on  May  27th,  June  20th  and  26th 
(reh,  kn).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (pcf).'  Waltham 
Abbey,  two  in  song  on  May  19th  and  29th  (bmeu). 

M  Denham,  two  singing  on  the  railway  bank  on  May  2nd  (igj).  Potters 
Bar,  one  singing  on  June  1st  (rpw).  Scratch  Wood,  one  on  May  14th 
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(lkw).  Stanmore  Common,  one  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (pfb  . 
Inner  London:  one  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  May  1st  (dab). 

K  Nunhead,  one  on  May  6th  (mah).  Singing  birds  were  reported  at 
Magpie  Bottom  on  four  dates  from  Apr.  28th  to  June  5th  (gmc, 
hfg,  rhdy),  Eastdown,  near  Shoreham  on  June  4th  (gmc),  Knatt’s 
Valley  on  June  10th  (pms),  and  Northfleet,  three  on  May  11th  and 
two  on  June  28th  (rfs,  log). 

S  Ashtead  Woods,  first  recorded  on  Apr.  30th,  considered  to  have  bred 
(rgb).  Banks  Common,  one  singing  on  May  21st  (pjo).  Bookham 
Common,  at  least  two  in  May  (fcr).  Chertsey,  one  in  observer’s 
garden  on  Aug.  7th  (jas).  Fetcham  Downs,  one  singing  from 
May  10th  to  29th  (agc).  Prince’s  Coverts,  four  singing  on  Apr.  29th 
(kdgm),  and  one  singing  at  Telegraph  Hill  on  May  18th  (wri). 
Surbiton,  one  singing  in  a  bramble  thicket  on  derelict  allotments 
from  May  1 0th  to  1 8th  (wri)  .  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on 
June  8th  (jg). 

324  Bluethroat 

E  Romford  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  and  24th  (rrs). 

325  Robin 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories 
(Parks  Report) ;  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (Parks  Report) ; 
Holland  Park,  bred;  a  slight  increase  over  last  year  (epb). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  singing  males  and  two  parties  of 
juveniles  seen  (mclc). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  North  Weald,  one  singing  on  July  15th  (bmeu). 

H  Barnet,  two  on  Apr.  28th  and  one  on  June  11th  (mbk,  rpw).  Brox- 
bourne  Woods,  five  heard  on  May  9th  and  three  or  four  on  July  17th 
(rce,  Jpw).  Old  Parkbury,  two  heard  on  May  15th  (pamd).  Rye 
Meads,  one  heard  on  a  number  of  dates  from  May  7th  to  Aug.  6th 
(rmrg).  Bishop’s  Wood,  near  Rickmansworth,  three  singing  on 
May  27th  (igj). 

B  Black  Park,  one  singing  on  June  28th  (jhw). 

K  Horton  Kirby,  one  singing  on  May  17th  (rvw).  Lullingstone,  one 
singing  on  June  8th  (khp).  Otford,  one  singing  on  July  2nd,  5th  and 
16th.  Sundridge,  one  singing  on  June  11th  (rvw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  three  singing  on  Apr.  23rd,  and  a  nest  with  eggs 
found  on  May  18th  (wri).  Barrow  Green,  one  carrying  food  on 
July  16th  but  no  nest  foiind  (ajg).  Bookham  Common,  four  singing 
during  the  breeding  season  (gb,  pjo).  Caterham  Valley,  one  singing 
on  June  29th  (ajg).  Esher  Common,  one  singing  on  June  25th 
(pjo).  Fetcham  Downs,  two  singing  from  Apr.  22nd  to  May  16th: 
a  nest  with  eggs  found  on  May  21st;  pne  singing  from  May  23rd  to 
June  10th  (agc,  tlb).  Holmethorpe,  one  singing  on  June  2nd,  9th 
and  16th  (dw).  Leatherhead,  five  singing  on  June  27th  (wri). 
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Thorpe,  a  pair  in  May  and  June  (ghg).  Woodcote  Park,  one  singing 
on  July  17  th  (wri). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

The  nearest  breeding  localities  to  Inner  London  reported  were: 

M  Brent  Res.  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (lab).  Hampstead  Heath, 
one  pair  bred  (jcy). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  pairs  present  on  June  10th  (GHn).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (kco,  adp).  Richmond  Park,  two 
pairs  bred  (bam). 

337  Sedge  W arbler 

Passage  migrants  were  reported  in  Inner  London  from  Kensington 
Gardens,  Regent’s  Park,  St.  James’s  Park,  and  Battersea  Park  in  the 
spring  and  from  Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park  in  the 
autumn.  The  nearest  breeding  locality  to  Inner  London  was  Brent 
Res.  where  one  or  two  pairs  bred  (jaw). 

343  Blackcap 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  held 
territories,  and  one  pair  nested  successfully  (Parks  Report).  Regent’s 
Park,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (rcg).  Holland  Park,  bred  success¬ 
fully,  probably  two  pairs  (epb). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

More  records  of  passage  birds  than  usual  from  the  Inner  London 
parks,  and  one  was  singing  at  a  City  bombed  site  at  186  Aldersgate 
Street  on  May  6th  (bsms). 

347  Whit  ethr  oat 

Passage  birds  recorded  in  Inner  London  from  Apr.  20th  to  the  end 
of  May,  and  from  July  15th  to  Sept.  21st,  maximum  eight  on  Sept. 
8th  in  Regent’s  Park. 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

In  Inner  London  recorded  in  Regent's  Park  on  four  dates  in  May, 
and  up  to  three  birds  on  13  days  in  August,and  15  days  in  September; 
one  on  Oct.  1st  and  5th  (rc.g).  Only  one  record  each  from  Hyde 
Park,  Kensington  Gardens,  Battersea  Park  and  Archbishop’s  Park, 
Lambeth. 

354  Willow  Warbler 

Early  arrivals  were  noted  at  Bushy  Park  on  Mar.  1st  (pwb),  and  at 
Kew  Gardens  on  Mar.  11th  (djg),  but  first  arrivals  in  most  localities 
were  not  noted  until  April.  A  late  bird  was  ringed  near  Wraysbury 
Reservoir  on  Nov.  11th  (jgf).  Common  on  passage  in  Inner 
London,  and  three  males  held  territories  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding  (Parks  Report). 

356  Chiff chaff 

Unusually,  the  first  birds  noted,  at  two  localities  on  Mar.  12th,  were 
later  than  the  first  Willow  Warblers,  but  they  were  widespread  before 
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the  end  of  the  month.  Late  birds  were  recorded  at  Kempton  Res. 
(trapped)  on  Nov.  18th  (dp),  Peckham  Park  on  Dec.  5th  (mah), 
Ruxley  on  Dec.  10th  (htg),  and  Brooklands  on  Dec.  13th  (co  l 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Breeding  season  records  except  for  isolated  records  of  birds  singing 
during  the  period  of  the  spring  passage,  and  all  records  for  Inner 
London. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  at  Sewardstonebury  (pab)  ;  one  pair 
bred  at  High  Beach  (bmeu)  ;  one  on  four  dates  from  May  20th  to 
July  1st  at  Theydon  Bois  (mkd)  ;  two  in  song  on  June  4th  at  Loughton 
Camp  (reh). 

H  Broxbourne  Wood,  a  pair  on  July  15th  (rfl).  Xorthaw  Great 
Wood,  three  singing  males  in  June  (jj,  bls). 

M  Stanmore,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  one  on  July  10th;  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  July  28th 
(Parks  Report).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  13th  and  Aug. 
25th  (rcg). 

K  Hayes  Common,  two  singing  from  May  to  early  July  may  have  bred 
(awb).  Crockham  Hill  Common,  two  singing  on  May  29th; 
Hosey  Common,  five  singing  on  May  29th  (rvw). 

S  Ashtead  Forest,  first  seen  in  area  on  May  10th  and  considered  to  have 
bred  (rgb).  Banstead  Woods,  a  pair  nest  building  on  June  11th 
(rhbf).  Bramblecombe  Woods,  one  on  June  18th  (gmc).  Kings- 
wood  Church,  two  singing  on  June  18th  (rhbf).  Limpsfield  Chart, 
two  pairs  on  May  27th  (igm).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one 
on  May  7th  (mclc). 

364  Goldcrest 

Still  very  few  breeding  season  records,  all  of  which  are  given. 

M  Ruislip,  one  singing  on  Apr.  22nd  at  Bury  Street  (igj).  Scratch 
Wood,  three  in  larches  on  June  18th  (ehw).  Stanmore,  two  pairs 
nested  in  conifers  in  gardens  (ehw). 

B  Denham,  two  singing  on  May  29th  (igj). 

K  Hosey  Common/Brasted,  seven  singing  in  spring,  and  juveniles  at 
two  sites  and  a  pair  feeding  young  in  July  (rvw)  .  Noted  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Hayes  Common  and  Keston  Common  (awb), 
and  at  Shoreham,  Crockham  Hill  Common,  Pett’s  Wood  and 
Mildmay  Forest  (khp).  Otford,  one  or  more  juveniles  on  July  17th 
(hfg)  . 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  on  July  2nd  (ems).  Oxshott  Heath,  one  singing 
on  June  2nd  (crac).  Weybridge,  a  pair  with  nest  on  May  17th, 
and  a  pair  in  courtship ‘on  July  14th  (qhg).  Ashtead  Woods,  one 
on  May  10th  (rgb,  pg).  Banstead,  bred  (ajh).  Fetcham  Dowms, 
two  or  three  singing  from  Mar.  19th  to  June  18th  (agc).  Oxted, 
one  singing  on  May  21st  (jdm). 

365  Firecrest 

More  records  than  usual,  and  three  birds  out  of  seven  trapped. 
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E  Thorndon  Park,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct.  7th  (pcf).  Rom¬ 
ford  S.F.  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov.  12th  (rrs). 

H  Northaw,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (tj,  jl). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  18th,  one  of  which  was  trapped  (dp). 
Upper  Holloway,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Apr.  13th  (rwg). 
Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  May  8th  (jc). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  seven  territories 
and  two  nests  found  (Parks  Report).  Regent’s  Park,  not  more  than 
eight  breeding  pairs,  and  despite  two  second  broods,  only  16  young 
seen  (rcg). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

One  or  two  seen  at  six  localities  in  spring  from  Apr.  18th  to  May  6th. 
Autumn  passage  at  13  localities  from  Aug.  9th  to  Sept.  27th,  maximum 
five  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept.  4th  (jcy). 

371  Hedge  Sparrow 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  23  territories  held 
(Parks  Report).  Regent’s  Park,  no  apparent  change  of  status  (up 
to  50  breeding  pairs  in  1966)  (rcg).  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  two 
pairs  bred  (Parks  Report).  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully — 
numbers  similar  to  last  year  (epb). 

S  Battersea  Park,  8-10  singing  cocks;  only  one  family  party  seen  (mclc). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  large  numbers  at  the  end  of  March 
during  the  return  migration  are  given. 

E  Barking  Marshes  and  Ripple  Level,  many  in  song-flights  during  the 
breeding  season  (rwbs)  .  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  definitely  bred, 
and  at  least  ten  other  singing  males  (srp)  . 

H  Totteridge,  c.  150  on  Mar.  28th  and  30th  (rpw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  five  pairs  on  June  22nd;  Staines  Moor,  2-3 
pairs  on  June  6th  (caw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  400  on  Mar.  30th  (prc)  ;  one  pair  in  the  breeding 
season  (kco).  Epsom  S.F.,  bred  successfully  (edu).  Walton  Res., 
at  least  three  pairs  bred  (ghg^. 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records. 

E  Epping  Forest,  four  nests  found  (fr,  bmeu).  Childerditch,  four 
singing  on  May  21st  (rbw).  Harold  Hill,  four  singing  males  and 
two  pairs  definitely  bred  (rwbs).  Havering,  three  singing  males  in 
May  ( jts)  .  Ongar  Park  Wood,  six  pairs  located  in  June  (ir). 
South  Weald  Park,  one  pair  bred  (aps).  Thorndon  Park,  four  pairs 
during  the  breeding  season  and  three  nests  found  (prd,  pcf,  srp). 
Warley,  one  on  three  dates  in  May  and  June  (rbw). 

H  Broxbourne  area,  on  May  20th  eight  at  Cowheath  Wood,  two  at 
Danemead  Wood  and  one  at  Box  Wood  (rfl). 
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M  Potters  Bar,  two  pairs  on  May  29th  (jpw).  Mill  Hill,  two  pairs; 
Scratch  Wood,  two  pairs;  Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  (ehw). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  6th  and  8th,  Aug.  1st 
and  29th  and  Sept.  8th  (rcg). 

K  Hayes  Common,  two  singing  from  Apr.  29th  to  early  July  (awb). 
Shoreham,  three  singing  in  territories  in  June  at  Romney  Street,  and 
one  carrying  food  on  June  6th  at  Well  Hill  (hfg).  Noted  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Dartford  Heath,  Mildmay  Forest,  Joyden’s  Wood, 
and  Pett’s  Wood  (khp). 

S  Banstead  and  Walton  Heaths,  several  pairs  (rch  ).  Fetcham 
Downs,  one  singing  on  June  5th  (agc).  Limpsfield  Chart,  12 
singing  in  only  a  small  area  (rgb>)  ;  described  as  numerous  by  (ajh)  . 
Old  Coulsdon,  present  in  June  (ajh).  Park  Downs,  Banstead,  five 
pairs  on  June  5th,  four  pairs  feeding  young  (rhbf).  Richmond 
Park,  possibly  three  pairs  breeding  (bam).  Wimbledon,  five  singing 
on  July  4th  (djg). 

379  Rock  and  Water  Pipits 

Records  of  Rock  Pipit  ( petrasus )  too  numerous  to  detail.  Most 
frequent  in  January  and  October,  maximum  six  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Oct.  6th  (aww).  Not  recorded  in  February,  and  June  to  August. 
Details  are  given  of  birds  considered  by  the  observers  to  be  Water 
Pipits  ( spinoletta )  and  in  one  case  Scandinavian  Rock  Pipit  ( littoralis ), 
also  one  record  of  a  Rock  Pipit  for  Inner  London. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (mja). 

H  Rickmansworth  area,  one  or  two  up  to  Mar.  11th.  and  up  to  three 
from  Nov.  26th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (rcg,  emf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Jan.  21st  to  Apr. 
5th,  maximum  ten  on  Mar.  21st;  on  Apr.  5th  a  Scandinavian  Rock 
Pipit  (adp). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  two  roosts  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  c.  1,500  used  a  roost  at  an  overgrown  lake  throughout 
the  winter  (pcf). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  (jpw);  Regent’s 
Park,  a  pair  was  present,  but  breeding  was  not  proved  (rcg). 

S  Silvermere,  300  to  350  at  a  reed-bed  roost  Oct.  to  Dec.  (ghg). 
Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  a  pair  feeding  two  recently  fledged 
juveniles  on  July  lltli  (ghg).  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  present  but 
breeding  not  proved  (mclc)  . 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  one  on  Apr.  8th,  three  on  the  22nd  (jf). 

Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  June  1st  (whck). 

H  Maple  Cross,  three  on  Apr.  28th  (igj).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  June 
15th  (ask).  North  Minims,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (jpw).  Rye  Meads, 
one  on  Apr.  23rd  (rmrg). 
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M  Staines  reservoirs,  three  or  four  on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th,  one  on  the 
29tll  (RWB,  GHn,  Mjw) . 

S  Addington,  two  on  Apr.  8th  (trs).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr. 
16th  (GHn).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  and  8th  (kco,  adp). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

H  Munden,  a  pair  on  June  1st;  Old  Parkbury,  two  with  a  juvenile  on 
June  19th  (ask). 

M  Hendon,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 

K  French  Street,  a  pair  on  May  15th  whose  behaviour  suggested  breed¬ 
ing  (rvw).  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  in  May  and  one  or  two  juveniles  July 
20th  to  22nd  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Godstone,  one  pair  bred  (jdm).  Leatherhead,  two  juveniles  on  June 
21st  (gmc).  Thorpe,  one  pair  bred  (gfig). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Beckton  and  along  Barking  Creek,  at  least  six  pairs  bred  (jts). 
Chigwell  rubbish  tip,  one  pair  bred  (kn).  Fea  Valley,  from  West 
Ham  to  Nazeing,  present  at  all  suitable  localities;  fifteen  pairs  at 
reservoir  sites  alone  (jf,  bsms).  Ripple  Level,  three  pairs  bred 
(RWBs) . 

H  Hamper  Mill,  seven  on  June  5th  (tgb).  Maple  Cross,  present  in 
April  and  May  and  considered  to  have  bred  (jrb).  Rye  Meads,  at 
least  eight  pairs  on  May  29th  (rmrg).  Waltham  Cross  to  St. 
Margarets,  breeds  commonly  at  all  suitable  sites  (bsms),  West  Hyde, 
a  pair  with  food  on  May  29th  (igj). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  or  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  one  pair  known 
to  have  nested  (lab).  King  George  VI  Res.  and  adjacent  area,  six 
pairs  bred  (aww).  Perry  Oaks,  a  pair  on  June  13th  (caw).  Stan- 
well  Place,  one  pair  bred;  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  two  pairs;  Wraysbury 
Res.,  3-4  pairs;  West  Bedfont,  two  pairs  (wri). 

K  Bexley,  a  pair  carrying  food  (khp).  Green  Street  Green,  two  pairs, 
one  feeding  young,  on  July  18th  (rvw).  Littlebrook,  seven  pairs 
breeding  on  July  14th  (loc).  Swanscombe,  two  on  June  12th  (awb). 

S  Field  Common,  a  pair  on  June  12th  (wri).  Thorpe,  one  pair  bred 
(gfig). 

383  Waxwing 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Jan.  2nd;  two  on  Dec.  23rd  (ehw). 

K  Pett’s  Wood,  one  in  February  (ehg). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Mar.  17th  and  27th  and  Apr.  2nd  (jf,  reh, 
fr).  Fishers  Green  G.P.  one  on  Mar.  21st  (bsms).  Waltham  Abbey, 
one  on  Mar.  5th  (jce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  Jan.  22nd  to  Mar. 
19th  (jf,  reh;  RStj,  jpw).  At  least  two  birds  were  involved,  as  jf 
noted  that  the  Epping  Forest  bird  on  Apr.  2nd  was  darker  than  the 
Walthamstow  bird. 
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H  Cheshunt  pits,  one  on  Jan.  8th  was  first  reported  on  Dec.  26th,  1966 
(. L.B.R .  No.  31,  for  1966),  and  perhaps  moved  to  the  Essex  side  of  the 
valley. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (jhw).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on 
Nov.  5th  (jCy) .  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  11th 
(rcg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  2nd  (jgh,  jmh«. 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Mar.  12th  and  Apr.  9th  i'gb,  emf). 
Headley  Heath,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Apr.  4th  (ckd,  tlb). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

No  breeding  records.  All  records  are  given. 

S  Brooklands,  one  on  May  16th  (co  .  Caterham,  one  on  Aug.  5th 
(lwc).  Park  Downs,  Banstead,  one  in  June  (rhbf). 

389  Starling 

Pattern  of  autumn  migration  similar  to  Chaffinch  with  main  move¬ 
ments  in  the  period  Oct.  14th  to  30th.  Not  all  observers  gave 
estimates  of  numbers,  but  the  counts  submitted  for  this  period 
totalled  over  20,000. 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 
E  Epping  Forest,  at  least  six  pairs  present,  two  nests  found,  and  young 
seen  on  July  18th  (fr).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  June  9th  (jab). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  two  on  Apr.  22nd;  Hatfield  Park,  one  on  May  10th 
(jpw)  .  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  9th  (tj,  jl)  . 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  in  the  sanctuary  on  May 
14th  (rcg). 

S  Old  Coulsdon,  one  on  June  21st  (ajh).  Purley,  three  on  May  27th, 
including  one  juvenile  (rfd)  . 

392  Greenfinch 

Still  increasing.  Noted  below  are  the  largest  flocks,  large  numbers 
ringed  in  gardens,  and  Inner  London  breeding. 

H  Maple  Cross,  5004-  on  Jan.  28th  (igj). 

M  Potters  Bar,  900  flying  S.W.  from  06.43  hrs.  to  06.55  hrs.  on  Mar.  4th, 
700  on  the  5th,  and  smaller  numbers  on  other  dates  from  Mar.  1st 
to  8th,  were  thought  to  have  come  from  a  roost  (jpw).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  1,000  on  Jan.  21st  (cww).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park 
Kensington  Gardens,  18  probable  pairs  (Parks  Report);  Regent’s 
Park,  at  least  19  singing  males,  and  24  fledged  young  seen  from  11 
broods  (rcg)  ;  Holland  Park,  present  throughout  the  breeding  season, 
and  courtship  feeding  seen,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  obtained  (epb). 
S  Sanderstead,  over  300  trapped,, in  one  garden  up  to  Mar.  31st  (lwc). 
Weybridge,  481  ringed  in  a  small  garden  by  the  end  of  March  (ghg). 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  7-9  singing  males  and  one  or  two 
young  seen  (mclc)  ;  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  a  pair  on  May 
25th  and  a  pair  with  two  flying  young  on  July  5th  (ghg). 
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393  Goldfinch 

Inner  London  roosts  and  breeding  records,  and  the  largest  flocks  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  the  roost  in  Warwick  Square  referred  to  in  L.B.R. 
No.  31  for  1966  continued  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the 
maximum  seen  being  55-60  on  Mar.  3rd.  A  new  roost  was  found 
in  Eccleston  Square  in  February  which  reached  a  peak  of  52  on 
Mar.  28th  when  the  Warwick  Square  roost  was  no  longer  in  use. 
Thereafter  numbers  fell  off  gradually,  and  none  were  seen  after 
Apr.  22nd.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  seen  were  seven  on  Nov. 
5th  in  Warwick  Square,  but  by  Dec.  3rd  the  roost  had  transferred  to 
Eccleston  Square,  and  none  were  seen  after  Dec.  10th  (al,  jms). 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  four  broods  with  nine  young  in  the,  park, 
and  a  pair  with  four  young  at  Primrose  Hill  (rcg). 

K  Swanscombe,  c.  200  on  Dec.  30th  (rwc). 

S  Farleigh  Downs,  c.  250  on  Sept.  4th  with  Linnets  and  House  Sparrows 
(sdh). 

394  Siskin 

Very  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  No  information  was 
received  from  Fishers  Green  where  the  largest  flocks  have  been  seen 
in  recent  years,  but  parties  of  from  50  to  85  were  recorded  from  ten 
localities,  ghg  ringed  220  in  his  garden  at  Weybridge  during  the 
period  Feb.  17th  to  Apr.  12th.  One  of  these,  ringed  on  Mar.  18th 
was  killed  by  a  cat  on  June  17th,  1967  at  Andebu,  Vestfold,  Norway, 
one  ringed  on  Mar.  12th  was  retrapped  at  Saint  Marc,  Namur, 
Belgium,  on  Oct.  21st,  1967,  and  one  ringed  on  Mar.  1st  was  killed 
by  traffic  at  Poitiers,  Vienne,  France  on  Dec.  29th,  1967.  Nine 
birds  ringed  in  the  garden  in  1966  and  one  ringed  in  1965  were 
retrapped  in  the  garden  in  1967,  and  two  which  had  been  ringed  there 
in  1966  were  retrapped  at  St.  George’s  Hill  in  1967.  One  trapped 
on  Feb.  18th,  1967,  had  been  ringed  on  Oct.  3rd,  1966,  at  Rybatschi, 
Kaliningrad,  U.S.S.R.  The  ring  of  an  adult  male  ringed  at  Walton- 
*  on-Thames  on  Apr.  16th  1966,  was  found  in  a  pellet  of  a  Tawny  Owl 
at  De  Bilt,  Utrecht,  Holland,  on  Jan.  14th,  1967.  The  last  recorded 
was  an  adult  male  on  May  8th.  First  reported  in  the  autumn  on 
Oct.  6th  but  much  scarcer  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  maximum 
being  40  by  the  River  Wey  on  Dec.  6th  (ghg). 

395  Linnet 

The  largest  flock  reported  was  c.  500  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  29th 
(htg)  . 

397  Redpoll 

Large  numbers  were  present  at  Thorndon  Park  on  Oct.  7th  and  8th 
and  over  200  were  ringed  out  of  a  flock  of  c.  450.  Two  of  these 
were  recovered  in  Belgium  on  Oct.  24th,  1967  (pcf).  Birds  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  the  characters  of  the  race  fiammea  (Mealy  Redpoll) 
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were  seen  by  dimw  in  Epping  Forest,  two  on  Apr.  1st  and  ten  on 
Oct.  15th.  The  breeding  distribution  is  given  in  full  for  North  of 
the  Thames,  but  for  the  South,  where  the  species  prospers,  only 
localities  not  referred  to  in  L.B.R.  No.  31  for  1966  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  two,  possibly  three,  pairs  bred  (pcf). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  two  pairs  bred  in  gardens,  one  pair  elsewhere; 
Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred  (ehw)  .  Hampstead  Heath, 
two  pairs  bred  (jcy). 

K  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  French  Street.  Chart’s  Edge  (rvw), 
Dartford  Heath,  Shoreham,  Mildmav  Forest,  Joyden’s  Wood,  Pett’s 
Wood,  Chislehurst,  Crockham  Hill  Common  (khp)  and  Lullingstone 
(rwc)  . 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  in  song  flight  on  June  1st  (crac).  East 
Molesey,  a  pair  nested  in  a  garden  but  were  unsuccessful  (hg). 
Esher,  Parkwood  Ave.,  one  in  display  flight  on  three  dates  in  May, 
and  feeding  a  juvenile  on  two  dates  in  June  (gb).  Fairmile  Common, 
1-2  in  song  flight  on  July  14th  (wri).  Feteham  Downs,  two  on  May 
16th  and  29th  (agc).  Littleworth  Common,  one  singing  on  May 
13th  and  June  1st  (crac).  Oxshott  Heath,  one  on  June  2nd  (crac). 
Park  Downs,  Banstead,  two  pairs  with  young  on  June  5th  (rhbf). 
Thorpe,  a  pair  on  May  14th  (ghg).  Also  recorded  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Caterham,  Hurst  Green,  Limpsfield  Chart,  Old  Coulsdon, 
Sanderstead  and  Selsdon  Wood  (ajh). 

401  Bullfinch 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  but  only  one  brood  of  young  seen  (rcg). 
Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred;  first  breeding  record  for  the  park  (epb). 

404  Crossbill 

All  records  are  given,  including  a  case  of  breeding. 

E  Chigwell,  ten  flew  over  N.W.  on  June  25th  (mpt).  Thorndon  Park, 
two  on  Aug.  18th  (pcf). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  party  of  seven  on  July  29th  (rcg). 

B  Black  Park,  30+  on  Jan.  4th  (aww). 

K  French  Street,  seven  on  Oct.  8th,  three  on  Dec.  10th  and  one  on  the 
31st  (rvw).  Greenwich  Park,  one  flying  W.  on  July  2nd  (pjc). 
Hosey  Common,  two  on  Jan.  22nd  and  Mar.  12th,  at  least  20  on 
Apr.  9th  and  30th  (rvw)  . 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (tl,  bam).  Balham,  one 
flew  W.  on  July  8th  (prc).  Banstead,  at  Norkway,  one  on  July  28th, 
and  Aug.  4th,  9th,  and  28th  (emf).  Ockham  Common,  10+  on 
Mar.  27th  (sg).  Oxshott,  four  on  Mar.  10th  and  six  on  Mar.  25th 
(wri,  dw).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  and  five  on  May 
20th  (bam).  Selsdon,  six  flew  over  on  Aug.  5th  (kdgm).  St. 
George’s  Hill,  13  on  Jan.  28th,  two  on  four  dates  from  Feb.  18th  to 
Apr.  15th,  c.  20  on  June  1st,  and  14  on  July  3rd  (ghg,  wri).  Wey- 
bridge,  one  on  Mar.  15th  (wri).  Weybridge  Heath,  five  on  Jan. 
29th  (ghg).  Wimbledon  Common,  three  on  Mar.  19th  (dg,  ek). 
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407  Chaffinch 

Autumn  passage  noted  from  the  end  of  September  until  well  into 
November,  but  heaviest  in  the  period  Oct.  14th  to  31st.  Breeding 
season  distribution  for  Inner  London  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  18  territories 
(Parks  Report).  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  17  territories,  but  only  ten 
young  seen  in  six  broods  (rcg).  St.  James’s  Park,  a  female  seen 
carrying  food  to  duck  island  on  May  30th  (ghg).  Holland  Park, 
two  singing  males;  food  seen  carried,  but  no  other  breeding  proof 
(epb). 

408  Brambling 

Very  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  details  of  the  largest 
flocks  being  given  below.  Scarce  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  largest 
flock  reported  being  only  30.  Details  are  also  given  of  a  case  of  nest 
building  in  Inner  London. 

E  Romford  S.F.  350  on  Jan.  12th,  500  on  the  16th,  250  on  the  31st; 
750  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th  and  600  on  the  26th  (rrs). 

M  Potters  Bar,  c.  300  on  Mar.  5th  (rfs). 

K  Clement  Street,  400  on  Jan.  8th  and  9th  (rvw). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  hen  Brambling,  apparently  mated 
to  a  cock  Chaffinch  was  seen  on  a  nest  on  June  10th  11th  and  12th, 
but  the  nest  was  subsequently  disturbed.  The  Brambling  which  had 
a  blue  ring  on  its  right  leg  stayed  in  the  vicinity  until  June  17th 
(mclc). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  distribution. 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  three  pairs  May-June;  Hainault  area,  five  pairs  May 
June  (acp).  Romford  S.F.,  one  to  five  on  most  visits  April-June 
(rrs).  Stifford,  one  singing  on  June  7th  (bh,  EPr).  Thorndon 
Park,  two  pairs  April-June  (pcf). 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  singing  Apr.  22nd;  Troy  Mill,  one  singing  on 
May  27th;  Tilehouse  Lane,  one  singing  on  May  29th;  West  Hyde, 
four  singing  on  May  27th  (igj).  Rabley  Green,  one  pair;  Shenley- 
bury,  two  pairs  (ask).  Symondshyde,  three  singing  in  June  (pamd). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (cww).  West  Bedfont, 
one  singing  on  July  2nd  (wri). 

K  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Dartford  Marshes  (3),  Lullingstone 
Park  (1),  Darenth  G.P.  (1),  Clement  Street  (1),  Lullingstone  Villa 
(5),  and  Eynsford  (1)  (khp).  Farningham,  one  singing  on  June 
10th  (pms) .  Swanscombe,  three  or  four  on  June  12th  (awb). 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

K  Orpington,  one  singing  in  July  and  early  August  (ehg). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on  >a  number  of  dates  from 
Mar.  21st  to  July  25th  (dg,  gh,  wri). 
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421  Reed  Bunting 

Records  for  Inner  London  and  of  a  large  roost  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  400+  at  a  roost  in  a  reed-bed  on  Oct.  21st  (pcf). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Oct.  22nd  and  two  on  the 
30th  (rcg). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  male  on  Dec.  30th;  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  male  on 
Oct.  26th  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  19th  (rwb).  Staines,  one  on 
Dec.  3rd  (cww). 

K  Clement  Street,  one  heard  flying  over  in  fog  on  Dec.  3rd  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  29th  and  Dec.  17th  (wjd,  jww,  fcr 
et  al.).  Hersham  S.F.,  an  adult  male  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct. 
29th  (edu). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Large  numbers  in  Essex  and  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Romford  S.F.  up  to  2,500  from  Feb.  5th  to  Mar.  5th:  3,000  on  Dec. 

23rd  (rrs).  Thorndon  Park,  up  to  2,000  from  Jan.  1st  to  31st  (pcf). 
M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Mar.  23rd;  two  on  Sept.  7th 
and  Oct.  22nd,  four  on  Nov.  11th  (rcg). 
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Additions  and  Corrections  to 
The  London  Bird  Reports  for  1965  and  1966 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  the  bird  reported  from  Dec.  3rd  to  17th,  1966, 
remained  until  the  end  of  the  year;  Staines  Res.,  the  bird  reported 
up  to  Dec.  28th,  1966,  was  still  present  on  the  31st  (rwb). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

M  Staines  Res.,  the  bird  reported  up  to  Dec.  22nd,  1966,  was  seen  also 
on  the  25th  (cmv). 

29  Shag 

M  Staines  Moor,  an  immature  from  Dec.  6th  to  17th  1966  (rwb). 

1 10  Kestrel 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  in  1966  (ks). 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

M  Staines  Moor  and  Wraysbury  New  Reservoir,  several  pairs  at  each  in 
the  1966  breeding  season  (rwb). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Sept.  15th,  1966,  an  early  date  (rwb). 

178  Dunlin 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  the  maximum  on  Apr.  24th,  1966,  was  63  (rwb). 

201  Common  Gull 

The  flock  of  90  was  seen  at  Blackheath  on  Apr.  26th,  1966,  not  May 
1st. 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

M  The  bird  seen  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  18th,  1965,  was  the  second 
record  for  the  London  Area  since  1900,  not  the  first. 

211  Kittiwake 

M  Staines  Res.,  the  adult  seen  on  July  24th  and  25th,  1966,  was  found 
dead  on  the  latter  date  (rwb). 

212  Black  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  the  maximum  was  c.  50  on  May  31st,  1966  (cww). 

255  Swift 

M  Hayes,  a  late  bird  was  seen  on  Oct.  7th  1966  (ap). 

277  Sand  Martin 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully  in  1 966  (ks)  . 

320  Redstart 

M  Late  birds  at  North  Hendon  on  Nov.  2nd  and  9th,  1966  (ag,  bhg). 
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338  Aquatic  Warbler 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  30th,  1965  (prc).  Accepted  by  B.B. 
Rarities  Committee. 

356  Chiffchaff 

M  The  first  arrivals  in  1966  were  three  at  Staines  Moor  on  Mar.  5th 
(cwwj. 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st,  1966  (cww). 

379  Rock  Pipit 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Oct.  7th,  1966  (rwb). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  7th,  1966  (rwb). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

M  Staines  Moor,  3-4  pairs  bred  in  1966;  King  George  VI  Res.,  at  least 
two  pairs  bred  in  1966  (rwb). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

S  Delete  the  entry  for  Wimbledon  Common  in  1966. 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

S  Prince’s  Coverts,  a  male  on  Apr.  7th,  1966  (irb).  Wimbledon 
Common,  a  male  in  May,  June  and  July,  1966,  was  apparently  un¬ 
mated  (mg,  wri). 

420  Little  Bunting 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  May  2nd  to  19th,  1965  (jbc,  dmp,  mjr).  Accep¬ 
ted  by  the  B.B.  Rarities  Committee. 

423  Snow  Bunting 

M  Staines,  one  on  Nov.  12th,  1966  (cww) . 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

M  Staines  Moor,  several  pairs  in  the  1966  breeding  season  (rwb). 


In  the  paper  “The  Return  of  the  House  Martin”  published  in  the 
London  Bird  Report  for  1966,  the  figures  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  diagrams 
on  pages  94,  95  and  96  should  be  70,  80  and  90,  not  60,  70  and  80. 
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The  Changing  Status  of  Birds  in  Kensington 

Gardens 

By  Roy  Sanderson 

Introduction 

The  extensive  London  parks  make  ideal  places  in  which  to  study  the 
more  common  species  of  birds  and  several  papers  have  recently  appeared 
in  London  Bird  Reports  setting  out  the  status  of  the  birds  of  these  parks. 

The  real  rewards  come  when  these  studies  are  repeated  after  a  number 
of  years.  With  Kensington  Gardens  we  are  very  fortunate  as  there  are 
bird  records  going  back  more  than  a  century,  including  two  winter  censuses, 
one  in  1925/26  carried  out  by  E.  M.  and  B.  D.  Nicholson,  and  another  in 
1948/49  by  Stanley  Cramp  and  W.  G.  Teagle.  It  seemed  timely  to  repeat 
these  winter  censuses  in  1966/67  and  to  see  the  changes  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  last  eighteen  years. 

In  addition*  with  the  help  of  two  colleagues,  a  Common  Bird  Census 
was  carried  out  for  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  during  the  breeding 
season  of  1967.  By  comparing  the  results  of  the  two  censuses  some  addi¬ 
tional  information  was  gleaned  about  the  seasonal  fluctuations  of  the 
commoner  species. 

Summary 

1.  In  1946/47  Stanley  Cramp  visited  Kensington  Gardens  at  weekly 
intervals,  keeping  lists  of  the  birds  that  he  saw  on  each  visit.  He  sum¬ 
marized  the  results  under  four  main  classications  according  to  their  status. 

This  exercise  was  repeated  in  1966/67  and  the  results  are  compared 
in  Table  I.  Three  species  formerly  resident  and  breeding  are  now  only 
rare  autumn  and  winter  visitors:  Stock  Dove,  Tree  Creeper  and  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker.  Three  species  formerly  only  regular  winter  visitors 
have  improved  their  status  and  are  now  resident  species:  Pochard,  Coot 
and  Pied  Wagtail. 

2.  In  1925/26  and  1948/49  a  series  of  winter  censuses  was  carried  out. 
A  similar  series  of  censuses  was  made  in  1966/67  and  the  results  are  com¬ 
pared  in  Table  II.  Twelve  species  registered  higher  average  counts 
than  on  the  two  previous  censuses;  these  are  Tufted  Duck,  Moorhen,  Coot, 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Carrion  Crow,  Coal'  Tit,  Song  Thrush,  Black¬ 
bird,  Dunnock,  Greenfinch,  the  Feral  Pigeon  (which  has  shown  a  tenfold 
increase  in  18  years)  and  the  Black-headed  Gull,  now  the  most  numerous 
species  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  winter.  Eight  species  show  decreased 
counts  since  1948;  these  are  the  House  Sparrow,  with  a  fall  of  25%,  Robin, 
down  by  about  50%,  Tree  Creeper,  Jay,  Mistle  Thrush,  Stock  Dove, 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  Jackdaw. 

3.  On  both  the  1948  and  1966  censuses  notes  were  kept  of  the  habitat 
preferences  of  the  birds  counted.  The  1966/67  details  are  listed  by  species 
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and  habitat  in  Table  III.  The  highest  bird  density  was  found  in  the  1 J  acres 
of  lawns  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Long  Water.  The  shrubberies  and 
flower  beds  are  the  only  habitats  to  show  a  decrease  in  bird  density  since 
1948  and  also  the  only  habitats  to  show  a  reduction  in  House  Sparrow 
numbers  (Table  IV). 

4.  A  Common  Bird  Census  was  carried  out  in  the  1967  breeding 
season  and  the  number  of  breeding  territories  has  been  calculated  by  the 
Populations  Section  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology"  from  data  supplied 
to  them  (Table  VI). 

If  the  House  Sparrow  breeding  population  is  estimated  ai  160 
pairs  then  390  pairs  of  23  species  nested  or  held  territories  in  Kensington 


Seasonal  Status- 

( a )  Present  all  year 

(species  in  italics  are 
less  common  in  winter) 


Table  I 
-Comparison  of 


1946-1966  Censuses 


( b )  Summer  Resident 

(c)  Resident  or  frequent 
in  winter 


Total  number  of  species 


1 946 j  1947 

196611967 

Mallard 

Mallard 

Tufted  Duck 

Tufted  Duck 

Mute  Swan 

Pochard 

Mute  Swan 

Moorhen 

Moorhen 

Wood  Pigeon 

Coot 

Wood  Pigeon 

Stock  Dove 

Tawny  Owl 

Tawny  Owl 

Tree  Creeper 

Gt.  Spotted  Woodpecker 
Carrion  Crow 

Carrion  Crow 

Jackdaw 

Jackdaw 

Jay 

Jay 

Wren 

Wren 

Blue  Tit 

Blue  Tit 

Coal  Tit 

Coal  Tit 

Great  Tit 

Great  Tit 

Mistle  Thrush 

Mistle  Thrush 

Song  Thrush 

Song  Thrush 

Blackbird 

Blackbird 

Robin 

Robin 

Dunnock 

Dunnock 

Starling 

Pied  Wagtail 
Starling 

Greenfinch 

Greenfinch 

Chaffinch 

Chaffinch 

House  Sparrow 

House  Sparrow 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Swift 

Swift 

Heron 

Pochard 

Coot 

Herring  Gull 

Common  Gull 

Lesser  Black-backed 

Common  Gull 

Black-headed  Gull 

Black-headed  Gull 

Pied  Wagtail 

Redwing 

* 

34 

31 

the  main  changes  in  status 

since  1946/1947. 

Gull 
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Gardens,  a  breeding  density  of  between  23  to  25  birds  per  ten  acres. 

5.  A  systematic  list  summarises  the  present  status  of  the  major  species 
of  Kensington  Gardens. 

Section  I. — Seasonal  Status 

Prior  to  the  second  winter  census  of  1948/49,  Stanley  Cramp  classified 
all  species  seen  in  Kensington  Gardens  under  four  headings  which  are 
repeated  below  (Cramp,  1948).  Weekly  visits  were  made  by  him  between 
October  1946  and  September  1947  and  lists  were  kept  of  the  birds  seen  on 
each  visit.  These  are  now  compared  with  results  obtained  from  a  similar 
series  of  visits  throughout  1966  and  1967. 

Reduced  Status 

Four  species  formerly  “resident”  are  now  reduced  in  status  to  “present 
all  year  but  less  common  in  winter”.  (Blue  Tit;  Great  Tit;  Jackdaw; 
Robin)  and  three  species  now  appear  so  infrequently  that  they  can  no 
longer  be  included  in  the  classifications  (Stock  Dove;  Tree  Creeper; 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker).  These  latter  three  were  breeding  species 
in  1947. 

Increased  Status 

Three  species,  previously  “resident  or  frequent  in  winter”  can  now  be 
classified  as  “present  all  year”  (Pochard;  Coot;  Pied  Wagtail). 

Two  species  formerly  associated  only  with  hard  weather  conditions  are 
now  “Resident  or  frequent  in  winter”  (Lesser  Black-backed  Gull ;  Redwing) . 

Of  the  12  changes  in  status,  eight  were  also  noted  in  a  census  of  Regent’s 
Park  carried  out  eight  years  ago  (Wallace  1959).  These  were  the  Blue 
Tit,  Great  Tit,  Robin  and  the  five  species  with  an  increased  status. 

Section  II. — Comparison  of  Three  Winter  Censuses 

Table  II  shows  the  results  of  the  three  counts  carried  out  in  1966/1967. 
For  comparison  the  averages  of  the  two  previous  counts  are  shown.  (The 
detailed  figures  for  the  earlier  censuses  can  be  found  in  London  Bird  Report  1 4 
for  1949). 

For  explanatory  notes  on  the  calculation  of  the  averages  for  the  previous 
censuses  see  Appendix  A. 

The  1925  censuses  also  included  single  observations  of  Brambling  and 
Gadwall,  both  rare  visitors  to  the  Gardens. 

The  Mute  Swan  was  not  included  in  the  two  previous  censuses. 

Since  1948  the  Black-headed  Gull  (with  a  density  of  24*2  birds  per 
ten  acres)  has  become  the  most  numerous  bird  in  Kensington  Gardens  in 
winter,  taking  over  from  the  House  Sparrow  (22*6)  which  is  now  in  second 
place,  only  2*5  birds  per  ten  acres  ahead  of  the  Feral  Pigeon.  With  very 
much  smaller  densities  the  next  two  land  birds,  both  numerically  behind 
the  Mallard  (5-7)  and  Tufted  Duck  (4-5),  are  the  Wood  Pigeon  (3-8)  and 
Starling  (2-3). 
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There  was  little  fluctuation  in  the  total  number  of  birds  seen  on  each 
visit  of  the  1966/1967  census  with  average  densities  of  101-4,  101-7  and  92-4 
birds  per  ten  acres  respectively.  These  show  an  average  increase  of  26-8 
birds  per  ten  acres  since  the  last  census,  due  largely  to  the  rapid  rise  in 
Feral  Pigeon  numbers,  but  the  1925/1926  densities  were  about  forty  per 
cent  higher.  In  terms  of  bird  numbers,  therefore,  the  fall  in  the  number  of 

Table  II 


Comparison  of  Three  Winter  Censuses 


1925/26 

1948149 

19th  Nov. 

17th  Dec. 

4th  Feb . 

Species 

( average  of 

(. average  of 

1966 

1966 

1967 

three  counts )  three  counts  ) 

Mallard 

*  203 

94 

129 

183 

161 

Tufted  Duck 

*  19 

94 

126 

156 

91 

Pochard 

*  25 

18 

— 

3 

1 

Kestrel 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Moorhen 

23 

13 

19 

20 

33 

Coot 

- — - 

2 

17 

14 

9 

Lesser  Black-backed 

- 

Gull 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Herring  Gull 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

Common  Gull 

7 

37 

■ — 

32 

49 

Black-headed  Gull 

364 

530 

709 

609 

’682 

Wood  Pigeon 

234 

34 

56 

138 

119 

Stock  Dove 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Tawny  Owl 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tree  Creeper 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Great  Spotted 

Woodpecker 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Skylark 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carrion  Crow 

5 

2 

20 

25 

19 

Jackdaw 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

JaY 

— 

10 

4 

7 

2 

Blue  Tit 

27 

20 

15 

19 

45 

Coal  Tit 

2 

3 

5 

3 

6 

Great  Tit 

19 

19 

16 

3 

17 

W  ren 

5 

— 

3 

3 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

2 

12 

4 

3 

2 

Song  Thrush 

7 

5 

16 

20 

23 

Redwing 

8 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Blackbird 

18 

91 

250 

146 

119 

Robin 

14 

11 

5 

5 

6 

Dunnock 

7 

8 

8 

14 

10 

Pied  Wagtail 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Starling 

377 

38 

82 

43 

68 

Greenfinch 

2 

— 

1 

1 

20 

Bullfinch 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chaffinch 

10 

8 

1 

1 

9 

House  Sparrow 

2,599  ■ 

843 

642 

680 

544 

Feral  Pigeon 

N/C 

66 

619 

611 

464 

Mute  Swan 

N/C 

N/C 

2 

2 

4 

Canada  Goose 

— 

— 

34 

52 

23 

3,996 

1,972 

2,788 

2,798 

2,541 

Number  of  Species 

Counted 

30 

30 

28 

29 

i 

33 
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House  Sparrows,  Starlings  and  Wood  Pigeons  over  the  last  40  years  of 
well  over  2,000  birds  has  only  partially  been  made  up  by  other  species. 

Populations  Decreasing 

(a)  Species  below  both  previous  censuses:  Stock  Dove,  Great  Spotted 
Woodpecker,  Jackdaw,  Great  Tit,  Robin,  Chaffinch  and  House 
Sparrow ; 

( b )  species  that  had  increased  in  1948  but  have  now  decreased  again: 
Tree  Creeper,  Jay  and  Mistle  Thrush. 

Populations  Probably  Steady 

Pochard,  Kestrel,  Common  Gull,  Tawny  Owl,  Redwing,  Blue  Tit  and 
Pied  Wagtail. 

Populations  Increasing 

(a)  Species  above  the  1948  count  but  not  yet  back  to  the  1925  level: 
Mallard,  Wood  Pigeon,  Wren  and  Starling; 

(b)  species  above  both  the  1925  and  1948  counts:  Tufted  Duck, 
Moorhen,  Coot,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Black-headed  Gull, 
Carrion  Crow,  Coal  Tit,  Song  Thrush,  Blackbird,  Dunnock, 
Greenfinch  and  Feral  Pigeon. 

Section  III.-— Habitat  Preferences 

On  the  1948/1949  winter  census  a  record  was  kept  of  the  different 
habitats  in  which  the  birds  were  found.  The  exercise  Was  repeated  this 
time  and  the  results  are  shown  in  Table  III.  The  following  habitats  were 
separated: — 

A  Shrubberies  and  flower  beds  ( 1 1  acres) . 

B  Rubbish  yard  enclosed  by  trees  and  shrubs  (2  acres). 

C  Open  grassland  with  scattered  trees,  including  a  few  small  areas  of 
woodland  with  complete  canopy  in  summer  (240  acres). 

D  Sanctuary,  woodland  with  undergrowth  adjoining  water  (2  acres). 

E  Round  Pond  and  Long  Water  (16J  acres). 

F  Lawns,  trees  and  shrubs  adjoining  water  ( 1 J  acres). 

G  Lawns  with  trees  and  shrubs,  including  an  ornamental  sunken  garden 
with  shrubs  and  pool  (2  acres). 

(N.B.  Acreages  are  approximate — totalling  275  acres.) 

The  habitat  changes  since  1948  are  shown  in  Appendix  B. 

The  Feral  Pigeon  tends  to  congregate  in  large  flocks  near  most  of  the 
park  gates  where  visitors  bring  bags  of  bread  and  grain  for  them.  They  are 
seldom  seen  in  other  habitats,  except  for  a  few  in  the  rubbish  yard  and  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  Long  Water. 

Bird  Densities  in  the  Various  Habitats  in  Winter 

The  greatest  feeding  density  of  birds  was  found  in  the  lawns  adjoining 
water  with  a  density  of  1,41 1  birds  per  ten  acres,  but  this  is  reduced  to  173 
birds  per  ten  acres  if  gulls  and  wildfowl  are  excluded.  The  most  successful 
entirely  land  habitat  was  the  rubbish  yard,  including  the  surrounding  trees 
and  shrubs,  with  a  feeding  density  of  715  birds  per  ten  acres. 
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The  Sanctuary  has  shown  the  largest  increase  in  numbers  of  both  birds 
and  species  since  1948.  The  area,  which  is  enclosed  by  railings,  is  not 
open  to  the  public  and  therefore  rarely  disturbed.  The  feeding  density  has 
risen  from  90  to  365  birds  per  ten  acres  and  the  number  of  species  present 
from  9  to  17,  including  the  addition  of  Bullfinch,  Greenfinch,  Wren  and 
Dunnock. 

The  main  habitat  of  Kensington  Gardens  is  open  grassland  with  scat¬ 
tered  trees  and  a  few  small  areas  of  woodland  where  in  summer  there  is  a 
complete  canopy.  This  area  covers  87%  of  the  park  and  has  the  lowest 
feeding  density,  only  18  birds  per  ten  acres,  less  than  7%  of  the  density 
found  in  the  shrubberies.  The  increases  in  Blackbird  and  Wood  Pigeon 
numbers  have  largely  been  absorbed  by  this  area. 


Table  III 

Habitat  Preferences 


Species 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

Total 

Mallard 

13 

355 

105 

473 

Tufted  Duck 

368 

5 

373 

Pochard 

4 

4 

Kestrel 

3 

.  3 

Moorhen 

16 

5 

8 

43 

72 

Coot 

3 

31 

6 

40 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

5 

5 

Common  Gull 

79 

2 

81 

Black-headed  Gull 

2 

62 

1,714 

196 

26 

2,000 

Wood  Pigeon 

107 

2 

148 

22 

15 

19 

313 

Carrion  Crow 

2 

4 

52 

6 

64 

Jackdaw 

4 

4 

Jay 

1 

12 

13 

Blue  Tit 

25 

5 

43 

4 

2 

79 

Coal  Tit 

4 

10 

14 

Great  Tit 

9 

2 

22 

3 

36 

Wren 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Mistle  Thrush 

i 

8 

9 

Song  Thrush 

12 

2 

32 

7 

4 

2 

59 

Redwing 

7 

7 

Blackbird 

110 

9 

340 

23 

9 

24 

515 

Robin 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Dunnock 

13 

4 

1 

8 

2 

4 

32 

Pied  Wagtail 

* 

1 

2 

3 

Starling 

36 

7 

122 

20 

5 

3 

193 

Greenfinch 

1 

19 

2 

22 

Bullfinch 

1 

1 

Chaffinch 

2 

6 

9 

4-m 

1 

11 

House  Sparrow 

586 

348 

441 

97 

174 

220 

1,866 

Mute  Swan 

8 

8 

Canada  Goose 

42 

67 

109 

922 

429 

1,308 

219 

2,614 

635 

305 

6,432 

Density  per  10  acres 

( average  per  visit) 

{excluding  Feral  Pigeon ) 

1966/1967 

279 

715 

18 

365 

528 

1,411 

508 

78 

346 

> 

1948/1949 

609 

n 

/ 

90 

458 

398 

293 

69 

1925/1926 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  144 
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The  still  unsolved  puzzle  of  the  declining  House  Sparrow  is  the  main 
reason  for  the  change  in  densities  in  the  land  habitats  since  the  1948/1949 
count.  Table  IV  points  to  a  possible  clue  to  the  mystery.  It  shows  that 
although  there  has  been  a  fall  of  25  per  cent  in  the  total  number  of  House 
Sparrows  only  the  shrubberies  and  flower  beds  actually  show  a  decrease  in 
numbers.  In  other  words,  not  only  has  the  decline  in  population  come 
entirely  from  the  shrubberies  and  flower  beds  but  there  has  also  been  a 
shift  of  population  to  all  the  other  habitats.  The  House  Sparrow  is  now 
the  most  common  species  in  all  the  land  habitats. 

Table  IV 

Habitat  Distribution— House  Sparrow 
(average  number  of  birds  on  each  visit) 

A  and  B  C  D  F  G  H  'Total 

1948/1949  688  64  6  14  30  41  843 

1966/1967  311  147  32  58  44  —  592 

The  key  to  the  habitats  accompanies  Table  III,  with  the  following  exceptions: 

G  excludes  the  sunken  garden  (for  direct  comparison  with  1948/49). 

H  allotments  and  sheepfold  which  no  longer  exist. 

The  Blackbird,  though  increasing,  has  also  shown  a  shift  away  from 
the  shrubberies  and  a  far  greater  fondness  for  the  open  grassland  and 
sparse  woodland  than  before  (Table  V). 


Table  V 


Habitat  Distribution — Blackbird 
(average  number  of  birds  on  each  visit) 

A  and  B  C  D  F  G  H  Total 


1948/1949  53  10  2  6  10  10  91 

1966/1967  39  113  8  3  2  —  165 

The  key  to  the  habitats  accompanies  Table  III  with  the  exception  of: 
H  allotments  and  sheepfold  which  no  longer  exist. 


Section  IV. — The  Breeding  Season 

A  Common  Birds  Census  was  carried  out  for  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  in  1967.  The  census  method  is  described  in  detail  by  William¬ 
son  (1964).  Briefly,  birds  are  plotted  on  maps  on  successive  visits  to  the 
area.  From  these  maps  an  assessment  is  made  by  the  B.T.O.  Populations 
Section  of  the  number  of  established  territories  of  each  species. 

The  census  covered  both  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  and  the 
work  was  shared  between  Mr.  D.  Boyd,  Mr.  J.  Widgery  and  myself. 
Mallard  and  House  Sparrow  were  not  censused  on  this  occasion  and 
Moorhen,  Coot,  Starling  and  Wood  Pigeon  were  only  plotted  when  nests 
were  discovered. 

A  summaiy  of  the  territories  held  by  each  species  in  1967  is  shown  in 
Table  VI.  Twenty-three  species  bred  in  the  Gardens.  Two  broods  of 
Tufted  Duck  were  also  seen  but  these  may  have  been  bred  in  Hyde  Park. 
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Table  VI 

Territories  Held  During  the  1967  Breeding  Season  in- 
Kensington  Gardens 

Number  of  Number  of 


territories 

territories 

Carrion  Crow 

5 

(5) 

Blackbird 

61 

Jackdaw 

4 

(1) 

Robin 

5 

Jay 

2 

Blackcap 

2  (1) 

Great  Tit 

10 

Willow  Warbler 

2 

Blue  Tit 

23 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

5  (4) 

Coal  Tit 

5 

(4) 

Dunnock 

12 

Wren 

3 

(2) 

Pied  Wagtail 

1  (1) 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

(1) 

Greenfinch 

10 

Song  Thrush 

22 

Chaffinch 

9 

Figures  in  brackets  denote  the  number  of  pairs  that  bred  successfully  where  this  is 
known  for  certain.  In  addition,  the  following  nests  were  found :  Wood  Pigeon  (10), 
Starling  (24),  Moorhen  (5),  Coot  (4). 


On  this  basis,  and  excluding  the  House  Sparrow  and  Mallard,  at  least 
225  pairs  bred  or  attempted  to  breed  in  1967.  Estimating  the  number  of 
pairs  of  House  Sparrows  at  160  and  Mallard  at  5,  the  total  of  possible 
breeding  pairs  of  all  species  is  390,  a  density  of  28  birds  per  ten  acres. 
This  compares  with  an  estimated  breeding  density  in  1947  of  between  9  and 
12  birds  per  ten  acres  (Cramp,  1948)  and  a  winter  feeding  density  in  1967 
of  78  birds  per  ten  acres. 

The  1967  breeding  density  in  Kensington  Gardens  was,  therefore,  well 
above  the  1959  breeding  density  of  19-22  birds  per  ten  acres  found  by 
Wallace  in  Regent’s  Park  and  the  average  density  of  land  birds  in  Great 
Britain  as  a  whole,  which  is  slightly  more  than  20  birds  per  ten  acres 
(Cramp  and  Tomlins,  1966). 

The  breeding  density  in  Hyde  Park  is  estimated  at  14  birds  per  ten 
acres  (details  in  Appendix  C) . 


Section  V. — Systematic  List 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  comment  on  all  the  species  seen  in  Kensington 
Gardens  in  recent  years.  This  list  will  only  attempt  to  show  how  the  status 
of  the  more  common  species  has  changed. 

mallard:  Common  Resident.  Probably  decreased  between  1926  and 
1948  but  has  since  increased  and  numbers  are  now  almost  back  to  those 
counted  on  the  1925/26  census. 

Mallard  frequently  fly  from  Kensington  Gardens  to  the  Hyde  Park 
Serpentine  and  numbers  therefore  fluctuate  continually.  In  periods 
of  hard  weather  there  are  very  often  large  increases  followed  by 
dramatic  decreases  when  the  Round  Pond  and  Long  Water  freeze-up. 
(For  this  reason  the  December  1925  count, was  not  included  in  the 
1925/26  average  in  Table  II  as  on  that  day  only  nine  Mallard  were 
present.) 

There  is  regular  breeding,  of  course,  but  it '  is  difficult  to  separate 
broods  hatched  in  Kensington  Gardens  from  those  hatched  in  Hyde 


CHANGING  STATUS  OF  BIRDS  IN  KENSINGTON  GARDENS 


71 


Park  as  nesting  often  takes  place  some  distance  from  water,  occasionally 
high  in  hollow  trees.  A  count  on  25th  July,  1967  showed  a  total  in 
the  two  parks  of  64  ducklings. 

tufted  duck:  Resident,  but  the  population  is  increased  considerably  by 
winter  visitors  between  September  and  March.  There  were  signs  of 
an  increase  in  wintering  Tufted  numbers  in  the  1948  census  and  this 
trend  has  continued. 

Numbers  fluctuate  daily  but  in  recent  winters,  excepting  those  periods 
when  the  Round  Pond  and  Long  Water  are  frozen,  they  rarely  fall 
below  a  hundred,  whereas  on  two  of  the  1948/49  counts  less  than  80 
birds  were  present. 

Prior  to  1900  this  species  was  a  rather  scarce  winter  visitor  to  Inner 
London  and  regular  breeding  did  not  take  place  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  until  1924  (Holte  Macpherson,  1929)  with  a  gap 
from  1938  to  1954  during  which  time  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
A  dozen  or  so  birds  regularly  summer  on  the  Serpentine/Long  Water 
and  one  or  two  pairs  nest  in  most  years  in  both  parks.  Colour  ringing 
shows  that  several  of  the  resident  duck  were  reared  in  St.  James’s  Park. 

pochard:  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  but  also  breeds  erratically.  There  was 
little  apparent  change  in  wintering  numbers  between  1926  and  1948, 
but  this  species  moves  around  more  than  any  other  in  Kensington 
Gardens  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  assess  changes  from  widely  separated 
censuses. 

In  the  1930’s  and  1940’s  the  largest  flocks  were  found  on  the  Round 
Pond,  but  nowadays  the  Pochard  shows  a  marked  preference  for  the 
Hyde  Park  Serpentine,  where  small  numbers  often  spend  the  day 
roosting  on  or  near  the  island.  The  largest  counts  are  during  and 
immediately  following  periods  of  hard  weather,  particularly  if  the 
waters  partially  freeze.  As  soon  as  the  rowing  boats  return  to  the 
Serpentine  following  the  thaw,  most  of  the  Pochard  leave.  If  the 
Serpentine  is  included  maxima  are  at  about  the  same  level  now  as  in 
the  1930’s.  Sixty-two  were  counted  on  the  12th  December,  1967. 
Breeding  was  first  recorded  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  1959,  followed 
by  regular  nesting  of  one  or  two  pairs  for  the  next  three  years.  After 
missing  three  seasons  five  pairs  bred  in  1966  but  none  in  1967. 

Canada  goose:  Resident  including  a  few  pinioned  geese.  Sixteen  birds 
were  presented  by  the  Wildfowl  Trust  in  1955  but  numbers  have 
increased  considerably  since  then.  The  Hyde  Park  Lido  is  a  roost 
for  the  geese  and  numbers  fluctuate  considerably;  the  highest  count 
so  far,  during  the  winter  of  1967/68,  is  117. 

Two  or  three  pairs  nest  regularly  on  the  island  in  Hyde  Park. 

mute  swan:  Occasional  visitor  and  sporadic  breeder.  Between  1952  and 
1955  numbers  exceeded  50  in  Autumn  and  Winter,  but  a  general 
decline  affecting  the  entire  Thames  area  in  London  followed  and  in 
this  decade  nine  has  been  the  maximum  count.  There  was  no  nesting 
for  the  seven  years  1956  to  1962  but  a  pair  bred  in  1963  and  1965. 
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kestrel  :  One  or  two  birds  are  to  be  seen  in  all  months  of  the  year.  Regular 
watching  alone  may  account  for  the  increased  number  of  observations 
in  the  1960’s. 

moorhen:  Resident.  There  was  a  decrease  in  1948  but  since  then  numbers 
have  increased  and  are  now  higher  than  in  the  1925/26  census.  Behind 
the  Peter  Pan  statue  the  old  leaf  yard  in  its  new  role  as  a  rubbish  dump 
attracts  many  of  the  Moorhen  and  may  have  assisted  in  promoting  the 
recent  increase  in  numbers.  A  maximum  of  39  was  counted,  in 
December,  1967. 

Two  or  three  pairs  breed  annually  ;  in  1967  there  were  five  pairs  with 
young. 

coot:  Resident,  with  increased  population  in  winter.  At  the  turn  of  the 
century  the  Coot  was  only  an  occasional  visitor  to  Inner  London 
(Hudson  1898)  and  rarer  than  the  Moorhen  in  Metropolitan  London 
(Dixon,  1909).  In  the  1920’s  it  became  a  winter  visitor  to  Hyde  Park 
Kensington  Gardens  with  flocks  of  a  dozen  or  more  in  hard  weather 
(Holte  Macpherson,  1929).  Regular  counts  show  that  wintering 
numbers  are  increasing  year  by  year.  As  the  Hyde  Park  Serpentine 
remains  free  of  ice  for  longer  than  the  smaller  Kensington  Gardens 
waters  the  largest  hard  weather  flocks  are  to  be  found  there.  In  the 
harsh  1962/63  winter  a  maximum  of  170  Coots  were  counted,  but  50 
to  70  birds  on  all  waters  has  been  a  more  normal  winter  count  in 
recent  years.  Some  pinioned  birds  were  introduced  into  St.  James’s 
Park  in  1926  and  much  of  the  increase  may  have  spread  from  there. 
The  Coot  first  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  1937,  becoming  a 
regular  nesting  species  from  1957,  with  four  nests  in  1967. 

lesser  black-backed  gull:  Winter  visitor.  In  1948  this  species  was  still 
classed  as  an  occasional  visitor  to  Kensington  Gardens,  but  since  the 
early  1950’s  has  become  a  regular  visitor  in  ones  and  twos  from 
September  to  March.  Wintering  numbers  throughout  the  London 
Area  have  shown  signs  of  increasing  from  about  the  same  time  (London 
Natural  History  Society,  1964). 

common  gull:  Winter  visitor.  Probably  little  change  since  1948,  with 
most  birds  arriving  in  late  November;  hence  the  lack  of  Common 
Gulls  on  the  first  of  the  1966  censuses.  There  is  often  a  migratory 
movement  of  mainly  immature  birds  in  late  March. 

black-headed  gull:  Mainly  winter  visitor,  but  seen  in  every  month 
though  rarely  in  May.  Increasing  in  1948  with  the  trend  continuing 
at  the  present  time.  The  1966/67  census  figures  show  an  increase 
since  1948  of  more  than  35%,  which  is  about  the  same  rate  of  increase 
as  for  the  preceding  22  years. 

Black-headed  Gulls  are  occasionally  found  foraging  in  the  rubbish 
yard  and  many  will  feed  from  visitors  hands.  There  is  a  westerly 
roosting  movement  at  dusk  across  the  park. 
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stock  dove:  The  present  status  is  rather  uncertain.  Nesting  ceased  in 
1957  and  in  the  early  1960’s  the  species  became  a  rare  visitor.  In 
1967  two  or  three  birds  were  seen  for  much  of  the  breeding  season 
and  may  even  have  attempted  to  nest,  though  harried  by  Jackdaws. 
The  doves  left  at  the  end  of  August. 

The  decline  in  the  late  1950’s  was  general  throughout  Southern  and 
Eastern  England  and  attributed  to  toxic  chemicals  (Cramp  and 
Tomlins,  1966).  There  are  now  signs  of  a  general  recovery  in  the 
countryside  (Parslow,  1967)  with  London  Area  reports  from  an 
increased  number  of  localities  in  1966  ( London  Bird  Report  No.  31  for 
1966). 

wood  pigeon:  Common  Resident.  The  Wood  Pigeon  was  reduced  by 
shooting  during  the  1939/45  war  following  complaints  by  allotment 
holders.  In  1948  a  slight  recovery  in  numbers  was  evident.  There 
was  quite  a  variation  between  the  highest  and  lowest  counts  on  the 
current  census  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  recovery  has  continued. 
The  Serpentine  island  in  Hyde  Park  is  still  in  use  as  a  roost  for  more  than 
a  hundred  Wood  Pigeon,  compared  with  over  700  in  1925. 

The  fall  in  both  Starling  and  Wood  Pigeon  numbers  was  about  the 
same  between  1925  and  1948,  though  for  different  reasons.  The 
Wood  Pigeon  has  recovered  at  about  twice  the  rate  of  the  Starling 
since  1948. 

Ten  nests  were  found  in  1967;  many  were  robbed,  at  least  one  by  a 
Jay.  A  few  young  birds  were  seen,  mostly  in  July. 

tawny  owl  :  Most  records  through  the  years  have  been  of  only  one  or  two 
birds.  Breeding  is  often  difficult  to  prove  but  probably  occurs  regu¬ 
larly.  A  very  young  owlet  was  found  in  Hyde  Park  in  1966  and  a 
roosting  adult  found  at  several  sites  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  1967.  The  fall  of  a  hollow  branch  at  one  of  the 
roosting  sites  in  January  1968  revealed  the  remains  of  an  old  nest. 

►  great  spotted  woodpecker:  Rare  autumn  and  winter  visitor.  Fewer 
observations  in  recent  years  undoubtedly  as  a  result  of  the  large  scale 
tree-felling  in  1954. 

A  pair  bred  in  1940  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  fifty  years  and  single 
pairs  bred  again  in  the  seven  or  eight  years  up  to  1956.  Since  then 
only  single  birds  have  been  seen  in  Kensington  Gardens  although 
drumming  was  heard  in  Hyde  Park  in  1 960  and  1961. 

i  carrion  crow:  Resident.  In  Kensington  Gardens  the  increase  in  recent 
years  has  been  quite  dramatic.  Hudson  wrote  in  1898  that  there  were 
only  three  pairs  in  Inner  London  and  regretted  that  many  birds  were 
shot  or  their  nests  destroyed  in  the  Royal  Parks  because  they  preyed 
on  the  eggs  and  young  of  Mallard. 

In  1950  five  was  still  the  largest  number  to  be  seen  together  in  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens;  in  1952  up  to  twelve  birds  were  seen  and  in  1967  there 
were  frequently  large  flocks  in  Autumn  with  up  to  51  feeding  together 
in  the  open  area  near  to  the  Round  Pond. 
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The  breeding  population  is  increasing  too  and  in  1967  five  pairs 
nested  in  Kensington  Gardens  with  a  further  six  nests  in  adjoining 
Hyde  Park.  There  is  evidence  that  the  Crows  are  taking  Feral  Pigeons 
and  Starlings  as  part  of  their  diet,  though  their  victims  are  probably 
young  or  feeble  birds. 

jackdaw:  Mainly  resident,  though  scarce  in  summer.  It  was  thought 
that  the  large-scale  clearance  of  trees  in  1954  might  cause  Inner 
London’s  last  Jackdaw  colony  to  leave  (London  Natural  History 
Society,  1964),  but  they  have  survived  and  still  breed  occasionally, 
though  not  always  inside  the  Gardens.  Xestboxes  have  been  provided 
in  some  old  Elms  but  none  are  in  regular  use.  Of  the  four  pairs  present 
in  1967  one  pair  successfully  reared  two  young  in  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  Gardens. 

A  table  of  maximum  counts  shows  that  numbers  for  the  last  ten  years 
have  been  steady,  following  a  fall  in  previous  years  (Royal  Parks 
Reports  and  Hudson  1898). 

1898  1941  1946  1950  1956  1960  1967 ‘ 

24  16  24  20  6  8  8  - 

jay:  Resident  in  small  numbers.  Until  1928  the  Jay  was  only  an  occasional 
visitor  to  Inner  London,  though  they  were  seen  in  Holland  Park  from 
1923  onwards  and  were  first  proved  to  have  bred  there  in  1932  (Cramp 
and  Teagle  1952).  The  gradual  increase  throughout  our  Area  is  well 
documented  (London  Natural  History  Society,  1964).  By  1938  the 
first  pair  had  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  in  1941  the  first  pair  were  believed 
to  have  nested  in  Kensington  Gardens. 

One  of  the  counts  in  the  1948  census  showed  12  birds  present.  Few 
counts  have  been  made  of  Jays  in  recent  years  and  this  happens  to  be 
the  highest  count  ever  reported  from  the  Gardens.  There  was  a 
maximum  of  ten  in  1951  and  1952  from  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  together,  but  in  1966  maximum  numbers  were  down  to  eight. 

great  tit:  Resident,  with  a  slight  decrease  in  winter  numbers  since  the 
1948  census.  Ten  territories  were  held  in  1967. 

blue  tit:  Mainly  resident.  Dixon  (1909)  classified  the  Blue  Tit  as  the 
commonest  of  tits  throughout  the  Metropolitan  area,  probably  breed¬ 
ing  from  St.  James’s  Park  outwards.  The  1925  census  confirmed  that 
it  was  still  the  commonest  tit  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  its  status  has 
changed  very  little  since  then.  The  highest  count  in  the  first  census 
was  37  which  compares  well  with  the  45  counted  in  February,  1967. 
Regular  watching  has  shown  that  Blue  Tits  leave  the  park  in  late 
autumn  returning  in  late  January;  the  1966/167  census  confirms  this. 

In  1967  23  pairs  held  territories  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  18  in 
Hyde  Park,  where  lamp  posts  are  used  as  nest  sites  to  a  large  extent. 
In  Kensington  Gardens,  where  there  are  no  lamp  posts,  the  height 
above  ground  of  the  entrances  to  nests  found  varied  from  six  inches 
to  sixty  feet.  Nest  boxes  have  been  used  successfully  in  the  past  but 
none  remain  in  a  usable  condition. 
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coal  tit:  A  sporadic  breeder.  Rare  between  1951  and  the  autumn  of 
1965,  no  birds  being  reported  at  all  in  1953  and  only  one  in  1956. 
Numbers  increased  in  1966  and  1967  probably  reaching  their  highest 
level  in  Kensington  Gardens  this  century. 

There  was  no  proof  of  breeding  between  1947  and  1965  but  two  pairs 
established  territories  in  1966  and  five  pairs  in  1967.  A  corresponding 
increase  has  been  noted  in  Hyde  Park  where,  after  an  absence  of 
several  years,  three  pairs  bred  in  1967,  including  a  pair  that  nested  in 
a  lamp  post  alongside  the  new  Dell  Restaurant. 

nuthatch:  Following  an  irruption  of  the  species  in  1957  (Cramp  and 
Tomlins,  1966)  the  Nuthatch  became  resident  from  the  autumn  of 
1957  until  the  spring  of  1966,  nesting  in  at  least  six  seasons.  They 
were  probably  never  reinforced  from  outside  and  the  species  has  now 
returned  to  its  former  status  of  a  very  rare  visitor.  A  remnant  pair 
of  Inner  London  birds  from  the  1957  irruption  were  still  in  Holland 
Park  in  1967. 

tree-creeper:  A  decline  in  recent  years,  now  only  a  rare  autumn  and 
winter  visitor.  One  or  two  pairs  nested  sporadically  in  the  1940’s 
and  early  1950’s  but  not  since,  although  in  1968  a  singing  male  was 
present  throughout  the  breeding  season,  accompanied  by  a  juvenile  in 
early  August. 

wren:  The  status  of  the  Wren  in  Kensington  Gardens  this  century  has 
fluctuated  from  very  rare  to  a  maximum  of  three  or  four  pairs  nesting. 
In  1967  the  breeding  season  census  showed  that  three  territories 
were  held,  following  a  year  when  no  Wrens  were  seen  between  April 
and  August. 

In  1948  Cramp  and  Teagle  suggested  that  the  cutting  of  cover  and 
increased  disturbance  caused  by  the  removal  of  railings  may  have  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  decrease  noted  then.  However,  two  pairs 
successfully  nested  in  1967  in  the  Long  Water  Sanctuary  that  has  been 
undisturbed  for  more  than  a  decade  and  the  birds’  return  in  1967 
does  not  appear  to  be  linked  with  any  environmental  change  in 
Kensington  Gardens.  It  may  be  significant  that  in  1967  the  Wren 
was  still  increasing  in  the  country  generally  (Williamson,  1967) 
following  the  dramatic  decline  in  the  1962/63  winter.  It  is  probable 
that  if  numbers  had  fully  recovered  in  some  areas  by  1967  an  overflow 
might  be  expected  in  the  second-best  habitats;  perhaps  Kensington 
Gardens  is  such  an  area  and  increased  numbers  merely  reflect  satura¬ 
tion  in  other  areas,  with  the  birds  moving  out  again  as  space  becomes 
available.  Correlation  of  Common  Birds  Census  results  may  eventu¬ 
ally  resolve  this. 

mistle  thrush.  Hudson  (1898)  reported  that  the  species  had  vanished 
from  Kensington  Gardens  some  years  before  but  Dixon  (1909)  com¬ 
mented  that  it  enters  into  the  inner  circle  of  the  Metropolitan  area  in 
winter  and  may  breed  in  Kensington  Gardens,  but  he  had  no  proof 
of  this.  Holte  Macpherson  (1929)  reported  a  few  pairs  resident  and 
nesting  fairly  regularly. 
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In  the  early  1950’s  there  was  a  tendency  to  flock  in  late  summer 
particularly  on  Buck  Hill,  but  more  recently  they  have  shown  a  marked 
preference  for  Hyde  Park,  particularly  for  the  grassy  area  above  the 
underground  car  park  and  the  football  pitches.  The  1966  67  census, 
therefore,  may  show  either  a  definite  reduction  in  numbers  since  1948 
or  merely  a  shift  in  habitat  preference.  In  1967  of  four  territories  held 
in  the  two  parks  only  one  was  in  the  Gardens. 

song  thrush.  A  common  resident.  In  1898  it  had  a  similar  status  to  the 
Blackbird  (Hudson  1898)  but  by  the  time  of  the  1925/26  census  it  had 
already  been  overtaken.  The  current  census  shows  an  increase  over 
both  previous  counts,  but  the  autumn  is  not  the  best  time  to  count 
this  species  as  many  Song  Thrushes  leave  the  Gardens  in  October. 
Table  III  shows  that  the  species  is  now  found  in  all  land  habitats  in 
winter  and  most  of  the  increase  in  numbers  since  1948  has  been  to  the 
open  grassland  area. 

In  1967  22  territories  were  held,  but  unfortunately  no  reliable  counts 
have  been  made  in  recent  breeding  seasons  for  comparison. 

redwing  :  Winter  visitor.  Once  thought  to  be  only  hard  weather  visitors, 
but  regular  watching  has  shown  that  for  the  last  three  winters,  though 
mild.  Redwings  have  been  present  in  varying  numbers  from  January 
to  March.  On  the  February  1967  census  numbers  were  less  than  the 
1925  hard  weather  count  of  15,  but  up  on  the  1948/49  census  when 
none  were  present. 

There  is  insufficient  evidence  in  the  Royal  Parks  Reports  to  show  if 
there  has  been  a  recent  increase  in  wintering  Redwings  or  whether  in 
some  years  wintering  birds  have  been  overlooked. 

blackbird:  Very  common  resident.  In  1898  Hudson  estimated  that  there 
were  about  two  dozen  Blackbirds  in  the  Gardens;  numbers  were  still 
around  this  figure  in  the  1925/26  census.  In  1948  a  considerable 
increase  was  noted  and  this  increase,  which  is  general  throughout 
Inner  London  (Cramp  and  Tomlins,  1966),  has  continued  for  the  last 
18  years.  It  has  been  particularly  noticeable  in  the  open  grassland 
areas  where,  following  prolonged  rain,  large  numbers  can  be  foupd 
feeding.  Numbers  have  fallen  in  the  flower  beds  and  shrubberies 
since  the  1948  census,  in  common  with  the  House  Sparrow. 

In  1967  61  singing  males  established  territories. 

robin:  Resident.  A  slight  decrease  was  noted  in  1948  and  more  recently 
there  has  been  a  further  decrease  in  numbers  not  apparently  related 
to  any  clearance  of  undergrowth.  Territories  fell  from  seven  to  five 
between  the  1966  and  1967  breeding  seasons. 

blackcap:  The  Blackcap  nested  regularly  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  the 
1870’s  but  departed  when  the  shrubberies  wrere  made  beautiful 
(Fitter  1949).  The  species  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  but  did  not 
nest  again  until  1961  when  a  pair  nesting  in  the  Sanctuary  was  robbed. 
The  next  successful  attempt  was  in  1967  when  a  pair  reared  young  in 
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the  enclosure  surrounding  the  rubbish  yard.  Large  numbers  of 
blackfly  appeared  on  some  nearby  ornamental  cherry  trees  and  were  a 
source  of  food  for  the  young.  A  second  territory  was  held  in  the 
Sanctuary  but  no  nesting  was  proved. 

willow  warbler:  A  common  migrant,  particularly  in  Autumn.  It  has 
never  been  proved  to  nest  in  Kensington  Gardens  though  it  was  present 
in  May  and  June  1923  and  nested  in  Hyde  Park’s  framing  ground  for 
three  years  from  1921  (Holte  Macpherson,  1929). 

In  1967  two  territories  were  held  in  the  Sanctuary  but  no  breeding 
was  proved ;  the  species  was  not  present  during  the  1968  breeding  season. 

spotted  flycatcher:  Summer  resident  and  passage  migrant.  In  most 
summers  the  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  the  only  migrant  to  breed  in  the 
Gardens.  Very  few  accurate  counts  have  been  published  but  breeding 
is  regular  with  between  two  and  eight  pairs  nesting  each  season.  In 
1967  five  pairs  held  territories. 

Small  numbers  of  birds  are  seen  on  passage  in  Autumn  occasionally  in 
company  with  Pied  Flycatchers. 

dunnock:  Resident.  Two  or  three  pairs  were  resident  in  Kensington 
Gardens  in  1897  (Hudson  1898)  and  the  population  apparently 
remained  steady  for  more  than  50  years.  The  1966/67  winter  census 
shows  a  slight  increase  in  numbers  since  1948  and  the  1967  breeding 
season  census,  with  a  count  of  twelve  territories,  shows  a  considerable 
increase,  in  line  with  Regent’s  Park  and  other  parts  of  Inner  London 
(Cramp  and  Tomlins,  1966). 

pied  wagtail:  Scarce  resident  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Numbers 
have  probably  remained  stable  this  century  although  one  or  two  birds 
are  now  seen  throughout  the  year,  usually  near  to  the  Long  Water  or 
Round  Pond,  augmented  in  autumn  by  birds  on  passage. 

Only  one  pair  held  a  territory  in  1967  which  incorporated  the  rubbish 
tip  where  adults  were  seen  collecting  food  and  where,  later,  they 
brought  their  young. 

starling:  Resident.  The  enormous  decline  in  numbers  noticed  in  1948 
has  not  been  made  up.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Century  the  Serpentine 
island  was  used  as  a  Starling  roost  but  Holte  Macpherson  reported  in 
1929  that  “it  was  now  only  used  as  a  resting  place  en  route  for  a  roost 
further  east”.  The  close  proximity  of  this  roost  may  have  temporarily 
inflated  the  numbers  feeding  in  Kensington  Gardens  during  the  1925/26 
winter  census.  A  large  easterly  roosting  movement  can  still  be  seen 
over  the  Gardens  and  Hyde  Park  at  dusk. 

Two  reasons  suggested  in  1948  for  the  decline  in  numbers  are  no 
longer  valid;  bread  rationing  and  the  disturbance  to  the  feeding  areas 
of  Buck  Hill — but  numbers  have  still  not  recovered.  Feeding  flocks 
exceeding  30  are  rare. 

In  1967  the  main  nesting  area  was  north  of  the  Flower  Walk  where 
half  of  the  twenty-four  nests  found  were  located.  Food  was  taken 
into  two  nest  sites  under  the  eaves  of  the  Albert  Memorial  at  a  height 
of  about  70  feet. 


78 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT.  No.  32  FOR  1967 


greenfinch:  Mainly  Spring  and  Summer  visitor.  Numbers  on  the 
February  1967  census  were  inflated  as  a  result  of  the  food  attraction 
of  a  heap  of  hop  manure  in  the  rubbish  yard  ;  during  January7  numbers 
had  reached  47. 

Following  a  scarcity  of  Greenfinches  in  the  1950’s  numbers  have  in¬ 
creased  as  in  other  parts  of  Inner  London  (Cramp  and  Tomlins,  1966) 
particularly  in  the  breeding  season.  There  was  no  certainty  of  breed¬ 
ing  between  1952  and  1956,  indeed  there  were  no  reports  of  the 
species  at  all  in  1954.  In  1967  there  were  an  estimated  ten  pairs 
breeding. 

bullfinch:  An  irregular  visitor.  This  species  was  not  recorded  on  the  two 
previous  censuses;  indeed  until  the  1960’s  observations  were  con¬ 
fined  to  two  or  three  years  in  each  decade.  In  19„66  there  were 
regular  observations  of  a  pair  and  it  was  assumed  that  a  territory 
had  been  taken  up.  A  year  later  an  old  nest  found  in  the  shrubbery 
behind  the  Peter  Pan  statue  was  identified  at  the  Natural  History 
Museum  as  “almost  certainly  that  of  a  Bullfinch”. 

In  1967,  outside  the  breeding  season,  there  were  several  observations 
of  Bullfinches,  including  three  cocks  in  December.  It  is  clear  that  the 
species  is  increasing  in  other  parts  of  Inner  London  too.  For  example, 
in  Regent’s  Park,  where  regular  breeding  began  with  one  pair  in  1959 
(the  first  breeding  record  for  Inner  London)  up  to  nine  birds  were 
seen  in  1967.  Six  birds  in  Hyde  Park  on  29th  January,  1968  was  a 
park  record. 

chaffinch:  Mainly  spring  and  summer  visitor,  few  remaining  in  autumn 
and  winter.  Numbers  on  the  February  1967  census  w^ere  inflated,  in 
common  with  the  Greenfinch,  by  the  heap  of  hop  manure  in  the  rub¬ 
bish  yard.  This  w7as  the  only  count  as  high  as  either  of  the  two 
previous  censuses.  The  species  was  rather  uncommon  at  the  turn  of 
the  century  but  now  breeds  regularly.  In  1966  there  were  eleven 
territories  but  in  1967  only  nine. 

house  sparrow:  Resident.  The  puzzling  decline  of  this  species  continues 
with  a  reduction  of  200  birds,  about  25%,  in  the  18  years  since  the 
1948  census.  Although  the  rapid  rise  in  Feral  Pigeon  numbers  began 
long  after  the  numbers  of  House  Sparrows  had  started  to  decline  it 
may  now  be  a  contributory  factor  against  the  Sparrow,  as  has  been  the 
felling  of  large  numbers  of  old  trees  that  were  formerly  in  use  as  nest 
sites.  After  a  very  careful  search  a  hundred  and  twenty  nest  sites 
were  found  and  my  lowest  estimate  of  breeding  pairs  is  160.  The 
largest  colony  is  located  under  the  eaves  of  a  shelter  on  Buck  Hill 
where,  in  1967,  about  50  pairs  nested,  filling  every  available  niche. 
The  Orangery  and  an  old  restaurant  also  house  many  nests  and  there 
are  a  few  small  colonies  among  the  trees,  but  many  birds  that  regularly 
feed  in  the  park  nest  in  buildings  just  outside. 

In  Regent’s  Park  sparrows  represented  only  10%  of  the  breeding  popu¬ 
lation  (Wallace  1959)  but  in  Kensington  Gardens  they  comprise 
more  than  40%  of  the  breeding  birds. 
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feral  pigeon:  Mention  should  be  made  here  of  the  phenomenal  increase 
in  “London”  Pigeon  numbers;  from  60  to  600  in  18  years!  They  are 
now  almost  as  numerous  as  the  House  Sparrow.  Quite  soon  I  believe 
they  will  become  a  pest  in  the  Gardens  and  have  an  adverse  effect  on 
other  species,  particularly  the  House  Sparrow. 

Appendix  “A*5 

The  1925/26  figures  were  averaged  over  counts  made  on  November 
2nd-4th  and  December  3rd-5th  (with  the  exception  of  the  duck  counts 
marked  *  which  were  averaged  over  censuses  taken  on  November  2nd-4th, 
January  3rd  and  March  5th. 

The  1948/49  figures  were  averaged  over  counts  made  on  19th  Decem¬ 
ber,  January  23rd  and  March  13th. 

Appendix  “B” 

Habitat  changes  since  1948: — 

(a)  1948  habitats  not  shown  separately: 

Allotments  and  Sheepfold — these  no  longer  exist  (10  acres  now  shown 
in  “Open  grassland  etc.”). 

Woodland — large  scale  tree-felling,  particularly  in  1954,  has  made  it 
difficult  to  define  it’s  boundaries  and  the  area  has,  therefore,  been 
combined  with  “Open  grassland  and  scattered  trees”. 

(b)  New  areas: 

The  sunken  garden  was  not  included  in  the  1948  census  and  this  time 
has  been  incorporated  with  the  adjoining  lawns  in  front  of  the  Orangery. 
Leaf  Yard.  The  enclosure  behind  the  Peter  Pan  statue,  previously 
included  under  “Shrubberies”,  is  now  shown  separately.  The  habitat, 
formerly  a  leaf-yard,  is  now  used  as  a  dump  for  park  rubbish  brought 
there  for  burning.  The  surface  of  the  yard  was  concreted  in  1968  but 
at  the  time  of  the  1966/67  censuses  was  perpetually  damp  and  muddy. 

(c)  Other  slight  changes: 

The  fountains,  drained  in  1948,  have  been  working  again  for  a  number 
of  years ;  the  railings  have  been  replaced  and  the  Gardens  close  at  dusk ; 
mechanical  boats  and  model  aircraft  are  no  longer  a  source  of  dis¬ 
turbance;  the  two  ends  of  the  Long  Water  Sanctuary  were  replanted 
in  1965  but  the  centre  area  has  not  been  disturbed  and  is  now  rather 
overgrown  with  saplings.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  vehicular 
traffic,  particularly  of  contractors  lorries  entering  the  rubbish  yard. 
Many  young  trees  have  recently  been  planted  throughout  the  park 
but  it  will  be  many  years  before  they  have  any  effect  on  the  bird 
population. 

Appendix  ,4C” 

Mallard  and  House  Sparrow  were  not  censused  in  Hyde  Park  but  an 
estimate  of  probable  nesting  pairs  of  each  was  20  and  80  respectively,  there¬ 
for  a  total  of  about  250  pairs  nested  in  the  360  acres  of  Hyde  Park,  a  density 
of  only  14  birds  per  ten  acres.  This  is  very  low  density  by  comparison  to 
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Table  VII 


Territories  Held  During 


Hyde 

Carrion  Grow  6 

Jay  .  2 

Great  Tit  7 

Blue  Tit  18 

Coal  Tit  3 

Wren  2 

Mistle  Thrush  3 

Song  Thrush  15 

Canada  Goose  4 


In  addition,  the  following  nests  were 
Moorhen  (1),  Coot  (3). 


1967  Breeding  Season  in- 


Park 

Blackbird  25 

Robin  3 

Blackcap  1 

Willow  Warbler  1 

Spotted  Flycatcher  2 

Dunnock  1 1 

Greenfinch  8 

Chaffinch  9 


and:  Wood  Pigeon  (5),  Starling  (20 1, 


Kensington  Gardens,  but  a  large  part  of  Hyde  Park  is  a  vast  open  and  well- 
trodden  grassland  area  almost  void  of  trees  and  shrubs. 
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A  Survey  of  the  Breeding  Distribution  of  the 
Kestrel,  Barn  Owl  and  Tawny  Owl  in  the  London 

Area  in  1967 

By  David  Montier 

Introduction 

A  preliminary  survey  of  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Kestrel  Falco 
tinnunculus ,  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba  and  Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco  in  Britain  was 
carried  out  by  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  1964  (Prestt  and  Bell,  1966). 
When  the  enquiry  was  repeated  in  1967  the  London  Natural  History 
Society  agreed  to  give  its  support  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  obtain 
complete  coverage  of  the  London  Area.  The  results  were  primarily 
intended  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  national  scheme.  It  was  clear,  however, 
that  if  there  was  sufficient  support,  they  would  also  provide  a  useful 
picture  of  the  present  local  distribution  of  these  three  species.  With  the 
continual  changes  in  land  use,  the  pressure  of  suburban  development  on  the 
outer  rural  districts  and  the  filling  in  of  central  open  spaces  left  by  the  last 
war,  the  birds  are  now  living  an  increasingly  urban  life,  centred  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  on  such  areas  as  parks,  golf  courses  and  industrial  estates. 

Method 

The,  survey  was  based  on  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  breeding  pair 
in  each  ten  kilometer  square.  There  are  41  whole  or  part  squares,  excluding 
one  or  two  minor  extensions  into  adjoining  squares,  within  the  Society’s 
recording  area,  a  circle  with  a  radius  of  20  miles  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral, 
covering  an  area  of  3,255  sq.  km.  (1,257  sq.  miles).  Coverage  of  the  part 
of  Surrey  within  the  circle  was  organized  by  the  Surrey  Bird  Club.  For 
the  remainder  of  the  London  Area,  organizers  were  appointed  for  each 
square,  with  the  understanding  that  where  possible  they  would  recruit 
local  help. 

Observers  were  asked  to  search  for  one  breeding  record  of  each  species 
in  each  square.  If  a  nest  could  not  be  found,  they  were  asked  to  submit 
records  of  recently  fledged  young,  birds  displaying,  or  other  evidence  to 
indicate  the  presence  of  a  pair.  Although  the  finding  of  only  one  nest 
was  required  for  the  national  survey,  it  was  hoped  that  they  would  have 
sufficient  time  to  investigate  their  area  more  thoroughly. 

The  results  given  in  this  paper  have  been  compiled  from  the  completed 
forms  and  supplemented  by  records  submitted  under  the  normal  L.B.R. 
recording  system.  The  records  are  summarized  in  an  appendix  to  this 
paper  and  also  shown  on  the  accompanying  maps,  Figs.  1-3,  where  they 
have  been  plotted  in  tetrads  in  order  to  present  a  more  exact  picture  of  the 
distribution.  A  tetrad  is  a  2  x  2  km.  sq.  formed  by  the  even  numbered 
lines  of  the  National  Grid. 
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Definite  breeding  records  refer  to  those  cases  where  either  a  nest  or 
recently  fledged  young  were  located;  probable  breeding  applies  where  the 
observer  stated  that  the  pair  was  thought  to  have  bred;  and  possible 
breeding  is  applied  to  instances  where  pairs  were  reported  as  present  during 
the  nesting  season  without  any  further  evidence  of  breeding.  In  breaking 
them  down  into  counties,  the  old  boundaries  have  been  retained  to  facilitate 
comparison  with  previous  years,  so  that,  for  example,  Potters  Bar  and  the 
part  of  present  day  Surrey  north  of  the  River  Thames  are  both  included 
in  Middlesex  rather  than  Hertfordshire  and  Surrey. 

Kestrel 

The  enquiry  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
breeding  pairs  of  the  Kestrel  compared  with  the  previous  few  years. 
There  have  been  appeals  for  records  in  the  L.B.R.  since  1963,  when  reports 
of  breeding  birds  reached  an  alarmingly  low  figure.  It  was  suggested  at 
the  time  that  the  suspected  decrease  in  many  parts  of  the  country  also 
applied  to  the  London  Area.  An  encouraging  response  to  the  appeal 
resulted  in  an  increase  in  reports  for  1963  and  again  in  1964  when  the 
number  of  known  breeding  pairs  levelled  off  at  29  until  the  present  survey 
which  has  produced  a  total  of  98.  The  numbers  of  definite,  probable  and 
possible  breeding  records  for  the  years  1963  to  1967  are  set  out  in  Table  I. 

Table  I 

Definite,  Probable  and  Possible  Breeding  Pairs  of  the  Kestrel 
in  the  London  Area  1963-1967 


Definite 

Probable 

Possible 

breeding 

breeding 

breeding 

pairs 

pairs 

pairs 

Total 

1963 

10 

1 

16 

27 

1964 

29 

2 

13 

44 

1965 

29 

1 

28 

58 

1966 

29 

3 

27 

59 

1967 

98 

13 

31 

142 

It  is  likely,  of  course,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  1967  increase  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  pairs  previously  overlooked.  At  the  same  time  the  numbers 
show  that  the  population  in  our  Area  is  not  as  low  as  had  been  feared. 

Using  the  1967  total  of  142  pairs  shown  in  Table  I  produces  a  density 
over  the  whole  of  the  3,255  sq.  km.  of  the  London  Area  of  22-9  sq.  km.  per 
pair,  which  is  very  similar  to  a  figure  of  23 *4  sq.  km.  per  pair  over  an  area 
of  1,168  sq.  km.  near  Bristol  during  the  years  1964  to  1966  (Taylor,  1967). 
The  close  agreement  between  the  two  figures  is  not  substantiated,- however, 
when  the  data  are  examined  more  closely.  The  north  Somerset  and  south 
Gloucestershire  results  were  confined  to  a  largely  rural  Kestrel  population, 
as  Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare  and  other  towns  and  larger  villages  were  ex¬ 
cluded.  The  London  Area,  on  the  other  hand,  includes  a  high  proportion 
of  urban  and  suburban  development,  some  of  which  forms  important 
Kestrel  habitat.  Taylor’s  survey  also  showed  that  the  resident  pairs  were 
almost  uniformly  distributed,  whereas  Fig.  1  shows  clearly  that  this  was 
not  the  case  in  London.  To  illustrate  the  difference  between  the  regions, 
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the  London  Area  has  been  divided  into  four  equal  sectors,  each  of  814 
sq.  km.,  and  the  density  calculated  for  each  sector  as  follows: — 


London 

London 

Bristol 

N.W. 

N.E. 

S.E . 

S.W. 

total 

area 

26 

14 

30 

72 

142 

50 

31-3 

58-1 

27-1 

11*3 

22-9 

23-4 

Pairs  present 
Sq.  km.  per  pair 

The  resulting  picture  of  a  very  high  density  to  the  south-west  of  London 
and  a  very  low  density  to  the  north-east,  with  the  other  two  regions  falling 
approximately  in  the  middle,  is  also  apparent  if  definite  breeding  records 
only  are  analysed  by  counties  as  in  Table  II.  Throughout  the  five  years 


Table  II 

Definite  Breeding  Records  of  the  Kestrel  in  the  London  Area  1963-1967 


Essex 

Analysed 

1963 

UNDER 

1964 

1 

Counties 

1965 

2 

1966 

3 

1967 

8 

Herts 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Middlesex 

4 

7 

4 

3 

24 

Inner  London 

- ' 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Kent 

- - 

1 

8 

1 

7 

Surrey 

4 

12 

13 

16 

52 

Total 

10 

29 

29 

29 

98 

1963  to  1967  more  than  half  the  breeding  records  reported  were  from 
Middlesex  and  Surrey.  In  1967  as  many  as  78%  came  from  those  two 
counties.  A  total  of  20  pairs  was  located  in  Richmond  Park  alone.  This  is  a 
remarkable  increase  when  compared  with  six  or  seven  in  1966  which  was  itself 
the  highest  total  for  several  years.  While  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
population  was  previously  understated,  the  local  observers  are  of  the 
opinion  that  there  has  been  a  genuine  increase  over  the  last  few  years. 
In  the  same  vicinity  there  were  pairs  in  1967  at  Wimbledon,  Roehampton 
and,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  in  Middlesex,  there  were  four  pairs  at 
Hampton  Court  and  three  at  both  Kempton  Park  and  Bushy  Park.  In 
contrast  to  the  situation  south-west  of  London,  the  population  in  Essex 
and  Kent  remains  low,  although  coverage  here  in  1967  was  rather  patchy. 
One  report  from  the  north-east  edge  of  the  circle  stated  that  the  Kestrel 
was  almost  non-existent  during  the  breeding  season. 

In  an  examination  of  the  status  of  small  predators  in  Britain  (Prestt, 
1965)  it  was  shown  that  during  the  years  1953  to  1963  there  was  a  moderate 
to  very  marked  decline  in  the  Kestrel  population  in*  eastern  England 
south  to  the  Thames  and  an  overall  moderate  decline  in  the  south-east. 
The  outstanding  cause  suggested  for  the  decline  was  toxic  chemicals,  which 
were  likely  to  have  had  a  greater  effect  over  arable  land  than  elsewhere. 
This  may  account  for  the  low  density  in  the  north-east  of  the  London  Area, 
although  the  rest  of  the  region  appears  to  have  remained  something  of  a 
stronghold  for  the  species. 

*  Records  of  breeding  in  Inner  London  have  been  summarized  by 
Fitter  (1949)  and  the  L.N.H.S.  (1964).  Since  1931,  when  breeding  was 
again  recorded  after  an  interval  of  fifty  or  sixty  years,  the  Kestrel  has 
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Fig.  I.  Breeding  distribution  of  the  Kestrel  in  the  London  Area  in  1967. 


shown  that  it  is  still  able  to  breed  in  Central  London,  although  numbers 
are  now  back  to  only  two  or  three  pairs  after  a  peak  of  five  or  six  in  the 
years  immediately  following  the  last  war.  The  two  successful  breeding 
records  for  this  area  in  1967  were  from  Finsbury  Square  and  Walworth. 
This  second  pair  achieved  considerable  publicity  by  nesting  in  a  window- 
box  of  a  tenth-floor  flat.  A  photograph  of  the  four  young  appeared  in  the 
Daily  Mirror,  their  healthy  appearance  possibly  being  due  to  the  fact  that 
their  diet  was  supplemented  by  steak  and  liver.  Another  unusual  site 
was  chosen  by  a  pair  in  Upper  Norwood  where  they  reared  one  young  in 
a  nest  under  the  eaves  of  a  four-storey  house,  in  spite  of  being  frequently 
chivied  by  pigeons  Columba  livia  who  took  over  as  soon  as  the  young  Kestrel 
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In  view  of  the  size  of  the  area  being  covered  it  is  not  surprising  that 
few  of  the  nests  were  visited  sufficiently  often  to  obtain  complete  details 
of  breeding  success,  and,  in  fact,  breeding  was  frequently  not  confirmed 
until  fledged  young  were  seen  on  the  wing.  Of  the  98  breeding  pairs,  29 
were  known  to  have  laid  a  total  of  128  eggs,  giving  a  mean  clutch  size  of  4*4 
per  pair,  and  produced  70  fledged  young,  or  2-4  per  pair.  Combining  these 
figures  with  other  pairs  for  which  fledging  success,  but  not  clutch  size,  was 
known,  shows  a  total  of  168  young  from  69  pairs,  which  again  results  in  a 
mean  of  2-4  per  pair.  Out  of  the  remaining  29  breeding  pairs,  three  had 
broods  of  two,  three  and  four,  of  which  eight  probably  fledged,  but  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  other  26  was  unknown.  A  recent  survey  of  the  Kestrel  in 
Leicestershire  (Griffiths,  1967)  showed  that  just  over  two  young  were  reared 
on  average,  from  nests  found  in  1963  and  1964,  which  agrees  closely  with 
the  figures  for  the  London  Area. 

The  98  breeding  pairs  in  the  present  survey  include  14  nests  that 
were  destroyed  or  robbed  with  a  known  loss  of  38  eggs  and  1 7  young. 
Griffiths  also  referred  to  the  high  proportion  of  nests  robbed  in  Leicester¬ 
shire,  with  young  being  taken  for  rearing  or  possibly  for  sale,  and  he 
suggested  that  birds  nesting  near  built-up  areas,  using  the  same  site  annually, 
were  particularly  exposed  to  this  danger. 

Barn  Owl 

From  having  been  evenly  distributed  in  the  rural  areas  around  London 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century  (L.N.H.S.,  1964)  the  numbers  of  Barn  Owls 
declined  until  the  L.B.R.  was  able  to  quote  only  one  breeding  record  for 
1962.  There  was  one  breeding  record  in  1963,  in  a  different  locality  from 
the  previous  year,  two  in  1964  and  1965  and  three  in  1966.  It  has  never 
been  proved  to  nest  in  Inner  London,  the  nearest  being  a  pair  which 
reared  two  broods  in  the  roof  of  an  old  house  at  Clapton  Common  in 
1923  (Fitter,  1949). 

During  the  present  survey  there  were  seven  breeding  records  received 
and  reports  from  a  further  14  localities.  The  records,  therefore,  suggest 
that  it  is  a  scarce  breeding  bird  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area,  generally 
preferring  the  open  country  towards  the  outer  limits  of  the  circle.  The 
most  suburban  of  the  reports  were  from  Dulwich,  with  no  proof  of  breeding, 

1  Beddington,  where  breeding  was  unsuccessful  and  Barking,  where  a  pair 
has  nested  every  year  since  1964.  ► 

It  is  difficult  to  judge  whether  the  lack  of  records  for  certain  localities 
is  due  to  the  absence  of  birds  or  the  shortage  of  observers  and  it  might, 
therefore,  be  useful  to  summarize  the  areas  for  which  there  were  negative 
reports.  No  Barn  Owls  were  seen  or  heard  in  the  Mill  Hill,  Finchley, 
Barnet  area,  or  from  the  northern  suburbs  from  Uxbridge  east  to  Waltham¬ 
stow,  a  stretch  which  includes  such  open  spaces  as  Hampstead  Heath  and 
Regent’s  Park.  There  were  no  reports  from  Inner  London  and  they  were 
absent  from  Osterley  Park,  where  they  have  not  been  found  breeding  since 
1962.  The  lack  of  reports  from  the  outer  part  of  Kent  is  surprising,  though 
coverage  was  incomplete  in  this  region  where  a  pair  or  two  might  have  been 
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Fig.  II.  Breeding  distribution  of  the  Barn  Owl  in  the  London  Area  in  1967. 


expected.  Neither  were  there  any  records  from  the  extreme  south  of  the 
area,  Reigate  to  Banstead,  *‘in  spite  of  widespread  enquiries”. 

Details  of  hatching  or  fledging  success  are  not  available  for  all  nests. 
A  pair  reared  five  young  in  a  chestnut  tree  in  Kempton  Park,  sharing  the 
tree  with  a  brood  of  four  Kestrels.  In  another  nest  three  young  were 
described  as  “very  advanced”  on  July  5th,  but  the  third  for  which  details 
were  given  was  deserted  after  two  of  the  three  eggs  disappeared. 

Tawny  Owl 

The  Tawny  Owl,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  map,  is  widely  distributed 
in  the  London  Area  and,  like  the  Kestrel,  the  greatest  concentration  of 
breeding  records  was  in  Middlesex  and  Surrey.  Although  it  is  frequently 
heard,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  proof  of  breeding  and  the  records  tend  to 
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Fig.  III.  Breeding  distribution  of  the  Tawny  Owl  in  the  London  Area  in  1967. 


indicate  the  areas  in  which  fairly  systematic  searches  were  carried  out. 
This  applied  particularly  to  south  and  south-west  Lopdon  and  to  the 
Potters  Bar,  Mill  Hill  district.  It  was  probably  also  the  case  in  other  areas 
where  birds  were  frequently  seen  or  heard  without  any  definite  evidence  of 
breeding  being  obtained.  About  eight  pairs  were  located  in  the  Chorley- 
wood  district  of  Hertfordshire,  for  example,  but  even  then  it  was  thought 
to  be  more  numerous  than  the  records  showed. 

The  numbers  of  definite  breeding  records  are  set  out  in  Table  III 
The  one  breeding  record  from  Inner  London  was  from  Regent’s  Park, 
though  there  were  reports  of  pairs  from  four  other  localities.  There  was 
a  shortage  of  records  for  Essex  but,  as  with  the  other  two  species,  it  is 
difficult  to  judge  to  what  extent  this  was  due  to  lack  of  observers. 
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Table  III 

Definite  Breeding  Records  of  the  Tawny  Owl  in  the  London  Are\ 

in  1967 


Essex 

3 

Herts 

5 

Middlesex 

14 

Inner  London 

1 

Kent 

/ 

Surrey 

18 

Total 

48 

It  is  surprising,  in  view  of  its  widespread  distribution  today,  to  read 
that  the  Tawny  Owl  was  once  rarer  than  the  Barn  Owl  within  the  Metro¬ 
politan  limits  (Dixon,  1909)  though  by  the  1930’s  it  was  already  well 
established.  A  number  of  reports  in  the  L.B.R.  during  the  last  few  years 
have  referred  to  increases  or  decreases  in  certain  districts  without  any 
particular  trend  being  apparent,  and  it  seems  likely  that  there  has  been 
little  recent  change  over  the  London  Area  as  a  whole. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  nests  and  the  fact  that  many  were  only  visited 
once  or  twice  makes  it  difficult  to  comment  on  breeding  success.  The 
information  available  was  insufficient  to  be  able  to  calculate  clutch  size; 
and  the  numbers  of  young  that  fledged  successfully  were  only  known  for 
27  of  the  48  breeding  pairs.  These  27  pairs,  including  some  discovered 
only  after  the  young  had  already  left  the  nest,  reared  at  least  49  young, 
or  T8  per  pair. 

Conclusions 

The  records  received  in  1967  show  that  both  the  Kestrel  and  Tawny 
Owl  occur  widely  throughout  the  area.  The  Kestrel,  in  particular,  is  more 
numerous  than  previous  records  had  suggested  and  it  is  possible  that  there 
has  been  an  actual  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  in  recent  years. 
For  both  species,  however,  the  maps  indicate  a  lower  density  in  the  more 
open  agricultural  parts  in  Essex  and  Kent,  which  contrasts  with  the  higher 
populations  to  the  west  of  London,  especially  in  Surrey  which  possesses 
larger  areas  of  commons,  heaths,  wroods  and  parks.  The  Barn  Owl,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  very  scarce  with  the  few  records  being  widely  scattered. 

While  it  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  further  conclusions  from  the 
present  enquiry,  the  results  are  presented  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be 
considered  a  useful  summary  of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  distribution 
of  these  three  species  within  the  London  Area  and  that  they  will  also 
serve  as  a  basis  against  which  changes  detected  in  future  surveys  can  be 
measured. 
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Appendix — Summary  of  breeding  season  records  of  the 
Kestrel,  Barn  Owl  and  Tawny  Owl  in  the  London  Area  in  1967 

Kestrel 

Essex:  Walthamstow,  one  pair  reared  three  young  and  a  second  pair  bred 
on  an  industrial  building.  Fairlop  G.P.,  a  nest  with  five  eggs  was 
robbed.  Wanstead  Park,  one  nest.  Rainham  marsh,  a  pair  presenc 
during  breeding  season  and  two  juveniles  on  J uly  9th.  West  Thurrock, 
three  pairs  bred  in  a  large  quarry. 

Beckton  gas  works,  a  bird  seen  emerging  from  disused  retort 
house  on  June  23rd.  Waltham  Abbey,  a  pair  investigating  possible 
nesting  site  April  16th.  Barking,  a  pair  calling  and  displaying  on 
March  17th  and  seen  inspecting  a  new  tower  block  of  flats.  Romford 
S.F.,  four  present  on  July  9th.  Pairs  were  also  present  during  the 
breeding  season  at  Bow  Creek  Wharf,  Stratford,  Barking  Creek, 
“Fords”  at  Dagenham  and  a  second  pair  reported  at  Beckton  gas 
works. 

Hertfordshire:  Pairs  reported  to  have  bred  near  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Panshanger  and  at  a  new  site  near  Letty  Green.  Maple  Cross,  one 
nest. 

Pairs  were  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  on  the  north 
side  of  Potters  Bar  and  at  Brookmans  Park,  Hatfield  Park,  Brox- 
bourne  Wood,  Monken  Hadley  and  Watford. 

Middlesex:  Potters  Bar,  a  pair  feeding  fledged  young  August  2nd  and  a 
family  party  of  four  seen  July  27th  in  another  locality.  Dyrham  Park, 
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a  nest  with  two  young  June  17th.  Trent  Park,  a  pair  reared  two 
young.  Mill  Hill,  a  nest  with  three  young.  Kenwood,  two  nests 
produced  six  young.  Hampstead  Heath,  one,  possibly  two  pairs,  bred. 
Clapton  power  station,  a  pair  bred  on  an  overhead  crane  gantry  in  a 
site  reported  to  have  been  used  since  1963.  Tottenham  gas  works, 
one  pair  reared  three  young.  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  nest  with  four  eggs 
was  destroyed  during  excavation  work.  Staines  Moor,  a  nest  with 
two  eggs  was  robbed.  Osterlev,  a  pair  reared  four  young.  In  a 
second  nest  at  Osterley  the  young  died  when  one  of  the  adults  was 
killed.  Kempton  Park,  three  pairs  produced  at  least  eleven  young. 
Hampton  Court  Park,  four  pairs  reared  a  total  of  15  young.  Bushy 
Park,  three  pairs  reared  at  least  eleven  young. 

Colindale  Hospital,  a  pair  were  interested  in  an  old  crow’s  nest 
during  April.  Twickenham,  one  pair  thought  to  have  bred.  Pairs 
were  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  south  of  Potters  Bar  and 
at  Wrotham  Park,  Scratchwood,  Brent  Res.  and  Taylor’s  Lane  power 
station  and  one  or  two  birds  were  seen  regularly  near  Uxbridge  and 
Denham. 

Inner  London:  Finsbury  Square,  a  pair  bred  on  an  office  building  and 
one  young,  possibly  two,  fledged.  Walworth,  four  young  in  a  nest 
in  a  window-box  of  a  tenth  floor  flat.  St.  Paul’s  School,  Hammer¬ 
smith,  a  pair  bred  unsuccessfully. 

Bayswater,  nesting  not  proved  but  mating  may  have  been  seen 
on  May  30th  when  a  pair  in  rapid  level  flight  came  together  for  a  few7 
seconds.  St.  Pancras  station,  a  bird  flew7  from  the  clock  tower  on 
June  7th,  three  seen  on  July  20th  and  two  on  the  21st. 

Kent:  Sydenham,  a  pair  with  one  fledged  young  was  believed  to  have 
nested  in  a  church.  Blackheath  and  Mottingham,  one  pair  bred  at 
each  locality.  Ruxley,  a  pair  reared  three  young.  Dartford,  a 
pair  nested  on  the  side  of  a  quarry.  Bromley  Common,  a  fledged 
juvenile  with  two  adults  on  July  23rd.  Horton  Wood,  one  pair  bred. 

Greenwich  Park,  a  pair  seen  displaying  and  may  have  nested 
on  the  Royal  Naval  College.  Sidcup,  a  pair  on  June  7th  chasing 
and  calling  excitedly.  Bexleyheath,  a  pair  seen  frequently  near  a 
nest,  though  no  proof  of  breeding  obtained.  Pairs  w7ere  also  present 
during  the  breeding  season  at '  Greenwich  marshes,  w'ith  twro  pairs 
round  the  power  station,  and  at  High  Elms. 

Surrey:  Richmond  Park,  a  total  of  20  pairs  bred  with  a  minimum  of  88 
eggs  laid;  21  eggs  and  13  young  wrere  taken,  but  at  least  54  young 
fledged  successfully  from  1 3  nests.  Wimbledon  Common,  three  fledged 
young  seen  writh  adults.  Roehampton,  a  nest  was  robbed.  Wimble¬ 
don  Park,  a  nest  of  four  young  was  robbed.  Dulwich  golf  course, 
three  fledged  young  reported.  Thorpe,  a  nest  writh  four  eggs  and 
three  young  thought  to  have  fledged.  Weybridge,  a  pair  reared 
three  young  on  a  ledge  above  the  door  of  an  aircraft  hangar.  Woburn 
Park,  a  pair  reared  two  young.  West  Molesey,  a  pair  with  five  young. 
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East  Molesey,  adult  and  two  juveniles.  Hersham  S.F.,  two  fledged 
young  found.  Claremont,  a  pair  reared  four  young.  Hersham,  a 
nest  of  six  eggs  was  robbed.  Tolworth,  a  nest  with  at  least  two  young 
on  July  10th.  Epsom  Common,  three  fledged  young  just  able  to  fly 
on  July  14th.  Old  Malden,  a  pair  with  four  young  located  and 
another  pair  with  three.  Nonsuch  Park,  a  nest  robbed.  Mitcham 
and  Hackbridge  area  had  a  minimum  of  seven  pairs.  South  Croydon, 
a  pair  with  two  juveniles  on  July  10th.  Upper  Norwood,  a  pair 
reared  one  young  under  the  eaves  of  a  four-storey  house.  Ashtead 
Common,  one  pair  bred.  Stoke  D’Abernon,  a  pair  reared  three 
young.  Norbury  Park  and  Warlingham,  a  pair  bred  at  each  site. 
Tilburstow  Hill  and  Barrow  Green,  a  pair  at  each  site  both  reared 
at  least  two  young. 

Teddington,  a  pair  thought  to  have  bred.  Epsom,  a  pair  thought 
to  have  bred  in  the  grounds  of  West  Park  Hospital.  Tadworth, 
birds  seen  regularly  carrying  food  into  the  hospital  grounds  in  the 
second  half  of  June.  Pairs  were  also  present  during  the  breeding 
season  at  Wandsworth  Common,  a  second  pair  at  Wimbledon  Com¬ 
mon,  Bel  air,  Prince’s  Coverts,  Ghessington,  Addington,  Sanderstead, 
Merstham  and  Banstead  Nork. 

r 

Barn  Owl 

Essex:  One  pair  bred  at  Epping  Long  Green  and  one  at  Barking. 

Ongar  Park  Wood,  one  on  June  16th.  Hainault  Lodge,  one 
present  throughout  the  year.  Doddinghurst,  a  pair  seen  regularly 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year  up  to  May. 

Hertfordshire:  Two  pairs  reported  to  have  bred  in  the  Panshanger  area. 

Brookmans  Park,  one  on  April  11th.  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
one  early  July.  Croxley  Green,  one  seen  June  and  July. 

Middlesex:  Kempton  Park,  a  pair  reared  five  young. 

Kent:  No  breeding  records  but  one  reported  at  Abbey  Wood  and  one 
heard  during  the  breeding  season  at  Bexley. 

Surrey:  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  reared  three  young.  Beddington,  a 
pair  bred  unsuccessfully. 

Dulwich  Woods  area,  one,  possibly  two,  heard  regularly  until 
development  of  the  land  where  they  were  believed  to  roost.  Other 
areas  where  birds  were  seen  or  heard  were  Epsom  Common,  Prince’s 
Coverts,  Esher,  West  End  Common,  Esher  Common,  Ewell  and 
Mickleham. 

Tawny  Owl 

Essex:  Theydon  Mount,  young  heard  June  30th.  Hainault  golf  course, 
one  pair  bred.  Hainault  Lodge,  a  pair  reared  two  young. 

Birds  were  also  present  in  Epping  Forest,  Flarold  Wood,  Scrub 
Hill  near  Warley  and  in  the  Doddinghurst  area  but  no  proof  of 
breeding  obtained. 
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Hertfordshire:  One  pair  reported  to  have  bred  near  Panshanger,  one 
in  the  Letty  Green  area  and  two  near  Welwyn  Garden  City.  High 
Canons,  one  fledged  young  found. 

Pairs  were  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Brookmans 
Park,  Well  Wood,  Broxbourne  Wood,  several  pairs  in  the  Cassiobury 
Park,  Chorleywood,  Rickmansworth  area,  Totteridge  and  probably 
one  or  two  more  pairs  around  High  Canons. 

Middlesex:  Potters  Bar,  a  pair  reared  two  young.  Hadley  Wood, 
fledged  young  heard  July  1st.  Mill  Hill,  a  pair  reared  two  young. 
Nether  Court  golf  course,  one  pair  bred.  Hampstead  Heath,  one 
pair  bred.  Springfield  Park,  Hackney,  adults  and  two  juveniles  in 
late  June.  Osterley  Park,  one  pair  bred  but  thought  to  have  been 
unsuccessful.  Osterley,  two  family  parties  located.  Bushy  Park, 
a  pair  reared  three  young  and  one  nest  was  unsuccessful.  Hampton 
Court  Park,  three  pairs  reared  a  total  of  six  young. 

A  pair  were  thought,  to  be  breeding  at  Gutteridge  Wood  and 
other  pairs  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  near  Potters 
Bar,  Stanmore  golf  course,  Wrotham  Park,  Hendon  Park  Cemetery7, 
Scratchwood,  Mill  Hill,  Ruislip  and  Brent  Reservoir. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  fledged  young  July  24th  and  a  second 
pair  present.  Pairs  also  reported  from  Primrose  Hill,  Kensington 
Gardens,  Holland  Park  and  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  but  no  evidence 
of  breeding  from  any  of  these  localities. 

Kent  :  Greenwich  Park,  two  fledged  young  in  August.  Shooters  Hill  and 
Danson  Park,  one  pair  bred  at  each  locality.  Bickley,  one  young 
found  in  a  garden  May  18th.  Fledged  young  heard  calling  at 
Chelsfield,  Brasted  and  Otford. 

A  pair  were  thought  to  have  bred  at  Bromley  and  at  High  Elms. 
Pairs  were  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Sydenham  Hill, 
in  the  Blackheath  and  Lewisham  area,  Bexley,  New  Eltham,  Abbey 
Wood  and  Beckenham. 

i 

Surrey  :  Richmond  Park,  one  nest  found,  parties  of  fledged  young  heard 
in  four  areas  and  seven  other  pairs  located.  Dulwich  Woods,  calls 
of  young  heard.  Addlestone,  one  pair  bred.  Epsom,  a  pair  reared 
three  young.  Epsom  Common,  a  pair  reared  two  young.  Surbiton, 
a  pair  reared  three  young.  Berrylands,  one  nest  was  robbed.  Ewell 
Court,  one  pair  bred.  Mitcham,  one  pair  bred.  Wallin  gton. 
young  visited  observer’s  garden  from  May  27th.  South  Croydon, 
one  pair  bred.  Burgh  Heath,  a  pair  reared  three  young.  Whyteleafe, 
fledged  young  seen.  Godstone  reserve,  one  pair  bred. 

Pairs  were  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Kingston 
Hill,  Wimbledon  Park,  Wandsworth  Common,  Upper  Norwood 
two  pairs,  Streatham  Common,  Rye  Lane  Park,  Dulwich  area  another 
four  or  five  pairs,  Weybridge,  Ashstead  Forest,  Prince’s  Coverts, 
Esher  Common,  Ewell  Court  a  further  two  pairs,  Tolworth,  Sander- 
stead  and  Mickleham. 
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The  Swift  in  Gentral  London 

By  John  Gooders 

Introduction 

Cramp  and  Tomlins  (1966)  suggested  that  the  reduction  of  aerial 
polution  in  Inner  London  following  the  Clean  Air  Act  1954  might  prove 
favourable  to  insectivorous  species  of  birds,  and  Cramp  and  Gooders 
(1967)  found  an  association  between  the  lessening  smoke  content  of  the 
air  and  the  return  of  the  House  Martin  ( Delichon  urbica)  as  a  breeding 
bird  to  Inner  London  in  1965.  Apart  from  the  House  Martin  species 
likely  to  show  a  change  due  to  lessening  pollution  are  the  other  aerial 
feeders,  the  hirundines,  the  Swift  ( Apus  apus ),  and  the  flycatchers. 
Fortunately  a  survey  of  the  inner  breeding  limits  of  the  House  Martin 
and  the  Swift  was  undertaken  by  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  London 
Natural  History  Society  in  1965-1966,  and  this  paper  presents  the  results 
for  the  latter  species. 

The  House  Martin  is  in  many  ways  the  ideal  subject  for  distribution 
surveys.  It  has  adapted  to  breeding  predominantly  on  man  made 
structures  and  is  particularly  attracted  by  the  eaves  and  gables  of  houses, 
though  the  largest  colonies  in  Britain  are  found  on  bridges  over  rivers  like 
the  one  at  Atcham  in  Shropshire.  It  tends  to  be  found  near  its  nest  site 
throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  is  dependent  on  the  presence  of  water 
for  insect  food  and  mud  for  nest  building.  Indeed  Cramp  (1950)  found 
no  less  than  96*2%  of  House  Martin’s  nests  were  within  half-a-mile  of 
water.  This  localization  and  association  with  man,  the  conspicuousness  of 
the  bird  and  its  nest  make  it  an  easy  bird  to  find  and  an  excellent  subject 
for  study.  Swifts  too  show  a  tendency  to  feed  over  water  but  they  are  not 
dependent  like  the  House  Martin  and  are  far  ranging  in  their  hunting. 
Breeding  in  holes,  characteristically  in  older  type  houses,  their  nests  are 
much  more  difficult  to  locate  than  the  House  Martin’s.  Either  the  bird 
is  seen  entering  the  nest  hole  or  there  is  no  nest  to  see.  Even  entering  a 
hole  is  no  proof  of  breeding,  and  as  to  counting  the  number  of  nests  in  a 
i  colony  only  the  most  devoted  and  determined  observers  will  be  able  to 
investigate  every  likely  loft  in  a  suspected  area.  For  »these  reasons  the 
results  of  the  survey  for  the  Swift  are  much  less  exact.  Though  the  inner 
limits  are  probably  fairly  reliable,  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  evidence  of 
a  quantative  nature  regarding  the  species  fortunes  at  any  individual 
colony.  Indeed  only  the  establishment  of  new  colonies  or  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  old  ones  can  give  us  any  indication  of  an  increase  or  decrease. 
Unfortunately  the  records  that  are  available  for  the  past  do  not  facilitate 
even  this  comparison.  Scientific  exactness,  which  could  be  as  detailed 
as  house  number  (s),  street  name,  and  postal  district,  usually  goes  no 
further  than  “large  colony  Tooting”  or  some  such.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
this  paper  to  make  whatever  comparison  can  be  made,  and  to  facilitate 
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future  comparisons  a  detailed  summary  of  results  has  been  lodged  with  the 
Records  Committee. 

The  inner  breeding  limits 

In  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1964)  Homes  ^  al.  were  able  to  report 
“the  inner  breeding  limit  of  the  Swift  has  not  varied  greatly  in  the  last 
fifty  years”  and  that  breeding  on  the  edge  of  the  Inner  London  area  at 
Kilburn  had  been  established  since  at  least  1909.  Other  than  in  this 
and  the  adjacent  St.  John’s  Wood  area  the  inner  limits  lay  outside  the 
Inner  London  boundary  at  Cricklewood,  Brondesbury,  Hampstead, 
Finchley,  Highgate,  Tottenham,  Blackheath,  Lee,  Kidbrooke,  Shooter’s 
Hill,  Eltham,  Dulwich,  Streatham,  Tooting,  Clapham,  Wandsworth, 
Putney,  Barnes  and  Llammersmith.  Cramp  (1950)  was  concerned  with 
the  important  colonies  in  the  last  three  areas  and  was  able  to  report 


Breeding  distribution  of  Swift  ( Apus  apus )  in  Central  London  1960-1967.  Black 

squares  indicate  breeding. 
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several  quite  large  concentrations  of  nests,  though  the  search  of  21  grid 
squares  of  Inner  London  proved  fruitless.  The  1965-1967  survey  showed 
that  the  nearest  approach  to  Charing  Cross  is  in  the  north-west  where  the 
old  established  colonies  at  Kilburn  and  St.  John’s  Wood  still  exist  and  have 
extended  inwards  to  Maida  Vale.  In  1966  two  pairs  bred  in  Randolph 
Road  though  a  concentration  of  birds  had  been  noted  here  as  long  ago  as 
1955.  All  of  these  colonies  as  well  as  the  one  to  the  east  in  Cumberland 
Terrace  Regent’s  Park  where  a  concentration  of  birds  and  a  singleton 
entering  a  hole  was  noted  in  1959  (Wallace,  1961),  lie  inside  the  Inner 
London  boundary.  Further  out  there  is  a  considerable  concentration  in 
the  Kensal  Rise,  Brondesbury,  Cricklewood  and  Hampstead  areas  that, 
as  we  have  seen,  has  been  well  established  for  most  of  this  century.  The 
Maida  Vale  and  Regent’s  Park  colonies  are  more  recent  dating  from  the 
mid  or  late  1950s,  and  are  indicative  of  a  move  inwards.  Also  in  the 
north-western  sector  are  colonies  at  Acton  extending  inwards  to  Oxford 
Gardens  in  Notting  Hill  where  a  colony  was  discovered  in  1958  and  had 
grown  to  six  pairs  by  1965.  It  was  probably  birds  of  this  colony  that  were 
seen  over  Holland  Park  in  the  late  1950s.  A  further  inward  thrust  was 
discovered  with  a  pair  at  Stanley  Crescent  Gardens,  almost  in  Bayswater, 
in  1962-1963. 

In  the  north-east  the  situation  is  decidedly  sketchy  with  the  usual 
dearth  of  observers  in  this  part  of  London.  There  are  colonies  in  High¬ 
bury,  Canonbury  and  Stoke  Newington  but  though  the  Highbury  site 
was  “new”  in  1965  the  further-in  Canonbury  colony  dates  back  at  least 
to  1960,  and  the  Stoke  Newington  one  even  earlier.  There  is  little  evi¬ 
dence  of  change  in  the  south-east  either.  The  nearest  colonies  to  central 
London  are  at  Blackheath  where  the  presence  and  breeding  of  Swifts  has 
been  noted  on  and  off  throughout  this  century;  at  Grove  Park,  Camber¬ 
well  where  the  colony  dates  back  at  least  to  1952,  and  though  “new” 
during  the  survey  the  colonies  at  North  Dulwich  and  Tulse  Hill  are  in  no 
way  surprising  and  probably  previously  overlooked. 

The  picture  in  the  south-west  is  very  stable  too.  In  the  south  the 
colony  at  Clapham  Common  1962-1963  is  not  new  so  much  as  a  fringe 
colony  that  seems  to  be  occupied  some  years  but  not  others.  Moving 
westwards  there  are  large  colonies  at  Balham  and  Wandsworth  Common 
that  are  presumed  to  be  those  referred  to  in  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area. 

,  In  the  west  the  colonies  at  Shepherd’s  Bush  and  Hammersmith  are  well 
known  but  there  has  been  a  recent  extension  inwards  to  The  Boltons  in 
Kensington  where  1-2  pairs  have  bred  each  year  since  1963.  This  site  is 
well  inside  the  Inner  London  boundary. 

Outside  this  inner  ring  the  picture  is  less  clear  and  too  much  reliance 
should  not  be  placed  on  the  map  which  undoubtedly  suffers  from  many 
omissions.  Clearly  Swifts  moving  into  previously  unoccupied  areas  are 
more  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  an  observer  with  the  knowledge  and 
patience  to  track  down  their  nest  site,  than  those  further  out  in  “well 
known”  areas. 
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Discussion 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  there  has  been  a  move  inwards  by  the 
Swift  since  the  mid-1950s.  Though  they  never  left  Inner  London  com¬ 
pletely  the  colonies  referred  to  by  Homes  et  al.  in  Kilburn  were  right  on 
the  boundary.  Breeding  in  the  centre  of  London  has  been  recorded  from 
time  to  time,  for  instance  at  the  General  Post  Office  in  the  1920s,  but  is 
exceptional.  The  new  colonies  at  Maida  Vale  and  Regent’s  Park  are 
less  than  three  miles  from  Charing  Cross.  This  move  inwards  is  reflected 
elsewhere  only  in  the  west  at  Oxford  Gardens-Stanley  Crescent  Gardens 
and  in  the  south-west  where  the  colony  at  The  Boltons  is  but  a  similar 
distance  from  the  centre  of  Inner  London.  It  is  worth  pointing  out  that 
it  is  in  these  same  areas  that  the  House  Martin  has  spread  inwards  (Cramp 
and  Gooders). 

If  the  distribution  map  of  the  Swift  in  the  four  central  1km  squares  is 
compared  with  that  for  the  House  Martin  (Cramp  and  Gooders,  1967 
a  similar  pattern,  if  not  distribution,  can  be  distinguished.  The  main 
zones  of  penetration  are  in  the  same  areas,  in  the  north  around  Hampstead 
and  St.  Johns  Wood  and  in  the  west  around  Hammersmith  and  Notting 
Hill,  and  the  pattern  in  the  peripheral  areas  is  also  comparable.  It  seems 
reasonable  therefore,  to  assume  that  the  same  factors  are  at  work  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  distribution  of  both  species.  They  show  the  same  distribution 
pattern  and  both  have  spread  inwards  in  recent  years  in  the  same  areas. 
Yet  their  habitat  requirements  are  dissimilar.  The  Swift  needs  holes  for 
nesting  and  these  are  most  frequently  found  in  older  houses,  though  the 
ventilation  inlets  of  modern  blocks  of  flats  are  also  favoured.  Other 
than  this  they  seem  dependent  only  on  an  adequate  supply  of  flying 
insects.  House  Martins  require  appropriate  buildings  for  nesting  on, 
though  these  vary  from  Victorian  tenements  to  barely  finished  motor-way 
bridges.  They  also  need  a  suitable  stretch  of  water  to  provide  mud  for 
nest  building,  and  also  insect  food.  Though  both  need  buildings  there 
would  appear  to  be  little  lack  of  nest  siteS  for  either  bird  in  the  London  Area. 
It  is  suggested  then  that  it  is  the  dependence  of  both  species  on  flying 
insects  for  food  that  is  the  common  factor  resulting  in  the  similar  distrib¬ 
ution  patterns.  Cramp  and  Gooders  considered  that  the  only  factor  that 
had  changed  recently  and  which  might  have  had  an  effect  on  the  House 
Martin’s  inward  spread  was  the  lessened  aerial  pollution  since  the  1954 
Act  which  might  have  resulted  in  an  increase  in  flying  insects.  The 
spread  inwards  of  the  Swift  in  exactly  the  same  areas,  though  less  well 
documented,  is  further  evidence  in  support  of  this  conclusion.  The 
conclusion  is  further  strengthened  by  the  similarity  of  distribution  pattern 
of  the  two  species  that  basically  only  have  their  dependence  on  aerial 
feeding  in  common.  Thus  there  must  be  something  about  the  areas  where 
the  do  or  do  not  breed  that  controls  the  number  of  insect  prey.  It  is 
evidence  in  support  of  the  aerial  pollution  theory  that  both  species  have 
spread  into  Inner  London  along  the  two  most  obvious  wedges  of  clean 
air  in  the  London  Area.  The  map  of  smoke  pollution  (the  sulphur  dioxide 
content  of  the  air  has  remained  roughly  steady  since  1954)  in  Cramp  and 
Gooders  shows  a  wedge  driving  in  towards  the  centre  around  Hampstead, 
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and  a  further  more  confined  one  pushing  eastwards  through  Kensington. 
It  is  in  these  two  areas  and  nowhere  else  that  the  Swift  and  House  Martin 
breed  in  Inner  London. 

Throughout  this  argument  I  have  carefully  used  the  term  “distribution 
pattern”  rather  than  “distribution”  alone.  The  distribution  of  the  two 
species  is  not  the  same.  In  every  area  the  Swift  comes  closer  in,  mostly 
by  about  a  couple  of  miles.  The  smoke  content  of  the  air  drops  very 
rapidly  with  altitude,  and  this  correlates  with  the  higher  feeding  zone  of 
the  Swift  when  compared  with  the  House  Martin.  At  greater  heights 
there  is  less  aerial  pollution,  more  flying  insects,  and  thus  the  Swift  can 
penetrate  closer  in  than  the  House  Martin. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  distributions  of  the  Swift  in  London  is  largely 
dependent  on  the  level  of  smoke  content  of  the  air  and  its  influence  on  the 
number  of  flying  insects.  It  must,  however,  be  noted  that  we  know 
nothing  at  all  about  the  numbers  of  insects  that  are  a  gap  in  the  chain 
between  the  birds  and  the  air.  Nevertheless  the  association  found  by 
Cramp  and  Gooders  is  supported  in  three  ways. 

1.  The  spread  inwards  of  the  House  Martin  is  parallelled  by  a  similar 
spread,  and  in  the  same  areas,  by  the  Swift. 

2.  The  distribution  of  the  Swift  and  House  Martin  is  of  a  similar  pattern, 
though  their  habitat  requirements  seem  to  overlap  only  concerning 
their  dependence  on  flying  insects. 

3.  Smoke  pollution  declines  rapidly  with  height  and  the  Swift,  which 
feeds  higher  than  the  House  Martin,  comes  closer  in  than  that  species. 

The  survey  of  House  Martins  is  being  continued  on  a  permanent  basis 
and  any  breeding  records  for  this  species  as  well  as  the  Swift  within  the 
four  central  1  km  grid  squares  should  be  sent  to  the  author  at  35  Brodrick 
Road,  Wandsworth  Common,  London,  S.W.17. 
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Summary 

The  inner  limits  of  Swifts  breeding  in  central  London  are  given,  and 
show  three  moves  inwards  since  the  early  1950s,  in  Maida  Vale,  Regent’s 
Park,  Notting  Hill  and  Kensington.  The  breeding  distribution  pattern 
is  compared  with  that  for  the  House  Martin  and  it  is  suggested  that  aerial 
smoke  pollution  is  the  main  determining  factor  in  the  distribution  of  both 
species.  This  conclusion  is  based  on  three  premises: 
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1.  The  inward  spread  of  both  species  in  the  same  areas. 

2.  The  similar  distribution  pattern  of  species  with  different  habitat 
requirements. 

3.  The  Swift’s  feeding  at  higher  altitude  where  pollution  is  less,  and  thus 
coming  closer  to  the  centre. 
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A  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Essex.  Robert  Hudson  and  Geoffrey  Pyman. 

Published  by  the  Essex  Bird- Watching  and  Preservation  Society. 

Obtainable  from  Mrs.  D.  J.  Weston,  63  Woodberry  Way,  Walton- 

on-the-Naze,  Essex.  Price  12s.  6d. 

Drastic  changes  of  land  use  in  Essex  during  the  last  forty  years  have 
been  accompanied  with  marked  changes  in  the  distribution  of  its  avifauna 
and  as  a  result  W.  E.  Glegg’s  A  History  of  the  Birds  of  Essex,  the  standard 
work  on  the  county’s  bird-life,  has  been  in  need  of  revision  for  some  time. 
The  Essex  Bird-Watching  and  Preservation  Society  has  therefore  been 
collecting  data  for  a  new  county  history  but  for  various  reasons  only 
limited  progress  has  been  made  with  this  project.  Accordingly  Robert 
Hudson  and  Geoffrey  Pyman  have  prepared  A  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Essex 
as  an  interim  report. 

The  Guide  contains  a  chapter  on  habitats  in  the  county,  a  systematic 
list  and  a  map.  In  the  habitat  chapter  there  is  a  brief  discourse  on  the 
county’s  coast  and  estuaries,  which,  despite  drainage  and  the  constant 
threat  of  human  pressure,  provides  some  of  the  best  winter  bird-watching 
in  the  country,  a  section  on  inland  waters  that  sets  out  the  ornithological 
importance  of  the  creation  of  the  new  storage  reservoirs  for  public  water- 
supply  and  a  very  general  run-down  on  other  habitats,  such  as  woodlands, 
agricultural  land,  sewage  farms,  in  the  remaining  three  pages  of  the  chapter. 
The  systematic  list  extends  for  some  ninety  pages  and  forms  the  bulk  of 
the  text.  The  treatment  is  concise,  accurate  and  the  notes  on  status  for 
each  species  are  often  given  in  as  much  detail  as  some  recent  county 
publications  costing  three  or  four  times  the  price  of  this  guide.  As  in  most 
county  bird  books  the  breeding  densities  of  many  of  the  scarcer  birds  are 
well  documented,  but  there  is  often  a  dearth  of  accurate  information  on  the 
distribution  of  the  commoner  species.  Nevertheless,  Essex  has  in  part, 
been  fortunate  in  having  a  team  of  enthusiastic  observers  in  central  Essex 
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who  have  carried  out  a  common  bird  census  over  several  years  and  their 
work  on  population  fluctuations  of  such  species  as  Stock  Dove,  Little  Owl 
Carrion  Crow,  Magpie  and  Chaffinch  has  added  greatly  to  the  scientific 
value  of  the  text ;  it  is  hoped  that  this  form  of  contemporary  bird- watching 
will  continue  to  be  actively  encouraged  by  the  Essex  society. 

B.S.Ms. 

The  Birds  of  Somerset.  E.  M.  Palmer  and  D.  K.  Ballance.  Longmans , 

Green  and  Co.,  London  1968.  Pp.  1-204,  17  pis.,  map.  45s. 

County  bird  books  tend  to  follow  an  established  pattern.  An  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  geology,  general  topography,  vegetation  and  major  forms 
of  land  use  is  usually  followed  by  a  more  detailed  review  of  the  various 
regions,  natural  or  artificial,  which  are  recognised  for  the  purposes  of  the 
book.  Finally  one  comes  to  the  main  part  of  the  work,  the  detailed 
systematic  list  based  on  all  available  records.  Here  are  summarized  in 
concise  fashion  the  data  concerning  status  and  distribution,  past  and  present, 
for  all  the  forms  accepted  for  the  county.  The  present  volume  is  no 
exception  to  this  pattern,  but  it  has  the  advantage  of  dealing  with  a  county 
not  only  of  large  size  but  one  that  because  of  its  geographical  position, 
geological  history,  and  highly  varied  topography,  presents  a  wide  variety 
of  scenery  and  habitats. 

Within  the  boundaries  formed  by  the  Bristol  Channel  in  the  north¬ 
west,  the  River  Avon  and  its  Gorge  in  the  northeast,  the  hills  on  the  Wilt¬ 
shire  and  Dorset  borders  on  the  east  and  southeast,  and  the  Blackdown 
Hills  and  the  rolling  moors  of  Exmoor  to  the  south  and  west  respectively, 
both  on  the  Devon  borders,  the  range  of  habitats  is  wide.  The  long  bare 
limestone  ridge  of  the  Mendips,  the  low-lying  peat  levels  of  Sedgemoor, 
the  rich  agricultural  Vale  of  Taunton  Deane,  dominated  by  the  well- 
wooded  Quantock  Hills  to  the  north  and  the  steep  escarpment  of  the 
Blackdown  Hills  to  the  south,  together  with  the  Exmoor  National  Park 
(most  of  which  lies  in  Somerset),  all  give  the  county  a  special  character 
of  its  own. 

The  authors  point  out  that  there  has  long  been  a  need  for  such  a  work 
as  this.  Since  1869,  when  C.  Smith’s  The  Birds  of  Somersetshire  appeared, 
the  only  other  attempt  at  a  county  list  has  been  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Blathwayt’s 
1906  Report.  Since  that  date  a  series  of  annual  reports  published  by 
1  several  local  societies  has  put  on  record  a  rapidly  growing  volume  of 
observations,  but  the  authors  regret,  understandably,  that  the  absence 
of  a  comprehensive  annual  report  for  the  whole  county  has  complicated 
their  task  of  compilation.  They  list  310  forms  belonging  to  294  species, 
of  which  1 40  have  bred  and  1 1 6  breed  regularly. 

It  is  clear  from  the  review  of  recent  changes  in  Somerset  that  while  some 
are  encouraging,  in  that  they  have  provided  new  habitats  and  new  opportun¬ 
ities  for  some  species,  other  aspects  of  human  use  or  misuse  of  the  countryside 
give  cause  for  concern.  On  the  credit  side  the  great  development  of 
reservoirs  to  supply  the  growing  urban  areas,  particularly  Bristol,  has 
brought  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  ducks,  gulls  and  passage 
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waders,  with  other  migrants,  at  these  new  inland  waters.  Among  others, 
the  enormous  Chew  Valley  Reservoir  (1,200  acres)  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mendips,  completed  in  1956,  is  rapidly  becoming  a  classic  locality  for  the 
county.  When  one  reads  of  wintering  flocks  of  White-fronted  Geese  and 
Bewick’s  Swans  and  of  exceptional  passage  migrations  such  as  600  Black 
Terns  on  one  August  day  in  1965,  this  is  easy  to  believe. 

On  the  debit  side,  the  authors  comment  all  too  often,  unfortunately, 
on  the  consequences  of  increasing  human  disturbance.  Quite  apart  from 
the  devastating  effect  of  the  holiday  camps  and  caravan  parks  which  have 
urbanised  long  stretches  of  formerly  remote  shores  and  sand  dunes  on  the 
Bristol  Channel  coast,  there  is  increasing  disturbance  at  many  other  spots 
in  the  countryside  generally.  Allied  to  the  effects  of  an  increasingly 
mechanised  agriculture,  the  reclamation  of  moorland  and  flooded  levels, 
such  pressures  have  resulted  in  a  marked  reduction  of  many  species. 
Woodlarks  and  Red-backed  Shrikes,  among  others,  have  been  greatly 
reduced.  On  the  almost  historical  side,  it  is  odd  to  read  that  at  the 
Cheddar  Gorge,  now  a  classic  example  of  commercial  exploitation  by  the 
tourist  trade,  Peregrines  and  Ravens  bred  not  more  than  four  and  two 
decades  ago  respectively.  More  encouraging  is  the  good  recovery  of  the 
Buzzard  population  in  recent  years  from  the  drastic  crash  in  numbers 
following  the  myxomatosis  outbreak  in  the  mid-fifties  which  eliminated 
the  greater  part  of  their  normal  food  supply. 

Here  one  would  like  to  have  found  some  ecological  observations  on 
changes  in  feeding  habits  which  must  surely  have  taken  place  to  make 
such  a  positive  population  recovery  possible.  My  only  criticism  of  the 
book  is  the  absence  of  ecological  or  behavioural  notes  to  give  flesh  to  the 
bare  bones  of  status  and  distribution  data.  In  the  preliminary  chapters, 
well  written  by  local  observers,  describing  the  seven  major  districts,  there 
are  general  notes  on  the  composition  of  the  regional  avifaunas,  and  this 
section  of  the  book  makes  interesting  reading. 

The  book  is  well  produced.  It  includes  some  useful  photographs 
of  typical  habitats  and  some  characteristic  birds,  and  appendices  giving 
details  of  all  the  local  natural  history  societies,  a  useful  account  of  the 
history  of  Somerset  ornithology,  a  bibliography  and  a  gazetteer  of  place- 
names,  with  map,  and  a  list  of  the  bird  species  identified  from  the  pre¬ 
historic  deposits  of  the  Mendip  caves.  Altogether  a  most  useful  work, 
and  one  that  will  be  an  essential  guide  to  both  present  and  future  bird 
watchers  in  the  county. 

R.W.H. 


Bird  Watching.  Hockley  Clarke.  Pelham  Books ,  London,  1968. 

159  pages,  30  plates.  30s. 

I  can  describe  this  book  in  only  one  way — a  compendium  of  useless 
information  that  appears  to  have  been  thrown  together  hastily.  We  are 
told  in  the  introduction  that  it  will  be  helpful  to  those  who  wish  to  know 
more  about  wild  birds,  and  that  it  contains  much  of  interest  for  experienced 
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bird  watchers.  This  is  not  so.  I  shall  refrain  from  commenting  on  the 
introductory  chapters  which  contain  some  weak  efforts  at  purple  prose, 
except  to  point  out  that  the  author  apparently  does  not  know  the  meaning 
of  the  term  physiology,  for  any  reader  hoping  to  learn  something  of  the 
vital  functions  of  a  bird  will  find  that  this  section  is  simply  a  list  of  some  of 
the  external  plumage  features.  Conservationists  will  be  amazed  to  learn 
(p.  60)  that  there  are  more  than  300  country  sic  naturalists’  trusts. 

The  species  descriptions  are  given  under  habitats  of  which  there  are 
six  divisions,  plus  a  seventh  for  summer  visitors.  I  admit  complete  defeat 
in  trying  to  understand  the  logic,  if  any,  behind  this  arrangement.  In 
the  chapter  on  birds  of  farm,  hedgerow  and  woodland  we  find  the  Twite 
given  as  a  winter  visitor  to  southern  England,  but  no  mention  at  all  of 
its  breeding  in  the  British  Isles.  The  Crossbill  is  in  this  section  also,  but 
the  only  breeding  given  is  for  Scotland.  In  the  chapter  on  birds  of  the 
inland  waters  we  find  such  surprising  species  as  the  Golden  Plover,  Brent 
Goose  and  Snow  Goose.  In  this  chapter  we  can  learn  too  that  the  Shoveler 
has  bred  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  (but  apparently  nowhere  else),  and  that 
the  Moorhen’s  egg  is  as  large  as  that  of  a  chicken.  The  birds  of  sea  and 
coast  include  the  Common  Sandpiper  and  the  Red-necked  Phalarope, 
the  latter  said  to  nest  in  Iceland  with  a  record  of  breeding  in  Scotland; 
possibly  the  author  has  never  heard  of  the  Shetland  Islands.  For  some 
mysterious  reason  the  Fulmar  is  dealt  with  twice  in  this  chapter,  once  as 
The  Fulmar  Petrel  p.  115  and  as  The  Fulmar  p.  121.  It  comes  as  no 
surprise  to  find  that  the  chapter  on  birds  of  mountain,  moor  and  forest 
omits  the  Golden  Plover  and  Twite,  but  includes  the  Marsh  Harrier. 
Finally,  the  curious  chapter  on  summer  visitors  includes  the  Great  Grey 
Shrike  and  the  Bluethroat.  Students  of  population  ecology  will  be  vastly 
entertained  by  the  Cuckoo  arithmetic  on  p.  141.  The  identification 
details  in  almost  every  instance  are  useless,  as  are  such  statements  as  ‘'The 
Stonechat  got  its  name  through  being  often  seen  on  heaps  of  stones  ...” 
and  “The  Marsh  Tit  is  not  confined  to  marshes”. 

The  above  points  represent  just  a  random  selection,  there  are  many 
other  criticisms  that  could  be  made.  I  have  no  idea  why  this  book  has 
been  published,  neither  can  I  imagine  any  sane  ornithologist  wanting  to 
buy  it. 

B.L.S. 

Galapagos:  Islands  of  Birds.  Bryan  Nelson.  Longmans,  London,  1968. 

338  pages,  24  plates  and  numerous  text  figures.  Price  50s. 

Many  of  us  would  like  to  vary  our  life  by  spending  periods  in  a 
Robinson  Crusoe-like  manner  on  an  uninhabited  island  in  order  to  study 
birds,  but  few  of  us  will  ever  do  so.  Bryan  Nelson  and  his  wife  had  the 
extreme  good  fortune  to  do  exactly  this,  camping  for  some  time  on  two 
uninhabited  islands  in  the  Galapagos  to  study  seabirds,  and  this  book  is 
the  result.  The  author  says  that  his  themes  are  seabirds,  Galapagos 
wildlife  and  desert  island  camps  in  that  order.  Any  reader  who  thinks 
that  this  is  just  another  travel  book  will  rapidly  be  disillusioned.  This 


102 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT.  No.  32  FOR  1967 


book  is  full  of  good  stimulating  facts  on  the  biology  of  three  species  of  booby, 
frigate  birds  and  several  other  species.  There  is  also  an  account  of  a  brief 
visit  to  the  Guano  Islands  of  Peru  to  study  a  fourth  species  of  booby.  The 
facts  that  Dr.  Nelson  gives  add  very  significantly  to  our  knowledge  of 
seabirds,  and  in  particular  to  that  of  the  boobies  where  the  treatment  is 
extremely  detailed.  Whilst  any  ornithologist  cannot  fail  to  enjoy  this 
book,  it  will  certainly  appeal  most  to  those  who  are  students  of  bird 
behaviour  and  population  ecology.  A  first  class  book  which  will  certainly 
become  a  standard  work. 

B.L.S. 

Instructions  to  Young  Ornithologists  VII:  Ducks,  Geese  and  Swans. 

John  Welman.  Museum  Press.  Brompton  Library.  Price  20s. 

This  series  of  pocket  books  cover  every  subject  from  rock  climbing  to 
needlecraft,  but  seven  of  the  volumes  are  devoted  to  ornithology.  Their 
object,  I  take  it,  is  to  provide  an  aid  to  study  of  the  subject  concerned, 
and  also  to  stimulate  interest  and  enthusiasm.  There  is  certainly  a  need 
for  this  particular  book,  which  deals  with  the  Anatidae,  because  this  order 
is  often  neglected  in  ornithological  literature.  But  it  falls  somewhat 
short  of  its  aims  due  to  a  preoccupation  with  identification  which  seems 
scarcely  necessary  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 

There  is  a  short  but  useful  chapter  on  the  general  characteristics  of 
the  three  groups  of  birds,  also  a  chapter  on  migration  in  which  the  author 
expounds  his  own  theory  of  the  mechanism  of  migration.  Then  there  are 
two  chapters  of  the  author’s  opinions  and  reminiscences  of  ducks,  mostly 
set  in  Africa.  All  these  chapters  are  interesting  reading,  but  unfortunately 
70  of  the  120  pages  of  the  book  are  devoted  to  identification  and  distribution 
of  the  world’s  ducks,  geese  and  swans,  with  more  detail  of  the  European 
species.  Since  there  are  many  excellent  guides  to  identification  already 
available,  the  space  could  have  been  better  filled  with  advice  on  how  and 
where  to  watch  ducks  and  geese,  which  seems  to  be  totally  lacking.  The 
space  given  to  each  species  is  inevitably  so  brief  as  to  be  of  little  practical 
use,  and  the  sections  suffer  from  a  number  of  errors,  such  as  for  Black 
Duck  “a  white  bar  in  the  speculum  of  the  wing”  as  an  identification  feature. 
The  16  photographs  show  birds  at  the  nest  or  in  captivity  and  add  little 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  book. 

Despite  these  criticisms,  the  book  makes  interesting  background 
reading  to  anyone  studying  the  groups  of  birds  concerned. 

R.W.B. 
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Introduction 

^HERE  were  a  similar  number  of  contributors  to  this  Report  as  for  last 
year.  More  than  three  hundred  people  have  been  sufficiently  interested 
in  the  birds  of  the  London  Area  to  send  in  their  records  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  them  all. 

We  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Recording  Arrangements 
on  page  1 1 .  With  such  a  large  number  of  contributors  it  would  help  our 
work  enormously  if  these  simple  instructions  are  carefully  followed.  The 
section  on  Field  Notes  is  particularly  important.  All  records  for  those 
species  listed  on  page  1 1  have  to  be  considered  by  your  Records  Committee 
before  they  can  be  included  in  the  systematic  list.  It  is  only  fair  to  both 
the  Committee  and  the  readers  of  the  Report  that  accurate  field  notes  are 
forwarded  to  the  Recorders.  Unfortunately,  many  records  for  1968  had 
to  be  rejected  by  the  Committee  for  want  of  satisfactory  supporting  details. 
Members  of  the  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  assist  anyone  who  is  unsure 
of  the  type  of  information  required. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  is  no  feeling  among  contributors  that  after 
sending  records  in  for,  say,  three  years,  they  should  be  excused  the  chore  of 
writing  field  notes.  All  the  plumage  details  submitted  are  attached  to  the 
record  cards  and  may  be  of  use  to  future  generations  of  bird-watchers  and 
to  workers  studying  specific  species.  So  perhaps  it  is  not  such  a  chore 
after  all? 

Your  Committee  had  hoped  to  produce  this  Report  earlier  but  we  were 
beset  by  problems.  Not  the  least  of  these  was  the  difficulties  over  the 


2 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  33  FOR  1968 


Middlesex  recording.  Alan  Paine  unfortunately  decided  to  resign  as 
Recorder  and  it  was  May  before  work  on  the  County’s  records  was  under 
way.  John  Chipperfield  very  kindly  agreed  to  take  over  the  responsibilities 
of  Recorder  for  Middlesex  and  Bucks,  and  our  thanks  are  extended  to  him 
for  taking  on  this  job  at  such  an  inconvenient  time. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  report  that  Frank  Jones  has,  for  health  reasons, 
to  give  up  the  Editorship  of  the  London  Bird  Report  after  publication  of  this 
edition.  Frank  has  edited  eleven  editions  of  the  London  Bird  Report  and  we 
owe  him  a  huge  debt  of  gratitude  for  a  job  well  done.  Peter  Grant  is 
taking  over  the  editorship  and  we  are  pleased  that  Frank  Jones  has  agreed 
to  remain  a  member  of  the  Editorial  Committee.  There  are  also  numerous 
changes  in  the  Recorders  for  next  year.  Tony  Tomlins,  Recorder  for 
Inner  London  hands  over  to  Rolfe  Green,  Bryan  Sage,  Recorder  for  Herts, 
hands  over  to  Roy  Sanderson  and  Peter  Grant  will  hand  over  to  a  new 
Recorder  for  Kent  when  appointed.  Our  especial  thanks  are  due  to  Bryan, 
Peter  and  Tony  for  all  their  hard  work  over  the  years.  Two  more  appoint¬ 
ments  are  Leslie  Baker  as  Business  Manager  and  Charles  Westwood  as 
Recorder  for  Middlesex,  and  Bucks. 

There  are  four  papers  in  this  Report.  Alan  Parker  has  studied  both 
Rooks  and  Little  and  Barn  Owls  in  a  part  of  Essex;  Miss  Jane  Stainton  has 
written  on  Coots  at  Barn  Elms  and  Bryan  Sage  has  presented  the  results 
of  the  Gull  roosts  and  fly-lines  enquiry,  to  which  many  readers  will  have 
contributed.  There  is  also  a  “Short  Note”  by  Peter  Grant  on  a  bird 
habitat  worth  keeping  an  eye  on  in  our  changing  City ;  a  large  area  cleared 
for  re-development. 

No  suitable  books  were  received  for  review  in  this  Report. 
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The  Year 


January 

The  year  opened  with  several  scarce  species  which  had  been  seen  at 
the  end  of  1967  still  present.  One  of  these,  a  Shag  at  Walthamstow  Res., 
had  arrived  at  the  time  of  the  wreck  in  November,  1965,  and  remained 
until  it  was  found  dead  on  March  27th.  Others  were  a  Great  Northern 
Diver  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  which  stayed  until  February  1 1th,  a  Red-necked 
Grebe  at  King  George  V  Res.  until  April  20th,  and  a  Bittern  at  Cassiobury 
Park  until  February  16th.  An  immature  drake  Long-tailed  Duck  reported 
at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  January  6th  which  stayed  until  February  18th  was 
probably  the  bird  which  had  been  present  there  at  the  end  of  1967.  A 
Glaucous  Gull  was  seen  at  Sevenoaks  on  January  8th,  and  an  Iceland  Gull 
there  four  days  later  on  the  12th. 

During  the  night  of  January  8th/9th,  there  was  a  heavy  snowfall  and 
on  the  9th  a  mainly  south-westerly  movement  of  Lapwings,  Fieldfares  and 
Skylarks  developed,  but  on  a  smaller  scale  than  the  movement  at  a  similar 
period  in  1967.  On  the  same  day  13  grey  geese  flew  N.W.  at  Wandsworth 
Common  and  a  White-fronted  Goose  S.  at  Mill  Hill.  The  severe  weather 
lasted  until  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  and  during  this  period  a  Hen  Harrier 
was  seen  in  the  Sevenoaks/Otford  area,  and  a  few  Dunlin  appeared  inland; 
one  at  Sevenoaks  on  the  10th,  four  standing  on  the  ice  at  Brent  Res.  on  the 
11th  and  one  at  Barn  Elms  the  same  day.  All  had  left  by  the  14th.  On 
the  12th  the  largest  flock  of  Dunlin  for  the  year,  800,  was  seen  at  the 
Thames  marshes  at  Swanscombe.  Wildfowl  numbers  for  several  species 
were  at  their  highest  during  and  immediately  after  this  cold  spell:  there 
were  over  200  Wigeon  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  11th;  1,000  Mallard  at 
Harefield  Moor  on  the  13th;  and  on  the  14th  2,000  Tufted  Duck  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  822  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  and  708  at  Staines  Res.,  550  Teal 
at  Island  Barn  Res.,  64  Goosander  at  Walton  Res.,  another  Long-tailed 
Duck  at  Island  Barn  Res.  and  a  Bewick’s  Swan  found  dead  at  King  George 
V  Res.  Also  on  the  14th  following  the  rapid  thaw  further  geese  movements 
occurred;  40  grey  geese  flying  N.W.  at  Wandsworth  Common,  38  W.  at 
Hayes  Common,  and  35  White-fronted  Geese  W.  at  Staines  being  reported. 
Twenty  Bearded  Tits  were  seen  at  Swanscombe  on  the  14th  and  12  there 
on  the  27th.  A  Chiffchaff  which  had  survived  the  severe  weather  was  seen 
at  Worcester  Park  on  the  14th,  15th  and  20th. 

Other  items  of  note  during  January  were  700  Fieldfares  at  Ashtead 
Downs  on  the  17th,  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Brent  Res.  on  the  22nd,  a 
Turnstone  on  Walton  Res.  on  the  27th,  the  largest  flock  of  Cormorants  ever 
seen  in  our  Area,  104  at  Walton  Res.,  on  the  28th,  and  4,000  Tree  Sparrows 
at  Romford  S.F.  for  most  of  the  month. 
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February 

On  February  1st  there  were  650  Redwings  at  Worcester  Park,  and  the 
following  day  a  Twite  was  trapped  and  ringed  at  Romford  S.F.  A  Great 
Northern  Diver  was  found  dead  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  4th.  On  February 
7th  a  male  Blackcap  was  first  seen  at  Groxley  Green,  where  it  remained 
until  the  26th.  On  the  11th  there  were  500  Teal  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and 
49  Gadwall  there  the  same  day  was  the  largest  flock  yet  recorded  in  our 
Area.  On  the  same  day  the  largest  flock  of  Goldfinches  for  the  year,  325, 
was  seen  in  Bushy  Park.  On  February  13  th  the  first  of  several  Firecrests 
seen  during  the  year  was  present  at  Barnes.  During  the  next  week  there 
Were  reports  of  an  immature  Little  Gull  at  Sevenoaks  on  the  15th,  two 
Hooded  Crows  at  Havering  on  the  16th,  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Staines  Res. 
and  a  Shag  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the  17th,  an  immature  drake  Long-tailed 
Duck,  perhaps  the  bird  seen  at  Barn  Elms  up  to  that  date,  at  Island  Bam 
Res.  on  the  18th  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  19th.  An 
adult  Fulmar  was  found  alive  at  Erith  Marshes  on  the  25th,  but  died  during 
the  night. 

March 

On  March  2nd  a  Red-throated  Diver,  which  died  later,  was  seen  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  During  the  month  there  were  several  more  records  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks,  including  a  female  at  Barn  Elms  on  the  17th  which 
stayed  until  May  10th.  There  was  a  first  winter  Glaucous  Gull  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  the  3rd  and  a  near  adult  Glaucous  Gull  at  Staines  Res.  on 
the  10th.  Evidence  of  the  return  migration  included  180  White-fronted 
Geese  flying  N.E.  at  Ewell  on  March  4th,  and  next  day  60  grey  geese 
flying  E.  at  West  Bedfont,  and  two  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Beddington  S.F.; 
on  the  9th  a  flock  of  grey  geese  flying  N.W.  over  Hainault  at  night  were 
believed  from  the  calls  to  be  Pink-footed  Geese,  and  the  next  day  there  were 
two  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Later  in  the  month  there  were 
200  Bramblings  at  Cobham,  larger  numbers  than  had  been  present  in 
January  and  February.  Most  Redwings  had  left  the  Area  by  March  26th. 
Meanwhile  first  arrivals  of  summer  migrants  included  Wheatear  on  the 
20th,  Sand  Martin  on  the  22nd,  Common/Arctic  Tern  on  the  26th  and 
Swallows  on  the  29th.  By  the  24th  Wheatears  were  widespread,  only  four 
days  after  the  first  arrivals,  and  reports  included  10  at  Old  Parkbury.  On 
March  25th  there  was  a  Black-tailed  Godwit  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  another 
Firecrest  at  Wimbledon  Common. 

April 

Although  most  Redwings  had  left  the  Area  before  the  end  of  March, 
there  were  still  500  Fieldfares  at  St.  Albans  on  April  2nd.  On  April  6th 
the  last  Jack  Snipe  was  seen  on  the  same  day  as  the  first  Cuckoo.  On 
April  11th  a  Firecrest  at  Regent’s  Park  was  only  the  second  recorded  for 
Inner  London;  thirteen  days  later  one  in  Kensington  Gardens  made  the 
total  three.  Another  Firecrest  was  seen  at  Potters  Bar  on  the  15th.  There 
were  still  200  Bramblings  at  Hogtrough  Hill,  near  Brasted,  on  the  15th  only 
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one  day  before  the  first  Swift  was  seen.  Other  records  of  note  during 
April  were:  a  Peregrine  in  Regent’s  Park  on  the  16th;  a  Hoopoe  at  Otford 
on  the  17th;  two  Bearded  Tits  at  Rye  Meads  on  the  20th;  an  Avocet  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  the  21st,  and  the  same  day  Hoopoes  at  Keston  and 
Beddington  S.F.;  an  adult  Little  Gull  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  23rd,  and  at 
the  same  locality  a  Turnstone  on  the  25th  and  3,000  Swifts  on  the  26th. 
A  Marsh  Warbler  first  seen  at  Sevenoaks  on  April  28th  stayed  until  mid- 
July. 

May 

On  May  1st  there  was  a  considerable  movement  of  Swifts,  5,000  being 
noted  at  Staines  Res.  and  1,000  at  Chigwell.  The  peak  of  the  passage  of 
Swallows  and  Sand  Martins  was  on  the  7th,  the  largest  numbers  being 
500  Swallows  and  1,500  Sand  Martins,  both  at  Staines  Res.  The  last 
Redwings  were  seen  on  May  4th  and  the  last  Fieldfares  on  the  13th.  A 
Golden  Oriole  was  seen  in  Epping  Forest  on  the  27th.  The  wader  passage 
was  on  a  small  scale,  some  of  the  more  interesting  records  being:  Turnstones 
at  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  the  1st,  Staines  Res.,  two  on  the  6th,  and 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  the  20th  and  21st;  on  the  19th  a  Grey  Plover  and 
six  Sanderling  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.;  25  Dunlin  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  the 
25th  was  the  maximum  for  the  spring  passage.  The  passage  of  Black 
Terns  was  on  a  very  small  scale,  nine  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  22nd  being  the 
maximum.  At  the  same  locality  there  was  a  Sandwich  Tern  on  the  15th 
and  a  Roseate  Tern  on  the  17th.  Little  Gulls  included  two  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.  on  the  6th  and  an  adult  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  27th.  Other  records 
of  interest  during  the  month  were  Ospreys  at  Cheshunt  on  the  4th  and  at 
Sevenoaks  on  the  24th,  a  Hoopoe  at  Oxted  on  the  5th,  a  drake  Long-tailed 
Duck  at  Kempton  Res.  on  the  25th,  a  Short-eared  Owl  at  Barn  Elms  Res. 
on  the  26th  and  nine  Common  Scoters  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  28th. 

June  and  the  Breeding  Season 

A  late  passage  of  terns  towards  the  middle  of  the  month  included  eight 
Black  Terns  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  1 1th  and  the  same  number  at  Barn  Elms 
on  the  14th,  and  15  Common/Arctic  Terns  flying  N.W.  at  Potters  Bar  on 
the  16th.  A  few  other  records  of  migrants  included  an  Osprey  at  Berwick 
Pond,  Rainham,  on  the  1st,  a  Corncrake  at  Almshouse  Plain,  Epping 
Forest,  on  the  3rd,  eight  Common  Scoters  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  18th,  a 
Bar-tailed  Godwit  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  29th  and  23  Curlew  flying 
W.  at  Belvedere  on  the  30th. 

Noteworthy  breeding  records  during  the  year  included  one  certain  and 
one  probable  pairs  of  Sparrow-hawk,  two  pairs  of  Hobbies,  four  pairs  of 
Snipe,  one  pair  of  Herring  Gulls,  seven  pairs  of  Common  Terns,  not  less 
than  four  pairs  of  Barn  Owls,  not  less  than  1 3  pairs  of  Kingfishers,  probably 
at  least  one  pair  of  Wrynecks,  one  pair  of  Stonechats,  seven  pairs  of  Black 
Redstarts,  probably  at  least  seven  pairs  of  Grey  Wagtails,  probably  two 
pairs  of  Red-backed  Shrikes,  and  probably  at  least  two  pairs  of  Crossbills. 
Other  species  for  which  estimates  of  the  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  can  be 
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made  are  Great-crested  Grebe  (60),  Heron  (113),  Tufted  Duck  (120), 
Pochard  (26),  Kestrel  (106),  Little  Ringed  Plover  (26),  Redshank  (30). 
A  pair  of  Swallows  in  Regent’s  Park  were  the  first  to  breed  there  since  1908. 
Several  Water  Rails  were  seen  during  the  breeding  season. 

July 

The  outstanding  record  for  July  was  a  Black-winged  Stilt  at  Kempton 
Res.  on  July  6th.  The  wader  passage  began  early,  including  a  Wood 
Sandpiper  at  Old  Parkbury  and  a  Sanderling  at  Barn  Elms,  both  on  the  3rd. 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  seen  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  the  7th  and  at 
King  George  V  Res.  on  the  15th,  the  latter  staying  until  November  3rd. 
Common  Scoters  were  a  feature  of  the  month,  including  one  at  Barn  Elms 
on  the  1 1th,  nine  at  King  George  V  Res.  and  eight  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the 
15th  (perhaps  the  same  party)  and  four  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the 
27th.  There  were  two  Sandwich  Terns  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  the 
unusual  date  on  July  7th.  At  the  end  of  the  month  a  Cirl  Bunting  on  the 
27th  and  28th  was  the  only  record  for  the  year.  There  were  two  Little 
Gulls  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the  29th,  a  Black-tailed  Godwit  at  Rainham 
Marsh  at  the  31st,  and  a  Short-eared  Owl  there  the  same  day. 

August  , 

The  irruption  of  Nutcrackers  which  affected  most  of  North  Europe 
first  reached  this  country  on  August  5th,  and  within  three  days  one  had  been 
seen  in  our  Area  at  South  Croydon  on  the  8th.  It  stayed  until  September 
7th,  and  others  were  seen  in  the  Area  in  September  (2)  October  (1), 
November  (3),  and  December  (1).  Other  rarities  seen  during  the  month 
were  a  White-winged  Black  Tern  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  13th  and  14th,  and 
a  Roller  at  Osterley  Park  on  the  26th  and  27th  which  was  trapped  and 
ringed.  Both  were  immature  birds.  There  were  no  outstanding  features 
of  the  wader  passage,  and  for  some  species  it  was  poor;  very  few  Little  Stints 
and  no  Curlew  Sandpipers.  Some  of  the  larger  numbers  reported  were: 
at  Rainham  Marsh,  five  Turnstones  and  eight  Wood  .Sandpipers  on  the 
5th  and  four  Oystercatchers  on  the  6th;  at  Perry  Oaks,  a  Red-necked 
Phalarope,  38  Ruff  and  two  Knots  on  the  10th;  on  the  same  day  13  Curlew 
flying  S.W.  at  Thorpe;  30-35  Common  Sandpipers  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on 
the  14th  was  the  maximum  for  the  year;  10  Wood  Sandpipers  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  the  16th;  also  on  the  16th  19  Dunlin  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  was  the 
maximum  for  the  autumn  migration;  three  Grey  Plover  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  the  17th;  12  Green  Sandpipers  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  22nd 
and  1 1  Turnstones  there  on  the  24th. 

Other  noteworthy  records  during  the  month  included:  a  Bittern  at 
Rye  Meads  on  the  10th;  nine  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Staines  Res.  on  the 
12th;  a  Hoopoe  at  Bookham  Common  on  the  12th;  four  immature  Little 
Gulls  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  14th;  70-80  Common/Arctic  Terns  at  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.  on  the  18th;  40  Common/Arctic  Terns  at  Queen  Mary  Res., 
seven  Little  Terns  at  Sevenoaks  and  1 1  Black  Terns  at  Staines  Res.  on  the 
22nd;  an  Arctic  Skua  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  26th  and  27th. 


THE  YEAR 


7 


September 

The  only  scarce  species  recorded  were  two  Temminck’s  Stints  and  a 
Rough-legged  Buzzard  all  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  the  15th,  and  a  Red¬ 
breasted  Flycatcher  at  Wanstead  Park  on  the  4th.  Continuing  with  the 
wader  passage  the  more  interesting  records  included :  60  Ruff,  the  maximum 
for  the  year,  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  1st;  an  early  Jack  Snipe  at  Seven- 
oaks  on  the  1st;  three  Spotted  Redshanks  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  1st; 
seven  Greenshanks  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the  3rd;  25  Ruff  at  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.  on  the  8th;  five  Oystercatchers  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the  10th; 
eight  Greenshanks  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  11th;  six  Little  Stints,  the 
maximum  for  year,  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  23rd. 

Other  noteworthy  records  of  non-passerine  species  included:  a  Little 
Tern  at  Kempton  Res.  on  the  2nd;  three  adult  Little  Gulls  at  Staines  Res. 
on  the  11th;  two  Arctic  Skuas  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  15th;  90  Common/ 
Arctic  Terns,  90  Sandwich  Terns  and  20  Black  Terns  at  Barn  Elms  Res. 
on  the  15th. 

The  first  autumn  Ring  Ouzel  was  seen  on  the  6th,  and  three  others 
were  reported  in  September,  three  in  October  and  one  in  November. 
Seven  migrant  Wrynecks  were  seen  during  the  month.  The  first  Siskins 
arrived  early,  10  at  Riddlesdown  on  the  18th,  but  subsequent  arrivals  were 
on  a  very  small  scale.  Two  days  later  the  first  Fieldfares  were  seen.  On 
the  25th  at  Worcester  Park  1,000  House  Martins  were  seen  flying  N.E. 
preceding  rainclouds.  On  the  30th  there  was  a  considerable  passage  of 
Meadow  Pipits,  the  largest  number  noted  being  409  over  Regent’s  Park  in 
two  hours. 


October 

On  the  1st  at  Staines  Res.  there  was  a  westerly  movement  of  2,000 
House  Martins  and  on  the  same  day  there  a  late  Swift.  At  St.  Albans 
on  the  5th  there  were  500  House  Martins.  On  the  6th  the  arrival  of 
Fieldfares  became  more  general.  The  peak  of  the  Chaffinch  migration 
was  noted  on  the  15th  the  largest  number  at  any  locality  being  1,100  at 
Worcester  Park.  Skylark  movements  were  most  frequently  reported  on 
the  19th  and  20th,  but  numbers  exceeded  100  only  at  Regent’s  Park  with 
475  on  the  19th  and  800  on  the  20th.  The  peak  of  the  Starling  passage 
was  also  noted  on  the  20th,  the  largest  count  at  any  locality  being  5,000  in 
one  hour  at  Danson  Park.  Also  on  the  20th  five  Bearded  Tits  were  seen 
at  Rainham.  A  Firecrest  at  Kensington  Gardens  on  the  21st  was  the  third 
for  the  year  for  Inner  London,  there  previously  having  been  only  one  record. 
There  was  a  Hooded  Crow  at  Kidbrooke  on  the  27th,  and  two  at  Havering 
first  seen  on  the  30th  remained  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  the  5th  a  Shag  was  seen  flying  N.  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  and  on  the 
6th  there  were  two  Red-throated  Divers  at  Walthamstow  Res.  The 
number  of  Shoveler  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  9th,  165,  was  the  highest  for  the 
year.  On  the  same  day  there  were  two  Common  Scoters  there.  At 
Cheshunt  G.P.  on  the  12th  there  was  another  Red-necked  Grebe  and  on 
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the  following  day  233  Great  Crested  Grebes  at  Walthamstow  Res.  was  the 
largest  concentration  for  the  year.  A  Short-eared  Owl  was  seen  in  Rich- 
mon  Park  on  the  19th  and  a  Merlin  flying  W.  at  East  Molesey  on  the  20th. 

November 

On  November  1st  a  concentration  of  Redwings  at  Sewardstonebury 
was  estimated  at  2,000  and  there  were  still  1,500  there  on  the  20th.  On 
the  2nd  there  were  300-400  Fieldfares  at  Old  Parkbury,  and  later  in  the 
month  1,200  at  Sewardstonebury.  Yet  another  Firecrest  was  identified  at 
Croxley  Common  Moor  on  November  13th.  A  feature  of  the  month  was 
the  number  of  late  migrants:  a  Wryneck  at  Riverhead  on  the  4th;  five 
Little  Stints  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  17th;  three  Black  Terns  and  two 
Common/Arctic  Terns  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  24th;  a  Swallow  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  the  30th;  two  Chiffchaffs  trapped  at  Kempton  Park  Res. 
on  the  30th  which  were  retrapped  on  December  7th.  A  Slavonian  Grebe 
first  seen  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  the  9th  remained  until  mid-December. 
A  Short-eared  Owl  was  seen  at  Epsom  on  the  10th.  At  the  Thames 
Marshes  at  Dartford  there  were  100  Redshank  on  the  12th  and  later  in  the 
month  600  Dunlin  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  27th.  By  the  second  half 
of  the  month  the  wintering  flock  of  Ruff  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  had  reached  a 
maximum  of  20.  On  the  16th  12  swans  either  Whooper  or  Bewick’s  were 
seen  flying  N.W.  over  Bentley  Heath.  An  immature  Little  Gull  seen  at 
Staines  Res.  on  the  17th  and  20th  was  found  dead  on  the  29th. 

December 

On  the  1st  there  was  a  concentration  of  1,000  Pochard  at  Staines  Res., 
a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Rainham  Marsh,  and  a  Guillemot  was  found  dead, 
badly  oiled,  in  Regent’s  Park.  At  the  following  weekend  there  was  a 
Red- throated  Diver  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  7th,  a  Knot  there  the 
following  day,  and  on  the  same  day  at  Beddington  S.F.  a  concentration  of 
1,000  Snipe.  On  the  9th  two  Crossbills  at  Thorndon  Park  was  the  only 
record  for  the  year  north  of  the  Thames.  In  the  next  three  days  there 
were  48  Ruff  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  11th,  three  adult  Whooper  Swans 
at  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  12th  and  a  Velvet  Scoter  at  King  George  VI 
Res.  on  the  13th  which  Was  also  seen  on  the  15th.  The  weekend  again 
brought  several  interesting  records:  on  the  14th  100  Bramblings  at  Ashurst 
Rough,  a  Snow  Bunting  at  Girling  Res.,  two  female  Blackcaps  at  Brent 
Res.,  one  of  which  was  still  there  on  the  21st,  and  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  which  remained  until  the  18th  and  was  probably  the 
bird  which  had  been  at  King  George  V  Res.  On  the  19th  six  Bewick’s 
Swans  were  feeding  by  the  River  Roding  at  Abridge  and  600  Golden 
Plover  were  seen  near  Stanborough.  A  Chiffchaff  was  seen  at  Wraysbury 
G.P.  on  the  21st. 

Colder  weather  set  in  on  the  24th,  and  on  the  following  day  there  was 
a  concentration  of  1,500  Pochard  at  Belvedere.  On  the  27th  a  Bittern  at 
Beddington  S.F.  was  chased  by  crows  as  it  flew  away  to  the  south,  at  a 
time  when  another  was  temporarily  resident  at  Rye  Meads.  On  the  same 
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day  two  grey  geese  flew  S.W.  at  Regent’s  Park.  It  was  not  until  the  28th 
that  a  hard  weather  movement  to  the  S.W.  developed.  On  that  day  a  total 
of  over  10,000  Lapwings  were  noted  at  a  number  of  localities,  and  consider¬ 
able  movements  of  Fieldfares  and  Redwings  also  took  place.  On  the  29th 
there  were  350  Tufted  Duck  at  Belvedere  where  there  had  been  only  40  on 
the  25th,  350  Shelduck  at  Swanscombe,  80  grey  geese  flying  N.  at  Fulham, 
and  three  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Walthamstow  Res.  On  the  31st  a  further  30 
grey  geese  flew  N.W.  over  Regent’s  Park. 

Ringing  recoveries 

Details  of  more  ringing  recoveries  than  usual  have  been  obtained  for 
1968.  These  have  not  been  referred  to  in  this  section,  but  the  more 
interesting  will  be  found  in  the  systematic  list  under  the  following  species: 
Teal,  Mute  Swan,  Kestrel,  Moorhen,  Coot,  Lapwing,  Common  Sandpiper, 
Black-headed  Gull,  Fieldfare,  Song  Thrush,  Redwing,  Blackbird,  Reed 
Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Willow  Warbler,  Yellow  Wagtail, 
Siskin,  Linnet,  Chaffinch,  Brambling,  and  Tree  Sparrow. 


Atlas  of  London  Birds 

The  first  moves  towards  preparing  an  Atlas  showing  the  summer 
distribution  of  breeding  birds  in  the  London  Area  were  made  in  1 968  in 
conjunction  with  the  B.T.O.  national  Atlas  Project.  While  the  mapping 
for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  based  on  the  10  km.  square,  we  are  aiming  to 
present  a  more  detailed  picture  of  our  own  recording  area  by  showing  the 
distribution  for  each  tetrad.  There  are  856  tetrads  (3,424  sq.  kms.)  to 
be  covered  and  of  these,  Hertfordshire,  who  are  working  on  the  same  basis 
as  ourselves,  are  looking  after  161  where  our  areas  overlap,  leaving  us  with 
695. 

Our  request  for  help  met  with  quite  an  encouraging  response  in  the 
first  year  and  record  cards  were  returned  for  383  tetrads.  Nevertheless 
this  represented  only  about  55%  of  the  total  and,  as  the  amount  of  time 
that  observers  were  able  to  devote  to  the  survey  varied  considerably,  some 
areas  were  examined  much  more  thoroughly  than  others.  At  the  end  of 
1968,  we  therefore  had  only  a  few  tetrads  that  appeared  to  be  almost  com¬ 
plete,  a  large  number  that  clearly  needed  at  least  another  season’s  field-work 
and  about  300  not  started.  We  have  attempted  to  find  more  observers  in 
1969  to  help  in  filling  the  gaps  and,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  resmts  for 
the  second  year  are  starting  to  come  in,  although  it  is  still  too  early  to  give 
any  indication  of  how  much  further  progress  has  been  made. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  all  those  who  are  continuing  to  support  this 
project  and,  particularly,  to  observers  who  have  accepted  the  rather  un¬ 
rewarding  task  of  covering  the  difficult  urban  areas.  If  we  are  to  achieve 
worthwhile  results  and  be  able  to  publish  maps  that  show  the  present 
distribution  pattern  over  the  whole  of  our  Area,  all  localities,  however 
uninviting  from  the  bird-watchers’  point  of  view,  need  to  be  examined. 
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The  final  maps  will  not  only  be  a  useful  record  of  the  present  situation  of 
birds  breeding  in  the  London  Area,  but  will  also  provide  a  valuable  basis 
for  comparison  in  the  future. 

It  is  not  a  particularly  difficult  survey.  The  records  are  based  on  the 
presence  or  absence  of  birds  in  each  tetrad  and  a  code  letter  is  entered  on 
the  record  card  against  each  species  to  indicate  whether  the  bird  was: — 

1.  Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  a  possible  nesting  habitat. 

2.  Possibly  breeding — i.e.  singing  male  or  nest  building. 

3.  Proved  to  be  breeding. 

There  is  a  choice  of  eight  codes  that  can  be  used  to  show  proof  of  breeding, 
only  two  of  which  actually  require  an  observer  to  see  what  is  in  a  nest. 
It  can  all  be  done  by  watching  the  adults  carrying  food  or  faecal  sacs  or 
looking  out  for  newly-fledged  young,  and  thus  avoiding  disturbance  at  the 
nest  site.  Only  one  record  for  each  species  is  required  for  each  tetrad, 
with  as  many  as  possible  in  the  third  category7.  Once  a  species  has  been 
proved  breeding  in  one  year  it  can  be  ignored  for  this  purpose  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  tetrad  the  following  year. 

The  investigation  of  bird  distribution  is  an  aspect  of  ornithology  in 
which  the  amateur  can  make  an  especially  useful  contribution  and,  although 
the  survey  can  be  quite  time  consuming  during  the  breeding  season,  there 
is  always  the  chance  of  coming  across  a  previously  overlooked  species 
breeding  in  some  neglected  locality. 

There  are  still  a  few  urban  areas  that  need  to  be  covered  as  well  as 
quite  a  number  of  mainly  rural  tetrads,  principally  in  Essex  and  Kent, 
and  we  would  welcome  further  offers  of  assistance,  which  should  be 
addressed  to  P.  J.  Sellar,  89  Riddlesdown  Road,  Purley,  Surrey,  CR2  1DH. 
Casual  breeding  records,  accompanied  by  at  least  a  four-figure  map 
reference,  are  also  very  useful  and  can  be  sent  to  the  Recorders  or  to 
David  J.  Montier,  6  Cloonmore  Avenue,  Orpington,  Kent,  BR6  9LF. 
Please  do  all  you  can  to  help. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

^HE  Society’s  Area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  recorders  welcome  records  from  members 
and  non-members.  It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the 
following  points  are  observed. 

1.  Please  enter  records  on  the  Society’s  record  sheets,  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  recorders,  in  Wetmore  Order  (as  used  in  the  London 
Bird  Report).  Use  separate  sheets  for  each  county  (except  Bucks  to  be 
included  with  Middlesex)  and  for  Inner  London,  and  send  them  to  the 
appropriate  address  below,  in  July  for  the  period  January  to  June 
and  the  beginning  of  January  for  July  to  December.  Please  give 
locality  names  accurately  with  map  reference  in  any  difficult  or  doubt¬ 
ful  case. 

2.  Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  all  species  indicated  below.  It 
would  greatly  assist  the  recorders  if  these  supporting  notes  were  written 
on  separate  sheets  of  paper  for  each  species  and  attached  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  record  sheet.  If  the  species  is  one  which  should  be  considered 
by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds ,  Vol.  59, 
No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305)  please  submit  your  notes  to  that 
Committee  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising 
him  that  the  record  has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit 
your  record  sheets. 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

All  Divers 

Grebes  other  than  Great  Crested  and 
Little 

All  Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 

Herons  other  than  Common  Heron 
All  Bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 
All  Geese 

Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  Crakes,  except  Water  Rail, 
Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence, 
and  in  addition  Whimbrel,  God- 
wits,  Wood  Sandpiper,  Spotted 
Redshank,  Temminck’s  Stint, 
Phalaropes 


All  Skuas 

All  Gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous  Gull,  Iceland 
Gull,  Little  Gull  and  Kittiwake 
Terns  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  Auks 

Long-eared  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl 
Wryneck 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular  haunts 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  Warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other  than 
petrosus  (Rock  Pipit) 

White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  mutants  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  typical flavissima  (Yellow 
Wagtail) 

Waxwing 

Shrikes  other  than  Red-backed  Shrike 
Twite,  Crossbill,  Girl  Bunting,  Lap- 
land  Bunting,  Snow  Bunting 
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Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not 
only  of  readers  today  but  also  of  those  why  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the 
future,  all  of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely 
on  correct  identification  supported  by  evidence. 

The  Records  Committee  wish  to  thank  all  who  already  send  in  records 
and  invite  those  who  have  not  contributed  to  do  so,  thereby  helping  to  make 
the  L.B.R.  a  comprehensive  account  of  the  ornithology  of  London. 


Recorders 


Inner  London 


North  of  the  Thames  . 

Bucks,  and  Middx. 

Essex 

Herts. 

Surrey 


Kent 


R.  C.  Green,  26  Haddon  Court,  Trinity 
Way,  East  Acton,  W.3. 

c/o  R.  F.  Sanderson,  106  IDugdale  Hill 
Lane,  Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

C.  W.  Westwood 
B.  S.  Meadows 
R.  F.  Sanderson 

B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 
Kingston  Vale,  S.W.  15. 

c/o  P.  J.  Grant,  120  Edward  Street, 
New  Cross,  S.E.14. 


NOTE:  Records  from  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring 
in  the  county  bordering  the  river  to  the  South,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or 
Kent. 


Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List 


R.  Allison 

K.  Allsop 
G.  A.  Ashby 
K.  C.  Austin 
P.  Ball  (pbi) 

R.  D.  Bangay 

J.  R-  Barnes 

G.  H.  M.  Barratt 
A.  J.  Barrett 

K.  Barrett  (KBt) 
M.  J.  Barrett 
A.  W.  Bartlett 

L.  A.  Batten 


A.  Bays 
J.  Bennett 
R.  G.  Bentall 
Dr.  G.  Beven 

J.  R.  Bexley  (jRBy) 
T.  G.  Beynon 

M.  Biggs 
R.  M.  Blindell 
P.  F.  Bonham 
T.  A.  Bowley 
D.  A.  Boyd 
W.  Brewer 

B.  B.  Bright 


C.  A.  Bristow  (cabw) 
C.  Britton 
J.  H.  Brock 
Miss  E.  P.  Brown 
Miss  P.  Brown 
M.  P.  Brown 

L.  C.  Buckenham 

C.  A.  Bull 

D.  F.  Bull 

R.  Burgess  (rbs) 

R.  W.  Burrows  (rwbs) 
J.  A.  Burton 

M.  McK.  Butcher 
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R.  W.  Byrne 

J.  G.  Cameron  (jGCn) 

B.  F.  Cape 

J.  Cassidy  (jcy) 

E.  M.  Chacksfield 
R.  P.  Chainey 

A.  G.  Channer 

E.  A.  Chapman 
G.  M.  Chapman 
D.  Chesterton 

A.  K.  Child 

J.  G.  Chipperfield 
D.  A.  Christie 

C.  R.  A.  Clegg 

G.  K.  Cliffe 

K.  Close 
M.  Coath 
R.  K.  Coles 

Dr.  R.  E.  C.  Collins 
J.  R.  Collman 
P.  R.  Colston 
Rev.  E.  T.  Cook 
R.  M.  Cook 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

R.  E.  Coward 

M.  J.  Cowlard  (Mjcd) 

S.  Cramp 

S.  E.  Crooks 
S.  F.  Cursley 

I.  Dalgleish 

J.  Dalgleish 
W.  J.  Darter 

L.  J.  Davenport 

B.  R.  Davies 

D.  Dean 

R.  D.  Devine 
D.  G.  Doig 
V.  W.  Dolden 
D.  Doody  (DDy) 

P.  Dickenson  (pDn) 
Mrs.  P.  Duffield 

F.  Duke 

H.  C.  Dunk 

C.  K.  Dunkley 
R.  E.  Durman 
P.  A.  M.  Dyer 
J.  C.  Eaton 

A.  Edmunds 


M.  Edmunds 
R.  C.  Edwards 
R.  D.  M.  Edgar 

G.  Elcombe 

A.  J.  Endean 

H.  W.  Evans 
R.  Faulkner 

R.  Fermer  (RFr) 

B.  W.  Finch 
M.  Fitch 

J.  Fitzpatrick 
H.  E.  Fleetham 
P.  C.  Follett 
Miss  K.  G.  Foot 
R.  H.  B.  Forster 
E.  M.  Forsyth  (EMFh) 

E.  W.  Forty 
J.  G.  Francis 
H.J.  Freeman 

M.  S.  Freeman 
A.  French 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Fuller 

J.  Gale  (jGe) 

N.  E.  Gammon 
P.  D.  Gann 

D.  J.  Garbutt 
H.  T.  Gatley 
G.  V.  Geiger 
P.  G.  Geiger 

E.  H.  Gillham 

T.  W.  Gladwin 
R.  Glover 

A.  P.  Goddard 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 
A.  E.  Goodall 
J.  Gooders 

C.  Goodfellow  (cgw) 

D.  Goodwin 
M.  Gordon 

Mrs.  M.  Gordon  (MGn) 

G.  C.  Gore 
P.  J.  Grant 

A.  Grasemann 
C.  Green 
R.  G.  Green 

H.  F.  Greenfield 
P.  R.  Greenwood 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Griffith 


R.  Griffiths  (rgs) 

G.  H.  Gush 
R.  M.  Hamilton 

V.  F.  Hancock 
Miss  G.  R.  Harding 
A.  J.  Harmar  (AjHr) 

D.  G.  Harris 

J.  M.  Harrison 
J.  G.  Harrison 
J.  E.  Harvey 

M.  M.  Heather 

G.  I.  W.  Hemmings 
J.  Hemmings 

L.  G.  Hemmings 
J.  Henderson  (jHn) 

D.  J.  Herring 
Hersham  Ringing 

Group  (hrg) 
R.  G.  Hersham 

N.  D.  Hewitt 
Hillingdon  Nat.  Hist. 

Socy.  (hnhs) 

E.  M.  Hillman 

G.  Hinchon  (GHn) 

D.  R.  Hodge 

A.  J.  Holcombe 
P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

R.  C.  Homes 

S.  D.  Housden 
R.  E.  Howlett 
C.  Hughes 

R.  A.  Husband 
A.  J.  Hyne  (AjHe) 

M.  P.  Ingram 

W.  R.  Ingram 

H.  Isen-Porter 

J.  Jack 

R.  J. Johns 

I.  G.  Johnson 

F.  H.  Jones 

K.  R.  Jones 
Miss  P.  Jones 

G.  Jones-Walters 
R.  T.  Joslin 

A.  S.  Keith 
R.  H.  Kettle 
W.  H.  C.  Kingham 
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T.  Kittle 

K.  H.  Palmer 

Surrey  Bird  Club  (SBC) 

Mrs.  Kusel 

A.  C.  Parker 

V.  Tansley 

W.  N.  Landells 

M.  Parker 

Dr.  M.  P.  Taylor 

A.  J.  Langstaff 

D.  Parr 

D.  A.  Thompson 

Mrs.  Y.  M.  Laver 

Mrs.  E.  Parrinder  (ept)  C.  F.  Thorn 

R.  G.  Lees 

B.  M.  Pascoe-Williams 

M.  E.  Tibbett  (per  rmb) 

R.  F.  Leighton 

R.  W.  Payne 

A.  D.  Tomlins 

Miss  A.  Lightfoot 

R.  E.  F.  Peal 

D.  Tomlinson 

R.  L.  Longland 

C.  Pearson 

Mrs.  M.  Trayner  (MTr) 

P.  B.  Lowe 

E.  R.  Pedler 

M.  Tugendhat 

P.  H.  Mabey 

F.  J.  Pedler 

D.  M.  Turner-Ettlinger 

D.  Macdonald 

D.  Pezet  (DPt) 

Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

H.  W.  Macknorth-Praed  E.  Phillip-Jones 

E.  D.  Urquhart 

J.  D.  Magee 

V.  Pile 

J.  Vaughan 

I.  G.  Manklow 

M.  Pledger  (MPr) 

R.  Vaughan 

B.  A.  Marsh 

S.  R.  Pomeroy 

E.  Wnis 

A.  R.  Marshall 

A.  J.  Probert 

C.  M.  Veysey 

N.  Marshall 

W.  M.  Prosser 

J.  O.  N.  Vickers 

F.  F.  B.  Martin 

D.  M.  Putman 

P.  J.  Vines 

Mrs.  J.  Martin 

E.  W.  Reuthe 

P.  W.  D.  Waite 

M.  G.  Mason 

A.  Reynolds 

R.  J.  Wakefield 

Mrs.  A.  Y.  McPeake 

F.  Riley 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 

P.  T.  Me  Sweeney 

Romford  Ringing 

R.  B.  Warren 

B.  S.  Meadows  (bsms) 

Station  (rrs) 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Washer 

M.  Meadows 

M.  N.  Rossor 

B.  R.  Watts 

M.  Medill  (mmi) 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 

M.  J.  Wells 

H.  P.  Medhurst 

Group  (rmrg) 

C.  W.  Westwood 

H.  Miles 

B.  L.  Sage 

Miss  M.  Whatley  (wwy) 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 

R.  F.  Sanderson 

J.  J.  Wheatley 

P.  W.  Moles 

G.  E.  Savage 

R.  Wheeler 

D.  J.  Montier 

K.  Sawyer  (KSr) 

B.  D.  White 

J.  E.  G.  Morris 

P.  J.  Sellar 

C.  A.  White 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 

H.  A.  Senior 

R.'V.  White 

M.  Munro  (mmo) 

Miss  E.  M.  Sheen 

Mrs.  S.  F.  T.  White 

J.  A.  Murray  (per  pjg) 

A.  P.  Simes 

M.  Whittaker 

A.F.  Mussellwhite 

T.  R.  Smeeton 

J.  P.  Widgery 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Mussellwhite  D.  A.  Smith 

R.  P.  Widgery 

D.  Newell 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Smith 

A.  Wilkins 

R.  J.  Newton 

J.  T.  Smith 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

K.  Noble 

Mrs.  P.  Smith 

J.  Williamson 

D.  M.  Norman 

R.  E.  Smith 

J.  Willis  (jws) 

D.  E.  Oddie 

Miss  K.  Springett 

H.  T.  M.  Wilson 

C.  Ogston 

R.  St.  John 

V.  Wodehouse 

P.  J.  Oliver 

Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 

A.  M.  Wood 

Sir  C.  O’Neill  (con) 

C.  E.  Storey 

D.  Wood 

K.  C.  Osborne 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Stroud 

J.  H.  Wood 

D.  Ovenden  (per  igj) 

R.  A.  Stroud 

Miss  D.  E.  Woods 

A.  R.  J.  Paine 

P.  J.  Strangeman  (pjsn) 

Dr.  R.  B.  Wright  (RBWt) 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1968 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF 

ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

rJ'lHIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s“  Check-List  of 

the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore 
classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List 
where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are 
those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in 
January,  1953  (B.B.,  46:1). 

All  records  are  for  1968  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose 
name(s)  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  12. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated 
by  their  initials,  viz. : — E  =  Essex;  H  =  Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B  =  Bucks. ; 
K  =  Kent;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are  partly  in 
Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are  published  under  Essex, 
following  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Glegg  in  his  histories  of  the  birds 
of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935).  The  following  abbreviations  are 
also  used: — B.B.  =  British  Birds  magazine;  E.B.R.  =  Essex  Bird  Report; 
L.B.R.  =  London  Bird  Report;  G.P.  =  gravel  pit;  Res.  =  reservoir,  S.F.= 
sewage  farm;  S.P.  =  sandpit;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.,  are  used  for  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the  general  direction 
of  flight ;  mo  =  many  observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full 
appreciation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species 
is  intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  and  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of  the  L.B.R.  is 
recommended. 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  present  at  the  end  of  1967  stayed  until  at 
least  Feb.  11th  (bls). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  4th  (cww). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  died  later;  two  on  Oct.  6th 
and  one  on  Dec.  7th  (jf). 
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5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

In  January  during  the  monthly  counts  there  was  a  total  of  508,  but 
gaps  in  counting  prevent  a  comparison  with  February.  In  the 
autumn  the  maximum  was  645  which  excludes  Queen  Mary  Res. 
where  in  some  years  there  is  a  large  concentration  at  this  time.  A 
figure  of  233  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Oct.  13th  is  noteworthy  as  it 
was  the  largest  number  reported  for  any  locality. 

Breeding  season  records  of  pairs,  except  where  otherwise  stated,  are 
given  below : — 

E  Chigwell  waterworks  (up  to  five  birds  Apr.-July).  Nazeing  Marsh 
and  Nazeing  Meads  G.Ps.  (4),  Walthamstow  Res.  (16). 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.  (3),  Hamper  Mill  (4),  Rye  Meads  (3). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (10+  birds  on  Aug.  15th  incl.  six  juvs.),  Moor- 
hall  G.P.  (1),  Staines  Moor  (six  adults  incl.  two  pairs  with  three 
young  each  also  one  solitary  juv.),  Trent  Park  (one  adult  and  one 
juv.  on  Aug.  18th). 

K  Darenth  and  Sutton  G.Ps.  (6),  Ruxley  (2). 

5  Bury  Hill  Lake  (1),  Gatton  Park  (1),  Godstone  (1),  Norwood  Lake 
(1),  Richmond  Park  (2),  Silvermere,  Cobham  (1),  Thorpe  G.Ps. 
(eight  adults  and  two  juvs.  on  July  7th). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  first  seen  on  Dec. ,  30th,  1967,  stayed  until 
Apr.  20th  (jf)  and  there  was  again  one  from  July  15th  to  Nov.  3rd 
(jce,  JF,  fjv ) . 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  on  Oct.  12th,  Nov.  3rd  and  17th  and  Dec.  15th 
(rfl)  . 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (lab).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  19th 
(nm,  cww)  . 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  July  7th  (co). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  one  from  Nov.  9th  to  mid-Dec.  on  King  George  V 
Res.  and  on  Walthamstow  Res.  from  Dec.  14th  to  18th,  presumably 
the  same  bird  (jce,  jf,  whck,  ar).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Dec. 
1st  (brw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  17th  (GHn) . 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  and  King  George  V  resrs.,  one  from  July  24th  to  Sept.  18th 
(jce,  jf)  and  one  on  the  latter  site  on  Dec.  28th  (jce). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  10th  and  17th  (mc).  Staines  Res., 
two  on  Jan.  14th,  one  on  Mar.  10th  and  three  on  the  11th,  then 
none  until  July  14th  when' there  were  three;  no  increase  until  nine 
on  Aug.  12th,  which  was  the  highest  number  except  for  11  on  Sept. 
7th.  After  the  12th  not  more  than  four  on  any  day,  once  in  November 
and  once  in  December  (mo). 
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K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Riverhead  ballast-pit  from  Nov.  10th  to  30th 
(drh,  jgh,  jmh)  . 

S  Barns  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (jrc).  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on 
Feb.  8th  and  11th,  three  on  Mar.  10th  and  one  on  Mar.  17th  and 
Apr.  21st;  one  on  July  7th,  three  on  Sept.  15th  and  Dec.  8th  and 
15th  (dp).  R.  Thames,  one  between  Putney  and  Hammersmith  on 
Jan.  21st  (dac). 

9  Little  Grebe 

Breeding  localities  not  given  in  the  1966  and  1967  reports  are  listed 
below,  all  referring  to  single  pairs  except  where  stated: — 

E  Grays  chalk-pit,  South  Ockendon,  Waltham  Abbey  by  R.  Lea. 

M  Harrow  Weald  Park. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.  (two  pairs). 

S  Cobham,  Fetcham  mill-pond,  Gatton  Park,  Holmethorpe  G.P., 
Woodlands  Park,  and  R.  Mole  between  Fetcham  and  Stoke  d’Abernon 
(three  pairs). 

26  Fulmar 

K  Erith  Marshes,  an  adult  found  on  the  ground  on  Feb.  25th  was  still 
alive  but  died  during  the  night  (jw). 

28  Cormorant 

Once  again  records  were  broken  for  the  largest  flock  in  the  Area, 
and  the  first  gathering  of  over  a  hundred  was  noted.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  98  on  Mar.  3rd  (mc).  Walton  Res.,  104  on  Jan. 
28th  (pjo).  There  was  at  least  one  record  in  every  month  of  the 
year. 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  was  eventually  found  dead  on 
Mar.  27th  (df,  bsms).  It  was  presumably  the  bird  which  had  been 
there  since  the  wreck  of  November,  1965. 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (GHn) . 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flying  N.  on  Oct.  5th  (jgf). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Feb.  17th  (gcg). 

30  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  84  nests  (jf),  another  striking  increase  compared 
with  39  in  1966  and  63  in  1967. 

H  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  throughout  breeding  season  and  a  juvenile  on 
July  6th  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (ask).  Rye  Meads,  up  to  about 
40  in  the  late  autumn  (rmrg). 

M  Kempton  Park,  24  occupied  nests  (mw). 

The  largest  gathering  reported  was  35  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  July 
6th  (mc).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  began  building 
but  both  deserted  their  nests,  one  not  until  Apr.  20th  so  eggs  may  have 
been  laid  (rcg)  . 

S  Gatton  Park,  three  occupied  nests  (rhbf). 
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38  Bittern 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  until  Feb.  16th  was  presumably  the  same  bird 
as  was  seen  in  late  1967  (mo).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  10th  and 
on  five  dates  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (rmrg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  chased  by  crows  until  it  disappeared  south¬ 
wards  on  Dec.  27th  (kco). 

WILDFOWL 

The  note  in  LBR  for  1967  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
following  reports.  As  usual  summaries  based  on  the  monthly  wild¬ 
fowl  counts  are  given  in  heavy  type  and  refer  to  the  winter  of  1 968-69 
rather  than  the  calendar  year  except  where  otherwise  stated. 

Mandarin 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  boating  lake  on  Nov.  20th  (crac).  Shepperton, 
two  drakes  on  Apr.  5th  (ghg). 

K  Shoreham,  a  drake  on  R.  Darent  on  May  9th  (gmc). 

S  Fetcha.m,  a  duck  and  six  young  on  June  21st.  Great  Bookham,  up 
to  six  pairs  in  Feb. /Mar.  and  seven  drakes  in  May;  a  duck  and  nine 
young  in  June.  Queen  Elisabeth  II  Res.,  two  pairs  on  Dec.  15th. 
Stoke  d’Abemon,  seven  pairs  on  Feb.  18th.  Also  seen  at  Cobham, 
Oxshott  and  on  the  Thames  at  Fulham,  where  there  was  a  pair  on 
Mar.  18th. 

45  Mallard 

The  slow  decline  over  a  series  of  years,  which  was  followed 
by  a  steeper  drop  in  1966-67,  was  halted  at  least  temporarily 
in  1968-69,  when  the  average  of  the  four  counts  from  Nov. 
to  Feb.  was  3,670,  an  increase  of  11%  over  1966-67,  but  still 
a  long  way  below  previous  winters  when  you  have  to  go  back 
to  1952-53  to  find  another  lower  average.  The  highest  total 
was  4,423  in  December. 

E  Few  counts  are  received  for  the  Thames  east  of  London  in  our  Area, 
so  the  following  are  of  interest: — Rainham  Marsh,  107  on  Sept.  1 1th, 
Ripple  Level,  Barking,  120  on  Aug.  21st. 

H  Maple  Cross,  450+  on  Aug.  15th. 

M  Harefield  Moor,  c.  1,000  on  Jan.  13th  is  a  higher  figure  for  a  single 
locality  than  any  recorded  in  the  official  monthly  counts.  The  total 
for  these  on  Jan.  14th  was  incomplete  but  would  probably  have  been  a 
little  under  4,000.  Breeding  noted  at  Hampstead  Heath,  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  Staines  Moor,  Staines  Res.  (two  broods  on  July  26th) 
and  King  George  VI  Res.  (six  broods  on  July  25th).  Inner  London: 
breeding  records  received  from  Holland  Park,  Kensington  Gardens 
and  Hyde  Park  (30  broods  on  July  10th)  and  Regent’s  Park  (up  to 
44  broods  seen). 

K  Breeding  reported  from  Danson  and  Kelsey  parks  and  Eynsford. 
At  least  65  pairs  bred  between  Sevenoaks  and  Otford. 

S  Breeding  reported  from  10  localities  including  50  pairs  in  Ewell 
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area,  six  broods  at  Island  Barn  Res.  and  up  to  15  broods  at  Barn 
Elms. 

46  Teal 

The  winter  of  1968-69  was  an  unusual  one  for  Teal  in  the 
London  Area.  Normally  they  arrive  in  waves  during  the 
autumn  and  early  winter  and  fairly  quickly  pass  on  west¬ 
wards,  so  that  numbers  tend  to  rise  and  fall  several  times. 
This  winter,  however,  the  four  mid-winter  counts  were  all 
high  and  ranged  only  from  1,108  to  1,227.  The  counts  in 
Nov.  and  Feb.  were  the  highest  ones  for  these  months  since 
the  regular  counts  started  in  1948-49,  and  in  all  this  period 
only  two  counts,  in  Dec.  and  Jan.  respectively,  have  exceeded 
1,227,  the  highest  having  been  1,465  in  Dec.,  1965. 

All  June  and  July  records,  except  for  Rainham  Marsh,  and  a  selection 
of  others  of  interest  are  included. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  autumn  max.  84  on  Sept.  2nd. 

H  A  juvenile  drake  ringed  at  Abberton  Res.  on  Oct.  2nd,  1966,  was 
recovered  at  Broxbourne  on  Jan.  26th,  1968 — 37  miles  W. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  flocks  totalling  about  70  flew  low 
over  the  lake  on  Dec.  14th  following  the  first  heavy  winter  frost  and 
moved  off  S.W.  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  June  11th. 

K  Belvedere,  100  on  Dec.  28th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  500  on  Feb.  11th;  one  on  June  23rd.  Island  Barn 
Res.,  c.  550  on  Jan.  14th  and  430  on  Dec.  15th.  First  autumn  record 
July  18th. 

47  Garganey 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  drake  on  May  3rd  (rwbs)  and  one  on  Aug.  22nd 
(kn).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (jf). 

H  Maple  Cross,  up  to  four  July  26th  to  Aug.  23rd  (jrb)  .  Old  Parkbury, 
one  on  Aug.  18th  (ask).  Radlett,  a  pair  at  Frogmore  on  Apr.  20th 
(tk).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (rmrg). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  2-3  on  three  dates  in  spring  (arjp).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  20th  (gcg).  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  a  pair 
on  May  9th  (cww).  Inner  London:  Round  Pond,  Kensington 
Gardens,  two  on  July  19th  and  one  on  Sept.  10th  (jpw). 

B  Old  Slade,  Colnbrook,  a  drake  on  Apr.  4th  and  6th  (hnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  on  June  1 7  th  (jgh,  jmh)  . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  drake  on  Aug.  6th  and  7th  (ndh).  Godstone,  a 
drake  on  Aug.  1st  (ndh).  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  a  pair  on  July  13th  (ghg). 

49  Gadwall 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  in  June  and  July. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  on  Nov.  17th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  up  to  four 
at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  a  pair  on  May  25th.  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
two  on  Dec.  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  to  two  in  Jan.,  one  on  July  31st,  six  on  Aug.  25th 
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and  up  to  nine  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Canon’s  Park,  Edgware,  one 
on  Sept.  13th  and  14th.  Kempton  Res.,  up  to  three  on  various 
dates.  Lower  Highgate  Pond,  a  duck  on  Dec.  13th.  Single  birds 
also  seen  at  King  George  VI,  Queen  Mary  and  Stoke  Newington 
resrs. 

K  Orpington  Pond,  a  pair  on  Mar.  6th,  probably  from  released  stock 
at  Sevenoaks,  where  there  was  a  maximum  of  22  in  September. 
Ruxley,  two  in  July  and  on  Sept.  19th  and  four  on  Oct.  26th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  49  on  Feb.  11th  was  the  largest  flock  yet  recorded 
in  the  Area;  five  drakes  and  four  ducks  on  May  6th  and  maximum 
at  end  of  year  27  on  Dec.  28th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  five  on  Dec.  15th. 
Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr.  27th  and  one  or  two  on  two  other 
dates. 

50  Wigeon 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  numbers  compared  with 

1967- 68,  the  average  of  the  counts  rising  from  108  to  156,  due 
to  a  total  of  289  in  Jan.  The  average  is  quite  typical  of  the 
last  six  winters  during  which  it  has  varied  from  108  to  187, 
a  range  that  seems  to  be  fairly  representative  of  the  post-war 
years  having  been  substantially  exceeded  only  in  five. 

The  only  gathering  of  over  100  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  at 
Staines  Res.  where  the  flock  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  reached  a  peak  of 
about  250.  There  were  no  records  in  May  or  June  this  year.  At 
Sevenoaks  26  on  Dec.  21st  was  a  high  figure  for  the  locality. 

51  Pintail 

E/K  Thames  marshes,  up  to  three  in  August  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  nine 
in  Nov.-Dee.,  when  six  were  seen  at  Belvedere  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  Girling  Res.,  six  on  Dec.  15th.  No  other  records  of  more 
than  three  birds. 

53  Shoveler 

In  1967-68  the  highest  counts  for  Oct.  and  Nov.  were  seen,  but 
unfortunately  the  remaining  counts  were  incomplete.  In 

1968- 69  it  was  the  Dec.  and  Feb.  counts  which  wTere  the  highest 
yet,  as  was  the  average  for  the  four  counts  from  Nov.  It  is 
particularly  interesting  that  some  of  the  largest  gatherings 
recently  have  been  seen  at  Girling  and  Queen  Elisabeth  II 
resrs.,  neither  of  which  had  been  completed  in  the  earliest 
years  of  the  counts.  Both  are  relatively  free  from  disturb¬ 
ance. 

Flocks  and  breeding  season  records  only: — 

E  Lea  Valley:  43  on  Dec.  15th.  One  pair  attempted  to  breed  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  but  were  disturbed.  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair 
on  two  dates  in  June,  and  45  on  Sept.  27th. 

H  Maple  Cross,  a  pair  on  Apr.  10th  and  13th  and  three  on  Aug.  11th. 
Rye  Meads,  a  pair  on  Apr.  27th  and  four  on  July  27th.  Otherwise 
no  records  of  over  three  birds. 
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M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  resrs.,  a  pair  on  June  11th  and  13th. 
The  usual  autumn  flock  reached  100+  on  Sept.  24th  and  165  on 
Oct.  9th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  five  on  June  12th  and  40  on  Sept.  7th. 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  in  July.  Island  Barn  Res.,  30  on  Sept.  15th. 
Queen  Elisabeth  II  Res.,  98  on  Mar.  3rd;  four  on  July  7th.  Thorpe 
G.Ps.,  a  drake  on  June  2nd  and  eight  on  Sept.  21st. 

55  Scaup 

A  note  appeared  in  the  LBR  for  1967  explaining  the  need  for  caution 
with  records  of  this  species  in  view  of  the  number  of  known  hybrids 
seen  recently.  As  there  are  no  records  of  more  than  one  bird  at  a 
time,  except  for  a  report  second-hand  of  three  and  a  record  of  four 
in  March,  they  are  not  of  sufficient  significance  to  list  on  this 
occasion. 

56  Tufted  Duck 

Comparison  with  1967-68  is  difficult  as  figures  for  Dec.-Jan. 
were  incomplete  in  that  winter  though  numbers  were  ob¬ 
viously  exceptionally  high  in  Jan.,  1968  (cf.  LBR,  32:20-21), 
but  so  far  as  can  be  judged  there  has  been  little  appreciable 
change  in  the  last  three  seasons  apart  from  in  the  one  month 
mentioned.  An  average  of  2,911  for  1968-69  compares  with 
2,981  in  1966-67. 

Records  of  certain  or  possible  breeding  are  given  and  all  counts  of 
over  600 : — 

E  Girling  Res.,  726  on  Sept.  15th.  Nazeing  G.Ps.,  ten  pairs  bred  but 
only  reared  18  young.  Valentine’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  14  ducks  seen  with  young. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  12  ducks  and  several  nests  on  June  9th.  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  at  least  21  pairs  bred,  rearing  91  young.  Maple  Cross,  two 
broods  of  two  each  in  Aug.  Old  Parkbury,  one  pair  with  young. 
Radlett,  one  pair  at  Frogmore.  Rickmansworth  G.P.,  one  pair  with 
young.  Rye  Meads,  35  broods  totalling  183  young. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  ducks  with  broods.  Bushy  Park,  two  pairs  on 
May  2nd.  Edmonton,  two  ducks  with  broods.  Finsbury  Park,  one 
brood.  Harrow  Weald,  one  pair.  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  brood ; 
822  on  Jan.  14th  and  708  on  the  same  date  at  Staines  Res.,  where  the 
autumn  flock  reached  a  maximum  of  814  on  Dec.  22nd.  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  661  on  Dec.  15th.  Staines  Moor,  one  pair  on  June  24th. 
Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Regent’s 
Park,  only  three  broods  seen  this  year. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  pair  bred. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  three  drakes  and  two  ducks  in  May  and  seven  juveniles 
in  July.  Belvedere,  350  on  Dec.  29th  after  only  40  on  the  25th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  maximum  of  five  broods.  Gatton  Park,  Richmond 
Park  and  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  at  each.  Barn  Elms  Res., 
2,000  on  Jan.  14th  and  1,200  on  Dec.  31st  after  960  on  the  15th. 
Queen  Elisabeth  II  Res.,  614  on  Aug.  18th  and  Walton  Res.,  400 
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on  Aug.  1 1th,  show  that  these  localities  are  still  popular  for  moulting 
flocks. 

57  Pochard 

Rather  less  than  usual  for  the  last  six  winters  on  the  count 
dates,  but  there  was  a  big  influx  on  the  Thames  between 
counts  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  indication  of  peak 
numbers  can  be  given  by  an  analysis  of  acceptable  totals  over 
a  thousand  since  1947-48.  Twenty-four  have  been  between 
1,000  and  2,000,  five  between  2,000  and  3,000  and  one  over 
3,000.  Of  these  six  have  been  in  November,  ten  in  December, 
eleven  in  January  and  three  in  February.  There  have  been 
26  counts  under  1,000  in  the  same  period. 

E  Nazeing  G.Ps.,  one  pair  bred.  Walthamstow  Res.,  nine  pairs  bred, 
a  big  increase.  South  Ockendon  G.P.,  a  pair  summered.  Chigwell 
Res.,  115  on  Jan.  28th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  a  pair  on  June  9th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  pairs 
may  have  bred. 

M  Finsbury  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  146  on  Jan. 
21st.  Staines  Res.,  500+  in  January,  c.  800  on  Nov.  17th  and  c. 
1,000  on  Dec.  1st.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens  and  Hyde 
Park,  at  least  four  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  six  broods.  Staines 
Res.,  418  on  Jan.  14th. 

B  Colnbrook,  one  pair  bred  at  Larbourne  G.P. 

K  R.  Thames:  Erith,  70  on  Feb.  27th  and  100  on  Mar.  3rd.  Ruxley 
G.P.,  a  duck  on  June  8th.  Belvedere,  1,500  on  Dec.  25th  and  1,300 
on  the  28th. 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  630  on  Jan.  14th, 
84  on  July  9th  and  620  on  Dec.  15th.  Godstone,  a  pair  on  May 
25th.  Usual  small  flocks  in  moult  period  at  Barn  Elms,  Island  Barn 
and  Walton  resrs. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

H  Cheshunt,  one  from  Mar.  17th  until  July  19th  and  on  Dec.  15th 
must  almost  certainly  have  been  an  escape. 

60  Goldeneye 

Once  again  the  highest  count  was  a  record,  115  being  present 
in  January,  1969,  of  which  89  were  at  Girling,  Queen  Mary 
and  Walton  resrs. 

E  King  George  Y  Res.,  max.  26  on  Mar.  17th.  Girling  Res.,  max.  24 
on  Dec.  27th.  Single  birds  at  Aveley,  Chigwell  Res.,  Nazeing  G.P. 
and  Rainham  Marsh,  and  two  at  South  Ockendon. 

H  Seen  at  Rye  Meads  and  at  various  pits  in  the  Colne  and  Lea  Valleys 
with  a  maximum  of  five  at  Stockers  Lake  on  Dec.  28th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  maxima  27  on  Jan.  28th  and  Feb.  18th,  and  36 
on  Nov.  10th.  Staines  Res.,  17  on  Feb.  18th.  Highgate  Ponds,  a 
drake  on  Feb.  9th,  the  first  there  since  1934. 
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S  Walton  Res.,  max.  22  on  Feb.  4th  and  20  on  Dec.  28th.  Island 
Barn  Res.,  15  on  Feb.  11th. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  from  Mar.  3rd  to  17th, 
the  two  drakes  staying  until  May  4th  (jce,  jf,  pjv). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  May  25th  (dp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  drake  from  Jan.  6th  to  Feb.  18th,  and 
another,  probably  a  duck,  from  Mar.  17th  to  May  10th  (GHn,  Pjsn 
et  al.).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  14th;  an  immature  drake  on 
on  Feb.  18th  and  Mar.  10th  and  31st  seems  likely  to  have  been  the 
bird  last  seen  at  Barn  Elms  on  the  first  date. 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  13th  and  15th  (rch,  arjp). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  seven  drakes  and  two  ducks  on  July  15th,  one 
drake  staying  until  the  28th  (jf)  . 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  four  on  July  27th  (cww).  Staines  Res.,  nine 
on  May  28th,  eight  on  June  18th,  two  on  Oct.  9th  and  a  duck  from 
Dec.  8th  to  24th  (GHn,  cww). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  July  11th  (ffbm),  seven  drakes  and  one 
duck  on  July  15th  and  two  drakes  on  the  16th  (wjd,  GHn) .  It  seems 
that  this  party  must  have  been  the  same  as  the  one  seen  at  King 
George  V  Res. 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  duck  on  Jan.  28th  (jf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  and  14th  (arjp,  cww). 
Staines  Res.,  two  ducks  on  Feb.  17th  (GHn).  Stoke  Newington  Res., 
a  duck  on  Nov.  17th  (gcg).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  duck 
flew  towards  the  lake  from  N.E.  and  off  again  to  N.W.  on  Feb.  17th 
(rcg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (gcg)  and  Feb.  25th  (mc). 

70  Goosander 

The  steady  decline  of  this  species  in  the  Area  continues,  and 
the  highest  count  was  51,  lower  than  the  average  for  any 
previous  winter  in  the  series. 

E  Lea  Valley,  max.  at  any  one  locality,  36  on  Jan.  14th  and  eight  in 
the  latter  half  of  Dec.  Chigwell,  one  on  Dec.  18th  and  two  on  the 
27th  and  30th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  max.  50  on  Jan.  19th  and  c.  25  on  Dec.  26th.  Potters 
Bar,  six  “sawbills”  flying  south  on  Dec.  28th  were  “almost  certainly” 
of  this  species. 
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K  Riverhead,  seven  on  Dec.  31st  at  a  time  when  there  had  been  a  big 
influx  of  diving  ducks  along  the  Thames. 

S  Walton  Res.,  maxima  64  on  Jan.  14th  and  18  on  Dec.  14th. 

71  Smew 

The  same  story  of  decreasing  numbers  as  for  the  Goosander. 
A  maximum  of  29  in  the  winter  counts  for  1968-69  was  the 
lowest  yet  recorded. 

E  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  max.  at  any  time  seven  on  Jan.  14th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  on  Jan.  28th.  Stockers  Lake,  one  on  Dec. 
8th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  max.  c.  16  on  Jan.  19th  but  no  more  than  two  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Canon’s  Park,  Edgware,  a  drake  on  Feb.  15th.  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Kempton  and  Stain  Hill  resrs.,  max.  eight  on  Feb.  24th.  Staines 
Res.,  maxima  29  on  Feb.  18th  and  c.  20  on  Dec.  26th.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  maxima  29  on  Jan.  14th  and  26  on  Dec.  15th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  five  on  Dec.  15th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  seven  on  Jan.  28th  but  not  more  than  two  at 
end  of  year. 

73  Shelduck 

Inland,  presence  of  one  or  two  tame  birds  makes  records  of  single 
birds  of  doubtful  value,  but  those  thought  to  have  this  origin  are 
excluded  from  the  following  summary.  Apart  from  four  reports  in 
January  of  one  bird  in  Kent,  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  four  were  seen 
at  Sevenoaks  on  the  9th.  February  had  three  records  of  ones  and 
a  two.  In  March  five  at  Staines  on  the  22nd  probably  accounted 
for  two  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  two  days  later.  The  only  other  report 
until  the  second  half  of  July  was  of  one  at  the  last-mentioned  site  on 
May  11th.  The  July  record  was  of  seven  at  King  George  V  Res. 
on  the  21st.  On  Aug.  28th  nine  were  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  the 
next  record  being  of  one  flying  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  14th 
when  the  “resident”  bird  was  on  the  lake.  In  October  four  flew 
north  over  Battersea  on  the  9th,  five  juveniles  stayed  at  Barn  Elms 
from  the  17th  to  the  20th  and  there  were  two  at  Old  Parkbury  on 
the  29th.  Apart  from  five  records  of  single  birds  the  only  further 
reports  were  of  three  seen  at  both  Staines  and  Perry  Oaks  on  Nov. 
16th  and  two  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Dec.  13th. 

Along  the  Thames,  east  of  London,  there  was  a  maximum  of  c.  250 
at  Swanscombe  on  Feb.  19th.  One  pair  was  seen  at  Rainham  in 
June  and  July  without  any  proof  of  breeding,  and  autumn  numbers 
there  reached  68  on  Sept.  27th.  At  Swanscombe  again  there  was 
an  increase  to  350  on  Dec.  29th  .  (Note:  there  were  1,000  at  Belve¬ 
dere  and  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  4th,  1969). 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

Reports  of  one  in  Aug.,  Oct.  and  Dec.  must  be  assumed  to  refer  to 
an  escaped  bird. 
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Goose  sp. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  great  purpose  in  listing  in  detail  all 
sightings  of  geese  where  the  evidence  is  insufficient  for  specific 
identification,  particularly  in  view  of  the  number  of  Canada  Geese 
now  in  the  Area  and  the  free-flying  Grey  Lag-Geese  in  the  Sevenoaks 
district,  but  where  the  observations  are  relevant,  it  may  be  useful 
to  summarize  them  for  comparison  with  the  positive  identifications. 
In  January  13  geese  flew  N.W.  over  Wandsworth  Common  on  the 
9th  and  40  in  the  same  direction  on  the  14th,  on  which  date  also 
38  flew  W.  over  Hayes  Common  and  35  White-fronted  Geese  were 
identified  at  Staines.  The  Wandsworth  birds  were  believed  to  be 
of  this  species.  At  the  time  of  the  return  migration  about  60  flew 
E.  over  West  Bedfont  on  Mar.  5th  and  four  days  later  a  flock  was 
heard  at  night  over  Hainault  going  N.W.  which  were  thought  to 
be  Pink-footed  Geese  from  the  calls.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two 
flew  high  S.W.  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Dec.  27th;  on  the  29th  80  + 
flew  N.  over  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  and  on  the  31st  30  flew  N.W. 
over  Regent’s  Park,  the  last  two  parties  being  probably  white- 
fronts. 

75  Grey  Lag-Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  of  the  Eastern  race  at  the  W.A.G.B.I.  Wildfowl 
Trust  reserve  on  Oct.  4th.  The  resident  feral  flock  there  is  all  of 
the  Western  race.  Three  pairs  from  this  flock  successfully  reared 
1 1  young  and  the  flock  reached  a  maximum  of  33  (jgh,  jmh).  Other 
records  in  the  Area  of  up  to  three  birds  almost  certainly  originate 
from  this  flock. 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  south  on  Jan.  9th  (ehw).  Staines  Res.,  35 
flying  west  on  Jan.  14th  (cww). 

S  Ewell,  c.  180  flew  over  N.E.  on  Mar.  4th  (Mjcd).  In  the  context  of 
these  dates  the  records  under  Goose  sp.  assume  more  significance. 

78  Pink-footed  Goose 

S  Brockwell  Park,  four  flew  S.W.  on  Mar.  28th  (bwf). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Chevening,  five  for  about  half  an  hour  on  Nov.  18th  apparently  lost. 
One  became  separated  and  was  presumably  the  bird  seen  later  at 
Sevenoaks  on  various  dates  for  the  rest  of  the  year  (jgh,  jmh).  In 
view  of  the  number  of  geese  now  in  collections  any  records  of  small 
numbers  of  this  and  other  species  of  geese  inland  must  incur  the 
suspicion  of  relating  to  escaped  birds. 

82  Canada  Goose 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  reared  five  young. 

H  West  Hyde,  several  pairs  on  May  26th.  Maximum  count  in  Herts. 
16  flying  over  Watford  on  June  17th. 
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M  Edmonton,  one  pair  bred  at  Pymmes  Park.  Harefield  Moor,  one 
pair  with  six  young  in  June.  More  pairs  seen  in  the  county  but 
no  proof  of  breeding.  Max.  c.  50  at  Harefield  on  Jan.  27th.  Inner 
London:  counts  in  flightless  period  reached  a  peak  of  174.  One 
released  in  Hyde  Park  on  Aug.  2nd,  1955,  was  controlled  in  St. 
James’s  Park  on  Sept.  9th,  1968. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  c.  20  on  Mar.  30th  and  two  pairs  reared  broods  of 
seven  and  eight  respectively. 

K  Darenth  G.Ps.,  25  adults  and  19  young  on  June  2nd.  Sevenoaks, 
resident  flock  reached  270  in  Sept.  Up  to  three  at  various  other 
localities. 

S  Gatton  Park,  a  pair  with  young  on  May  10th.  Holmethorpe  S.P., 
four  adults  and  two  juveniles  on  June  2nd.  Richmond  Park,  one 
pair  tried  to  breed.  No  other  proof  of  nesting. 

84  Mute  Swan 

Numbers  on  the  Thames  between  Putney  and  Teddington  continue 
to  decline  and  the  largest  count  in  the  monthly  series  for  the  winter 
of  1968-69  was  only  87  of  which  34  were  on  this  stretch  of  the  Thames. 

E  R.  Lea,  flock  of  71  from  Oct.  14th  to  end  of  year  from  Bow  Lock  to 
confluence  with  R.  Thames.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  pair  bred  on 
R.  Lea. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  attempted  to  breed.  Canon’s  Park,  one  pair 
bred.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  reared  two  young. 

B  Colne  Brook,  Iver,  one  pair  bred  successfully. 

K  Single  pairs  nested  at  Belvedere,  Kelsey  Park,  Orpington  pond  and 
Ruxley  G.P. 

S  Single  pairs  nested  with  varying  degrees  of  success  at  Barn  Elms  Res., 
Barnes  Pond,  Cobham,  Esher  (West  End),  Fetcham,  Gatton  Park, 
and  New  Lines  Pond. 

Examination  of  over  40  ringing  recoveries 'in  1968  shows  evidence 
only  of  random  movements  within  a  limited  range.  The  only  two 
movements  exceeding  40  miles  were : — 

Ringed  Earlswood,  Redhill  20.6.65  Recovered  Colchester  10.2.68 

63  m.  N.E. 

„  Shoreham -by-Sea  6.7.66  .,  Ware  10.3.68 

67  m.  N. 


85/86  Whooper/Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Potters  Bar,  12  flying  N.W.  at  Bentley  Heath  on  Nov.  16th  and  three 
at  Staines  Moor  on  Oct.  26th  were  thought  by  the  observers  to  be 
Bewick’s  Swans. 

85  Whooper  Swan 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  three  adults  on  Dec.  12th  (refp). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  Abridge,  six  feeding  by  R.  Roding  on  Dec.  19th  (recc.  dht).  King 
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George  V  Res.,  one  dead  on  Jan.  14th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  two 
on  Mar.  10th  (reh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  29th  (jf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Mar.  5th  (id,  jd,  ndh). 

91  Buzzard 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  S.W.  on  Dec.  31st  (hwj). 

S  Worcester  Park,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (res).  Weybridge,  one  on  Oct. 
3rd  (ghg). 

92  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  well  seen  on  Sept.  15th  (pj). 

93  Sparrow  Hawk 

Once  again  only  one  pair  was  proved  to  have  bred  and  a  second  pair 
probably  did  so. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  6th,  Nov.  9th  and  Dec.  7th  (bsms,  fr). 
Chigwell,  one  on  June  13th  (dht).  Ripple  Level,  one  on  Aug.  25th 
(dew).  Thorndorl  Park,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (mpt). 

H  Rickmansworth,  a  male  on  Jan.  11th  (aym).  Ghorleywood,  two 
mobbed  by  swallows  on  Sept.  7th  (dc).  Cockfosters,  a  female  on 
Dec.  29th  (dn). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (pDn).  Mill  Hill,  a  female  on 
Jan.  19th  and  22nd  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  male 
soaring  on  Aug.  19th  (rcg). 

K  Between  Mar.  15th  and  May  23rd  several  sightings  of  a  single  bird  in 
the  vicinity  of  last  year’s  nest  but  no  breeding  evidence  was  obtained 
(pmw).  Squerryes  Park,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (ajp).  Greenwich  Park, 
a  female  on  Apr.  29th  (jam). 

S  Near  Mickleham,  one  pair  bred  rearing  one  young  (pbl)  .  Thorpe,  a 
male  on  May  12th  and  June  12th  (ghg).  Weybridge,  a  male  on 
June  3rd  and  a  female  on  June  15th  (ghg).  Walton,  a  female  on 
June  14th  (ghg).  Walton  Res.,  one  flying  west  on  Oct.  13th  (co). 
Ghessington,  one  on  Oct.  14th  (sg).  Ashtead  Common,  one  on 
Oct.  27th  (dp).  Princes  Coverts,  a  male  on  Oct.  30th  (dp).  Esher, 
one  on  Oct.  30th  (edu). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

K  Sevenoaks/Otford,  one  “ringtail”  on  Jan.  10th  (jmh). 

Harrier  sp. 

S  Headley  Heath,  a  “ringtail”  on  Apr.  11th  (phm). 

103  Osprey  * 

E  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham,  one  on  June  1st  (msf). 

H  Cheshunt,  one  on  May  4th  (rfl)  . 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  soaring  on  May  24th  (jmh,  jgh). 

104  Hobby 

Two  pairs  bred  successfully  rearing  two  and  at  least  one  young 
respectively.  In  addition  the  following  records  were  received. 
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E  Chigwell,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (jhb).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug. 
21st  and  22nd  (KBt,  reh,  kn). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Aug.  28th  ,Sept.  1st  and  2nd  (pDn). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  flying  west  on  May  12th,  one  on  June  21st,  a  male 
(once  with  a  female),  on  several  dates  during  July  and  a  male  on 
Aug.  1st  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Great  Bookham,  one  on  May  14th  (gb).  Chessington  Zoo,  one 
soaring  on  Aug.  1st  (dp).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  seen  to  catch  a  swift 
on  Aug.  11th  (kco).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  flying  west  on  Aug.  17th 
(dp). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (EMFh) . 

107  Merlin 

S  East  Molesey,  one  flying  west  on  Oct.  20th  (pjo). 

110  Kestrel 

Taking  into  consideration  that  1967  was  a  year  in  which  an  organized 
enquiry  was  held  into  this  species,  the  reduction  in  definite  and 
probable  breeding  pairs  from  111  in  that  year  to  106  in  the  current 
year  is  small  enough  to  conclude  that  the  breeding  numbers  were 
much  the  same.  Observers  in  Richmond  Park  conducting  a  census 
for  a  second  year  found  no  change  in  the  summer  status.  Birds 
ringed  as  nestlings  in  the  London  Area  were  recovered  at  Bassing- 
bourne,  Cambs.,  on  Feb.  2nd  and  at  Berwick  St.  Leonard,  Wilts,  on 
Aug.  9th. 

Any  evidence  of  breeding,  including  fledged  family  parties,  will  still 
be  welcomed  by  the  recorders.  All  definite  and  probable  breeding 
localities  are  given  below. 

E  Definite  breeding  from  Wanstead  Park,  Romford,  Waltham  Abbey 
and  Walthamstow  Res.  and  probable  breeding  from  Wanstead 
Flats,  Fairlop  G.P.,  Epping  Forest,  the  Stratford  area,  Barking  Power 
Station  and  Rainham  Marsh. 

H  Definite  breeding  from  Oxhey,  Old  Parkbury,  North  Mimms,  Hil- 
field  Park  Res.  and  Stanborough.  Probable  breeding  from  the 
Hoddesdon  area,  Nyn  Park  and  Brookmans  Park.  There  were 
summer  records  from  other  areas  but  none  suggested  breeding. 

M  Definite  breeding  from  Hampstead  Heath,  Kempton  Park,  St. 
John’s  Wood,  Brent  Res.,  Staines  Moor,  Hampstead  (Lyndhurst 
Rd.),  Potters  Bar,  Chiswick  House,  Willesden,  Neasden  Power 
Station,  Bushy  Park  and  Hampton  Court  Park.  Probable  breeding 
at  Pond  Wood,  Laleham  and  Mill  Hill. 

Inner  London:  Definite  breeding  at  West  Kensington. 

B  Apart  from  a  record  of  a  bird  in  flight  on  June  9th  at  Iver  no  summer 
records  were  received. 

K  Definite  breeding  from  Sydenham,  Dulwich  College,  Forest  Hill  and 
Ruxley  Manor.  Probable  breeding  from  Chislehurst  Golf  Course, 
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Charts  Edge,  Woolwich  Arsenal,  Knatts  Valley,  Bras  ted,  Blackheath 
Park,  Northfleet,  New  Eltham,  Sundridge  G.P.,  Petts  Wood  and 
Badgers  Mount. 

S  Definite  breeding  from  Ashtead  Common,  Stoke  D’Abernon,  Great 
Bookham,  Richmond  Park,  Hersham,  East  Molesey,  Beddington 
S.F.,  Shirley  Park  Golf  Course,  Worcester  Park  S.F.,  Brixton  Hill 
(one  pair  probably  two  bred  in  same  church),  Brockwell  Park, 
Tooting  Bee  Common  and  Norwood  Grove.  Pairs  probably  bred 
at  Barn  Elms  Park,  Sanders tead,  Ham,  Ewell,  Bookham  Common 
and  Thorpe. 

Inner  London  bred  at  the  County  Hall,  Lambeth  and  Avondale 
Square,  S.E.l. 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Chigwell,  one  pair  bred  (kn,  mpt).  Fairlop  and  Hainault  area,  five 
pairs  present  (agp).  Waltham  Abbey,  at  least  fifteen  disturbed 
from  roost  on  June  2nd  (bsms).  Nazeing,  several  on  June  7th  (bsms). 
Aimes  Green,  two  on  Apr.  27th  (bsms).  North  Weald,  one  on  May 
4th  (bmeu).  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  June  6th  (bsms). 

H  Northaw,  two  on  Mar.  26th  (jj).  Cuffiey,  two  on  Apr.  28th  (jj). 
Broxbourne  Pits,  one  pair  with  young  in  June  (hpm).  Rye  Meads, 
one  pair  with  young  on  July  13th  (rmrg). 

M  Laleham,  two  on  Mar.  31st  (ghg).  Wraysbury  New  Res.,  one  on 
May  19th  (wri).  Potters  Bar,  at  least  three  pairs  present  (rfs, 
jpw).  Mill  Hill,  one  on  July  29th  (ehw). 

K  Ruxley,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (fjh).  Pratts  Bottom,  one  pair,  feigning 
injury  on  May  5th  (pmw).  Littlebrook,  one  on  June  24th  (fjh). 

S  Cobham,  one  with  five  juveniles  on  July  20th  (rgl). 

116  Partridge 

From  the  relatively  few  records  received  it  would  appear  that  this 
species  is  more  common  in  the  western  part  of  the  area  (i.e.  Middlesex 
and  Surrey)  than  the  east.  At  Waltham  Abbey  bsms  notes  that  the 
species  is  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  Red-legged  Partridge.  No 
further  decreases  were  reported  but  in  Kent  hfg  found  “only  one 
pair”  between  Otford  and  Shoreham  and  ajh  at  Limpsfield  Chart 
could  only  report  hearing  the  species  once  in  1 968. 

117  Quail 

For  the  first  time  since  1964  no  Quail  were  heard  from  the  usual 
areas  in  the  Darenth  Valley  (see  LBRs  for  1964-1967).  At  Clement 
Street  a  local  farmer  had  heard  none  for  the  “first  time  for  many 
years”  (khp,  rvw). 

120  Water  Rail 

E  Noted  from  only  two  localities,  Fishers  Green  and  Aveley,  during 
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the  winter  period.  Two  at  Thorndon  Park  during  April  and  a 
single  in  late  July  suggest  a  possible  breeding  record  (kb,  pcf,  rfl). 
H  Recorded  at  each  end  of  the  year  at  nine  localities  with  a  maximum 
of  seven  on  Feb.  11th  at  Cassiobury  Park  (rdd).  A  pair  present  at 
Hamper  Mill  all  summer  (tgb)  and  a  single  bird  at  Cassiobury  Park 
on  July  20th  (neg)  constitute  the  only  possible  breeding  evidence. 

M  Reported  from  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Kempton  Park,  Kenwood  Lake  and 
Highgate  ponds  during  the  winter  months.  One  pair  probably 
bred  at  Bathurst  Reserve  (sec). 

B  Singles  reported  from  Tatling  S.F.  and  Colnbrook  Reed  bed  in  Jan. 
and  Mar.  respectively  (igj,  arjp). 

K  Up  to  four  at  Erith,  Ruxley  G.P.,  Sutton  G.P.,  Sevenoaks,  Kelsey 
Park  and  Petts  Wood  mostly  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

S  During  the  winter  period  usually  singletons  a.t  Richmond  Park, 
Gatton  Park,  Brooklands  and  Beddington  S.F.  but  up  to  three  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  One  at  Thorpe  G.P.  on  Apr.  20th  (ghg).  One,  con¬ 
sidered  by  ndh  to  be  a  juvenile,  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Aug.  14th. 

125  Corncrake 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  heard  calling  at  Almshouse  Plain  on  June  3rd 
but  not  subsequently  (fr). 

126  Moorhen 

A  first  winter  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Nov.  26th,  1967,  was 
recovered  on  Drejo  Island,  Funen,  Denmark,  on  July  21st,  1968. 

127  Coot 

A  bird  ringed  as  pullus  on  the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park,  on  June  11th, 
1959,  was  noted  in  nearby  Kensington  Gardens  on  Feb.  14th,  1968 
(jpw). 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  Aug.  6th  (KBt) .  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Aug.  18th  (jf). 

H  St.  Albans,  one  flying  over  on  Oct.  26th  (pamd). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  over  at  dawn  on  Nov.  1st  (ehw).  Inner  London: 
one  on  mooring  float  opposite  the  Houses  of  Parliament  on  Nov.  28th 

( JRC)  • 

K  Greenwich  Park,  one  flying  north  on  July  26th  (pjg).  Erith  Marshes, 
one  on  Aug.  4th  (akc). 

S  Hersham  Market  Garden,  three  with  gulls  on  Aug.  3rd  (dp)  were 
presumably  the  three  also  seen  flying  south  over  Hersham  S.F.  on 
the  same  day  (edu).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  4th  (ghu)  and 
five  on  Sept.  10th  (sbc). 

133  Lapwing 

The  cold  weather  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  January  initiated 
a  movement  of  birds  mainly  to  the  south  west  and  reaching  a  peak 
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on  Jan.  9th,  a  day  following  a  night  of  heavy  snow.  The  numbers, 
totalling  around  1,500  over  only  four  localities,  were  much  smaller 
than  the  similar  movement  of  January,  1967,  but  the  fact  that  the 
9th  was  a  Tuesday  must  be  taken  into  consideration.  On  Jan.  14th 
a  return  passage  was  noted  over  Clement  Street  in  Kent. 

Once  again  no  appreciable  spring  movement  was  noted. 

Seven  observers  recorded  the  start  of  the  mid-summer  movement, 
mostly  heading  north  west,  during  the  weekend  of  June  8th  and  9th. 
The  passage  continued  almost  daily  till  mid  August  with  the  peak 
in  the  last  week  of  July,  when  a  flock  of  c.  350  was  seen  flying  to  the 
north  west  over  Staines  but  this  split  up  before  landing  nearby. 
This  Was  the  largest  flock  reported;  birds  were  usually  seen  in  small 
parties  and  probably  many  went  unrecorded. 

A  cold  spell  during  the  last  week  of  the  year  triggered  off  a  brief 
movement  which  was  first  noted  on  Dec.  27th,  reached  a  peak  the 
following  day  and  finished  on  the  30th.  On  Dec.  28th  flocks  totalling 
over  11,500  and  heading  mainly  to  the  south  west,  were  reported 
from  some  sixteen  widely  scattered  localities. 

A  bird  ringed  as  pullus  at  Stanwellmoor  G.P.  on  May  18th,  1963 
was  recovered  near  Arkhangelsk,  U.S.S.R.  on  May  6th,  1967  and 
is  the  eighth  British  ringed  Lapwing  to  be  recovered  in  spring  in 
presumably  its  breeding  locality  in  Russia. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

As  only  two  records  were  received  for  the  area  south  of  the  Thames, 
the  following  summary  is  based  on  records  from  Essex,  Herts,  and 
Middlesex. 

Apart  from  up  to  four  birds  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  three  dates  in 
March  and  early  April,  spring  passage  birds  appeared  between 
Apr.  21st  and  June  11th  with  a  maximum  of  30  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
on  May  21st.  No  breeding  records  were  received  this  year.  The 
autumn  passage  was  reported  from  July  13th  to  Sept.  29th,  but  as 
the  maximum  was  150  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  last  day  it  seems 
probable  that  passage  at  least  extended  into  October  at  this  locality. 
Inland  the  largest  flock  was  38  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  10th. 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Of  a  possible  31-32  pairs  at  22  localities  at  least  26  pairs  bred  or 
attempted  to  do  so. 

E  Six  pairs  at  four  sites,  at  least  three  pairs  with  young. 

H  Nine  pairs  at  six  sites,  two  pairs  with  young  in  July. 

M  Six  to  seven  pairs  at  two  sites,  three  nests  found. 

B  One  pair. 

K  Six  pairs  at  five  sites,  at  least  three  pairs  with  young. 

S  Three  pairs  at  three  sites,  juveniles  seen  at  two  sites. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Aug.  17th  (rfl)  and  one  on  Nov.  6th  (kn). 
M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  in  winter  plumage  on  May  19th  (mc). 
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140  Golden  Plover 

E  Romford  S.  F.,  c.  80  on  Jan.  11th  (rrs).  Hutton,  25  flying  west  on 
Dec.  27th  (ras). 

H  Near  Stanborough,  c.  200  on  Jan.  7th,  c.  300  on  Nov.  12th  and  c.  600 
on  Dec.  19th  (twg,  rll).  Stockers  Lake,  28  flying  over  on  Jan. 
7th  (sec).  Hatfield,  24  flying  south  on  Feb.  2nd  (tk).  St.  Albans, 
175-200  at  Beech  Farm  on  Feb.  18th  (rmb).  Shenleybury,  up  to 
50  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (ehw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  c.  80  flying  east  on  Jan.  7th  (gcg)  and  c.  110  flying  east 
on  Feb.  10th  (cww).  Staines  Moor,  up  to  250  in  Jan.,  120  in  Feb., 
250  in  Mar.,  155  in  Nov.  and  200  in  Dec.  (mo).  Potters  Bar,  one 
over  observer’s  garden  on  Nov.  27th  (jpw).  Heathrow,  c.  300  with 
Lapwing  on  Dec.  30th  (GHn). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (jmh,  jgh).  Clement  Street,  nine 
flying  south  west  on  Dec.  28th  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  5th  and  Dec.  27th  (ndh,  kco). 

143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  Aug.  5th,  one  on  Aug.  9th  and  Sept.  9th 
and  eleven  on  Aug.  24th  (rwbs,  reh,  kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  25th  and  two  on  May  6th  (cww).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  two  on  May  1st  (arjp).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
July  25th  (arjp). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (gcg).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on 
May  20th  and  21st  (wjd,  GHn).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  4th 
(ndh,  ffbm,  kco). 

145  Snipe 

Four  pairs  at  three  localities  are  known  to  have  bred,  at  least  one 
pair  successfully,  with  “drumming”  heard  from  a  further  three  areas. 
All  but  one  of  the  localities  were  south  of  the  Thames.  Numbers 
exceeded  100  at' three  localities,  at  which  the  maxima  were  110  at 
Aveley  Marshes  on  Dec.  11th  (kb),  c.  150  at  Rye  Meads  on  Dec.  1st 
(rmrg),  and  c.  1,000  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Dec.  8th  (ndh). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Reported  from  25  localities  during  the  periods  from  January  to 
Apr.  6th  and  from  Sept.  1st  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  maximum  at 
any  locality  not  exceeding  six. 

148  Woodcock 

Breeding  season  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  roding  on  May  15th  (aps).  Warley,  one  roding 
during  May  (jts). 

H  Broxbourne  Wood,  eight  on  May  5th  (rfl).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
one  on  July  3rd  (jj). 

M  Mill  Hill  one  on  July  15th  (ehw).  Inner  London,  one  flew  across 
Hyde  Park  on  June  19th  (dab). 
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K  Petts  Wood,  one  flushed  on  May  24th  (khp).  Charts  Edge,  one 
roding  on  June  17th  (khp,  rvw). 

S  Addington,  one  on  June  4th  (sdh).  Limpsfield  Chart  up  to  three 
seen  in  June  (kajg,  ajh).  Ashtead  Common,  three  roding  on  Apr. 
3rd  and  two  seen  on  May  15th  (rbg,  dp).  Richmond  Park,  one 
pair  bred  successfully,  young  seen  by  gamekeeper,  Mr.  Wonham 
(bam).  Fetcham  Downs,  one  roding  on  Apr.  29th  (agc).  Bookham 
Common,  three  roding  in  spring  and  a  “bird  of  the  year  seen  fluttering 
at  edge  of  wood”  on  June  16th  (gb,  pjo,  pjsn).  Walton  Heath,  two 
during  July  (Mjcd).  Esher  Common,  one  roding  during  June  (crac, 
Pjo). 

150  Curlew 

Up  to  eight  at  15  widely  scattered  localities  during  the  months  of 
January,  March,  June  to  September  and  December.  These  observ¬ 
ations  totalled  57  birds.  In  addition  to  this  23  flew  west  over 
Belvedere  in  Kent  on  June  30th  (teb)  and  13  flew  south  west  over 
Thorpe  in  Surrey  on  Aug.  10th  (ghg). 

151  Whimbrel 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  28th  (jhb)  and  one  on  July  20th 
(reh).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  July  7th  and  15th  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (gcg).  Staines  Res.,  one  flying 
east  on  May  11th  (mc)  and  one  flying  north  on  May  17th  (cww). 
Inner  London:  York  Street,  W.  1,  more  than  one  heard  flying  north 
at  0230  hrs  on  Apr.  26th  (ljd).  Hyde  Park,  two  seen  and  heard 
calling  on  Apr.  25th  (dab). 

K  Chislehurst,  one  flying  west  on  Aug.  5th  (khp).  Sidcup,  one  heard 
calling  on  Aug.  18th  (aw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  19th  (ndh).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on 
Aug.  13th  (jhw)  . 

154  Black-tailed  God  wit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  5th  (kn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  25th  (wjd). 

155  Bar-tailed  God  wit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  29th  (reh). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

The  bulk  of  the  records  received  came  from  only  seven  sites  (all  but 
one  north  of  the  Thames) ,  although  a  scattering  of  records  was  noted 
from  a  further  19  localities.  Numbers  at  any  locality  did  not  exceed 
three  during  the  winter  months.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in 
records  in  April  and  a  noticeable  passage  from  mid-July  to  early 
September,  the  maximum  at  any  one  locality  being  12  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  Aug.  22nd  (kn). 
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157  Wood  Sandpiper 

No  spring  records  were  received.  All  autumn  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  31st,  eight  on  Aug.  5th,  ten  on  Aug. 
16th,  four  on  Aug.  22nd,  and  one  on  Aug.  24th  and  Sept.  11th 
(rfl,  kn,  ras)  . 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  July  3rd,  Sept.  1st  and  8th  (ask,  ehw).  Maple 
Cross,  one  July  13th  and  30th  (sec,  igj).  Hamper  Mill,  one  on 
Aug.  1st  (tgb). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (cww).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  on  Aug.  10th  and  two  on  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  28th  (mc,  gcg, 
cww) . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  21st,  one  to  three  between  Aug.  5th 
and  13th  and  one  on  Aug.  28th  and  29th  (ndh,  kco). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

The  only  records  for  the  first  three  months  were  one  at  Island  Barn 
Res.  on  Feb.  18th  and  one  at  Hersham  S.F.  on  Mar.  2nd  (dp).  The 
first  spring  migrant  appeared  on  Apr.  16th  but  the  passage  which 
continued  until  June  2nd  was  light,  numbers  at  any  locality  not 
exceeding  five. 

No  breeding  records  were  received  although  one  or  two  birds  were 
reported  as  present  “all  summer”  at  Hamper  Mill  in  Hertfordshire. 
Three  birds  on  two  dates  during  the  last  week  of  June  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.  were  perhaps  the  forerunners  of  the  autumn  passage  which 
started  at  most  localities  in  mid-July.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Island 
Barn  Res.  had  maximum  numbers  on  Aug.  4th,  but  in  most  areas 
the  peak  of  the  passage  was  in  mid- August.  The  highest  count  at 
any  one  locality  was  30-35  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug.  14th  and 
maximum  numbers  in  the  Lea  Valley,  Rainham  Marsh  and  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  were  just  below  this  figure.  Though  still  wide¬ 
spread  in  September  numbers  did  not  reach  double  figures  anywhere 
and  the  autumn  passage  dwindled  to  singletons,  the  last  of  which 
was  seen  on  Oct.  21st  with  stragglers  at  two  localities  in  the  first  half 
of  November.  Records  of  singletons  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Staines 
Res.,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  and  Colnbrook  on  five  dates  in  December 
may  all  refer  to  the  same  bird.  A  single  bird  at  Hersham  S.F.  on 
Dec.  7th  and  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  Dec.  15th  was  probably  a 
different  bird. 

A  bird  ringed  at  Elm  Park,  Romford  on  Aug.  14th,  1961,  was  re¬ 
covered  at  Lillo,  Antwerpen,  Belgium  on  May  2nd,  1968. 

161  Redshank 

Apart  from  one  or  two  birds  at  Rye  Meads  and  the  Staines  area, 
all  winter  records  came  from  the  favoured  Thames  marshes.  Maxi¬ 
mum  numbers  during  this  period  were  c.  100  at  Dartford  Marsh  on 
Nov.  12th  and  c.  50  at  Littlebrook  in  January  and  December. 
Records  of  breeding  and  of  birds  present  in  suitable  localities  in  the 
breeding  season  are  given. 
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E  Ripple  Level,  one  pair  reared  young  (acp).  Beckton  Level,  one 
pair  on  Apr.  28th  (jhb). 

H  Broxbourne  Pits,  up  to  four  from  April  to  June  but  no  breeding 
evidence  (hpm).  Rye  Meads,  a  pair  from  May  5th  to  30th  (rmrg). 
Rye  House  Marsh,  two  pairs  at  least  probably  bred  (bsms). 

M  Shepperton,  two  pairs  bred,  one  successfully  (dmt-e).  Up  to  four 
birds  on  eleven  dates  between  Apr.  6th  and  May  30th  in  the  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  Staines  Moor,  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Res.  area 
(mo),  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

K  Otford/Sevenoaks  area,  three  pairs  bred  successfully  (jmh,  JGh). 
Littlebrook,  three  pairs  May  9th  (fjh).  Erith  Marshes,  one  or  two 
pairs  during  May  and  June  (rvw). 

S  Great  Bookham,  c.  four  pairs  in  April  and  May,  two  juveniles  and 
two  eggs  found  on  May  9th  (agc). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  6th,  three  on  Sept.  1st  and  two  on 
Sept.  9th  (KBt,  kn,  ras).  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (jf). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (hrg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  immatures  on  Aug.  15th  (jmh,  jgh). 

165  Greenshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  29th  and  Aug.  24th,  four  on  Sept.  9th 
and  eight  on  Sept.  11th  (reh,  rfl,  ras).  Girling  Res.,  four  on 
Aug.  31st  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Apr.  21st  and  one  on  Aug.  10th  (rmrg,  bsms). 
Hamper  Mill,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (tgb).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Aug. 
18th  and  21st  and  Sept.  6th  (rmb,  ask). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (cmv).  Near  Pond  Wood,  Potters 
Bar,  one  on  May  14th  (jpw).  Brent  Res.,  one  calling  after  dark 
on  May  24th  (lab,  djg).  Potters  Bar,  one  heard  calling  over 
observer’s  garden  after  dark  on  July  30th  (jpw).  Kempton  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  31st  (hrg).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  10th,  14th, 
1 7th,  three  on  Sept.  16th  and  one  on  the  17th  (mo).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  seven  on  Sept.  3rd  and  two  on  the  4th  (arjp).  Staines  Moor, 
four  on  Aug.  3rd  and  one  on  Sept.  4th  (arjp,  cww).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  July  18th  (cww),  up  to  three  from  Aug.  20th  to  23rd  and  up 
to  five  from  Sept.  2nd  to  16th  (mo).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
one  seen  at  0600  hrs.  on  Aug.  10th  (rcg). 

K  Sidcup,  one  heard  at  night  on  Aug.  4th  (aw).  Sevenoaks,  one  on 
Aug.  14th,  28th  and  Sept.  10th  (jmh,  jgh).  Ruxley,  one  on  Aug. 
23rd  (rvw).  Kelsey  Park,  one  heard  calling  on  Aug.  27th  (brd). 
Danson  Park,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (rvw).  Charts  Edge,  one  flying 
west  on  Sept.  2nd  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  24th  (wjd)  and  Aug.  4th  (kco).  Her- 
sham  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  31st  (dp).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  four 
from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept.  29th  (mo). 
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169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  6th,  11th,  24th  and  Oct.  31st  (KBt, 
mf,  reh,  kn).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (jf). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  10th,  one  in  full  summer  plumage 
(mc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (AjHr,  wjd). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Aug.  30th  to  Sept.  5th  (rfl,  ras),  up  to 
six  from  Sept.  9th  to  Oct.  20th  (kn,  jts,  brw),  two  on  Nov.  5th  and 
27th  (kn),  one  on  Nov.  10th  and  15th  (reh,  kn),  five  on  Nov.  17th 
(brw)  and  finally  one  on  Dec.  11th  (KBt). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  and  4th  (cww),  one  on  Sept.  16th 
and  17th  (arjp,  hnhs)  and  two  on  Oct.  4th  (arjp). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Sept.  15th  (rwb,  ge,  ep-j,  deo,  arjp). 

178  Dunlin 

Severe  weather  in  early  January  brought  a  few  birds  to  inland 
localities.  There  were  four  standing  on  the  ice  at  Brent  Res.  on 
Jan.  11th  two  of  which  were  still  there  the  following  day  (jhw). 
One  was  seen  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on  Jan.  1 1th  and  two  from  the  12th 
to  14th  (wjd,  af,  pjsn,  adt).  One  was  also  reported  at  Sevenoaks  on 
Jan.  10th  (jgh,  jmh).  At  this  time  also  the  largest  flock  for  the  year 
was  seen  at  the  Thames  marshes,  800  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  12th 
(rvw).  During  another  period  of  hard  weather  there  were  650 
at  Aveley  Marshes  on  Feb.  26th  (kn).  During  the  spring  and 
autumn  migrations  the  only  area  from  which  birds  were  reported 
with  any  frequency  was  the  Staines  area,  the  maxima  respectively  being 
25  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  May  25th  (mc)  and  19  at  King  George  VI 
Res.  on  Aug.  16th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  largest  flock  reported 
was  600  at  Rainham  Marshes  on  Nov.  27th  (kn). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Chigwell  Res.,  one  on  May  13th  (mpt).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on 
Sept.  19th  and  24th  and  one  on  Sept.  27th  (kn,  ras). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  six  on  May  19th,  one  on  May  2 1st,  and  two  on 
May  25th  (mc,  caw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  26th 
(arjp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  6th  and  July  3rd  (wjd,  GHn) . 

184  Ruff 

All  localities  from  which  the  species  was  reported  are  mentioned 
below  though  some  sites  are  slightly  summarized. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  29th  (reh),  present  during  August 
to  October  period  with  60  on  Sept.  1st  (ras)  and  23  on  Sept.  9th 
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(kn),  one  on  Nov.  27th  (kn),  48  on  Dec.  11th  (kb)  and  13  on  Dec. 
21st  (reh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  29th  and  30th  (jf). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Moor  area,  up  to  14  from  January  to 
Mar.  23rd.  No  evidence  at  this  locality  of  any  spring  movement. 
The  first  autumn  record  was  one  on  Aug.  3rd;  a  week  later  on  the 
10th  there  were  38  at  Perry  Oaks.  Thereafter  numbers  did  not 
exceed  eight  until  a  wintering  flock  of  some  20  birds  had  built  up  in 
the  second  half  of  November.  Harmondsworth  Tip,  one  on  Aug. 
1 1  th  (arjp)  . 

K  Littlebrook,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (aw).  Swanscombe,  four  on  Sept. 

13th  (fjh).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Nov.  8th  (fjh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  25th,  Mar.  10th  and  July  21st  and  a 
“highly  nervous  flock”  of  c.  25  on  Sept.  8th  (ndh,  igj,  kco). 

185.  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (rfl). 

186  Black-winged  Stilt 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  on  July  6th  (dp  et  al.).  Accepted  by  the  B.B. 
Rarities  Committee. 

188  Red-necked  Phalarope 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (mg). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  (reh). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  15th  (mc). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

M  Inner  London,  a  pair  in  Regent’s  Park  Zoo,  took  up  residence  from 
mid-March.  They  stayed  for  a  month  during  which  time  courtship 
display  was  seen,  but  were  probably  discouraged  from  breeding  by 
building  work  being  carried  out  at  the  Zoo. 

200  Herring  Gull 

In  Regent’s  Park,  Inner  London,  four  pairs  were  present  in  the 
breeding  season,  one  pair  nesting  successfully  on  the  Regent  Restaur¬ 
ant  (sab,  rcg).  No  pairs  were  reported  from  St.  James’s  Park  during 
the  summer. 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  1st  winter  bird  on  Mar.  3rd  (prc).  Staines 
Res.,  one  near  adult  on  Mar.  10th  (apg,  gww). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  “3rd  year  bird”  on  Jan.  8th  (jmh,  jgh). 

203  Iceland  Gull 

.  K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (jmh,  jgh). 
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207  Little  Gull 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  immatures  on  Aug.  18th  (jf).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  one  immature  from  Aug.  19th  to  21st  (cg,  reh).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (ras). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Apr.  23rd,  May  27th,  Sept.  9th  and  three 
adults  on  Sept.  11th  (cww) ;  up  to  four  immatures  on  seven  dates 
from  Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  11th,  one  on  four  dates  in  October,  one  on 
Nov.  17th  and  20th  and  one  dead  on  Nov.  29th  (mc,  rmc,  gjh,  cww). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  immature  on  Aug.  10th  (mc). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  immature  on  Feb.  15th  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  1st  summer  birds  on  May  6th  (ajht),  two 
immatures  on  July  29th  (pjsn)  and  Aug.  23rd  (sdh)  and  one  on 
Aug.  1st,  2nd,  4th,  5th  and  20th  (GHn,  kco,  ges,  jhw). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

K  Ruxley,  one  found  dead  on  Mar.  9th  had  been  ringed  as  pullus  at 
Halland,  South  Sweden  on  July  8th,  1956. 

211  Kittiwake 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  immatures  on  Aug.  19th  (jf),  one  immature 
from  Aug.  21st  to  23rd  (reh)  and  one  adult  from  Sept.  21st  to  23rd 
(jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  adult  dead  on  Mar.  17th  (jce), 
one  adult  on  Mav  4th  (tf)  and  one  immature  on  Aug.  18th  and 
22nd  (jce,  jf). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  two  immatures,  one  dead,  on  Aug.  3rd  (hrg). 
Hampstead  Ponds,  one  immature  on  Aug.  17th  (refp).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  immature  on  Sept.  1st  (rgl).  Staines  Res.,  (all 
immatures),  one  on  July  31st  (cww),  one  from  Aug.  12th  being  found 
dead  on  Aug.  21st  (jrb,  mc,  cww)  and  one  on  Sept.  7th  (sdh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  adult  on  June  9th  (GHn,  PJSn),  and  an  immature 
on  Nov.  30th  (pjsn).  Walton  Res.,  one  immature  freshly  dead  on 
Aug.  11th  (co).  Brooklands,  an  adult  on  Aug.  16th  (co). 

212  Black  Tern 

As  has  been  usual  in  recent  years,  reports  on  this  species  are  domin¬ 
ated  by  the  observations  received  from  Staines  Reservoir.  The 
spring  passage  at  this  locality  lasted  from  Apr.  17th  to  May  25th, 
numbers  were  low  and  the  maximum  flock  w'as  of  only  nine  on  May 
22nd.  A  scattering  of  individuals  at  other  sites  in  the  Area  in  spring 
fitted  into  this  period  with  the  exception  of  four  birds  in  Essex  on 
June  1st  and  2nd.  Later  in  June  there  were  eight  birds  at  Staines 
Res.  on  the  1 1th,  two  the  next  day  with  three  at  nearby  Queen  Mary 
Res.  and  eight  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the  14th. 

Singletons  were  present  at  Staines  Res.  on  June  29th  and  July  11th, 
but  the  main  autumn  passage  occurred  between  July  27th  and  mid- 
September  with  a  few'  stragglers  until  Oct.  20th.  The  maximum 
for  Staines  Res.  wras  eleven  on  Aug.  22nd  and  for  the  Area  as  a 
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whole  c.  20  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Sept.  15th.  Three  birds  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Nov.  24th  (jonv)  were  the  latest  seen  in  the  London 
Area. 

213  White- winged  Black  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  13th  and  14th  (rjj,  cww). 
Accepted  by  the  B.B.  Rarities  Committee. 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

An  early  bird,  identified  as  Common  was  present  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Mar.  26th  (arjp).  The  main  spring  passage  lasted  from  Apr.  15th 
till  June  3rd  with  never  more  than  1 1  birds  at  any  one  locality. 
Later  in  June  there  were  three  birds  at  Staines  Res.  and  three  flying 
north  over  the  Thames  at  Westminster  on  June  11th  and  15  flying 
north  west  over  Potters  Bar  on  June  16th  (see  also  Black  Tern  for  a 
movement  at  this  period).  A  single  bird  was  present  at  Staines  on 
June  1 8th.  Allowing  for  the  presence  of  breeding  Common  Terns  in  the 
Area,  the  first  apparent  autumn  migrants  appeared  during  the  first 
week  of  July  and  passage  continued  until  Oct.  20th.  The  maximum 
flocks  during  this  period  did  not  exceed  20  except  for  c.  70-80  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Aug.  18th,  c.  40  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug. 
22nd  and  c.  90  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Sept.  15th.  There  were  two 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Nov.  24th  (jonv). 

217  Common  Tern 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  present  during  the  summer  (bsms). 

E/H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  21st  rose  to  eight  during  May  and  a 
maximum  of  17  on  June  15th.  Six  nests  with  eggs  were  found  but 
chick  mortality  was  high  and  only  five  juveniles  had  reached  the 
free  flying  stage  by  July  28th  (mjb,  hpm,  bsms). 

B  Larbourne  G.P.,  Colnbrook,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  rearing  three 
young  (hnhs). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  17th  (apg). 

222  Little  Tern 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (hrg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  seven  on  Aug.  22nd  (jmh,  jgh). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  28th  (jhb).  King  George  V  Res., 
two  on  July  7th  (jf)  and  two  on  Sept.  15th  (jce). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  moving  north  west  on  May  15th  (arjp),  one  on 
Aug.  21st  (sdh)  and  one  on  Sept.  7th  (gcg).  Kempton  Res.,  two  on 
Aug.  3rd  (hrg).  Brent  Res.,  seven  on  Sept.  7th  (jhw).  Potters 
Bar,  a  noisy  flock  heard  moving  roughly  south  west  over  observer’s 
garden  for  five  minutes  at  2300  hrs.  on  Sept.  12th  (jpw). 
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K  Danson  Park,  two  on  July  3rd  (teb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  90  on  Sept.  15th  (pjsn)  and  one  on  Sept.  19th 
(ajh). 

The  flock  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  with  c.  90  Common/Arctic  and  c.  20 
Black  Terns  was  exceptional  for  the  locality  and  was  no  doubt 
present  due  to  the  very  heavy  rain  of  the  day.  The  concentration 
was  apparently  isolated  as  nothing  unusual  was  noted  that  day  at 
any  other  locality. 

227  Guillemot 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  dead,  badly  oiled,  on  Dec.  1st 
(rcg). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  (Apr.  to  Aug.)  and  the  largest  flocks  only 
are  given. 

E  Aimes  Green,  four  on  Apr.  27th  (bsms).  Friese  Hall,  one  pair  bred 
(das).  Coopersale,  one  pair  bred  (mm).  Dagnam  Park,  two  pairs 
bred  (das).  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  (bsms).  Waltham  Abbey, 
three  on  July  8th  (bsms). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  Apr.  6th  and  Aug.  8th  (jrb,  jdm)  .  Shenley  and 
Shenleybury,  one  pair  at  each  site  (ask).  Broxbourne,  two  pairs 
present  during  summer  (bsms).  Hamper  Mill,  three  present  during 
summer  (tgb).  Moor  Mill,  a  pair  on  June  16th  (ehw).  Nyn  Park, 
one  pair  probably  bred  (jj).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  on  Aug. 
22nd  (jj).  Croxley  Moor,  two  on  July  15th  (jrb).  Radlett,  20 
on  Jan.  26th  (pamd). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (hrg).  Harefield  Moor,  one  on 
Apr.  6th  and  May  4th  (igj).  Hampstead  Heath,  present  from  Feb. 
28th  to  Aug.  4th,  and  two  young  seen  in  May  (dg  et  al.).  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  seen  from  March  to  May  and  in 
September,  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  Apr.  5th  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 
Regent's  Park,  pair  on  Apr.  14th,  one  during  May  and  one  on  Aug. 
11th  (rcg).  Buckingham  Palace,  one  on  July  5th  (sc). 

K  Greenwich  Park,  five  pairs  present  (pjg),  Petts  Wood,  two  pairs 
present  throughout  the  breeding  season  (khp).  Ruxley,  five  on 
Apr.  1st  (brd).  Magpie  Bottom  and  Swanscombe,  one  on  June 
21st  and  24th  respectively  (gmc,  fjh).  Brasted,  c.  95  on  Jan.  28th 
dropping  to  c.  40  on  Mar.  3rd  (rvw).  Chelsfield,  c.  50  on  Feb. 
25th  (gmc). 

S  Banstead  and  Merstham  area,  five  pairs  present  (rhbf).  Brockwell 
Park,  one  pair  nested  (bwf).  Burwood  Park,  pair  on  June  6th 
(ghg)  .  Ashtead  Common,  Downside,  Richmond  and  Ashtead  Parks, 
pairs  present  during  breeding  season  (crac,  dp).  Bramblehall 
Wood,  one  at  least  on  May  12th  (gmc).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  up  to 
c.  80  in  February  and  several  pairs  during  April  (dp).  Bookham 
Common,  at  least  one  on  Apr.  15th  (pjsn).  Muggeridge  Wood, 
c.  50  on  Nov.  3rd  (dp). 
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234  Wood  Pigeon 

Apart  from  60  +  arriving  in  Kensington  Gardens  from  the  N.  around 
lunchtime  on  Jan.  1st  no  other  movements  were  reported  until  late 
autumn  when  five  flocks  heading  in  direction  between  W.S.W.  and 
S.E.  were  seen.  The  two  largest  and  latest  of  these  Were  c.  500 
flying  S.W.  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Nov.  24th  and  c.  150  flying  in 
the  same  direction  over  Bloomsbury  the  following  day.  The  cold 
weather  during  the  last  week  of  the  year  compelled  some  birds  to 
move  mainly  to  the  S.W.  Totals  were  relatively  small  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  c.  50  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  the  28th,  c.  500  at  Regent’s  Park 
on  the  28th  and  29th  and  200  +  at  Worcester  Park  on  four  days  from 
the  27th. 

235  Turtle  Dove 

The  first  migrants  appeared  on  Apr.  18th  at  two  localities  and  in  a 
further  six  areas  during  the  following  three  days.  Although  recorded 
during  the  breeding  season  from  35  localities  the  conclusion  drawn 
from  observers,  comments  is  that  the  species  is  probably  much  more 
common  than  this  total  suggests. 

The  larger  flocks  included  45  near  Romford  on  May  14th  and  30th 
(acp),  25+  at  Maple  Cross  on  Apr.  28th  (hcd)  and  c.  100  at  Green- 
street  Green  on  June  2nd  (rvw). 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  20th  and  28th,  six  on 
May  25th  and  up  to  three  on  four  dates  between  Aug.  14th  and 
Sept.  19th  (rcg).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  15th,  23rd 
and  29th,  July  27th  and  Sept.  24th  (Parks  Report). 

Collared  Dove 

As  the  species  spreads  still  further  in  the  Area  and  interest  in  it  falls 
off,  the  lists  of  breeding  areas  received  become  obviously  incomplete. 
Therefore  the  following  is  certainly  a  considerable  underestimate  of 
the  breeding  distribution.  Records  of  new  breeding  localities  will 
still  be  welcomed  by  the  recorders. 

E  Shenfield,  many  young  seen  and  a  flock  of  30  birds  present  during 
autumn  and  winter  (aps).  Gidea  Park,  Wanstead  and  Brentwood, 
single  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  (bsms,  bmeu,  rbw)  . 

H  Watford,  at  least  six  pairs  present  (jrd,  aje,  jdm).  Broxbourne 
Church,  three  pairs  all  year  (bsms).  Chorley  Wood,  c.  45  on  Oct. 
30th  (dc).  Hoddesdon  area,  small  numbers  throughout  the  year 
(mjb,  mp). 

M  Reported  as  seen  regularly  at  Southall,  Norwood  Green,  and  Hayes 
(caw)  including  20-30  at  Hayes  Manor  House  on  Mar.  9th  (arjp). 
Hounslow,  a  pair  on  Mar.  27th  (jw).  Inner  London:  Buckingham 
Palace,  one,  the  first  for  the  locality,  on  May  11th  (sc).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  28th,  May  7th,  Sept.  16th  and  Dec.  26th  (ljd, 
rcg).  Hyde  Park,  two  on  Oct.  7th  (dab). 

K  A  pair  present  at  1967  breeding  site  at  Northfleet  on  Apr.  1st  (rfs). 
Green  Street  Green,  c.  30  on  Apr.  4th  and  c.  100  on  Oct.  7th  (pmw). 
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Blackfen,  a  pair  on  Apr.  12th  (rvw).  Bexley,  three  pairs  at  least 
during  the  summer  (khp).  Bessels  Green,  c.  30  in  December  (jmh, 
jgh).  Shoreham,  two  on  May  21st  (gmc). 

S  Recorded  all  the  year  or  during  the  breeding  season  from  Purley, 
Old  Coulsdon,  Epsom,  East  Molesey,  Banstead,  Esher,  Weybridge, 
Walton,  Hersham,  Surbiton,  Wallington,  Farleigh  and  Sanderstead. 
Chessington,  100  feeding  in  fields  around  the  zoo  during  Oct.  and 
Nov.  (sg). 

237  Cuckoo 

Relatively  few  records  received  and  the  following  notes  refer  mainly 
to  Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey.  Two  early  birds  were  reported, 
one  calling  at  High  Elms  in  Kent  on  Apr.  6th  (djm)  and  one  at 
Ashtead  Wood  in  Surrey  the  following  day  (rgb).  These  were  not 
followed  by  others  until  the  more  normal  arrival  date  of  Apr.  14th, 
when  during  the  next  seven  days  observers  were  obviously  hearing 
and  seeing  their  “first”  birds  of  the  year.  Records  from  Inner  London 
consisted  of  three  in  spring  and  one  in  Hyde  Park  on  June  19th 
(rfs,  dab)  and  one  at  Buckingham  Palace  on  June  21st  (sc).  Eight 
days  later  one  was  reported  in  Bishops  Park,  Fulham  and  it  is  tempt¬ 
ing  to  suggest  a  possible  connection  between  these  three  records. 
Another,  a  juvenile,  was  in  Hyde  Park  on  Aug.  12th  (dab).  Migrant 
birds  appeared  at  Beddington  S.F.  between  July  21st  and  Aug.  29th 
with  maximum  of  seven  on  July  28th  and  Aug.  4th.  On  the  latter 
date,  five  were  present  in  one  small  area  of  Richmond  Park. 

241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  pair  seen  at  usual  nesting  site  (KBt) .  Theydon  Bois,  one 
pair  bred  (mm)  .  Collier  Row,  Romford,  one  pair  reared  three  young 
(acp).  Romford  S.F.,  one  ringed  on  Apr.  12th  (rrs).  Hainault 
Lodge,  one  from  Mar.  to  May  (acp).  Chigwell,  one  on  Apr.  21st 
(mpt).  Harold  Wood,  one  on  July  5th  (rbw).  Waltham  Abbey, 
one  on  July  28th  (bsms).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  19th  and 
Nov.  27th  (rfl,  kn).  Warley,  one  on  Dec.  10th  (srp). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  heard  regularly  during  the  summer  (tgb).  Rick- 
mansworth,  one  in  Moor  Park  from  Jan.  7th  to  19th  (fjp,  erp). 
Cheshunt,  one  or  two  on  Mar.  27th  (rfl).  Rye  Meads,  one  during 
June  and  on  Dec.  29th  (rmrg). 

M  Kempton  Park,  two  birds  present  in  May  and  June  but  no  breeding 
evidence  (hrg).  Harlington,  one  near  M4  motorway  on  Mar.  17th 
(arjp).  Copse  Farm  Fields,  one  on  Mar.  24th  (ev). 

K  Erith  Marshes,  one  on  Mar.  3rd  and  May  19th  (jw).  Sevenoaks, 
one  occasionally  during  June  (jmh,  jgh). 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  reared  three  young  (jdm,  bam,  ces)  . 
Sanderstead/Tatsfield  area,  often  heard  from  Jan.  to  June  (lwc). 
Bookham  Common,  one  heard  on  June  6th  and  one  on  Oct.  26th 
(gb).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  4th  and  7th  (ndh). 
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246  Little  Owl 

At  least  35  pairs  were  reported  as  breeding  or  believed  to  have  bred 
at  some  18  localities  and  records  usually  of  single  birds  at  a  further 
22  other  sites  during  the  year.  Probably  neglected  by  observers  in 
Kent  as  a  pair  at  Danson  Park  from  April  to  June  and  one  near 
Downe  in  early  April  were  the  only  records  received. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

Again  widely  reported  with  two  areas,  Richmond  Park  and  Book- 
ham  Common,  probably  having  over  20  pairs  between  them  alone. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park  and  Primrose  Hill,  four  pairs  located 
in  the  breeding  season  and  three  young  seen  (rcg).  Kensington 
Gardens,  a  pair  bred  (dab,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  no  breeding 
evidence,  but  probably  two  territories  (epb).  Outside  the  breeding 
season  recorded  frequently  in  Marylebone,  Bloomsbury,  Lennox 
Gardens,  Stanley  Crescent  Gardens,  Walton  Street,  Beaufort  Gardens 
and  Harcourt  Terrace.  Analysis  of  pellets  collected  in  Regent’s 
Park  revealed  a  diet  of  birds  mainly  House  Sparrows,  which  was  also 
the  commonest  prey  in  Kensington  Gardens,  though  here  remains 
of  Wood  Mouse  and  Noctule  Bat  were  also  found. 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

K  Orpington,  one  calling  in  observer’s  garden  during  Jan.  and  Feb. 
and  twice  in  Oct.  (ehg). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  31st  (kn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  26th  (GHn).  Richmond  Park,  one  on 
Oct.  19th  (rh,  fgmcC,  ces).  Epsom,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (edu). 

252  Nightjar 

All  records  given. 

E  Ongar  Park  Wood,  one  pair  and  possibly  another  male  from  May 
to  July  (jts)  .  Thorndon  Park,  one  calling  during  July  (srp). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  five  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (twg). 

K  Crockham  Hill  Common,  one  churring  on  June  17th  (khp,  rvw). 
Ide  Hill,  one  during  June  (drh). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  two  during  June  (lwc,  kajg,  ajh)  and 
c.  4  on  July  20th  (RFr) .  Walton  Heath,  a  pair  during  July  (Mjcd, 
ckd).  Banstead  Heath,  heard  between  July  9th  and  13th  (ckd). 

255  Swift 

The  first  birds,  both  singletons,  appeared  at  Sutton  and  Beddington 
S.F.  on  Apr.  16th  and  two  days  later  one  was  seen  at  Twickenham 
and  c.  20  had  arrived  at  Staines  Res.  By  the  20th  observations  from 
four  more  localities  included  the  “first  of  the  year”  for  Inner 
London.  Fourteen  areas  were  mentioned  by  the  22nd  with  maximum 
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numbers  of  c.  100  at  Staines.  After  this  date  the  records  become 
dominated  by  observations  of  arjp  in  the  Staines  area.  He  noted  a 
major,  and  apparently  local,  southerly  movement  of  3,000+  in 
4J  hrs.  on  Apr.  26th  and  5,000+  in  3  hrs.  flying  south  on  May  1st 
when  mpt  in  Essex  noted  c.  1,000  at  Chigwell.  In  the  Staines  area 
during  May,  June  and  July  the  numbers  passing  a  given  point  often 
totalled  many  hundreds  but  during  this  time  it  becomes  difficult  to 
separate  local  feeding  birds  from  true  migrants. 

Gatherings  of  up  to  c.  250  were  reported  at  several  sites  throughout 
the  Area  during  the  first  half  of  August  but  after  Aug.  20th,  numbers 
were  usually  under  three,  although  25  were  present  all  day  at  Bed- 
dington  S.F.  on  Sept.  2nd  (ndh).  The  last  bird  was  seen  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Oct.  1st  (hwe).  One  trapped  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  May 
19th  was  carrying  24  louseflies  when  “deloused”  (kco). 

258  Kingfisher 

The  increased  total  of  13,  possibly  19,  pairs  breeding  includes  a 
higher  percentage  of  nests  outside  of  Surrey.  Records  are  sum¬ 
marized  under  county  headings. 

E  Pairs  bred  successfully  by  the  R.  Lea  at  Nazeing,  Waltham  Abbey 
and  by  the  R.  Roding  near  Epping  (bsms).  Walthamstow  Res., 
two  on  May  21st  and  one  or  two  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (jf,  bsms).  Cor¬ 
bett’s  Tey,  one  on  July  28th  (mpt).  South  Weald  Lake,  one  during 
the  summer  (jts).  Bow  Creek  and  West  Ham  Marshes,  up  to  three 
from  Oct.  2nd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (bsms).  One  or  two  at  a  further 
six  localities  from  July  to  Dec.,  usually  isolated  records. 

H  The  presence  of  a  pair  from  May  4th  to  July  28th  at  Broxbourne 
Pits  is  the  only  suggestion  of  a  breeding  pair  (djh,  rfl,  bsms)  .  Others 
seen  during  this  period  included  one  or  two  birds  at  Cheshunt  Pits 
on  May  12th,  Cuffley  on  June  30th  and  July  21st  and  Old  Parkbury 
on  July  14th.  In  Cassiobury  Park  and  the  Hoddesdon  area,  up  to 
three  birds  at  each  end  of  the  year  and  singletons  were  reported 
at  a  further  eight  localities.  Rye  Meads,  21  were  ringed  in  the 
course  of  1968,  compared  with  10  in  1967.  Of  these  19  were  in  the 
months  July-November. 

M  Laleham,  one  pair  at  a  nesting  hole  on  Apr.  21st  and  three  birds  on 
June  15th  (ghg).  Whitewebbs  Park,  one  or  twro  seen  frequently 
from  Apr.  to  July  (bsms).  Harefield  Moor,  one  on  Apr.  6th  and 
June  23rd  (igj).  One  near  the  R.  Frays  at  Uxbridge  in  February, 
was  the  only  winter  record  received  (caw).  Kempton  Park,  nine 
trapped  during  .the  autumn  were  mainly  first  year  birds  (hrg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  from  Mar.  11th  and  two  in  Oct.  (jmh,  JGh). 
Sutton  G.P.,  two  during  Apr.  and  May  (rvw).  Darenth  G.P., 
one  pair  probably  bred  successfully  (rvw).  Lullingstone,  one  on 
May  9th  and  14th  (gmc).  One  or  two  at  nine  other  localities  mainly 
during  the  winter  period. 

S  Weybridge  to  Egham,  six  pairs  present,  four  nests  destroyed  (ghg). 
R.  Mole  at  Hersham,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (wri).  Littleheath 
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near  Oxshott,  one  pair  seen  from  Mar.  to  May  were  probably  breeding 
(wri).  Cobham,  pair  present  at  nest  hole  on  July  20th  but  not 
subsequently  (rgl).  R.  Ember  at  East  Molesey,  pair  on  Mar.  28th 
(wri).  R.  Mole  at  Roy  Mills,  one  on  May  6th  and  June  5th  (wri). 
R.  Mole  at  Fetcham,  one  on  June  1st  (mtmw).  Singles  at  four  other 
localities  in  January,  March,  April,  July  and  October. 

260  Roller 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  immature  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  was  trapped 
and  ringed  on  the  latter  date  (prc,  dgh,  cft). 

261  Hoopoe 

K  Otford,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (hfg).  Shire  Lane  near  Keston,  one  on 
Apr.  21st  (gkc,  rwp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (mo).  Bookham  Common,  one 
on  Aug.  12th  (gb,  wdm).  Oxted,  one  on  May  5th  (kc). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

There  were  no  reports  of  any  decreases  during  the  current  year  and 
from  the  number  of  records  received  the  species  is  probably  still 
slowly  regaining  its  former  strength.  Comments  were  unfortunately 
few.  ehw  considers  the  species  still  scarce  in  some  of  its  former 
Middlesex  haunts,  as  does  lwc  at  Sanderstead  in  Surrey,  but  amg 
reported  a  welcome  return  of  birds  to  Hampstead  Heath  in  January 
after  an  absence  of  about  two  years,  pmw  in  the  High  Elms  area 
in  Kent  heard  the  bird  frequently  but  considers  its  numbers  are  not 
yet  up  to  the  pre-1963  figures.  At  Bookham  Common  gb  reports  a 
steady  population  of  five  pairs  over  the  last  three  years.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  was  reported  by  Mr.  Henderson, 
the  superintendent,  in  early  April  (jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on 
Oct.  2nd  and  4th  (rcg). 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Fewer  records  received  compared  with  Green  Woodpecker  but 
probably  still  commoner  on  the  whole  than  that  species.  Whilst 
far  more  abundant  than  “Green”  at  Hainault  in  Essex,  the  reverse 
is  the  case  in  Richmond  Park  and  at  Bookham  Common  where  in  a 
40-acre  sample  of  dense  oakwood  gb  found  two  pairs  of  “Great 
Spotted”  to  one  of  “Green”,  ehw  commenting  on  Middlesex 
generally  says  its  status  is  about  the  same  but  it  suffers  serious  inter¬ 
ference  from  Starlings. 

Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  a  pair  present  with  drumming  heard 
from  Feb.  until  the  end  of  Apr.  A  male  on  May  22nd  was  seen  to 
be  excavating  a  nest  hole  but  successful  breeding  was  not  proved. 
Seen  again  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  with  drumming  again 
in  December  (epb).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan.  10th  and 
several  dates  from  Aug.  20th  to  Dec.  10th  (dab,  jpw).  Regent’s 
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Park  and  Primrose  Hill,  single  birds  of  both  sexes  until  early  March 
and  then  from  Aug.  11th  (rcg). 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  nearly  70  localities  throughout  the  year  and  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  34  pairs  located  during  the  breeding  season,  ehw  describes 
the  species  as  “quietly  flourishing”  in  his  part  of  Middlesex.  Breeding 
or  suspected  breeding  localities  included  Epping  Forest,  Chigwell, 
South  Weald  Park,  Hamper  Mill,  Harrow  Weald,  Bushy  Park,  Mill 
Hill,  Scratch  Wood,  Stanmore,  Hampstead,  Sevenoaks,  Kelsey  Park, 
Petts  Wood,  Dulwich  Golf  Course,  Hayes  Common,  Bookham 
Common.  Banstead,  Chipstead,  Reigate  Heath,  Ewell  and  Richmond 
Park. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (sab). 

265  Wryneck 

One  was  seen  and  heard  calling  at  the  1967  breeding  site  on  Apr. 
13th  but  no  breeding  evidence  was  obtained  here  or  at  another  site 
where  a  bird  was  seen  on  Apr.  21st.  On  June  2nd  one  wras  watched 
for  two  hours  at  a  third  locality  and  sometimes  entering  a  hole  in 
a  dead  stump  but  no  second  bird  appeared.  At  a  fourth  locality 
on  June  16th  two  were  seen  one  of  which  was  carrying  food  but 
unfortunately  the  nest  could  not  be  found.  Details  of  the  autumn 
migrants  are  given  below’. 

E  Romford,  one  from  Sept.  4th  to  6th  (pwdw).  Brentwood,  one  in 
observer’s  garden  on  Sept.  15th  (crs).  Nazeing  Marsh  G.P.,  on,e 
on  Sept.  21st. 

H  Cuffley,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (jj). 

M  Hendon  Wood  Lane,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (rjwJ. 

K  Cudham,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (pmw).  Riverhead,  one  on  the  very 
late  date  of  Nov.  4th  (dd,  mml,  vp)  . 

S  Chessington,  one  on  Sept.  9th  was  w’atched  “anting”  (sg). 

271  Woodlark 

K  A  pair  was  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  one  area,  and  at  another 
locality  a  male  was  seen  in  song  flight  in  April  and  May  (eac,  khp, 

RVW) . 

272  Skylark 

Small  numbers  were  noted  moving  W.  during  cold  weather  in  the 
second  week  of  January.  In  the  autumn,  passage  was  widely 
reported  during  the  second  half  of  October,  especially  on  the  19th, 
and  20th,  but  numbers  exceeded  100  only  at  Regent’s  Park  with 
475  on  the  19th  and  800  on  the  20th. 

274  Swallow 

First  reports  wrere  of  single  birds  at  Colnbrook  and  Worcester  Park 
on  Mar.  29th,  but  they  wrere  not  widespread  until  mid- April.  The 
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main  passage  was  in  May  especially  on  the  7th  when  there  were 
c.  500  at  Staines  Res.  (arjp).  The  main  autumn  passage  was  in 
September.  There  were  three  records  for  early  November,  and  one 
was  seen  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Nov.  30th  (ljd). 

A  pair  bred  successfully  in  Regent’s  Park,  the  first  breeding  in  Inner 
London  since  1908  (rcg  et  al.). 

276  House  Martin 

The  first  recorded  was  one  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  7th.  No 
noteworthy  numbers  were  reported  on  the  spring  passage.  The 
main  autumn  passage  was  in  September  and  early  October,  the 
largest  numbers  reported  being  1,000  flying  N.E.  preceding  rain- 
clouds  at  Worcester  Park  on  Sept.  25th  (res),  2,000  moving  W.  in 
two  hours  at  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  1st  (arjp)  and  500+  over  the  River 
Ver  at  St.  Albans  on  Oct.  5th  (rmb,  met). 

In  Inner  London  there  were  seven  intact  nests  at  Harley  Road  and 
one  at  Lyttleton  Road,  Primrose  Hill,  but  not  all  were  necessarily 
in  use  (sc). 

277  Sand  Martin 

The  first  reported  was  one  at  Osterley  Park  on  Mar.  22nd.  The 
peak  of  the  spring  passage  Was  in  the  first  week  of  May,  the  largest 
number  reported  being  1,500  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  7th  (arjp). 
The  largest  number  reported  in  the  autumn  was  c.  5,000  moving 
S.-S.W.  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  20th  (arjp). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

E  Epping  Forest,  an  adult  male  on  May  27th  (fr). 

280  Carrion  Crow 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  (epb).  Regent’s  Park, 
at  least  ten  nesting  pairs,  and  Primrose  Hill,  two  pairs  (rcg).  Chelsea 
Royal  Hospital,  one  at  nest  in  plane  tree  on  May  22nd  (pjsn). 
Lennox  Gardens,  S.W.l,  one  pair  nested  (arm).  Kensington 
Gardens,  15  pairs  nested,  an  increase  of  four  on  the  previous  year 
(dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Havering,  two  on  Feb.  16th  and  from  Oct.  30th  to  the  end  of  the 
year  (mpt).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (ras). 

K  Kidbrooke,  one  on  Oct.  27th  (ptm). 

282  Rook 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park  one  on  Mar.  9th;  Primrose  Hill, 
one  on  Oct.  13th  (rcg).  Hyde  Park,  one  flying  over  on  Dec.  23rd 
(rfs)  . 
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283  Jackdaw 

All  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  Mar.  10th  and  28th, 
Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  20th.  (sab,  EMFh,  rcg).  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  pair  nested,  at  least  one  young  leaving  the  nest.  A  maximum 
of  six  on  June  11th;  one  to  four  in  most  other  months  (dab,  rfs, 
jpw). 

284  Magpie 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two  from  mid-Oct.  to  the  end 
of  the  year  (dab,  rfs,  jpw).  Hyde  Park,  a  tame  bird  in  March 
(dab,  rfs,  jpw)  .  Regent’s  Park  and  Primrose  Hill,  single  birds  on  a 
number  of  dates  in  Jan.,  Mar.,  May,  Sept,  and  Oct.,  three  on  Nov. 
10th  and  two  on  the  24th  (rcg  et  al.). 

285  Nutcracker 

The  irruption  of  Nutcrackers  which  affected  most  of  North  Europe 
first  reached  this  country  on  Aug.  5th. 

E  Brentwood,  two  for  about  a  month  from  Sept.  14th  (rdb,  mw). 
Thrushesbush,  nr.  Harlow,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  and  4th  (ae,  me).  Shen- 
field,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (hms). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (bls). 

M  Hendon  Park  cemetery,  one  on  Nov.  2nd;  Mill  Hill  School,  one  on 
Nov.  20  th  (ehw). 

S  Headley,  one  on  Sept.  10th,  22nd  and  26th  (edu,  hwm  et  al.).  South 
Croydon,  one  on  five  dates  from  Aug.  8th  to  Sept.  7th  (bmpw). 

286  Jay 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  probably  two  pairs  present,  and  a 
juvenile  seen  on  Aug.  12th;  Ladbroke  Grove,  frequently  seen  and 
sticks  being  carried  on  Apr.  23rd  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  four  territories  held  in  the  breeding  season  and  young  birds 
seen  at  two  of  them  (dab,  rfs,  jpw)  .  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs,  three 
of  which  bred  successfully  (rcg  et  al.). 

288  Great  Tit  *- 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  four  known  nests  and  at  least  five 
families  seen  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs  bred;  Primrose  Hill, 
two  pairs  bred  (rcg).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  27 
territories  held  in  the  breeding  season  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  five  known  nests  and  at  least  eight 
families  seen  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  about  24  pairs  in  breeding 
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season  and  at  least  18  broods  seen  (rcg).  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  27  territories  held  in  the  breeding  season  (dab, 
rfs,  jpw).  Walton  Street,  S.W.3,  a  pair  bred  in  a  nest  box  (ghg). 
Marlborough  Road,  S.W.l,  a  pair  bred  in  a  street  lamp  (padh). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  a  pair  present  in  the  breeding  season 
and  courtship  feeding  seen  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  seven  territories ;  bred  successfully  (dab,  rfs,  jpw)  .  Regent’s 
Park,  ten  territories  but  only  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred  success¬ 
fully  (rcg). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  7th  and  Dec.  24th 
(ljd,  EMFh  et  al.). 

293  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  present  at  Almshouse  Plain  and  Fairmead,  May  to 
July  (jf).  Hutton,  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  in  mid-June  (kgf). 
South  Weald  Park,  one  pair  bred  (srp). 

H  Ridge,  a  pair  at  nest  site  on  Apr.  7th  (mpi).  Maple  Cross,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  15th  (igj)  .  Quite  common  at  Gobian’s  Wood,  Brookmans 
Park,  and  at  Well  Wood,  Northaw  (jpw). 

M  Brent  Res.  at  least  two  pairs  (lab,  jhw).  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (wri).  Kempton  Park,  one  pair  bred  (hrg).  Ruislip 
Res.,  two  pairs  (sec).  Mill  Hill,  one  pair;  Mill  Hill  East,  one  pair; 
Scratch  Wood,  three  pairs,  at  least  two  of  which  bred  (ehw). 
Northolt,  two  family  parties  near  the  airport  on  June  15th  (igj). 

B  Denham,  two  pairs  bred  (igj).  Wraysbury,  a  pair  feeding  young  on 
June  8th  (jgf). 

K  Pratts  Bottom,  a  pair  on  May  5th  (pmw).  One  at  Petts  Wood  and 
two  at  French  Street  during  the  summer  (khp). 

S  Banstead  Wood,  Burgh  Heath  and  Headley  Warren,  one  pair  bred 
at  each  (rhbf).  Bookham  Common,  one  pair  (gb).  Kenley  Woods, 
a  pair  and  four  young  on  June  12th  (RFr).  Old  Maldon,  Oxshott 
and  Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred  at  each  (wri).  Riddles- 
down,  juveniles  seen  on  June  2nd  (ajh). 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  six  from  Nov.  1st  to  Dec.  4th 
(EMFh,  rcg). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Rainham,  five  on  Oct.  20th  (EMFh). 
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H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (rmrg). 

K  Swanscombe,  c.  20  on  Jan.  14th  and  c.  12  on  Jan.  27th  (mpb). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  recorded  January  to  May  and  from 
July  to  December,  and  may  have  bred  (epb). 

298  Tree  Creeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  from  Feb.  17th  to  Apr.  10th 
(epb).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory  held  in  the  breeding 
season;  a  juvenile  seen  on  Aug.  1st  and  12th;  at  least  one  bird  re¬ 
mained  until  Nov.  21st  (jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  a  wintering  bird 
stayed  until  Mar.  5th;  three  on  Sept.  11th  (EMFh,  rcg). 

299  Wren 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  five  singing  males,  and  at  least  three 
family  parties  seen  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  19  territories;  five  known 
broods  (rcg).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  ei^ht  territories 
held  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  pairs,  juveniles  seen  (epb). 
Ladbroke  Grove,  nested  in  a  plane  tree  (epb)  .  Kensington  Gardens, 
six  territories  and  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  1 1  pairs ;  nine  broods  seen  (rcg)  .  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
two  feeding  young  in  nest  on  May  10th  (sc). 

S  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  (pjsn).  Lambeth,  two  adults  and 
four  juveniles  in  Archbishop’s  Park  on  May  16th  (ghg). 

302  Fieldfare 

On  Jan.  9th  during  cold  weather  a  movement  developed,  the  largest 
numbers  reported  being  626  W.  in  three  hours  at  Ewell  (edu)  150  + 
S.W.  in  two  hours  at  Sutton  (mc)  and  350  S.  at  Ruxley  (rvw). 
Noteworthy  flocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  included  700  at 
Ashtead  Downs  on  Jan.  17th  (dp)  and  c.  500  near  St.  Albans  on 
Apr.  2nd  (pamd).  The  last  reported  were  single  birds  at  Worcester 
Park  and  Clapham  Common  on  May  13th.  An  early  autumn 
arrival  was  one  flying  W.  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  20th  (EMFh, 
rcg).  Small  numbers  were  reported  from  several  localities  on  Oct. 
6th.  Reported  regularly  thereafter,  but  numbers  usually  less  than 
100,  although  there  were  300-400  at  Old  Parkbury  on  Nov.  2nd 
(rmb),  1,200  at  Sewardstonebury  on  Nov.  20th  and  350  at  Harlow 
on  Dec.  2nd  (bsms).  On  Dec.  28th  with  the  onset  of  severe  weather 
a  movement  developed  including  c.  780  S.W.  in  3J  hrs.  at  Worcester 
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Park  (res),  3,000  S.W.  in  3  hrs.  at  Clement  Street  (rvw)  400+  at 
Regent’s  Park  (rcg)  and  smaller  numbers  at  nine  other  localities. 
A  bird  ringed  at  Navestock,  Essex,  on  Nov.  6th,  1966,  was  recovered 
near  Randers,  Jutland,  Denmark,  on  Jan.  22nd,  1968. 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  two  foreign  ringing  recoveries 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London,  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully;  at  least  six  pairs 
(epb).  Regent’s  Park,  probably  50  pairs;  «.  40  broods  seen  (rcg). 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  64  territories  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 
One  ringed  at  Elm  Park,  Essex,  on  Feb.  10th,  1968  was  recovered 
at  Wijhe,  Overijssel,  Netherlands,  on  Mar.  24th,  1968. 

One  ringed  at  Ewell,  Surrey,  on  May  24th,  1967,  was  recovered  at 
St.  Georges  de  Didonne,  France  on  Apr.  21st,  1968. 


304 


Redwing 

Flocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  rarely  exceeded  100,  but  at 
Battersea  New  Cemetery,  Worcester  Park,  and  adjacent  fields  there 
were  400+  on  Jan.  19th,  650+  on  Feb.  1st,  500+  on  Mar.  13th, 
but  few  after  Mar.  17th  (res).  Most  had  left  the  Area  by  Mar. 
26th,  but  a  late  bird  was  seen  at  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  on  May  4th 
(pjsn).  Autumn  arrivals  were  noted  from  early  October,  but 
numbers  were  generally  not  large,  except  for  2,000  at  Nov.  1st  and 
1,500  on  Nov.  20th  at  Sewardstonebury  (bsms).  As  with  Fieldfare  a 
hard  weather  movement  developed  on  Dec.  28th,  numbers  reported 
including  1,000  S.W.  in  three  hours  at  Clement  Street  (rvw),  480 
S.W.  at  Worcester  Park  in  3J  hrs.  (res),  100  S.W.  at  Barn  Elms  Res. 
(pjsn),  300  at  King  George  VI  Res.  (arjp),  with  smaller  numbers  at 
five  other  localities. 

Details  of  four  foreign  ringing  recoveries  reported  during  the  year 
are  given  below: 


Ringed 

Navestock,  Essex,  Oct.  8th,  1966 
Elmers  End,  Kent,  Jan.  14th,  1967 
Elmers  End,  Kent,  Jan.  14th,  1967 
Elmers  End,  Kent,  Jan.  14th  ,1967 


Recovered 

Anorga,  Andoain,  Giupuzcoa,  N. 

Spain  Jan*  21st,  1968 

Panzano,  Greve,  Firenze,  Italy, 

date  not  known 
St.  Sever,  Landes,  France 

Feb.  22nd,  1968 
Lichtaart,  Antwerp,  Belgium 

May  15  th,  1968 


307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Nazeing  Marsh  G.P.,  a  female  on  Sept.  21st  (hpm). 

H  Cheshurit,  a  male  on  Nov.  17th  (rfl). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  Sept.  16th  (pDn).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
a  female  on  Oct.  20th  (mc).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult 
male  on  Sept.  6th  (rcg). 
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Petts  Wood,  one  on  Oct.  6th  (khp). 

Richmond  Park,  one  on  Oct.  6th  and  7th  (ces). 


Blackbird 

Three  foreign  ringing  recoveries  and  a  recovery  in  our  Area  of  a 
bird  ringed  at  Spurn  Point  are  given. 


Ringed 

Elm  Park,  Essex,  May  13th  ,1966 

Elmers  End,  Kent,  Jan.  22nd,  1967 

Ruislip,  Middx.,  Nov.  1st,  1964 

Spurn  Point,  Yorks., 

Nov.  20th,  1967 


Recovered 

Limpiar,  Santandar,  Spain 

Jan.  2nd,  1968 
Thisted,  Jutland,  Denmark 

Feb.  29th,  1968 
La  Bouille,  Seine  Maritime, 
France  Dec.  8th,  1968 

Kempton  Park,  Middx,  (con¬ 
trolled)  Apr.  20th,  1968 


Wheatear 

First  arrivals  at  four  localities  on  Mar.  20th  included  one  in  Hyde 
Park.  Within  a  few  days  there  was  a  considerable  influx,  with  10 
at  Old  Parkbury  on  Mar.  24th  and  10  at  Northaw  oh  the  26th. 
Another  peak  was  reached  in  mid-April  when  there  were  11  at 
Brookmans  Park  on  Apr.  18th,  and  on  the  20th,  10  at  Primrose  Hill, 
10  at  Belvedere  and  14  at  Richmond  Park.'  The  last  spring  record 
was  on  May  19th.  There  were  several  July  records  but  the  main 
passage  was  from  mid- August  to  early  October;  the  last  one  at 
Brent  Res.  on  Oct.  30th. 

Stonechat 

Up  to  three  from  22  localities  out  of  the  breeding  season.  Breeding 
season  records  are  given  below. 

Broxbourne,  a  pair  throughout  the  breeding  season,  but  no  evidence 
of  breeding  (hpm)  . 

Belvedere,  a  pair  bred  successfully,  at  least  two  broods  (rvw)  .  Swans- 
combe,  a  pair  on  May  2nd  (fjh). 

Whinchat 

Fairly  frequent  on  spring  and  autumn  passages,  but  the  only  records 
suggestive  of  breeding  were  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season 
at  Erith  Marshes  and  Hamper  Mill,  and  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  at 
Old  Parkbury  on  July  14th  (tgb,  ask,  rvw). 

Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

Epping  Forest,  10  breeding  pairs  (bsms,  fr).  Thorndon  Park,  one 
pair  bred  (bbb). 

Bayford,  two  pairs;  Broxbourne  Woods,  seven  pairs  (twg). 

Charts  Edge,  five  pairs  of  which  three  definitely  bred  (khp,  rvw). 
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Chartwell,  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (khp).  Hosey  Common, 
two  pairs  at  least  (khp,  rvw).  Parsons  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  (rvw). 
Squerryes  Park,  a  pair  on  July  7th  (jgc). 

S  Ashtead  Common  and  Woods,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  (rgb,  dp  et  al.). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  (ghg,  ajh).  Richmond 
Park,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (bam).  Wimbledon  Common,  a 
pair  and  three  juveniles  on  July  8th  (bwf). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Seven  pairs  bred  and  singing  males  were  present  at  five  other  localities. 
All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.  pumping  station,  one  pair  reared  one  chick 
(jf).  Chigwell  waterworks,  a  male  on  Apr.  14th  (mpt).  Near 
Roding  Valley  Station,  two  on  Oct.  19th  (pd). 

M  Park  Royal  Industrial  Estate,  one  pair  reared  one  young;  Tottenham 
Gas  Works,  two  pairs  reared  young  (bsms).  Hampstead  Heath,  a 
female  on  Apr.  19th  (ag,  ks).  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th 
and  26th  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Cripplegate  area,  a  pair  present 
near  Cripplegate  church  and  two  fledglings  seen  on  July  11th  (rbw). 
Marylebone  goods  depot,  one  pair  bred  (ljd).  Gough  Square,  a 
male  from  April  to  mid-June  and  a  female  seen  twice;  Bloomsbury 
one  singing  from  a  block  of  flats  June  8th  to  20th  (rk).  British 
Museum,  a  male  in  song  from  May  24th  to  27th  (prc). 

K  Elmers  End,  one  pair  bred  successfully  ('bsms).  Littlebrook,  a  male 
present  and  a  partially  built  nest  found,  but  no  female  or  young  seen 
(jh).  Surrey  Docks  railway  station,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (aw). 

S  Croydon  Power  Station,  a  pair  may  have  bred  (kco)  ;  a  male  found 
dead  in  May  but  another  singing  on  June  2nd  (ndh).  Chessington, 
one  on  Oct.  21st  (sg). 

322  Nightingale 

All  records  except  obvious  passage  migrants  but  including  an  Inner 
London  migrant  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  singing  males  in  May  (jf).  Hainault,  four 
singing  on  April  19th  and  one  on  May  16th  (dht).  Waltham  Abbey, 
the  noisy  behaviour  of  one  on  July  4th  suggested  that  a  nest  or 
fledged  young  might  be  nearby  (bsms). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods  and  Hertford  Heath,  singing  males  at  1 1  sites 
(twg)  . 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (rcg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  at  least  two  singing  males  on  May  1 1th,  and  a  pair 
feeding  young  in  nest  on  June  8th  (jgf). 

K  Lullingstone  Park,  one  during  the  breeding  season  and  two  in  nearby 
Crown  Wood  (khp).  Magpie  Bottom,  one  singing  on  June  11th 
and  12th  (gmc).  Northfleet,  three  on  May  1st  and  two  later  in  May 
and  early  June  (rfs). 

S  Ashtead  Woods,  a  male  first  seen  Apr.  24th  was  present  in  May  and 
June  (rgb).  Banks  Common,  one  singing  on  May  12th  (pjo). 
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Bookham  Common,  c.  four  singing  males  in  spring  (gb).  Princes 
Coverts,  12  singing  males  located  on  May  26th  and  one  nest  with 
eggs  found  (wri). 


325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  10-12  pairs  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  up  to  20  pairs  during  breeding  season  and  10  broods 
seen  (rgg).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  16  territories  held 
(dab,  rfs,  jpw).  Walton  Street,  S.W.3,  two  regularly  at  a  bird 
table  in  May  and  June,  and  on  June  8th  an  adult  feeding  a  juvenile 
on  cheese  (ghg). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution. 

E  Brentwood,  one  May  5th  to  19th  (mp).  Coopersale,  one  May  to 
July  (bmeu).  Epping  Forest,  one  reeling  on  July  7th  (jce).  Fishers 
Green,  two  reeling  on  July  9th  and  28th  (bsms).  Ongar  Park  Wood, 
one  on  May  26th  (jts). 

H  Bishops  Wood,  two  pairs  on  May  19th  (sec).  Pairs  bred  at  Brox- 
bourne  Wood,  Hatfield  Park  (1),  Highfield  Wood  (2  min.)  and 
Stanborough  Reed  Marsh;  Danemead,  three  present  in  the  breeding 
season  (twg).  Rye  Meads,  one  reeling  on  June  30th  and  July  27th 
(rmrg)  . 

M  Stanmore,  one  singing  near  the  Common  on  July  18th  (ehw). 

B  Black  Park,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  June  and  July  (dgh). 

K  Belvedere,  one  singing  on  June  9th  (rvw).  Chart’s  Edge,  one  in 
the  breeding  season  (khp)  .  High  Elms  Estate,  two  singing  in  April, 
and  one  from  May  31st  to  July  23rd  (pmw).  Northfleet,  one  in  a 
suitable  breeding  habitat  on  May  3rd  (rfs).  Romney  Street,  one 
singing  on  June  29th  (hfg).  Sundridge,  three  singing  males  on 
Apr.  21st  and  May  19th  (rvw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  at  least  ten  territories  (dp)  ;  a  pair  feeding  young 
on  July  12th  (Mjcd).  Bookham  Common,  five  singing  males  (gb). 
Caterham,  two  singing  males  in  June  (ghg,  ndh).  Chelsham,  one 
singing  at  Holt  Wood  on  Apr.  26th  and  June  9th,  and  two  on  July 
28th  (igm).  Limpsfield  Chart,  one  singing  on  June  8th  and  July  1st 
(ajh).  Princes  Coverts,  two  singing  on  May  3rd  (kdgm)  and  eight 
singing  on  July  19th  (dp). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

One  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Elm  Park,  Essex,  on  Aug.  27th,  1961,  was 
controlled  at  South  Ockenden,  Essex,  on  Apr.  27th,  1968.  Two 
Inner  London  records  are  given;  the  nearest  breeding  locality  to 
Inner  London  was  again  Barn  Elms  Res. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  May  4th  and  July  26th 
(rcg,  rhk)  . 
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334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  first  seen  on  Apr.  28th  stayed  until  at  least  mid-July 
(jGHj  JMH). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  and  a  foreign  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  singing  on  six  dates  from 
Apr.  22nd  to  May  18th  (dab,  rfs,  jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  five  spring 
records  and  four  autumn  records  (rcg  et  al.). 

One  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Elm  Park,  Essex,  on  Sept.  16th,  1966, 
was  found  long  dead  at  Tours,  Indre  et  Loire,  France,  on  May  5th, 
1968. 

343  Blackcap 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence,  and  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Croxley  Green,  a  male  from  Feb.  7th  to  26th  (ps). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  females  on  Dec.  14th  and  one  on  Dec.  21st  (rmc). 
Hampstead,  a  male  in  a  garden  on  Mar.  17th  (rdme).  Winchmore 
Hill,  one  on  Nov.  12  th  (jv,  rv).  Kempton  Park,  a  female  trapped 
on  Nov.  9th  (hrg)  .  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  up  to  five  singing 
males;  at  least  two  pairs,  probably  three;  carrying  of  food,  and 
juveniles  seen  (epb).  Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories;  one 
pair  bred  successfully  (dab,  rfs,  jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  not  more 
than  three  pairs;  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (rcg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  male  at  a  bird  table  on  Mar.  3rd  (jgh,  jmh). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  one  or  two  recorded  on  a  number  of  dates  on  spring 
and  autumn  passages  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park; 
four  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  July  30th  (jpw)  ;  one  in  a  small 
church  garden  in  Aldermanbury  on  Sept.  10th  (rbw). 

347  Whitethroat 

An  unusual  ringing  recovery  was  of  an  adult  female,  ringed  at  the 
Isle  of  May,  Fife,  on  May  15th,  1968,  which  was  recovered  near 
Epping,  Essex,  on  June  3rd,  1968.  In  Inner  London,  in  addition  to 
the  usual  passage  birds  recorded  from  the  parks  several  were  seen  on 
the  autumn  passage  in  the  City  at  the  Cripplegate  area,  and  one  at 
Finsbury  Circus  (rbw). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  20th  and  May  12th;  up 
to  five  from  Aug.  7th  to  Oct.  2nd  (rcg  et  al.) ;  Primrose  Hill,  two  on 
Apr.  20th  (rcg).  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and  May  1st; 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  10th  (dab). 
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354  Willow  Warbler 

An  adult  male  ringed  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  8th,  1968,  was 
recovered  near  Vitoria,  Alava,  Spain,  on  Sept.  29th,  1968. 

356  Chiffchaff 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  are  given. 

M  Kempton  Park,  two  trapped  on  Nov.  30th  were  retrapped  on  Dec. 
7th  (hrg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (jgf). 

S  Worcester  Park,  one  on  Jan.  14th,  15th  and  20th  (res). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Breeding  season  records  and  all  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Brentwood,  up  to  three  singing  from  May  12th  to  June  10th  (mp, 
rbw).  Epping  Forest,  two  singing  from  May  3rd  to  June  3rd 
(bmeu)  . 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  nested  unsuccessfully,  and  a  second 
male  present  (ks). 

Inner  London:  Holland  Park  one  on  Apr.  24th  (epb).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Aug.  16th  and  22nd  (EMFh,  rcg).  Hyde  Park,  one  on 
Apr.  18th  (dab). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  several  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (ehw). 

K  Brasted  Chart,  a  singing  male  in  May  and  June  (rvw).  Hayes 
Common,  a  singing  male  throughout  breeding  season  (awb)  .  Hosey 
Common,  five  singing  males  in  May  and  June  (rvw).  Lesness 
Woods,  one  singing  on  June  23rd  and  30th  (akc).  Parsons  Marsh, 
one  singing  in  May  and  June  (rvw).  Petts  Wood,  seven  singing  at 
the  beginning  of  May,  and  still  four  at  the  end  of  June  (khp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  3-4  pairs  bred  (wri).  Banstead  Woods,  three 
pairs  in  June  (rhbf).  Bookham  Common,  one  pair  bred  (agc). 
Kingswood,  one  pair  in  June  (rhbf).  Limpsfield  Chart  and  Com¬ 
mon,  six  oairs  on  June  15th  and  one  nest  found  (kajg).  Shirley  Hills, 
one  pair  bred,  and  possibly  a  second  pair  present  (bwf,  ndh,  sdhL 

364  Goldcrest 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  19th  (jce).  Weald  Park,  one  on  May 
5th  (cab). 

H  Bred  at  Bayford,  Broxbournebury  and  Hertford  Heath  (tog). 

M  Bushy  Park,  bred  in  Waterhouse  Plantation  (Parks  Report) .  Harrow 
Weald  Park,  a  pair  carrying  food  in  June  (ghmb).  Potters  Bar, 
found  in  three  tetrads  (jpw).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  singing  in 
the  breeding  season,  and  a  young  bird  seen  in  the  same  area  on  July 
6th  (ks). 

B  Denham  Studios,  one  on  May  4th  (igj). 

K  Singing  males  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  at  Bexley  Woods  (2), 
Bostall  Woods  (1),  Bromley  Park  (1),  Chartwell  (1),  Hayes  Common 
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(many),  Hosey  Common  (3),  Kelsey  Park  (3),  Marlings  Park  (1), 
Petts  Wood  (3),  and  Shoreham  (1).  An  adult  feeding  young  at 
Lullingstone  on  June  12th  (pmw). 

S  Two  pairs  bred  at  Banstead  (rhbf)  and  a  family  was  seen  at  God- 
stone  on  July  21st  (ajh).  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Bookham,  Kenley,  Limpsfield  Chart,  Oxshott,  Purley,  Shirley  Hills, 
Weybridge  (two  pairs),  Woldingham  and  Worcester  Park  (two 
singing  males). 

365  Firecrest 

H  Croxley  Common  Moor,  one  on  Nov.  13th  (rmh). 

M  Potters  Bar,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (rfs).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
one  on  Apr.  1 1  th  (EMFh) ;  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  24th 
(dab)  and  one  on  Oct.  21st  (jpw).  The  second,  third  and  fourth 
records  for  Inner  London. 

K  A  male  in  full  song  at  an  undisclosed  locality  on  May  1 1th. 

S  Barnes,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (cab).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Mar. 
25th  (wl). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Regent’s 
Park,  ten  breeding  pairs;  at  least  17  fledging  from  eight  broods 
(rcg).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories  held 
(dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Spring  records  from  six  localities,  Apr.  17th  to  19th  and  on  May 
2nd  and  12th.  Autumn  passage  from  July  28th  to  Sept.  23rd, 
maximum  12  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Aug.  24th  (ks). 

370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

E  Wanstead  Park,  a  first  autumn  bird  on  Sept.  4th  (reh). 

371  Hedge  Sparrow 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  common;  bred  successfully  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  up  to  50  pairs,  and  c.  30  broods  seen  (rcg).  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  29  territories  held  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

The  autumn  passage  in  September  and  October  had  a  noticeable 
peak  on  Sept.  30th  when  409  flew  over  Regent’s  Park  in  two  hours, 
and  120  S.S.W.  at  Worcester  Park  in  one  hour  with  smaller  numbers 
reported  from  several  other  localities.  Breeding  season  distribution 
is  given. 
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E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  June  6th  (bsms).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on 
June  2nd  (rfl). 

M  Staines  Moor  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  at  least  two  pairs  (arjp,  jw). 

K  Belvedere,  several  pairs  bred  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  (kco).  Epsom  S.F., 
two  pairs  bred  (res).  Putney  Heath,  2-3  singing  on  June  20th 
(wri).  Sandown  Park,  one  singing  on  June  19th  (wri).  Wimble¬ 
don  Common  4-6  pairs;  several  carrying  food  on  June  20th  (wri). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Brentwood,  one  nest  found,  five  other  singing  males  (mp)  .  Dagnams 
Park,  four  singing  males  (das).  Epping  Forest,  at  least  20  pairs 
(bsms  et  al.).  Hainault  Forest,  three  pairs  bred  (KBt).  Thorndon 
Park,  10  singing  males  (mpt). 

H  Common  in  the  Broxbourne  area  (twg). 

M  Mill  Hill  Golf  Course,  two  pairs  bred  (ehw).  Pond  Wood,  Potters 
Bar,  five  pairs  (jpw).  Staines  Res.,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  (caw). 
Stanmore  Common,  at  least  one  pair  (ehw)  ;  three  males  present  in 
May  (ghmb).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  Apr. 
20th,  Aug.  26th  and  Sept.  11th;  five  flying  over  on  Sept.  19th  (rcg, 
emf).  Hyde  Park,  four  flying  over  on  Sept.  18th  and  two  on  Sept. 
25th  (dab). 

B  Black  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  during  the  breeding  season  (dgh). 

K  Chart’s  Edge,  at  least  six  pairs  (khp).  Downe,  one  singing  on  June 
1st  (hfg).  Hayes  Common,  one  singing  throughout  breeding 
season  (awb).  Hosey  Common,  six  males  throughout  summer 
(khp).  New  Years  Wood,  Knockholt,  one  carrying  food  on  July 
18th  (pmw)  . 

S  Caterham,  several  on  June  16th  (ajh).  Chelsham,  six  pairs  at 
Holt  Wood  (lwc).  Epsom  Common,  at  least  four  pairs  bred  (edu). 
Fetcham  Downs,  five  singing  males;  bred  (agc).  Holmethorpe  S.P. 
at  least  three  on  June  2nd  (RFr).  Juniper  Top,  one  singing  on  May 
12th  (gmc).  Limpsfield  Chart,  2-3  singing  males  on  June  23rd 
(gcg).  Richmond  Park,  twro,  possibly  three,  pairs  bred  (bam). 

379  Rock/Water  Pipits 

A  few  records  of  one  to  four  Rock  Pipits  ( petrosus )  from  reservoirs, 
S.Fs.,  and  the  Thames  marshes  during  the  winter  months  and  passage 
periods,  but  exceptionally  c.  12  by  the  Thames  near  Barn  Elms  on 
Jan.  9th  during  cold  weather  (dac).  Records  of  birds  considered 
by  the  observers  to  have  the  characters  of  the  Water  Pipit  ( spino - 
letta)  are  given  below. 

E  Sewardstone,  two  on  Oct.  20th  (fr). 

H/M  West  Hyde  to  Watford,  on  many  dates  from  January"  to  Apr.  13th, 
maximum  seven  on  Feb.  3rd  (igj  et  al.)  and  one  on  several  dates  in 
November  and  December  (dc,  igj). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  recorded  from  Jan.  21st  to  Apr.  15th,  maximum  13 
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on  Feb.  25th;  up  to  six  from  Oct.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (igj,  kco)  . 
The  area  was  closed  to  the  public  from  Jan.  1st  to  20th. 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  and  of  a  roost  at  Hammersmith 
just  outside  the  Inner  London  area. 

M  Hammersmith,  27  roosting  in  a  tree  in  Hammersmith  Broadway  on 
Feb.  8th  (lg,  mg)  ;  26  in  another  tree  and  possibly  others  on  ledges  of 
a  public  house  on  Feb.  12th  (dgd).  Inner  London:  Brunswick 
Square,  two  taking  food  to  presumed  nest  on  a  cleared  site  on  May 
27th  and  29th — first  breeding  record  for  Bloomsbury  (sc).  Pic¬ 
cadilly,  two  taking  food  to  presumed  nest  on  roof  of  Apsley  House 
on  June  5th  (sc) ;  this  may  have  been  the  pair  reported  in  Hyde 
Park  during  the  breeding  season;  another  pair  was  present  in  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens.  Charterhouse  Square,  one  collecting  nest  material 
on  Apr.  26th  (rbw).  Cripplegate  area,  a  pair  with  2-3  juveniles 
in  July  (rbw).  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  believed  to  have  bred  (rcg). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Chigwell,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  (mpt).  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  one  on 
Apr.  7th  and  30th  and  two  on  May  4th  (jf). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (rpw).  Maple  Cross,  2-3  on  Apr. 
13th  and  15th  (igj). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (arjp). 

K  Danson  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  2nd  (teb)  . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  4th  and  one  on  May  27th  (wjd,  GHn) . 
Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  6th  and  a  pair  on  a  number  of 
dates  from  Apr.  7th  to  June  15th  (ndh,  kco). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  pair  bred  (Parks  Report).  Hampton,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (wri).  Forty  Hill,  Enfield,  an  adult  male  in  a  suitable 
breeding  area  on  June  7th  (bsms).  East  Hendon,  one  pair  bred 
(ehw)  . 

K  French  Street,  one  pair  bred  (khp).  Charts  Edge,  a  pair  in  the 
breeding  season  (rvw).  Westerham,  two  pairs  at  Squerryes  Park 
on  July  13th  (jgc). 

S  Cobham,  one  pair  bred  (rgl).  Thorpe,  one  pair  bred  (ghg). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  a  foreign  ringing  recovery  are  given. 
E  King  George  V  and  Girling  reservoirs,  c.  34  pairs  bred  (bsms). 

Ripple  Level,  c.  three  pairs  bred  (acp). 

H  Broxbourne  pits,  eight  adults  carrying  food  in  June  (bsms).  Frog- 
more,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Hamper  Mill,  one  pair  bred  (tgb). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (jhw).  Staines  reservoirs  and 
Moor,  present  in  the  breeding  season  but  no  estimates  of  the  number 
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of  pairs  received.  Stanwellmoor,  3-5  pairs  present  in  May  (dmt-e)  . 
Tottenham,  two  pairs  bred  (bsms). 

B  Iver,  a  pair  on  June  9th  (pjsn). 

K  Belvedere,  several  pairs  bred  (rvw).  Longfield,  1-2  pairs  bred 
(rvw).  Swanscombe,  several,  including  one  pair  feeding  young  on 
June  17th  (awb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  2-3  pairs  with  territories  on  May  26th  (kajg)  ; 
bred  successfully  (kco).  Thorpe,  one  pair  bred  (ghg).  Holme- 
thorpe,  a  pair  with  three  juveniles  on  June  14th  (rhbf).  Inner 
London:  Lambeth,  a  pair  resident  on  a  bombed  site  in  May  and  June 
and  seen  feeding  a  young  bird  scarcely  able  to  fly  on  May  24th  and 
on  subsequent  dates  (prg).  One  ringed  at  Thorpe  on  Aug.  21st, 
1966,  was  recovered  at  Tovira,  Algarve,  Portugal  on  Dec.  2nd,  1968. 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  22nd  to  Mar.  23rd 
(KBt,  reh).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Nov.  24th  (jce). 

K  Swanley,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (fd). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

S  In  one  locality,  one  pair  bred  and  another  pair  was  present  for  part 
of  the  breeding  season.  At  another  locality,  a  pair  was  present  in 
June  and  is  believed  to  have  bred.  No  records  of  passage  birds  were 
received. 

389  Starling 

Passage  of  autumn  migrants  most  frequently  noted  from  Oct.  9th 
to  Nov.  6th  with  a  peak  on  Oct.  20th,  when  5,000  flew  W.N.W.  at 
Danson  Park  (rvw),  c.  730  W.  in  two  hours  at  Pdtts  Wood  (khp), 
c.  1,140  W.  in  1  hour  20  mins,  at  Worcester  Park  (res),  413  W.N.W. 
in  one  hour  at  Potters  Bar  (jpw),  300  S.W.  at  Regent’s  Park  (rcg), 
as  well  as  smaller  numbers  elsewhere.  At  Rye  Meads  on  Nov.  24th 
two  flocks,  each  of  c.  100,000,  were  seen  flying  S.  between  16.30  and 
17.00  hrs.  to  a  nearby  roost,  and  on  Nov.  30th  c.  100,000  flew  to  the 
same  roost  (rmrg).  Nr.  Cudham  on  Dec.  9th  pmw  reported  “a  huge 
flock  flying  N.E.  quite  high  which  must  have  been  close  on  a  million, 
and  stretched  from  one  horizon  to  the  other  and  came  over  as  a 
continuous  band  for  an  appreciable  time”. 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  arre  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  pairs  present;  two  nests  found  (bsms,  jf,  fr). 

H  Chorleywood,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (dc).  Mimms  Wood,  one  on  Apr. 
28th  (mpi).  Watford,  two  on  Apr.  23rd  (aje). 

M  Stanmore,  a  pair  at  Bentley  Priory  in  the  breeding  season  (ehw). 
Muswell  Hill,  three  in  Queen’s  Wood  on  Apr.  20th  (cg).  Inner 
London:  Holland  Park,  a  male  on  May  6th  (epb).  Regent’s  Park, 
one  flying  N.  on  Aug.  22nd  (ljd,  emf). 
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K  Lullingstone  Park,  one  in  the  breeding  season  (khp). 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  on  June  2nd  (gb).  Caterham,  two  on  June 
16th  (ajh).  Kenley  Woods,  two  on  June  20th  and  3-4  on  July  13th 
and  21st  (rf).  Limpsfield  Chart,  six  on  June  8th  (bwf,  sdh). 
Oxshott,  three  on  Apr.  18th  (wri). 

392  Greenfinch 

Three  observers  reported  decreases,  but  others  refer  to  it  as  the 
commonest  finch.  However,  with  the  exception  of  c.  1,200  at 
Walton  Res.  on  Feb.  4th  flying  to  roost  at  St.  George’s  Hill,  Weybridge 
(co),  flocks  reported  were  smaller  than  in  recent  years.  In  Inner 
London  bred  in  Holland  Park,  two  pairs  (epb)  and  Regent’s  Park, 
up  to  30  pairs  (rcg)  ;  in  Bloomsbury,  a  pair  was  resident  in  Gordon 
Square  and  young  were  seen  in  the  adjacent  Woburn  Square  in  July 
(ehw).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  22  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season  (dab,  rfs,  jpw). 

393  Goldfinch 

Breeding  records  and  a  roost  for  Inner  London  and  large  flocks 
elsewhere  are  given. 

M  Bushy  Park,  325  on  Feb.  11th  (Parks  Report).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  six  breeding  pairs  (rcg).  Warwick  Square, 
up  to  eight  at  a  roost  in  April  (jms). 

K  Northfleet,  c.  120  with  linnets  in  August  (rfs).  Southfleet,  c.  250  on 
Aug.  10th  (afm). 

S  Hersham  S.F.  c.  170  on  Oct.  8th  (edu).  Worcester  Park,  100  on 
Sept.  3rd  (res). 

394  Siskin 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  much  scarcer  than  in  recent  winters: 
reported  from  fewer  localities  and  numbers  did  not  exceed  20  except 
at  French  Street,  maximum  60  Jan. -Mar.,  and  Brasted,  maximum 
50  on  Feb.  7th  (drh).  The  last  seen  was  one  at  Greenwich  Park  on 
Apr.  29th  (jam).  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn,  c.  10  at  Riddlesdown 
on  Sept.  18th  (ajh)  and  four  flying  over  Hyde  Park  on  Sept.  19th 
(dab)  were  early,  but  numbers  reported  subsequently  were  much 
smaller  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Three  further  recoveries 
of  birds  ringed  at  Weybridge  are  given  below. 

Ringed  Recovered 

Weybridge,  Surrey,  Apr.  3rd,  1967  Lichtaart,  Antwerp,  Belgium 

Jan.  25th,  1968 

Weybridge,  Surrey,  Apr.  8th,  1966  Mortier,  Belgium,  Oct.  14th,  1967 
Weybridge,  Surrey,  Mar.  11th,  1967  Koksijde,  West  Flanders, 

Belgium  Oct.  21st,  1968 

395  Linnet 

One  ringed  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  29th,  1968,  was 
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recovered  at  Vielle  St.  Girons,  Landes,  France  on  Oct.  26th,  1968. 
Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  and  large  flocks  elsewhere  are 
given. 

E  Romford  S.F.,  c.  500  for  most  of  January  (rrs). 

H  Rye  Meads,  250+  on  Oct.  13th  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  probably  two  pairs,  one  of  which 
nested  and  fledged  two  young  (rcg).  Deptford,  400  on  Feb.  16th 
at  an  area  cleared  for  re-development  (pjg). 

S  Ashtead,  c.  300  on  Nov.  3rd  and  Dec.  1st  (dp). 

396  Twite 

E  Romford  S.F.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Feb.  2nd  (rrs). 

397  Redpoll 

Breeding  distribution  is  given  in  full  for  N.  of  the  Thames,  but  for 
the  S.  only  localities  not  referred  to  in  L.B.Rs.  for  1966  and  1967  are 
given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  pairs  located  in  four  areas  in  mid-June  (jf).  Hain- 
ault  Forest,  one  pair  in  June  and  July  (kn).  Nazeing,  a  family  party 
on  July  3rd  (bsms)..  Ongar  Park  Wood,  probably  four  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season  (jts).  Thomdon  Park,  young  being  fed  on  June 
1st  (recc). 

M  Harrow  Weald  Common,  one  pair  in  May;  Stanmore,  two  pairs  on 
the  Common  in  May,  and  also  heard  frequently  in  May  at  Bentley 
Priory  (ghmb)  . 

S  Addington  Hills,  c.  five  pairs  bred  (sdh)  .  Chussex  Plain,  a  nest  with 
four  eggs  on  June  7th  (rch).  Shirley  Hills,  three  pairs;  young  seen 
(bwf,  ndh).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  nest  with  four  eggs  on  July  7th 

(WRl) . 

401  Bullfinch 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  a  pair  throughout  the  breeding  season, 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding  obtained  (epb)  .  Regent’s  Park,  seven 
pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  of  which  four  pairs  are  known  to  have 
bred  (rcg). 

404  Crossbill 

E  Thorndon  Park,  two  on  Dec.  29th  (ras). 

K  Hosey  Common,  at  least  five  pairs  in  breeding  season;  an  adult 
feeding  a  newly  fledged  young  on  May  1 9th ;  1 7  on  May  4th  (rkc,  ash, 
khp,  rwv)  .  French  Street,  a  pair  in  April  and  May  (rvw). 

S  Kenley  Woods,  one  flying  W.  on  Feb.  11th  (RFr).  Upper  Caterham, 
one  on  July  18th,  24th  and  31st,  5-6  in  August  and  2-3  in  September 
(rf).  Weybridge,  St.  George’s  Hill,  a  pair  on  Mar.  4th;  a  female 
feeding  three  young  on  May  11th;  small  parties  not  exceeding  five 
September  to  November  (ghg). 
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407  Chaffinch 

The  peak  of  the  autumn  passage  was  in  mid-October;  c.  1,000 
flying  W.  at  Hyde  Park  (dab)  and  at  Danson  Park  (rvw)  on  Oct. 
15th  and  c.  1,100  on  the  15th  and  970  on  the  16th  at  Worcester  Park 
(res)  were  the  largest  numbers  reported.  Two  foreign  recoveries 
were  reported:  one,  ringed  at  Havering,  Essex,  on  Dec.  12th,  1967, 
was  recovered  at  Destebergen,  East  Flanders,  Belgium,  on  Oct.  6th, 
1968,  and  one  ringed  at  Hersham,  Surrey,  on  Dec.  7th,  1967,  was 
recovered  at  Wijgmaal,  Rotselar,  Brabant,  Belgium,  on  Nov.  3rd, 
1968.  Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  singing  males,  and  carrying  of 
food  noted  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  fifteen  pairs  in  the  breeding 
season  and  eight  broods  seen  (rcg).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  1 7  territories  in  the  breeding  season  (dab,  rfs,  jpw)  . 

408  Brambling 

Not  so  common  as  in  1967.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  maxima 
N.  of  the  Thames  were  40  at  Romford  S.F.  on  Jan.  18th  (ajl)  and 
40  at  Rye  Meads  on  Feb.  17th  and  24th  (rmrg).  Larger  numbers  S. 
of  the  Thames  included  c.  200  at  Cobham  Park  on  Mar.  23rd  (mb) 
and  a  similar  number  at  Hogtrough  Hill,  Brasted,  on  Apr.  15th 
(rvw)  .  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  largest  number  reported  was  c.  100 
at  Ashurst  Rough  on  Dec.  14th  (gmc).  A  male  ringed  at  Romford, 
Essex,  on  Feb.  5th,  1967,  was  recovered  at  Vrasene,  East  Flanders, 
Belgium,  on  Nov.  13th,  1967.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  two  flying  S.W.  on  Jan.  11th  (jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  six  flying  W.  on  Oct.  20th,  one  N.W.  on  the  26th  and 
four  W.  on  Nov.  24th  (rcg)  .  Hyde  Park,  Brambling  calls  heard  from 
amongst  Chaffinch  flocks  flying  over  on  Oct.  15th  (dab). 

409  Yellowhammer 

All  records  for  Inner  London  and  large  flocks  elsewhere  are  given. 

H  Nyn  Park,  c.  180  on  Jan.  10th  (jj). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  200+  on  Mar.  2nd  (lgj).  Inner  London:  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  two  on  Nov.  20th  (jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Jan.  6th  and  7th;  five  on  Jan.  11th  (rcg). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  records  for  localities  not  given  in  L.B.R.  for  1967 
and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Wraysbury  new  reservoir,  one  singing  on  May  19th  (wri).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Sept.  29th  (rcg). 

K  Hulberry,  two  males  on  July  21st  (khp). 

S  Thorpe,  three  males  singing  on  Apr.  25th,  and  a  nest  with  young 
found  on  June  20th;  in  another  area,  two  males  singing  on  June  20th 
(ghg).  Walton  Res.,  one  singing  on  May  12th  (co). 
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415  Cirl  Bunting 

K  Orpington,  a  male  singing  on  July  27th  and  28th  in  the  same  locality 
as  in  1967  (ehg). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Disturbance  of  marshland  caused  a  spread  of  breeding  pairs  to  Mill 
Hill  golf  links  and  parkland  (ehw).  A  very  common  breeding 
species  at  Potters  Bar,  where  many  territories  were  in  cornfields  away 
from  water  (jpw).  Up  to  six  visited  a  garden  at  Potters  Bar  on  42 
dates  from  January  to  May  3rd,  feeding  exclusively  on  bread  (jpw). 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  9th  and  14th;  one  on 
Sept.  18th  (rcg).  Primrose  Hill,  two  on  Oct.  20th  and  26th  (rcg). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  male  on  Dec.  14th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on 
Dec.  31st  (ras). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

A  bird  ringed  at  Gibraltar  Point,  Lines,  on  Oct.  7th,  1967,  was 
recovered  at  Elm  Park,  Romford,  on  Feb.  17th,  1968.  There  were 
c.  4,000  at  Romford  S.F.  in  January.  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  five  flying  S.  over  the  Round 
Pond  on  Jan.  9th  (jpw).  Hyde  Park,  one  flying  E.  on  Jan.  10th 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  20th;  up  to  three  on  several 
dates  from  Sept.  24th  to  Dec.  1st  (rcg  et  al.). 

Additions  and  Corrections  to 
London  Bird  Reports  for  previous  years 

30  Heron 

M  Kempton  Park,  c.  24  occupied  nests  in  1967  (mw). 

38  Bittern 

K  Erith  Marshes,  one  found  dead  in  early  1963  (J.  Willis). 

45  Mallard 

In  L.B.R.  No.  32  for  1967,  p.  18,  in  first  line  after  heavy  type  the 
word  “not”  should  be  inserted  before  “included”. 

Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  28th,  1966  (Dr.  A.  D.  Prowse,  G.  S.  Walker). 
Accepted  by  the  B.B.  Rarities  Committee. 
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383  Waxwing 

K  Abbey  Wood,  two  Nov.  22nd  and  23rd,  three  Nov.  24th  to  25th, 
1965  (j.  willis). 

L.B.R.  No.  32  for  1967,  p.  87,  line  10  should  read  “though  there  were 
reports  of  pairs  from  three  other  localities. 

L.B.R.  No.  32  for  1967,  p.  92,  “Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham”,  under  “Inner 
London”  should  be  under  “Middlesex”. 


SHORT  NOTE 

Birds  of  Urban  Areas  Cleared  for  Redevelopment 

By  P.  J.  Grant 

During  the  early  part  of  1968,  remarkable  numbers  of  birds,  mainly 
finches,  took  up  residence  in  Deptford,  on  a  site  which  had  been  cleared 
in  preparation  for  housing  redevelopment.  The  site,  some  40-50  acres  in 
extent,  alongside  the  railway  line  from  London  Bridge  to  Deptford  station, 
had  acquired  an  abundant  weed  growth  following  the  completion  of 
demolition  work  in  the  summer  of  1967.  The  resultant  seed  crop,  and  the 
comparative  seclusion  of  this  man-made  urban  “oasis”,  proved  attractive 
to  a  variety  of  species  in  large  numbers  quite  unprecedented  for  such  a 
heavily  populated  area  so  close  to  Central  London.  The  following  counts 
were  made  on  the  dates  indicated: — 


January  February  March 


Date 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

23 

31 

16 

26 

4 

Linnet 

280 

250 

120 

60 

60 

80 

75 

400 

150 

150 

Chaffinch 

35 

35 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— 

6 

1 

3 

Greenfinch 

12 

12 

— 

2 

Brambling 

20 

20 

— 

1 

Goldfinch 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

■ — 

Tree  Sparrow 

110 

100 

40 

40 

40 

25 

60 

60 

60 

20 

In  addition  a  Redwing  was  present  on  the  11th,  a  Meadow  Pipit  and  a 
Yellowhammer  on  the  12th  and  a  Skylark  on  the  16th  January.  Two 
Kestrels  hunted  over  the  area  until  the  16th  January,  and  piles  of  blood¬ 
stained  feathers  indicated  that  they  were  successful  in  catching  several 
Linnets.  A  final  visit  on  the  30th  March  showed  that  all  birds  had  left 
this  site  following  increasing  human  disturbance  as  the  rebuilding  com¬ 
menced,  but  small  parties  of  Linnets  and  Tree  Sparrows  were  noted  flying 
over  in  the  locality  until  the  1st  April  indicating  that  some  stragglers  re¬ 
mained  on  a  nearby  undiscovered  site. 

Unfortunately  the  first  visit  to  the  site  was  not  made  until  after  a 
short  cold  spell  which  had  brought  snow  during  the  night  of  8th/9th 
January.  The  snow  remained  on  the  ground  until  a  sudden  thaw  over- 
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night  on  13th/ 14th  January.  It  was  therefore  not  possible  to  know  whether 
the  initial  arrival  of  birds  had  occurred  as  a  direct  result  of  the  cold  weather 
which  produced  widespread  movements  over  the  London  Area.  However 
large  numbers  remained  long  after  the  cold  spell,  indeed  the  peak  count 
of  400  Linnets  occurred  on  the  16th  February,  indicating  that  the  habitat 
held  a  real  attraction  for  the  birds  rather  than  an  enforced  attraction  as  a 
result  of  adverse  weather. 

A  visit  to  a  similar  weed-covered  site  of  about  15-20  acres  in  Acton 
(between  Avenue  Road,  Park  Road  North  and  Park  Road  East)  on  4th 
March,  1968  resulted  in  the  following  counts:  Chaffinch  50,  Brambling  35, 
Linnet  30,  Tree  Sparrow  20  and  Goldfinch  10,  confirming  that  the  observa¬ 
tions  at  the  Deptford  site  were  not  an  isolated  phenomenon.  It  is  suggested 
that  such  clearance/redevelopment  areas,  where  there  has  been  a  sufficient 
time  lapse  between  demolition  and  the  start  of  rebuilding  for  the  site  to 
acquire  suitable  weed  cover,  are  worth  a  visit.  With  the  recent  trend 
towards  redevelopment  schemes  covering  increasingly  large  areas  (which 
is  likely  to  continue  for  many  years)  it  would  seem  that  an  important 
(although  short-lived)  new  type  of  habitat  is  being  provided  for  birds  in  the 
London  Area. 
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The  Winter  Population  of  Gulls  in  the 

London  Area 

By  Bryan  L.  Sage 

Introduction 

Concern  has  been  expressed  fairly  recently  on  the  apparent  general 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  gulls.  Amongst  other  things,  they  are  a  hazard 
to  aircraft,  particularly  jets,  and  a  possible  source  of  pollution  of  reservoirs. 
In  the  London  Area  many  thousands  of  gulls  roost  throughout  the  winter 
on  the  various  reservoirs,  a  number  of  which  are  in  close  proximity  to 
London  Airport.  During  the  day  these  gulls  disperse  up  to  30  miles  or 
more  from  the  roosts  to  feed,  mainly  up  the  river  valleys  (Hollom,  1944), 
returning  to  the  roosting  sites  in  the  late  afternoon  and  evening. 

In  December,  1968,  and  January,  1969,  a  complete  census  of  roosting 
gulls  in  the  London  Area  was  carried  out  in  order  to  see  what  increase,  if 
any,  had  taken  place  since  the  last  census  in  December,  1963  (Sage,  1964). 
At  the  same  time  a  survey  of  flight  lines  to  and  from  the  various  roosts  was 
also  made  so  that  the  pattern  of  dispersal  could  be  ascertained.  Counts 
at  the  roosts  were  mostly  made  during  the  weekends  of  14th/ 15th  December 
and  1 1th/ 12th  January. 

As  I  have  said  before,  counting  gulls  at  a  roosting  site  of  any  great  size 
is  a  very  difficult  business,  and  all  figures  are  of  course  only  approximations 
even  though  in  some  cases  they  can  be  pretty  close  to  the  truth.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  figures  are  perhaps  usually  too  low  rather  than  too  high  as  many 
gulls,  particularly  Black-headed  Gulls,  continue  to  come  in  after  dusk  and 
are  therefore  not  counted.  The  counts  of  both  Greater  and  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  are  the  most  accurate  as  these  species  seem  to  come  in  to  the 
roosts  early  and  are  more  easily  distinguished. 

The  Roosting  Population 

The  numbers  and,  species  of  gulls  roosting  in  the  London  Area  in 
December  1963  and  December  1968  are  shown  in  Table  I.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  total  population  reported  in  1968  shows  an  increase  of  45,280 
or  20*54%  over  the  1963  total.  This  is  somewhat  less  than  the  increase  of 
c.  157%  calculated  between  the  January  1953  and  December  1963  censuses 
(Sage  op.  cit.).  However,  between  those  years  two  new  reservoirs — 
Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  in  Hertfordshire  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  in 
Surrey — were  built.  Furthermore,  as  I  shall  explain  later,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  valid  to  compare  December  figures  with  January  figures  in  calculating 
population  changes  in  this  way. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Greater  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 
which  shows  a  decrease  of  460  (7*27%)  from  1963  to  1968,  all  species  had 
increased  by  the  latter  year.  By  far  the  greatest  percentage  increase  is 


Table  I — Roosting  Population  of  Gulls  in  the  London  Area  in  December  1963  and  1968 
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that  of  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus  with  an  increase  of  4, 1 80 
(178 *63%).  These  London  figures  for  this  species  reflect  an  increase  that 
has  been  noticed  in  the  British  Isles  generally  in  comparatively  recent  years 
(Hickling,  1967).  The  Common  Gull  Larus  cams  also  increased  quite 
substantially,  by  11,054  (55T3%).  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 
numbers  moved  up  by  just  over  27,150  (16-46%),  whilst  the  Herring  Gull 
Larus  argentatus  increased  by  nearly  3,350  or  12-52%. 

The  situation  at  the  various  reservoir  groups  is  of  interest.  In  the 
Lea  Valley,  the  William  Girling  and  King  George  V  population  increased 
by  40,300  (110-33%);  the  Banbury  and  Walthamstow  reservoirs  do  not 
support  roosting  gulls.  The  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  population  on  the 
other  hand  dropped  by  5,500  (21-66%).  A  marked  increase  of  c.  23,500 
(199-49%)  had  taken  place  in  the  Staines/King  George  VI  population. 
At  the  Queen  Mary  the  population  was  up  by  6,000  (25%).  For  reasons 
which  will  be  given  shortly,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  changes  that  may 
have  occurred  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II/Island  Bam/Knight  and  Bess- 
borough/Chelsea  and  Lambeth  group,  but  if  the  1963  estimation  for  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  of  100,000  is  assumed  to  be  correct,  then  the  population  has 
decreased  by  nearly  22,650  or  22*15%.  The  Barn  Elms  population  shows 
an  increase  of  3,700  (18-14%). 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  the  1963  census  two  widely  differing  returns 
were  received  for  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  one  of  250,000+  and  the  other  of 
c.  50,000.  As  a  reasonable  compromise  I  took  a  total  of  100,000  as  the 
basis  for  my  calculations  at  that  time.  The  question  is,  are  we  now  in  a 
better  position  to  judge  which  of  the  1963  totals  was  more  likely  to  have 
been  correct?  The  total  for  all  the  London  Area  reservoirs,  excluding 
Queen  Elizabeth  II,  in  1963  and  1968  was  120,465  and  212,745  respectively, 
an  increase  by  the  latter  year  of  92,280  or  76-60%.  If  we  now  take  the 
combined  totals  for  Queen  Elizabeth  II/Island  Barn/Knight  and  Bess- 
borough/Chelsea  and  Lambeth,  taking  the  1963  population  for  the  first- 
named  as  50,000,  we  get  totals  for  1963  and  1968  of  52,250  and  79,600 
respectively;  an  increasse  of  27,350  (52*34%),  as  compared  with  a  decrease 
of  22-15%  if  we  accept  100,000  as  the  1963  Queen  Elizabeth  II  population. 
Alternatively,  if  we  take  50,000  as  the  1963  Queen  Elizabeth  II  total,  the 
figures  for  all  the  London  Area  reservoirs  in  1963  and  1968  would  be 
170,465  and  265,745  respectively,  an  increase  of  95,280  or  55-89%. 

Clearly  there  is  no  way  of  being  certain  what  the  correct  1963  total 
for  Queen  Elizabeth  II  was.  Personally,  I  think  that  the  figure  of 250,000  + 
in  1963  was  certainly  far  too  high  for  the  normal  roosting  population  that 
winter.  This  leaves  my  compromise  estimate  of  100,000  or  the  lower 
figure  that  was  submitted  of  50,000.  On  this  basis  all  we  can  say  with 
certainty  is  that  between  1963  and  1968  the  roosting  population  of  gulls  on 
the  London  Area  reservoirs  increased  by  at  least  20-54%  and  possibly  by 
as  much  as  55-89%. 

Looking  at  the  population  changes  at  the  various  groups  of  reservoirs 
as  detailed  earlier,  it  is  clear  that  the  general  trend  has  been  for  an  increase 
in  numbers.  If  we  ignore  the  troublesome  Queen  Elizabeth  II  group, 
then  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  is  the  only  one  where  there  has  been  a  decrease 
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396,086  287,800  42,600  47,860  5,604  12,222 

Notes:  *totals  for  these  species  have  been  calculated  pro-rata  on  the  basis  of  the  Wm.  Girling  figures, 

except  for  the  two  black-backed  gulls  which  are  actual  counts. 

**nc  signifies  that  this  species  was  not  counted,  but  number  present  thought  to  have  been  small. 
***these  species  totals  have  been  calculated  pro-rata  on  the  basis  of  the  December  figures. 
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in  the  roosting  population.  My  own  feeling  is  that  the  figure  of  50,000 
for  the  roosting  population  on  Queen  Elizabeth  II  in  1963  was  the  most 
accurate.  This  would  result,  as  stated  earlier,  in  an  increase  of  52*34%  in 
the  population  at  that  group  of  reservoirs  between  1963  and  1968,  and  this 
fits  in  very  well  with  the  pattern  at  the  other  reservoirs. 

We  can  now  turn  to  an  examination  of  the  difference  in  numbers 
between  the  December  1968  count  and  that  done  in  January  1969.  The 
figures  for  the  latter  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

During  the  four  weeks  or  so  between  the  December  ,1968,  and  January, 
1969,  counts,  the  total  roosting  population  rose  by  c.  130,341  (50*58%) 
and  all  species  except  the  Greater  Black-backed  Gull  (which  decreased  by 
4*45%)  showed  an  increase  in  numbers  during  this  period.  By  far  the 
greatest  increase  in  terms  of  percentage  was  exhibited  by  the  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  87*45%  (5,700).  Second  was  the  Herring  Gull  at  59*30% 
(17,800),  followed  by  the  Black-headed  Gull  at  49*73%  (95,500).  The 
Common  Gull  registered  an  increase  of  36*96%  (11,500). 

Assuming  that  an  increase  in  numbers  from  December  to  January  is  a 
normal  annual  phenomenon,  then  calculating  population  changes  between 
different  winters  by  comparing  December  figures  with  January  figures,  as 
was  done  for  1953  and  1963  (Sage,  1964),  is  obviously  quite  invalid. 
However,  I  did  not  know  this  at  the  time.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that  changing  weather  conditions,  such  as  an  exceptionally  cold  spell  in 
the  Baltic,  might  cause  an  influx  into  the  British  Isles  and  the  London  Area 
of  additional  numbers  of  gulls. 


The  Flight  Lines  Survey 

Data  received  as  a  result  of  appeals  for  information  on  flight  lines  is 
adequate  for  a  general  assessment  of  the  situation  in  the  London  Area. 
Generally  speaking  coverage  was  good  for  all  areas  except  Essex.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey  related  primarily  to  the  London 
Area,  and  that  information  from  elsewhere  is  not  comprehensive.  In 
particular  I  have  not  been  able  to  deal  with  the  birds  roosting  in  the  upper 
Thames  Estuary  and  feeding  into  East  London. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the  information  received  relates  to 
afternoon  flights  to  the  roosting  sites.  The  main  reasons  for  the  lack  of 
reports  on  morning  flight  lines  is  that  these  begin  very  early,  generally 
before  dawn.  Also,  the  morning  movements  are  often  on  a  broader  front 
than  the  inward  flights  to  the  roosts,  and  are  thus  not  so  noticeable.  Further¬ 
more,  many  gulls  in  the  mornings  seem  to  stop  off  at  intermediate  points 
such  as  playing  fields,  rubbish  dumps  and  watermeadows,  before  moving 
further  out  later  on.  This  behaviour  was  noted  on  playing  fields  at  Potters 
Bar  and  Worcester  Park,  water  meadows  at  Leatherhead  and  Woking,  and 
a  rubbish  dump  at  New  Southgate,  to  quote  a  few  examples. 

The  flight  line  data  is  best  discussed  by  individual  reservoirs  or  groups 
of  reservoirs. 
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Figure.  Gull  Flight-lines  Approaching  the  London  Reservoirs. 
Heavy  lines  =  rivers.  Stippled  outlines  =  built-up  areas.  Single  arrows  =  ob¬ 
served  flight  directions.  Double  arrows  =  main  final  approach  routes.  Reser¬ 
voirs:  1  =  William  Girling  (S.)  and  King  George  V  (N.).  2=Hilfield  Park. 
3=  Staines  (E.)  and  King  George  VI  (W.).  4  =  Queen  Mary.  5=  Queen 

Elizabeth  II,  Island  Barn,  Knight  and  Bessborough  and  Chelsea  and  Lambeth 
(S.  to  N.).  6  =Barn  Elms.  There  are  no  observations  from  east  London  (where 

the  gulls  appear  to  go  to  a  large  roost  in  the  upper  Thames  estuary  below  Tilbury) 
or  the  upper  Thames  Valley  (although  large  numbers  of  birds  could  be  seen 
flighting  down  the  valley  towards  Staines  with  radar) ;  birds  are  known  to  come 
from  considerably  further  north  to  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  (group  1). 

The  Essex  and  Hertfordshire  Reservoirs 

WM.  GIRLING/KING  GEORGE  V 

At  these  reservoirs  in  the  Lea  valley,  gulls  were  seen  to  arrive  from 
virtually  all  points  of  the  compass,  but  the  vast  majority  were  from  a  nor¬ 
therly  direction,  that  is  to  say  from  the  Lea  and  Stort  valleys.  Birds 
coming  from  the  east  and  south-east  presumably  originate  from  the  general 
vicinity  of  the  Thames  Estuary.  Thus  the  pattern  of  movements  at  these 
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two  reservoirs  seems  to  be  much  the  same  as  was  outlined  by  Meadows 
(1961).  I  have  no  data  as  to  the  relative  feeding  areas  of  the  gulls  that 
roost  on  the  reservoirs  of  eastern  Essex,  Foulness  and  the  Thames  east  of 
Tilbury.  So  far  as  gulls  approaching  the  Lea  valley  reservoirs  from  the 
south-west  are  concerned,  flight  lines  north-east  in  their  direction  have 
been  noted  at  Amhurst  Park,  near  Seven  Sisters  Road,  London,  N.4, 
for  example,  2,500  of  which  1,800  were  Black-headed  Gulls,  from  1645- 
1715  hours*  on  7th  January.  In  a  northerly  direction  the  Lea  valley 
flight  lines  have  been  traced  at  least  as  far  out  as  southern  Bedfordshire  and 
Cambridgeshire,  a  distance  of  30  +  miles. 

HILFIELD  PARK  RESERVOIR 

This  reservoir  receives  roosting  gulls  from  the  west,  north-west,  north 
and  east.  It  is  not  clear  how  much  connection  there  is  between  birds 
roosting  here  and  those  at  the  Lea  valley  reservoirs,  but  there  is  certainly 
some.  Somewhere,  possibly  in  the  Mill  Hill,  Barnet  or  Enfield  area,  there 
are  feeding  areas  from  which  some  birds  go  eastwards  to  the  Lea  valley  to 
roost,  and  others  westwards  to  Hilfield  Park. 

In  the  mornings  gulls  from  Hilfield  go  northwards  at  least  as  far  as  the 
St.  Albans,  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  areas  to  feed  and  must,  therefore,  mix 
with  birds  from  the  Lea  valley  roost.  In  a  north-westerly  direction  from 
Hilfield  flight  lines  go  into  the  Chiltern  foothills  at  least  as  far  as  Bourne 
End,  Boxmoor  and  Apsley,  that  is  to  say  a  distance  of  some  12  miles.  After¬ 
noon  flight  lines  to  the  south-east  have  been  noted  at  all  these  places,  and 
also  over  Kings  Langley,  Abbots  Langley  and  Bedmond.  Birds  that 
approach  Hilfield  from  a  westerly  direction  have  clearly  turned  off  from 
the  flight  line  that  passes  down  the  Colne  valley  to  Staines.  In  west 
Watford  gulls  usually  go  east,  but  sometimes  S.W.  down  the  Colne. 

It  seems  fairly  certain  that  the  Hilfield  Park  and  Lea  valley  roosts 
account  for  virtually  all  the  gulls  that  feed  in  Hertfordshire.  The  evidence 
suggests  that  only  a  minority  come  up  the  Colne  from  the  Staines  area. 

TRING  RESERVOIRS 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  Tring  Reservoirs  roost,  although  it  is 
not  in  the  London  Area*  and  was  not  covered  during  this  census ;  this  roost 
usually  holds  some  5,000  birds  nearly  all  of  which  are  Black-headed  Gulls. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  this  roost  is  used  by  gulls  that  feed  on  the 
Oxford  Plain  and  out  towards  Leighton  Buzzard  and  Dunstable  in  Bedford¬ 
shire.  That  is  to  say,  they  do  not  normally  penetrate  east  of  the  Chilterns. 
However,  the  situation  is  not  so  simple  as  was  thought  to  be  the  case  pre¬ 
viously,  and  some  of  the  movements  in  this  general  area  are  rather  con¬ 
fusing.  In  the  present  survey,  afternoon  flight  lines  to  Tring  Reservoirs 
were  recorded  at  Cheddington,  Bucks.,  about  3  miles  to  the  north,  and  from 
the  south-west  over  Weston  Turville  reservoir.  The  latter  probably 
originates  from  feeding  areas  on  water  meadows  at  Thame,  some  12  miles 
south-west  of  Tring  Reservoirs.  In  the  Bletchley,  Bucks.,  area  13  miles 
*  All  times  are  British  Standard  Time. 
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north  of  Tring,  strong  afternoon  flight  lines  to  the  north-east  were  reported, 
so  the  influence  of  the  Tring  roost  evidently  does  not  extend  that  far  north. 

The  most  interesting  discovery  was  a  consistent  afternoon  flight  line 
over  Aylesbury  to  the  south-east.  This  must  be  the  same  line  noted  as 
passing  over  the  Chiltern  escarpment  at  Hale,  above  Halton,  c.  6  miles 
south-east  of  Aylesbury,  and  also  at  Amersham  where  it  seems  to  go  down 
the  Misbourne  valley.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  these  gulls  go  to 
the  Staines  area  to  roost,  a  distance  from  Aylesbury  of  some  30  miles. 
It  can  also  be  added  that  morning  flight  lines  to  the  north  and  north-west 
have  been  noted  at  Amersham  and  Chesham. 

The  Middlesex  and  Surrey  Reservoirs 

All  of  these  reservoirs  are  situated  in  the  Thames  basin.  The  Staines 
group,  consisting  of  King  George  VI  and  Staines  reservoirs,  are  sited  at  the 
junction  of  the  Colne  and  Thames.  Queen  Mary  reservoir  lies  in  the  loop 
of  the  Thames  where  the  rivers  Wey  and  Bourne  join  it  from  the  south  and 
west  respectively.  These  three  reservoirs  are  all  in  Middlesex.  The 
Surrey  reservoirs  comprise  the  Walton  group  (Chelsea  and  Lambeth, 
Island  Barn,  Knight  and  Bessborough,  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II),  all  lying 
close  to  where  the  River  Mole,  having  cut  through  the  North  Downs  at 
Box  Hill,  joins  the  Thames  at  Molesey.  The  remaining  Surrey  reservoir, 
Barn  Elms,  lies  some  9  miles  to  the  north-east  in  the  loop  of  the  Thames  at 
Hammersmith.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Thames  and  its  tributaries  must  be 
of  considerable  importance  as  guide  lines  for  gulls  flighting  to  and  from  these 
reservoirs. 

KING  GEORGE  VI  AND  STAINES 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  flight  lines  from  Aylesbury  over  the 
Chiltern  escarpment  to  Amersham  and  the  Misbourne  valley  have  these 
reservoirs  as  their  goal.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Misbourne  joins  the 
Colne  between  Denham  and  Uxbridge.  However,  as  the  main  approach 
to  Staines  and  King  George  VI  is  from  the  N.W.  it  seems  probable  that 
gulls  flighting  through  Amersham  take  a  direct  route  to  approach  Staines 
from  the  N.N.W.  A  smaller  number  of  birds  from  the  West  Drayton 
area  also  come  down  the  west  side  of  Heathrow  to  approach  the  reservoirs 
from  the  N.N.E.  A  flight  line  south-east  over  Kimble,  just  north  of  Princes 
Risborough,  Bucks.,  in  the  afternoons  must  also  relate  to  these  reservoirs. 
Quite  large  movements  of  mixed  species  were  reported  with  numbers  up  to 
100  per  minute  moving  from  and  beyond  the  large  rubbish  tips  at  West 
Drayton  which  normally  holds  some  2-3,000  birds,  although  on  17th 
January,  1969,  some  10,000  gulls  were  counted  at  the  Sipson  Road  rubbish 
tip.  The  first  gulls  to  depart  from  this  gathering  were  followed  and  traced 
down  the  west  side  of  the  airport  to  Staines  reservoir.  It  seems  probable 
that  the  Colne  valley  acts  as  a  guide  line  for  gulls  flying  to  the  Staines  group 
of  reservoirs  from  Uxbirdge  and  the  Denham  Vale  area,  as  well  as  from 
further  north  at  Radlett.  Additional  flights  almost  certainly  aiming  for 
this  reservoir  were  reported  from  Albert  Bridge,  Old  Windsor  (south-east 
down  the  Thames)  and  eastwards  across  Windsor  Great  Park. 
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The  only  morning  flight  line  reported  was  to  the  N.N.E.  over  the  West 
Drayton  rubbish  tips. 

QUEEN  MARY 

The  main  approach  to  this  reservoir  is  undoubtedly  from  the  south 
and  S.S.W.  A  very  large  movement  takes  place  along  the  River  Wey 
from  as  far  south  as  Godaiming  ( 1 7  miles) .  This  flight  line  gathers  strength 
as  it  approaches  Guildford  and  becomes  more  concentrated  as  it  passes 
through  the  Wey  Gap  in  the  Downs.  It  then  broadens  out  and  turns 
north-east  along  the  general  line  of  the  river,  skirting  Wisley  Common  and 
continuing  north  between  the  river  and  the  canal  at  Brooklands,  and  on  to 
Weybridge  where  it  is  joined  by  other  lines  converging  from  the  west 
(Addlestone  and  the  River  Bourne  area),  so  that  on  a  broad  front  over  West 
Weybridge  and  Chertsey  gulls  move  north  onto  the  reservoir  at  a  rate  of 
100  +  per  minute  in  the  hour  or  so  before  sunset. 

A  broad-front  movement  over  the  built  up  area  of  Ashford  to  the  north¬ 
east  of  Queen  Mary  also  occurs.  Also,  a  south-west  movement  following 
the  River  Crane  at  Twickenham  probably  leads  to  this  reservoir.  There 
is  also  a  moderate  westerly  evening  movement  over  Kempton  Park,  two 
miles  to  the  east,  which  crosses  a  movement  of  similar  scale  from  the  N.N.E. 
of  gulls  approaching  the  Walton  group. 

A  number  of  gulls  cross  over  Staines  Reservoir  to  Queen  Mary  and 
others  arrive  from  the  W.S.W.  over  Egham  station.  An  easterly  movement 
along  the  Thames  at  Reading,  20  miles  to  the  west,  was  possibly  heading 
for  this  reservoir  or  perhaps  to  the  Staines  group.  The  remaining  flights 
were  from  Camberley  (over  Chobham  Common),  Ash  Vale  (small  flocks 
mainly  of  Black-headed  Gulls  heading  north-east),  Aldershot  (large 
numbers  moving  north-east),  Farnham  and  Frensham. 

There  appear  to  be  no  flight  lines  of  significance  towards  Queen  Mary 
from  the  south-east  quarter. 

Morning  flight  lines  relative  to  the  Queen  Mary  were  reported  from 
Worplesdon  and  Ripley,  in  both  cases  to  the  south-west;  Stoke  Park, 
Guildford  (1,000  S.W.  from  0900-1040  hrs.),  and  the  River  Wey  at  Guild¬ 
ford  where  parties  of  up  to  20  were  seen  flying  south  at  a  height  of  about 
500  feet.  At  Guildford  it  was  noted  that  the  numbers  of  gulls  flying  south 
down  the  Wey  in  the  half  hour  from  0830-0900  hrs.  in  January  varied 
from  between  50  and  200  on  dark  windy  mornings,  and  up  to  600  on  calm 
light  mornings. 

THE  WALTON  GROUP 

The  reservoirs  in  this  group,  which  were  listed  above,  are  best  con¬ 
sidered  together.  This  group  supports  the  largest  numbers  of  roosting 
gulls  in  the  London  Area,  with  the  maximum  on  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
followed  by  Island  Barn,  and  then  Chelsea  and  Lambeth  and  Knight  and 
Bessborough. 

The  main  flight  lines  to  these  reservoirs  are  from  an  easterly  direction. 
At  Island  Barn,  gulls  pour  over  the  north-east  corner  coming  from  Thames 
Ditton  and  Molesey  and  over  the  Thames  at  the  rate  of  several  hundred 
per  minute  for  an  hour  or  more  prior  to  dusk,  and  this  movement  often 
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continues  until  after  dark.  Whilst  many  of  these  gulls  settle  on  Island 
Barn,  a  good  many  others  continue  due  west  to  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  In 
addition,  there  is  also  a  noticeable  broad-front  movement  due  west  between 
Island  Barn  and  the  Thames  of  gulls  making  for  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and 
the  other  reservoirs  of  the  group.  There  is  a  continuous  but  numerically 
weaker  movement  on  to  Island  Barn  from  the  south  and  south-east,  with 
gulls  arriving  steadily  throughout  the  roosting  flight  period. 

So  far  as  Queen  Elizabeth  II  is  concerned  the  main  direction  of 
approach,  as  with  Island  Barn,  is  from  the  east  and  over  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  reservoir.  It  was  noted  that  a  relatively  insignificant  number 
of  gulls  leave  this  reservoir  and  fly  north-west,  probably  to  Queen  Mary. 
A  few  gulls  also  approach  Queen  Elizabeth  II  from  the  south-east. 

Approaches  to  the  Knight  and  Bessborough  and  Chelsea  and  Lambeth 
reservoirs  are  again  mainly  f^om  the  east,  both  from  the  Thames  and  the 
built  up  area  of  W est  Molesey,  but  there  is  a  minor  movement  from  the 
north. 

Among  the  reports  received  relating  to  the  main  movement  to  the 
Walton  Group  from  the  east  are  (a)  Surbiton  Station,  a  broad  front  move¬ 
ment  to  the  N.N.W.,  (b)  Hampton  Court,  broad  front  flight  to  the  S.S.W. 
across  Hampton  Court  and  Bushy  Park.  These  are  two  typical  examples. 
Further  to  the  east  and  south  significant  flight  lines  ranging  from  west, 
through  north-west  to  N.N.W.  were  traced  over  a  six  mile  front  stretching 
from  Surbiton,  through  Tolworth  and  Chessington  to  a  point  about  one 
mile  north  of  Leatherhead. 

The  Mole  valley,  which  runs  in  a  general  south-westerly  direction 
from  Island  Barn,  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  particular  significance  in 
the  approach  lines  to  the  Walton  Group  of  reservoirs.  However,  the 
Mole  Gap  is  certainly  used  by  gulls  roosting  at  these  reservoirs  and  appreci¬ 
able  numbers  pass  through  the  Gap  to  feed  in  and  beyond  the  Dorking  area. 
In  the  evening,  gulls  flying  over  and  gathering  in  the  Leatherhead  basin 
choose  one  of  two  routes,  either  flying  north  to  join  the  broad  front  N.N.W. 
stream  over  Chessington,  or  north-wrest  along  the  Mole  valley  to  Woodlands 
Park  where  they  strike  off  to  the  N.N.W.  over  Esher  Common.  Apart 
from  the  movements  through  the  Wey  and  Mole  Gaps,  gulls  do  not  seem 
to  penetrate  in  any  great  numbers  beyond  the  scarp  of  the  North  Downs, 
and  they  seem  reluctant  to  pass  directly  over  the  scarp  but  prefer  to  fly 
through  the  gaps  or  over  dips  in  the  ridge,  as  at  Pebble  Coombe  between 
Dorking  and  Reigate. 

It  seems  clear  from  the  data  available  that  the  Thames  acts  as  the  main 
guide  line  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  gulls  flighting  in  to  the  Walton 
Group,  and  probably  draws  birds  from  as  far  north  as  Chiswick  and  the 
huge  metropolitan  area  to  the  east  and  north  of  Kingston.  Hardly  any 
flight  lines  to  these  reservoirs  from  the  west  were  noted. 

BARN  ELMS 

The  main  flight  lines  to  this  reservoir  are  evidently  from  the  south-east. 
Gulls  approach  over  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames  (there  is,  of  course,  a 
large  loop  in  the  river  here)  on  a  front  of  some  600  feet  and  over  the  north 
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bank  from  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  and  the  surrounding  built-up  area. 
The  strength  of  this  movement  is  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  from  a  point 
on  the  Thames  at  Beverley  Brook,  19,000  Black-headed  Gulls  passed  over 
in  the  hour  from  1510-1610  on  27th  December;  on  21st  December  at 
Putney  Bridge  3,000  Black-headed  passed  north-west  along  the  river  from 
1610-1620  hrs. 

From  the  north  side  of  the  Thames  flight  lines  to  Barn  Elms  were 
traced  from  Kingsbury,  Brent  Reservoir  (where  no  gulls  roost),  Dollis  Hill, 
Neasden,  Willesden,  Harlesden  and  over  Wormwood  Scrubs  and  Hammer¬ 
smith.  This  movement  varied  in  intensity,  the  maximum  being  just  under 
1,700  per  hour,  mostly  Black-headed  Gulls,  on  22nd  December.  It  is  not 
known  how  much  further  north  than  Kingsbury  these  gulls  may  come  from, 
but  it  is  worth  noting  that  at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir,  some  five  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Kingsbury,  no  flights  in  this  direction  were  noted. 

Observations  on  the  west  side  of  Barn  Elms  showed  that  arrivals  from 
this  direction  were  negligible.  In  fact  it  seemed  likely  that  gulls  may  fly 
from  or  over  this  side  and  follow  the  Thames  to  the  Walton  Group,  about 
eight  miles  to  the  south-east.  On  11th  January  328  gulls  were  noted 
flying  west  between  1445-1500  hrs.  and  from  1530-1600  hrs.  at  Barnes 
Common  100+  gulls  were  observed  moving  north-east. 

Movement  of  Gulls  Between  Reservoirs 

This  is  one  of  the  factors  that  creates  difficulties  when  it  comes  to 
estimating  the  numbers  of  roosting  gulls,  and  it  is  a  phenomenon  noted  at 
nearly  all  the  reservoirs  at  one  time  or  another.  Sometimes  these  move¬ 
ments  occur  after  dark  when  counting  has  ceased,  in  which  cases  they  do 
not  matter  very  much. 

During  the  December  census  at  the  Lea  valley  reservoirs  a  frequent 
drift  of  gulls  between  the  Wm.  Girling  and  King  George  V  was  noted,  and 
at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  it  is  quite  normal  for  small  numbers  to  leave  to 
the  south-west  in  the  direction  of  Staines. 

At  Staines  reservoir  in  January  between  1600-1800  hrs.  a  total  of 
c.  4,000  gulls  moved  off  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  probably  to  Queen 
Mary.  At  King  George  VI  on  12th  January  c.  10,000  moved  across  to 
Staines.  Whether  or  not  this  latter  movement  occurred  also  in  December 
is  not  known  as  no  observer  was  available  to  cover  the  critical  sector.  If  it 
did,  then  it  may  be  that  the  December  total  for  King  George  VI  should  be 
nearer  20,000  rather  than  26,000.  A  similar  phenomenon  on  a  smaller 
scale  was  noted  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  in  December  when  c.  1,000  flew  off 
after  1700  hrs.  in  the  direction  of  Queen  Mary. 

At  Island  Barn  on  8th  December  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  movement 
to  any  other  reservoirs,  but  on  22nd  December  a  large  movement  started 
at  1700  hrs.  and  was  still  under  way  at  1720  hrs.  when  it  was  too  dark  to 
count.  These  gulls  were  going  in  the  direction  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II. 
In  January,  however,  a  special  check  showed  that  the  Island  Barn  birds 
were  staying  put.  At  the  Chelsea  and  Lambeth  reservoirs  in  December  it 
was  noted  that  2,000+  Black-headed  Gulls  left  in  the  direction  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  and  the  c.  900  Greater  Black-backed  Gulls  that  roosted  on 
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Chelsea  and  Lambeth  arrived  from  the  south-west,  having  previously- 
gathered  on  Knight  and  Bessborough. 

It  is  clear  from  the  above  data  that  these  inter-reservoir  movements 
are  somewhat  erratic,  and  it  is  not  at  all  clear  what  causes  them  to  take 
place. 

Radar  Observations 

Trial  observations  with  the  AC  6  radar  at  Heathrow  were  first  carried 
out  by  Dr.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne  on  22nd  August,  1968,  but  there  were  com¬ 
paratively  few  gulls  in  the  area  at  that  time:  only  6,500  were  found  roosting 
on  Staines  and  King  George  VI  reservoirs. 

Bird  movements  were  studied  on  the  ACR  6  radar  at  Heathrow 
Airport  by  Dr.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne  on  the  morning  and  evening  of  15th 
December,  1968,  and  on  the  evening  of  12th  January,  1969.  One  of  the 
main  objects  being  to  see  what  gull  movements  could  be  observed  on  the 
radar  at  the  same  time  that  counts  were  being  made  at  the  reservoirs. 
On  both  days  an  occlusion  passed  east  over  the  area  during  the  middle  of 
the  day  accompanied  by  rain,  although  it  was  fairly  clear  with  overcast 
and  a  more  or  less  southerly  wind  at  the  time  of  the  observations.  On  the 
second  evening,  when  the  wrind  was  more  to  the  south-east  compared  with 
south-west  on  the  first  evening,  the  weather  was  deteriorating  ahead  of  a 
second  frontal  system  arriving  from  the  west. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  15th  DECEMBER 

Sunrise  was  at  0900  hrs.  Nothing  was  visible  on  the  radar  at  0630  hrs. 
and  the  first  “angels”  were  seen  over  Staines  and  King  George  VI  to  the 
south-west  of  the  airport  at  0740  hrs.  The  main  departure  built-up  over 
the  next  twenty  minutes,  the  first  birds  going  W.N.W.  up  the  Thames 
valley  and  lesser  numbers  north  up  the  Colne.  Towards  the  end  of  this 
period  and  over  the  next  forty  minutes,  birds  leaving  the  Staines  group  of 
reservoirs  commenced  to  fan  out  in  all  directions,  while  at  0830  hrs.  some 
were  also  seen  coming  into  the  area  from  Queen  Elizabeth  II  to  the  south; 
otherwise  activity  at  the  latter  was  not  prominent. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  EVENING  OF  15th  DECEMBER 

Sunset  occurred  at  1652  hrs.  Thick  cloud  obscured  the  radar  screen 
at  1510  hrs.  and  this  started  to  clear  from  the  west  about  1615  hrs.  when 
birds  were  at  once  visible.  The  first  returning  gulls  were  distinguished 
coming  in  to  Queen  Mary  on  a  broad  front  from  the  W.S.W.,  that  is 
roughly  from  the  direction  of  Farnham,  and  to  the  Staines  group  of  reser¬ 
voirs  down  the  Thames  over  Datchet  about  1640  hrs.  This  movement 
reached  a  peak  about  1700  hrs.  and  was  dying  out  from  about  1720  hrs. 
although  there  were  still  traces  at  1740  hrs.  By  far  the  largest  arrival 
evident  on  the  radar  screen  was  down  the  Thames  valley  from  the  W.N.W. 
to  Staines,  though  many  traces  came  across  country  from  the  south-west 
to  Queen  Mary,  and  a  few  faint  ones  down  the  Colne  valley  from  the  north 
late  in  the  movement. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  EVENING  OF  12th  JANUARY 

Sunset  occurred  at  1713  hrs.  A  stream  of  presumed  gull  flocks  flying 
north  up  the  Wey  valley  towards  Queen  Mary  became  conspicuous  about 
1700  hrs.  while  some  eight  miles  to  the  south.  At  about  this  time  scattered 
traces  converged  on  Staines  from  between  north  and  east.  The  main 
arrival  from  the  W.N.W.  down  the  Thames  occurred  slightly  later,  from 
about  1710  hrs.,  but  the  traces  were  less  noticeable  than  those  to  the  south 
and  rather  scattered.  A  few  inconspicuous  traces  came  south  down  the 
Colne  about  1730  hrs.  when  most  birds  were  settling  on  the  reservoirs. 

DISCUSSION 

From  correlation  of  the  radar  observations  with  weather  conditions,  it 
appears  that  the  gulls  become  much  more  noticeable  on  the  screen  when 
they  are  flying  high  with  the  wind  behind  them,  at  which  time  they  would 
be  a  greater  hazard  to  aircraft.  On  the  morning  of  15th  December  the 
dispersal  to  the  north  up  the  Colne  valley  was  very  noticeable  with  the  wind 
behind  it.  Conversely,  on  both  evenings  the  inward  roosting  flight  was 
nearly  invisible  on  the  radar  though  arrivals  from  the  north  could  be  seen 
by  observers  at  the  reservoirs.  Both  the  morning  dispersal  and  the  evening 
return  along  the  Thames  valley  were  clearly  visible  and  obviously  involved 
much  larger  numbers  of  birds  some  of  which  settled  at  King  George  VI 
and  Staines  and  others  passed  over  to  Queen  Mary.  The  morning  dis¬ 
persal  of  gulls  south  from  Queen  Mary  against  the  wind  on  12th  December 
was  not  detected,  perhaps  due  to  the  distance,  but  the  evening  return  was 
most  prominent  with  a  following  wind.  It  occurred  on  a  broad  front 
with  a  south-westerly  wind  directly  behind  it  on  12th  December,  but  the 
birds  streamed  up  the  Wey  valley  with  a  turbulent  south-easterly  wind  on 
the  afternoon  of  12th  January.  With  an  easterly  component  in  the  wind  a 
good  many  gulls  were  also  seen  to  come  in  high  from  south-east  to  north-east 
across  the  Heathrow  area  on  the  latter  date. 

It  was  noted  that  gulls  travelling  long  distances  along  river  valleys  to 
feed  set  out  earlier  and  returned  later  than  those  dispersing  to  feed  locally. 
The  main  gull  movements  started  about  an  hour  before  sunrise  and  ended 
at  that  time,  and  shortly  before  sunset  to  reach  a  peak  about  then.  This 
being  the  case,  bird-strike  hazards  from  roosting  and  dispersal  movements 
of  gulls  are  concentrated  into  a  relatively  short  period  before  sunrise  and 
sunset.  The  largest  gull  movements  were  away  from  Heathrow  along  the 
Thames  and  Wey  valleys,  but  the  smaller  movements  along  the  Colne 
valley  and  gulls  feeding  at  rubbish  dumps  to  the  north-east  of  Heathrow1 
could  present  a  serious  hazard. 

Generally  speaking,  the  radar  observations  tie  in  very  well  with  the 
ground  reports.  For  the  Staines  reservoirs  the  radar  suggests  that  the  main 
arrivals  come  in  from  the  W.N.W.  along  the  Thames,  whilst  ground 
observers  on  the  reservoir  perimeter  report  N.N.E.  as  the  main  inward 
route.  However,  it  must  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  the  evening 
radar  observations  the  advantage  was  with  the  ground  observers  due  to  the 
weather  conditions  which,  as  described  earlier,  make  it  difficult  for  the  radar 
to  detect  low-flying  birds.  Close  in  to  the  reservoirs  the  majority  of  birds 
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are  already  flying  low  down.  It  may  also  be  that  birds  picked  up  by  the 
radar  some  distance  away  undergo  a  change  of  direction  as  well  as  loss  of 
height  as  the  reservoirs  are  approached.  The  radar  was  particularly 
valuable  in  showing  the  pattern  of  pre-dawn  dispersal  from  the  reservoirs, 
for  which  no  data  was  available  from  ground  observers. 

Summary 

A  census  of  gulls  roosting  on  all  the  reservoirs  in  the  London  Area  was 
carried  out  in  December,  1968,  and  January,  1969.  The  total  numbers 
roosting  were  c.  265,745  and  c.  396,086  respectively,  an  increase  from 
December  to  January  of  c.  130,341  or  50-58%.  Between  December  1963 
and  December  1968  the  roosting  population  had  increased  by  at  least 
20-54%  and  possibly  by  as  much  as  55-89%.  The  results  of  surveys  of 
flight  lines  to  and  from  the  reservoirs  are  analysed,  as  are  radar  observations 
at  Heathrow  Airport. 
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Some  observations  on  the  Little  Owl  (. Athene 
JVoctua)  and  Barn  Owl  ( Tyto  Alba) 

at  their  nests,  near  Romford,  Essex,  1968 

By  Alan  Parker 

Introduction 

A  series  of  observations  including  photography  was  carried  out  on  the 
breeding  behaviour  of  both  Little  Owl  and  Barn  Owl  between  April  14th 
and  September  11th,  1968,  at  Gobions  Farm,  Collier  Row,  Romford, 
Essex.  The  farm  extends  for  approximately  200  acres  and  its  yearly  crop 
consists  of  wheat  and  potatoes  (in  rotation)  with  a  separate  7  acres  given 
over  to  intensive  pig  breeding.  The  farm  is  situated  one  mile  north  of 
Romford,  where  Eastern  Avenue  runs  east  and  west,  and  forms  its  southern 
boundary.  The  modern  shopping  centre  and  vast  housing  estate  of 
Collier  Row  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  while  to  the  north  and  west,  fairly 
open  country  exists  towards  Hainault  and  Chigwell. 

I  had  suspected  that  the  farm  might  support  one  species  of  owl  or 
another,  and  investigation  showed  that  in  fact  three  species  bred  there, 
Tawny  Owl  ( Strix  aluco ),  Barn  Owl  (Tyto  alba )  and  Little  Owl  ( Athene 
noctua ).  The  topography  of  the  farm  was  one  of  large  open  fields  with 
virtually  no  trees  in  mid-field,  partially  bounded  by  the  River  Rom,  and 
with  stunted  Elm  and  Hawthorn  hedges,  and  about  thirty,  60  ft.-70  ft. 
Elms  in  the  N.W.  corner  near  the  farmhouse.  One  of  these  Elms  was  the 
nesting  site  of  a  pair  of  Tawny  Owls  (which  due  to  its  location  on  adjoining 
private  property)  was  not  examined  during  1968,  but  the  nest  site  situated 
in  the  top  of  a  hollow  Elm,  some  40  ft.  above  ground  was  located  and 
examined  in  1969.  Two  young  Tawny  Owls  were  seen  in  this  tree,  and 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  during  the  weeks  following  their  fledging  in  1968. 
In  the  mid-field  area,  200  yards  south  of  the  Tawny  Owl  site,  were  two 
70  ft.  Elms,  side  by  side,  with  a  hundred  yards  away  to  the  south,  a  solitary 
30  ft.  Ash  tree.  Two  hundred  yards  south  of  this  Ash  tree  were  two  30  ft. 
Elm  stumps  almost  branchless,  and  partially  hollow;  these  five  trees  were 
the  only  ones  to  be  found  in  mid  field. 


Little  Owl 

On  April  14th,  1968,  I  observed  a  pair  of  Little  Owls  displaying  and 
copulating  on  a  branch,  outside  a  hole  situated  about  40  ft.  above  ground  in 
one  of  the  two  70  ft.  Elms.  When  the  owls  flew  off  I  examined  the  hole, 
which  was  12  in.  deep,  8  in.  across  the  bottom,  with  an  entrance  diameter 
of  4  in.  There  were  beetle  shards  and  Greenfinch  feathers  in  the  hole. 
On  April  21st,  I  again  examined  the  hole  and  found  it  to  contain  three 
fresh  eggs,  and  on  May  22nd  it  contained  one  newly  hatched  chick,  and 
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two  eggs.  Assuming  that  the  first  egg  was  laid  no  later  than  April  18th 
(clutch  complete  by  April  21st),  the  hatching  of  the  first  chick  on  May  21st/ 
22nd  indicates  an  incubation  period  of  35  days,  slightly  longer  than  recorded 
in  the  Handbook  of  British  Birds. 

A  tubular  steel  scaffolding  hide  was  erected  and  completed  over  a 
period  of  three  days,  and  was  situated  level  with,  and  about  five  feet  from 
the  nest  hole.  An  evening  watch  was  kept  at  each  stage  of  erection  to 
determine  the  bird’s  reaction,  but  there  were  no  observed  complications 
and  observation  commenced  on  May  25th.  Initial  nest  behaviour  noted 
was  that  one  of  the  adult  Little  Owls  commenced  calling  from  the  solitary 
Ash  tree  100  yards  away  as  dusk  fell  and  within  a  short  time  appeared  at 
the  nest.  At  no  time  after  hatching  did  I  find  an  adult  brooding  the 
young  on  my  arrival  at  the  hide,  and  no  bird  was  seen  to  fly  off.  The  nest 
entry  by  the  adults  was  extremely  swift,  the  male  in  particular  scarcely 
pausing  in  flight,  before  disappearing  from  sight  into  the  nest.  To  counter¬ 
act  this  behaviour  a  branch  was  secured  outside  the  hole  for  the  adults  to 
perch  on,  thus  allowing  photography  to  record  the  birds  and  the  prey  they 
carried  to  the  young. 

Prey  found  in  the  nest  prior  to  the  young  hatching  consisted  of: 
1  adult  $  Blackbird,  1  Chaffinch,  2  Greenfinches,  2  Skylarks,  3  House 
Sparrows  and  1  mouse  (sp.  ?).  As  soon  as  the  young  hatched  their  diet 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  earthworms,  with  an  occasional  moth  or  beetle. 
It  was  interesting  to  see  in  resultant  photographs  how  the  adults’  breast 
feathers  became  more  dishevelled,  and  their  feet  more  muddy,  as  the  hunt 
for  earthworms  continued  throughout  the  night.  This  particular  diet  may 
have  been  the  reason  for  the  lack  of  pellets  found  in  the  nest  after  the 
young  had  flown.  It  was  apparent  from  stop  watch  data  recorded,  that 
intensive  feeding  activity  took  place  during  the  first  part  of  the  night, 
followed  by  a  period  of  little  or  no  activity,  before  a  resumption  of  a  fairly 
high  intensity  feeding  rate  (Table  1). 

During  the  period  of  little  nest  activity,  one  or  both  adults  could  be 
heard  calling  and  moving  through  a  belt  of  trees  about  400  yards  S.W. 
of  the  nest  site,  which  formed  a  boundary  to  the  farm.  After  the  “quiet” 
period  one  adult  returned  to  the  nest,  and  brooded  the  young,  whilst  the 
other  continued  to  bring  food.  Photography  clearly  showed  (through 
feather  pattern  detail)  that  the  same  bird  of  the  pair  was  assuming  these 
respective  duties,  on  subsequent  nights.  Several  times  during  observations 
at  the  nest,  one  of  the  young  Tawny  Owls  that  fledged  nearby  perched 
very  close  to  the  Little  Owls’  nest,  causing  the  adults  to  shriek  in  alarm  and 
dive  at  the  Tawny  Owl,  to  drive  it  away.  On  one  occasion  persistent 
alarm  calls  by  one  of  the  adult  Little  Owls  near  the  nest  caused  me  to 
search  for  an  intruder,  and  in  bright  moonlight  I  saw  a  fox  approaching 
the  trees.  The  fox  stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  hide,  and  looked  up  for  about 
30  seconds,  until  vicious  mobbing  by  both  Little  Owls  caused  it  to  move 
away. 

On  June  10th  it  Was  apparent  by  the  infrequency  of  recorded  nest 
visits,  that  something  was  Wrong,  and  on  the  following  day,  the  farm  stock- 
man  told  me  he  had  found  an  owl  floating  dead  in  a  pig  drinking  tank,  some 
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thirty  feet  away  from  the  nest.  I  photographed  the  dead  bird  in  detail 
and  later  compared  the  feather  pattern  with  other  photographs  taken  at  the 
nest,  and  identified  it  as  the  “female”.  By  June  17th  the  “chirrupping” 
calls  of  the  young  at  dusk,  were  clearly  audible  at  the  foot  of  the  nesting 
tree,  increasing  considerably  when  the  adult  bird’s  first  calls  were  heard  and 
continuing  imtil  the  adult  made  an  appearance  at  the  nest.  Subsequent 
examination  of  photographs  taken  of  the  remaining  adult  feeding  young  at 
the  nest,  showed  no  other  bird  involved  and  so  the  frequency  of  nest  visits 
to  the  young  (after  the  initial  “slump”  on  June  10th  and  12th)  bears  a 
favourable  comparison  to  that  obtained  with  two  adults.  On  June  20th 
the  nest  was  examined  before  observation  commenced,  and  found  to  con¬ 
tain  twro  well  advanced  young,  and  one  infertile  egg.  Later  when  the 
adult  commenced  the  first  calls  at  2140  hrs.  the  young  showed  themselves 
at  the  nest  entrance  for  the  first  recorded  time,  the  largest  appearing  head 
and  shoulders  outside  the  hole  whilst  being  fed.  On  June  2 1st  I  wratched  the 
largest  chick,  after  feeding,  push  halfway  out  of  the  nest  hole  and  try  several 
times  unsuccessfully  to  find  a  path  round  the  overhang  that  protected  the 
nest,  to  the  branches  above.  During  this  time  the  second  chick’s  head 
appeared  several  times  alongside  the  larger  chick’s  body,  but  it  made  no 
further  progress.  When  I  visited  the  nest  again  on  July  25th  both  young 
had  gone. 


Barn  Owl 

On  April  14th,  1968,  I  examined  the  two  Elm  stumps  200  yards 
awray  from  the  Little  Owrl  site,  and  from  one  of  them  flushed  a  Barn  Owl, 
from  a  hole  about  20  ft.  above  ground.  The  hole  was  situated  in  a  broken 
off  lateral  branch,  which  led  into  a  chamber  in  the  centre  of  the  tree, 
about  20  in.  in  diameter,  wfiiich  w'as  open  to  the  sky  via  a  narrow  8  ft. 
“chimney”.  A  Barn  Owl  flewr  out  of  the  stump  when  it  was  visited  again 
on  April  21st,  and  two  birds  were  flushed  on  May  14th.  Due  to  the 
scarcity  of  the  species,  and  the  possibility  of  breeding,  further  visits  to  the 
stump  wrere  suspended,  to  give  the  birds  every  chance  to  stay  and  breed. 

My  next  visit  to  the  stump  w  as  not  until  July  25th,  when  I  found  that 
the  nest  hole  contained  three  small  chicks,  the  smallest  of  w’hich  had  just 
hatched,  the  eggshell  still  lay  beside  it.  No  adult  Barn  Owl  was  present  or 
flushed.  This  w'as  the  first  breeding  of  Barn  Owls  in  the  North  East  of  the 
L.N.H.S.  Area  that  I  had  been  able  to  record  (apart  from  the  Barking  pair) 
since  a  pair  nested  on  the  floor  of  an  outhouse  at  Hainault  Lodge  in  1952. 

The  dismantled  scaffolding  from  the  Little  Owl  hide  was  carefully 
re-erected  at  the  Barn  Owl  site  over  a  period  of  two  days,  and  an  evening 
wratch  kept  to  observe  the  birds’  reactions.  The  Barn  Owls  accepted  the 
hide  readily,  in  fact  one  bird  used  the  scaffolding  as  a  perch  before  entering 
the  nest!  In  flight  past  the  nest  at  dusk  the  undisturbed  bird’s  call  was  a 
rough  “Usp!  Usp!  Usp!”  similar  to  the  call  of  a  rising  Snipe.  It  was  also 
clearly  seen  that  the  prey  carried  to  the  young  owls  w*as  gripped  by  feet, 
wTith  legs  extended,  and  only  transferred  to  the  bill  an  instant  before 
landing. 
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I  conducted  a  simple  experiment  whilst  lying  out  of  sight  behind  a 
hedge  but  with  a  Barn  Owl  in  plain  view.  I  found  that  if  I  gently  swished 
my  hand  to  and  fro  through  the  long  grass,  the  owl  immediately  turned  its 
head  in  my  direction,  demonstrating  an  acute  perception  of  sound  from 
about  thirty  feet  away. 

The  hide  was  completed  and  observations  begun  on  August  10th, 
and  electronic  flash  was  used  to  record  events,  as  with  the  Little  Owl  site. 
I  found  that  like  the  Little  Owls,  the  young  Barn  Owls  were  not  brooded 
prior  to  my  arrival  at  the  hide,  both  adults  returning  to  the  nest  separately 
about  dusk,  making  several  reconnaissance  swoops  past  the  nest  before 
alighting.  It  was  fortunate  that  they  chose  to  land  on  a  horizontal  steel 
scaffold  tube  (part  of  the  hide)  before  taking  the  short  flight  to  the  nest,  as 
the  metallic  ring  of  their  claws  on  the  tube  gave  me  an  indication  of  their 
otherwise  silent  approach.  Nest  visits  to  feed  the  young  were  at  a  steady 
rate  (Table  2)  and  no  obvious  “quiet”  period  was  observed,  as  was  the 
case  with  the  Little  Owls.  Cessation  of  feeding  activity  appeared  to  take 
place  about  midnight  or  just  after,  but  no  observations  were  carried  out 
beyond  the  last  times  shown  in  Table  2.  It  was  noticed  that  the  heavy 
ground  mist  which  appeared  several  times  after  sunset  did  not  seem  to 
affect  the  feeding  rate  of  the  young,  but  heavy  rain  or  strong  winds  cer¬ 
tainly  did. 

From  July  25th  when  the  young  were  first  discovered,  they  emitted  a 
“buzzing”  call,  which  commenced  at  dusk,  and  only  ceased  momentarily 
when  one  of  the  adults  screeched  in  alarm,  or  the  electronic  flash  was  fired. 
Neither  adult  seemed  greatly  troubled  by  the  flash  during  photography, 
they  merely  hopped  to  a  nearby  branch  for  a  few  minutes  (to  regain  vision  ?) 
before  flying  directly  into  the  nest  to  feed  the  young. 

As  previously  stated  the  mid-field  area  was  practically  devoid  of  trees, 
consequently  the  stump  containing  the  Barn  Owl’s  nest  was  in  constant  use 
as  a  perch,  by  birds  of  various  species,  both  by  day  and  night.  Several 
times  during  night  observations,  young  Tawny  Owls  and  the  recently 
fledged  Little  Owls  perched  near  the  nest  entrance,  causing  the  adult 
Barn  Owls  to  screech  in  alarm,  although  they  were  never  seen  to  attack  any 
of  the  intruders.  The  area  immediately  round  the  Barn  Owls’  nest  site 
was  the  night  roost  of  c.  60  Lapwings  during  the  last  week  in  August,  and 
one  of  the  Barn  Owls  was  frequently  seen  beating  along  the  potato  furrows, 
Harrier  fashion,  putting  the  Lapwings  to  flight,  but  none  was  ever  recorded 
brought  to  the  nest  as  prey.  From  subsequent  photographs  taken  of  the 
adults  returning  to  the  nest,  prey  identified  included  rats,  mice  (sp.  ?) 
Starlings,  Skylark  and  House  Sparrow,  the  rats  forming  about  60%  of 
the  number  of  items  fed  to  the  young. 

On  August  28th  the  largest  chick  was  first  observed  waiting,  with  its 
head  out  of  the  nest  hole  for  the  adults  return  with  food,  and  by  September 
1st,  the  returning  adults  were  merely  dropping  the  prey  into  the  nest 
entrance,  leaving  the  young  to  scrabble  and  fight  for  it  as  best  they  could. 
On  September  6th  the  two  largest  chicks  were  pushing  completely  out  of 
the  hole,  and  between  feeding,  indulging  in  wing  flapping  exercises,  rising 
a  short  distance  into  the  air.  On  September  9th  the  largest  chick,  not 
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content  to  await  the  adults  return,  flew  vertically  8  ft.  to  the  top  of  the  stump, 
where  it  was  later  fed,  returning  after  half  an  hour,  to  join  the  other  two 
chicks  in  the  nest.  On  September  10th  both  large  chicks  left  the  nest  hole 
and  flew  to  the  top  of  the  stump,  where  they  were  fed  by  the  adults,  leaving 
the  remaining  chick  calling  from  the  nest.  After  an  hour  both  flying  young 
returned  to  the  nest,  and  went  inside,  their  concerted  “buzzing”  calls 
bringing  the  adults  back  to  the  nest  hole  to  feed  all  three  young  as  usual. 

On  September  11th  at  2125  hrs.  both  the  largest  chicks  emerged  from 
the  nest,  and  flew  immediately  to  the  top  of  the  stump,  and  from  there  to 
the  neighbouring  Elm  stump,  where  they  were  fed,  while  the  remaining 
chick  still  called  from  the  nest.  At  2200  hrs.,  an  adult  returned  and  fed 
the  smallest  chick  at  the  nest  entrance,  and  from  there  the  chick  made  a 
scrambling  flight  to  the  top  of  the  stump  where  it  remained.  I  packed  up 
my  equipment  from  the  hide,  and  walked  towards  my  car  parked  1 00  yards 
away,  and  on  the  roof  saw  a  young  Barn  Owl,  silhouetted  against  the 
skyline,  sitting  on  the  only  perch  for  some  distance  in  any  direction.  It 
flew  off  strongly  at  my  approach. 


The  Decline  of  the  Rook  as  a  breeding  species 

at  Hainault,  Essex 

By  Alan  Parker 

The  main  reason  for  studying  the  breeding  habits  of  the  Rook  ( Corvus 
frugilegus )  at  Hainault,  Essex,  was  the  relative  accessibility  of  the  nests, 
most  of  which  were  in  the  50-60  ft.  height  range.  The  Rookery  “dis¬ 
covered”  when  I  was  a  schoolboy  in  1943  was  quite  extensive,  situated  in 
a  wood  on  the  south  side  of  Hog  Hill,  Hainault,  elevation  200  ft.  A.S.L., 
in  the  midst  of  large  open  spaces  designated  for  agriculture  and  recreation. 

The  trees  used  in  the  rookery,  in  order  of  preference,  were  Oak, 
Hornbeam,  Birch,  Chestnut,  Pine,  Apple  and  Plane.  It  must  be  stated 
however  that  the  make-up  of  trees  in  the  wood  was  of  almost  the  same  order 
of  abundance:  a  predominance  of  Oak  and  Hornbeam,  half  a  dozen 
Chestnut,  a  dozen  Pine,  two  Apple  and  one  Plane  tree. 

A.  Darlington  ( Essex  Bird  Report  1956)  states  under  “Distribution 
among  trees”  that  rooks  in  Essex  show  an  apparent  preference  for  Elm, 
and  goes  on  to  say  “it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  this  is  a  form  of  selection 
or  chance  distribution  among  available  trees”.  It  seems  that  the  latter 
opinion  would  hold  good  at  Hainault,  especially  considering  the  fact  that 
the  Oaks  held  many  suitable  sites  for  nests  in  their  innumerable  branch 
ends,  whilst  the  sparse  Plane  tree  held  only  one  such  site. 

Beneath  and  between  the  trees  the  area  was  badly  overgrown  with 
tall  Hawthorn  bushes,  bramble  and  rough  grass,  interspersed  with  bracken 
and  gorse.  To  the  north  of  the  rookery  stood  a  large  three-storey  house, 
converted  into  a  hospital  annexe  for  elderly  patients. 
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In  August,  1953,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  permanent  hide  some  60  ft. 
up  in  an  Oak  containing  fourteen  old  nests,  half  facing  a  large  Oak  containing 
thirty  nests,  to  observe  and  photograph  rook  activities  in  future  seasons. 
The  hide  was  finished  in  December,  and  the  spasmodically  returning  rooks 
accepted  it  readily.  Several  birds,  in  fact  were  observed  perching  on  the 
roof.  With  this  step  accomplished  we  plotted  again,  all  the  remaining 
nests  from  1953,  their  location,  and  species  of  tree  involved,  so  that  a  clear 
picture  might  evolve  for  1954.  This  nest  census  showed  two  “high” 
counts  for  single  trees  of  30  and  14,  with  several  other  trees  containing 
5,  4  and  3.  A.  Darlington,  in  his  report,  states  “more  occupied  trees 
contained  one  nest  than  any  other  number”  and  that  his  highest  total  for 
a  single  tree  was  25  and  the  theoretical  mean  for  all  trees  examined  was 

3- 4.  Taking  the  number  of  occupied  nests  remaining  at  Hainault  from 
1953  (103),  and  the  number  of  trees  involved  (22),  we  find  an  average  of 

4- 7  nests  per  tree.  (Table  1). 

Observations  showed  that  about  February  10th- 15th  the  returning 
rooks  commenced  desultory  re-arrangement  of  nest  twigs,  and  from  about 
February  20th-March  1st,  one  day  of  sustained  good  weather  was  sufficient 
for  some  pairs  to  complete  the  “outer  shell”  of  the  nest,  especially  on  old 
nests  at  the  “centres”  or  stimulus  points  within  the  colony. 

By  centres  or  stimulus  points  I  mean  that  part  or  parts  of  a  rookery 
from  which  the  stimulus  to  copulate  and  build  appears  to  emanate.  These 
centres  are  quite  noticeable  (especially  when  they  occur  in  a  single  row  of 
trees)  where  they  consist  of  several  nests  of  large  dimensions,  of  relatively 
long  standing,  often  overlapping  or  touching  each  other,  and  resulting  in 
two  nest  cups  in  the  one  common  foundation.  The  centres  may  be  due 
to  the  tree  in  which  they  occur  being  the  first  site  colonised,  or  merely 
suited  to  holding  many  substantial  nests.  However,  accidental  or  deliber¬ 
ate  removal  of  the  nests  results  in  new  nests  appearing  in  the  identical  fork, 
and  the  centre  is  re-established.  From  these  centres  other  nests  straggle, 
or  radiate  outwards  until  another  centre  is  met,  and  to  date  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  say  exactly  what  causes  occupied  trees  next  to  a  centre  to  support 
only  one  or  two  nests  when  the  tree  apparently  contains  sufficient  branches 
to  sustain  many  more  nests.  The  rookery  at  Hainault  had  five  such 
centres  in  1953  (reduced  to  one  in  1965)  (see  figure)  and  the  same  pattern 
has  been  observed  in  large  rookeries  on  Salisbury  Plain.  Records  have 
shown  consistently  that  the  first  eggs,  and  later  the  most  advanced  young, 
can  be  found  in  these  centres,  but  not  necessarily  the  largest  clutch  sizes. 
These  are  more  often  found  in  one  of  the  fringe  nests  of  the  colony.  * 

There  is  no  information  available  to  show  whether  or  not  these  early 
nests  are  built  by  old  birds,  or  birds  in  their  first  breeding  season. 

As  the  rooks  returned  to  the  colony  they  occupied  the  last  season’s 
nests  first,  before  attempting  to  build  in  a  new  site,  commencing  repairs 
with  material  taken  from  nearby  old  nests,  often  to  such  an  extent  that 
unguarded  nests  dwindled  before  one’s  eyes,  and  pairs  were  driven  to 
leave  one  bird  on  guard  to  avoid  excessive  looting.  By  about  March  10th 
nests  in  the  centres  were  complete,  and  one  or  two  nests  had  the  first  eggs. 
It  was  observed  that  a  second  wave  of  nest  building  commenced  about  this 
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time,  producing  a  definite  “staggered”  effect  within  the  colony. 

No  data  was  kept  on  clutch  completion  in  relation  to  the  weather,  but 
clutch  sizes  were  noted  (mainly  at  week-ends)  and  a  mean  average  worked 
out.  My  colleague  and  I  made  it  a  practice  to  climb  throughout  the 
rookery  and  examine  every  possible  nest  at  least  once  per  week-end, 
and  sometimes  mid-week,  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  each  nest,  its 
contents,  and  disposition.  There  were,  at  different  locations  throughout 
the  colony,  single  pairs  of  rooks  that  nested  beyond  the  “normal”  fringe 
nests,  which  often  contained  the  largest  clutch  sizes  (4-5).  These  nests 
usually  lasted  a  season  or  two  before  being  relinquished.  We  were  never 
able  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  adult  birds  used  these  nests  in  any 
subsequent  year. 

Although  the  Handbook  of  British  Birds  states  “clutch  size  usually 
3-5,  sometimes  6,  rarely  7,  8  and  9  recorded,”  in  a  total  of  over  700  nests 
examined  at  Hainault  during  1954-66  none  was  over  5,  but  at  a  Salisbury 
Plain  rookery  where  over  90  nests  from  a  possible  c.  200  are  examined, 
clutches  of  6  are  recorded  yearly  (10  in  one  year).  The  average  clutch 
size  for  Hainault  nests  over  the  period  1954-1960  was  3*5,  and  after  1960 
2-3.  The  number  of  nests  containing  clutches  of  2  was  over  30%  of  all 
nests  examined  during  1960-66,  many  of  which  failed  to  hatch  to  a  success¬ 
ful  conclusion.  A  puzzling  feature  found  early  in  the  study,  w'as  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  a  whole  clutch  of  eggs,  from  a  nest  which  had 
recently  been  examined,  and  found  to  be  intact,  when  the  element  of  human 
interference  was  positively  eliminated.  This  puzzle  was  solved  during  a 
session  in  the  permanent  hide  when  a  contentedly  sitting  rook  in  front  of  the 
hide  suddenly  jumped  bodily  out  of  the  nest  into  full  flight,  on  hearing 
unusual  noises  beneath  the  rookery.  Later  the  bird  returned  and  stood 
by  the  nest  for  half  an  hour  with  the  male,  but  steadfastly  refused  to  resume 
incubation. 

I  signalled  my  colleague  to  release  me  from  the  hide,  as  something  was 
obviously  wrong,  and  upon  examination  the  nest  bowl  appeared  to  be 
empty,  yet  on  my  entry  to  the  hide  the  nest  had  contained  four  eggs.  It 
was  now  apparent  that  in  a  state  of  alarm  the  female  had  taken  flight  with 
the  whole  clutch  embedded  in  her  brood  patches,  and  had  lost  them.  I 
removed  single  eggs  from  4  nearby  nests  in  a  comparable  state  of  incuba¬ 
tion,  and  made  up  a  new  clutch  of  four  which  the  bird  readily  accepted 
eventually  rearing  one  chick  to  the  flying  stage. 

During  1954  fifty  nestling  rooks  were  colour  ringed  in  various  parts  of 
the  colony  to  see  if  there  would  be  any  adherence  to  a  particular  part  of 
the  rookery.  As  we  knew  from  which  nest  each  colour  ringed  bird  had 
come  we  expected  an  interesting  pattern  of  dispersal  to  materialise,  but 
apart  from  several  sightings  in  the  field  during  autumn  and  winter  dis¬ 
persal,  and  two  sightings  of  adults  at  nests  near  the  hide  in  1 955,  there  were 
no  further  colour  ring  observations.  The  number  of  nestlings  B.T.O. 
ringed  in  the  four  years  it  w’as  undertaken,  approached  95%  of  the  number 
it  was  possible  to  climb  to,  and  totalled  344,  less  than  one  bird  per  nest. 
The  total  number  of  recoveries  from  both  adult  and  juvenile  birds  away 
from  the  rookery  was  14.  Of  these  5  were  recovered  under  1  mile,  6  under 
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5  miles,  and  the  remaining  three  birds  at  15,  16  and  26  miles  respectively. 
(Tables  2  and  3). 

The  number  of  young  ringed  and  unringed  recovered  dead  from 
immediately  beneath  the  rookery  over  the  four  year  period  Was  42,  al¬ 
though  the  thick  undergrowth  and  natural  scavengers  (foxes  and  badgers 
bred  here)  must  certainly  have  influenced  this  total  considerably.  As  the 
young  rooks  left  the  nest  bowl  to  stand  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches  to 
await  the  parents  return  with  food,  many  overbalanced  and  fell  through 
the  leafy  canopy  into  the  undergrowth,  where  they  starved  to  death  un¬ 
heard  and  unseen  by  the  parent  birds  above. 

Many  times  we  climbed  the  rookery  to  replace  such  fallen  birds,  and 
sometimes  through  sheer  exhaustion  we  were  driven  to  tossing  the  young 
rooks  high  into  the  foliage  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  seen  and  heard 
by  the  adults. 

When  the  young  eventually  flew  they  were  usually  taken  into  the 
agricultural  fields  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  rookery  at  distances  varying 
from  \  mile  to  1  mile,  returning  to  trees  within  the  rookery  to  roost  at  night. 
Within  a  few  weeks  the  main  flock  of  adults  and  juveniles  could  be  seen 
feeding  on  Fairlop  Airfield  (f  mile  west),  Hainault  Recreation  Fields/Golf 
Course  (immediate  vicinity  east)  and  open  fields  bordering  Eastern  Avenue 
(f  mile  south).  It  was  during  this  period  that  colour  ring  observations 
paid  dividends,  readily  identifying  the  birds  as  coming  from  Hainault,  but 
the  grey  metal  B.T.O.  rings  were  invisible.  During  the  period  November- 
December,  1954,  it  was  common  to  see  rooks  perching  on  roadside  lamp 
posts  in  the  early  morning,  and  swooping  into  small  gardens  by  the  dust¬ 
bins,  or  working  allotments,  and  in  general  feeding  in  a  manner  not  unlike 
Starlings.  Throughout  the  permitted  shooting  season  a  regular  “shoot” 
crossed  the  southern  fields  bordering  the  rookery  and  was  known  to  account 
for  quite  a  few  juvenile  rooks,  but  no  organised  rook  shoot  was  ever 
recorded. 

Naturally,  being  the  “immediate  country-side”  to  a  huge  urban 
development  to  the  south  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  north,  illegal  shooting 
was  persistent  throughout  the  year  and  the  rookery  was  an  undoubted 
attraction. 

From  1960  onwards,  only  random  checks  on  nest  contents  were  made 
and  figures  show  that  the  average  clutch  size  was  below  three,  many  nests 
containing  two  eggs,  often  rough  shelled,  tending  towards  pale  blue  with 
little  or  no  markings,  with  a  marked  disparity  in  size  between  eggs  in  the 
same  nest.  This  disparity  in  size  had  been  recorded  at  Upminster  when 
an  extreme  case  produced  in  a  clutch  of  two  eggs,  one  egg  the  size  and  shape 
of  a  Willow  Warblers’  (17*0  mmx  14*0  mm.)  and  the  other  long  and  thin 
(46-0  mm.  x  25-0  mm.),  the  average  for  the  rook  being  40-0  mm.  x  28-3  mm. 
In  an  apparent  parallel  with  the  “decline”  of  the  Hainault  rookery  in  the 
late  1960’s,  other  rookeries  in  the  vicinity  showed  similar  characteristics. 
(Table  4).  In  trying  to  assess  the  factors  affecting  the  decline  of  the 
rook,  the  following  review  summarises  some  of  the  habitat  changes  that 
have  occurred. 


Extinction  dates  of  local  Rookeries. 
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1.  The  development,  commenced  in  1953,  of  the  Hainault  housing  estate, 
built  on  Green  Belt  land,  reduced  the  feeding  and  dispersal  area  avail¬ 
able  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rookery  by  approximately  25%, 
although  still  leaving  Hainault  Forest  and  golf  course,  agricultural 
land  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  Rookery  and  Fairlop  Airfield. 

2.  The  development,  commenced  in  1959,  of  Fairlop  Airfield  into  a 
gravel  pit  and  rubbish  dump  effectively  reduced  it’s  grass  area  by 
approximately  60%. 

3.  The  cessation  of  sheep  and  pig  farming  during  1955-60  within  an 
area  one  to  two  miles  from  the  rookery,  although  some  cattle  have  been 
introduced  in  their  stead. 

4.  The  road  passing  the  rookery,  usually  busy,  being  widened  into  a  dual 
carriageway  and  becoming  a  commuter  congested  through-way. 

5.  There  has  been  no  apparent  change  in  acreage  or  crops  (allowing  for 
crop  rotation),  since  the  1939-1945  war. 

6.  No  apparent  change  in  trees  in  the  rookery,  the  original  branches, 
some  holding  old  nests,  still  remain. 

7.  Human  interference  at  the  nest  itself  was  minimal,  although  the  wood 
containing  the  rookery,  whilst  once  quite  rural,  is  subject  to  greater 
disturbance  from  urban  development,  and  people  especially  at  the 
weekends. 
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Coot  in  Flight  at  Barn  Elms 

By  Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 

Introduction 

This  description  of  accidents  to  flying  Coots,  Fulica  atra ,  at  Bam  Elms 
is  based  chiefly  on  observations  made  in  the  winters  of  1965/66  and  1966/67. 
Less  frequent  watches  in  two  subsequent  winters  have  confirmed  that  the 
behaviour  continues  and  thus  it  has  been  seen  to  occur  in  four  consecutive 
years.  The  consistency  of  the  performances  suggests  that  these  failures  in 
flight  are  typical  of  the  species  and  have  not  been  noticed  elsewhere  only 
because  flying  from  water  to  land  and  land  to  water  is  so  seldom  seen. 
Since  the  writer  has  neither  the  time  nor  the  knowledge  of  flight  needed  to 
pursue  the  study,  the  account  has  been  prepared  in  the  hope  that 
those  who  are  better  qualified  may  be  encouraged  to  undertake  further 
observations. 

Status  of  Coot  at  Barn  Elms 

Coots  were  present  at  the  reservoir  throughout  the  year,  reaching 
maxima  of  180  to  250  around  the  end  of  January.  The  lowest  numbers 
occurred  at  the  end  of  May,  falling  to  two  in  one  instance.  As  at  Tring 
(Hayward,  1968),  the  flock  commenced  to  build  up  with  adults  from  the 
beginning  of  June,  birds  of  the  year  appearing  by  the  middle  or  end  of 
the  month.  Weekly  counts  showed  that  rises  to  the  winter  peaks  and 
subsequent  declines  were  steady,  very  little  fluctuation  occurring.  Three 
or  four  pairs  of  Coots  usually  bred  on  two  ponds  adjacent  to  the  reservoir 
basins,  but  few  young  fledged  and  the  considerable  influx  of  young  birds 
came  from  elsewhere. 

Wigeons,  Anas  penelope,  are  the  regular  feeding  companions  of  Coots 
at  Barn  Elms  in  winter,  usually  being  present  from  November  to  March. 
This  habit  of  grazing  together  does  not  seem  to  be  recorded  in  the  literature, 
except  in  Somerset  during  the  hard  weather  of  1947  (Alley  and  Boyd,  1949), 
but  is  very  marked  at  Barn  Elms.  The  activities  of  Wigeons  to  some 
extent  illuminate  Coot  behaviour,  brief  information  about  the  former 
species  is  therefore  included  wherever  applicable. 

Features  of  Barn  Elms  Reservoir 

Barn  Elms  lies  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the  London  Borough  of 
Richmond-upon-Thames,  in  one  of  the  great  horseshoe  curves  where  the 
river  flows  in  a  southerly  direction  before  turning  east  again  through 
Putney  bridge.  A  furniture  depository  is  situated  to  the  north  of  the 
reservoir,  allotments  to  the  west,  school  playing  fields  on  the  south  and 
only  the  towpath  runs  between  it  and  the  river  to  the  east,  making  it  a 
relatively  quiet  and  undisturbed  area. 
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The  reservoir  consists  of  four  basins;  a  brick  ledge,  about  48  inches 
wide  runs  round  each,  then  slopes  down  into  the  water,  the  level  of  which 
is  usually  just  below  the  rim  of  the  ledges.  Brick  walls,  36  inches  high, 
rise  from  the  ledges  to  the  grass  of  the  intersecting  causeways  and  of  the 
flat  topped  surrounding  banks.  Ramps  lead  from  each  basin  to  the  top 
of  the  central  intersection. 

This  reservoir  shows  an  unusual  combination  of  characteristics. 
The  broad  causeways  and  banks  provide  much  grass  which  is  usually 
mowed  regularly  and  give  good  grazing.  This  tempts  Coots,  Wigeons 
and  other  species  to  feed.  The  walls  round  the  basins  force  birds  to  fly 
up  from  the  water  to  do  so.  Some  Coots  have  been  seen  to  walk  up  the 
ramps,  but  this  seldom  occurs,  probably  because  of  the  frequent  presence 
of  anglers,  possibly  because  not  all  have  learnt  to  do  so.  The  causeways 
appear  to  be  important  since,  as  shown  below,  Coots  display  a  strong  pre¬ 
ference  for  feeding  on  them,  the  sole  exception  being  that  the  north-east  bank 
above  the  adjacent  filter  beds  is  also  favoured.  There,  as  on  the  causeways, 
the  Coots  have  water  on  both  sides,  which  perhaps  accounts  for  the  in¬ 
consistency. 

Feeding  on  Grass 

Coots  have  been  seen  to  feed  on  grass  only  in  winter  at  Barn  Elms, 
beginning  in  November  and  ceasing  early  in  April.  At  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  season  Coots  fed  exclusively  on  the  north-east  bank  and 
causeways,  despite  greater  disturbance  on  the  latter  and  grass  which 
tended  to  be  poorer  and  more  trampled.  Only  when  hard  weather  came 
in  January  or  February  would  they  sometimes  move  temporarily  to  other 
banks. 

Wigeons  however  did  not  make  this  distinction.  They  usually 
followed  the  Coots  on  to  the  causeways  but  in  autumn,  when  the  latter 
were  still  feeding  mostly  on  water  and  infrequently  on  grass,  the  Wigeons 
which  appeared  to  find  little  or  no  food  on  the  basins  were  forced  to  fly 
up  on  their  own.  They  went  as  regularly  to  the  banks  as  the  causeways. 


Flight 

A  large  number  of  accidents  were  seen  among  flying  Coots,  chiefly 
when  the  birds  were  alighting  or  about  to  alight  on  land  or  on  water. 
Broadly,  these  accidents  fell  into  four  categories: — 

(i)  HEAD  ON  COLLISIONS  IN  FLIGHT.  Coots  took  off  from  water, 
became  airborne  but  flew  straight  into  surrounding  wall  of  basin, 
usually  six  to  nine  inches  below  the  top,  falling  to  the  ledge  below. 
This  did  not  seem  to  hurt  them,  birds  got  up  at  once  and  walked  off, 
usually  swimming  out  again. 

Of  Coots  which  had  collided  in  this  way,  1 1  were  checked  individually 
after  falling.  All  tried  again  after  periods  of  up  to  about  five  minutes  and 
all  were  successful  at  the  second  attempt.  This  confirms  findings  on  other 
occasions  wrhen,  after  a  run  of  failures,  a  subsequent  wave  of  birds  flew  up 
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in  such  numbers  that  it  must  of  necessity  have  included  some  of  those 
which  had  previously  failed. 

(ii)  SPRINGING  UP  AND  HITTING  WALL.  Springing  up  is  the 
term  here  used  to  denote  the  action  by  which  Coots  got  up  from  the 
ledge.  They  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  beginning  the  short  flight 
up  writh  a  spring.  Sometimes  this  was  achieved  with  ease,  at  others 
only  writh  much  scrabbling  of  feet  and  flapping  of  wings,  often  the 
whole  body  hit  the  w'all  and  the  bird  fell  back  to  the  ledge. 

Before  springing  up  birds  often  stood  for  several  seconds,  or  walked 
to  and  fro,  flexing  their  legs  and  looking  up  at  intervals  before  beginning 
the  movement.  Normally  the  wings  did  not  seem  to  be  extended  until 
the  bird  had  sprung  clear  of  the  ground.  Coots  stood  surprisingly  close 
to  the  wall,  so  that  the  spring  up  w'as  a  nearly  vertical  movement.  This, 
together  with  the  fact  that  the  feet  so  often  touched  the  wrall,  leads  to  the 
belief  that  the  action  may  derive  from  the  way  that  birds  cope  with  steep 
or  overhanging  banks  in  their  natural  habitat  and  this  tends  to  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  observation  of  Raines  (1942/43).  He  recorded  Coots  as 
commonly  climbing  the  eight  foot  high  banks  of  a  lake.  These  were 
described  as  being  almost  sheer  in  places  and  composed  of  fairly  loose  sand 
and  boulders.  Though  not  alwrays  successful,  the  Coots  were  said  to 
climb  with  great  persistence. 

The  habit  of  jumping  on  to  a  bank  might  partly  account  for  the  highly 
developed  leg  power  and  the  agility  with  which  Coots  often  managed  to 
scramble  the  last  few  inches  after  hitting  the  wrall.  Only  occasionally 
were  they  seen  to  stand  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  ledge  and  fly  up  writh  the 
short,  steeply  rising  flight  employed  by  Wigeons  or  Mallards,  A.  platy- 
rhynchus ,  in  similar  circumstances. 

(iii)  TUMBLES  ON  LANDING  ON  GROUND.  Coots  often  fell  on 
landing.  These  falls  included  the  stumble  which  brought  the  bird 
down  on  to  its  breast  or  head;  the  leg  collapse,  subsiding  onto  the 
belly;  the  tail  down  posture  wrhen  the  tail  or  vent  touched  the  ground 
first;  the  single  or  double  somersault  forwards  or  sideways.  On 
occasions  birds  had  to  run  very  fast  to  avoid  pitching  forward  on  to 
their  heads,  or  completely  overshot  the  causeway,  that  is  they  seemed 
unable  to  judge  their  airspeed. 

(iv)  TUMBLES  ON  LANDING  ON  WATER.  Coots  jumped  or  flew 
down  to  the  water  from  the  banks,  the  usual  method  of  landing  being 
with  legs  down,  belly  meeting  the  water  next.  Tumbles  included 
pitching  fonvard  so  that  heads  wnre  ducked  or  whole  bodies  wrere 
completely  submerged  (not  diving) ;  ricochet  wrhen  bird  bounced 
clear  of  the  wrater  and  fell  back  again ;  sideways  skid  on  surface  of  the 
wTater,  leaving  a  wake  behind. 

Jumping  or  flopping  down  w’as  more  common  than  flying  down  and 
tumbles  were  often  associated  with  flopping  down  when  other  Coots  were 
flying  down.  Wigeon  always  flew\ 
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The  relative  incidence  of  springing  up  and  flying  up  was  variable. 
Sometimes  only  one  or  two  spring-ups  compared  with  more  than  100 
fly-ups  would  be  seen,  other  days  it  might  rise  to  nearly  50%  of  the  fly- 
ups.  As  a  method  of  progression  it  was  consistently  less  successful,  for 
example  out  of  240  movements  on  one  day  19%  were  spring-ups  and  81% 
fly-ups,  bringing  a  failure  rate  of  41%  and  3-6%  respectively.  The 
maximum  failures  in  springing  up  could  reach  47%,  but  did  not  exceed 
25%  of  the  attempts  to  fly  up  on  any  one  day. 

A  high  occurrence  of  springing  up  could  not  be  equated  with  any 
particular  weather  conditions.  The  fact  that  one  bird  would  spring  up 
in  the  situation  where  50  others  flew  up  points  to  an  individual  preference 
and  it  was  noticed  that  birds  which  failed  would  usually  try  again  by  the 
same  method,  normally  being  successful  at  the  second  try,  but  not  infre¬ 
quently  failing  twice  and  only  succeeding  the  third  time.  Three  successive 
failures  have  however  been  seen.  Individual  birds  have  been  noted  as 
using  both  methods,  that  is  flying  and  springing.  The  idea  that  the 
behaviour  originated  in  the  natural  habitat  is  supported  by  the  persistence 
in  the  activity  despite  the  high  accident  rate. 

In  the  air  the  Coot’s  repertoire  appears  to  be  limited.  The  flapping 
flight  looks  clumsy  and  laboured,  the  soaring,  gliding,  wheeling  and  swooping 
movements  used  by  other  species  are  seldom  or  never  seen.  The  best  ap¬ 
proach  to  these  is  what  might  be  described  as  parachuting,  that  is  drifting 
or  descending  on  outstretched  and  rigidly  held  wings.  Once  a  mistake  or 
miscalculation  had  been  made,  birds  often  seemed  unable  to  correct. 
Only  occasionally  did  one  appear  to  see  that  it  was  going  to  collide  with  the 
wall  or  to  overshoot  the  causeway,  but  in  these  instances  the  attempt  to 
lift  clear  of  the  wall,  to  drop  to  the  ledge  or  the  grass  or  to  halt  forward 
momentum  was  very  clumsy.  The  sheering  turn  that  other  species  might 
have  employed  was  never  used  and  changes  of  direction  in  flight  often 
seemed  to  be  difficult. 

The  lack  of  flexibility  in  the  short  wings  and  of  versatility  of  movement 
may  be  due  to  anatomical  causes  and  must  be  a  factor  in  the  accidents 
and  no  doubt  the  short  tail  is  another  handicap.  However  as  suggested 
below,  these  seem  unlikely  to  be  the  sole  causes. 


Take  Off 

Coots  can  take  off  fairly  directly  from  ground  or  from  water,  though 
they  often  give  the  appearance  of  not  being  able  to  do  so.  The  former 
ability  is  demonstrated  by  the  springing  up  and  the  occasional  short 
steep  flights  from  the  ledges.  When  on  the  causeways,  however,  they 
would  normally  walk  to  the  edge,  or  run  when  alarmed,  and  jump  or 
fly  down.  Only  rarely  did  they  take  off  direct  from  the  grass,  jumping  up 
into  a  strong  wind  or  running  along  and  then  flying  off.  By  contrast, 
Wigeons  always  flew  up  from  the  causeways. 

On  the  basins  Coots  usually  took  off  after  pattering  along  the  surface. 
Watches  on  still  days  when  the  water  was  mirror  smooth  and  it  was  easy 
to  see  the  precise  actions  showed  that  at  times,  for  instance  when  startled, 
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they  would  jump  clear  of  the  water  or  the  ledge  and  drop  back  and  patter 
away  across  the  basin. 

No  accidents  were  ever  seen  at  time  of  take  off. 

Accidents  and  Wind  Strength 

Amid  many  confusing  happenings  one  thing  was  outstanding.  This 
Was  that  under  calm  conditions  many  head  on  collisions  would  take  place, 
conversely  when  windy  most  Coots  could  operate  more  successfully, 
though  some  mishaps,  often  spectacular  ones,  would  occur. 

If  it  was  predictable  that  calm  days  would  bring  more  collisions  and 
accidents,  the  extent  and  incidence  of  these  was  puzzling.  A  frequent 
factor  was  that  accidents  would  go  in  waves.  For  instance,  perhaps  some 
20  or  30  successful  flights  would  be  followed  by  four  collisions  and  seven  or 
eight  tumbles  within  the  next  twelve  fly  ups.  Often  too  after  a  wave  of 
low  approaches  with  collisions  and  near  misses  (birds  only  just  making  the 
edge  of  the  causeway),  the  next  few  would  start  with  the  same  low  and 
level  flight  that  the  others  had  used,  but  would  end  with  an  exaggerated 
lift  over  the  ledge,  taking  them  well  clear  of  the  wall  but  often  ending  with 
a  heavy  tumble — the  last  moment  lift  and  drop  being  more  typical  of  windy 
days. 

There  was  no  outstanding  wind  strength  at  which  Copts  performed 
best  and  it  did  not  seem  possible  to  relate  accidents  wholly  to  upwind, 
crosswind  or  downwind  approaches  from  basin  to  ground.  The  first  was 
most  usually  seen  and  probably  the  easiest  to  perform;  the  last  was  gener¬ 
ally  avoided,  though  sometimes  enforced  by  human  disturbance  and 
sometimes  chosen,  apparently  gratuitously.  On  occasions  quite  difficult 
approaches,  for  instance  straight  down  wind  when  it  was  blowing  strongly, 
were  negotiated  clumsily  but  effectively  by  the  majority  of  birds.  A  few, 
however,  might  start  by  flying  downwind  as  the  others  had  done  but  would 
fail  to  complete  the  final  U  turn  to  bring  their  landing  head  to  wind,  and 
turning  perhaps  only  through  90  degrees,  would  be  caught  and  somer¬ 
saulted  sideways  by  the  wind.  Crosswrind  approaches  could  also  produce 
serious  falls  on  alighting. 

It  should  be  noted  that  on  mosf  of  these  occasions  Wigeon  were  present 
also,  coping  successfully  with  the  same  conditions  and  operating  with  more 
uniformity  of  approach  and  method. 

All  this  suggests  that  Coots  are  unable  accurately  to  assess  wind 
strength  and  direction.  However,  in  apparent  contradiction  of  this,  the 
take-off  usually  seemed  orientated  fairly  precisely  up  wind,  the  change  to 
the  intended  flight  course  taking  place  when  airborne.  Additionally  it 
often  happened  that  birds  hanging  around  on  the  water,  heads  up  and 
facing  the  wind  in  the  usual  pre  fly-up  posture,  apparently  would  respond 
to  a  slight  gust  or  strengthening  of  the  wind  by  flying  up  at  that  time.  If 
this  is  a  valid  observation,  it  could  point  either  to  a  fine  assessment  of  wind 
strength — wrhich  seems  unlikely  in  view  of  the  other  evidence — or  to  an 
interpretation  of  water  movement,  wiiether  by  eye,  ear  or  touch. 

The  contrast  between  few  collisions  on  windy  days  and  many  when  it 
was  calm  could  be  so  marked  that  the  question  must  arise  of  whether 
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different  birds  could  be  involved.  This  seems  to  be  disproved  by  the 
achievements  at  the  second  attempt  of  the  small  number  of  individuals 
whose  second  fly-ups  were  checked  and  by  the  alternating  waves  of  successes 
and  failures.  Also  the  consistency  of  the  counts  indicated  that  there  was 
little  or  no  turnover  in  the  flock,  the  movements  usually  involved  the 
majority  of  those  present  and,  finally,  high  and  low  failure  rates  might  be 
seen  on  successive  or  alternate  days,  as  the  following  examples  show: — 


Date 

Est. 

Total 

No.  on 

No.  fly-ups 

No.  spring-ups 

Beauf. 

count 

basin 

Succ. 

Fail. 

Tot. 

Succ. 

Fail. 

Tot. 

Scale 

watched 

22.12.66 

1 

c.  118 

65-80 

79 

26 

105 

1 

1 

2 

23.12.66 

4 

106  +  * 

50-70 

c.  196 

0 

c.  196 

13 

1 

14 

2.  3.67 

5-6 

90 

90 

c.  150 

0 

c.  150 

4 

0 

4 

4.  3.67 

1-2 

80 

80 

187 

7 

194 

27 

19 

46 

*  Count  not  completed. 

Discussion 

The  activity  at  Barn  Elms  suggests  that  Coots  are  limited  rather  than 
bad  flyers  and  migration  and  other  studies  have  shown  them  to  be  capable 
of  high,  strong  and  distant  flights  (Brown,  1955;  Mitchell,  1955;  Nylund, 
1945).  However,  a  Coot  has  been  recorded  as  being  taken  in  the  air  by  a 
Great  Blackbacked  Gull,  Larus  marinus  (Marshall,  1961)  and  this  again 
indicates  that  their  powers  of  manoeuvre  may  be  slight. 

Head  on  collisions  in  flight  are  not  unknown  in  other  species,  having 
also  been  seen  in  Spotted  Tinamous,  Nothura  maculosa,  which  flew  into 
fences  the  height  of  which  they  seemed  to  have  misjudged  (Hudson,  1920), 
and  in  Hawfinches,  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes.  In  the  case  of  the  latter 
Barlee  (1957)  suggests  that  the  accidents  are  due  to  the  difficulties  in 
steering  created  by  the  short  tail. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  factors  involved  in  landing  are  more 
complicated  than  those  operating  in  taking  off  or  in  maintaining  flight  (Van 
Tyne  and  Berger,  1959)  and  alighting  has  been  shown  to  be  manifestly 
difficult  for  Coots. 

It  may  be  partly  anatomical  factors  which  limit  the  performance  of 
Coots  and  these  may  possibly  contribute  to  the  accidents,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  taking  of  corrective  action,  but  if  faulty  anatomy  was  the  sole 
cause  one  would  expect  the  effects  to  be  more  consistent  both  in  individuals 
and  in  groups.  Lowe  (1928)  suggested  that  the  rails  of  the  oceanic  islands 
had  become  flightless  not  from  any  physical  or  anatomical  handicap  but 
because  they  had  lost  the  faculty  of  flight  or  the  will  to  fly  from  simple 
disuse  of  the  wings.  An  alternative  or  additional  reason  might  be  a 
deficiency  in  one  or  more  of  the  senses,  the  most  likely  to  be  involved  being 
those  of  smell,  touch  or  sight.  Much  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Coots  at 
Barn  Elms  seems  explicable  in  terms  of  limited  or  impaired  ability  to 
assess  the  strength,  and  perhaps  the  direction,  of  the  wind  or  of  the  presence 
or  absence  of  up-currents  or  down-drags  over  the  edge  of  the  basins. 
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In  conclusion  it  is  emphasised  that  during  some  four  months  of  the 
year  this  reservoir  offers  an  opportunity  for  intensive  study  of  limited  and 
reluctant  fliers  in  action.  This  is  something  which  is  infrequently  seen 
and  which  may  reveal  as  much  about  flight  as  does  that  of  more  skilled 
species. 

Summary 

The  status  of  Coots  at  Barn  Elms  is  described.  The  special  features 
of  this  reservoir,  walls  surrounding  basins,  causeways  and  good  grazing, 
are  referred  to  and  the  effects  of  these  on  the  feeding  habits  and  behaviour 
of  the  Coots  in  winter  are  outlined. 

Accidents  among  flying  Coots,  their  reluctance  to  take  off,  their 
limited  technique  in  flight  and  their  difficulties  in  landing  are  described. 
The  influence  of  the  wind  on  the  frequency  and  nature  of  the  accidents  is 
noted  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  deficiencies  in  flying  and  in  alighting 
may  be  due  to  an  impairment  of  one  or  more  of  the  senses  as  well  as  to 
anatomical  causes. 
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Introduction 

OVER  300  contributors  have  sent  in  observations  of  the  birds  they  have 
seen  in  the  London  Area  and  it  is  from  this  great  mass  of  information  that 
the  Systematic  List  has  been  compiled.  The  picture  it  presents  is  never 
complete,  however,  and  to  help  towards  a  more  comprehensive  Report  we 
Would  urge  all  those  who  do  not  send  in  records  to  do  so.  We  shall  be 
very  glad  to  receive  them. 

In  preparing  this  Report  the  Editor  and  his  Committee  have  had 
reluctantly  to  reject  a  certain  number  of  records  that  were  not  supported 
by  sufficient  evidence.  It  is  on  this  account  that  we  draw  your  attention 
to  the  Recording  Arrangements  on  page  7.  Our  work  is  enormously 
helped  when  these  simple  instructions  are  followed.  Field  notes  are  of  the 
utmost  importance.  They  must  be  made  at  the  time  and  should  concentrate 
on  describing  all  the  relevant  details  of  appearance,  flight,  calls,  etc.,  so 
that  those  who  have  to  take  the  responsibility  for  putting  the  record  into 
print  have  at  least  had  the  fullest  possible  description  of  the  bird  seen  upon 
which  to  base  their  decision.  (We  received  this  year  a  record  of  an  Avocet 
which  omitted  to  mention  that  the  bird  was  black  and  white!).  The 
observer’s  reputation  is  not  enough.  A  full  description  is  required  for  all 
species  listed. 

Every  record  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  is  unconvincing 
is  regretted  as  much  by  the  compilers  of  this  Report  as  it  is  by  the  observer. 
The  Recorders,  whose  names  and  addresses  are  given  on  page  8  are 
always  willing  to  help  anyone  who  is  unsure  of  the  type  of  information 
required. 

There  are  three  papers  in  this  Report.  David  Montier  gives  some 
preliminary  results  of  the  work  done  on  the  Atlas  which  will  be  especially 
encouraging  to  those  who  are  looking  after  a  square  or  a  tetrad  or  two. 
Brian  Meadows,  who  has  made  a  close  study  of  the  Black  Redstart,  con¬ 
tributes  a  paper  in  which  both  his  own  and  the  observations  of  a  number 
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of  others  are  combined  to  show  several  interesting,  perhaps  unique,  char¬ 
acteristics  of  this  species’  behaviour.  This  is  a  rare  bird  but  one  that  has 
for  30  years  been  a  true  Londoner.  A  dramatic  increase  in  the  winter 
duck  population  on  the  Thames  at  Woolwich  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by 
the  Editor.  Illustrating  this  paper  is  an  aerial  photograph  which  shows 
the  river  from  Gallions  Reach  to  Purfleet. 

Three  short  notes  are  included  which  deal  with  varying  aspects  of 
metropolitan  birdlife  taken  from  two  of  the  central  parks,  a  sewage  works 
in  an  outer  suburb  and  on  the  Thames  marshes. 
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The  plate  of  a  Sand  Martin  feeding  young  is  from  a  photograph  by 
Man  Parker.  This  remarkable  picture  was  taken  at  a  nesting  colony  at 
Fairlop  gravel  pit,  Barkingside.  Here  Alan  Parker  dug  a  pit  four  feet 
square  alongside  a  nesting  tunnel.  The  side  of  the  nesting  chamber  was 
removed  and  replaced  with  a  sliding  wooden  panel  which  was  opened 
only  when  photographs  were  being  taken.  The  pit  itself  was  roofed  over 
and  made  light-tight. 

When  the  photographer  was  in  the  pit  he  could  see  and  hear  what  was 
going  on  at  the  tunnel  entrance  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  young  Sand 
Martins.  He  heard  the  calls  of  the  adults  as  they  flew  past  the  opening 
and,  like  the  young  birds  in  the  nest,  he  could  soon  distinguish  the  parents’ 
calls  from  those  of  other  Sand  Martins.  An  even  more  unusual  observation, 
however,  was  the  camera  obscura  effect  that  the  tunnel  opening,  some 
feet  from  the  nest,  produced.  Images  of  the  parent  birds  at  the  opening 
and  even  that  of  a  butterflv  as  it  fluttered  there  were  thrown  onto  the  back 
wall  of  the  nest  cavity.  The  photograph,  one  of  a  series  begun  in  1960, 
was  taken  by  electronic  flash  on  a  specially  constructed  monorail  camera. 
We  are  very  grateful  to  Alan  Parker  for  giving  us  this  splendid  photograph 
for  the  enjoyment  of  our  readers. 

Assistance  in  the  exchange  of  records  and  information  was  freely  given 
by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds,  F.  R.  Smith  (Secretary  of  the  B.B.  Rarities 
Committee),  the  officers  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  the  Essex 
Bird  Watching  and  Preservation  Society,  The  Hertfordshire  Natural 
Histoiy  Society,  the  Kent  Ornithological  Society,  the  Surrey  Bird  Club, 
the  Zoological  Society  of  London  and  the  Committee  on  Bird  Sanctuaries 
in  the  Royal  Parks.  Members  also  acknowledge  many  kindnesses  from 
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The  Year 

January 

No  hard  weather  movements  of  note  were  recorded  in  January  as  a 
result  of  the  comparatively  mild  conditions,  but  this  did  not  mean  that 
there  was  no  ornithological  excitement  to  be  found  in  the  Area. 

The  first  day  of  the  year  produced  a  Firecrest  at  Chessington,  a  species 
which  was  to  be  recorded  on  an  unprecedented  number  of  occasions  during 
1969.  A  Dipper,  apparently  of  the  black-bellied  Scandinavian  race,  was 
first  seen  on  the  1 1th  at  North  Cray,  and  remained  in  the  area  until  March 
10th  after  being  ringed  on  February  15th.  The  Bittern  which  was  present 
at  Rye  Meads  at  the  end  of  1968  was  still  there  throughout  January,  and 
was  joined  by  another  on  the  26th,  and  there  were  at  least  three  at  this 
site  by  February  1st,  one  remaining  until  March  28th.  An  escaped 
Goshawk  provided  observers  at  Beddington  sewage  farm  with  the  opportunity 
of  familiarizing  themselves  with  the  field  appearance  of  this  species  from 
January  26th  until  it  was  accidentally  trapped  on  March  15th  and  returned 
to  its  owner.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  seen  at  Rainham  on  the  30th. 

Large  flocks  of  Lapwings  were  reported  at  Dartford  Marshes  where  there 
were  1,200  on  the  12th,  and  at  Staines  Moor  where  there  were  1,000 
on  the  26th.  c.  220  Golden  Plover  on  a  stubble  field  at  Stanborough 
on  the  4th  was  the  largest  flock  of  that  species  to  be  recorded  during  the 
winter  in  the  Area.  Dartford  also  recorded  the  largest  concentration  o* 
Jack  Snipe  with  20  on  the  12th,  and  at  Rainham  a  short  distance  up  river, 
there  were  1,650  Dunlin  on  the  19th.  Such  large  counts  of  waders  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames  in  the  London  Area  are  now  a  regular 
feature  of  the  winter  months.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  comparative 
lack  of  pollution  in  recent  years;  large  numbers  of  duck  also  were  recorded 
as  far  up  the  Thames  as  Woolwich,  and  these  are  the  subject  of  a  paper 
elsewhere  in  this  L.B.R. 

Cormorants  continue  to  increase  in  numbers  on  the  reservoirs  from  year 
to  year,  and  this  is  showm  by  a  record  count  of  c.  130  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res.  on  the  12th.  Two  pairs  of  Herons  started  nest-building  in  Regent’s 
Park  during  the  month  and  subsequently  one  of  them  raised  two  young. 
This  was  the  first  successful  breeding  attempt  in  Inner  London  on  record 
and  was  heartening  after  their  failure  in  the  previous  year  at  this  site. 

February 

After  snow  on  the  7th  cold  weather  set  in  until  the  20th,  and  the  effect 
was  immediately  noticed.  On  the  8th  numbers  of  birds  were  moving  over 
the  London  Area  in  a  mainly  south-westerly  direction,  with  moderate 
numbers  of  Lapwings  and  small  parties  of  Skylarks  being  widely  reported. 
A  movement  on  this  date  of  Fieldfares  over  Danson  Park  and  Clement 
Street  was  estimated  at  500  per  hour.  Starlings  and  Lapwings  were  again 
noted  passing  over  on  the  15th,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  cold  spell  large 
numbers  of  Redwings  and  Fieldfares  were  widely  reported  coming  to 
suburban  gardens  to  feed:  on  the  15th  in  a  12  square  mile  area  at  Ewell/ 
Epsom/Chessington  there  was  an  estimated  2,600  Redwdngs  and  1,250 
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Fieldfares,  and  on  the  18th  221  Fieldfares  were  counted  in  a  small  garden 
at  Weybridge. 

At  Dartford  there  were  30  Knot  on  the  2nd,  and  at  the  same  site  the  Ruff 
count  peaked  at  75+  on  the  23rd.  Only  one  diver  was  recorded  in  the 
Area  during  the  year,  an  oiled  Red-throated  at  Dartford  on  the  23rd. 
Other  unusual  species  recorded  during  the  month  were  a  Peregrine  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  the  2nd,  and  a  Barnacle  Goose  at  Otford  between  the 
16th  and  23rd;  this  latter  bird  was  rather  tame  and  may  have  been  an 
escape.  The  second  and  third  Glaucous  Gulls  of  the  year  Were  reported 
on  the  8th.  at  Poyle  gravel  pit  and  the  Girling  Reservoir  ;  what  was  probably 
the  same  bird  was  reported  at  the  last  site  on  March  3rd. 


March 

As  far  as  unusual  species  are  concerned  the  month  started  in  good  form 
with  a  Hoopoe  on  the  2nd  at  Woldingham,  an  exceptionally  early  date. 
On  the  7th  there  were  five  Short-eared  Owls  at  Rainham,  and  two  Purple 
Sandpipers  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  the  9th  and  1 1th.  A  flock  of  12  Avocets 
at  Holmethorpe  gravel  pit  on  the  16th  alighted  twice  before  moving  off 
in  a  north-easterly  direction  and  a  week  later  there  were  three  at  Rainham. 
A  Gannet  was  found  dead  at  King  George  Y  Reservoir  on  the  22nd,  and 
on  the  29th  there  was  an  unusual  record  of  a  Woodcock  flying  west  over 
Staines  Reservoir.  Brent  Geese  appeared  in  the  month  in  numbers  un¬ 
precedented  in  the  Area:  at  Hainault  on  the  8th  50  were  feeding  in  a 
flooded  meadow  at  dawn  and  later  left  in  a  WNW  direction;  at  Staines 
Reservoir  there  were  22  on  the  11th  and  two  on  the  19th. 

The  first  Wheatear  of  the  year  was  seen  at  Banstead  Heath  on  the  15th, 
the  first  Garganey  at  Cheshunt  gravel  pit  on  the  following  day,  and  on  the 
20th  there  was  a  record  of  12  Sand  Martins  at  Darenth  gravel  pit  isolated 
from  the  main  arrival  of  this  species  which  occurred  in  April.  On  the 
22nd  an  early  Willow  Warbler  was  ringed  at  Rye  Meads. 


April 

A  Cuckoo  on  the  3rd  at  Weybridge  was  an  exceptionally  early  date  for 
this  species  in  recent  years,  and  the  bulk  of  the  summer  migrants  did  not 
start  appearing  until  mid-month:  the  first  House  Martins  appeared  at 
Barn  Elms  and  Ashtead  on  the  10th  and  the  first  Swallow  the  next  day  at 
Fetcham,  rather  late  dates  for  these  two  species.  A  marked  passage  of 
Ring  Ouzels  through  the  Area  took  place  between  the  13th  and  27th  with 
at  least  10  birds  involved.  No  fewer  than  5  Firecrests  were  reported 
between  4th  and  27th:  this  species  is  being  identified  in  the  Area  writh 
increasing  frequency  in  recent  years,  perhaps  because  more  observers 
realize  that  it  is  worth  looking  through  flocks  of  ’crests,  particularly  at 
migration  times. 

Unusual  species  during  the  month  were  a  Peregrine  in  Regent’s  Park  on 
the  7th  and  16th.  a  Buzzard  at  Buxley  gravel  pit  on  the  7th,  and  a  Stone 
Curlew  on  Putney  Heath  on  the  26th,  the  first  record  of  this  species  in  the 
Area  since  1964. 


THE  YEAR 
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May 

A  flock  of  46  Common/ Arctic  Terns  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  the  6th 
included  two  Roseate  Terns.  Two  male  Golden  Orioles  were  reported 
during  the  month,  at  Banstead  Downs  on  the  13th  and  Bricketwood 
Common  on  the  31st.  Highlight  of  the  wader  passage  at  this  time  was 
two  Temminck’s  Stints  at  the  Thamesmead  new  town  site  on  the  11th. 

June  and  the  breeding  season 

As  usual  a  quiet  month  for  migration.  Small  numbers  of  terns  have 
been  a  regular  feature  of  the  mid-summer  previously,  but  a  concentration 
of  Black  Terns  at  Staines  Reservoir  of  c.  30  on  the  10th  and  12th  was  quite 
exceptional.  The  regular  post-breeding  immigration  of  Lapwings, 
originating  on  the  Continent,  was  first  noted  in  the  Area  on  the  2nd. 

The  breeding  season  of  1969  will  be  remembered  for  the  dramatic,  and 
as  yet  not  fully  investigated,  decrease  in  the  breeding  population  of  a 
variety  of  summer  migrants.  This  was  most  striking  in  the  case  of  the 
Whitethroat,  and  in  the  London  Area  the  records  received  showed  a  drop 
in  the  breeding  population  of  no  less  than  79%,  reflecting  the  decrease  felt 
in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

juiy 

As  usual  waders  Were  the  first  to  give  signs  that  the  autumn  return 
migration  was  under  way:  on  the  1 1th  the  first  Wood  Sandpiper  at  Gatton, 
Common  Sandpiper  at  Barn  Elms  and  Ruff  at  Rainham  were  reported, 
and  first  autumn  records  of  other  species  of  waders  were  a  Greenshank 
at  Perry  Oaks  sewage  farm  on  the  12th,  Black-tailed  Godwit  at  Rainham 
on  the  23rd,  Spotted  Redshank  at  Perry  Oaks  sewage  farm  on  the  26th 
and  on  the  following  day  two  Little  Stints  at  Rainham. 

A  Buzzard  was  reported  at  Feltham  on  the  3rd,  and  at  Rainham  between 
27th  and  September  6th  at  least  four  different  Spoonbills  were  seen,  an 
exceptional  series  of  records  bearing  in  mind  the  previous  rarity  of  this 
species  in  the  Area. 

August 

The  most  memorable  feature  of  the  autumn  wader  migration  in  the 
country  as  a  whole  was  the  invasion  of  Curlew  Sandpipers.  In  the  London 
Area  the  highest  numbers  ever  were  reported :  the  first  to  be  seen  were  singles 
at  Dartford  on  the  17th  and  Rainham  on  the  20th.  Numbers  rapidly 
increased  at  the  latter  site  to  a  peak  of  70  on  the  31st,  the  last  being  reported 
there  on  September  17  th.  At  Perry  Oaks  sewage  farm  a  peak  of  39  was 
reached  on  the  29th,  the  last  ones  remaining  until  September  12th.  Other 
species  of  waders  reached  peak  numbers  during  the  month.  There  were 
c.  50  Common  Sandpipers  at  Staines  on  the  3rd,  and  at  Rainham  there 
were  20  Green  Sandpipers  on  the  4th  and  19th,  five  Wood  Sandpipers 
on  the  14th,  and  11  Spotted  Redshanks  on  the  28th.  A  Wood  Sandpiper 
at  Regent’s  Park  on  the  7th  was  the  first  Inner  London  record  for  that 
species  and  there  were  two  Purple  Sandpipers  at  Staines  on  the  9th. 

A  flock  of  190  Black  Terns  was  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  the  5th,  a  quite 
exceptional  number  for  the  London  Area. 
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September 

The  month  opened  with  a  Grey  Phalarope  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir 
which  stayed  until  the  3rd.  Notoriously  a  month  for  rarities,  September 
maintained  its  reputation  in  the  London  Area  with  a  Purple  Heron  at 
Walthamstow  Reservoir  on  the  16th  and  a  Tawny  Pipit  at  Haves  on  the 
29th. 

Numbers  of  Ruff  at  Rainham  reached  a  peak  of  24  on  The  3rd,  and  a 
count  of  36  Sandwich  Terns  at  Dartford  on  the  18th  was  a  high  number 
for  the  London  Area. 

A  heavy  passage  of  Swallows  was  recorded  from  several  areas  on  the  19th, 
during  a  period  when  large  numbers  were  moving  in  Kent.  In  two  hours 
1,400  were  counted  flying  in  a  SSE  direction  over  Worcester  Park,  and 
on  the  same  day  there  were  100  in  Regent’s  Park  and  54  in  Hyde  Park. 
The  first  Fieldfare  was  seen  at  Rainham  on  the  17th,  and  another  on  the 
23rd  at  Worcester  Park. 

October 

The  first  Redwings  were  reported  on  the  5th,  and  on  the  12th  large 
movements  of  this  species  were  reported,  2,000+  being  the  estimated  total 
which  passed  over  Dartford  during  the  day.  The  only  large  autumn 
movement  of  Fieldfares  to  be  reported  was  275  which  flew  west  over  King 
George  VI  Reservoir  on  the  31st.  Starling  numbers  were  also  lower  than 
usual,  the  largest  movement  of  the  month  was  also  on  the  31st  when  a 
total  of  only  2,600  was  reported  from  three  localities. 

Unusual  species  recorded  during  the  month  were  Arctic  Skua  at  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Reservoir  from  the  4th  to  the  8th,  a  Manx  Shearwater  picked  up 
in  a  garden  in  South  Norwood  on  the  6th,  an  immature  Montagu’s  Harrier 
in  Richmond  Park  on  the  1 1th,  a  Firecrest  at  Addington  on  the  13th,  and  a 
Twite  at  Barn  Elms  on  the  28th.  Another  noteworthy  record  was  of  a 
Grey  Plover  flying  N.W.  over  Regent’s  Park  on  the  11th. 

November 

The  autumn  immigration  continued  at  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
mainly  on  the  5th,  when  3,500  Starlings  and  90  Chaffinches  were  seen 
flying  over  Worcester  Park  and  smaller  numbers  of  these  species  were  still 
moving  on  the  6th.  Skylarks,  Fieldfares,  Redwings  and  Bramblings  wrere 
also  on  the  move  in  small  numbers  at  this  time.  During  a  period  of  cold 
weather  with  snow  at  the  end  of  the  month,  a  small  but  marked  movement 
was  widely  reported.  During  this  period  3,000  Redwings  flew  north  over 
Burgh  Heath  in  six  hours  on  the  27th.  After  snow  on  the  28th  c.  750  Lap¬ 
wings  flew  sourth-west  in  an  hour  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  over  Walton 
reservoir,  and  other  smaller  movements  of  this  species  and  also  Skylarks, 
Fieldfares  and  Redwings  were  widely  reported. 

A  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Rainham  on  the  5th  was  the  fourth  record  for 
the  London  Area.  There  are  unconfirmed  rumours  that  this  bird  wras 
trapped  and  ringed  and  was  present  for  several  days,  but  this  w*as  the  only 
date  on  which  it  was  reported  to  the  recorders.  Other  unusual  species 
were  Leach’s  Petrel  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  a 
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Firecrest  at  Ruxlcy  on  the  20th  (bringing  the  total  to  eight  for  the  year  in 
the  Area)  and  two  Little  Auks  at  Staines  reservoir  on  the  24th.  Birds  of 
prey  featured  at  the  end  of  the  month  with  a  male  Peregrine  at  Potters  Bar 
on  the  29th,  a  Common  Buzzard  in  the  Hampstead  Heath  area  on  the 
29th  and  30th,  and  a  Rough-legged  Buzzard  over  Walthamstow  Reservoir 
on  the  30th.  At  least  four  Bitterns  were  at  Rye  Meads  on  the  8th:  up  to 
three  were  recorded  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  singles  were 
reported  from  three  other  sites;  quite  exceptional  numbers  of  this  species 
for  the  Area. 

December 

Noteworthy  among  the  unusual  species  seen  in  the  Area  during  the  month 
were  a  “ringtail”  Hen  Harrier  flying  east  along  the  River  Mole  at  Cobham 
on  the  6th  and  a  male  Peregrine  at  Staines  on  the  17th. 

Lapwing  were  on  the  move  after  snow  on  the  5th,  the  largest  flocks  being 
reported  from  Clement  Street  writh  c.  400  flying  west  on  the  7th.  On  the 
15th  123  flew  west  in  a  J  hour  at  Staines.  Golden  Plovers  reached  a  peak 
of  250  on  Staines  Moor  on  the  19th,  and  on  the  14th  there  were  20  Ruff 
at  Dartford  and  there  were  25  Knot  at  the  same  site  on  the  28th.  Large 
numbers  of  duck  were  again  present  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames 
and  Pintail  reached  a  total  of  330  at  Woolwich  on  the  28th,  by  far  the 
highest  number  of  this  species  ever  recorded  in  the  Area. 


Recording  Arrangements 

THE  Society’s  recording  area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius 
centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Catheral.  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from 
members  and  non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  recorder,  taking  care  that  the  localities  are  entered  in  the  correct 
county. 

It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording 
sheets  are  used  and  these  are  available  from  the  recorders  on  request. 
Please  complete  these  sheets  in  Wetmore  Order  (as  used  in  the  London  Bird 
Report ),  and  submit  them  in  July  for  the  period  from  January  to  June,  and 
in  early  January  for  July  to  December.  In  the  case  of  localities  which  are 
regularly  watched  it  is  often  more  convenient  to  submit  a  summary  of 
observations  under  species  rather  than  a  long  list  of  dates  and  numbers. 

Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  the  species  indicated  below,  using 
a  separate  sheet  of  paper  for  each  species.  If  the  species  is  also  one  which 
should  be  considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in 
British  Birds,  Vol.  59,  No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305),  please  send  your 
notes  to  that  Committee  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy, 
advising  him  that  the  record  has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you 
submit  your  record  sheets. 
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All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

All  divers 

*  Slavonian  Grebe.  Red-necked 
and  Black-necked  Grebes  other 
than  at  regular  haunts. 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 

*A11  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
Ml  w’aders  of  irregular  occurrence 
Ml  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland 
and  Little  Gulls  and  Kittiwake 


*A11  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
Ml  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
* Wryneck  outside  regular  haunts 
Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  A.s.  petrosus 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  mutants  of  Motacilla flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.f.  flavissima 
Waxwing 
*A11  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 

(*  entry  amended  since  last  year). 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publicadon  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not 
only  of  readers  today  but  also  those  w'ho  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the 
future,  all  of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based 
entirely  on  correct  identification  supported  by  evidence.lt  should  be 
stressed  that  inclusion  in  the  above  list  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a 
detailed  and  lengthy  description  is  needed:  brief  notes  will  often  be  accept¬ 
able  for  the  more  regular  species,  or  those  of  particularly  diagnostic  appear¬ 
ance.  Howrever  such  brief  descriptions  should  always  include  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  also  contain  relevant  remarks  on,  for 
example,  diagnostic  call-notes  or  plumage  marks  noted,  or  the  observer’s 
previous  experience  of  the  species. 


Recorders 

* 

Inner  London  ... 
Bucks,  and  Middx. 
Essex 
Herts 


R.  C.  Green,  27  Haddon  Court,  Trinity 
Way,  East  Acton,  W.3. 

C.  W.  Westwood,  The  Lodge,  Town 
Lane,  Stairwell,  Staines,  Middlesex. 
B.  S.  Meadows,  20  Bell  Lane,  Brox- 
bourne,  Hertfordshire. 

R.  F.  Sanderson,  106  Dugdale  Hill 
Lane,  Potters  Bar. 
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Surrey  ...  ...  ...  ...  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 

Kingston  Vale,  S.W.15. 

Kent  ...  ...  ...  ...  D.  J.  Holman,  51  Courtney  Road, 

Colliers  Wood,  S.W.19. 

Note: — Records  for  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in 
the  county  bordering  the  river  to  the  south,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 


Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List 


J.  Allen 
N.  Allen 
M.  J.  Ardley 

J.  A.  Astle 

M.  E.  Baines 

D.  A.  Baker 

K.  Baker 

L.  Baker 
P.  Ball 

N.  R.  Barden 
J.  A.  Barker 

J.  R.  Barnes  (jRBa) 

C.  J.  Barratt 

K.  Barrett 

M.  J.  Barrett 

A.  W.  Bartlett 
P.  A.  Baumber 

I.  R.  Beames 

J.  H.  Beeby 
J.  Benson 

R.  G.  Bentall 
Beddington  Ringing 

Station  (brs) 
Dr.  G.  Beven 
J.  R.  Bexley 
Miss  S.  A.  Bills 
J.  D.  Bishop 
R.  M.  Blindell 

C.  Boase 

P.  F.  Bonham 
J.  Booker  (jBr) 

D.  A.  Boyd  (DABd) 

Miss  E.  P.  Brown 
M.  Brown  (MBn) 

R.  S.  Brown 

M.  Bullock 


D.  Burchfield 
R.  W.  Burrows  (rwbs) 
R.J.  Buxton 
R.  W.  Byrne 
P.  Caldarara  (pea) 

G.  G.  Cambell 
Dr.  B.  Campbell 

F.  R.  Cannings 

B.  F.  Cape 

A.  G.  Channer 

G.  M.  Chapman 

P.  L.  Chasteauneuf 
D.  K.  Chesterman 

A.  K.  Child 
J.  G.  Chipperfield 
D.  A.  Christie 

C.  R.  A.  Clegg 

J.  R.  H.  Clements 
M.  Coath 
R.  K.  Coles 

A.  Corkett 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

M.  J.  Cowlard 
P.  Crawford 
P.  H.  Crook 
Miss  Carey 
V/.  H.  Dady 

G.  J.  R.  Dagnall 
W.  J.  Darter 
Hartford  Ringing 

Group  (drg) 
L.  J.  Davenport 

B.  R,  Davies 
Miss  R.  Davis 
J.  R.  Davy 

P.  M.  Dawe 


E.  J.  Dawson 

J.  R.  Day  (jRDay) 

D.  Dean  (DDn) 

Miss  E.  Dearberg 
M.  K.  Dennis 
Mrs.  E.  Doherty  (EDy) 
R.  Dowsett 

F.  Duke 

C.  H.  Dunkley 

D.  Dunn 
M.  J.  Dyke 
J.  C.  Eaton 

A.  M.  Edwards 

G.  Elcombe 
M.  J.  Everett 
R.  Fermer 

B.  W.  Finch 
M.  Fitch 

J.  Fitzpatrick 
Miss  K.  G.  Foot 
R.  H.  B.  Forster 

E.  M.  Forsyth  (EMFh) 

E.  W.  Forty 

FI.  B.  Fossey 
J.  B.  Fowler 
J.  G.  Francis 

D.  V.  Freshwater 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Fuller 
A.  Galton 
D.  J.  Garbutt 

R. J.  Gardner 

C.  F.  Garner 
A.  Gasson  (AGn) 

H.  T.  Gatley 

S.  T.  Gatley 
G.  V.  Geiger 
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P.  G.  Geiger 
R.  W.  George 
A.  Gibbs  (ags) 

E.  H.  Gillbam 
T.  W.  Gladwin 
D.  ap.  Glynn 
A.  P.  Goddard 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 
Mrs.  D.  Goldsmith 
A.  E.  Goodall 

G.  C.  Gore 
M.  G.  Gotts 
P.  J.  Grant 
R.  C.  Green 
V.  A.  Green 

H.  F.  Greenfield 
Greenwich  Park 

Report  (gpr) 
R.  Griffiths 
G.  H.  Gush 
T.  A.  Guyatt 

V.  F.  Hancock 
R.  Harbird 

R.  C.  Hardie  (RCHe) 

C.  R.  Harding 
A.  J.  Harmar 

D.  G.  Harris 
M.  A.  Harris 
Miss  P.  Harris 

M.  Harvey 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hazell 
Miss  M.  M.  Heather 

J.  Hemmings 

J.  Henderson  (jHn) 

T.  V.  Henderson 

K.  J.  Herber 
Hersham  Ringing 

Group  (hrg) 

N.  D.  Hewitt 
R.  Hide  (rhc) 

D.  Higgins  (dhs) 

P.  Higgins 

G.  J.  Hinchon 
P.  R.  Hipkin 
R.  Hoadley  (RHy) 

D.  R.  Hodge 
C.  A.  Holborow 

W.  M.  Holborow 


A.  J.  Holcombe 
P.  Holland  (PHd) 

P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

C.  Holme 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

R.  C.  Homes 

D.  Hook 

G.  P.  Hooton 

S.  D.  Housden 
C.  Hughes  (chs) 

J.  W.  Hughesdon 
Lord  Hurcomb  (h)' 
R.  A.  Husband 

A.  M.  Hutson 
R.  Hyder  (RHr) 

W.  R.  Ingram 

H.  Isen-Porter 
N.  Iunguis 

J.  Jack 

J.  Jobling  (jjg) 

R. J. Johns 

A.  Johnson 

I.  G.  Johnson 
F.  H.  Jones 
H.  Jones 

H.  W.  Jones 

K.  R.  Jones 
Miss  P.  Jones 
R.  E.  Jones 
R.  T.  Joslin 

A.  S.  Keith 
R.  H.  Kettle 

M.  S.  King 
P.  J.  Knight 
K.  Landon 

Mrs.  Y.  M.  Laver 

T.  J.  Lawrence 
R.  F.  Leighton 

N.  Lewis 

T.  J.  Lewis  (tjls) 
P.  B.  Lowe 
P.  H.  Mabey 
F.  G.  McColl 

J.  D.  Magee 

B.  A.  Marsh 
A.  R.  Marshall 
N.  Marshall 

F.  F.  B.  Martin 


Mrs.  J.  Martin 
J.  H.  N.  Mason 
J.  Matthews  (jms) 

A.  May  per  ehg 
P.  T.  McSweeney 

J.  V.  Mead 

B.  S.  Meadows  (bsms) 
M.  Meadows 

W.  G.  Meadows 
H.  P.  Medhurst 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier 

L.  Mulford 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 
A.  F.  Mussellwhite 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Mussellwhite 
T.  Neal 

J.  B.  Neath 
R.  J.  Newton 

K.  Noble 

Miss  E.  M.  Nodey 

C.  Ogston 
P.  J.  Oliver 
K.  C.  Osborne 
A.  R.  J.  Paine 

K.  H.  Palmer 
R.  Palmer 

A.  Parker 
A.  C.  Parker 

D.  Parr 

Mrs.  E.  Parrinder 

C.  H.  F.  Parsons 
R.  E.  F.  Peal 
Lady  E.  R.  Pedler 
Sir  F.  J.  Pedler 

D.  C.  Pegram 

R.  W.  Peters 
W.  H.  Peters 

E.  W.  Phillips-Jones 

S.  R.  Pomerry 

C.  Prescott 

L.  E.  Pritchard 

D.  M.  Putman 

F.  Riley 

M.  A.  T.  Rivington 

P.  F.  C.  Rumsev 

/ 

D.  Rusling 
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Rye  Meads  Ringing 

A.  W.  Steer 

G.  Warren 

Group  (rmrg) 

A.  Stewart 

R.  B.  Warren 

A.  E.  Sadler 

P.  J.  Strangeman  (pjsn) 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Washer 

B.  L.  Sage 

Miss  D.  Summers 

G.  Watkin-Williams 

R.  F.  Sanderson 

Miss  C.  J.  Taylor 

A.  J.  Watson 

G.  E.  Savage 

G.  Taylor 

B.  R.  Watts 

K.  Saxon 

B.  W.  Thomas 

J.  A.  Webb 

J.  Scheck 

K.  V.  Thompsett 

D.  Webster 

M.  Scheck 

D.  A.  Thompson 

M.  J.  Wells 

Miss  E.  M.  Seabrook 

E.  M.  Thwaites 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Weston 

P.  J.  Sellar 

M.  E.  Tibbett  per  rmb 

G.  W.  Westwood 

J.  Seymour  (jsr) 

R.  Tomlinson 

T.  Wheeler 

Miss  E.  M.  Sheen 

J.  E.  Treganna 

C.  A.  White 

Mrs.  C.  Shepperson 

M.  Tugenhat 

R.  V.  White 

A.  P.  Simes 

R.  E.  Turley 

J.  P.  Widgery 

A.  J.  Smith 

D.  M.  Turner-Ettlinger 

R.  P.  Widgery 

Miss  B.  Smith 

Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

A.  Wilkins 

J.  T.  Smith 

E.  D.  Urquhart 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

R.  E.  Smith 

J.  O.  N.  Vickers 

J.  Williamson 

W.  J.  T.  Spencer 

Mrs.  M.  Waller 

D.  Willis  (dws) 

Miss  E.  K.  Springett 

M.  J.  Walport  (Mjwt) 

J.  F.  Willis 

T.  Squire 

R.  N.  Warburg 

D.  Wood 

R.  St.  John 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 

J.  H.  Wood 

Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 

D.  Warren 

R.  H.  D.  Young 

Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1969 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF 
ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

THIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “Check-List  of 
the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore 
classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List 
where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are 
those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in 
January,  1953  ( B.B. ,  46:1). 

All  records  are  for  1969  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose 
name(s)  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  9. 
The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by 

their  initials,  viz. : — E  =  Essex;  H  =  Herts. ;  M  =  Middlesex ;  B  =  Bucks.; 
K  =  Kent;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are  partly  in 
Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are  published  under  Essex, 
following  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Glegg  in  his  histories  of  the  birds 
of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935).  The  following  abbreviations  are 
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also  used: — B.B.  =  British  Birds  magazine;  E.B.R.  =  Essex  Bird  Report; 
L.B.R.=  London  Bird  Report;  G.P.  =gravel  pit;  Res.  =  reservoir,  S.F.  = 
sewage  farm;  S.P.  =sandpit;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.,  are  used  for  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the  general  direction 
of  flight;  mo  =  many  observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreci¬ 
ation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species  is 
intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  and  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of  the  L.B.R.  is 
recommended. 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  an  oiled  bird  on  Feb.  23rd  (drg). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

In  the  early  months  numbers  were  low  with  a  maximum  of  305  on 
Feb.  16th,  of  which  156  were  at  Walthamstow  Res.  The  maximum 
in  the  autumn  on  the  monthly  counts  was  626  on  Sept.  14th,  a  very 
similar  total  to  1968.  The  big  difference  with  some  higher  figures  in 
the  past  arises  from  the  absence  of  the  large  concentrations  occurring 
in  former  years  on  Queen  Alary  Res. 

Breeding  season  records  of  pairs,  except  where  otherwise  stated,  are 
given  below: — 

E  Corbet  &  Tey  (1),  Chigwell  waterworks  (1),  Hainault  Forest  (1), 
Fishers  Green /Nazeing  G.Ps.,  (5  +  ),  North  Ockendon  (2),  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.  (6,  lowest  for  15  years.  There  were  60  non-breeding  birds 
on  one  reservoir  compared  with  a  normal  30).  Wanstead  Park  (3). 
H  Broxbourne  G.P.  (1),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (2),  Maple  Lodge  (1),  Pyne- 
field  G.P.  (1),  Rye  Meads  (4),  St.  Albans,  Frogmore  (2),  Springwell 
G.P.  (2),  Stocker’s  Lake  (3),  West  Hyde  G.P.  (2). 

M  Brent  Res.  (1),  Denham  Lock  (10  adults  but  no  juveniles  on  pits  to 
the  S.E.  on  June  1st),  Littleton  and  Shepperton  G.Ps.,  (bred), 
Osterley  Park  (1). 

K  Darenth  G.P.  (8),  Dartford  Marshes  (1),  Northfleet  G.P.  (1),  Ruxley 
G.P.  (3),  Stone  (2),  Sutton-at-Hone  G.Ps.  (3). 

5  Gatton  Park  (2),  Godstone  town  pond  (1),  Little  Heath  pond  (1), 
Norwood  Lake  (1),  Richmond  Park  (2),  Thorpe  G.Ps.  (7). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  1 1th  to  15th  (jf),  June  1st  to  30th 
and  from  Sept.  6th  to  Oct.  31st;  a  second  bird  from  Oct.  12th  to  21st 
(jce,  jf)  may  have  been  the  one  on  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Sept.  17th 
(jce)  and  Oct.  9th  (kn).  William  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  16th 

(Jce). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (arjp),  Nov.  23rd  and  Dec. 
19th  (mc,  irb).  Queen  Alary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  (mc).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (gde,  ewf'-j),  Oct.  28th  (gde)  and  from  Nov. 
1st  tO  15th  (jRB,  IGJ,  EWP-J,  JAH). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  4th  to  6th  (irb,  gjh).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  one  on  Oct.  31st  (dp).  Molesey  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (msk,  dp), 
two  on  Feb.  22nd  and  Mar.  2nd  (dab,  gcg),  and  one  until  Apr.  14th 
(mc,  co)  ;  one  from  Nov.  2nd  to  Dec.  20th  was  ringed  on  Nov.  23rd 
(co)  and  two  from  Dec.  21st  to  27th  (gcg,  gjh).  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (gjh). 

A  study  of  the  records  shows  that  only  two  birds  may  have  been 
involved  in  the  records  from  Sept.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Mar.  15th  to  Apr.  13th  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (gjh),  Oct.  19th  (jrb),  Nov.  16th 
to  22nd  (mc,  gcg),  and  Dec.  31st  (rwb).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb. 
15-1 6th  (irb,  cww),  Oct.  15th  (gjh)  and  Dec.  17th  and  19th  (irb, 
gde).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Nov.  26th  (mo). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  an  immature  on  Dec.  26th  (mc). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (kb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  4th  ( RStj )  and  one  to  two  from  Sept.  23rd  to  Oct.  12th  (mo). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  8th  (jRBa) . 

Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (ehw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two 
Mar.  9th- 11th,  one  Mar.  20th-21st  and  two  on  Apr.  7th  (na,  ap). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  (jonv). 

Staines  Res.,  up  to  three  in  Jan.,  one  May  1 7th-2 1  st,  July  14th-15th 
and  23rd  to  27th  (two  on  26th),  four  on  Aug.  3rd,  max.  of  nine  in 
Aug.  and  14  in  Sept.,  eight  on  Oct.  10th,  five  on  the  12th,  four  on 
Nov.  1st  and  one  until  the  30th  when  there  were  two  (mo). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  Aug.  29th-30th  and  Sept.  7th  (jdm,  pjsn). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  5th  and  four  on  12th,  three  on  Mar. 
16th  and  30th,  five  on  Oct.  13th,  ten  on  19th,  six  on  31st,  four  on  Nov. 
16th  and  24th  and  two  on  Dec.  28th  (dp).  Molesey  Res.,  one  on 
Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  7th  (co). 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities  are  in  italics  and  others  refer  to  pairs  in 
breeding  season  not  proved  to  breed. 

E  Dagenham  Chase ,  N.  Ockendon  G.Ps.,  Rainham  (Berwick  Pond), 
Wanstead  Park  (four  pairs). 

H  Hadley  Wood  Lake ,  Hamper  Mill  G.P.,  Maple  Cross,  Rye  Meads  (two 
pairs),  St.  Albans.  A  count  of  20  on  Broxbourne  G.Ps.  was  the  highest 
for  the  area. 

M  Brent  Res.,  Bushy  Park,  London  Airport,  Charlton/Sunbury  G.Ps. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Erith  Marsh  (one  pair  bred  cf.  five  nests  found  in  1968), 
Petts  Wood,  Plumstead,  Ruxley  G.P. 

S  Ashtead  Park,  Bookham  Common,  Epsom  Common,  Esher  (Black  Pond), 
Gatton  Park,  Holmethorpe  G.P.  (two  pairs),  Littleheath  Pond  (two  pairs), 
Reigate  Priory,  R.  Mole  at  Stoke  D'Abernon  (three  pairs),  Thorpe  G.Ps. 
Arty  additions  to  this  list  would  be  welcome. 
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12  Leach’s  Petrel 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  1st  (mc,  gjh)  was  fully  described. 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

S  South  Norwood,  single  birds  were  picked  up  exhausted  in  gardens  on 
Sept.  9th,  1968,  and  Oct.  6th,  1969.  Both  were  rehabilitated  by  ts 
and  released  in  good  health  at  Brighton.  The  1969  record  was  of  a 
bird  of  the  year. 

27  Gannet 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Mar.  22nd  (jf). 

28  Cormorant 

Higher  numbers  were  recorded  once  again  when  dg  made  a  dusk 
count  of  c.  130  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Jan.  12th.  There  were 
104  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Mar.  9th,  equal  to  the  previous  highest 
count.  With  such  numbers  in  the  Area  there  are  inevitably  many 
records,  including  up  to  five  at  a  time  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens.  There  are,  however,  surprisingly  few  reports  for  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Thames  in  the  Area. 

29  Shag 

E  R.  Lea,  one  on  the  river  on  Mar.  26th  (bsms)  and  at  Nazeing  G.Ps., 
on  Apr.  7th  (hpm).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Mar. 
9th  (jf). 

M  Single  birds  on  five  dates  from  Nov.  27th  to  Dec.  20th  at  Queen  Mary, 
King  George  VI  and  Staines  Resrs. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (htg,  stg). 

S  Norwood  Lake,  one  on  Mar.  5th  (wjts).  Thames,  one  between 
Putney  Bridge  and  Barn  Elms  on  Mar.  16th  snatched  bread  from  a 
Mallard  (gjh).  Inner  London:  three  at  Waterloo  on  Mar.  24th  and 
one  on  26th  (mc). 

30  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.  86  pairs  nested. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  started  nesting  in  Jan.,  one 
staying  to  fledge  two  young  successfully  (EMFh,  rcg  et.  all). 

S  Gatton  Park,  five  pairs  nested  (rhbf).  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  settled  in 
deep  water  on  Jurie  15th,  seized  a  fish  and  flew  off  with  it,  “swimming 
action  like  a  giant  Moorhen”  (ghg). 

31  Purple  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (bsms),  the  fourth  record  in  the 
Area. 

38  Bittern 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  26th  (mb,  jce).  R. 
Lea,  one  between  Broxbourne  and  Nazeing  on  Oct.  23rd  (bsms). 
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H  Rye  Meads,  one  seen  in  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1968  stayed  on  through  Jan. 
and  on  the  26th  there  were  two.  On  Feb.  1st  three  were  feeding 
together  and  one  remained  until  Mar.  28th,  with  possibly  a  second 
one  still  there  up  to  Feb.  23rd.  Evidence  suggests  that  there  were 
at  least  four  in  an  adjoining  field  on  Nov.  8th  (rmrg).  Stanborough 
Reed  Marsh,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (twg). 

M  Hadley  Woods,  one  flushed  at  Beech  Hill  Lake  on  Jan.  10th  (ag). 

42  Spoonbill 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  immature  July  27th-28th,  two  immatures  from 
July  30th  to  Aug.  11th  (tjl,  kn)  and  two  adults  on  Sept.  6th  (bwf, 
sdh).  “Four  different  birds  during  the  autumn”  (ret). 

WILDFOWL 

As  usual  summaries  based  on  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  are  given 
in  heavy  type,  and  refer  to  the  winter  of  1969  to  1970  rather  than  the 
calendar  year  except  where  stated. 

Mandarin 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  drake  throughout  year  and  a  duck  on  Aug.  14th 
(mjw).  Potters  Bar,  a  drake  and  two  ducks  on  Apr.  13th  and  three 
ducks  later,  the  first  seen  in  district  (rfs). 

S  irb  made  a  very  thorough  study  of  this  species  and  found  between  55 
and  60  pairs  along  or  near  the  R.  Mole  between  Mickleham  and 
Esher.  Breeding  proved  at  Bookham  Common  (crac),  Black  Pond, 
Esher  (dg),  Leatherhead,  R.  Mole  (dp)  Little  Heath  Pond  (bfc) 
Norbury  Park  (ffbm)  and  Woodlands  Park  (dp).  The  largest  flocks 
were  29  at  Bookham  Common  on  Aug.  28th  and  c.  30  on  Dec.  27th, 
and  42  at  Stoke  D’Abernon  on  Oct.  29th  feeding  on  acorns. 

45  Mallard 

The  winter  of  1969-70  showed  little  change  from  1968-69,  the 
average  for  the  four  mid-winter  counts  being  3,540  compared 
with  3,670.  The  pattern  was,  however,  rather  different,  as 
there  were  fewer  ducks  in  December,  3,254  compared  with 
4,423  +  ,  but  more  in  February,  4,177  compared  with  3,226+. 
Numbers  in  Nov.,  Dec.  and  March  were  very  similar  in  the 
two  years. 

H  Highest  count  was  456  at  Rye  Meads  on  Nov.  2nd.  Ten  nests  found 

at  this  locality. 

M  Bushy  Park,  young  reared  at  all  ponds.  Hampton  Court,  about  50 
pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  27  broods  seen  in  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  three  in  Holland  Park  and  35  in  Regent’s  Park. 
St.  James’s  Park,  a  duck  and  six  young  on  Jan.  26th  and  a  nest  with 
14  eggs  on  Nov.  24th  (am)  were  on  unusual  dates  even  for  this  species; 
max.  autumn  count  230-240,  including  young,  in  mid- Aug.  and  early 
Sept.  Two  W.A.G.B.I.  ringed  birds,  presumably  hand-reared,  rel¬ 
eased  at  Abberton  on  July  4th,  1968,  were  found  dead  in  1969,  as 
was  a  W.A.G.B.I.  ringed  bird  released  in  Berks,  on  July  2nd,  1967. 
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K  R.  Thames  at  Woolwich,  up  to  500  from  Jan.  to  March,  up  to  700 
in  Nov.  and  up  to  500  in  Dec.  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  31-32  broods  (pjsn).  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  12  broods  (ghg). 

46  Teal 

The  welcome  improvement  in  the  previous  winter  was  main- 
tallied  in  1969-70,  a  monthly  average  of  1,157  comparing  with 
1,180.  The  total  of  1,609  in  Jan.  was  the  highest  yet  recorded 
and  1,344  in  Feb.  was  the  third  highest  monthly  count. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  200  on  Feb.  25th  not  included  in  the  above  summary 
(kn)  .  One  pair  summered  and  a  juvenile  seen  on  Sept.  4th  (rfl)  . 
H  Hadley  Wood  Lake,  a  duck  in  dense  vegetation  on  July  19th  may 
have  had  young  (bsms). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  maxima  of  627  in  Jan.  and  786  in  Dec. 

K  R.  Thames  at  Woolwich,  up  to  450  Jan. -Mar.  and  in  Nov.  (rvw) 
increasing  to  700+  on  Dec.  28th  (dpi). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  c.  450  on  Jan.  5th  and  c.  500  on  Dec.  28th  (dp). 

47  Carganey 

B  Denham,  a  duck  on  Aug.  13th  (igj). 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (jts)  and  up  to  six  on  various  dates 
between  July  28th  and  Sept.  9th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  two  on  Mar.  16th  (rfl).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up  to 
.five  in  Sept.  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  a  duck  on  March  9th  and  one  on 
five  dates  between  July  12th  and  Sept.  7th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  24th  (gjhr).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Aug. 

23rd  (ap,  jah).  Stanwellmoor  G.Ps.,  one  on  May  30th  (na). 

S  Holmethorpe  sandpits,  five  on  Aug.  18th  (rhbf,  dp). 

49  Gadwall 

Except  in  December,  when  some  appear  to  have  been  missed, 
the  monthly  counts  ranged  from  39  to  56. 

An  unusual  number  of  breeding  records.  A  selection  of  other  records 
is  given. 

E  Fishers  Green  G.Ps.,  four  on  Feb.  15th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on 
Feb.  3rd,  four  on  Mar.  28th  and  one  on  Oct.  19th. 

H  Cheshunt,  five  on  Jan.  12th,  a  pair  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and 
with  six  young  three-quarters  grown  on  July  24th.  Eight  on  Nov. 
16th  (rfl). 

M  Brent  Res.,  max.  of  14  in  Jan.,  first  recorded  in  late  summer  on  Aug. 
8th,  when  there  were  two,  rising  to  a  peak  of  36  on  Sept.  14th  and 
decreasing  again  to  four  on  Oct.  15th  when  they  were  last  seen. 
There  is  some  suggestion  of  movement  within  the  area  as  there  were 
two  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Oct.  19th  and  four  on  Nov.  22nd, 
and  four  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Oct.  26th  rising  to  nine  On  Nov.  29th 
and  seven  on  Dec.  6th.  Kempton  Res^,  one  on  Nov.  1st.  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  27th  and  three  on  Nov.  29th. 
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K  Ruxley  G.Ps.,  up  to  four  in  Jan.  and  Feb.,  a  nest  with  12  eggs  on 
May  7th,  which  was  later  robbed,  and  a  brood  of  eight  young  oil 
July  10th.  Up  to  ten  in  Oct. -Dec.  (fjh).  Woolwich,  two  on  R. 
Thames  on  Feb.  22nd  and  four  Dec.  27th-28th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  in  first  half  was  26,  one  brood  of  10  young  seen 
in  June  and  max.  of  44  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Godstone,  pair  with 
at  least  five  young  on  June  22nd  (jdm). 

5®  Wigeon 

The  slight  improvement  on  wildfowl  count  dates  in  1968-69 
was  not  maintained.,  the  average  of  the  mid-winter  counts 
falling  to  120  due  to  low  numbers  in  Nov.-Dee.  After  the 
count  on  Jan.  12th,  however,  there  was  an  influx  at  Staines 
and  although  the  new  arrivals  did  not  stay  the  February  count 
was  the  highest  for  that  month  since  1961=62  even  if  still  well 
under  half  the  maximum  for  that  year. 

Flocks  of  100  or  over  were  recorded  at  Aveley,  100  on  Jan.  5th  and 
Feb.  9th,  Rainham,  200  on  Mar.  2nd,  King  George  VI  Res.,  Ill  on 
Jan.  12th,  and  Staines,  300  on  Jan.  18th,  200  in  Feb.  and  120  on  Dec. 
23rd.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  not  included  in  the  summary,  had  52  on 
Jan.  12th  and  Feb.  16th. 

51  Pintail 

Quite  exceptional  numbers  were  recorded  for  the  lower  Thames 
reaches  within  our  Area.  All  records  of  over  five  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  regularly  recorded  with  max.  of  12  on  Jan.  2nd 
and  Feb.  3rd  (dws,  kn). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  at  least  three  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Jan.  19th  (mo). 
K  Dartford  marshes,  100  flying  over  on  Feb.  16th  (drg)  Swanscombe, 
20  on  Jan.  12th  and  12  on  Feb.  16th  (rvw).  Woolwich,  up  to  130  on 
R.  Thames  in  Jan.,  up  to  80  in  Feb.  ,  1 10  on  Mar.  1st  and  16  on  Apr. 
4th.  The  first  in  winter  was  a  drake  on  Nov.  2nd,  increasing  to  15 
later  in  the  month.  In  Dec.  c.  200  on  the  21st  and  330  on  the  28th 
(dpi,  jfw,  rvw). 

53  Shoveler 

Cositiriumg  the  trend  in  1968-69  the  average  of  the  three  counts 
which  were  almost  complete  was  the  highest  yet  with  229. 
The  Jam.  and  Feb.  figures  for  1970  were  also  records,  and  the 
Nov.  1969  total  was  only  three  below  the  previous  peak  for 
that  month.  Dec.  was  incomplete  but  would  almost  certainly 
have  been  a  record. 

Major  concentrations,  breeding  season  records  and  the  more  inter¬ 
esting  notes  follow: — 

E  King  George  V  and  Girling  Resrs.,  up  to  37  in  Jan. -Feb.  and  135  on 
Dec.  14th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  on  June  15th  and  six  on 
Aug.  24th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  of  which  one  had  nine 
young  on  Apr.  29th. 
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H  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  on  Apr.  19th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  max.  33  on  Sept.  27th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  max.  64 
on  Oct.  23rd.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  143  on  Feb.  22nd.  Staines 
Res.,  40  on  Jan.  5th,  90  on  Sept.  10th  and  40  on  Dec.  6th,  Stanwell- 
moor  G.P.,  one  on  May  30th.  S unbury  Charlton  pits,  a  drake  on 
June  14th. 

K  Ruxley,  three  pairs  on  Mar.  10th.  Woolwich,  max.  on  R.  Thames 
nine  on  March  22nd. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  11th  and  a  drake  on  12th  and  19th. 
Island  Barn  Res.,  40+  on  Oct.  19th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  118 
on  Sept.  14th. 

55  Scaup 

Caution  has  been  expressed  in  recent  years  about  the  danger  of  con¬ 
fusing  hybrids  with  genuine  Scaup.  This  year  there  are  several  rec¬ 
ords  from  the  reaches  of  the  Thames  below  London  where  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  confusion  seems  remote  as  the  species  is  often  present  in  the 
estuary  in  some  numbers.  All  accepted  records  are  given. 

E  Aveley,  a  drake  on  R.  Thames  on  Jan.  2nd  (tjl,  dw).  Lea  valley 
resrs.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  11th  to  Mar.  2nd  (jf).  Rainham,  three 
drakes  and  three  ducks  on  R.  Thames  on  Dec.  29th  (kn). 

H  Springwell  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Dec.  22nd.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  drake  on 
Dec.  28th  (dkc,  igj). 

K  Ruxley,  three  ducks  on  Nov.  20th  and  one  on  Dec.  7th  and  14th 
(htg,  stg).  Woolwich,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  R.  Thames  on  Oct. 
3rd  (fjh)  and  a  duck  on  Dec.  27th  (jfw). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  male  on  Oct.  12th  (ame). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

The  count  in  Dec.  was  incomplete  and  the  average  of  the  re¬ 
maining  three  mid-winter  counts  was  3,923.  If  the  necessary 
interpolation  of  about  20°  0  (based  on  Nov.  figures)  was  applied 
to  the  Dec.  count  there  would  be  a  drop  in  the  average  of  about 
5%.  Any  interpolation  of  over  10°  0  has  always  been  consid¬ 
ered  too  high  for  the  month  in  question  to  be  used,  but  whether 
it  were  used  or  not  on  this  occasion  the  total  would  still  be  the 
highest  since  1963-64  and  shows  an  increase  of  the  order  of 
25%-35%  over  1968-69. 

Records  of  certain  breeding  and  all  counts  of  over  500  are  given 
below : — 

E  Nazeing  G.Ps.,  seven  broods.  Valentine’s  Park,  one  brood.  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  25  broods  seen. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  15  broods.  Maple  Lodge,  30  young  on  July  13th. 
Panshanger,  one  pair  bred.  Rye  Meads,  five  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt 
G.Ps.,  511  on  Nov.  16th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Littleton  G.Ps.,  young  seen  in  July. 
Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  three  broods.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  550  on  Nov. 
23rd.  Staines  Res.,  700  diving  ducks  of  which  about  80%  were  of 
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this  species  on  July  26th;  500+  on  Aug.  2nd  and  Dec.  15th.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  eight  broods  comprising  55  young.  St. 
James’s  Park,  50  pairs  in  breeding  season  had  very  poor  success.  Of 
100  young  in  early  August,  mostly  well-grown,  only  60  were  still 
alive  three  weeks  later.  Forty  non-flying  young  were  caught  and 
released  in  Hyde  Park.  An  adult  ringed  at  Abberton  on  June  21st, 
1967,  was  found  dead  on  Aug.  23rd,  1969. 

K  Ruxley,  seven  young  on  June  28th.  Woolwich,  max.  of  400  on  R. 

Thames  in  Feb.,  c.  500  on  Dec.  21st  and  25th  and  c.  700  on  the  27th. 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  broods.  Richmond  Park,  one  brood.  Sur¬ 
biton,  a  duck  with  nine  young  on  filter  beds  on  June  30th,  two  broods 
July  13th- 14th  and  a  duck  with  one  young  on  R.  Thames  on  Aug. 
23rd.  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  one  brood  on  each  of  two  pits.  Walton  Res., 
two  broods.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  610  on  Jan.  11th  and  520  on  the  12th, 
c.  1200  on  Feb.  15th  and  850  on  the  18th,  and  1,000  on  Dec.  14th. 
Molesey  Res.,  795  on  July  27th  and  888  on  Aug.  10th. 

57  Pochard 

An  increase,  an  average  of  three  mid-winter  counts  being 
1,114  compared  with  837  in  1968-69,  largely  due  to  a  slightly 
later  departure  than  usual.  Following  up  last  year’s  sum¬ 
mary  ( L.B.R. ,  33:  22)  two  counts  fell  between  1,000  and  2,000. 

Breeding  records  and  flocks  of  250  and  over  are  given,  except  for  Barn 
Elms  where  only  the  peaks  are  shown. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  nine  pairs  bred  as  last  year.  324  on  Jan.  12th. 

H  No  reports  of  breeding.  Largest  flock  was  250+  on  Hilfield  Park 
Res.  on  Oct.  28th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  250  on  Jan.  6th,  c.  350  on  Nov.  16th  and  300+  on  Dec. 
15th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  324  on  Nov.  16th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  broods.  Regent’s  Park, 
four  broods.  St.  James’s  Park,  15  broods  totalling  44  young  in  early 
July  but  heavy  mortality  subsequently.  Four  young  were  transferred 
to  Hyde  Park. 

K  Woolwich,  up  to  1,200  on  R.  Thames  in  Jan.,  up  to  500  in  Feb.  and 
up  to  150  in  Mar.,  40  being  still  there  on  Apr.  19th;  500  on  Nov.  12th, 
950  on  the  19th  and  1,300  on  the  27th  increasing  to  1,500+  by  Dec. 
21st  and  2,000  on  the  28th.  These  figures  are  not  included  in  the 
wildfowl  count  summary. 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  duck  with  one  young  on  June  29th  provided  the 
first  breeding  record  there  since  1932.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  390 
on  Jan.  21st,  310  on  Feb.  18th  and  400  on  Dec.  14th. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

H  The  bird  at  Cheshunt  in  late  1 968  was  seen  on  a  number  of  occasions 
and  probably  accounts  for  a  record  at  Fishers  Green  G.P.  (Essex). 

M  Inner  London:  a  duck  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  from 
Jan.  31st  to  Apr.  2nd  did  not  join  other  birds  being  fed  by  the  public 
(DABd,  RFS,  jpw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  9th  to  14th  (rej,  pjk,  Pjsn). 
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60  Goldeneye 

The  monthly  counts  show  little  change  from  the  last  two  good 
years,  a  peak  of  108  on  Mar.  15th  comparing  with  115  in  Jan. 
in  the  previous  winter.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  count 
in  Dec.  1969  just  missed  the  main  arrival  and  around  the  turn 
of  the  year  the  total  may  well  have  been  higher. 

E  Lea  valley  resrs.,  max.  of  47  on  Jan.  11th  and  36  on  Mar.  16th.  A 
duck  on  May  10th.  King  George  V  and  Girling  Resrs.,  32  on  Dec. 
30th. 

H  Max.  of  10  at  Maple  Cross  G.P.  in  Feb.  and  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Dec. 
27th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  peaks  of  37  on  Mar.  16th  and  46+  on  Dec.  20th. 

Staines  Res.,  peaks  of  27  on  Mar.  1st  and  27th  and  30  on  Dec.  19th. 
K  As  there  were  no  Kent  records  last  year  this  year’s  are  given  in  full. 
Darenth  G.Ps.,  a  drake  on  Mar.  21st  and  23rd.  Lullingstone,  one 
on  Mar.  15th.  Stone,  three  on  Mar.  2nd.  Woolwich,  one  on 
Feb.  15th. 

S  Molesey  Res.,  peaks  of  37  on  Feb.  9th  and  19  on  Dec.  21st. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Resrs.,  one  on  Oct.  30th  was  joined 
later  by  a  second  bird,  both  being  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year 
(mo). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  23rd  to  Dec.  27th  (gjh,  co  et  al.). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  arriving  in  late  1968  stayed  until  Jan.  26th 
(mo);  nine  on  Oct.  12th  (igj). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  from  Oct.  15th  to  24th  (ajh, 
RCHe,  Mjwt),  the  drake  staying  until  the  28th  (mo). 

64  Common  Scoter 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  from  Mar.  16th  to  23rd  (mc).  Staines 
Res.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Mar.  1st  and  a  drake  on  Aug.  15th 
(mo). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  on  Sept.  14th  (pjsn).  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake 
on  Oct.  13th  (dp). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  duck  on  Dec.  21st  (jf). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  a  brown-headed  bird  found  dead  on  Feb.  1st  (hrg). 
Staines  Res.,  a  brown-headed  bird  from  Feb.  21st  to  Mar.  2nd  (mo) 
and  on  Dec.  20th  (apg). 

K  Dartford,  one  on  Long  Reach  on  Nov.  29th  (htg,  stg). 

70  Goosander 

Numbers  are  still  low  compared  with  1962-63  and  preceding 
years,  but  there  was  a  slight  improvement.  Totals  of  135  in 
Jan.  and  120  in  Feb.,  1970,  were  only  the  second  and  third  over 
100  since  the  winter  of  1965-66. 
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Lea  valley  resrs.,  max.  on  any  date  four  on  Jan.  18th. 

Max.  count  was  four  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Dec.  24th. 

Bushy  Park,  14  in  flight  on  Dec.  21st.  Hampton  Court  Park,  seven 
on  Mar.  15th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  10  on  Feb.  16th.  Staines 
Res.,  five  counts  of  20  or  over  between  Jan.  13th  and  Mar.  26th  had 
a  peak  of  43  on  Feb.  18th.  Smaller  numbers  at  adjoining  King 
George  VI  Res.  probably  represented  movement  between  the  two 
localities. 

K  Chipstead,  two  on  Jan.  12th,  Lullingstone  Park,  six  on  Jan.  19th  and 
two  on  25th.  Woolwich,  one  on  R.  Thames  on  Jan.  4th  and  three 
on  the  12th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  max.  19  on  Jan.  12th.  Molesey  Res.,  max.  23  on 
Mar.  9th  and  20  on  Dec.  13th. 

71  Smew 

As  with  the  Goosander  there  was  some  improvement  in  the 
numbers  on  the  wildfowl  counts,  the  highest  total  being  55. 

E  Lea  valley  resrs.,  max.  at  any  time  eight  on  Feb.  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res.,  max.  30  on  Feb.  26th  and  11  from  Dec.  18th  to  31st. 
Staines  Res.,  max.  24  on  Jan.  4th  and  20  on  Feb.  19th,  but  no  more 
than  four  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  17  on  Jan. 
12th,  22  on  Feb.  16th  and  seven  on  Dec.  5th. 

K  Woolwich,  one  on  R.  Thames  on  Mar.  8th  and  Dec.  6th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  five  on  Jan.  28th. 

73  Shelduck 

Because  of  the  presence  of  one  or  two  tame  birds  in  the  area,  details 
of  single  birds  have  been  omitted  from  the  following  summary.  Inland 
the  only  records  of  more  than  two  in  the  first  eight  months  were  of 
four  at  Staines  on  Jan.  26th  and  five  on  Apr.  18th.  In  Regent’s  Park 
a  pair  fledged  seven  young  which  remained  unpinioned.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  at  the  time  of  the  usual  moult  migration  19  were  seen  at  Girling 
Res.  on  the  1st  and  at  Brent  Res.  18  (two  adults,  16  juv.)  were  seen 
on  the  13th.  Apart  from  ones  and  twos  the  only  others  Were  five, 
including  two  first-year  birds,  at  Thorpe  G.P.  on  Nov.  27th,  three  at 
Staines  on  Dec.  13th  and  21st,  and  four  at  Brent  Res.  which  arrived 
during  a  blizzard  on  Dec.  31st. 

In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames  there  were  1,000  at  Belvedere 
and  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  4th  as  already  mentioned  in  L.B.R.,  33: 
24.  Swanscombe,  up  to  1,000  in  Feb.  and  still  300  on  Apr.  5th. 
Further  up  the  river,  at  Woolwich,  numbers  were  up  to  200  in  Jan. 
and  Feb.,  while  at  Rainham  they  reached  550  in  Jan.,  and  on  July 
17th  a  pair  Was  seen  with  seven  recently  hatched  young.  By  Sept. 
9th  there  were  135  at  the  last  locality  and  a  similar  number  on  the 
30th.  In  Dec.  the  flock  was  over  300,  at  Swanscombe  the  build-up 
of  winter  numbers  was  up  to  800  and  at  Woolwich  there  were  227 
on  Dec.  21st  and  c.  400  on  the  27th. 
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74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

K  In  view  of  the  unprecedented  numbers  of  Shelduck  so  far  up  the 
Thames  it  is  not  without  interest,  in  spite  of  the  great  probability 
of  its  being  an  escape,  that  there  was  a  RudxLy  Shelduck  on  four  dates 
in  Feb.  at  Woolwich,  and  at  Swanscombe  on  two  dates  in  Mar.  and 
on  Apr.  5th. 

Goose  sp. 

The  goose  movements  which  had  been  prominent  at  the  end  of  1968 
continued  into  early  1969.  About  35  which  flew  west  over  Regent’s 
Park  on  the  5th  were  probably  White-fronted,  and  10-15  grey  geese 
passed  N.W.  over  Erith  Marshes  on  the  same  day.  On  the  night  of 
the  8th/9th  a  skein  was  heard  over  Sidcup.  A  party  of  15  which 
flew  west  very  high  over  Staines  on  the  10th  were  probably  White- 
fronted.  Nine  days  later  about  120  flew  E.N.E.  high  over  Beddington 
and  about  80  passed  high  over  Epsom  going  east,  in  both  cases  the 
observers  considering  them  to  be  White-fronted.  The  last  Jan.  rec¬ 
ord  was  of  30  grey  geese  flying  over  North  Ockendon  on  the  26th,  and 
on  Feb.  3rd  65  grey  geese  passed  over  Rainham  Marsh.  Two  uni¬ 
dentified  geese  flew  over  Kensington  Gardens  on  the  5th  going  N.E. 
In  March  there  Were  two  over  Regent’s  Park  on  the  6th  and  one  on 
the  7th.  Perivale,  four  flew  north  on  22nd. 

An  early  return  movement  was  seen  on  Sept.  22nd  when  four  skeins 
each  of  50  +  w^ent  N.W.  over  Epping.  At  the  end  of  Nov.  about  30 
flew  over  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  29th,  and  the  next  day  80-100 
went  south  over  Weybridge  and  were  thought  to  be  White-fronted. 
In  December  there  were  15  going  N.W.  over  Abbey  Wood  on  the  8th 
and  19  grey  geese  were  seen  on  the  17th  at  Dartford  Marsh,  where 
there  were  also  20  on  the  28th.  On  this  day  there  was  considerable 
activity  as  23  grey  geese  were  seen  at  Grange  Hill,  three  at  Great 
Parndon  and  10  were  following  the  river  west  at  Woolwich,  and  on 
29th  2 1  flew  wrest  over  Staines  Res. 

75  Grey  Lag-Goose 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (jf). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

H  Old  Parkbury5  42  on  Jan.  5th,  of  which  two  came  close  enough  to  be 
identified  as  of  this  species.  Watford,  25  flying  over  on  Dec.  20th 
(ask)  . 

M  Brent  Res.,  45-50  flying  east  after  dark  on  Jan.  31st  and  identified  by 
call  (lab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  five  flying  S.W.  on  Jan.  12th  (na). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  six  flying  N.E.  on  Jan.  5th  (apg,  cww).  Staines 
Moor,  38  going  N.W.  on  Dec.  19th  (irb).  Stanwellmoor,  65  flying 
N.W.  on  Feb.  19th  (ewp-j).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  about 
30  flew  E.N.E.  at  17.30  hours  on  Jan.  13th  (rcg). 

78B  Pink-footed  Goose 

S  Fetcham  Millpond,  one  on  Apr.  16th  accepted  food  from  children 
and  was  presumably  an  “escape”  (rg). 
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80  Brent  Goose 

E  Hainauit,  50  on  Mar.  8th  grazing  in  flooded  fields  left  N.N.W.  at 
07.30  hours  (acp). 

M  Staines  Res.,  22  on  Mar.  1 1th  (DABd,  ge,  ewp-j)  and  two  on  the  19th 
(gde). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Otford,  one  on  Feb.  16th  and  23rd  was  “rather  tame”  and  presum¬ 
ably  an  “escape”  (hfg,  djm,  pmw). 

82  Canada  Goose 

E  Wansteacl  Park,  bred  successfully. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred  successfully. 

M  Bushy  Park,  four  young  reared.  Maximum  count :  c.  60  at  Osterley 
Park  on  Feb.  25th  and  Mar.  6th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  reared  six  young,  the  population 
again  increasing  and  reaching  c.  200  in  late  August.  One  controlled 
on  the  Round  Pond  had  been  ringed  as  an  adult  at  South  Norwood 
on  Apr.  10th,  1968.  Regent’s  Park,  five  broods  and  19  young,  pop¬ 
ulation  remaining  fairly  steady  at  c.  80. 

K  Darenth  G.Ps.,  several  pairs  bred.  23  on  Jan.  12th. 

S  Gatton  Park,  five  pairs  on  May  9th.  Ham  Moor  G.P.,  one  pair  bred 
successfully.  Painshill  Park,  at  least  three  pairs  nested.  Richmond 
Park,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully.  Largest  flocks  were  44  at  Gatton 
Park  on  Feb.  16th,  63  at  Holmethorpe  sandpit  on  Aug.  18th  and  43 
at  Weybridge  on  Nov.  29th. 

84  Mute  Swasi 

On  the  waters  included  in  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  numbers 
continue  to  go  down,  and  the  highest  total  for  the  winter  of  1969-70 
was  74  of  which  30  were  on  the  Thames  between  Putney  and  Tedd- 
ington  where  some  years  ago  there  used  to  be  hundreds.  The  con¬ 
centration  at  Woolwich  ( q.v .)  is  not  included  in  the  summary. 

E  Hainauit  Lake,  one  pair  bred. 

H  Bred  at  Broxbourne  and  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  and  Stanborough  Reed 
Marsh. 

M  Bred  at  Canon’s  Park,  Charlton,  Littleton,  Sunbury  and  Shepperton. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  laid 
twice  but  the  eggs  were  stolen.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  hatched 
seven  young  from  ten  eggs,  four  fledging. 

K  Woolwich,  an  unprecedented  count  of  185  on  the  Thames  at  a  sewer 
outfall  on  Sept.  27th  and  up  to  200  in  second  half  of  Nov. 

S  Bred  at  Ashtead,  Cobham,  Fetcham  Millpond,  Painshill  Park,  R. 
Mole  at  Leatherhead,  Thorpe  G.P.,  West  End  Pond  and  Wey 
Navigation  Canal  (two  pairs). 

85/86  WIiooper/Bewick’s  Swans 

M  Colindale  Station,  12  seen  and  heard  flying  N.W.  on  Nov.  30th. 
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H  Potters  Bar,  a  small  flock  heard  after  dark  on  Dec.  19th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  calling  in  mist  on  Oct.  12th.  In  all  three  cases 
the  observers  thought  they  were  Bewick’s  Swans. 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Nov.  30th  and  10  on  Dec.  13th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  adults  on  Nov.  27th  (ge,  ewp-j)  and  four  adults 
on  Dec.  21st  (apg). 

91  Buzzard 

K  Ruxley,  one  soaring  before  flying  off  in  a  N.W.  direction  on  Apr.  7th 

(DR) . 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (bs)  was  presumably  the  same 
bird  seen  drifting  W.  over  the  Heath  the  next  day  (rhk).  Feltham, 
one  on  July  3rd  (dac). 

92  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

E  Walthamstow1  Res.,  one  flying  N.E.  on  Nov.  30th  (rjb). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

Once  again  only  one  pair  was  proved  to  have  bred,  this  time  in  Essex. 
The  number  of  sightings  was  about  the  same  as  in  1968.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  At  one  locality  a  pair  nested  and  eggs  were  laid  only  to  be  destroyed 
by  vandals  (cfg).  One  near  Epping  on  June  1st  (bsms). 

M  North  Acton  Station,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (gph,  emn).  Scratch  Wood, 
Ruislip,  a  tired  or  sickly  male  on  Apr.  26th  (ehw).  Whitton,  one 
on  June  22nd  circling  for  a  few  minutes  then  heading  off  strongly  S.E. 
(lm).  Staines  Res.,  a  female  seen  on  at  least  six  occasions  between 
June  26th  and  July  15th,  and  at  London  Airport  there  was  a  male 
on  July  16th  and  17th  (gde,  ewp-j).  Kempton  Wood,  one  circling 
on  Sept.  20th  (res).  Potters  Bar,  a  first  winter  male  trapped  in 
observer’s  garden  on  Oct.  18th  (jpw).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
an  immature  male  on  May  16th  and  19th  (Dwd). 

H  One  seen  on  Mar.  8th  over  the  valley  between  Shenley  Hill  and 
Ridge  Hill  flew*off  towards  South  Minims  (ask).  June  28th  two  seen 
between  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  Garden  City  (erp,  fjp).  Chess 
Valley,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (dkc).  Hoddesdon,  one  flew  low  over 
observer’s  garden  on  Nov.  7th  (mjb).  Panshanger  Park,  an  adult 
female  on  Nov.  11th  (twg). 

S  Bookham  Common,  a  female  being  mobbed  by  a  crow  on  Jan.  26th 
(ewf)  another,  probably  a  female  on  Mar.  22nd  (crh)  one  on  May 
11th  (emh)  and  one  on  Sept.  14th  (mw).  Fetcham  Downs,  a  male 
on  Apr.  19th  (crh).  Ashtead  Common,  singles  on  Feb.  6th  and  May 
5th  (irb).  Thorpe  G.P.  a  female  or  first  year  bird  on  Sept.  6th  (ghg) 
Weybridge,  a  female  or  first  year  bird  on  Oct.  16th  (ghg).  Norbury 
Park,  two  on  Oct.  4th  (jaa). 
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94  Goshawk 

S  Beddington  S.F.  area,  an  escaped  bird  was  present  from  Jan.  26th 
until  Mar.  15th  when  it  was  accidentally  mist-netted  and  returned 
to  its  owner;  what  was  possibly  the  same  bird  on  June  15th  and  22nd 
(kco). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

S  Cobham,  a  “ring-tail”  flew  E.  along  R.  Mole  on  Dec.  6th  (irb). 

102  Montagu’s  Harrier 

S  Richmond  Park,  an  immature  on  Oct.  11th  (rh,  jjg,  fgmcC,  mjw). 

104  Hobby 

Three  pairs  bred  successfully  rearing  at  least  four  young.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  May  4th  and  Oct.  6th  (bsms,  jf). 

H  Two  pairs  bred  at  a  locality  and  reared  three  young. 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (dkc). 

M  Kempton  Park  Area,  one  seen  regularly  between  June  21st  and  Aug. 
9th  (dab,  kjh,  hrg)  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (tag)  and 
Sept.  8th  (mc,  ges). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  27th  (drg). 

S  A  pair  bred  at  one  locality  and  reared  at  least  one  young.  Plolmeth- 
orpe  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (dp,  rhbf).  Leatherhead,  one  on  Aug. 
20th  (dp). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Potters  Bar,  a  male  flying  W.  on  Nov.  29th  (jpw).  Staines  Res.,  a 
male  on  Dec.  17th  (gde).  Inner  London:  Singles  in  Regent’s  Park 
on  Feb.  2nd  (rcg),  April  7th  (rcg)  and  April  16th  (EMFh) . 

107  Merlin 

E  Woodford  Green,  a  male  on  Apr.  28th  (pfb). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  W.  on  Mar.  29th  (na,  gjh)  and  a  female  on 
Apr.  22nd  (apg)„ 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  escaped  bird  present  on  Apr.  7th  being  pursued, 
at  a  distance,  by  its  owner  (kco). 

110  Kestrel 

The  number  of  definite  and  probable  breeding  pairs  reported  in  1969 
fell  to  82  (compared  with  106  in  1968  and  111  in  1967).  This  is  a 
significant  drop  but  probably  largely  due  to  observers  not  sending  in 
breeding  records.  It  is  emphasized  that  these  will  still  be  welcomed 
by  the  recorders. 

E  Definite  breeding  was  reported  from  six  localities:  Banbury  Res., 
Roydon,  South  Weald,  Waltham  Abbey,  Collier  Row  and  Fairlop 
G.P. 

Birds  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  a  further  12  localities. 
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H  Definite  breeding  reported  from  five  localities:  Stocker's  Lake.  Stan- 
borough,  Panshanger  Park,  St.  Albans  (two  pairs)  and  Hallmarsh: 
while  birds  were  reported  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  a  further 
12  localities. 

M  Breeding  reported  from  ten  localities:  Mill  Hill,  Bushy  Park  (two 
pairs),  Perry  Oaks,  Littleton,  Kempton  (three  pairs),  Harmondsworth, 
Bishop’s  Park,  Cricklewood,  Whetstone  and  Brent  Res. :  while  breed¬ 
ing  may  have  taken  place  at  Staines,  Potters  Bar,  Taylors  Lane 
Power  Station  and  Acton  Lane  Power  Station.  Inner  London:  A 
pair  breeding  at  College  Street,  E.C.4  successfully  fledged  three  young. 
Probable  breeding  reported  from  Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s 
Park  (two  pairs). 

K  Breeding  reported  from  only  four  localities:  Westerham  (two  pairs), 
Woolwich,  Downe  and  Greenwich’  Park  area.  Singles  or  pairs  fre¬ 
quented  ten  other  localities  during  the  summer  and  were  probably 
breeding. 

S  Definite  breeding  reported  from  seven  localities :  Bookham  Common, 
Gatton,  Ashtead,  Epsom  Common,  Worcester  Park,  Beddington  S.F., 
and  Richmond  Park.  Breeding  may  have  taken  place  at  Sander- 
stead,  Nonsuch  Park,  Old  Alai  den  and  Norbury  Park. 

The  highest  counts  during  the  year  were  ten  at  Bookham  Common 
in  August  (crh)  and  12+  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Aug.  31st. 


115  Red-legged  Partridge 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Monks  Farm,  North  Ockenham,  two  present  in  ihe  breeding  season 
(mja).  Other  pairs  were  reported  from  Chigwell  and  Rainham 
Marsh  (xn)  with  three  pairs  at  Nazeing  (bsms),  three  pairs  at  Collier 
Row  (acp)  and  five  pairs  at  Fairlop  G.P.  where  a  brood  of  13  young 
was  also  seen  (acp). 

H  A  pair  at  Gorhambury  on  16th  Mar.  (rmb),  one  at  Broxbourne  on 
7th  June  and  two  small  coveys  at  Cooper’s  Green  in  December  (rmb, 
mh)  were  the  only  reports. 

M  “Present  in  the  breeding  season”  at  Littleton  and  Shepperton  (frc). 
At  Potters  Bar,  where  three  pairs  were  present  in  1968,  none  was 
seen  (rfs).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  in  March  (na,  ajs).  Wraysbury 
New  Res.,  two  on  7th  Apr.  (na)  and  at  Alanor  Farm.  Laleham,  seven 
on  5th  Aug.  (kjh). 

K  Tower  Wood,  Westerham,  one  on  20th  Apr.  (khp).  Ruxiey,  a  pair 
on  May  20th  and  23rd  (fjh).  Clement  Street,  a  pair  with  young  on 
July  6th  (rvw).  At  Dartford  Alarsh  there  were  three  pairs  present 
in  the  breeding  season  and  up  to  19  birds  present  in  Aug.  (drg). 

S  Stoke  DkAbernon  and  Bookham  Common,  “several  present  through¬ 
out  the  summer  and  may  have  bred”  (crh).  Wey  Manor  Farm,  at 
least  two  pairs  resident  (mgg).  West  End,  a  pair  on  June  29th  (dg). 
Banstead  Heath,  a  pair  on  July  1st  (aj  per  rhbf). 
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116  Partridge 

At  Waltham  Abbey  bsms  found  six  nests  and  states  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  over  1967  and  1968  but  still  relatively  scarce.  At 
North  Weald  Airport  emeu  states  “this  species  is  still  very  scarce 
compared  with  five  years  ago”  and  in  the  Fairlop/Hainault  area  acp 
reported  the  species  “definitely  scarce”.  Two  similar  reports  of 
scarcity  come  from  Hertfordshire  and  North  Middlesex,  and  at 
Bushy  Park  there  were  two  breeding  pairs  compared  with  nine  pairs 
in  1968  (mjw).  No  comments  on  population  trends  were  received 
from  Kent  or  Surrey  but  there  were  very  few  reports. 

117  Quasi 

E  Epping  Upland,  one  calling  from  a  hayfieJd  on  May  26th  (rbw). 
Hobbs  Cross  (near  Elarlow),  one  calling  on  the  edge  of  a  mustard 
field  on  June  14th  (cb).  At  Rainham  Marsh  two  were  seen  on 
July  19th  (tjl)  and  one  on  Aug.  28th  (bwf,  ret). 

K  Once  again  none  was  heard  in  the  usual  areas  (rvw).  One  heard 
calling  at  the  Thamesmead  site  on  May  30th  (jbn). 

120  Water  Rail 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (dws).  Creat  Parndon,  one  on 
Feb.  15th  and  21st  (mafi).  Navestock,  one  on  Feb.  15th  and  Mar. 
9th.  Fishers  Green,  one  on  April  2nd  (kb),  and  at  Wanstead  Park, 
one  on  Nov.  3rd  (cb). 

H  Single  birds  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Jan.  12th  and  19th  and  Feb. 
16th  (bls).  “Present  all  year  in  Cassiobury  Park”  (ehw),  the  maxi¬ 
mum  reported  from  that  locality  was  eight  on  Feb.  9th  (kl,  nm). 
At  Maple  Lodge  there  were  three  on  March  27th,  one  of  which 
remained  until  Apr.  8th  (jrb)  and  also  one  at  the  end  of  the  year  on 
Dec.  28th  (igj).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  three  on  March  2nd  (jrb). 
Sopwell,  one  on  March  8th  (rmb).  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  on  Dec.  21st 
(dkc,  aeg).  At  Rye  Meads  up  to  four  birds  were  present  from  Jan. 
1st  until  Mar.  26th  and  from  November  2nd  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  seven  on  Dec.  13th  (rmrg). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to  two  birds  reported  from  Jan.  1st  until  Mar. 
29th  and  from  Nov.  1st  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mo).  The  only 
other  report  received  was  of  one  at  Stanwellrnoor  G.P.  on  Apr.  7th 
(na). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  present  throughout  the  early  part  of  the  year  until  Apr., 
with  a  maximum  of  five  on  Feb.  16th.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
up  to  three  were  seen  on  eight  dates  after  Nov.  11th  (fjh,  ht,  stg, 
rvw)  .  Dartford  Marsh,  two  birds  present  in  February  and  in  Decem¬ 
ber  (drg).  At  Kelsey  Park,  one  on  Jan.  14th  and  one  seen  on  seven 
dates  from  October  to  December  (brd).  Belvedere,  one  on  Mar.  1st. 
Sutton  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (rvw)  and  at  Footscray  Meadows  one 
on  Apr.  10th  (khp). 

S  At  Beddington  S.F.  birds  present  throughout  the  year  and  may  have 
bred  (brs).  Barn  Elms,  at  least  two  in  January  and  February  (mo). 
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Richmond  Park,  two,  possibly  three,  present  from  January  to  March 
(bam,  rh)  and  one  on  Oct.  11th  (mjw).  Ewell  Court,  one  on  Feb. 
4th  (edu).  Thorpe  G.P.,  four  on  Jan.  18th,  three  on  Jan.  25th  and 
one  on  Oct.  18th  (ghg).  At  Hersham  S.F.  one  from  August  23rd 
to  29th  and  another  on  Dec.  21st  (edu).  One  heard  at  Brooklands 
on  Sept.  5th  (co).  At  Ham  Moor  there  were  six-1-  in  a  marshy  pool 
on  Oct.  22nd  (co),  while  there  were  also  six  +  at  Weybridge  on  Oct. 
29th  (dp). 

At  Thornton  Heath,  “one  came  to  a  garden  pool  and  ate  bread”  on 
Sept.  17th  and  18th  (irb)  and  at  Croydon  one  walked  into  a  garage 
on  Nov.  6th  and  was  released  next  day  (lwc)  . 

126  Moorhen 

Five  pairs  bred  at  Regent’s  Park  and  six  pairs  at  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  where  the  w  inter  maxima  were  31  on  Jan.  2nd 
and  30  on  Dec.  3rd  (dab,  rcg,  jpw). 

At  Rye  Meads  a  total  of  76  birds  were  ringed  during  the  year  (rmrg). 

127  Coot 

The  highest  counts  reported  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  wrere  from 
Hilfield  Park  Res.  where  there  wras  a  maximum  of  342  on  Jan.  12th  ; 
Rye  Meads,  with  a  maximum  of  315  also  on  Jan.  12th;  and  Queen 
Mary  Res.  with  a  maximum  of  265  during  February. 

During  the  autumn  and  latter  part  of  the  year  the  highest  counts 
Were  made  at  Walton  Res.  with  a  maximum  of  636  on  Oct.  12th; 
King  George  VI  Res.  writh  a  maximum  of  539  during  September  and 
again  at  Rye  Meads  where  there  were  519  on  Dec.  27th. 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (jf).  One  at  Hainault  on  the  same 
date  (mkd)  may  have  been  the  same  bird.  Rainham,  one  on  May 
3rd  and  4th  (ag,  jaw)  and  another  on  May  23rd  (kb).  Waltham¬ 
stow'  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (rsj). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  departed  north  on  Mar.  15th  (rmrg).  West  Hyde 
G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  22nd  (dkc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  flying  N.W.  on  Feb.  22nd  (na),  one  on  May  21st 
(ewp-j)  and  six  on  Dec.  21st  (ap).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar. 
2nd  (hj)  and  five  on  Apr.  26th  (gjh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Oct.  12th  (pj,  igj)  .  Mill  Hill,  one  calling  after  dusk  on  Mar.  9th 
(ehw).  Brent  Res.,  two  flying  S.W.  at  dusk  on  Aug.  4th  (rah). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  4th,  alighted  for  a  few 
seconds  before  flying  off  towrards  Hyde  Park  (rcg)  . 

K  Plumstead  Marshes,  twro  flocks  totalling  22  birds  flew  upriver  on 
Dec.  21st  (jfwt,  rvw)  . 

S  Brooklands,  an  employee  at  B.A.C.  accurately  described  an  Oyster- 
catcher  which  apparently  spent  several  days  at  the  beginning  of 
March  on  short  grass  bordering  the  runway  ( per  co) .  East  Molesey, 
one  or  several  on  June  6th  heard  flying  over  calling  after  dark  (pjo). 
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133  Lapwing 

During  January  there  were  only  a  few  records  of  birds  flying  over 
the  area,  and  the  first  appreciable  movements  of  the  year  occurred 
during  cold  weather  in  the  first  half  of  February.  The  main  move¬ 
ments  during  this  period  were  on  the  8th  when  a  total  of  nearly 
1,000  birds  flying  S.W.  was  recorded  from  three  localities,  and  on 
the  15th  when  another  S.W.  movement  was  widely  reported.  From 
Feb.  16th  until  Mar.  14th,  smaller  numbers  were  reported,  but  during 
this  period  movement  was  in  a  broadly  E.  direction  suggesting  a 
spring  return  movement  of  Continental  breeding  birds. 

The  usual  post-breeding  summer  immigration  of  Continental  birds 
Was  first  recorded  on  June  2nd  and  continued  until  Sept.  5th,  and 
was  observed  at  varying  strength  on  36  days  during  this  period,  with 
movement  in  a  broadly  westerly  direction  as  usual.  By  far  the 
heaviest  movement  was  recorded  by  rvw  who  noted  c.  800  flying 
N.W.  over  Clement  Street  on  July  6th. 

No  appreciable  movement  was  recorded  during  the  remainder  of 
the  autumn,  until  snow  on  Nov.  28th/29th  produced  a  moderate 
cold  weather  movement,  c.  750  flew  S.W.  over  Walton  between 
14.15  hrs.  and  15.15  hrs.  on  the  29th  (mc),  and  flocks  from  other 
areas  totalled  nearly  1,000  birds  on  that  day.  This  movement 
continued  on  a  smaller  scale  on  the  30th.  In  December  the  only 
sizeable  movements  were  c.  400  flying  W.  over  Clement  Street  on 
the  7th  (rvw)  and  123  flying  W.  in  a  J  hour  over  Staines  on  the  15th 

(jRB)  • 

Winter  flocks  of  1,000  or  more  birds  were  reported  from  Dartford 
Marshes,  1,200  on  Jan.  12th  (drg),  Staines  Moor,  1,000  on  Jan.  26th 
(na)  and  Stoke  D’Abernon  1,000  on  Nov.  22nd  (irb). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

At  Swanscombe  there  were  up  to  15  birds  present  from  January  to 
March,  but  the  first  sign  of  spring  passage  was  noted  on  Mar.  16th 
when  there  was  a  single  bird  at  Beddington  and  four  at  Fishers  Green. 
Passage  continued  until  May  31st  and  the  maximum  reported  was 
12  at  Swanscombe  on  May  3rd.  Most  reports,  however,  came  from 
Staines  and  also  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  where  there  was  a  maximum  of  nine 
on  May  12th. 

There  were  two  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  of  which  reared  two  young.  A  nest  containing  four  eggs 
was  found  at  Bedfont  G.P.  (acp).  In  Kent  a  pair  with  young  were 
seen  at  the  Thamesmead  site  (jbn),  a  nest  was  found  at  Swanscombe 
on  June  18th  (fjh,  rvw)  and  at  Dartford  Marsh  a  pair  was  present 
in  the  breeding  season  (drg)  . 

The  first  sign  of  autumn  passage  was  on  July  12th  when  there  were 
10  at  Perry  Oaks  (irb,  jah).  Again  most  of  the  autumn  reports 
come  from  Perry  Oaks  where  there  was  a  maximum  of  50  on  Aug. 
19th  (gde)  and  27  on  Aug.  23rd  (ap)  and  then  20-25  present  until  the 
end  of  the  month.  The  largest  number  reported  was  from  Rainham 
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Marsh  where  there  was  65-80  from  Aug.  14th  until  Sept.  3rd  (kn). 
What  was  probably  the  last  migrant  was  seen  at  Pvye  Meads  on  Oct. 
11th  (rmrg)  ,  although  there  were  up  to  five  present  throughout 
October  and  November  at  Dartford  Marsh. 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Of  a  possible  38-39  pairs  at  24  localities  at  least  22  pairs  bred  or 
attempted  to  do  so. 

E  Twenty-one  pairs  at  ten  sites,  at  least  six  pairs  reared  young. 

H  Only  two  pairs  reported  from  two  localities. 

M  Six  or  seven  pairs  reported  from  four  sites.  Breeding  success  not 
known.  A  distinct  lack  of  reports  with  no  news  from  at  least  two 
former  sites. 

K  Seven  pairs  at  six  sites,  three  nests  found. 

S  Two  pairs  at  two  sites,  one  pair  seen  with  a  chick,  but  the  nest  of  the 
other  pair  destroyed  by  machinery. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  4th  (agii),  July  25th  (tjl)  and 
Dec.  29th  (kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  May  26th  (ap)  and  Aug.  13th  (ewp-j). 
Staines  Res.,  one  flew  S.E.  on  Oct.  11th  (ap). 

Inner  London:  Primrose  Hill,  one  flew  N.W.  on  Oct.  11th  (rcg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  on  Dec.  28th  (drg). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (RSt.j).  Doddinghurst,  60+  from 
March  15th  to  23rd  (jts).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  25th 
and  28th,  Aug.  7th  (kn)  and  Sept.  14th  (mah). 

H  Stanborough,  c.  220  in  a  stubble  field  on  Jan.  4th  and  66  there  on 
Jan.  25th  (rmb).  Rye  Meads,  26  flying  over  on  Jan.  5th  and  twro 
flying  over  on  Mar.  28th  (rmrg).  Coopers  Green,  70+  on  Mar. 
2nd  and  c.  90  on  Mar.  23rd  (rmb).  London  Colney,  20-30  in  a 
stubble  field  on  Mar.  5th  (mh).  Aldenham,  one  on  Mar.  16th 
(aeg).  At  Sherfleybury  ehw  commented  that  there  w  ere  fewer  than 
usual  at  both  ends  of  the  year. 

M  London  Airport,  maxima  of  150+  on  Jan.  1st  and  180+  on  Feb. 
17th  (gde).  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  first  seen  on  Sept.  29th 
(four)  with  maxima  of  80  on  Nov.  17th  and  150+  on  Dec.  15th 
(gde).  Staines  Moor  present  until  Mar.  26th,  with  maxima  of  200  + 
on  Feb.  22nd  (na,  tjl)  and  160  on  Mar.  1st  and  25th  (na,  caw). 
Twenty-six  on  Nov.  29th  (apg,  cww)  and  a  maximum  at  the  end 
of  the  year  of  250  on  Dec.  19th  (irb).  Staines  Res.;  at  both  ends  of 
the  year  most  of  the  reports  were  of  flocks  flying  over  and  these  wrere 
doubtless  w'anderers  from  the  wintering  flock  on  Staines  Moor, 
although  the  largest  flock  seen  was  250  flying  East  on  Mar.  9th  (na). 
Two  at  Brent  Res.  on  Feb.  11th  (ehwJ  were  the  only  birds  reported 
from  outside  the  Staines  Area. 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  present  in  February  (drg)  Swanscombe, 
four  on  Mar.  9th  (rvw).  Clement  Street,  two  on  November  30th 
and  six  flying  W.  on  Dec.  7th  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  or  two  on  three  dates  in  January,  March  and 
December,  28  flying  S.  on  Feb.  4th  (brs)  and  c.  50  on  Mar.  23rd 
(plc)  .  Brooklands,  one  on  Apr.  2nd  remained  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  was  last  seen  on  Oct.  10th  (agc,  co).  Thorpe,  23  on  Nov. 
11th  (ghg).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  three  with  1,000+  Lapwings  on 
Nov.  22nd  (irb).  Flersham,  one  on  nurseries  with  Lapwings  on 
Dec.  13th  (mc). 

143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  May  4th  (AGn),  one  on  July  30th  (cb)  one 
from  Aug.  27th  to  30th  and  then  up  to  two  until  Sept.  10th  (cb, 
tjl,  kn,  pjsn) .  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  19th  (na,  apg),  21st  (apg,  gde),  26th 
(na,  gjh),  May  6th  to  13th  (gde,  ewp-j)  and  May  17th  (na,  tjl). 
One  during  “the  first  few  days  of  August”  (tjl).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
singles  on  Apr.  26th  (gjh),  May  1st  (mc),  Sept.  1st  (tag)  and  Sept. 
14th  (igj) .  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (mc)  and  twro  on 
Aug.  29th  (ewp-j). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Apr.  27th  and  five  on  May  3rd  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  25th  (pjsn). 

145  Snipe 

Two  pairs,  one  in  Kent  and  one  in  Surrey,  are  known  to  have  bred. 
Two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  another  locality  in  Surrey,  while 
“drumming”  was  heard  from  a  further  three  areas  in  Surrey  and 
Herts.  Details  of  peak  numbers,  movement,  and  all  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

H  Rye  Meads,  100+  on  Jan.  19th,  60+  on  Apr.  11th  and  c.  100  on 
Dec.  20th  (rmrg).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  c.  45  on  Jan.  19th  (dkc). 

M  Staines  Moor,  53  on  Mar.  22nd  (na)  and  54  on  Aug.  20th  (jah,  ap). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  40  on  Aug.  20th  (jah,  ap).  Stoke  Newington  Res., 
eight  flying  N.  on  Sept.  14th  (gcg). 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  flushed  on  Mar.  25th  (emf). 
Primrose  Hill,  singles  flying  N.E.  on  Oct.  11th  and  12th  (rcg). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  400  on  Jan.  22nd  and  100  on  Dec.  21st  (drg). 
Erith  Marsh,  40-50  from  January  to  April  (jfw).  Swanscombe,  300 
on  Mar.  9th,  200  on  Apr.  5th  and  60  on  Dec.  2 1  st (  rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  200  during  December  (jaa).  Great  Bookham, 
c.  50  on  Mar.  27th  (agc). 

Two  birds  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Dec.  7th,  1968  have  been  recovered 
in  France;  one  on  Dec.  29th,  1968  at  Formanville  (Marche)  and  the 
other  killed  near  Isigny  (Calvados)  on  Nov.  26th,  1969. 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Reported  from  20  localities  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until 


32 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  34  FOR  1969 


Apr.  13th  with  maxima  of  20  at  Dartford  Marshes  on  Jan.  12th 
(drg)  and  15  at  Beddingion  S.F.  on  9th  Feb.  (amh).  Reported  from 
16  localities  from  Sept.  1st  until  the  end  of  year  with  maxima  of  ten 
at  Hersham  S.F.  on  Oct.  19th  (edu)  and  seven  at  Swanscombe  on 
Dec.  21st  (rvw). 

148  Woodcock 

Reported  during  January  to  March  from  ten  localities,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Chertsey,  where  there  were  12  on  Mar.  8th  (ghg), 
nowhere  were  there  more  than  three  together.  One  flew  W.  over 
Staines  Res.  on  Mar.  29th  (na,  gjh).  At  the  end  of  year  birds  were 
reported  from  only  four  localities,  but  at  Bushy  Park  in  the  autumn, 
“the  gamekeeper’s  dogs  were  regularly  flushing  Woodcock  with  the 
quite  unusual  total  of  up  to  ten  on  some  days”  (mjw).  For  the  first 
time  since  1964  there  w  ere  no  reports  from  Inner  London. 

Breeding  season  records  are  given  below'. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  roding  between  May  7th  and  June  1st,  with  twTo 
seen  on  May  11th  (ph,  djw).  South  Weald  Park,  one  on  May  11th 
(rw'Bs).  Ongar  Park  Wood,  singles  on  May  25th  and  30th  (jts). 
Parndor.  Woods,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (mah). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  six  on  June  6th  (ask).  Boxwood,  one  on  July 
19th  (rfl).  Wormley  Wood,  one  on  July  19th  (rfl). 

K  Lesnes  Abbey  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (jfwJ.  On  June  13th.  birds 
seen  roding  at  French  Street  and  Tower  Wood,  Westerham  (khp). 

S  Richmond  Park,  birds  roding  at  different  localities  on  Mar.  27th  and 
June  20th  (wri).  Stated  by  bam  and  rh  to  have  been  present 
throughout  the  year  and  probably  bred.  Oxshott,  one  flushed  from 
thick  woodland  on  Apr.  2nd  (wri).  Princes  Coverts,  up  to  three 
seen  during  May  and  June  (irb,  wtri).  Bookham  Common,  an 
adult  and  two  chicks  found  on  May  24th  (crac).  Esher  Common, 
two  roding  from  May  to  July  and  a  third  bird  heard  on  July  4th 
(irb,  crag).  Headley  and  Walton  Heaths,  at  least  three  pairs 
present  and  at  least  one  pair  bred  at  each  site  (rhbf).  A  nest  con¬ 
taining  four  eggs  was  found  at  Headley  on  July  4th  (dp).  Wisley 
Common,  one  on  May  30th  (msk).  Ashstead  Forest  and  Common, 
two  roding  during  May  and  June  (irb).  Limpsfield  Chart,  one 
roding  on  June  16th  (rf). 

150  Curlew 

There  were  only  four  reports  of  ones  and  twos  during  January  and 
February.  Spring  passage  apparently  took  place  between  Mar. 
15th  and  May  20th,  when  there  w'ere  15  reports  totalling  26  birds. 
The  largest  number  was  four  at  Staines  from  Mar.  25th  to  27th. 
There  w?ere  no  reports  in  June,  but  from  July  1st  until  the  end  of 
October  there  Were  23  reports  totalling  over  70  birds,  the  largest 
numbers  being  12  flying  S.W.  at  Thorpe  at  dusk  on  Sept.  5th  (ghg) 
and  18  flying  N.  at  King  George  Y  Res.  on  Aug.  30th  (jf).  There 
were  five  reports  in  November  and  December  the  most  interesting 
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of  which  being  a  flock  of  19  flying  S.W.  over  Epsom  Downs  on  Dec. 
6th  (irb). 

S51  WSiimbrel 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  11th  (jaw)  and  July  23rd  (tjl). 

El  Rye  Meads,  one  flying  south  on  Sept.  10th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  four  flying  W.  on  Apr.  19th  (crag).  Staines  Res., 
five  flying  N.W.  on  Apr.  25th  (gjh)  on  which  date  five  “Curlew/ 
Whimbrel”  were  seen  heading  W.  at  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham  (pjsn) 
and  singles  on  May  8th  (rwb,  cww),  July  29th  (apg)  and  Aug.  2nd 
(tjl).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (gjh,  mg). 

K  Swanscombe,  singles  on  April  27th  and  May  3rd  (rvw). 

154  Blackmailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (RHr),  one  on  July  23rd  and  24th 
(tjl),  a  different  bird  on  25th  (cb,  tjl),  two  on  July  28th  (kn)  and 
singles  on  Aug.  2nd  and  11th  (RHr). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (dab).  Charlton  G.P.,  two  together 
on  May  21st  (frc). 

K  Belvedere,  one  feeding  on  Apr.  6th  flew  off  high  E.  (rvw). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  3rd  and  4th  (AGn,  nx,  brw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  north  on  Mar.  15th  (tjl).  Staines  Res., 
one  West  on  Mar.  24th  (gdc,  ewp-j). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Reported  from  11  localities  during  January  to  March,  mainly  single 
birds,  but  with  three  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Jan.  5th  (apg,  cww)  and 
three  at  Rush  Green  on  Mar.  10th  (ap).  During  the  spring  months 
there  Were  only  six  reports  and  all  of  single  birds.  Much  more 
numerous,  however,  during  autumn  passage  when  there  were  many 
reports  received  from  a  total  of  14  localities.  The  maximum  numbers 
reported  were  20  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  4th  and  19th  (tjl)  and 
ten  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  15th  (tjl).  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  reports  of  up  to  three  birds  at  14  localities. 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  25th  and  31st  (tjl,  kn),  present 
throughout  August  with  a  maximum  of  five  on  the  14th  (kn).  One 
on  Sept.  14th  (mah). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  1 3th  (ewp-j)  was  the  only  Spring 
record  received.  One  from  July  17th  to  19th  (ap),  one  on  Aug. 
10th  (ajs,  mjw),  one  from  Aug.  28th  until  Sept.  3rd,  with  two  on 
29th  (ewp-j).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  22nd  (ap). 
Inner  London:  one  at  the  Lake  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Aug.  7th  (rcg) 
was  the  first  record  for  Inner  London. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (drg). 
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S  Gatton,  one  on  July  11th  (rhbf).  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug. 
7th  (irb)  and  17th  (brs). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Reported  from  four  localities  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year.  The  two  that  wintered  at  Staines  Res.  were  last  seen  on  Feb. 
16th  although  single  birds  were  seen  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on 
Mar.  1st  and  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Mar.  9th.  There  were  up  to 
three  present  at  Rainham  Marsh  during  January  and  February  and 
up  to  two  at  Littlebrook.  One  seen  at  Thorpe  G.P.  on  Jan.  25th 
remained  until  the  end  of  March. 

Spring  passage  appeared  to  start  on  Mar.  23rd  and  continued  until 
late  May.  Most  reports  were  of  ones  and  twos,  but  writh  maxima 
of  six  at  Littlebrook  on  Mar.  23rd,  six  at  Barn  Elms  on  May  4th  and 
seven  on  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  on  May  15th. 

At  Addlestone  a  pair  were  present  from  May  until  August.  Display, 
song-flight  and  distraction  display  were  observed  on  a  number  of 
occasions  and  it  is  believed  that  breeding  may  have  taken  place. 
Another  pair  wras  present  at  Thorpe  from  June  until  the  end  of  July. 
Display  and  song-flight  were  observed,  but  it  is  not  thought  that 
breeding  took  place. 

Apart  from  these  two  pairs  there  were  no  other  reports  during  June 
and  the  first  sign  of  return  movement  was  on  July  11th  w'hen  there 
wras  a  single  bird  at  Barn  Elms.  Passage  continued  until  October 
with  many  reports  from  many  localities.  Peak  passage  occurred  in 
early  August  when  there  were  maxima  of  c.  50  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Aug.  3rd,  35  at  Rainham  on  Aug.  4th,  30  at  Littlebrook  on  Aug.  14th 
and  32  on  the  Lea  Valley  Resrs.  on  Aug.  19th.  There  were  a  few 
reports  during  October  and  a  couple  of  stragglers  during  November. 
At  Hampermill  Lake  a  bird  was  seen  on  Dec.  7th,  and  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  there  were  two  present  throughout  December.  At 
Staines  Res.  two  or  three  were  present  throughout  November  and 
December,  with  four  on  Dec.  4th.  A  single  bird  seen  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  during  December  may  well  have  been  one  of  the  wintering 
Staines  birds. 

At  Elstree  on  Aug.  20th  one  visited  a  lawrn  in  a  garden  for  at  least 
40  minutes  (ed).  There  were  several  reports  from  Inner  London 
during  the  year. 


161  Redshank 

As  usual  most  of  the  winter  records  came  from  the  Thames  marshes. 
At  Rainham  Marsh  there  were  80  on  Oct.  28th  and  60  on  Dec.  29th. 
At  Dartford  Marsh  there  were  up  to  150+  during  February,  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December,  while  at  Swanscombe  there  were  up  to  80  from 
January  to  March  and  90  in  late  November.  Records  of  breeding 
and  of  birds  present  in  suitable  localities  in  the  breeding  season  are 
given. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  pairs  bred  (kn).  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  one 
pair  bred  (rwbs)  .  Pairs  summered  at  Great  Parndon  and  at  Romford 
S.F.  (mah). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  pair  bred  and  two  young  were  ringed  on  June 
8th  (rmrc-). 

M  Staines  Moor,  two  pairs  displaying  on  Mar.  25th  (caw)  and  a  pair 
on  Apr.  3rd  (jhw).  Kempton  Park,  “present  during  May  and  June 
and  probably  breeding  on  the  racecourse”  (hrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  four  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  (htg, 
stg).  Swanscombe,  “several  pairs  during  May”  (rvw).  Belvedere, 
one  or  two  pairs  during  May  (rvw). 

S  Bookharn,  four  or  five  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  and 
probably  bred  (gb,  irb,  agc).  Cobham,  a  pair  on  May  3rd  (ph). 
Woodlands  Park,  Leatherhead,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dp). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  reported  on  several  dates  between  Aug.  17th  and 
Sept.  14th  with  a  maximum  of  1 1  on  Aug.  28th  to  the  30th  (mo). 
Roding  Valley,  one  flying  over  calling  on  Aug.  31st  (jgc,  hbf). 
Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (tce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  18th  (jf). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (dicc). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  10th  (ap)  was  the  only  spring  record 
received.  Singles  on  July  26th  (ap),  Aug.  25th  (irb),  Sept.  2nd 
(ap)  and  Sept.  18th  (kjh)  with  four  on  Aug.  30th  (ap).  Staines 
Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  12th  (gh),  Sept.  17th  to  20th  (gde,  gh)  and 
Oct.  12th  (pj).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (ap).  Kempton 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (hrg). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Nov.  12th  and  19th  (rvw). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  31st,  one  of  which  was  trapped  and  ringed 
(edu).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (jaa,  mjd). 

165  Greesisfoaafk 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  maximum,  of  eight  occurred  between  Aug.  27th 
and  Sept.  1st  (rt).  Aveley  Marsh,  two  on  Sept.  4th  (rfl). 

H  Maple  Lodge,  one  on  July  30th  (jrb).  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Sept. 
7th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  three  on  Apr.  19th  (crac)  and  one  at  Staines  Res. 
the  next  day  (kjh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  11th  (ewp-j)  and 
May  11th  (ewp-j)  and  May  13th  (gde). 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  July  12th  (irb),  one  on  July  29th  (ap)  and 
up  to  three  present  from  Aug.  24th  until  Aug.  30th  (irb,  gde,  ap, 
ewp-j).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  July  15th  to  27th  and  three  on  Aug. 
17th  (kjh).  Almost  continually  present  from  Sept.  9th  until  Oct. 
1st  (mo)  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  Sept.  11th  and  13th  (gjh,  tjl). 
Then  single  birds  on  Oct.  9th,  Oct.  16th  (jah)  and  Nov.  2nd  (kjh). 
Staines  Moor,  a  few  reports  during  August  and  September  with  a 
maximum  of  four  on  Sept.  19th  (ap).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on 
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Aug.  15th  (kjh)  and  Aug.  28th  (mc),  Oct.  9th  (mc,  jhw)  and  Nov.  1st, 
8th  and  10th  (mc,  jhw).  Brent  Res.,  two  from  Aug.  13th  to  17th 
(nm,  jhw)  was  the  only  Middlesex  report  from  outside  the  Staines 
Area. 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  May  3rd  (rvw).  Thamesmead  new  town 
site,  one  on  May  7th  (jfw).  In  the  autumn,  three  at  Thamesmead. 
on  Aug.  27th  (jfw)  and  singles  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Aug.  17th  and 
Oct.  12th  (drg). 

S  One  at  Thorpe  on  May  4th  and  three  there  on  Sept.  5th  (ghg). 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  27th  (tjl).  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on 
Aug.  3rd  and  Nov.  13th  and  16th  (brs,  kco).  Holmethorpe  G.P. 
singles  on  July  25th  and  Aug.  18th  (rhbf)  with  two  the  following  day 
(cjb).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th  (ghg,  edu)  and 
two  on  Sept.  9th  (ghg).  East  Molesey.  one  heard  calling  on  Aug. 
10th  (pjo). 

169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Feb.  25th  (kn)  and  20  on  Mar.  16th  (mf). 
Up  to  four  present  from  Aug.  18th  to  Sept.  10th  (cb,  tjl,  kn,  rt). 
Chigwell  Waterworks,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (kn).  Girling  Res.,  three 
from  Aug.  25th  to  28th  (jce,  jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (bls). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (mc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  30  on  Feb.  2nd  and  singles  on  16th  and  23rd. 
Twenty-five  on  Dec.  28th  (drg).  Swanscombe,  five  on  Apr.  5th 
(rvw). 


170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  9th  and  11th  (na,  dab,  rwb,  kjh)  and 
two  on  Aug.  9th  (chs,  rnw). 


171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  30th.,  six  on  Feb.  3rd  and  15th.,  seven 
on  Mar.  23rd,  five  on  Apr.  2nd,  two  on  Apr.  13th  and  one  from  Apr. 
17th  to  27th  (kn,  tjl,  dws).  Singles  on  May  4th  (AGn)  and  May 
20th  (brw).  In  the  autumn  up  to  two  reported  between  July  27th 
and  Aug.  4th.  Reported  again  from  Aug.  27th  to  Sept.  6th  with 
maxima  of  six  on  Aug.  30th  and  five  on  Sept.  6th  (cb,  ruts,  tjl,  kn, 
dws) .  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (jce).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  18th  (jf). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (ask). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  13th  and  14th  (gde,  ewp-j,  cww).  In 
autumn,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  and  4th  (tjl)  and  then  one  to  two  from 
Aug.  23rd  until  31st  (apg,  cww,  ewp-j,  irb)  with  five  on  28th  (jah, 

AP). 

S  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (ghg). 
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173  Temminck’s  Stint 

K  Thamesmead  new  town  site,  two  on  a  drainage  lake  on  May  1 1  th 
(jFW) . 

178  Dunlin 

The  dramatic  increase  in  numbers  on  the  Thames  in  the  winter 
months  which  has  occurred  during  recent  years  continues.  In  1969 
larger  numbers  were  recorded  from  January  to  March  than  in 
November  and  December.  At  Rainham  a  maximum  of  c.  1,650  on 
Jan.  19th,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  maximum  of  300  on  Dec.  29th. 
At  Dartford  there  were  up  to  1,500  during  January  and  February, 
and  in  December  a  peak  of  650  on  the  14th.  At  Swanscombe  up  to 
1 ,500  were  present  during  February  and  March,  The  largest  number 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  at  Woolwich  where  there  were 
750  on  Dec.  28th.  During  the  spring  and  autumn  months  only 
small  numbers  were  reported  from  the  Thames  Marshes,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  being  30  at  Swanscombe  during  May. 

Away  from  the  Thames  the  species  was  reported  at  the  usual  reservoirs 
and  sewage-farms.  There  were  only  four  reports  in  January  and 
February,  but  over  a  dozen  in  March  with  a  maximum  of  20  at 
Staines  Moor  on  Mar.  25th.  There  were  fewer  reports  in  April  and 
May  but  maxima  of  18  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Apr.  27th  and  19 
at  the  same  locality  on  May  12  th.  From  July  to  September  there 
were  about  15  reports  and  a  maximum  again  at  Perry  Oaks  of  23  on 
Aug.  25th.  A  few  reports  of  ones  and  twos  from  October  to  December 
with  eight  at  Perry  Oaks  on  Nov.  15th  and  six  at  Walthamstow  Res. 
on  Dec.  21st.  There  were  four  reports  from  Inner  London  during 
the  year. 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

1969  was  notable  for  the  very  large  numbers  of  this  species  w'hich 
appeared  in  Britain  during  the  autumn.  In  the  London  Area, 
Rainham  Marsh  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  accounted  for  virtually  all  of 
the  records. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  single  on  Aug.  20th,  two  on  Aug.  24th,  sharply 
increasing  to  65  on  29th  and  30th,  reaching  a  peak  of  70  on  Aug. 
31st  and  Sept.  1st.  Numbers  fell  to  60  on  Sept.  3rd  and  40  on  Sept. 
5th,  but  rose  to  50  on  6th.  Thirty  were  reported  on  Oct.  9th  and 
one  remaining  bird  on  the  17th  (cb,  db,  ni,  tjl,  kn,  brw). 

M  A  flock  of  1 1  flew  over  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  24th  (gjh)  and  later  the 
same  day  a  flock  of  12  was  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  There  were  18 
here  the  next  day  gradually  increasing  to  a  maximum  of  39  on  Aug. 
29th  and  Sept.  1st,  thereafter  decreasing  to  24  on  the  4th,  20  on  the 
6th  and  six  on  the  9th.  The  last  bird  was  reported  on  Sept.  12th 

(iRB,  GDE,  EWP-J,  APG,  CWW,  CAW,  KJH,  et  dl.). 

K  Rather  surprisingly  only  one  report,  a  single  bird  at  Dartford  Marsh 
on  Aug.  17th  (drg). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  25th  and  one  on  Aug.  27th  and  29th 
(mc,  edu). 
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181  Sanderling 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  3rd  (ni)  and  one  from  Sept.  3rd  to 
10th  with  two  on  the  6th  (cb,  rwbs,  ni,  kn).  Girling  Res.,  two  on 
July  20th  (jce)  . 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  party  of  eight  on  May  17th  (tjl). 

184  Ruff 

All  localities  from  which  the  species  was  reported  are  mentioned 
below,  although  occurrences  are  slightly  summarized  at  some  sites. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  reported  in  January  and  March  and  on 
three  dates  in  April.  Two  on  July  11th  and  13th,  up  to  15  during 
August  and  a  September  maximum  of  24  on  the  3rd.  One  on  Oct. 
1st  (tjl,  kn,  dws).  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Mar.  16th  to  24th 
(jce).  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  July  27th  and  Aug.  25th  (jf). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  watercress  beds  on  Feb.  8th  was  the  first 
record  for  the  park  (jdm). 

M  Wintering  birds  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Moor  were  seen  up 
to  Mar.  27th,  with  maxima  of  14  during  January,  12  in  February 
and  23  at  Staines  Moor  on  March  25th  (na,  gde,  gjh,  apg,  pjsn). 
The  only  evidence  of  spring  movement  was  of  two  at  Perry  Oaks 
on  May  18th  (ap,  jah).  In  the  autumn  reported  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  from  Aug.  2nd  to  Sept.  26th,  with  maxima  of  12  on  Aug.  25th 
and  Sept.  26th,  and  again  from  Nov.  10th  until  the  end  of  the  year 
with  a  maximum  of  14  on  Nov.  16th  (mo). 

K  Dartford,  present  during  February  and  March  a  maximum  of  75  + 
on  the  Thames  foreshore  on  Feb.  23rd.  Last  reported  on  Mar.  23rd. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  one  on  Nov.  9th  and  a  December 
maximum  of  20  on  the  14th  (drg).  Swanscombe,  12  on  Mar.  9th, 
one  on  Mar.  23rd  and  one  on  July  20th  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  two  present  from  January  to  March  and  up 
to  three  during  December  (jaa,  kco,  brs). 

185  Avocet 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  Avocets  were  reported  in  the  London 
Area. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Mar.  23rd  (kn,  dws). 

S  Holmethorpe  sand-pit,  a  party  of  12  on  Mar.  16th  circled  and 
alighted  twice  before  departing  N.E.  (js,  ms). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  until  3rd  (dab,  frc,  tag,  ewp-j). 

189  Stone  Curlew 

S  Putney  Heath,  one  seen  three  times  in  flight  on  Apr.  26th  (bam). 
The  first  sighting  of  this  spec  satin  the  London  Area  since  1964. 

193  Arctic  Skua 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  4th  to  8th  (jf). 
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199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

In  Regent’s  Park,  Inner  London,  a  pair  was  resident  from  mid- 
February  and  breeding  was  probably  attempted  (rcg).  By  far  the 
largest  flocks  reported  were  from  Sandown  Park  race  course  at  dusk 
between  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  6th.  All  were  certainly  pre-roost 
gatherings,  the  maximum  being  an  estimated  1,250  to  1,500  on  Oct. 
6th  (padh). 

200  Herring  Gull 

Again  bred  successfully  in  Regent’s  Park  Zoo,  Inner  London,  where 
one  pair  reared  three  young.  Nearby  a  second  pair  bred  on  the 
roof  of  a  house  in  Prince  Albert  Road  near  the  northern  perimeter 
of  the  Zoo  (rcg). 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (kn).  Girling  Res.,  one  from 
Feb.  8th  to  23rd  (jf)  and  on  Mar.  3rd  (jce). 

M  Poyle  G.P.,  one  immature  on  Feb.  8th  (na,  rwb,  mc). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

E  Rainham,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (kn).  The  fourth  record  for  the  L.N.H.S. 
area  since  1900. 

207  Little  Gull 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  14th  to  19th  and  on  25th  (jce,  jf). 
King  George  V  Res.,  three  on  Sept.  17th  and  one  on  Sept.  18th 
(JF); 

M  Staines  Res.,  four  adults  on  Apr.  21st  (gde,  apg),  one  on  May  11th 
(GjHn)  and  two  on  June  18th  (cww).  Up  to  three  immatures 
between  Aug.  20th  and  the  end  of  the  month  and  up  to  four  between 
Sept.  9th  and  18th  (mo).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  five  immatures  on 
Aug.  12th  and  13th,  four  including  one  adult  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th 
one  immature  on  Sept.  8th,  three  on  Sept.  14th  and  one  on  Nov. 
8th  (mo).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  adult  and  one  immature  on 
Oct.  12th  (ap). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  first-summer  birds  on  May  6th  (ajh). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

A  short  note  on  ringing  controls  and  territorial  feeding  behaviour 
of  this  species  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  by  jpw  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  report. 

211  Kittiwake 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  immature  found  dead  on  Sept.  17th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  55  were  seen  to  arrive  on  Nov.  10th  and  after  stopping 
for  approximately  ten  minutes  to  preen,  all  left  in  a  W.S.W.  direction. 
Shortly  after  this  departure  a  further  flock  of  30  flew  straight  over 
also  heading  W.S.W.  (gde,  rjj).  Hampton  Court  Park,  one  im- 
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mature  on  Dec.  28th  (DapG).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one 
slightly  oiled  on  Feb.  24th  (ljd). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  23rd  (rsb).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on 
June  6th  (pjsn). 

212  Black  Tern 

First  reports  were  on  Apr.  21st  when  there  were  ten  at  Staines  Res. 
and  one  over  the  Serpentine  in  Hyde  Park.  The  remaining  spring 
passage  was  evident  between  Apr.  27th  and  June  1st  at  six  localities, 
but  with  never  more  than  seven  birds  together. 

Small  mid-summer  numbers  of  this  species  have  been  a  feature  of  recent 
years  so  the  appearance  of  12  on  June  11th  and  c.  30  on  June  10th 
and  12th,  all  at  Staines  Res.  must  be  considered  unusual.  The  return 
passage  became  evident  during  the  last  week  of  July  with  a  few  birds 
at  four  localities.  In  August  Staines  Res.  was  again  the  favoured  area 
attracting  c.  60  on  the  4th  and  at  least  190  the  following  day.  There¬ 
after  and  until  Sept.  16th,  numbers  rarely  reached  double  figures 
anywhere  and  the  last  report  Was  of  one  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Oct. 
5th. 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

The  spring  passage  was  noted  at  eight  localities  from  Apr.  16th  until 
early  June,  but  with  never  more  than  eight  birds  together.  Two 
exceptions  to  this,  and  both  at  Staines  Res.,  were  14  and  44  on  Apr. 
21st  and  May  6th  respectively. 

A  singleton  identified  as  Common  was  seen  over  the  Serpentine  in 
Hyde  Park  on  Apr.  21st.  Evidence  of  the  return  movement  dated 
from  around  mid-July  and  flocks  of  25  and  30  were  reported  from 
Rainham  and  15  from  Queen  Mary  Res.  all  during  the  last  week  of 
August.  Through  September  numbers  were  small  though  c.  30 
were  seen  at  Swanscombe  on  Sept.  15th  and  the  last  individual  of 
the  season  was  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (Herts.)  on  Oct.  12th. 


217  Common  Tern 

E  South  Ockenden  G.P.,  two  to  three  present  all  summer  (jts). 
Fishers  Green,  three  present  all  summer  and  were  seen  carrying 
nesting  material  (jce). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  ten,  with  three  possible  nests  on  June  13th,  17  and 
two  birds  sitting  on  July  5th  and  c.  20  on  July  19th.  Five  young  were 
ringed  at  this  site  (mjb,  rmrg,  rfl). 

M  One  pair  bred  successfully  near  King  George  VI  Res.  (gw-w). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  two  on  June  8th  and  15th  but  not  subsequently  (ghg). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  in  company  with  44  Common/Arctic  Terns  on 
May  6th  (gde,  evvp-j)  . 
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222  Little  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (na),  one  on  May  17th  (GjHn),  one 
on  Aug.  10th  (ajs)  and  two  immatures  flying  east  on  Sept.  13th  (mc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  feeding  at  the  mouth  of  the  R.  Darenth  on 
June  7th  (htg,  stg). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Roding  Valley,  two  flying  over  on  Aug.  1st  (jgc,  hbf).  Girling 
Res.,  five  on  Sept.  27th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  17th  (tjl),  seven  on  Aug.  3rd  (GjHn,  tjl) 
and  one  on  Sept.  7th  (kjh).  Staines  Railway  Station,  some  present 
in  a  mixed  flock  of  terns  totalling  about  a  100  and  flying  S.W.  on 
Sept.  27th  (rwb).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Sept. 
24th  (EMFh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  36  on  Sept.  18th  (drg)  and  one  on  Oct.  4th  (khp). 

226  Little  Auk 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  24th  (dw,  dab). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  and  some  of  the  larger  flocks  seen  are  given. 

E  Four  nests  with  eggs  found  in  the  High  Beach  area  of  Epping  Forest 
and  probable  breeding  pairs  were  reported  from  Wanstead  Park, 
Bulphan  Fen  area,  Hainault,  South  Weald  Park  and  Great  Parndon. 

H  Recorded  from  only  six  localities  during  the  year  and  birds  at  Hamper 
Mill,  Newgate  Street,  Nyn  Park  and  Old  Parkbury  G.P.  during 
spring  and  summer  were  no  doubt  in  their  breeding  quarters. 

M  As  with  Herts,  the  paucity  of  records  is  probably  due  to  observers’ 
lack  of  interest  in  the  species.  However,  records  suggesting  occu¬ 
pation  of  breeding  territories  came  from  Bushy  Park,  Hampton  Court 
Park,  Ken  Wood  and  probably  Staines  Moor.  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  probably  two  pairs  present  from  April  to  August 
with  a  juvenile  seen  with  four  adults  on  June  6th  (DABd,  rfs,  Jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  noted  once  in  spring  and  three  times  in  the  autumn 
with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Sept.  20th  (EMFh,  rcg). 

K  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  St.  Paul’s  Cray  Common,  Lulling- 
stone  Park,  Hosey  Common,  Brasted  Chart,  Petts  Wood,  French 
Street,  Tower  Wood,  Swanscombe,  Joyden’s  Wood,  Greenwich  Park, 
Downe  Bank  Reserve,  Shoreham  and  Eynsford.  Ruxley,  a  flock  of 
80  on  Feb.  16th  decreased  to  c.  10  on  Mar.  2nd  (htg,  stg,  fjh). 
Swanscombe,  70  on  Feb.  9th  and  130  on  Dec.  23rd  (rvw).  Erith 
Marshes,  40  on  Jan.  18th  (rvw). 

S  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Gatton  Park,  Epsom  Common 
(20  on  May  2nd),  Banstead  Wood,  Bookham  Common,  Stoke 
D’Abernon,  Downside,  Claygate,  Oxshott,  Richmond  Park  and 
Beddington  S.F.  Stoke  D’Abernon,  80  at  least  on  No.  29th  (irb). 
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234  Wood  Pigeon 

No  major  movements  were  observed  during  the  current  year  except 
between  Nov.  14th  and  18th.  During  this  period  flocks  were 
reported  heading  S.  or  S.W.  at  six  localities  from  Potters  Bar  in  the 
north  to  W  ellington  in  the  south.  The  largest  count  was  c.  5.000 
heading  south  over  Walton  Res.  on  Nov.  16th  between  09.00  hrs. 
and  10.00  hrs.  (co).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  although  DABd  and  rfs  found  24  nests  in  these  areas,  epb 
considered,  that  fewer  than  usual  had  bred  in  Holland  Park. 

235  Turtle  Dove 

Probably  widespread  as  a  breeding  bird  outside  a  ten-mile  radius 
from  St.  Paul’s,  although  it  is  difficult  to  draw  this  conclusion  from 
the  records  received.  Reported  as  breeding  or  probably  breeding 
at  a  minimum  of  32  localities.  Of  this  total  a  high  proportion  were 
again  from  the  Surrey  part  of  the  area  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
current  B.T.O.  Atlas  survey  will  reveal  the  true  distribution  of  this 
and  other  neglected  species. 

On  Bookham  Common  gb  found  seven  singing  males  on  96  acres  of 
grassland  with  hawthorn,  which  is  an  increase  of  three  on  the  average 
of  the  previous  five  years.  At  Beddington  S.F.  on  Nov.  23rd  one 
was  seen  to  fly  well,  but  trailed  a  wing  when  on  the  ground  and 
therefore  was  probably  prevented  from  migrating  due  to  the  injury 
(amh)  . 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  birds  on 
three  dates  in  May,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  1st  and  (including  Regent’s 
Park)  a  total  of  13  birds  seen  during  September  (DABd,  EMFh,  rcg, 
jpw). 

Collared  Dcve 

The  continuing  spread  of  this  species  can  be  judged  by  the  fact  that 
a  further  39  localities  were  added  to  the  list  of  sites  mentioned  in 
previous  L.B.Rs  bringing  the  total  to  at  least  the  150  mark.  All 
new  areas  are  mentioned  or  listed  below  and  records  are  summarized 
under  county  headings  together  with  some  records  of  interest. 

E  Described  as  “still  increasing”  at  Shenfield  and  up  to  three  pairs 
were  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Brentwood,  Epping,  Waltham 
Abbey,  South  Weald  Park  and  South  Ockenden.  The  largest  flock 
reported  was  of  25  at  Manor  Park  on  Jan.  18th  (rwb).  Additional 
new  areas  included  sightings  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  South  Parndon, 
Ilford,  Barking,  Noak  Hill  and  Hornchurch. 

H  Pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Bushey,  Hoddesdon,  St. 
Albans,  Watford,  Broxbourne  Church  and  Cheshunt.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  flock  was  of  c.  75  at  Rickmansworth  on  Nov.  9th.  Winter 
observations  at  Hertford,  Old  Parkbury  and  Cassiobury  Park,  all 
new  areas  for  the  county. 

M  Breeding  records  from  the  new  areas  of  Shepperton,  Littleton, 
Kempton  Park,  Teddington  Cemetery,  Whetstone  and  Harmonds- 
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worth.  Inner  London:  A  pair  at  Dolphin  Square  from  April  to 
June  (ghg)  and  one  in  Green  Park  on  Apr.  8th  (ghg)  were  the  only 
records. 

K  Bred  or  possibly  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Horton  Kirby  to  Darenth, 
Green  Street  Green,  Orpington,  Chelsfield,  Footscray  Meadows, 
Bexley.  Bexleyheath,  Sidcup,  Lesnes  Abbey  Woods  and  Marlings 
Park.  Numbers  at  Dartford  Marsh  rose  to  38  in  February  and  up  to 
50  in  December  (drg).  Orpington,  flock  of  60  on  Sept.  1st  (ehg). 

S  Summer  records  were  received  from  at  least  25  localities  throughout 
almost  all  the  area.  Areas  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  not 
mentioned  in  previous  L.B.Rs  were  close  to  known  sites  and  included 
Ashtead.,  Ewell,  Hinchley  Wood  (bred  successfully  on  telegraph 
pole),  Claygate  and  Wallington.  Probable  migrant  records  were 
received  for  Morden  Park,  Belmont  Downs  and  Cobham.  At 
Weybridge  ghg  mentions  this  species  as  much  preyed  upon  by 
Carrion  Crows  which  have  been  raiding  nests  and  removing  small 
young.  Amongst  the  increasing  population  at  Sanderstead,  lwc 
found  one  dying  which  was  proved  to  be  suffering  from  trichomoni¬ 
asis,  a  type  of  cancer  in  pigeons. 

237  Cuckoo 

A  record  of  one  at  Weybridge  on  Apr.  3rd  (ghg)  must  rank  as  one 
of  the  earliest  birds  in  recent  years.  This  was  followed  by  one, 
still  relatively  early,  in  Regent’s  Park  six  days  later  (emfIi)  and 
another  at  Ashtead  on  Apr.  16th  (rgb).  The  main  passage,  about 
a  week  later  than  1968,  was  underway  during  the  last  ten  days  of 
April.  The  paucity  of  records  for  the  whole  area  plus  the  general 
comments  of  observers  suggest  the  decline  in  this  bird’s  breeding 
status  continued  into  1969.  Of  the  nine  localities  producing  breeding 
evidence  five  were  in  Surrey.  A  juvenile  appeared  at  Beddington 
S.F.  on  June  29th  and  was  considered  not  of  local  origin.  All  other 
autumn  records  occurred  between  July  18th  and  Sept.  14th. 

241  Barn  Owl 

Fewer  records  received  and  all  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (bsms).  Collier  Row, 
one  pair  reared  three  young  (acp).  Barking,  one  adult  on  June 
23rd  at  a  former  breeding  site  (kb).  Parndon,  absent  in  June  at 
former  nest  site  (hpm). 

H  Sandridge  near  St.  Albans,  fresh  pellets  found  on  Mar.  23rd  (rmb). 
Roydon,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (rmrg). 

M  Kempton  area,  “present  all  year”  (hrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  10th  and  Dec.  14th  (drg).  Plum- 
stead  Marsh,  one  flew  out  of  disused  building  on  May  12th  (jfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair  present  all  year  but  breeding  not  proved 
and  one  adult  found  dead  beneath  cables  on  June  8th  (ndh,  kco, 
brs) .  Richmond  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (bam).  Ewell,  one 
pair  throughout  the  year  (irb).  Woburn  near  Weybridge,  one  at 
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dusk  on  Jan.  19th  (ghg).  Esher  and  Mickleham,  one  heard  several 
times  at  each  locality  during  the  breeding  season  (irb). 

246  Little  Owl 

A  maximum  of  41  pairs  were  reported  as  breeding  or  probably 
breeding  at  some  32  localities,  18  of  which  were  in  Surrey.  Records 
for  each  end  of  the  year  were  received  from  a  further  eight  areas  and 
this  combined  total  is  no  doubt  a  considerable  understatement  of 
its  true  status. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

Clearly  widespread,  but  relatively  few  nests  were  reported  due  to 
the  obvious  difficulties  of  proving  breeding.  Of  the  few  comments 
received  none  referred  to  any  increase  or  decrease.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  at  each  locality  are 
thought  to  have  bred  (dab<i,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  probably 
two  pairs  present  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (epb).  Regent’s  Park, 
probably  four  pairs  present  with  at  least  two  juveniles  reported  (rcg). 
Stanley  Crescent,  heard  during  January  and  February  (epb). 
Walton  Street,  one  at  roost  from  January  to  March  (ghg). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

K  Orpington,  calling  on  Oct.  5th,  Nov.  3rd  and  Dec.  28th  (ehg). 

S  Sanderstead,  one  flushed  from  dense  cover  on  Apr.  20th  and  22nd 
(lwc). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  present  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  8th  to  Mar. 

28th,  but  five  seen  on  Mar.  7th  (cb,  kn,  brw,  dw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (jrb). 

K  Woolwich  Arsenal,  one  on  Dec.  7th  (DPt,  jfw). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  flushed  from  bank  of  reservoir  on  Mar.  9th  (dab, 
fc,  co,  isr).  *  Beddington  S.F.  and  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Oct. 
22nd  had  “apparently  been  present  for  a  week”  (irb).  Richmond 
Park  one  on  Dec.  21st  (rh,  fgmcc). 

252  Nightjar 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Coopersale  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (jm,  bmeu).  Ongar 
Park  Wood,  two  pairs  located  in  June  (jab,  ph,  jts,  djw).  Harts- 
wood,  one  churring  on  May  25th  (mp). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  heard  during  evening  of  June  6th  was  the 
only  record  (ask). 

K  Stone  Wood,  Dartford,  two  migrants  on  May  19th  (drg,  jh,  ts). 
Kelsey  Park,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (jb). 

S  Oxshott,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dp).  Headley  Heath,  up  to 
three  on  four  dates  in  June  (ewf,  rhbf,  kdgm).  Limpsfield  Chart, 
one  on  June  16th,  July  12th  and  19th  and  c.  4  on  Aug.  4th  (rf, 
kajg,  ajh).  Walton  Heath,  six  heard  calling  on  July  1st  (aj  per 
rhbf). 
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255  Swift 

It  seems  likely  that  the  very  first  arrivals  were  missed  this  year  as  the 
total  seen  on  Sunday,  Apr.  20th  at  three  reservoir  areas,  was  nearly 
50.  After  this  date  numbers  increased  in  all  areas  into  May 
culminating  in  flocks,  each  of  c.  1,000  birds,  at  Staines  Res.  on  May 
18th  and  at  Walton  Res.  on  June  5th  and  22nd.  A  normal  departure 
appeared  evident  during  the  first  half  of  August  and  some  seven 
stragglers  were  noted  on  six  dates  between  Sept.  2nd  and  16th. 

A  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  7th,  1967  was  found  dead,  4,200 
miles  S.S.E.,  in  Kasai  Province,  Congo,  sometime  in  the  autumn  of 
1969. 

258  Kingfisher 

A  total  of  15,  possibly  18,  pairs  bred.  This  slightly  increased  total 
over  1968  suggests  that  the  breeding  population  is  as  high,  if  not 
higher,  than  in  the  years  prior  to  the  1962/63  severe  winter.  Also  it 
seems  likely  that  some  pairs  bred  undiscovered.  Records  are  sum¬ 
marized  under  county  headings. 

E  Pairs  bred  successfully  at  Fishers  Green,  Loughton  and  probably 
adjacent  to  Girling  Res.  (tjl,  bsms).  Up  to  five  birds  seen  at  seven 
other  sites  during  the  late  summer  and  the  winter  months. 

H  A  pair  on  the  R.  Lea  near  Hatfield  during  the  summer  probably 
bred  (bsms).  Hoddesdon,  two  on  May  8th  and  one  ten  days  later 
at  Essenden  were  the  only  records  for  May  and  June.  Recorded 
at  many  localities  early  in  the  year  and  from  July  onwards.  At  Rye 
Meads,  27  were  ringed  in  the  course  of  1969,  compared  with  21  in 
1968.  One  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Marlborough,  Wiltshire  on  Aug. 
28th,  1968,  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  July  26th. 

M  Shepperton  and  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  bred  at  each  locality  (frc,  hj). 
Littleton,  described  as  “seen  in  May”  (rfc).  Reported  from  only 
two  localities  during  the  autumn. 

K  Westerham,  pair  feeding  young  on  July  13th  (khp,  rvw).  North 
Cray,  one  on  June  6th  was  the  only  other  breeding  season  record 
received.  (No  reports  from  the  Sevenoaks  area).  One  or  two  at 
eight  other  localities  at  each  end  of  the  year. 

S  Thorpe,  Egham  and  Weybridge  area,  seven  pairs  at  least  bred 
successfully  (ghg).  R.  Mole,  between  Stoke  D’Abernon  and 
Leatherhead,  two  pairs  bred  (irb).  R.  Mole  at  Hersham,  one  pair 
bred  (wri).  Ewell,  no  breeding  this  year  (edu).  Reported  during 
the  winter  months  from  a  further  six  sites. 

Due  to  flood  prevention  work  on  the  river  banks,  the  R.  Mole  at 
Hersham  and  Molesey  has  been  rendered  unsuitable  in  many  places 
for  breeding  Kingfishers. 

261  Hoopoe 

S  Woldingham,  one  in  the  garden  of  Southfields  House  on  Mar.  2nd 
(cah,  wmh)  . 
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262  Green  Woodpecker 

Insufficient  information  was  received  for  anything  like  an  accurate 
assessment  of  the  summer  status  of  this  species.  General  comments 
were  aeain  few  in  number,  but  nevertheless  interesting.  In  Bushv 
Park  mjw  reported  seeing  13  on  Aug.  1 7th  suggesting  successful  breed¬ 
ing  by  several  pairs  and  on  Hayes  Common  in  Kent  awb  noted  one 
breeding  pair  which  was  the  first  since  the  winter  of  1962  63.  In 
Surrey  on  1 36  acres  of  Bookham  Common  gb  noted  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  territories  from  five  to  two  and  res  reported  an  absence 
of  the  species  in  Nonsuch  Park  this  year.  One  calling  in  Kensington 
Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park  on  two  dates  in  April  provided  the  only 
records  for  Inner  London. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  initial  comments  under  Green  Woodpecker  also  applies  to  this 
species.  However,  ehw  notes  no  change  of  status  in  south  Hertford¬ 
shire  and  north  Middlesex  and  gb  recorded  a  return  to  three  (two  in 
1968)  in  the  number  of  territories  of  “drumming”  males  in  40  acres 
of  dense  oakwood  on  Bookham  Common. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singletons  re¬ 
corded  during  eight  months  of  the  year  including  April  and  June  but 
more  frequently  in  September  and  November  (dab.  rfs,  JPw).  Holl¬ 
and  Park,  although  one  male  was  found  dead  on  Feb.  12  th  drumming 
was  heard  from  January  to  the  end  of  April  and  no  breeding  evidence 
was  obtained  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  all  records  were  outside  the 
breeding  season  and  mostly  during  the  autumn  period  (EMFh,  rcg)  . 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  over  50  localities  throughout  the  year  and  a  probable 
minimum  of  35  pairs  were  located  during  the  breeding  season. 
The  summer  localities  included  Wanstead  Park.  Epping  Forest, 
Parndon  Wood.  Weald  Park,  Stanborough  Reed  Marsh.  Brent  Park. 
Bushy  Park,  Hampstead.  Kempton  Park,  Littleton.  Mill  Hill, 
Stanmore.  Potters  Bar,  Kelsey  Park,  Petts  Wood,  Cobham.  Ewell, 
Bookham  Common,  East  Molesey,  Richmond  Park  and  Wimbledon 
Common. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (rcg). 

After  reading  the  general  comment  under  this  species  in  the  L.B.R. 
for  1967,  irb  totalled  his  sightings  of  Woodpeckers  in  the  Epsom, 
Ashtead  and  Oxshott  areas  for  the  current  year  and  found  as  follows : 
Green  Woodpecker  14.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  26,  and  Lesser 
Spotted  Woodpecker  31.  Hence  this  species  is  possibly  more 
common,  at  least  in  some  areas,  than  the  records  suggest. 

265  Wryneck 

Recorded  at  three  sites  during  spring  (earliest  Apr.  6th)  and  at  two 
through  the  summer.  At  one  favoured  site  two  pairs  were  present  in 
May  and  one  nest  was  found.  During  late  June  and  the  first  half 
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of  July,  one,  possibly  two  birds  were  present  in  an  area  frequented 
by  this  species  in  1968.  All  autumn  migrant  records  are  given 
below. 

E  Woodford  Green,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (jgc,  hf).  Buckhurst  Hill,  two 
for  about  ten  days  from  Aug.  27th  {per  bmeu). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Sept.  9th  (dg,  jfi).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  25th  (jhw). 

S  Banstead,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (emf).  Worcester  Park,  one  on  Sept. 
5th  (res). 

271  W  oodlark 

None  in  the  breeding  season.  All  records  are  given. 

M  Stanwellmoor,  two  from  Dec.  13th  until  at  least  the  20th;  one  from 
Dec.  22nd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (apg,  tjl,  cww). 

K  Greenwich  Park,  two  on  Oct.  28th  (pjg). 

S  Headley  Heath,  three  on  Oct.  1st  (cicd). 

272  Skylark 

On  Feb.  8th  following  snowfalls  on  the  previous  day,  small  parties 
were  seen  flying  in  a  W.S.W.  direction  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Bishop’s 
Park,  Fulham,  Regent’s  Park  and.  Worcester  Park  sewage  works  and 
there  were  450  at  Hersham  S.F.  On  Mar.  16th  there  was  a  flock  of 
500  in  one  field  at  Clement  Street,  Kent.  In  the  autumn  severe 
weather  again  resulted  in  a  W.S.W.  movement  of  small  numbers  on 
Nov.  29th  and  30th. 

274  Swallow 

The  first  reported  was  one  at  Fetcham  Mill  Pond  on  Apr.  1 1th.  No 
unusually  large  numbers  were  seen  on  the  spring  passage,  but  in 
autumn  on  Sept.  19th  1,400  flew  S.S.E.  at  Worcester  Park  between 
07.30  hrs.  and  09.30  hrs.  and  passage  continued  until  at  least  mid¬ 
day.  On  the  same  day  100  were  seen  at  Regent’s  Park  and  54  at 
Hyde  Park.  Stragglers  were  still  passing  through  in  the  last  ten  days 
of  October  and  one  was  seen  at  Great  Bookham  on  Nov.  8th. 

276  House  Martin 

The  first  records  were  one  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  two  at  Ashtead  on 
Apr.  10th.  No  large  numbers  were  seen  on  the  spring  passage.  In 
Inner  London  the  colony  at  Harley  Road  and  Elisworthy  Road, 
Primrose  Hill,  had  19  nests  at  least  15  of  which  contained  young 
(rc;g).  To  the  E.,  a  nest  was  found  in  Victoria  Park  Road  (ds), 
and  to  the  W.  where  breeding  has  previously  taken  place  just  outside 
the  Inner  London  Area,  four  pairs  reared  young  in  Harbord  Street, 
Fulham.,  and  young  were  seen  being  fed  in  Fulham  Palace  Road 
(pjSn). 

The  largest  numbers  reported  on  the  autumn  passage  were  500  at 
Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug.  29th  and  400  at  Brent  Res.  on  Sept.  16th. 
Two  pairs  with  young  in  the  nest  were  still  present  at  Potters  Bar  on 
Oct.  18th. 
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277  Sand  Martin 

Twelve  were  seen  at  Darenth  G.P.  on  Mar.  20th  (ja),  but  there  were 
no  further  reports  until  Apr.  8th  when  there  were  two  at  Staines  Res. 
Once  again  the  largest  numbers  for  the  year  were  seen  at  Staines  Res., 
3-4,000  on  Aug.  25th  and  26th  (tjl). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

H  Bricketwood  Common,  one  on  May  31st  heard  giving  three  short 
songs  was  screened  from  the  observer  by  a  dense  thicket  and  was  not 
heard  subsequently  (gcg).  The  observer  is  familiar  with  the  song 
and  had  in  fact  been  listening  to  it  in  Portugal  two  weeks  earlier. 

S  Banstead  Downs,  a  male  on  May  13th  (mjcT. 

280  Carrion  Crow 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  14  pairs  nested 
(DABa,  rfs,  jpwt).  Holland  Park  and  Ladbroke  Square,  one  pair  bred 
at  each  (epb).  St.  Luke’s  College,  one  at  nest  on  Apr.  17th  (pjsn). 
Regent’s  Park,  c.  ten  pairs  survived  attempts  to  reduce  the  population 
and  fledged  young  (EMFh,  rcg).  Brompton  cemetery,  one  at  nest 
on  May  14th  (pjsn). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  two  on  Mar.  23rd  (kg, 
tjl,  KN,  DWs). 

H  Hoddesdon,  one  at  High  Leigh  on  Jan.  23rd  (mjb). 

282  Rook 

H  Cole  Green,  near  Hertford,  of  c.  8,000  corvidae  at  a  roost  on  Jan.  5th, 
90 °o  w^ere  Rooks,  the  rest  Jackdaws  {per  twg). 

283  Jackdaw 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  not  more  than  four  birds  seen, 
but  one  pair  bred  (DABd,  yml,  rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  over 
on  May  13th  and  July  20th  (rcg). 

284  Magpie 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  which  had 
been  present  since  October,  1968,  built  a  nest,  but  were  harrassed 
by  Carrion  Crowds  which  stole  sticks  from  the  nest  which  was  eventu¬ 
ally  deserted;  three  wrere  seen  on  Mar.  17th  (DABd,  yml,  rfs,  jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  from  Mar.  10th,  three  in  early  Apr.;  a  pair  from 
the  beginning  of  May  remained  throughout  the  year,  with  additional 
singles  from  time  to  time.  Up  to  six  in  the  park  and  Primrose  Hill 
in  Sept,  and  Oct.,  and  on  Sept.  20th  three  flying  over  brought  the 
total  to  nine  (EMFh,  hwj,  rcg  et  al.). 
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286  Jay 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  five  territories  and 
at  least  one  pair  bred  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw)  .  Holland  Park,  not  more  than 
two  to  the  end  of  June,  but  a  juvenile  seen  on  July  2nd  (epb).  Lad- 
broke  Grove,  one  on  nest  May  8th  to  1 6th,  but  subsequently  deserted 
(epb).  Brompton  cemetery,  one  carrying  nesting  material  on  Apr. 
17th;  two  on  May  14th  (pjsn).  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  but  only 
two  single  young  seen  (rcg). 

288  Great  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  24  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  at  least  seven  pairs  bred  (epb). 
Brompton  cemetery,  bred;  at  least  four  juveniles  seen  (pjsn).  Regent’s 
Park,  up  to  20  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  57  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Llolland  Park,  bred;  six  nests  known  (epb). 
Brompton  cemetery,  bred;  at  least  four  juveniles  seen  (pjsn).  Regent’s 
Park,  up  to  30  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  ten  territories, 
the  highest  total  since  re-established  in  1966  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland 
Park,  a  pair  throughout  the  breeding  season;  courtship  feeding  seen 
(epb).  Brompton  cemetery,  two  on  May  14th  (pjsn).  Regent’s 
Park,  seven  territories,  but  only  two  broods  seen  (rcg). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (hwj). 

293  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Great  Parndon,  a  pair  during  the  summer  (hpm).  Upminster,  one 
on  May  3rd  (rbw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  present  throughout  year;  a  juvenile  caught  in  first  week 
of  Aug.  (jhw)  .  Potters  Bar,  three  territories  (rfs)  .  Stanmore  Com¬ 
mon,  a  pair  excavated  a  nest  hole  which  was  later  deserted  (ehw). 
Wembley,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (jhw). 

K  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  French  Street,  three  pairs,  Petts 
Wood,  two  pairs,  and  Tower  Wood,  Westerham,  one  pair  (khp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  a  pair  on  Apr.  20th  (crac).  Ashtead  Forest, 
one  pair  at  least  bred  (irb)  .  Banstead  Wood,  two  pairs  bred  (rhbf)  . 
Bookham  Common,  two  pairs  bred  (gb,  ch).  Brooklands,  a  pair  in 
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the  breeding  season  (co).  Burgh  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(rhbF'  .  Gatton,  one  pair  (rhbf  .  Kenley  Woods,  one  pair  bred 
(rf).  Littleworth  Common,  a  nest  with  young  on  May  18th  wri  . 
Merstham,  one  pair  (rhbf).  Old  Malden,  a  pair  on  Apr.  19th  res  . 
Prince’s  Coverts,  three  pairs  bred  (irb).  Wimbledon  golf  course, 
two  adults  on  June  14th  (ndh). 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Increasing  in  some  parts  of  Surrey,  but  three  reports  from  X.  of  the 
Thames  suggest  that  numbers  breeding  were  lower  than  in  1968.  An 
Inner  London  record  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Oct.  21st 
(rfs). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

K  Belvedere,  a  male  on  Mar.  1st  (rvw,  jfw).  Swanscombe,  seven  on 
Jan.  3rd  and  six  on  the  19th,  ten  on  Mar.  9th:  two  or  three  on  Dec. 
23rd  (fjh,  rvw). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  to  May  8th  and  on  four  dates  from 
Sept.  27th  to  Dec.  21st  (epb).  Walton  Street,  S.W.3,  one  visited  a 
bird  table  on  Jan.  15th  and  Feb.  23rd  (ghg). 

298  Tree  Creeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  resident  in 
breeding  season  but  no  evidence  of  nesting.  Also  seen  in  Feb.  and 
one  or  two  in  August  to  November  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park, 
one  on  Oct.  7th  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  21st  and  26th 

(EMFh,  RCG). 


299  Wren 

Now  seems  to  have  fully  recovered  from  the  hard  1 962 , 63  winter. 
Recent  large  increases  in  breeding  pairs  in  the  Common  Bird  Census 
plots  have  almost  levelled  out  with  a  6%  increase  over  1968. 
Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  bred;  12  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park, 
probably  five  pairs  bred  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  bred:  at  least  18 
territories  (rcg)  . 


300  Dipper 

K  North  Cray,  one  a  Foots  Cray  Meadows  was  first  seen  by  stg  on  Jan. 
11th;  it  was  ringed  by  csr  on  Feb.  15th  and  last  reported  on  Mar. 
10th.  It  showed  characters  of  the  black-bellied  form  C.c.  cinclus. 
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301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  ten  territories 
(dabcI,  rfs,  JPw).  Holland  Park,  seen  frequently  Jan.  to  Apr.;  one 
collecting  food  on  Apr.  18th  (epb).  Stepney,  one  carrying  food  from 
a  garden  in  Bancroft  Road  on  May  20th,  and  two  adults  in  nearby 
Meath  Gardens  on  June  10th  (pjsn).  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  at  least 
12  territories  (rcg). 

302  Fieldfare 

Very  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  On  Jan.  19th  kco 
estimated  the  number  at  Beddington  S.F.  as  2,000.  At  Erith  Marsh 
there  were  up  to  600  in  January,  and  flocks  of  100  or  more  were 
reported  from  six  other  localities  during  the  month.  On  February 
8th  following  snow  on  the  previous  day  many  parties  were  seen  moving 
S.W.  at  Clement  Street  and  Danson  Park  (estimated  at  500  per  hour 
by  rvw)  and  smaller  numbers  were  seen  at  six  other  localities.  The 
severe  weather  continued  until  the  20th  and  during  this  period  there 
were  many  reports  of  parties  or  flocks  of  up  to  200  feeding  in  gardens, 
parks  and  orchards.  On  Feb.  18th  221  descended  into  a  small  garden 
at  Weybridge  (ghg).  Numbers  remained  high  at  Beddington  S.F.  in 
Feb.  and  in  12  square  miles  in  the  Ewell,  Epsom  and  Chessington  area, 
irb  estimated  that  there  were  1,250  on  Feb.  15th.  On  Mar.  2nd 
there  were  400  at  Coopers  Green  Hatfield,  but  numbers  were  now 
falling  as  birds  left  the  Area.  On  Apr.  2nd,  during  the  return  migra¬ 
tion,  there  were  1,000  at  Stoke  D’Abernon  and  250  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Apr.  11th.  One  was  seen  in  Richmond  Park  as  late  as  May  15th 
(Mjcd,  bam).  There  was  one  at  Beddington  Park  on  the  remarkable 
date  of  July  2nd  (res).  Early  autumn  arrivals  were  seen  at  Rainham, 
one  on  Sept.  17th  (kn)  and  Worcester  Park,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (res). 
There  were  few  Oct.  records,  and  those  of  small  numbers  until  the 
31st  when  275  were  counted  moving  W.  at  King  George  VI  Res. 
Numbers  subsequently  were  smaller  than  in  1968. 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  45  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  JPw).  Holland  Park,  bred;  a  juvenile  on  July  4th  and  5th 
(epb).  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  over  50  territories  (rcg). 

304  Redwing 

As  with  Fieldfare  substantial  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
At  Beddington  S.F.  c.  1,000  on  Jan.  9th  (kco),  and  flocks  of  over  100 
at  three  localities  in  Middlesex  during  the  month.  There  were  fewer 
reports  of  movements  of  this  species  during  the  severe  weather  in  Feb., 
but  in  the  12  square  mile  area  in  the  Ewell/Epsom/Chessington 
district  already  referred  to  under  Fieldfare  there  were  2,600  on  Feb. 
15th  (irb).  The  last  reported  in  the  spring  was  one  at  Beddington 
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S.F.  on  May  11th.  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  seen  on  Oct. 
5th.  A  week  later  drg  reported  birds  moving  all  day  at  Dartford 
Marsh  and  estimated  the  numbers  at  2,000  +  .  On  the  same  day  at 
Thorpe  ghg  noted  small  flocks  of  10-75  moving  S.  from  dawn  to  mid¬ 
day  and  estimated  the  numbers  at  between  3,500  and  4,500.  Move¬ 
ments  on  a  smaller  scale  were  recorded  on  several  other  dates  in  Oct. 
On  Nov.  27th  rhbf  reported  c.  3,000  moving  N.  in  six  hours  at  Burgh 
Heath. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Fishers  Green,  a  male  on  Apr.  27th  (jce). 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Apr.  13th  and  one  or  two  from  Apr.  16th  to  20th 
(rmrg). 

M  Kempton,  two  females  on  Apr.  26th  (hrg).  Pinner  Hill,  a  female 
on  Apr.  21st  (rnw).  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  female  from  Feb. 
15th  to  Mar.  26th  (na,  ewp-j,  cww).  Wembley,  a  female  at  Barn 
Hill  on  Apr.  27th  (lab). 

S  Putney  Heath,  two  females  on  Apr.  26th  (bam). 

308  Blackbird 

All  breeding  records  received  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  89  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  JPw).  Holland  Park,  bred;  probably  20  pairs  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  bred;  up  to  150  pairs  (rcg).  Cannon  Street  Station, 
a  nest  on  a  girder  about  12  feet  high;  apparently  only  one  young 
(DJM). 

311  Wheat  ear 

The  first  arrival  was  noted  on  Mar.  15th.  On  Apr.  26th  there  were 
16+  in  Richmond  Park,  10+  at  Kempton  Res.  and  10+  at  Putney 
Heath.  Passage  continued  until  May  25th.  A  late  bird  was  seen 
on  June  13th  at  Rainham,  but  may  have  been  one  of  a  pair  which 
remained  at  Dartford  Marsh  throughout  the  breeding  season  (drg). 
A  juvenile  was  seen  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  July  8th  (brs).  Autumn 
passage  began  on  Aug.  6th;  the  largest  flock  reported  was  20+  at 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (gde)  on  Aug.  26th,  and  passage  continued  until 
mid-October  with  late  birds  reported  on  Nov.  2nd  and  9th. 

317  Stonechat 

One  pair  reared  young  at  Rainham  Marsh  (brw).  Outside  the 
breeding  season  from  one  to  five  reported  from  22  localities. 

318  Whinchat 

Frequent  on  passage,  but  only  bred  in  Essex,  details  below: 

E  Hornchurch,  two  pairs  on  the  airfield,  one  pair  with  fledged  young 
on  June  20th  (jrd).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  in  the  breeding 
season,  and  an  adult  with  three  young  seen  on  July  25th  (kb,  kn,  brw). 
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320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  pairs  (jce).  Hainault,  one  pair  bred  and  at 
least  one  other  male  held  territory;  Thorndon  Park  three  or  four 
pairs  (jts)  . 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood.,  bred  as  usual  but  numbers  appeared  to  be 
below  normal  (jj,  ehw)  . 

K  Brasted  Chart,  three  males  in  the  breeding  season  (khp).  Chart’s 
Edge,  a  pair  on  June  1st  (gcg).  Hosey  Common,  one  pair  in  the 
breeding  season  (khp).  Westerham,  four  pairs  in  the  breeding 
season  (khp). 

S  Ashtead  Forest,  one  pair  bred  (irb).  Limpsheld,  a  fledged  young  at 
High  Chart  on  July  14th  (djm).  Weybridge,  a  female  carrying  food 
at  Oatlands  on  July  12th  (ghg). 

321  Black  Redstart 

At  least  five  pairs  bred  and  three  other  pairs  and  six  singing  males 
located  in  the  breeding  season.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (jf).  Dagenham,  one  singing  at 
Fords  on  June  25th  (mja).  Girling  Res.,  a  female  on  Mar.  22nd  (jf). 
Harlow,  a  pair  bred  successfully  at  a  timber  yard  (matr,  tw). 
Stratford,  a  pair  reared  young  at  the  1964  site  (bsms).  Walthamstow, 
one  singing  from  May  to  early  July  at  Banbury  Res.  pumphouse  (jf). 
West  Ham  Power  Station,  one  nest  found  but  no  young  reared  (bsms). 

H  Welwyn  Garden  City,  a  pair  raised  three  young  on  an  industrial 
estate  (bsms). 

M  Brentford,  a  male  singing  on  a  building  site  on  May  12  th  and  19th 
(rwg).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  3rd  (jh).  Kempton 
Res.,  a  female  on  Apr.  13th  (ghg)  and  one  on  May  17th  (kjh). 
Staines:  an  adult  male  at  King  George  VI  Res.  from  Feb.  15th  to 
Mar.  1st;  an  immature  male  at  Staines  Res.  from  Mar.  25th  to  27th 
and  Apr.  1st  to  3rd,  and  a  female  there  on  Apr.  19th  (na,  gjh,  tjl 
et  al.);  a  female  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Oct.  23rd  (ap).  Stan- 
wellmoor,  an  adult  male  on  Dec.  22nd  and  23rd  (apg).  Islington, 
one  singing  in  a  derelict  area  on  Apr.  14-th  (ehg).  Inner  London: 
Brompton  Cemetery,  two  including  a  singing  male  on  July  9th,  and 
a  female  or  immature  on  July  18th  (pjsn).  Cripplegate,  one  or  two 
from  May  to  Oct.  21st  (rbw).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  a 
female  on  Apr.  8th  and  one,  probably  first  summer,  on  May  1st  (DABd) . 

K  Bostall  Woods,  a  female  on  Mar.  24th  (jfw).  Greenwich  “Marshes”, 
a  female  seen  only  once  although  several  visits  made  in  May  (pjGd). 
Littlebrook,  three  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  and  female  believed  to  be  passage  birds  on 
Apr.  2nd  (ndh).  Croydon  Power  Station,  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(ndh,  kco).  Thorpe,  a  first  year  male  from  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  9th 
(ghg).  Inner  London:  a  female  or  first  year  male  near  Waterloo 
Bridge  flew  towards  Blackfriars  Bridge  on  May  8th  and  9th  (pjsn). 
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322  Nightingale 

All  records  except  obvious  passage  migrants  are  given. 

E  Ardley,  one  singing  in  May  (jrd).  Epping  Forest,  three  males  sing¬ 
ing  at  Fairmead  Bottom  May  25th  to  28th  (pab,  bmeu).  Hainault 
Forest,  two  singing  on  May  3rd  (kn,  brw).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on 
May  30th  (aps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  five  singing  males  on  June  6th  (ask).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  a  flourishing  colony  (ehw). 

M  Scratch  Wood,  one  singing  in  May  and  June  but  no  sign  of  mate  or 
breeding  (ehw). 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  on  May  22nd  (RHy).  Northfleet  G.P.,  two 
singing  on  Apr.  24th  and  25th  and  four  singing  on  May  13th  (rfs). 
Pratts  Bottom,  two  males  present  until  the  first  week  of  June  (pmw). 
Shoreham,  two  singing  males  during  the  summer  (gmc). 

S  Ashtead  Forest,  two  pairs  bred  (irb).  Bookham  Common,  four 
territories  (gb).  Headley  Heath,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  late 
May  and  June;  Mickleham,  one  pair  bred;  Prince’s  Coverts,  ten  + 
pairs  bred  (irb). 

325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given.  Present  in  the  breeding 
season  also  at  Brompton  Cemetery  in  Inner  London. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  13  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  probably  12  pairs  bred  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  c.  20  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  a  record  for  Inner  London  are  given. 
E  Coopersale  Common,  one  singing  on  July  24th  (bmeu).  Girling  Res., 
one  singing  in  June  and  July  (jf).  Hainault,  one  Apr.  25th  and  26th 
and  May  3rd  (mkd).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  singing  in  June  and  July 
(BSMs) . 

M  Mill  Hill,  two  singing  males  on  May  9th  and  one  on  May  19th,  20th 
and  25th  but  not  seen  subsequently  (jh,  ehw)  .  Potters  Bar,  a  singing 
male  on  May  1st  (jpw).  Inner  London:  one  singing  in  St.  James’s 
Park  on  Apr.  26th  (jms). 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  one  singing  on  June  11th  (djm).  Chelsfield,  one 
singing  on  May  4th  (djm).  Joydens  Wood,  one  on  May  19th  (RHy). 
Shoreham,  a  pair  at  White  Hill  during  the  summer  (gmc). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  five+  pairs  feeding  young  on  June  28th  (dp). 
Banstead  Downs,  one  singing  on  May  21st  and  June  11th  (res). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  ringed  on  May  3rd,  and  a  ringed  bird  there  on 
July  13th  (brs,  kco).  Bookham  Common,  six  singing  males  during 
the  spring  (gb).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing  several  times  during 
the  breeding  season  (irb).  Fetcham  Downs,  one  singing  on  May  12th 
(agc).  Headley  Heath,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  May  and 
June  (irb,  ewe,  kdgm).  Knott  Park,  two  on  July  1st  (dp).  Mickle¬ 
ham  Downs,  one  singing  on  May  27th  (irb).  Prince’s  Coverts,  c. 
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ten  pairs  bred  (irb).  Purley,  one  singing  on  May  3rd  (mgg).  Thorpe, 
at  least  four  pairs;  young  seen  (ghg).  Limpsfield,  three  singing  at 
High  Chart  on  June  13th  (djm). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

An  Inner  London  record  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  3rd  (EMFh,  hwj,  rcg). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  singles  on  May  3rd,  5th  and  12th  (epb, 
ge).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  28th  and  29th 
(DABd).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (EMFh). 

343  Blackcap 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence,  and  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Barnet,  a  female  feeding  in  a  garden  during  a  snowfall  on  Feb.  16th 
(pc).  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (krj).  Stanborough  reed 
marsh,  a  male  on  Mar.  8th  ( per  rll). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  Jan.  4th  and  9th,  two  Nov.  22nd,  a  male  Nov. 
29th  and  a  male  Dec.  6th,  all  trapped  and  ringed  (hrg).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  seven  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  probably  three  pairs  bred  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs;  two  broods  seen  (rcg). 

S  Walton-on-Thames,  a  female  feeding  on  rotten  apples  in  a  small 
garden  on  Feb.  2nd  and  12th  (ghg).  West  Norwood,  a  female  Mar. 
5th  to  12th  (whp). 

347  Whitethroat 

Observers  were  almost  unanimous  in  reporting  a  substantial  drop  in 
breeding  pairs  compared  with  1968.  This  is  in  line  with  many  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  reasons  for  this  decrease  have  not  been 
fully  investigated.  Ten  observers  gave  comparative  figures  which 
totalled  33  pairs  in  1969  against  145  in  1968.  Ten  Common  Bird 
Census  plots  reported  a  drop  from  a  total  of  89  territories  in  1968  to 
only  18  in  1969.  These  figures  combined  show  a  startling  drop  of 
79%  in  the  breeding  population  in  the  London  Area,  and  future 
trends  should  be  closely  watched. 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Reports  suggest  that  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  was  reduced  com¬ 
pared  with  1968,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  Whitethroat. 

354  Willow  Warbler 

A  breeding  record  for  Inner  London  is  given. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  for  the  first 
time  in  the  park  since  1923.  The  nest  was  in  the  Long  Water 
sanctuary,  and  a  fledged  juvenile  was  seen  onjuly  2nd  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 
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356  Chiffchaff 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  are  given. 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  bird  ringed  in  Dec.  1968  was  seen  throughout  Jan. 
and  Feb.  and  was  re-trapped  on  Mar.  16th;  a  second  wintering  bird 
was  ringed  on  Feb.  15th  and  was  re-trapped  on  Feb.  22nd  and  Mar. 
22nd  (rmrg). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  and  25th;  one  on  Dec.  6th  (hrg). 

Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (jah). 

K  Ruxley,  one  on  Feb.  1st,  17th  and  27th  and  Mar.  1st  and  8th  (fjh). 
S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  26th  and  27th  (rsb).  Weybridge 
Heath,  one  on  Feb.  6th  and  two  singing  on  Feb.  25th  (ghg).  Old 
Malden,  one  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Feb.  5th  (res). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Brentwood,  a  male  at  Hart’s  Wood  on  May  27th  and  30th  (jab,  dw). 
Epping  Forest,  a  male  from  May  15th  to  30th  but  not  seen  on  June 
2nd  (bmeu).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  May  30th  and  June  1st  (kgf). 
Warley,  one  at  Scrub  Hill  on  May  24th  and  30th  (jab,  rbw). 

Id  Northaw  Great  Wood,  conflicting  reports :  one  observer  stated  several 
pairs,  but  another  “none  recorded  all  summer — first  time  for  many 
years”. 

M  Stanmore  Common,  two  pairs  bred  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (dab<i).  Holland  Park, 
two  on  May  12th,  one  on  the  13th  (ge,  wmo).  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
on  May  6th  and  14th  and  on  Aug.  14th  (EMFh,  rcg). 

K  Brasted  Chart,  three  males  on  June  1st  (khp).  Hayes  Common,  a 
pair  probably  bred  (awb)  .  Hosev  Common,  three  pairs  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  season,  (gcg,  khp).  Petts  Wood,  two  pairs  from  May  17th  to 
June  6th,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (khp). 

S  Banstead  Wood,  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (rhbf).  Burgh 
Heath,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  May  and  June;  Epsom  Com¬ 
mon,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  May  and  June  (irb).  Headley, 
a  pair  with  young  in  July;  Kingswood,  a  pair  in  the  breeding  season 
(rhbf).  Limpsfield  Chart,  one  singing  on  Jtme  1st  (gcg). 

364  Goidcrest 

South  of  the  Thames  reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  nine 
localities  in  Kent  and  26  in  Surrey.  All  breeding  season  records  for 
N.  of  the  Thames  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  feeding  two  young  on  Aug.  6th  (mah).  Highams 
Park,  a  male  singing  on  June  9th  and  11th  (pfb).  Theydon  Bois,  a 
male  on  Apr.  28th  (mkd).  Weald  Park,  one  on  May  1st  (jrd). 

H  Hoddesdon,  one  from  Jan.  12th  to  May  19th  (mjb). 
hi  Bushy  Park,  a  pair  bred  successfully  in  the  Waterhouse  Plantation 
(Bushy  Park  Report) .  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  and  another 
believed  to  have  bred  (kes).  Hampton  Court  Gardens,  one  singing 
on  May  20th  (crac).  Potters  Bar,  a  pair  with  at  least  two  young  on 
Aug.  16th  (jpw). 
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365  Firecrest 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  Apr.  5th  (lab).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Apr. 
20th  (dgh,  dmp).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  11th 

(EMFh) . 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (jh,  dh,  ws).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one 
on  Nov.  20th  (ajw). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (sdh).  Chessington,  one  on  Jan.  1st 
(msk).  Ewell,  one  at  Stoneleigh  on  Apr.  4th  (Mjcd). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  ten  territories 
(dabcJ,  rfs,  Jpw).  Holland  Park,  bred;  a  juvenile  being  fed  on  July 
1st  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  ten  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

All  spring  records  in  the  period  Apr.  26th  to  29th,  five  localities  on 
the  26th,  two  on  the  27th  and  one  on  the  29th.  One  at  Mill  Hill 
on  July  11th  (ehw).  Autumn  passage  was  from  Aug.  15th  to  Sept. 
29th,  not  more  than  two  being  seen  at  any  locality. 

371  Hedge  Sparrow 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  28  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  probably  12  pairs  bred  (epb). 
Regent’s  Park,  c.  50  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

No  noteworthy  numbers  during  the  spring  passage.  In  the  autumn 
there  was  a  peak  on  Sept.  19th  with  416  noted  at  four  localities. 
Smaller  numbers  were  noted  on  other  dates  in  Sept.,  Oct.  and  Nov. 
The  breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Rainham,  several  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  (kn)  . 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  nest  found  (rmrg). 

M  Harmondsworth,  four  pairs  bred  (ewp-j)  .  Staines  Moor,  one  singing 
on  May  20th;  Staines  Res.,  three  singing  on  May  20th  (caw). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  c.  five  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (jfw). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  four  pairs  in  June  (res).  Beddington  S.F.,  three 
pairs  on  May  4th,  but  no  young  seen  (kco)  .  Headley  Heath,  three 
pairs  at  least  on  June  7th;  Walton  and  Banstead  Heaths,  four  pairs 
on  June  1st  (rhbf). 

375  Tawny  Pipit 

M  Hayes,  one  on  Sept.  29th  was  the  fourth  record  for  the  London  Area 
(mr.  and  mrs.  jah). 

Tree  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  for  localities  not  given  in  L.B.R.  for  1968 
is  given. 
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E  Havering,  two  on  June  5th  (jts).  Curtis  Mill  Green,  one  on  June 
9th  (rbw)  . 

H  Bricketwood  Common,  one  singing  on  May  31st  (gcg).  Cassiobury 
Park,  three  pairs  bred  successfully  (jdm).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one 
pair  at  least  (ehw). 

M  Scratch  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  31st  (gcg).  Wembley,  a  pair 
bred  at  Barn  Hill  (kvt). 

K  Brasted  Chart,  one  pair  :  Crockenhill.  three  pairs;  Joydens  Wood, 
one  pair;  Petts  Wood,  a  singing  male;  Tower  Wood  W'esterham. 
eight  pairs  (khp).  Shoreham,  two  singing  males  at  White  Hill  in  the 
breeding  season  (gmc). 

S  Addington  district,  five  pairs  in  May  (sdh  .  Ashtead  Common  and 
Forest,  at  least  four  pail's  breeding  (irb).  Bookham  Common,  one 
in  May,  June  and  July  (rg,  chi.  Littleworth  Common,  three  or 
four  territories  (ewf,  dp).  Knott  Park  six  singing  on  June  23rd  dp  . 
Prince’s  Coverts,  at  least  ten  pairs  breeding  (irb).  Walton  and 
Banstead  Heaths,  four  pairs  on  June  1st  (rhbf). 

379  Rock  Water  Pipits 

Records  of  from  one  to  six  Rock  Pipits  ( petrosus )  from  resrs..  S.Fs. 
and  the  Thames  marshes  during  the  winter  months  and  passage  per¬ 
iods.  Larger  numbers  at  Dartford  Marsh  with  up  to  ten  in  Feb.,  up 
to  15  in  Nov.  and  up  to  20  in  Dec.  Records  of  birds  considered  by 
the  observers  to  have  the  characters  of  the  W  ater  Pipit  ( spinoletta ) 
are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  23rd  and  28th  and  Dec.  9th  (kn, 

DWs) . 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  Feb.  23rd  and  Dec.  29th  (aeg,  nm,  ehw). 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  18th  (dkc). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (rwb,  mc).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  Mar.  27th  (jah).  Perry  Oaks,  one  from  Dec.  26th  to  29th  (ap). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (jhw).  Beddington  S.F.,  present 
from  Jan.  to  Apr.  7th,  maximum  eight  to  ten  on  Jan.  19th;  again  from 
Oct.  19th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  maximum  c.  ten  on  Dec.  21st  (kco). 
Hersham  S.F.,  present  from  Dec.  13th  to  27th,  maximum  four  on 
Dec.  20th  (DABd,  mc,  gjh,  tjl,  edu). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

The  roost  at  Hammersmith  Broadway  referred  to  in  L.B.R.  for  1968 
reached  a  maximum  of  120  in  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1969  (ghg).  Breeding 
records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  in 
Hyde  Park  (DABd,  rfs,  Jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (EMFh, 
rcg).  Smith’s  Square,  two  juveniles  being  fed  by  parents  on  June 
5th  (ghg). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and  29th  (kb,  kn). 
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M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Apr.  15th  and  16th  (ma).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  Apr.  7th  (gjh).  Staines  Res.,  one  Apr.  13th  to  18th  and  27th, 
two  on  the  28th  (gde,  gcg,  ewp-j,  caw,  cww). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (wjd).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on 
May  29th  (aws). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Brent  Park,  a  pair  during  breeding  season  were  probably  the  pair 
seen  feeding  young  at  Brent  Res.  on  July  9th  (jhw).  Littleton,  bred 
(frc).  West  Hyde,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  on  June  1st  (pfb). 

fv  Footscray  Meadows,  a  pair  with  nest  material  on  May  3rd  (stg). 
Ruxley  G.P.,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  July  1st  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  (kco).  Cobham,  one  pair  bred  (irb, 
phs)  ,  Great  Bookham,  two  juveniles  on  May  25th  (agc).  Leather- 
head  area,  two  pairs  apparently  breeding  (irb).  Stoke  D’Abernon, 
one  pair  bred  (irb). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  distribution  for  localities  not  included  in  the  L.B.R. 
for  1968  is  given. 

E  Chigwell,  one  pair  bred  at  the  waterworks  (kn).  Rainham  Marsh, 
several  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  (kn). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  six 
nests  found  (rmrg). 

M  Harmondsworth,  three  pairs  bred  (ewp-j).  Kempton  Res.,  breeding 
attempted  (hrg).  Mill  Hill:  a  juvenile  on  July  6th  at  Mill  Hill  Park 
may  have  come  from  the  Mill  Hill  end  of  Hendon  aerodrome  where 
a  male  and  a  juvenile  were  seen  on  July  25th  (rah).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  two  pairs  bred  (ewp-j). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  c.  five  pairs  in  breeding  season  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh, 
five-six  pairs  in  breeding  season  (drg).  Greenwich  Marshes,  one 
pair  hatched  five  young  (jrhc,  pjg). 

S  Field  Common,  two  pairs  at  least  attempted  to  breed;  young  seen  on 
July  14th  (dp).  Weybridge,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (ghg). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

One  pair  bred  successfully.  No  reports  of  passage  birds. 

389  Starling 

During  severe  weather,  a  westerly  movement  was  noted  at  four  local¬ 
ities  on  Feb.  8th,  totalling  some  1,100  birds.  The  only  date  on  which 
autumn  migrants  were  reported  from  more  than  one  locality  was  Oct. 
3 1st,  but  the  total  was  only  2,600  from  three  localities.  Further  move¬ 
ments  were  noted  on  several  dates  in  November  from  single  localities, 
including  3,500  W.  at  Worcester  Park  S.F.  on  Nov.  5th.  Breeding 
records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  64  nests  found  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  bred, 
not  in  large  numbers  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  50  pairs  bred 
(rcg). 
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391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Doddinghurst  Park  Wood,  a  male  with  a  damaged  wing  picked  up 
prior  to  June  14th  (jts).  Epping  Forest,  seen  during  the  breeding 
season  at  High  Beach,  Monk  Wood  and  Fairmead  (jf).  Parndon 
Wood,  one  pair  reared  three  young  (fipm).  Thorndon  Park,  a  pair 
and  a  single  bird  on  May  24th  (rbw). 

H  Essendon,  three  in  Backhouse  Wood  on  May  18th  (jj,  rp).  Xorthaw 
Great  Wood,  three  on  Apr.  17th  (jj,  rp).  Panshanger,  one  pair 
probably  bred  ( per  twg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Nov.  19th 
(DABd).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  14th  (rgg). 

K  Brasted  Chart,  one  on  June  1st  (kpip).  Joydens  Wood,  a  male  on 
May  23rd  (htg).  Lullingstone  Park,  a  pair  with  two  young  on  June 
22nd  (khp). 

S  Ashtead  Park,  one  on  May  5th  (dp).  Bookham  Common,  one  on 
Apr.  18th  (rg).  Littleheath  Common,  a  pair  on  Apr.  27th  (bfc). 
Streatham  Common,  a  pair  during  the  breeding  season  (bwf). 

392  Greenfinch 

During  hard  weather  on  Feb.  8th,  120  were  seen  in  a  garden  at 
Potters  Bar  in  which  400  were  colour  ringed  during  the  1968/69 
winter.  Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  23  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  bred  (epb).  Regent’s  Park,  c.  30 
pairs  bred  (rcg). 

393  Goldfinch 

The  largest  flock  reported  was  400,  but  the  locality  is  withheld  at  the 
request  of  the  observer  due  to  the  activities  of  bird  catchers.  Breeding 
records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  four  or  five  pairs  bred  (rcg). 

394  Siskin 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  largest  numbers  reported  were  two 
flocks  of  75  and  40  at  Addlestone  on  Jan.  26th  (ghg)  and  60  at 
Leatherhead  on  Mar.  15th  (rg).  As  late  as  May  2nd  there  were  25 
at  Epsom  Common  (dp)  .  An  unusual  record  was  three  at  Banstead 
on  July  13th  and  18th  (emf).  The  first  autumn  arrivals  were  ten  at 
Greenwich  Park  on  Oct.  30th  (pjg).  The  largest  numbers  reportep 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were  40  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Dec.  21st  and  40 
at  Cassiobury  Park  on  Dec.  30th  (dkc). 

One  ringed  at  Weybridge  on  Mar.  24th,  1966  was  controlled  where 
ringed  on  Mar.  3 1st,  1969.  One  ringed  at  Weybridge  on  Feb.  28th, 
1967,  was  reported  caged  at  Salduero,  Soria,  Spain  on  Mar.  20th, 
1969  (ghg). 
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395  Linnet 

Reported  from  six  localities  taking  part  in  the  westerly  movement 
during  severe  weather  on  Feb.  8th,  the  total  being  952. 

396  Twite 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (jhw). 

397  Lesser  Redpoll 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given  for  N.  of  the  Thames  but  for 
the  S.  only  localities  not  published  in  the  L.B.Rs.  for  1966,  1967  and 
1968  are  given. 

E  Coopersale  Common,  one  pair  bred  (bmeu).  Epping  Forest,  a  nest 
with  eggs  found  on  June  15th  (jge). 

H  Bricketwood  Common,  a  few  present  on  May  31st  (gcg).  Cassiobury 
Park,  possibly  two  pairs  bred  (jdm).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  three- 
five  pairs  present  all  summer  (jj). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  summered  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (jhw). 
Harrow  Weald,  two  pairs  (ehw).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  few  pairs  in 
the  breeding  season  (kes)  .  Scratch  Wood,  several  on  May  3 1st  (gcg). 
Stanmore  Common,  three  pairs  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  or  two  frequented  the  leaf  yard  during  the  breeding  season, 
but  no  evidence  of  nesting  (EMFh,  rcg)  . 

S  Cobham,  parents  feeding  young  on  June  25th  (phs).  Leatherhead, 
nests  found  at  Randalls  Park  and  the  golf  course  (agc,  dp).  Wall- 
ington  up  to  six  singing  males  in  May,  June  and  July  (kdgm). 

401  Bullfinch 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  occupied 
a  territory  from  the  Hudson  sanctuary  to  the  Long  Water  sanctuary, 
and  two  young  seen  on  Aug.  7th;  the  first  breeding  record  for  the 
park  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  (epb).  Regent’s 
Park,  probably  seven  pairs  bred  as  last  year  (EMFh,  rcg). 

404  Crossbill 

K  Hosey  Common,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (khp). 

S  Banstead,  one  on  July  24th  and  27th  and  two  on  Aug.  30th  (emf). 
Weybridge,  11  on  Aug.  22nd  (ghg). 

407  Chaffinch 

In  recent  years  the  Chaffinch  has  tended  to  decrease  in  the  London 
Area  and  a  further  10%  fall  was  recorded  in  15  Common  Bird  Census 
plots  since  1968.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  20  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  (epb.) 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  15  pairs  bred  (rcg). 
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408  Brambling 

Common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  At  Rainham  Marsh  up  to 
400  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  increasing  to  800  on  Mar.  23rd.  On  Mar.  25th 
there  were  200  at  Ruxley  and  on  Apr.  13th  still  100  at  French  Street. 
A  late  bird  was  seen  at  Rainham  on  May  4th.  First  records  in  autumn 
on  Oct.  12th  but  numbers  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  small. 

409  Yellow-hammer 

A  record  for  Inner  London  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Primrose  Hill,  two  flying  N.E.  on  Oct.  5th  (rcg). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  records  for  localities  not  mentioned  in  the  L.B.Rs. 
for  1967  an  d  1968  are  given. 

E  Near  Cranham,  a  male  in  Apr.  and  May  (kn). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  a  male  on  two  dates  in  May  (jfw). 

S  Burgh  Heath,  two  singing  in  May  and  June;  Chessington,  several 
singing  Apr.  to  June;  Ewell,  two  singing  Apr.  to  June;  Stoke  D’Aber- 
non,  one  singing  several  times  in  the  summer  (irb).  Wey  Manor 
Farm,  one  singing  in  July  and  Aug.  (mgg). 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

5  Pebblecombe,  two  singing  males  on  May  2nd  (irb). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Inner  London  records  are  given, 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr.  27th,  one  on  Oct.  19th 

(rcg). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  9th,  one  on  the  19th  and  30th  and  on 
Feb.  3rd  (pfb,  dws,  kn)  ;  one  on  Dec.  29th  (kn). 

K  Clement  Street,  one  in  the  second  week  of  Nov.  (rvw)  . 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Jan.  3rd, 
Feb.  10th,  Apr.  14th  and  18th  and  Nov.  28th  (DABd) .  Regent’s  Park, 
two  flying  W.  on  Oct.  5th,  six  flying  S.W.  on  Oct.  12th,  four  near  the 
pavilion  on  Oct.  15th  (EMFh,  rcg). 

Additions  and  Corrections  to  The  London 
Bird  Report  for  previous  years 

6  Red-siecked  Grebe 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  19th  1968  (jhw)  probably  the  same 
bird  as  reported  on  Jan.  22nd. 


ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 


63 


7  Slavojiian  Grebe 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  12th  1968  (jhw). 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

S  S.  Norwood,  one  picked  up  exhausted  in  a  garden  on  Sept.  9th  1968 
was  rehabilitated  by  ts  and  subsequently  released  at  Brighton. 

55  Scaup 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  females  Jan.  13th  1968  (tag). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  22nd  1968  (tag). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  Mar.  14th  and  17th  1968  (tag).  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  one  Nov.  11th  to  20th  1968  (jf),  not  on  17th  only 
as  reported  in  the  L.B.R. 

80  Brent  Goose 

E  Walthamstow,  c.  60  flying  over  on  Dec.  29th  1968  (Rstj). 

Grey  Goose  sp. 

M  Brent  Res.,  c.  35  grey  geese  flew  N.W.  on  Dec.  30th  1968  (jhw). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  29th  1968  (jf). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Inner  London:  Correction:  1968,  delete  the  record  for  Regent’s  Park 
which  should  have  been  1969. 

107  Merlin 

E  Warren  Wood,  Epping,  one  on  Dec.  26th  1968  (jgc). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

E  Rainharn,  a  winter  flock  of  28  on  Dec.  22nd  1968  (pfb). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  1968  (tag). 

178  Dunlin 

E  Rainharn,  55  on  Sept.  29th  and  1,800  on  Dec.  22nd  1968  (pfb). 

207  Little  Gull 

M  Staines  Res.,  ten  on  Sept.  1st  1968  in  the  evening  (tag). 

S  Correction:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  delete  the  record  of  two  on  May  6th  1968 
which  should  have  been  1969. 
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265  Wryneck 

Breeding  season  records  in  1967  and  1968  from  a  locality  in  the  N. 
of  the  Area. 

321  Black  Redstart 

E  Rainham,  a  pair  bred  on  an  industrial  estate  in  1965  but  the  eggs  were 
taken  (bsms). 

M  Tottenham  Gas  Works,  a  male  held  territory  in  Apr.  to  July  1963 
but  breeding  not  proved  (bsms)  . 

S  Croydon  Power  Station  area,  a  total  of  three  pairs  in  1967,  not  two 
as  reported  in  the  L.B.R.  (bsms). 

343  Blackcap 

K  Five  Arches,  R.  Gray,  a  female  on  Jan.  6th  1968  (htg). 

365  Firecrest 

M  Inner  London:  Correction:  Regent’s  Park,  delete  the  record  for  1968 
which  should  have  been  Apr.  11th  1969. 


Atlas  of  London’s  Birds — some  preliminary 
results 

D.  J.  Montier 

INTRODUCTION 

In  1968  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  launched  its  national  Atlas  pro¬ 
ject  covering  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Records  are  being 
collected  over  a  period  of  five  years  to  show  the  summer  distribution  of  all 
breeding  species  based  on  their  presence  or  absence  in  each  10  km.  square. 
As  well  as  collaborating  in  this  extensive  survey,  the  London  Natural 
History  Society  has  decided  to  study  bird  distribution  in  the  London  Area 
in  more  detail  and  to  apply  the  same  recording  methods  used  by  the  B.T.O. 
to  each  2x2  km.  sq.,  or  tetrad,  within  the  Society’s  recording  area.  Once 
it  was  decided  to  adopt  this  particular  recording  unit,  it  was  clear  that,  for 
this  project,  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  would 
be  impracticable  and  we  have  therefore  followed  the  recommendations  of 
the  Society’s  working  party  on  mapping  by  using  the  polygon  that  encloses 
complete  tetrads.  There  are  856  tetrads  altogether  giving  a  total  area  of 
3,424  sq.  kms. 

Numerous  appeals  for  help  with  the  fieldwork  have  been  made  since  the 
scheme  began  and  many  observers  are  taking  part,  so  it  is  perhaps  un¬ 
necessary'  to  describe  in  detail  the  methods  being  used.  Briefly,  the  records 
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collected  for  each  species  in  a  tetrad  fall  into  three  categories : 

1.  Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  a  possible  nesting  habitat. 

2.  Probably  breeding. 

3.  Proved  to  be  breeding. 

An  entry  in  any  one  of  the  five  years  1968  to  1972  is  acceptable,  so  that, 
for  example,  proof  of  breeding  in  one  year  means  that  the  species  can  there¬ 
after  be  ignored  as  far  as  this  project  is  concerned.  On  the  other  hand 
many  records  can  be  improved  by  further  visits  in  the  following  seasons 
and  the  aim  should  be  to  have  as  many  species  as  possible  in  the  third 
category.  This,  of  course,  does  not  give  any  indication  of  size  or  density 
of  the  bird  population,  but,  as  a  factual  survey,  applying  standard  methods 
in  which  observers  record  only  what  they  have  seen,  it  is  simpler  to  operate 
and  likely  to  show  a  more  reliable  picture  of  distribution  than  could  be 
achieved  if  problems  of  estimating  numbers  were  introduced.  Further,  by 
using  the  tetrad,  an  area  unit  of  uniform  size  based  on  the  national  grid,  it 
is  possible  to  map  the  results  accurately  and  with  equal  emphasis  on  urban 
and  rural  areas,  irrespective  of  natural  or  man-made  boundaries.  The 
whole  enquiry  could  also  be  repeated  on  the  same  basis  at  some  time  in  the 
future  and  allow  valid  comparisons  to  be  made.  This  may  well  prove  to 
be  a  particularly  useful  factor  in  view  of  the  continual  pressures  on  the 
environment  and  the  consequent  ecological  changes  in  such  a  complex  area 
as  London  and  its  surroundings. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  returns  for  the  first  two  years  are  available 
and  the  main  object  of  this  short  paper  is  to  present  some  preliminary 
results  by  showing  distribution  maps  for  five  species.  If  it  also  encourages 
observers  who  have  not  yet  taken  part  to  volunteer  to  help  for  the  remaining 
two  years,  it  will  have  served  a  very  useful  purpose.  It  should  therefore 
be  stressed  that  the  present  maps  are  by  no  means  complete  and  in  fact 
do  not  show  any  records  for  the  Hertfordshire  part  of  the  London  Area. 
Our  main  concern  is  with  the  695  tetrads  for  which  this  Society  is  directly 
responsible.  The  remaining  161  are  within  this  area  of  overlap  and  are 
being  handled  by  the  organizers  of  the  Hertfordshire  Atlas  Scheme  as  part 
of  their  coverage  of  the  whole  county  on  the  same  tetrad  basis.  The  results 
of  this  north-west  corner  of  the  London  Area  will  be  included  on  our  final 
maps,  but  they  have  been  left  out  of  this  report.  Elsewhere  there  are 
areas  which  have  not  yet  been  examined  and  others  where  more  work  is 
still  required.  This  makes  it  difficult  to  try  to  draw  any  conclusions  while 
the  picture  is  only  partly  finished.  Furthermore,  no  decisions  have  been 
taken  as  to  the  final  form  of  the  maps.  A  number  of  variations  have  been 
shown  in  the  London  Naturalist  in  a  paper  on  the  distribution  of  certain 
mammals  (Burton,  1966),  which  raised  such  questions  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  maps  should  show  the  10  km.  sq.  grid  lines  and  wdiether  some  form  of 
background  should  be  indicated,  such  as  the  extent  of  the  built-up  area. 
There  are  other  possibilities  relating  to  geographical  features,  contours, 
rivers  and  lakes,  woodlands,  etc.  Such  additional  information  may  be 
helpful  in  the  final  results,  but  for  the  present  purpose  it  is  important  to  be 
able  to  relate  the  species  maps  to  the  national  grid  lines  of  the  ordnance 
survey,  so  that  observers  can  identify  the  areas  where  more  effort  is  required. 
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Blackbird  (Fig.  1) 

The  Blackbird  Turdus  rnerula  was  chosen  as  a  suitable  subject  for  a  map 
because  it  also  shows  quite  well  the  coverage  achieved  in  1968  and  1969. 
It  is  an  extremely  common  and  widespread  species  over  much  of  the 
London  Area  and.  as  one  of  our  most  familiar  breeding  birds,  it  will  surely 
be  found  nesting  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area,  provided  thar  all  the 
blank  squares  are  visited.  Records  for  Inner  London  for  1969  included  a 
recently-fledged  young  being  fed  in  a  city  churchyard  and  a  pair  with 
young  in  a  nest  above  one  of  the  platforms  at  Cannon  Street  Station.  It 
will  therefore  breed  in  completely  urban  surroundings  as  well  as  in  the 
more  open  parts  of  the  country. 

By  the  time  this  map  appears  in  print  many  of  the  gaos  should  have  been 
filled  as  a  result  of  fieldwork  in  the  1970  breeding  season.  Nevertheless 
it  may  be  worth  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  still  odd 


O  Present.  Q  Probably  breeding.  ©  Breeding. 

Fig.  1.  Summer  distribution  of  the  Blackbird  in  the  London  Area  based  on  Atlas 

records  for  1968  and  1969. 
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tetrads  to  be  covered  in  many  parts  of  our  area  and  it  may  be  helpful  to 
refer  specifically  to  some  of  the  localities  where  the  larger  gaps  occur. 
Most  of  these  are  on  the  east  side,  for  example,  Chipping  Ongar  and 
Barking  eastwards  to  Brentwood  and  Thurrock.  South  of  the  river,  in 
Kent,  more  observers  are  needed  around  Dartford  and  Swanscombe  south 
to  Longfield  and  Hartley.  There  have,  unfortunately,  been  some  diffi¬ 
culties,  now  being  rectified,  in  arranging  coverage  of  TQ35,  the  Coulsdon/ 
Caterham/Oxted  area,  which  includes  a  great  deal  of  interesting  habitat 
and  can  be  expected  to  hold  a  good  variety  of  species.  In  Inner  London 
there  are  blank  tetrads  in  the  Paddington/Notting  Hill  district,  Shoreditch, 
Battersea,  Southwark  and  Bermondsey.  To  obtain  worthwhile  results 
from  this  project  it  is  important  that  all  the  white  spaces  on  the  map  are 
examined  before  the  end  of  the  five  years. 


O  Present.  ^  Probably  breeding.  ®  Breeding. 

Fig.  2.  Summer  distribution  of  the  Collared  Dove  in  the  London  Area  based  on 

Atlas  records  for  1968  and  1969. 
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A  comparatively  recent  addition  to  the  breeding  species  of  the  London 
Area,  the  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto  still  appears  to  be  increasing 
and  colonizing  new  localities.  It  is  therefore  interesting  to  try  to  keep  a 
check  on  its  progress,  though  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1968  suggested  that 
it  was  becoming  sufficiently  familiar  for  many  observers  to  consider  it  no 
longer  newsworthy.  This  is  the  main  reason  for  including  a  map  of  the 
Atlas  records,  as  it  will  serve  as  a  reminder  that  all  reports  of  Collared 
Doves  in  new  breeding  areas  are  still  required. 

Most  of  the  records  received  have  come  from  the  south-west  and  west 
and  there  is  nothing  yet  for  Inner  London.  The  most  central  breeding 
records  have  come  from  the  Waltham  Forest/' Wanstead  area.  If  the 
species  maintains  its  present  rate  of  expansion  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
will  be  nesting  in  many  more  tetrads  before  the  end  of  the  survey  in  1972. 


O  Present.  Q  Probably  breeding.  ®  Breeding. 

Fig.  3.  Summer  distribution  of  the  Willow  Warbler  in  the  London  Area  based 

on  Atlas  records  for  1968  and  1969. 
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The  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus  is  included  by  way  of  an 
example  of  one  of  our  summer  migrants  and  shows  the  wide  distribution 
throughout  the  London  Area  that  one  expects  for  this  species.  It  will 
accept  a  wider  variety  of  habitat  than  the  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 
and  is  less  dependent  on  the  presence  of  tall  trees.  At  the  same  time  its 
nest  can  be  rather  difficult  to  find,  so  that  there  is  a  greater  proportion  of 
records  of  birds  present  or  probably  breeding.  There  is  a  possibility,  of 
course,  that  birds  reported  as  present  or  as  singing  males  may  be  migrants 
still  on  passage  and,  if  possible,  more  satisfactory  evidence  should  be 
obtained,  such  as  birds  carrying  nesting  material  or  food  for  the  young. 
This  species  is  one  of  several  for  which  birds  carrying  food  can  provide  the 
best  means  of  establishing  breeding.  It  avoids  disturbance  near  the  nest 
as  well  as  the  dangers  of  exposing  the  site  to  predators  by  trampling  down 
the  surrounding  vegetation. 


O  Present.  ^  Probably  breeding.  ®  Breeding 

Fig.  4.  Summer  distribution  of  the  Redpoll  in  the  London  Area  based  on  Atlas 

records  for  1968  and  1969. 
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There  have  been  reports  in  the  past  of  Willow  Warblers  breeding  in 
Inner  London  in  the  Central  Parks,  but,  so  far,  the  Atlas  project  has  proof 
only  for  Hyde  Park  and  a  record  of  probable  breeding  in  Holland  Park. 
Further  out  from  the  centre,  there  is  a  concentration  of  records  in  Surrey 
and,  with  apparently  suitable  habitat  in  Kent  as  well,  it  is  likely  that  a 
similar  pattern  will  eventually  emerge  right  across  the  southern  part  of 
our  area.  Distribution  north  of  the  Thames  appears  more  scattered,  but 
this  may  be  due  to  lack  of  records. 

Redpoll  (Fig.  4) 

In  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  the  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea  is 
described  as  a  widespread,  but  sparse  and  rather  local  nesting  species. 
The  distribution  map  for  1968  and  1969  showrs  rather  more  records  than 
might  have  been  expected  with  a  scattering  in  the  north  and  south,  though 


O  Present.  Q  Probably  breeding.  •  Breeding. 

Fig.  5.  Summer  distribution  of  the  Corn  Bunting  in  the  London  Area  based  on 

Atlas  records  for  1968  and  1969. 
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with  very  few  in  the  west  and  east.  The  latter  has  not  yet  been  adequately 
covered,  but  there  has  been  reasonable  coverage  in  Middlesex  where  it 
appears  to  be  scarce.  The  one  Inner  London  record  was  of  a  bird  appar¬ 
ently  holding  territory,  though  breeding  has  been  reported  just  outside 
this  area  near  Hampstead. 

Corn  Bunting  (Fig.  5) 

By  way  of  contrast  with  the  two  previous  species,  the  final  map  shows 
the  distribution  of  the  Corn  Bunting  Emberiza  calandra,  a  bird  of  more  open 
country,  whether  arable,  heath  or  wasteland.  The  nest  of  this  species  is 
generally  considered  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  find  and,  coupled  with 
its  very  scattered  distribution,  it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that  only  four 
tetrads  show  definite  breeding  records.  Reports  of  singing  males  and 
other  evidence  of  probable  breeding  help  to  fill  in  the  picture,  but  a  com¬ 
parison  of  the  map  with  the  records  in  the  L.B.R.  for  1967,  the  year  before 
this  survey  began,  indicates  that  there  are  still  several  known  Corn  Bunting 
localities  not  visited. 

The  main  concentrations  on  the  map  are  at  Fairlop  and  Hainault  in 
Essex  and  on  the  western  edge  of  the  London  Area  around  Wraysbury/ 
Thorpe/Chertsey  and  Walton.  There  is  also  a  breeding  record  near 
Farningham,  in  Kent,  though,  apart  from  this,  the  records  for  the  south¬ 
east  seem  to  be  particularly  incomplete. 

To  conclude,  it  is  perhaps  worth  emphasizing  that  the  success  of  this 
project  is  dependent  on  obtaining  complete  coverage,  however  uninviting 
some  tetrads  may  appear  at  first  sight.  If  this  is  achieved,  the  results  may 
well  justify  the  preparation  of  a  book,  which  would  be  a  valuable  sequel  to 
“The  Birds  of  the  London  Area”  and  form  a  permanent  record  of  the 
distribution  of  our  breeding  birds  at  the  beginning  of  the  1970s. 
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Breeding  distribution  and  feeding  ecology 
of  the  Black  Redstart  in  London 


B.  S.  Meadows 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochrurus  first  bred  in  Britain  in  1923  and 
three  years  later  started  nesting  annually  in  the  London  Area.  Since  then 
the  Society’s  area  has  become  the  stronghold  of  the  species  in  the  British 
Isles  (Fitter,  1955). 

Fig.  1  shows  the  number  of  singing  males  holding  territory  in  each  year 
during  the  period  1926  to  1969  in  the  London  Area  (data  from  Fitter,  1965, 
London  Natural  History  Society,  1964,  London  Natural  History  Society, 
1965-70,  and  Parker,  1960).  The  rise  in  the  population  during  the  1940s 
is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  feeding  and  nesting  sites  provided  by  the  many 
bombed  areas  in  the  City  of  London,  and  the  subsequent  decline  is  generally 
considered  to  be  the  result  of  the  rebuilding  of  these  areas. 

In  1964  the  author  questioned  the  fact  that  London’s  population  of 
Black  Redstarts  had  declined  to  the  extent  shown  by  these  records.  Al¬ 
though  London  has  a  high  density  of  ornithologists,  sites  such  as  power 
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Fig.  1.  Black  Redstart  breeding  season  population  in  the  London  Area, 

1926-1969. 
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stations  and  heavy  industrial  areas  which  Black  Redstarts  would  seem 
likely  to  colonize,  were  rarely  frequented  by  bird-watchers,  and  it  was 
thought  that  breeding  pairs  may  have  been  missed  in  areas  of  this  type. 
To  test  this  hypothesis  I  carried  out  in  1964  a  reconnaisance  survey  of  a 
heavily  industrialized  area  along  the  lower  reaches  of  the  River  Lea. 
Previously  this  area  had  been  virtually  unexplored  ornithologically  and 
during  the  survey  I  discovered  four  pairs  and  several  more  singing  males 
holding  territory  (Meadows,  1965). 

This  discovery  initiated  renewed  interest  in  the  species  and  in  1965  the 
Society  began  a  survey  of  the  distribution  of  the  Black  Redstart  throughout 
the  London  Area,  with  a  view  to  assessing  the  extent  to  which  the  species 
had  adapted  itself  to  new  ecological  niches  following  building  on  the  City 
bombed  sites.  Publicity  for  this  survey  was  given  in  the  national  press,  in 
the  London  Bird  Reports  29-32,  and  in  the  Ornithological  Section’s  bulletins. 
With  the  assistance  of  volunteer  and  direct  contacts  most  of  the  L.N.H.S. 
recording  area  has  been  covered  during  the  past  five  years.  10  km. 
squares  TQ,  19,  38,  39  and  48  were  particularly  well  covered,  and  were 
visited  at  least  seven  times  each  year,  which  would  seem  to  be  about  the 
minimum  number  of  visits  to  determine  presence  or  absence  of  breeding 
birds  in  this  type  of  terrain.  All  known  breeding  sites  and  other  likely 
sites  were  visited  at  least  once  each  year,  except  London  Airport,  which  on 
reflection  should  have  been  visited.  Weekends  and  evenings  were  found 
to  be  most  productive  in  locating  singing  males  since  noise  is  a  problem  in 
surveying  industrial  areas. 

This  paper  presents  the  results  of  this  survey. 

PATTERN  OF  DISTRIBUTION 

I  have  plotted  on  Fig.  2  all  the  1  km.  squares  holding  breeding  pairs  or 
males  with  a  presumed  breeding  territory  located  during  the  survey  period 
(1964  to  1969).  It  is  suggested  that  if  a  current  land-use  map  showing  the 
distribution  of  industry,  residential  suburbia  and  agricultural  operations  is 
superimposed  on  this  map  it  can  be  shown  that  the  principal  breeding 
areas  (other  than  the  City  bombed  sites)  are  concentrated  along  parts  of 
the  River  Thames  and  River  Lea  where  heavy  industry  occurs.  Outlying 
heavy  industrial  areas  such  as  Croydon  and  the  industrial  sprawl  from 
Paddington  North  to  White  City  and  Park  Royal  are  also  important  sites. 
The  two  breeding  sites  on  the  fringe  of  the  area  are  at  Welwyn  Garden 
City  and  Harlow  new  town,  both  at  industrial  sites.  Most  areas  in  Inner 
London  are  remaining  bombed  sites  or  areas  cleared  for  redevelopment. 

It  is  significant  that  typical  residential  suburbia  is  shunned.  Here  the 
Robin  Erithacus  rubecula  is  dominant.  On  the  Continent  the  Black  Red¬ 
start  is  often  a  garden  bird  breeding  in  outhouses  and  sheds,  and  possibly 
the  success  of  the  Robin  in  this  type  of  habitat  in  Britain  is  preventing  the 
former  species  from  attempting  to  colonize  this  habitat.  It  is  widely 
known  that  the  Continental  Robin  E.r. rubecula  is  much  more  a  bird  of  deep 
woodland  than  the  British  race  E.r.meloplmus,  and  is  scarce  around  gardens 
and  habitations  during  the  breeding  season.  In  this  connection  it  is 
perhaps  interesting  to  mention  here  what  appears  to  be  the  only  record  of 
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Fig.  2.  Breeding  season  distribution  in  the  London  area. 
Black  Redstart  1964 — 1969 


Black  Redstarts  breeding  in  garden  type  habitat  in  the  London  Area.  In 
1958,  at  Wrotham  Park,  Bentley  Heath,  Hertfordshire,  a  nest  was  located 
in  an  old  wall  partially  covered  by  ivy,  3-4  feet  from  the  ground,  and  four 
or  five  young  fledged  on  the  21st  June.  G.  B.  D.  Chidwick,  who  made  the 
observations,  records  that  the  site  was  in  an  extremely  rural  area  in  the 
wall  of  a  quiet  estate  with  a  farm  about  150  yards  away  and  a  few  village 
houses  about  a  J  mile  away  on  either  side. 

Actual  breeding  localities  may  be  found  in  the  systematic  lists  of  London 
Bird  Reports  29-34. 

Below  is  a  breakdown  of  the  localities  into  types  of  habitat  (1964  to  1969) : 
Power  Stations,  20  pairs. 

Gas  Works,  18  pairs. 

Other  Industrial  sites  (e.g.  timber  yards,  railway  sidings,  Thameside  ware¬ 
houses ),  11  pairs. 
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Areas  cleared  for  building,  9  pairs. 

Remaining  bombed  sites,  7  pairs. 

Becontree  School,  1  pair. 

The  data  from  Figs.  1  and  2  thus  show  that  the  Black  Redstart  is  far  less 
scarce  than  was  at  one  time  feared,  and  there  is  a  probability  that  the  pre¬ 
survey  published  records  of  breeding  pairs  in  the  London  Area  are  a  poor 
index  of  the  actual  strength  of  the  population,  particularly  for  the  years 
1954  to  1963.  It  is  a  pity  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  carry  out  a  survey 
of  the  industrial  sites  during  the  late  1940s  and  early  1950s  because  we 
would  then  know  whether  the  population  has  simply  shifted  from  the 
bombed  sites  to  the  industrial  areas  (as  is  suggested  by  the  published  data), 
or  whether  industrial  areas  held  many  undetected  breeding  pairs  during 
the  period  when  a  substantial  population  existed  in  the  City  of  London. 
If  the  latter  was  the  case  then  the  species  has  declined  in  the  London  Area, 
and  there  is  some  circumstantial  evidence  for  such  a  theory:  I  saw  my  first 
Black  Redstart  at  Edmonton  in  July  1951,  only  a  mile  away  from  the 
Tottenham  Gas  Works  site  used  annually  from  at  least  1963  to  1970,  and 
during  my  visits  to  various  industrial  premises  I  have  received  occasional 
accounts  from  obviously  observant  workmen,  albeit  non-ornithologists,  who 
have  told  me  that  the  “birds  with  red  tails”  that  I  have  “discovered”  at 
their  factory  have  also  been  seen  by  them  at  times  during  the  past  20  years 
or  so.  On  the  other  hand  the  loss  of  the  City  bombed-site  population  may 
have  been  balanced  by  additional  pairs  moving  into  industrial  sites  which 
were  not  available  in  the  late  1940s:  there  are  now  more  power  stations  and 
industrial  areas  in  operation  (for  example  the  industrial  section  of  Harlow 
new  town  supported  a  breeding  pair  of  Black  Redstarts  in  1969).  Also 
there  are  many  more  skyscraper  buildings  (these  can  provide  nest  sites  when 
the  framework  is  still  exposed),  and  more  large  areas  cleared  for  housing 
redevelopment  which  can  provide  suitable  habitats,  although  of  a  short 
term  nature. 


feeding  ecology — a  preliminary  review 

One  puzzling  aspect  has  been  the  tenacity  of  some  Black  Redstarts  in 
returning  to  certain  sites  annually  while  other  sites  have  only  held  birds  for 
a  season  or  two.  Areas  which  are  cleared  for  building  are  obviously  of 
a  short  term  nature,  but  many  areas,  mainly  light  industrial  estates,  but 
also  some  power  stations  and  gas  works,  are  unchanged  from  year  to  year4 
yet  only  hold  birds  for  a  year  or  two.  The  population  of  the  late  1940s 
showed  a  similar  trend — certain  bombed  sites  in  the  City  were  used  annually 
and  also  at  a  high  density,  whereas  other  bombed  areas,  particularly  those 
in  the  East  End  of  London,  were  only  attractive  in  certain  years. 

In  Fig.  3  the  breeding  success  in  three  categories  of  breeding  site  is 
compared.  During  the  survey  I  have  been  able  to  designate  three  areas, 
namely  Croydon  Power  Station,  Littlebrook  Power  Station  and  Tottenham 
Gas  Works  (Category  II),  in  addition  to  the  Cripplegate  bombed  site 
(Category  I)  (which,  thanks  to  a  long  strike  by  workmen  on  the  Barbican 
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Category  I:  Cripplegate  bombed  sites  1944-1969. 

103  nests  produced  288  young  to  free-flying  stage.  Average  2-79  young  per  nest. 

No.  of  nests  Young  per  nest 


5  0 

5  1 

35  2 

30  3 

17  4 

11  5 


Category  II:  Power  station  and  gas  works  sites  used  annually  1964-1969. 

Eighteen  nests  produced  50  young  to  free-flying  stage.  Average  2-77  young 

per  nest. 

No.  of  nests  Young  per  nest 

2  0 

1  1 

2  2 

8  3 

4  4 

1  5 


Category  III:  Sites  which  remained  unaltered  during  1962-1969,  but 
were  occupied  for  only  one  or  two  seasons  during  this  period. 

Twenty- two  nests  produced  49  young  to  free-flying  stage.  Average  2-22  young 

per  nest. 


No.  of  nests 

4 

3 

3 

9 

2 

1 


Young  per  nest 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Fig.  3.  Breeding  success  of  Black  Redstarts  at  different  sites. 


redevelopment  scheme,  has  remained),  where  Black  Redstarts  have  almost 
certainly  bred  annually  during  the  survey  period.  The  breeding  success  at 
these  sites  is  compared  with  that  at  sites  which  have  remained  unaltered 
but  which  were  occupied  for  only  one  or  two  seasons  during  1962  to  1969 
(Category  III).  The  average  number  of  young  reared  per  nest  is  higher  at 
Category  I  (2-79  per  nest)  and  Category  II  (2-77  per  nest)  sites  than  at 
Category  III  sites  (2*22  per  nest).  Also  proportionately  more  clutches 
failed  completely  at  Category  III  sites  than  at  Categories  I  and  II.  Using 
the  student  “t”  test,  breeding  success  at  Category  I  sites  was  better  than 
III  with  a  95  %  level  of  significance,  and  at  Category  II  sites  was  better  than 
III  with  a  97*5%  level  of  significance,  and  equal  at  Categories  I  and  II. 
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Diptera 


In  order  to  account  for  the  breeding  successes  at  different  sites  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  food  supply  and  feeding  behaviour  has  been  started 
at  a  Category  II  site.  Fig.  4  gives  a  general  outline  of  Black  Redstart  diet 
during  the  breeding  season  at  Tottenham  Gas  Works.  These  figures  are 
from  direct  observation  of  feeding  Black  Redstarts,  and  from  analysis  of 
food  remains  in  nests,  and  thus  the  proportions  are  very  approximate. 
At  Tottenham  it  has  been  found  that  aerial  feeding  for  flies  is  much 
practiced.  The  site  is  adjacent  to  a  polluted  stream  and  the  daily  dry 
Weather  flow  of  40  million  gallons  consists  almost  wholly  of  sewage  effluent. 
The  stream  bed  is  an  ideal  habitat  for  the  larvae  of  Chironomid  midges  and 
flights  of  adult  midges  occur  throughout  the  period  that  the  Black  Red¬ 
starts  are  in  residence.  Some  idea  of  the  high  density  and  the  month  by 
month  variation  in  the  amount  of  this  type  of  food  available  to  Black 
Redstarts  at  this  site  can  be  obtained  from  the  quantitative  evidence 
outlined  in  Fig.  5. 
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January 

nil 

February 

nil 

March 

4 

April 

1 

May 

85 

June 

125 

July 

60 

August 

28 

September 

50 

October 

30 

November 

1 

(No  data  for  December  . 

Fig.  5.  Numbers  of  midge  faeces  on  a  10  square  centimetre  section  of 
each  monthly  page  of  a  calendar  hung  in  a  factory  office  adjacent  to  a 
Black  Redstart  breeding  site  at  Tottenham.  1967. 


The  calendar  was  observed  in  an  office  while  I  was  inspecting  a  factory 
and  I  was  allowed  to  keep  it  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the 
fouled  calendar  I  noted  that  all  the  flourescent  strip  lights  were  black  with 
dead  midges.  It  seems  significant  that  another  Category  II  site,  Croydon 
Power  Station,  is  also  adjacent  to  a  polluted  stream  and  a  sewage  farm. 
The  relatively  high  fly  densities  which  occur  from  early  May  onwards 
would  certainly  enable  food  supplies  to  be  obtained  with  little  effort  as 
soon  as  the  birds  arrive  at  these  sites  in  the  spring.  Consequently  they  can 
rapidly  get  into  breeding  condition.  Since  earlier  broods  of  migratory 
species  are  generally  considered  to  survive  better  than  young  from  later 
clutches  this  has  obvious  advantages.  Young  birds  at  Tottenham  were 
normally  free-flying  from  mid-June  to  the  end  of  July,  and  this  also  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  peak  emergence  of  midges. 

From  direct  observations  which  I  have  made,  the  densities  of  midges  at 
Tottenham  do  not  seem  to  be  equalled  at  any  of  the  other  Lea  Valley  sites. 
Most  of  these  latter  sites  seem  to  fall  into  Category’-  III  and  are  occupied 
randomly  from  year  to  year;  the  majority  are  deserted  as  new  sites  are 
occupied.  It  seems  likely  that  birds  at  these  “second-rate”  sites  would 
have  to  rely  more  on  ground  feeding  and  thus  render  themselves  more 
vulnerable  to  ground  predators  such  as  cats,  although  I  have  insufficient 
data  on  mortality  for  this  to  be  resolved. 

At  current  Category  II  sites  the  birds  are  relying  on  an  artificial  food 
source  which  is  not  likely  to  be  adversely  affected  by  climatic  or  other 
environmental  conditions:  the  water  temperature  of  the  polluted  stream 
at  Tottenham  is  always  higher  than  that  of  unpolluted  streams,  and  there 
is  little  variation  in  the  food  supply  to  midge  larvae. 

Preliminary  analysis  therefore  seems  to  suggest  that  food  abundance  and 
the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  obtained  is  most  important  in  accounting  for 
breeding  success. 

Nests  at  the  industrial  sites  are  usually  within  buildings,  and  adverse 
effects  on  breeding  success  due  to  heavy  rainfall  or  low  air  temperatures 
have  not  been  recorded  as  a  result. 

At  Tottenham  Gas  Works  birds  frequently  fly-catch  close  to  the  wralls  of 
an  electricity  station  and  I  have  observed  similar  behaviour  at  the  generating 
house  of  Croydon  Power  Station.  At  Tottenham  Pied  Wagtails  Motacilla 
alba  and  Swallow’s  Hirundo  rustica  also  exploit  the  midge  population,  but 
the  tall  buildings  enable  the  Black  Redstarts  to  feed  at  higher  levels.  By 
feeding  close  to  the  walls  in  this  manner  Black  Redstarts  may  also  be  less 
vulnerable  to  predation  from  Kestrels  Falco  tinnunculus,  which  breed  at 
both  the  latter  mentioned  sites. 
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SUMMARY 

The  results  of  the  London  Natural  History  Society’s  Black  Redstart 
Enquiry  1964-1969  are  given.  Although  the  past  stronghold  of  the  species 
in  the  London  Area,  the  City  bombed  sites,  is  now  unsuitable  due  to 
redevelopment,  a  population  of  similar  size  is  now  to  be  found  in  various 
industrial  sites  in  the  Area.  The  suitability  of  these  industrial  sites  and 
other  habitats  is  now  being  assessed  and  an  account  of  preliminary  work 
on  the  feeding  ecology  of  the  species  in  relation  to  these  sites  is  given. 
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Duck  on  the  River  Thames  at 
Woolwich 

P.  J.  Grant 


INTRODUCTION 

During  the  winters  of  1968  69  and  1969  70  quite  exceptional  numbers  of 
both  diving  and  surface-feeding  duck  were  recorded  on  the  River  Thames 
between  Woolwich  and  Dagenham.  .Although  high  duck  counts  are  a 
regular  feature  during  the  winter  months  in  the  Thames  and  Medway 
estuaries,  such  large  numbers  are  unprecedented  as  far  up  the  Thames  as 
Woolwich  (only  seven  miles  from  London  Bridge) .  This  report  is  intended 
to  draw  attention  to  this  exciting  and  important  development  in  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area. 

All  of  the  duck  counts  at  Woolwich  during  the  past  two  winters  are  given 
below.  A  comparison  is  made  with  the  relatively  few  duck  records  from 
earlier  winters  for  this  and  nearby  parts  of  the  Thames,  which  shows  that 
such  numbers  have  occurred  during  only  the  past  few'  years. 


Duck  counts  at  Woolwich  during  the  winters  1968  69  and  1969  70: 

mallard  1968  69  December  25th  30;  28th  400. 

January  to  March,  up  to  500. 

1969  70  September,  up  to  200. 

October  4th  c.  250;  15th  c.  70. 

November  2nd  c.  300,  increasing  to  700  later  in  the 
month. 

December  21st  500. 

January  15th  c.  700;  18th  300+ . 


TEAL 


1968  69  December  28th  100. 

January"  to  March,  up  to  450. 

1969/70  October  15th  c.  15. 

November  2nd  350-400,  and  up  to  450  later  in  the 
month. 

December  7th  400;  21st  500+  ;  27th  600;  28th  700+ . 
January"  15th  c.  500;  18th  700;  24th  “decreased”. 


pintail  1968  69  December  25th  six;  28th  two. 

January",  up  to  130. 

February",  up  to  80. 

March  1st  110. 

April  6th  16. 

1969/70  November  2nd  one;  12th  and  27th  15. 

December  7th  12  ;  21st  c.  200;  27th  150-200;  28th  330. 
January  15th  150+  ;  18th  100+  ;  24th  320 +  . 
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tufted  1968/69  December  25th  40;  29th  300. 
duck  January,  up  to  80. 

February,  up  to  400. 

March,  up  to  100. 

1969/70  October  1 1th  one. 

November  16th  two. 

December  7th  c.  200;  21st  c.  500;  27th  c.  700. 
January  15th  c.  800;  18th  100+ . 


pochard  1968/69  December  25th  1,500;  28th  1,300. 

January,  up  to  1,200. 

February,  up  to  500. 

March,  up  to  150. 

April  19th  40. 

1969/70  October  7th  five. 

November  12th  500;  19th  950;  27th  1,300. 
December  21st  1,500+  ;  28th  c.  2,000. 
January  15th  c.  2,500. 


shelduck  1968/69  December  25th  20. 

January  to  February,  up  to  200. 

March,  up  to  60. 

April  6th  23;  29th  two. 

1969/70  November  2nd  10;  27th  20. 

December  7th  11;  21st  227;  27th  c.  400;  28th  c.  450. 

January  15th  c.  1,000;  18th  c.  550;  24th  1,600. 

In  addition  smaller  numbers  of  the  following  species  of  duck  were 
recorded,  and  the  maximum  count  during  the  two  winters  is  given: 

Gadwall  1968/69  two;  1969/70  four.  Wigeon  1968/69  four;  1968/70  ten. 

Shoveller  1968/69  nine;  1969/70  two.  Scaup  1968/69  two;  1969/70  one. 

Goldeneye  1968/69  one;  1969/70  five.  Smew  1968/69  one;  1969/70  one. 

Goosander  1968/69  three;  1969/70  nil. 

(JV.B. — At  the  time  of  writing  all  records  for  the  beginning  of  1970  had  not  been 
received ,  so  the  numbers  noted  in  the  above  lists  for  this  period  should  not  be  regarded 
as  complete ). 


It  should  be  stressed  that  all  of  the  above  counts  refer  only  to  the  flocks 
which  gather  in  the  long  bay  between  Woolwich  and  Cross  Ness  (marked 
“A”  in  the  key  to  the  aerial  photograph  on  Plate  2).  Large  numbers  of 
duck  also  gather  on  the  opposite  foreshore  in  the  bay  in  front  of  Barking 
(marked  “B”  in  the  key  to  Plate  2),  and  smaller  numbers  at  the  outflow  of 
Barking  Creek.  Because  of  the  width  of  the  river  at  this  point  it  is  not 
possible  to  identify  the  species  contained  in  these  flocks,  nor  is  it  easy  to 
make  an  accurate  assessment  of  the  total  number  of  the  duck  involved. 
Thus  the  total  number  of  duck  for  this  stretch  of  the  river  is  much  higher,  probably 
by  some  50%  to  100%. 
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Although  duck  numbers  at  Woolwich  only  are  given  above,  much  larger 
numbers  than  usual  have  also  been  recorded  at  sites  further  down  the 
Thames  during  recent  winters,  at  Rainham,  Erith  Belvedere,  Dartford 
Stone  and  Swanscombe.  However,  observations  at  these  sites  were  only 
occasional,  and  the  records  received  did  not  illustrate  this  phenomenon 
quite  as  dramatically  as  those  from  Woolwich. 

Past  records 

A  study  of  published  records  of  duck  on  the  lower  Thames  within  the 
Society’s  area  (down  river  as  far  as  Swanscombe)  shows  that  no  flocks 
greater  than  50  of  any  one  species  were  noted  until  a  spell  of  exceptionally 
severe  weather  at  the  end  of  1961.  At  Swanscombe  this  produced  a  flock 
of  around  70  Shelduck  (at  that  time  the  most  of  this  species  to  have  been 
recorded  in  the  London  Area)  and  also  100  Pochard  and  up  to  250  Teal. 
In  the  following  severe  winter  of  1 962  63,  large  numbers  were  again 
recorded  as  a  result  of  cold  weather,  with  up  to  500  Teal  at  Swranscombe  and 
250  at  Barking,  up  to  180  Wigeon  at  Rainham  and  50  at  Stone,  and  100 
Scaup  at  Stone. 

In  the  winter  of  1963/64  the  first  large  numbers  not  induced  by  cold 
w’eather  were  reported:  173  Teal  at  Barking  on  September  21st,  and  up  to 
c.  700  Pochard  at  Swanscombe  during  the  winter  months.  In  the  1964  65 
winter  there  wrere  no  reports  of  sizeable  flocks,  and  400  Teal  on  Jan.  16th, 
1966  at  the  Woolwich  site  was  the  first  large  flock  recorded  there.  In  the 
winters  of  1966/67  and  1967/68  flocks  of  around  150  Shelduck  were  reported 
from  three  sites,  Swanscombe,  Stone  and  Rainham.  On  Dec.  3rd,  1967 
60  Pintail  were  reported  at  Rainham,  a  figure  for  this  species  unprecedented 
in  the  L.N.H.S.  area. 

These  past  records  set  the  scene  prior  to  the  winters  of  1968  69  and 
1969/70  wrhen  the  comparatively  huge  numbers  detailed  earlier  wrere 
present  at  Woolwich.  It  seems  highly  probable  that  there  has  in  fact  been 
a  gradual  increase  in  the  numbers  of  duck  wintering  in  this  part  of  the 
Thames  since  the  cold  winters  at  the  beginning  of  the  1960s,  but  this  may 
have  gone  unnoticed  as  the  sites  were  not  regularly  visited  by  bird-wratchers 
during  this  period.  However  it  seems  almost  certain  from  the  reports  of 
the  local  observers  that  this  increase  in  numbers  has  gained  momentum 
mainly  during  the  past  twro  or  three  winters.  Although  it  is  perhaps 
unsatisfactory  to  forecast  trends  from  the  results  of  only  twro  years  full 
observations,  some  idea  of  the  possible  rate  of  increase  can  be  obtained 
from  a  comparison  of  the  maximum  count  for  each  winter  for  the  main 
species  involved:  Mallard  from  500  in  1968/69  to  700  in  1969/70;  Teal 
from  450  to  700;  Pintail  from  130  to  330;  Tufted  Duck  from  400  to  800; 
Pochard  from  1,500  to  2,500  and  Shelduck  from  200  to  1,600. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  sudden  influx  of  duck  into  other  parts  of  the 
London  Area  and  Kent  early  in  1970  may  have  been  due  to  the  severe 
weather  w'hich  hit  the  Dutch  Ijsselmeer  Polder,  wiiere  many  thousands  of 
wildfowl  had  been  attracted  by  drainage  during  the  previous  autumn. 
This  may  well  have  affected  numbers  at  Woolwich  which  may  prove  to 
be  exceptionally  high  during  this  period. 


I  he  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Dartforcl. 
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Naturally,  future  trends  will  be  closely  watched,  and  in  this  connection 
I  hope  that  observers  will  be  encouraged  by  this  report  to  visit  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  lower  Thames  (particularly  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river),  so  that  a  full  record  may  be  kept  in  future  years.  Accurate  counts 
will  be  welcomed,  with  exact  site  location,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the 
Society’s  recorder  for  Kent  in  the  usual  way. 

Discussion 

It  is  tempting  to  suggest  that  this  exciting  development  in  London’s 
ornithology  is  a  direct  result  of  the  reduction  in  the  pollution  of  the  Thames 
in  recent  years.  The  increase  in  fish  and  other  marine  life  in  the  Thames 
for  this  reason  has  been  widely  publicized,  and  it  must  be  fair  to  say  that 
the  increase  in  bird-life  could  not  have  occurred  if  the  river  had  remained 
in  its  former  contaminated  condition.  A  contributory  factor,  however, 
may  be  drainage,  development  or  disturbance  of  wintering  grounds  of  duck 
in  Holland  or  elsewhere  across  the  North  Sea.  No  direct  research  on  the 
subject  has  been  carried  out  and  it  is  suggested  that  future  work  in  this  field 
would  make  a  fascinating  study  for  any  team  of  researchers  with  the  facilities 
to  undertake  such  a  project. 

It  is  clear  that  at  least  a  major  section  of  the  birds  involved  are  now 
using  the  Thames  as  a  regular  wintering  ground,  not  one  enforced  by  severe 
weather  conditions.  Although  there  is  some  flighting  across  and  up  and 
down  river,  this  appears  to  be  random.  The  majority  remain  in  much  the 
same  area,  in  compact  flocks  out  on  the  river  at  high  tide  and  coming  in 
to  feed  on  the  exposed  mud  as  the  tide  recedes.  They  appear  remarkably 
unconcerned  at  the  heavy  river  traffic,  and  quickly  settle  again  should  a 
section  of  the  flock  be  disturbed  by  the  close  approach  of  a  boat.  This 
apparent  “tameness”  is  heartening,  as  they  face  possible  disturbance  in  the 
near  future. 

The  Thamesmead  new  town,  now  under  construction,  will  eventually 
cover  the  Plumstead  and  Erith  marshes  which  border  the  Thames  at  the 
bay  frequented  by  the  Woolwich  flocks.  It  is  possible  that  the  duck  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  construction  activity  here,  especially  if  steps  are  taken 
to  keep  possible  disturbance  to  a  minimum,  both  during  the  period  of 
construction  and  after  the  new  town  is  completed. 

Another  future  threat  to  be  faced  is  in  the  construction  of  the  Thames 
Tidal  Barrage,  at  present  planned  to  cross  the  river  from  the  western  end 
of  the  Woolwich  bay. 

The  importance  of  this  part  of  the  river  as  a  wintering  area  for  duck 
should  not  be  underestimated :  in  the  last  winter  it  supported  some  of  the 
largest  flocks  to  be  found  anywhere  in  Kent,  and  the  present  trend  is 
towards  further  increases  in  these  numbers.  Such  flocks  viewred  against  a 
backdrop  of  London’s  dockland  are  a  sight  to  hearten  even  the  most 
pessimistic  urban  conservationist;  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  their  presence 
would  make  a  welcome  addition  to  the  environment  of  the  Thamesmead 
new  towm.  The  dangers  wilich  face  these  birds  appear  formidable,  but 
it  seems  quite  possible  that  with  a  comparatively  small  degree  of  co-oper- 
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ations  between  the  planners  and  ornithologists  the  area  could  continue  to 
attract  large  numbers  of  birds  in  the  future. 
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Notes 

The  Dartford  Ringing  Group.  In  1968  the  Dartford  Ringing  Group 
was  formed  to  carry  out  regular  census  and  bird  ringing  work  on  the 
Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes.  This  brief  report  is  intended  to  give  some 
background  to  the  series  of  the  Group’s  observations  which  appear  in  the 
main  systematic  list. 

The  area  can  be  seen  in  the  aerial  photograph  (plate  1),  lying  to  the 
south-east  of  the  River  Darent  Estuary,  approximately  1 2  miles  downriver 
from  London  Bridge.  As  work  on  the  Thamesmead  new  town  site  on  the 
Plumstead/Erith  Marshes  progresses,  the  Dartford  Marshes,  together  with 
the  Crayford  Marshes  immediately  to  the  West  of  the  Darent  estuary,  will 
soon  become  the  nearest  remnant  of  Thames  marsh  to  the  centre  of  London 
on  the  south  side  of  the  River. 

The  bulk  of  the  area  is  used  for  grazing  and  agricultural  purposes,  and 
the  main  areas  of  ornithological  interest  are  the  foreshore  at  low  tide, 
especially  the  small  bay  to  the  east  of  the  Littlebrook  power  station  (just 
out  of  the  picture  in  the  aerial  photograph),  and  the  reed-fringed  clay 
pits  near  the  power  station.  The  ash  filtering  ponds  of  the  power  station 
have  for  many  years  been  well  known  as  a  haunt  for  a  variety  of  waders, 
but  their  importance  has  been  somewhat  eclipsed  by  the  dramatic  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  waders  which  now  feed  on  the  low  tide  mud  flats  along 
this  stretch  of  the  Thames  in  the  winter  months.  In  particular  attention, 
should  be  drawn  to  the  numbers  of  Dunlin,  Redshank  and  Ruff  recorded 
in  the  main  systematic  list  for  this  site  and  others  on  the  London  reaches 
of  the  Thames.  These  figures  highlight  this  encouraging  trend  which  has 
gained  momentum  during  only  the  past  two  or  three  years. 
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A  list  of  the  birds  ringed  by  the  Group  in  1969  is  given  below,  and 
illustrates  to  some  extent  the  variety  of  both  resident  and  migrant  birds 
which  the  area  supports : 


FG 

Pull. 

FG 

Pull. 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

1 

Redwing 

1 

Little  Grebe 

1 

Blackbird 

81 

54 

Mallard 

o 

3 

Wheatear 

2 

Teal 

2 

Stonechat 

1  1 

Kestrel 

1 

Redstart 

1 

Mute  Swan 

4 

Black  Redstart 

1 

Water  Rail 

o 

3 

Nightingale 

1 

Moorhen 

4 

Robin 

19 

5 

Lapwing 

9 

- 

Reed  Warbler 

127 

36 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

o 

3 

< 

Sedge  Warbler 

59 

Snipe 

17 

Blackcap 

12 

Jack  Snipe 

2 

Whitethroat 

8 

Green  Sandpiper 

3 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

5 

Common  Sandpiper 

17 

Willow  Warbler 

21 

19 

Redshank 

18 

Chiffchaff 

4 

Dunlin 

5 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

Common  Gull 

1 

Dunnock 

57 

3 

L.  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

Meadow  Pipit 

23 

10 

Black-headed  Gull 

73 

Rock  Pipit 

16 

Swift 

97 

Pied  Wagtail 

6 

Kingfisher 

1 

Yellow  Wagtail 

o 

3 

6 

Skylark 

22 

4 

Starling 

71 

17 

Swallow 

9 

5 

Greenfinch 

45 

6 

House  Martin 

2 

Goldfinch 

48 

16 

Sand  Martin 

1 

Linnet 

8 

20 

Jay 

2 

Bullfinch 

17 

3 

Great  Tit 

17 

13 

Chaffinch 

105 

Blue  Tit 

43 

15 

Brambling 

10 

Wren 

24 

Y  ellowhammer 

27 

2 

Mistle  Thrush 

6 

Reed  Bunting 

47 

13 

Fieldfare 

6 

House  Sparrow 

8 

Song  Thrush 

67 

34 

Tree  Sparrow 

8 

Grand  Total  1.589  Birds  of  64  Species. 


Note:  FG — Full  Grown:  Pull. — Pullus  (Nestling). 
J.  Hemmings ,  46  Elm  Road.  Hartford.  Kent. 


Possible  breeding  of  Spotted  Crake  in  the  London  Area.  The  Hand¬ 
book  of  British  Birds  mentioned  only  a  dozen  records  of  proved  breeding  of 
the  Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana  during  this  century,  and  records  of 
probable  breeding  were  equally  scarce.  More  recently,  Parslow  (. British 
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Birds ,  60:103)  notes  that  most  of  these  records  occurred  between  1926  and 
1937,  since  when  the  species  has  been  a  sporadic  breeder  until  an  increase  of 
records  in  the  early  1960’s  suggested  that  it  may  have  become  an  annual 
breeder.  Although  the  secretiveness  and  crepuscular  activity  of  this  species 
render  it  likely  to  be  overlooked  to  some  extent  it  is  clearly  one  of  Britain’s 
rarest  breeding  birds,  and  it  seems  worthwhile  to  record  an  instance  of  a 
small  colony  summering  in  the  London  Area  in  1 964  and  1 965  at  Beddington 
Sewage  Farm,  near  Croydon,  Surrey. 

Mr.  E.  Whitby,  foreman  and  resident  of  the  farm,  reported  a  peculiar 
bird-call  to  A.M.H.  during  the  summer  of  1963,  but  this  was  not  identified. 
In  the  following  year  on  June  25th,  at  8.45  p.m.,  J.G.  heard  a  bird  calling 
continuously  from  a  flooded  meadow  and  noted  this  as  a  rhythmic  “quip- 
quip-quip  .  .  .”.  Reference  to  Peterson’s  A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain 
and  Europe  quickly  led  to  Spotted  Crake,  an  identification  that  was  agreed 
by  P.  J.  Sellar,  who  likened  the  call  to  the  dripping  of  a  tap  into  a  half  full 
bucket  of  water. 

Quite  independently  of  the  above  A.M.H.,  J.A.  Burton  and  J.  Cooke 
first  heard  the  call-note  on  June  26th,  and  after  consultation  with  other 
ornithologists  also  established  the  call  to  be  that  of  the  Spotted  Crake. 
Subsequent  visits  with  a  small  band  of  observers  showed  that  four  birds  were 
calling,  and  these  were  tape-recorded  during  the  next  few  days  by  both 
B.  Newport  and  P.  J.  Sellar.  By  June  30th  large  numbers  of  bird-watchers 
had  heard  the  birds,  and  the  calls  had  also  attracted  the  attention  of  many 
local  residents,  in  particular  Mr.  Whitby  who  was  able  to  confirm  that  this 
was  the  call  which  he  had  heard  in  1963  and  also  at  the  beginning  of  June, 
1964.  Unconfirmed  reports  of  up  to  seven  birds  calling  were  received,  but 
regular  visitors  to  the  farm  never  definitely  heard  more  than  four. 

After  about  July  9th  there  was  a  lull  in  calling  activity  until  mid-month, 
when  calling  restarted  in  an  area  about  100  yards  from  the  original  site. 
By  July  26th,  calling  was  weak  and  of  short  duration.  The  last  confirmed 
record  of  that  year  was  of  one  heard  by  A.  D.  Prowse  early  in  the  morning 
of  August  1st. 

In  1965  the  same  number  of  birds  was  calling  from  another  part  of  the 
farm.  P.  J.  Wilson  heard  one  calling  in  April,  but  otherwise  calling  was 
confined  to  June  and  July.  By  the  end  of  July  calling  had  died  down  and 
did  not  pick  up  again.  In  1966  and  1967,  despite  repeated  visits  at  all 
times  of  the  night,  there  were  no  definite  records,  and  Mr-  Whitby  reported 
that  he  had  not  heard  any  in  those  years. 

Subsequent  observations  showed  that  the  calling  heard  on  June  25th, 
1964  was  exceptionally  early  in  the  evening.  Generally  calling  started  at 
dusk  on  still  evenings  and  continued  until  well  after  midnight,  but  in  windy, 
wet  or  cold  weather  calling  was  less  intense.  In  all  cases  the  birds  were  in 
meadows  which  were  either  being  actively  flooded  or  were  still  very  wet 
from  recent  flooding. 

Accounts  of  the  breeding  behaviour  of  Spotted  Crakes  are,  not  surprisingly, 
rather  vague.  Though  an  early  migrant,  from  mid-March,  it  apparently 
does  not  breed  until  mid-May  or  June  in  Central  Europe.  The  birds  call 
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throughout  their  breeding  period  except  for  a  brief  interlude  at  the  time  of 
hatching.  Previous  records  of  the  Spotted  Crake  in  the  London  Area  this 
century  consist  of  five  dated  records  between  1907  and  1916  and,  in  recent 
years  singles  from  Denham,  Bucks.  (1962  and  1963),  Cassiobury  Park. 
Herts.  (1965),  Ruxley,  Kent  (1966)  and  Hillfield  Reservoir,  Herts.  (1967). 
Only  one  of  these  records  (Chingford,  Essex  in  May  1911)  was  not  in  the 
winter  months. 

Although  there  was  no  conclusive  evidence  to  show  that  the  birds  at 
Beddington  were  breeding,  the  circumstances  strongly  suggest  that  this 
was  the  case  at  least  in  1964  and  1965,  and  possibly  also  in  1963.  In  any 
event  these  are  the  first  records  of  Spotted  Crake  summering  in  the  London 
Area. 

A.  M.  Hutson ,  231  Valley  Road,  Streatham,  London,  S.W.16. 

John  Gooders,  ‘'Birds  of  the  World ”,  32  Southampton  Street,  London,  W.C.2. 

Ringing  controls  and  territorial  feeding  behaviour  of  Black-headed 
Gulls  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens.  Whilst  watching 
Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
during  February  1969,  it  was  found  comparatively  easy  to  read  the  numbeis 
on  ringed  birds  with  careful  observation  through  12X  binoculars.  This 
caused  me  to  decide  to  identify  as  many  individuals  as  possible  by  this 
method,  and  to  observe  their  day  to  day  movements  during  their  winter 
stay  in  the  Parks.  Since  then  I  have  been  surprisingly  successful  with  this 
technique,  and  have  obtained  a  satisfactory  list  of  controls,  which  reflects 
the  breeding  areas  from  which  these  Parks  draw  their  winter  population 
of  this  species.  These  controls  are  listed  at  the  end  of  this  short  note. 

Although  it  has  long  been  known  that  Black-headed  Gulls  favour  the 
same  wintering  areas  in  successive  winters,  it  was  most  interesting  to  observe 
individuals  (identified  by  their  ring),  holding  surprisingly  small  territories 
at  their  feeding  ground  throughout  the  winter.  When  feeding  these  birds 
it  was  found  possible  to  attract  only  certain  individuals  to  a  specific  feeding 
point;  others  only  20  yards  away  could  not  be  persuaded  to  feed  at  the 
same  point,  and  these  birds  had  their  own  feeding  territory.  Subsequent 
observations  showed  this  to  be  a  constant  pattern  of  behaviour,  and  on  the 
very  exceptional  occasions  when  a  bird  wandered  into  a  “foreign”  territory 
for  food  the  birds  holding  that  territory  quickly  showed  aggression  and  the 
intruder  usually  made  an  immediate  retreat.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
points  to  emerge  so  far  is  the  fact  that  individual  birds  identified  at  the  end 
of  the  1968/69  winter  have  returned  to  winter  in  1969/70  and  have  taken 
up  the  very  same  territories  as  they  held  in  the  previous  winter. 

It  has  been  noted  that  some  wintering  birds,  when  they  first  arrive  in 
late  August  and  in  the  period  just  before  they  depart  from  mid-March 
onwards,  tend  not  to  maintain  such  tight  territories  and  wander  within 
the  Parks  away  from  their  usual  feeding  area.  This  may  be  due  to  their 
migratory  urge  taking  priority  over  their  territorial  instinct  during  these 
periods,  or  possibly  to  the  fact  that  the  population  is  lower  at  these  times 
making  larger  territories  available,  although  the  extent  of  the  wandering 
causes  me  to  favour  the  former  theory. 
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Controls  of  Ringed  Black-headed  Gulls 


ringing 

Age 

ad.  23 
ad.  27 
ad.  29 
pull.  7 
pull.  24 
pull.  8 
ad.  24 

pull.  17 
pull.  10 


details  ad.  =  adult,  pull.  =pullus  (nestling) 
Date  Place 

.11.59  St.  James’s  Park,  London 
.11.59  St.  James’s  Park,  London 
.12.62  Westminster  Bridge,  London 
6.69  The  Swale,  Windmill  Creek  (Kent) 
5.64  Fowley  Island,  The  Swale  (Kent) 

6.63  Rat  Island,  R.  Colne  (Essex) 

12.63  Hofvijver's.  Gravenhage,  Netherlands 


CONTROL  DETAILS 

Hyde  Park/ Ken.  Gdns. 


6.66  Nr.  Nijmegen  (Gelderland),  Netherlands 
pull.  24.  5.68  Hilversum-Wasmeer  (Noord  Holland), 

NETHERI 

pull.  25.  6.60  Vihti  (Uusimaa),  Finland 
pull.  15.  6.66  Espoo  (Uusimaa),  Finland 
pull.  18.  6.67  Hollola  (Hame),  Finland 
pull.  26.  6.67  Hauho  (Hame),  Finland 

pull.  ?.  6.68  Hauho  (Hame),  Finland 
pull.  15.  6.68  Hamsenlinna  (Hame),  Finland 

pull.  18.  6.68  Ahlainen  (Turku-Pori),  Finland 

pull.  14.  6.69  Saakamaki  (Hame),  Finland 
pull.  21.  6.69  Ylojarvi  (Hame),  Finland 
pull.  16.  6.69  Lamminjarvi,  Lammi  (Hame),  Finland 
puli.  9.  6.69  Vigels,  Fyn,  Denmark 
ad.  3.  6.65  Babite  Lake,  Latvia,  u.s.s.r. 
pull.  4.  6.69  Babite  Lake,  Latvia,  u.s.s.r. 


26. 

2.69 

to 

18. 

3.69 

3. 

11.69 

to 

2. 

3.70 

10. 

2.70 

12. 

11.69 

to 

20. 

2.70 

1. 

12.69 

2. 

2.70 

,68) 

5. 

12.69 

to 

29.1 

12.69 

NDS 

28. 

11.69 

to 

23. 

2.70 

17. 

2.69 

to 

5. 

3.69 

and 

23. 

9.69 

to 

15. 

1.70 

NDS 

23. 

12.69 

to 

9. 

1.70 

8. 

12.69 

to 

16. 

3.70 

28. 

11.69 

to 

1. 

1.70 

13. 

3.69 

13. 

3.69 

and 

1. 

12.69 

to 

18.1 

12.69 

5. 

3.69 

10. 

2.69 

to 

24. 

3.69 

and 

29. 

8.69 

to 

17. 

3.70 

21. 

2.69 

to 

13. 

3.69 

and 

4. 

11.69 

to 

6. 

3.70 

30. 

12.69 

11. 

12.69 

13. 

2.70 

to 

18. 

3.70 

17. 

3.70 

to 

25. 

3.70 

27. 

11.69 

to 

13. 

3.70 

3. 

2.70 

to 

16. 

3.70 

J.  P.  Widgery ,  21  Field  View  Road ,  Potters  Bar ,  Hertfordshire . 
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Notes  for  Contributors 

PAPERS  or  short  notes  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area 
are  welcomed,  and  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor  (address  in  Programme) 
by  the  end  of  February  for  publication  in  the  same  year.  Contributors 
are  asked  to  study  these  notes  with  care,  to  save  themselves  and  the  Editor 
unnecessary  work  in  the  revision  of  manuscripts. 

As  a  general  guide  to  presentation  and  layout,  authors  should  consult 
the  examples  in  this  issue,  and  they  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to 
the  following: 

English  names  of  species  should  have  capital  initials  for  each  word,  except 
after  a  hyphen  (e.g.  Reed  Bunting,  Black-headed  Gull),  but  group 
names  should  not  (e.g.  buntings,  gulls). 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  in  brackets,  immediately 
after  the  first  mention  of  the  English  name,  although  it  may  sometimes 
be  more  convenient  to  list  them  in  an  appendix. 

Dates  should  be  in  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1969. 

Reference  lists ,  and  their  use  in  the  text,  should  follow  the  examples  in 
this  or  previous  issues. 

Tables  and  Figures  should  be  on  separate  sheets,  clearly  numbered 
Line  drawings  should  be  in  indian  ink  on  good  quality  white  drawing 
paper,  preferably  larger  than  the  size  finally  intended.  Captions  should 
be  submitted  separately,  and  lettering  on  maps,  diagrams,  etc.,  may  be 
pencilled  on  an  overlay  as  these  can  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Standard  base  maps  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  for  plotting  ringing 
recoveries,  distributions,  etc.  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor  with  in¬ 
structions  for  their  use. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  the  author  for  checking,  but  only  essential 
corrections  can  be  made  at  this  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  will  be  supplied  on  request. 
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THE  LONDON  NATURAE  HISTORY  SOCIETY 

WHATEVER  your  interest  in  natural  history — even  if  you  are  still  a  beginner — 
the  Society  will  welcome  you  as  a  member.  You  are  offered  a  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  extending  your  knowledge  and  increasing  your  enjoyment.  The 
Society's  Area  lies  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul's  and  here  most  of  its 
activities  take  place.  Although  so  much  of  the  area  is  covered  with  bricks  and 
mortar  it  is  a  most  exciting  region  with  an  astonishing  variety  of  fauna  and  flora. 
The  Society  consists  of  Sections  whose  meetings  are  open  to  all  members  without 
formality.  If  you  are  interested  in:  archaeology,  botany,  ecology,  ento¬ 
mology,  GEOLOGY,  MAMMAL  STUDY,  ORNITHOLOGY,  RAMBLING,  Or  if  yOU  are  a 
Young  Naturalist  there  is  a  section  ready  to  help  you. 


We  offer  you  ... 

INDOOR  MEETINGS 

Nearly  every  week  throughout  the  year  with  Films,  Lectures  and  Discussions 
on  all  aspects  of  natural  history. 

FIELD  MEETINGS 

Led  by  experts,  at  week-ends  and  on  summer  evenings  to  visit  ’’good"  natural 
history  places,  often  outside  our  Area.  These  excursions  are  very  popular  with 
beginners  wishing  to  improve  their  knowledge. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The  London  Naturalist,  published  annually,  a  permanent  record  of  the  Society's 
activities,  including  records  of  plants  and  animal  life  in  the  London  Area. 

The  London  Bird  Report,  published  annually,  containing  papers,  facts  and  figures 
of  special  interest  to  bird  watchers  in  London.  Compiled  by  the  Ornithological 
Section  which  also  issues  a  free  bi-monthly  Bulletin  (50p.  per  year  to  non¬ 
members  post  free). 

LIBRARY 


A  large  selection  of  books  and  periodicals,  many  with  special  reference  to  London, 
now  housed  at  Ealing  Central  Library  and  available  for  the  use  of  members. 

READING  CIRCLES 


Many  important  natural  history  journals  enabling  members  who  subscribe  to 
these  circles  to  read  any  of  the  journals  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  an  individual 
subscription. 

UNIVERSITY  LECTURES 

n i 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  University  of  London,  Department  of  Extra-Mural 
Studies,  courses  of  evening  lectures  during  the  autumn  and  spring.  They  are 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  members  for  more  knowledge  of  any  particular 
aspect  of  natural  history. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 


MEMBERS . 

SENIOR  MEMBERS  .... 
JUNIOR  MEMBERS  .... 
FAMILY  MEMBERS  .... 

All  members  except  family  members  receive 
and  The  London  Bird  Report. 


£2-50 

£1-25 

£0-75 

HALF  THE  APPROPRIATE  RATE 
one  free  copy  of  The  London  Naturalist 


Ail  details  may  be  obtained  from:— 

THE  MEMBERSHIP  SECRETARY,  MR.  A.  J.  BARRETT, 
40  FRINTON  ROAD,  KIRBY  CROSS, 
FRINTON-ON-SEA,  ESSEX 
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Introduction 

How  much  more  1970— European  Conservation  Year — contributed  to  the  well¬ 
being  and  greater  knowledge  of  London’s  birds,  compared  with  1969,  is  hard  to 
judge  at  this  short  distance  in  time.  Perhaps  what  we  needed  was  a  European 
Conservation  Decade  to  enable  us  to  do  a  thorough  job  of  education  with  the 
authorities  and  similar  faceless  men.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  beginning  of  the  70s 
is  a  good  moment  to  take  stock  so  that  we  may  judge  the  changes  in  our  birdlife 
over  the  next  ten  years,  and  we  urge  our  readers  to  ever  greater  efforts  in  this 
worthy  cause. 

Buildings  will  continue  to  obliterate  the  green  spaces  in  our  Area,  further 
reducing  the  habitats  of  such  species  as  Skylark,  Yellow  Wagtail  and  Linnet, 
birds  that  prosper  best  in  open  country.  On  the  other  hand  welcome  and  continu¬ 
ing  anti-pollution  measures  have  improved  the  habitats  of  the  River  Thames, 
bringing  increases  in  both  species  and  numbers.  In  1970  the  lower  reaches  between 
Woolwich  and  Tilbury  again  attracted  unprecedented  numbers  of  duck  and 
waders  in  the  winter  months.  In  a  paper  in  this  issue,  the  Editor  describes  the 
attractiveness  to  birds  of  a  new  habitat  associated  with  the  Thames  in  Inner 
London,  the  disused  and  derelict  Surrey  Commercial  Docks  in  Bermondsey.  In 
addition  there  is  a  paper  by  P.  J.  Strangeman  on  the  birds  of  the  River  between 
Westminster  and  Lambeth  bridges  in  the  centre  of  London.  In  a  major  paper  on 
the  birds  of  Rainham  Marsh,  K.  Noble  describes  how  man-made  habitat  changes 
during  the  past  decade  have  created  one  of  the  most  exciting  birdwatching  sites  in 
the  London  area;  a  short  note  by  the  same  author  summarises  a  series  of  apparent¬ 
ly  unprecedented  observations  of  terns  and  other  seabirds  using  the  River  Thames 
as  a  feeding  area  during  the  autumn  of  1970  and  suggests  that  this  may  be  a 
further  benefit  of  a  cleaner  river. 

The  first  records  of  proved  breeding  in  the  Inner  London  area  of  Yellow 
Wagtails,  on  waste  ground  near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  are  summarised  by  L.  W. 
Cornelius  in  a  short  note.  K.  C.  Osborne  has  made  detailed  studies  of  the  Water 
Pipit  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm — that  classic  South  London  ornithological 
forcing  ground — and  his  interest  in  the  species  is  reflected  by  his  paper  which 
gives  some  fascinating  insights  into  its  status  in  the  LNHS  Area,  together  with 
identification  notes  illustrated  by  a  plate  prepared  with  great  skill  by  the  author. 
Also  from  Beddington  comes  a  paper  on  Swifts  by  A.  M.  Hutson,  J.  A.  Burton 
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and  S.  D.  G.  Stephens:  this  work  gives  some  preliminary  results  from  13  years 
of  ringing  Swifts  and  the  authors  are  to  be  congratulated  for  undertaking  the 
daunting  amount  of  work  involved  in  sifting  through  the  huge  mass  of  data 
which  has  accumulated  over  the  years. 

The  economic  difficulties  of  the  times  have  meant  that  certain  changes  have 
had  to  be  accepted  by  those  responsible  for  the  production  of  the  Society's 
publications.  To  maintain  the  size  of  the  LBR  in  the  face  of  mounting  costs  has 
necessitated  a  change  of  printer,  hence  this  Report  appears  in  a  different  typeface. 
Changes,  some  dictated  by  economics  others  by  editorial  policy,  have  been  made 
in  the  contents  and  their  presentation.  But  it  remains  the  conviction  of  the  Editor 
supported  by  the  Records  Committee  that  the  LBR  should  always  provide  space 
to  report  significant  work  on  London’s  birds  at  the  expense  of  less  essential 
matter.  Finally,  to  mark  the  opening  of  a  new  decade,  the  Records  Committee 
decided  that  a  new  look  to  the  Report  would  be  appropriate.  The  new  cover 
design  is  by  L.  Baker  with  a  photograph  of  a  Barn  Owl  bringing  food  to  its  young 
in  a  nest  at  Collier  Row7,  Romford  taken  by  Alan  Parker,  whom  w7e  thank  for 
giving  us  the  print.  This  replaces  the  design  used  for  the  past  21  years. 

L.B. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and 
non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  appropriate  recorder,  taking 
care  that  the  localities  are  entered  in  the  correct  county. 

It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  and  these  are  available  from  the  recorders  on  request.  Please  complete 
these  sheets  in  Wetmore  Order  (as  used  in  the  London  Bird  Report ),  and  submit 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 


3 


them  in  July  for  the  period  from  January  to  June,  and  in  early  January  for  July  to 
December.  In  the  case  of  localities  which  are  regularly  watched  it  is  often  more 
convenient  to  submit  a  summary  of  observations  under  species  rather  than  a 
long  list  of  dates  and  numbers. 

Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  the  species  indicated  below,  using  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  for  each  species.  If  the  species  is  also  one  which  should  be 
considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds , 
Vol.  59,  No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305),  please  send  your  notes  to  that  Committee 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising  him  that  the  record 
has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit  your  record  sheets. 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

All  divers 

Slavonian  Grebe.  Red-necked 
and  Black-necked  Grebes  other 
than  at  regular  haunts. 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 

All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland 
and  Little  Gulls  and  Kittiwake 


All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
Wryneck  outside  regular  haunts 
Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  A.s.  petrosus 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  mutants  of  Motacilla flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.  f.  flavissima 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not  only 
of  readers  today  but  also  those  who  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the  future,  all 
of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely  on  correct 
identification  supported  by  evidence.  It  should  be  stressed  that  inclusion  in  the 
above  list  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is 
needed :  brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species,  or  those 
of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  However  such  brief  descriptions  should 
always  include  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  also  contain  relevant 
remarks  on,  for  example,  diagnostic  call-notes  or  plumage  marks  noted,  or  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  the  species. 


4 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  35  FOR  1970 


Recorders 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex 

Square,  W.2. 

Bucks,  and  Middx .  C.  W.  Westwood,  The  Lodge,  Town 

Lane,  Stanwell,  Staines,  Middlesex. 

i 

Essex  .  B.  S.  Meadows,  20  Bell  Lane,  Brox- 

bourne,  Hertfordshire: 

Herts  R.  F.  Sanderson,  106  Dugdale  Hill 

Lane,  Potters  Bar. 

Surrey  .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 

Kingston  Vale,  SW15  3RB. 

Kent  D.  J.  Holman,  51  Courtney  Road, 

Colliers  Wood,  S.W.19. 


Note: — Records  for  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in  the 
county  bordering  the  river  to  the  south,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 


Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List 


R.  Allison 

E.  L.  .Anderson 
M.  S.  Andrew 

D.  L.  Andrews 

J.  Arkell 
M.  E.  Antram 
J.  Austin  (ja«) 

J.  A.  Bailey 
D.  A.  Baker 

L.  Baker 
P.  F.  Ball 

K.  Barrett 

M.  J.  Barrett 
W.  J.  Barry 

A.  W.  Bartlett 
D.  Bartlett 

L.  A.  Batten 
P.  A.  Baumber 

I.  R.  Beames 
Beddington  Ringing 

Station  (brs) 
R.  G.  Bentall 
Dr.  G.  Beven 

J.  R.  Bexley 

B.  Bland 

C.  Boase 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Bonham 
P.  F.  Bonham 
J.  Booker 

D.  A.  Boyd  (dab d) 

J.  R.  Bradney  (jrbt-) 
T.  E.  Brand 

Miss  J.  E.  Bristow 
D.  Britton  (db») 

J.  H.  Brock 
Miss  E.  P.  Brown 


Miss  M.  P.  Brown 

D.  F.  Bull 

M.  Bunce 
R.  A.  Burberry 
R.  Burgess 
P.  W.  Bumess 
R.  W.  Burrows 
J.  F.  Burton 

H.  McK.  Butcher 

R.  W.  Byrne  (rwbc) 

G.  G.  Campbell 

F.  R.  Cannings 

C.  Carpenter 

D.  Carr 
J.  Carter 

D.  W.  Cattin 
Miss  E.  M.  Chacksfield 

A.  G.  Channer 

G.  M.  Chapman 
P.  L.  Chasteauneuf 
D.  K.  Chesterman 

A.  K.  Child 
D.  J.  Chipperfield 

A.  J.  Clegg 
M.  Coath 
D.  A.  Coleman 
G.  T.  Corley-Smith 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

A.  Cotter 

M.  J.  Cowlard 

B.  A.  Cox 

C.  R.  Crace 

S.  Cramp 

Mrs.  G.  L.  C.  Craw 
W.  H.  Dady 
J.  Dalgleish 


W.  J.  Darter 
Dartford  Ringing 

Group (drg) 

B.  R.  Davies 
M.  Davies 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Dawe 

E.  J.  Dawson 

D.  Dean 

P.  Denney  (pdv) 

M.  K.  Dennis 

I.  Dodd 

P.  Dickinson  (pdh) 

Rev.  E.  A.  Dignam 
Miss  P.  Dohan 

J.  Drake  (ice) 

R.  A.  Dubbins 
A.  G.  Duff 

E.  Duffield 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Duffield 

F.  Duke 

P.  A.  Dukes 

C.  K.  Dunkley 
R.  Durman 

J.  C.  Eaton 

A.  W.  Edwards 

K.  D.  Edwards 

G.  D.  Elcome 

D.  E.  Ellis 
R.  Etheridge 

Mr.  &.  Mrs.  E.  F.  Everet 
M.  J.  Everett 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Farrant 

A.  F.  Faulkner 

B.  W.  Finch 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  Fisher 
M.  Fitch 


J.  Fitzpatrick 
Miss  K.  G.  Foot 

R.  H.  B.  Forster 

E.  M.  Forsyth 

H.  Fossey 

B.  Fowler 
Miss  C.  Fowler 
J.  G.  Francis 

H.  G.  Freeman 

D.  V.  Freshwater 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Fuller  (EMFr) 

E.  Gannev 
H.  T.  Gatley 

S.  J.  Gatley 

J.  Galton 

N.  E.  Gammon 
P.  D.  Gann 
D.  Gardner  (DGr) 

R.  J.  Gardner 
G.  V.  Geiger 
P.  G.  Geiger 
A.  Gibbs 

A.  H.  Gibson 
D.  C.  Gilbert 

N.  Gilmour 
M.  Gillett 

T.  W.  Gladwin 

B.  Goater 
R.  Goater 

A.  P.  Goddard 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 

C.  A.  Gold  win 

D.  Goodwin  (dgw) 

G.  C.  Gore 

M.  G.  Gotts 
P.  J.  Grant 
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R.  C.  Green 

V.  A.  Green 

S.  Greenwood 

D.  Griffin 

C.  E.  M.  Griffiths 

J.  V.  Griffiths 

R.  Griffiths  (rg5) 

M.  J.  Grigson 

G.  H.  Gush 

F.  E.  Guyatt 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Hallowes 
Dr.  R.  C.  Hallowes 

(rchs) 

Hampstead  Heath 

Orn.  Report  (hhor) 

R.  D.  Harhird 
R.  C.  Hardie  (rch<?) 

C.  Harding  (CHg) 
j.  Harling  (ji-ig) 

A.  Harris 

D.  G.  Harris 

M.  A.  Harris 
Miss  P.  Harris  (phs) 

J.  G.  Harrison 
J.  M.  Harrison 
J.  E.  Harvey 
J.  A.  Hazel 
Miss  H.  M.  Heather 
J.  Hemmings  (jhs) 

J.  Henderson 

T.  V.  Henderson 

R.  Hep  her 

K.  J.  Herber 
Hersham  Ringing 

Group  (hrg) 

N.  D.  Hewitt 
R.  Hillier  (rhc) 

G.  J.  Hinchon 
P.  R.  Hipkin  (prh«) 

E.  G.  Hiscock 

R.  S.  Hoad 
D.  R.  Hodge 
P.  Hogg 

A.  J.  Holcombe 

M.  A.  Hollingworth 

(mah/;) 

C.  Holmes 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

R.  C.  Homes 

S.  D.  Housden 
J.  R.  Howe 
P.  R.  Howells 

S.  W.  N.  Hughes 
A.  Hulatt  (ah/) 

R.  A.  Husband 

A.  M.  Hutson 
Rev.  K.  Huxley 
A.  J.  Hyne  (ajh_p) 

W.  R.  Ingram 

H.  Ison-Porter 
R.  Jefferies 

G.  John 

I.  G.  Johnson 

J.  A.  W.  Jones 

K.  Jones 

N.  R.  Jones 
G.  Jones-Walters 


T.  W.  Keeper 
Kent  Bird 

Report  (kbr) 
R.  H.  Kettle 
F.  R.  Kilpatrick 

H.  King 

H.  M.  King 

M.  S.  King 

T.  E.  Lankester 
Mrs.  Y.  Laver 
T.  J.  Lawrence  (tjlp) 
R.  G.  Lees 
R.  Leighton 
C.  Leppitch 

N.  Lewis 
T.  J.  Lewis 

Miss  A.  Lighti'oot 

K.  S.  Lodge 
Dr.  J.  Long 
Miss  E.  M.  Love 
P.  B.  Lowe 

A.  H.  Lukes 
Miss  P.  H.  Mabey 
Mrs.  I.  McCay 

F.  G.  McColl 
W.  McGubbin 
Mrs.  B.  Madrell 

per  B.  L.  Sage 
J.  D.  Magee 
J.  W.  Malster 

I.  G.  Manklow 

B.  A.  Marsh 
N.  Marshall 

A.  J.  Martin 

C.  W.  Martin 
F.  F.  B.  Martin 
Mrs.  J.  Martin  (jm;;) 

J.  H.  N.  Mason 

C.  J.  Mead  , 

J.  Mead 

B.  S.  Meadows  (bsms) 
W.  G.  Meadows 

H.  P.  Medhurst 
W.  D.  Melluish 
W.  F.  Miller 

D.  C.  Milne 

E.  Milne-Redhead 
D.  Mitchell  (dm/) 

D.  R.  Mitchell 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Moore 

F.  Morrel 

K.  W.  Morris 
R.  E.  Morton 
D.  Moss 

D.  Moulding  (DMg) 

A.  Mountford 
P.  A.  Moxey 

L.  Mulford 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  F. 

Musselwhite 

T.  Neal 
D.  W.  Newell 
K.  Noble 


Many  Observers  (mo) 
D.  E.  Oddie 
W.  E.  Oddie 

C.  Ogston 

R.  H.  Olorenshaw 
K.  C.  Osborne 
Osterley  Park  Report 

(opr) 

T.  W.  Ottley 
Miss  H.  Padel! 

A.  R.  J.  Paine 

K.  H.  Palmer 
A.  Parker 

A.  C.  Parker 

M.  C.  Parker 

D.  Parr 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Parr 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Parrinder 
Sir  F.  Pedler 
Lady  Pedler 
D.  G.  Pegram 
A.  J.  Percey 

D.  J.  Pezet 

E.  W.  Phillips-Jones 

S.  R.  Pomeryy 
Miss  P.  R.  Powell 

R.  Price 

L.  E.  Pritchard 
A.  H.  Pulsford 

A.  Rainbow 
P.  Redhead 

F.  H.  Rees 

E.  Reeve 

S.  K.  Reeves 

F.  Riley 
D.  Rippe 

M.  A.  T.  Rivington 
VV.  Rivington 

W.  Roberts  (wrs) 

I.  S.  Robertson 
D.  R.  Rowston 

T.  M.  Ruck 

P.  C.  F.  Rumsey 
Rye  Meads  Ringing 

Group  (rmrg) 

B.  L.  Sage 

D.  G.  Salmon 
Miss  J.  Sanderson 
R.  F.  Sanderson 

J.  E.  Sandford 
Miss  M.  Saunders 

K.  Sawyer 

C.  J.  Shea 

Miss  E.  M.  Sheen 
A.  P.  Simes 
Mrs  L.  M.  P.  Small 

T.  Smeeton 
A.  J.  Smith 
Miss  B.  Smith 

D.  A.  Smith 
J.  T.  Smith 

R.  E.  Smith 

S.  R.  Smith 
A.  Solly  (as>’ 

P.  M.  Solly 

T.  Spall 


Miss  K.  E.  Springett 
J.  M.  Stainton 
A.  W.  Steer 

A.  Stevens 

E.  Stevens 
Mrs.  R.  Stevens 

R.  W.  Stevs  art- Wilson 
P.  J.  Strangeman  (pjs/7) 
Surrey  Bird  Report  (sbr) 
T.  Taggart 
Miss  C.  M.  Taylor 

J.  R.  Thomlinson 

K.  V.  Thomsett 
D.  Thomson 
Mrs  L.  Thomson 
J.  G.  Threadgold 
Miss  M.  J.  Tilley 

D.  Tomlinson  (DTn) 

M.  J.  Tovey  (mjto) 

G.  Trott 

R.  E.  Turley 

S.  Turner 

Mrs.  M.  Tugendhat 
Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

E.  Urquhart 

S.  W.  Vamplen 
J.  Vickers 

P.  J.  Vines 

G.  Walker 
Mrs.  M.  Waller 
M.  J.  Walport 

M.  J.  Walton  (mjw/j) 
Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 
R.  B.  Warren 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Washer 
D.  Washington  (dwm) 

B.  R.  Watts 

M.  J.  Wells  (mjws) 

A.  West 

J.  K.  Weston 
Mrs.  D.  J.  Weston 

C.  W.  Westwood 
P.  E.  S.  Whalley 
J.  J.  Wheatley 

T.  Wheeler 

B.  J.  Wheeler-Holden 

C.  A.  White 
R.  V.  White 
J.  P.  Widgery 
R.  P.  Widgery 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 
J.  Williamson 

D.  Willis 

A.  Willmot  (aw t) 

H.  Wise 

Miss  C.  Wooldridge 

D.  Wood 
J.  H.  Wood 

L.  F.  Woolland 
P.  H.  Wright 


Omitted  from  list  for 
1969 

L.  A.  Batten 

I.  S.  Robertson 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1970 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST.  PAUL  S 
CATHEDRAL 

THIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists'  Union's  “Check-List  of  the  Birds 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore  classification,  and 
the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List  where  the  full  scientific 
name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are  those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of 
British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in  January,  1953  ( B.B. ,  46:1). 

All  records  are  for  1970  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials  following 
each  record  refer  to  the  observer(s)  responsible  for  it,  whose  name(s)  may  be 
obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  4. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials,  viz.: — E  =  Essex;  H=Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B=Bucks.;  K=Kent; 
S= Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are  partly  in  Middlesex,  but  all 
records  referring  to  them  are  published  under  Essex,  following  the  policy  adopted 
by  W.  E.  Glegg  in  his  histories  of  the  birds  of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935). 
The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used: — B.B.=  British  Birds  magazine: 
E.B.R.=Essex  Bird  Report;  L.B.R.=  London  Bird  Report;  G.P.=gravel  pit; 
Res.=reservoir;  S.F.=sewage  farm;  S.P.=sand  pit;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.,  are  used 
for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the 
general  direction  of  flight;  mo=many  observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species  is  intended  to  be 
continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  and  to 
the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of  th qL.B.R.  is  reconjmended. 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (jce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  1st  (jf). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  from  Feb.  26th  to  Mar.  10th  (jgh,  jmh). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Numbers  were  comparatively  low  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  The  maximum  on 
the  monthly  wildfowl  count  dates  for  1970-71  was  470  in  September.  The  only 
concentrations  of  over  100  were  at  Walthamstow  where  there  were  112  on 
Jan.  18th,  106  on  Oct.  18th  and  122  on  Nov.  15th.  Breeding  season  records 
of  pairs  are  given  below :- 

E  Hainault  Lake  (1),  Navestock  (1),  Nazeir.g  (4,  3  bred),  South  Ockendon  area 
(8,  6  bred),  West  Thurrock  (1).  Exceptionally,  none  bred  at  Walthamstow 
Res.  due  to  the  draining  of  five  of  the  waters  and  fish  epidemic  in  others. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.  (2-3),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (1:7  birds  May  30th),  Fisher's  Green 
(2),  Frogmore  (2,  1  bred),  Hamper  Mill  (3,  1  bred),  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (2), 
Maple  Cross  G.P.  (4),  Old  Parkbury  (1),  St.  Albans,  Frogmore  (2), 
Springwell  G.P.  (2),  Stocker’s  Lake  (7,  3  bred),  Stockers  W.  G.P.  (1), 
West  Hyde  G.P.  (1). 

M  Brent  Res.  (1),  Drayton  Park  G.P.  (2),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (2  plus  five  non¬ 
breeding  pairs),  Osterley  Park  (3),  Poyle  G.Ps.  (2),  Shepperton  and  Littleton 
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area  (11),  Springwell  G.P.  ( 1  plus  four  non-breeding  pairs),  Stoke  Newington 
Res.  (1). 

K  Horton  Kirby  (1),  Ruxley  G.P.  (3),  Sevenoaks  (6),  Stone  (1).  No  other 
information  from  Darenth  valley  in  breeding  season. 

5  Addlestone,  New  Lines  Pond  (1),  Gatton  Park  (2),  Godstone  (1),  Ham  Moor 
G.P.  (1),  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (1),  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  (1),  Norwood  Lake  (1), 
Richmond  Park  (2),  Thorpe  G.Ps.  (24).  R.  Thames,  between  W.  Molesey 
and  Weir  Hotel,  pair  with  three  small  young  on  June  16th. 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  7th  (mah  et  al .)  was  also  seen 
on  Cheshunt  G.P.  (Herts.).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb  8th,  Mar.  15th, 
Apr.  12th,  Aug.  31st,  Sept.  15th,  Oct.  18th  and  Nov.  22nd  (jce,  jf). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  11th  was  not  the  same  bird  as  the  one  seen 
on  King  George  V  Res.  the  following  day  (jf). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (dkc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
Feb.  8th  (jv),  Mar.  15th-22nd  (mc,  jah,  ap)  and  Sept.  19th  (jab).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  7th  (dkc)  and  Dec.  4th  (gj-w). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  from  July  12th  (rjg)  to  Aug.  29th 
(hjf).  Richmond  Park,  one  from  Feb.  20th  to  Mar.  7th  (rdh,  bam,  fgmcc). 
Walton  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  5th  to  25th,  but  two  on  6th  and  15th;  one  of 
these  was  rescued  from  outlet  tower  and  ringed  on  6th  (co,  dp  et  al .); 
one  on  Dec.  27th  and  31st  (craC,  ajm). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (JCe),  and  two  on  Dec.  20th  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  and  31st  (dm/). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  Nov.  7th-8th  (lab,  nm,  kvt,  jhw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one 
on  Jan  24th  and  31st  (igj).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (kjh). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (gde)  and  5th  and  Apr.  25th-28th  (mo),  two 
from  Apr.  30th  to  May  5th  (gde)  and  one  from  May  12th  to  20th;  one  on 
Nov.  7th  “died  threshing  round  in  circles  on  the  surface”  (igj)  and  one  on 
Dec.  25th  (jw). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Jan.  8th  and  one  on  Mar.  5th  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (dp). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd-4th  and  on  Aug.  22nd  and  29th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  30th.  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  2nd,  one  on 
Apr.  25th-26th,  two  from  May  19th  to  26th;  first  return  passage  on  July 
25th  then  peaks  of  nine  on  Aug.  7th,  11  on  Sept.  4th,  12  Sept.  29th-30th, 
10  on  Oct.  8th  falling  to  four  on  the  17th  and  two  from  then  until  Nov.  8th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Sept.  21st  and  29th.  Swanscombe,  one  on  R.  Thames  on 
Dec.  27th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  and  Aug.  17th  and  22nd.  Island  Barn 
Res.,  three  on  Jan.  18th,  five  on  Feb.  15th,  eight  on  Mar.  8th,  15th  and  29th 
and  seven  all  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  7th,  one  on  Oct.  8th  rising  to 
eight  on  the  26th,  two  in  Nov.  and  three  on  Dec.  19th.  Kingston,  one  on 
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Jan.  7th  and  12th  on  R.  Thames.  Thorpe,  one  at  St.  Anne’s  G.P.  on  Nov. 
24th.  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  and  17th. 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities  are  in  italics,  number  of  pairs  in  brackets. 
E  Avelsy  area  (2).  Coopersale  Common  (1).  Fciirlop  G.P .•■  (3).  Moor  Hall  Farm 
S.P.  (2).  West  Thurrock  Clay  Pits,  (2). 

H  Hamper  Mill  (1).  R.  Chess  (4  at  three  localities). 

M  Brent  Res.  (1).  Charlton  G.  P.  (1). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  young  seen. 

K  Ruxley  (2). 

S  Addlestone,  New  Lines  Pond  (2).  Cobham  Park  (2).  Esher ,  Black  Pond  (1). 
Gatton  Park  (1).  Kew  Gardens  (2).  Thorpe.  St.  Anne's  G.P.  (1).  A  party  of 
1 2  at  last  site  on  Apr.  4th  kept  as  a  compact  flock  and  are  believed  to  have 
been  on  passage.  Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock,  one  on  Oct.  14th,  two  on 
15th  and  up  to  3  Nov. -Dec. 

Summer  and  autumn  gatherings  of  20  or  over  were  as  follows:-  West 
Thurrock,  20  on  Oct.  18th.  Nazeing,  30—  on  July  11th.  Ruxley,  up  to  26 
in  January  and  e.  20  in  September  and  October,  Erith  Marshes,  22  on 
Sept.  26th. 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

K  Swanscombe,  one  flying  downriver  on  Sept.  16th,  during  a  period  when 
several  were  noted  around  the  Kent  coast  (rvw). 

27  Gannet 

IT  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  12th  flew7  south  into  Essex  (ng). 

28  Cormorant 

The  largest  count  reported  was  of  79  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  Dec.  28th  but 
fewer  counts  than  usual  were  received.  Maxima  of  25  at  Walthamstow  Res. 
on  Jan.  11th,  47  in  poplars  at  Syon  Marsh  on  Jan.  8th,  38  at  Island  Barn 
Res.  on  Nov.  8th,  23  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Nov.  15th  and  29  at 
Walton  Res.  on  Oct.  3rd.  On  the  River  Thames  between  Woolwich  and 
Swanscombe,  several  reports  of  up  to  six. 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  immature  on  Jan.  24th  and  Feb.  1st  (jf,  bsms). 
M  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  from  Feb.  2nd  to  Mar.  15th  (mo). 

30  Heron 

Seen  at  many  localities  in  numbers  up  to  1 1 . 

E  Walthamstow'  Res.,  82  pairs  nested.  Rainham  Marsh,  25  on  Aug.  5th. 
H  Cheshunt  pits,  up  to  17  in  Feb. 

M  Kempton  Park,  only  seven  pairs  compared  with  18  in  1969,  follow  ing  heavy 
predation  by  crows.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  a  dramatic  increase  in 
breeding  pairs  from  two  to  ten,  and  c.  19  young  reared  (rcg  et  al).  Inner 
London:  Lavender  Dock,  present  Aug.  to  Dec.,  max.  18  on  Aug.  24th. 
S  Gatton  Park,  four  pairs  bred,  with  two  young  each  on  May  14th. 
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31  Purple  Heron 

M  Shepperton  G.P.,  an  adult  flying  east  on  June  2nd  (frc).  Accepted  by 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

36  Night  Heron 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  an  adult  on  Sept.  6th  (dkc).  Accepted  by  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee. 

38  Bittern 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  and  from  early  Dec.  to  end  of  year  (jce). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (rl).  Rye  Meads,  singles  from  Jan.  10th 
to  17th,  and  on  Mar.  7th  and  May  20th  (rmrg). 

B  Iver  S.  F.,  one  flew  in  from  the  south  on  July  7th,  alighted  for  about  five 
minutes  and  then  flew  off  S.  (ap). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  from  Jan.  18th  to  24th,  Feb.  5th  to  9th  and  Mar.  11th  to 
18th,  and  two  on  19th  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (cwm  per  hmk) 

WILDFOWL 

Summaries  in  heavy  type  are  based  on  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  and 
refer  to  the  winter  of  1970-71  and  not  to  the  calendar  year  except  where 
otherwise  stated.  As  usual  they  apply  to  the  same  waters  covered  since 
1947-48  and  are  intended  to  show  population  trends.  They  do  not  profess  to 
show  the  total  duck  population  of  the  Area,  and  this  is  particularly  so  as 
they  do  not  include  the  huge  winter  concentrations  on  the  lower  Thames 
during  the  last  few  years.  For  ease  of  comparison  the  figures  for  the  north 
(Essex)  side  of  the  Thames  have  in  most  cases  been  included  under  Kent 
with  the  counts  made  from  the  south  side  of  the  River  (see  sketch  map 
on  page  10). 

Twenty  years  ago  it  was  suggested  that  there  must  at  times  be  10,000  ducks 
in  the  Area.  In  January,  1971,  after  some  interpolation  for  Tufted  Duck, 
there  were  just  under  16,000  ducks  on  the  census  waters  alone.  With  the 
inclusion  of  the  Lower  Thames  the  total  reaches  19,500  without  taking 
into  account  numerous  gravel  pits  and  lakes  on  a  selection  of  which  another 
1,800  ducks  were  counted.  In  the  Area  as  a  whole  there  must  have  been  in 
the  region  of  25,000  ducks.  New  records  were  made  in  the  winter  concerned 
for  Teal,  Shoveler,  Tufted  Duck,  Pochard  and  Goldeneye,  but  the  figures 
remain  very  low  for  Mallard  and  the  sawbills. 

Mandarin 

H  Hamper  Mill,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (nrj).  Maple  Cross,  a  drake  on  June  21st 
(dkc). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Jan.  22nd,  and  a  drake  on  Feb.  5th  and  Mar.  30th  (wri). 
Potter’s  Bar,  a  drake  on  May  2nd  (rfs). 

K  Kelsey  Park,  a  drake  on  Nov.  27th  (brd). 

S  Breeding  proved  at  Cobham  (duck  and  three  young  on  R.  Mole),  Esher 
(duck  with  well-grown  duckling),  Gatton  Park  (nest  with  eggs),  Painshill 


72 m'les 


y 


Sketch  map  of  the  River  Thames  between  Woolwich  Ferry  and  the  boundary  of  the  LNHS  Area.  Unprecedented  numbers  of  duck  and 
waders  have  been  recorded  in  this  section  in  recent  winters,  and  the  localities  shown  are  those  referred  to  in  the  Systematic  List. 
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Park  (pair  and  eight  young),  Stoke  d’Abernon  (nest  with  nine  eggs  and  later 
three  family  parties  seen)  and  Thorpe  (duck  and  three  young  on  R.  Bourne). 
The  largest  party  reported  was  30  on  Jan.  3rd  at  Bookham  Common,  where 
there  were  later  at  least  two  pairs  in  a  40  acre  sample  of  oakwood.  Other 
reports  came  from  Ashtead,  where  up  to  six  were  seen  from  March  to  May, 
Fetcham,  Headley,  Kingston,  Littleworth  Common  and  Weybridge. 


45  Mallard 

In  the  winter  of  1970-71  the  December  wildfowl  count  was  incomplete,  but 
comparisons  have  always  been  made  when  three  counts  were  available  between 
Nov.  1st  and  Feb.  15th  with  an  interpolation  of  not  over  10%.  The  three 
counts  this  time  show  the  lowest  average  yet  recorded,  2,909  compared  with  an 
average  for  the  previous  two  years  of  3,605.  The  January  figure  was  a  little 
down,  but  Oct.,  Nov.  and  Feb.  were  all  low.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  totals  from  1966-67  to  1969-70  were  themselves  very  low  compared  with 
earlier  years. 

E  R.  Thames,  (see  Kent). 

H  The  highest  counts  were  at  Rye  Meads,  598  on  Oct.  18th  plus  34  on  an 
adjoining  gravel  pit,  and  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  c.  400  on  Jan.  4th.  Neither 
locality  is  included  in  the  above  summary. 

M  Counts  of  400  or  over  were  made  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  c.  450  on  Jan. 
25th,  King  George  VI  Res.,  400  on  Jan.  8th,  423  on  the  24th  and  471  on 
Feb.  15th,  and  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  465  on  Sept.  14th. 

K  On  the  Thames  large  concentrations  were  reported  only  from  the  Barking 
(Essex)/Woolwich/Crossness  section,  with  maxima  of  700  in  Jan.,  600  in 
Feb.  and  March;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  300  in  Sept.,  900  in  Oct.,  600  in 
Nov.  and  400  in  December.  Elsewhere  on  the  Thames  no  flocks  of  more 
than  30  were  reported.  Sevenoaks,  75  pairs  with  64  known  nests  produced 
176  fledged  young  from  43  successful  nests;  maximum  370  in  November. 

S  Counts  of  400  or  over  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  476  on  Jan.  18th,  and  on 
R.  Thames  between  Putney  and  Barnes,  708  on  Feb.  15th,  413  on  Oct.  18th 
and  416  on  Nov.  15th.  Kew  Gardens,  60+  young  found  dead  in  late  summer, 
believed  to  have  been  infected  by  snails.  Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock, 
max.  120  between  Aug.  and  Dec. 

46  Teal 

The  increased  numbers  during  the  previous  two  winters  were  repeated  in 
1970-71.  The  average  for  the  Nov.,  Jan.  and  Feb.  counts  was  1,134  compared 
with  1,180  and  1,157  for  1968-69  and  1969-70  respectively  when  a  Dec.  count 
also  was  available.  Inclusion  of  Dec.  this  time  would  probably  have  resulted  in 
a  small  increase.  The  Jan.  count  of  1,810  was  the  highest  yet  recorded  in  any 
month. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  700  on  Jan.  24th  and  1,000  on  the  29th.  Four  drakes  on 
June  21st  and  a  pair  on  the  27th  suggest  the  possibility  of  breeding.  Wal¬ 
tham  Abbey,  a  pair  on  Apr.  19th.  River  Thames,  see  Kent. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  pair  on  June  19th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  May  9th 
and  June  14th.  Maple  Cross,  a  pair  on  May  10th.  Winter  flocks  of  up  to 
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c.  75  at  Maple  Cross,  76  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  45  at  Rye  Meads  and  c.  90 
at  Stocker’s  Lake.  At  Maple  Cross  there  were  also  c.  60  on  Aug.  31st  and 
Sept.  23rd. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  598  on  Jan.  3rd  increasing  to  955  on  the  24th,  708  on 
the  31st  and  still  690  on  Feb.  15th.  There  was  a  small  autumn  concentration 
as  at  Maple  Cross  (Herts.)  with  35  at  Poyle  G.P.  and  65  at  King  George  VI 
Res.  on  Aug.  31st.  At  the  last  locality  numbers  had  reached  400  by  Nov. 
15th.  Staines,  a  pair  on  May  2nd. 

K  River  Thames:  Barking  (Essex)/Woolwich/Crossness  section,  up  to  800  in 
January  and  February,  500  in  early  March  and  200  on  28th;  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  up  to  170  in  September  and  up  to  380  in  October  and  November. 
In  December,  apart  from  a  peak  of  1,500  on  26th  during  cold  weather  (a 
record  count  for  this  part  of  the  Thames),  up  to  400  were  reported.  On  other 
parts  of  the  Thames  numbers  were  generally  low  by  comparison  except 
during  the  period  of  cold  weather  mentioned  above,  w'hen  there  were  250 
off  Rainham  on  Dec.  28th,  and  100  flying  west  at  Sw;anscombe  on  27th. 
Large  numbers  were  recorded  on  Rainham  Marsh  during  January  (see 
Essex).  Away  from  the  Thames  highest  counts  were  up  to  31  at  Sevenoaks 
and  14  at  Ruxley  during  the  winter  months.  Two  w'ere  present  at  Sevenoaks 
on  June  7th. 

S  Barn  Elms,  max.  270  on  Feb.  15th  and  c.  150  on  Dec.  19th;  a  drake  on 
June  20th  and  28th.  Ham  Moor  S.F.,  a  pair  Jan.  to  June.  Island  Barn  Res., 
max.  400  on  Jan.  18th  and  165  on  Dec.  19th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
max.  118  on  Mar.  15th  and  108  on  Oct.  18fh.  Thorpe,  two  drakes  and  a 
duck  on  Apr.  19th  and  a  drake  on  May  14th. 


47  Garganey 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  24th  and  a  drake  on  the  28th  (kn,  cjs,  brw). 
Navestock  Park,  three  on  Mar.  22nd  and  tw'O  on  Apr.  11th  (brw). 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  drake  on  May  10th  (dkc). 

Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  May  4th  (lab).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  5th  (dkc). 

K  Sevenoaks,  seven  pairs  on  Mar.  25th,  an  unusually  large  number  in  spring 

(JGH,  JMH). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  May  7th  (RCHe).  Esher,  a  drake  on  R.  Mole  on 
Mar.  3rd  (ghg).  All  records  for  March — May  have  been  given.  Up  to  four 
seen  in  six  localities  between  July  15th  and  Sept.  15th. 


49  Gadwall 

Unusually  large  numbers  were  present  in  mid-winter,  reaching  a  total  of  101  in 
January. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  29th.  Harlow,  a  pair  on  Jan.  23rd.  Rainham 
Marsh,  seven  immatures  on  Apr.  23rd,  three  on  Oct.  29th  and  two  on 
Dec.  28th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  a  pair  resident  since  1969  but  only  the  drake  on  Apr. 
19th,  suggesting  possible  breeding.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  max.  five  on  Jan.  30th 
and  six  on  Nov.  15th,  a  pair  being  seen  on  Apr.  5th  and  June  20th. 
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M  Brent  Res.,  max.  12  on  Aug.  26th;  seven  on  Dec.  28th.  From  one  to  three 
in  January — March  at  Kempton,  King  George  V,  Queen  Mary  and  Staines 
resrs. 

B  Colnbrook,  max.  seven  in  early  months  and  four  in  later  months  of  the 
year. 

K  Chevening,  nine  on  Mar.  18th  and  one  on  Apr.  19th.  Ruxley,  present  every 
month  with  max.  of  16  in  February  and  19  in  October;  five  in  May  and  six 
in  June  but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Orpington  Pond,  four  on  Mar.  21st. 
Sevenoaks,  four  pairs  bred,  max.  nine  in  January  and  13  in  October. 
Sundridge,  max.  seven,  and  a  pair  in  June.  Woolwich,  up  to  three  in 
January  and  September  to  November.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
Gadwall  have  been  introduced  into  Kent  by  W.A.G.B.I. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  in  early  part  of  year  52  on  Jan.  18th,  two  pairs  on 
May  7th,  28  on  Sept.  13th,  72  on  Oct.  23rd,  78  on  Nov.  3rd  and  91  on  Dec. 
19th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  drake  on  Sept.  13th.  Richmond  Park,  one 
on  three  dates.  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  one  on  Aug.  9th  and  four  on  Dec.  19th. 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  four  dates  and  four  on  Apr.  19th. 


50  Wigeon 

There  was  a  further  drop  in  the  average  from  120  to  93,  but  this  was  partly  due 
to  the  lack  of  a  full  count  in  December.  The  January  and  February  counts 
showed  little  change. 

Counts  of  over  100  are  given  or  maxima  for  localities.  Elsewhere  small 
numbers  at  over  20  sites. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  1 50  in  early  part  of  year.  River  Thames,  see  Kent. 
M  King  George  VI  Res.,  max.  of  117  on  Feb.  15th.  Staines  Moor,  130  on  Jan. 
8th.  Staines  Res.,  max.  150+  on  Feb.  21st  and  105  on  Dec.  22nd;  a  pair  on 
May  2nd  and  one  on  the  13th. 

K  River  Thames:  Woolwich/Crossness,  maxima  26  in  January,  four  in 
February  and  November,  rvw  considered  Erith  the  only  ‘regular’  site  for 
this  species  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  80  on  Jan.  24th  and  100  on 
Feb.  15th.  Dartford,  up  to  17  in  January.  During  cold  weather  in  December 
there  were  200  off  Rainham  (Essex)  on  28th,  and  at  Swanscombe  40  (flying 
west)  on  25th,  80  on  26th,  and  160  on  27th. 

S  The  only  count  over  50  was  58  at  Walton  Res.  on  Jan.  11th. 


51  Pintail 

High  numbers  are  still  being  seen  on  the  Thames  below  London. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  15  on  Jan.  1st  and  9th  and  70  on  Feb.  13th. 

M  Inner  London :  St.  James’s  Park,  a  pair  flying  low  over  the  lake  on  Apr.  20th. 
K  River  Thames:  seen  regularly  on  only  the  Woolwich/Crossness  section 
where  maxima  were  350  in  January,  200  in  February,  54  in  March 
(decreasing  to  five  on  28th);  at  the  end  of  the  year,  six  on  Sept.  25th,  five  in 
October,  50  in  November,  and  70  in  December.  Elsewhere  on  the  Thames 
recorded  at  Dartford,  Littlebrook  and  Swanscombe  in  numbers  less  than 
ten,  apart  from  26  at  the  last  site  flying  west  in  cold  weather  on  Dec.  26th. 
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53  Shoveler 

Unfortunately  both  the  December  and  January  counts  were  incomplete  for 
this  species,  but  those  for  October,  November,  February  and  March  were  all 
the  highest  for  the  respective  months  since  the  post-war  monthly  series  started 
in  1947-48.  The  November  and  March  figures  were  more  than  double  the 
previous  totals  for  those  months,  reaching  409  and  288.  The  trend  towards 
higher  numbers  started  in  the  winter  of  1965-66  (records  for  1964-65  are 
incomplete)  and  is  accelerating. 

The  larger  flocks,  breeding  season  records  and  the  more  interesting  notes 
follow :- 

E  Aveley  G.P.,  one  on  May  11th.  Girling  Res.,  98  on  Jan.  18th  but  only  29 
on  Feb.  15th.  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  June  4th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  a  drake  on  June  22nd.  Rye  Meads,  one  pair  nested  but 
eggs  were  predated. 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  June  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  in  early  part  of 
year  208  on  Jan.  18th,  falling  to  165  on  the  25th,  c.  70  in  Feb.  and  c.  170 
on  Mar.  1st.  In  autumn,  50+  on  Sept.  27th,  up  to  30  in  Oct.  and  130  on 
Nov.  1st.  There  was  obviously  local  movement  as  on  Nov.  15th  there  were 
two  separate  counts  of  185  and  272.  By  Dec.  31st  numbers  had  risen  to 
350.  A  drake  on  May  2nd.  Poyle  G.Ps.,  43  on  Sept.  12th.  Inner  London:  up 
to  three  in  Hyde  Park  and  six  in  Regent’^  Park  in  Feb. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  50+  on  Aug.  11th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  four  drakes  and  a  duck  on  June  19th  and  a  drake  on  the  28th., 
July  8th  and  16th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  max.  of  46  on  Mar.  15th  and  17  on  Sept.  13th.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  65  on  Jan.  25th,  125  on  Feb.  15th  and  182  on  Oct.  18th. 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

All  of  the  following  records  probably  refer  to  birds  from  feral  stock. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  drake  from  July  6th  to  end  of  year  (dkc).  Aquadrome, 
Rickmans  worth,  a  duck  on  Aug.  22nd  (jgm)  and  a  drake  on  Dec.  29th  (igj). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  two  drakes  on  Jan.  4th  remained  in  the  area  for  some 
time  afterwards  (igj).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  at  least  six  different  birds 
during  Jan.  (gcg,  jhb),  and  a  pair  in  Feb.  (rab).  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  up  to  four  on  the  Round  Pond  in  Aug.  and  Sept.,  and  a  pair  on 
the  Serpentine  during  Dec.  (dabc1,rfs,jpw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  up  to  four  throughout  the  year  (mo).  Lonsdale  Rd.  Res., 
a  drake,  and  River  Thames,  Barnes/Putney,  a  duck,  both  on  Feb.  15th 
(jgf). 

55  Scaup 

These  notes  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  qualification  given  in 
L.B.R.:  34:18. 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  from  Apr.  5th  to  May  24th  (jce,jf).  Rainham,  seen 
on  five  dates  in  Jan.  with  max.  of  18  on  the  11th  (kn),  not  more  than  seven 
after  the  24th  and  last  one  seen  on  Mar.  14th  (mo). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  duck  on  Jan.  11th  (dkc). 

M  Charlton  G.Ps.,  one  from  Nov.  22nd  to  Dec.  20th  (frc). 
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K  Dartford,  three  drakes  and  11  ducks  on  Jan.  19th  (pjg)  probably  the  same 
flock  as  seen  at  Rainham  (Essex).  Woolwich,  five  during  Feb.  (rvw)  and 
two  ducks  on  Nov.  21st  (kwm).  Sevenoaks,  an  immature  drake  from 
Dec.  8th  to  10th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  11th  to  Apr.  21st  (mo).  Aythya  hybrids 
with  features  of  this  species  were  seen  at  Barn  Elms  and  once  at  St.  Anne’s 
G.P.,  Thorpe.  Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock,  a  duck  on  Oct.  26th  and  an 
adult  drake  on  Dec.  29th  (pjg). 


56  Tufted  Duck 

Very  high  numbers,  but  fog  in  December  and  omission  of  Queen  Mary  Res.  in 
January  made  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  winter  average  without  using  an 
interpolation  of  over  10%  in  January  which  has  always  been  regarded  as 
excessive.  However,  on  numbers  actually  counted  and  therefore  probably  at 
least  1,000  understated  for  January  the  average  for  November,  January  and 
February  was  4,319  compared  with  3,923  for  the  same  months  in  1969-70  and 
only  slightly  exceeded  once — in  1962-63  when  the  average  for  November- 
February  inclusive  was  4,389.  If  a  figure  is  inserted  for  Queen  Mary  Res.  in 
January  representing  the  median  of  a  count  the  week  before  and  a  figure 
obtained  by  interpolation  it  would  bring  the  winter  average  up  to  4,724,  the 
amended  January  figure  having  a  19  %  adjustment. 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (number  in  brackets)  and  counts  of 
over  500  except  for  R.  Thames,  are  given  below 

E  Chigwell  Res.  (1),  Fairlop  G.P.  (2),  Hornchurch  Airfield  G.P.  (1), 
Navestock  (1),  S.  Ockendon  G.Ps.  (4),  Walthamstow  (6  broods).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  711  on  Jan.  18th.  River  Thames,  see  Kent. 

H  Maple  Cross  (6:37  young  on  July  12th),  Rye  Meads  (25  broods). 

Springwell  G.P.  (3  broods).  Stocker’s  Lake  (11  broods,  30  young).  Stocker’s 
W.  G.P.  (1  brood).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  581  on  Oct.  18th,  639  on  Nov.  15th  and 
848  on  Dec.  20th — not  included  in  summary. 

M  Edmonton  (2  in  Pymms  Park),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (1),  Poyle  G.P.  (1), 
Tottenham  (2  Lordship  Recreation  Ground).  Broods  seen  in  each  case. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  507  on  Sept.  13th,  562  on  Nov.  15th,  610  on  Dec.  5th 
and  765  on  the  20th.  Staines  Res.,  1,100  on  Jan.  5th  but  only  42  on  the  18th 
and  200  on  the  24th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  500+ on  Jan.  18th,  c.  865  on 
the  22nd,  2,100  on  the  25th  and  c.  1,580  on  Feb.  15th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  &  Kensington  Gardens,  664  on  Jan.  1st  and  c.  550  on  Feb.  19th, 
though  only  250  on  18th  and  20th;  four  pairs  bred,  six  young  reaching 
fledging  state.  St.  James’s  Park,  37  breeding  pairs  (Royal  Parks  Report). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  680  on  Oct.  17th. 

K  Ruxley  (1),  Sevenoaks  (8:  6  broods).  River  Thames:  Barking  (Essex)/ 
Woolwich/Crossness  section,  maxima  were  800  in  Jan.,  300  in  Feb.;  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  c.  80  on  Nov.  21st.  Elsewhere  on  the  River  numbers  exceed¬ 
ed  50  only  at  Rainham  (Essex)  on  Jan.  11th  when  there  were  104. 

S  Cobham  (1  Painshill  Park),  Gatton  Park  (1),  Island  Barn  Res.,  (1).  Kew 
Gardens  (c.  20  adults  found  dead  and  some  broods  lost),  Hampton  Court 
(duck  with  six  young  on  Thames  near  bridge),  Surbiton  (duck  with  young, 
Portsmouth  Rd.),  Thorpe  (1  St.  Anne’s  G.P.  and  2  Green  Lane  G.P.). 
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Barn  Elms  Res.,  1,000+  on  Jan.  14th,  1,050  on  the  18th,  1,270  on  Feb. 
15th,  600  on  Nov.  21st,  1,050  on  Dec.  19th  and  1,500+  on  the  28th. 
Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock,  maximum  190  on  Dec.  29th. 

57  Pochard 

There  was  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  winter  of  1970-71,  the  average  of  the 
November,  January  and  February  counts  being  2,154,  nearly  double  the  total 
for  1969-70  and  comparing  with  the  previous  highest  average  of  1,772  in 
1962-63  when  a  December  count  also  was  included.  Various  counts  between 
Dec.  5th  and  20th  suggest  that  inclusion  of  a  December  count  this  winter  if 
one  had  been  available  would  not  have  lowered  the  average,  as  there  were 
1,360  at  Barn  Elms  alone  six  days  after  the  official  count  date.  Out  of  the 
total  of  4,193  for  January  1971  (including  an  interpolation  of  3.7%)  no 
fewer  than  3,000  were  at  Barn  Elms. 

Breeding  records  and  flocks  of  250  and  over  are  given,  except  for  Barn 
Elms,  where  the  peaks  only  are  shown,  and  the  Thames. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  five  broods.  River  Thames,  see  Kent. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  250—  on  Fe^b.  7th,  up  to  seven  Apr.  -  June  but  22  on 
June  27th.  Hamper  Mill,  346  on  Dec.  27th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  max.  371 
on  Jan.  17th.  Stockers  Lake,  a  pair  in  May. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  290  on  Jan.  10th.  Staines  Res.,  600+  on  Jan.  5th, 
c.  350  on  Oct.  12th,  463  on  Nov.  15th  and  c.  350  on  Dec.  13th.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  650  on  Jan.  25th. 

K  River  Thames:  Woolwich/Crossness,  maximum  counts  were  2,500  in  Jan., 
1,200  in  Feb.  and  400  in  March;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  27  in  Sept.,  500  in 
Oct.,  2,000  in  Nov.  and  1,000  in  December.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
River  the  only  count  received  was  400  at  Barking  (Essex)  on  Nov.  4th. 
Elsewhere  on  the  Thames  counts  did  not  exceed  ten.  Away  from  the  River, 
maxima  were  65  at  Ruxley,  59  at  Sevenoaks  and  37  at  Sundridge. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  850  on  Jan.  18th,  580  on  Feb.  15th,  600  on  Nov.  21st  and 
1,360  on  Dec.  19th  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  five  drakes  and  a  duck  on  June  8th. 
Thorpe,  pair  in  June  at  Green  Lane  G.P.  Waddon  Ponds,  two  drakes  and  a 
duck  from  May  14th  to  21st.  Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock,  max.  480  in 
December. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

M/H  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  2nd  (mah),  and  Oct.  24th  (bsms,fr). 

* 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  the  bird  first  seen  in  June  1966  was  last  seen  on  May  23rd 
and  may  account  for  the  record  at  Fisher's  Green. 

K  Swanscombe,  a  drake  on  Mar.  21st  (rvw). 

60  Goldeneye 

Once  again  the  highest  count  in  the  winter  of  1970-71  was  the  largest  yet 
recorded,  with  a  total  of  132  on  Mar.  14th.  There  were  also  105  on  Feb.  14th. 

E  Girling  Res.,  27  on  Jan.  18th  and  17  on  the  same  date  on  King  George  V 
Res.  On  Feb.  15th  the  total  for  the  Lea  valley  resrs.  was  46. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  13  on  Dec.  25th. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  15  on  Feb.  13th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  max.  14  on 
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Jan.  8th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  27  on  Jan.  17th,  39  on  Mar.  15th,  30  on  Dec. 
5th  and  44  on  the  31st.  Staines  Res.  max.  23  on  Jan.  7th,  20+  on  Apr.  15th 
and  12  on  Nov.  6th  and  Dec.  25th. 

K  Dartford,  two  on  Jan.  4th  and  four  on  Feb.  8th.  Woolwich,  five  in  January, 
two  in  February.  Sevenoaks,  one  or  two  on  a  number  of  occasions  Sept. 
26 — Nov.  29  but  six  on  Oct.  21st. 

S  Walton  Res.,  up  to  29  in  Jan.,  20  in  Feb.,  39  on  Mar.  8th,  44  on  the  15th, 
54  on  the  22nd  and  19  on  Apr.  12th.  The  count  of  54  is  exceptionally  high 
for  one  locality  in  the  London  Area. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  22nd  stayed  until  Dec.  31st  (jf,rah). 

M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  resrs.,  a  duck  from  the  end  of  1969  was  joined 
by  a  drake  on  Jan.  18th,  both  remaining  until  Apr.  12th.  Although  a  second 
bird  had  been  there  at  the  end  of  1969  only  one  was  seen  until  Jan.  18th. 

S  Molesey  Res.,  a  drake  present  at  the  end  of  1 969  stayed  until  May  1 2th  (mo). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  nine  on  Oct.  18th  (pjo),  five  on  the  20th  and  Nov.  1st, 
four  on  the  2nd  and  three  on  the  7th  and  one  on  the  22nd  (mo). 

K  Dartford,  a  drake  on  Long  Reach  on  Jan.  31st  (sjg). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  drake  on  July  25th  (jf). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  a  duck  on  Apr.  8th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  duck  on  Oct.  31st 
(dkc). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  dead  on  Feb.  7th  (gjh).  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  from 
Apr.  28th  to  May  5th  (mo),  four  on  June  13th  (jah,cww)  and  two  from 
June  28th  to  July  2nd  (frc,gde,ap). 

K  Kelsey  Park,  a  duck  on  Apr.  18th  (jb,brd).  Sundridge,  a  duck  on  July  16th 
(drh).  Woolwich,  two  on  Nov.  28th  (rvw).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Nov.  21st 
(rvw). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  23rd  (bsms,fr). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  6th  and  7th  (prhii,nm,jhw).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  5th  (gde)  and  from  Feb.  19th  to  Apr.  9th  (mo). 

B  Colnbrook,  two  on  Mar.  31st  (ap). 

K  Woolwich,  two  on  Nov.  28th  (rvw). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  a  duck  from  Jan.  4th  to  11th  (mc  et  al). 

70  Goosander 

The  official  counts  not  only  missed  the  peak  dates,  but  also  appear  to  have 
underestimated  the  numbers  present  on  the  count  dates  in  early  1971.  Compar¬ 
ed  with  a  peak  count  of  49,  there  were  in  fact  84  at  Molesey  and  Staines 
resrs.  alone  on  Jan.  25th,  1971.  Even  so  the  numbers  remain  very  low. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  five  on  Feb.  22nd.  Lea  valley  resrs.,  up  to  12  from  end  of 
January  to  mid-February  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  9th. 
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H  Stocker’s  Lake,  11  brown-headed  birds  flew  over  on  Jan.  11th.  Troy  Mill, 
nine  brown-heads  on  Mar.  31st. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  18  on  Apr.  18th  were  the  last  reported.  King  George 
VI  Res.,  max.  45  on  Jan.  8th.  Staines  Res.,  max.  40  on  Jan.  2nd,  62  on  the 
5th,  56  on  the  25th,  then  falling  to  24  on  Mar.  26th. 

B  Colnbrook.  21  on  Feb.  7th.  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  14  on  Jan.  1st  and  11  on 
Dec.  26th. 

K  Recorded  at  Kelsey  Park,  Lullingstone,  Sevenoaks,  Sundridge  and  Woolwich 
with  a  maximum  of  eight  at  Sevenoaks  in  January. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  max.  37  on  Mar.  1 5th.  Molesey  Res.,  max.  47  on  Jan.  25th. 
Richmond  Park,  over  20  on  five  dates  in  early  morning  in  February  and 
March  with  a  peak  of  31  on  Mar.  1st. 


71  Smew 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  in  January  and  December  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  (rtvirg). 

M  Alexandra  Park  Res.,  four  on  Dec.  19th  (ahg).  Brent  Res.,  max.  21  on  Jan. 
24th  and  eight  on  Dec.  31st  (jhw).  Kempton  Park,  eight  on  Feb.  15th  (dgh). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  10  on  Jan.  18th  (jab).  Staines  Res.,  max.  27  on  Jan.  11th 
(TJLe).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  five  on  Jan.  10th,  nine  on  Feb.  15th  and  five 
on  Dec.  26th  (rhb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  seven  on  Jan.  1st  and  four  on  the  18th  and  three  on 
Dec.  12th  (ap,arjp). 

K  Dartford,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (rvw). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  max.  nine  on  Jan.  9th  (co). 


73  Shelduck 

All  records  of  one  or  two  birds  are  omitted  in  view  of  the  presence  of 
full-winged  feral  birds  in  the  Area.  Away  from  the  Thames  below  London 
the  only  other  records  in  January  were  of  up  to  10  at  Sevenoaks  and  five  at 
Staines  on  Jan.  2nd.  For  the  rest  of  the  year  up  to  December  there  were  only 
two  records  of  more  than  two  birds,  namely  six  at  Staines  on  May  11th  and 
three  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  15th.  In  December  there  were  11  at  Brent 
Res.  on  the  24th  and  four  on  the  25th  and  28th. 

Maximum  counts  for  each  month  at  the  main  sites  on  the  River  Thames 
are  tabulated  below : 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  — 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking  (Essex)/  ( 

Woolwich/Crossness ) 

1,600 

800 

400 

—  — 

— 

140 

100 

Dartford/Erith 

1,000  + 

1,000  + 

600 

15  — 

75 

200 

500+ 

Swanscombe 

1,200 

1,500 

1,000 

100  — 

— 

200 

— 

In  addition  there  were  900  at  Rainham  (Essex)  on  Dec.  28th.  From  counts 
he  made  at  Woolwich,  Erith  and  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  24th,  rvw  estimated 
at  least  3,000  on  the  LNHS  section  of  the  River  Thames. 

Rainham,  two  pairs  bred  successfully,  and  there  were  20  birds  always 
present  in  May  and  June. 
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Goose  sp. 

There  always  seems  to  be  considerable  movement  over  the  turn  of  the  year 
and  1969-70  was  no  exception.  Over  Hampstead  Heath  25  grey  geese  flew  E 
on  Jan.  1st  and  on  the  5th  there  were  two  reports — 35  flying  W  at  Ewell  and 
52  W  over  Staines.  The  last  party  was  thought  to  be  Pink-footed  Geese.  On 
the  13th  a  party  of  26  grey  geese  was  flying  NE  at  Stoke  Newington.  At 
Dartford  small  skeins  of  grey  geese  were  noted  during  January  flying  SE, 
max.  30  on  1 1th.  On  the  return  migration  about  30  geese  flew  E  then  S  over 
Crystal  Palace  on  Mar.  5th.  The  next  were  35  at  Ruxley  on  the  15th,  after 
which  there  were  three  reports  in  the  next  few  days  of  twos  and  threes.  In 
December  three  were  seen  at  Foots  Cray  on  the  26th  and  nine  flew  SW  over 
Park  Langley  on  the  27th. 

75  Grey  Lag  Goose 

E/H  Roydon  and  Rye  Meads,  two,  presumably  the  same,  on  Mar.  1 6th  (mah  et  al ) 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (ed,pjd). 

K  Following  introductions  this  species  is  now  liable  to  appear  anywhere  in 
Kent.  Family  parties  were  seen  in  July  at  Chevening,  Sevenoaks  and 
Sundridge.  In  the  autumn  the  flock  at  Sevenoaks  reached  a  peak  of  69. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  13th  presumed  feral  stock  (gh). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

H  Hamper  Mill,  35  flying  SE  on  Jan.  25th  (dkc). 

M  Highgate  Ponds,  24  flew  over  in  “V”  formation  on  Dec.  6th  (kes). 

3rd,  one  on  the  29th,  one  from  Mar.  18th  to  25th  and  throughout  April,  and 
c.  40  going  SW  on  Dec.  26th  (jgh,jmh).  Swanscombe,  1 5  flying  W  and  two  E 
on  Dec.  26th  (rvw). 

78A  Bean  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  all  December  (jgh,  jmh). 

78B  Pink-footed  Goose 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  presumed  feral  on  Aug.  29th  (rmrg). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (igj).  Staines  Moor,  two  flying  E  on  Feb. 
28th  (jeh). 

B  Colnbrook,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (ap). 

80  Brent  Goose 

M  Potters  Bar,  three  flew  NW  on  Oct.  22nd  (jpw). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Nov.  8th  and  15  flying  W  on  Dec.  27th  (rvw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  flew  SE  on  Feb.  22nd  (skr). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  present  throughout  the  year  was  joined  on  July  7th  by 
two  others  which  moulted  there  and  stayed  until  Sept.  19th.  In  1969  two 
had  arrived  on  June  28th,  moulted  and  left  on  Sept.  18th.  The  origin  of 
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these  birds  and  the  similarity  of  dates  provide  an  interesting  subject  for 
speculation. 

82  Canada  Goose 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  60  on  Sept.  14th,  95  on  Oct.  19th,  85  on  Nov.  16th 
and  90  on  Dec.  14th.  Wanstead  Park,  one  pair  reared  three  young. 

H  Max.  24  on  Sept.  13th  at  both  Hilfield  Park  Res.  and  Stocker's  Lake. 

M  Bred  at  Gunnersbury  (one  pair),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (one  pair),  Poyle 
G.P.  (one  pair),  Pymms  Park,  Edmonton  (two  pairs),  21  young  in  all  being 
reared.  Attempted  breeding  at  Shepperton.  Largest  flocks  were  29  flying  SE 
at  Staines  Res.  on  Nov.  8th  and  24  at  Harefield  Moor  on  Dec.  28th.  Inner 
London :  four  pairs  bred  in  Regent's  Park  and  four  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  rearing  24  young  in  all ;  up  to  c.  100  in  autumn. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  61  on  Dec.  19th. „ 

K  Max:  Darenth,  24  in  March,  Sevenoaks,  250  in  September,  Sundridge,  105 
in  December,  Sutton-at-Hone,  22  on  Feb.  8th. 

S  Bred  Gatton  Park  (four  pairs,  14  young  seen),  Ham  Moor  S.F.  (one  pair, 
five  young  on  May  10th),  Painshill  Park,  Cobham  (3-4  pairs  bred),  Richmond 
Park  (one  pair  unsuccessfully),  Thorpe,  one  pair  fledged  four  young  at 
St.  Anne’s  G.P.  Max:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  23  flying  E  on  Nov.  8th.  Gatton 
Park,  56  on  Nov.  15th  and  Dec.  13tn  .Holmethorpe  S.P.,  c.  30  on  Aug.  5th. 
Thorpe  G.Ps.,  19  on  Aug.  2nd. 


84  Mute  Swan 

Very  little  change  on  the  waters  included  in  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts- 

E  Bow  Creek,  c.  300  on  Nov.  22nd.  South  Ockendon  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred. 
West  Thurrock  quarry,  one  pair  bred.  Fisher's  Green  G.P.,  one  pair  bred. 

H  Pairs  or  definite  breeding  reported  from  Aldenham  Res.,  Broxbourne  G.Ps., 
Cassiobury  Park,  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  Frogmore,  St.  Albans  (Verulamium), 
Stocker’s  Lake  (six  pairs  and  21  cygnets  in  June),  Watford  (three  pairs 
along  R.  Gade  between  Watford  and  King's  Langley),  West  Hyde.  The 
largest  concentration  was  54  at  Rickmansworth  pits  on  Dec.  13th. 

M  Breeding  reported  from  Brent  Res.,  Edgware,  Harefield  Moor  (one  pair 
each)  and  Shepperton  (at  least  seven  pairs).  Inner  London:  single  pairs 
nested  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park.  Eight  adults 
and  six  cygnets  was  the  largest  gathering  at  the  former  site  since  the  1950's. 

K  Breeding  reported  from  Danson  Park,  Foots  Cray  meadows  and  Ruxley 
G.P.  only.  Crossness,  70  on  June  28th,  c.  80  on  Aug.  23rd  and  44  on  the 
30th.  Greenwich  marshes,  62  on  Thames  Feb.  15th. 

S  Bred  at  Ashtead  Pond,  Barn  Elms,  Epsom  Common,  Fetcham,  Gatton 
Park,  Leatherhead  on  R.  Mole,  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  Waddon 
Ponds.  Absent  in  breeding  season  from  Richmond  Park  for  first  time  since 
the  last  war. 


85/86  Whooper /Bewick’s  Swans 

E  R.  Stort,  seven  flying  over  at  Great  Parndon  on  Feb.  10th  and  17  south  of 
Harlow  on  22nd,  both  parties  believed  to  have  been  Bewick’s. 
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M  Brent  Res.,  six  on  Dec.  27th  flying  W,  believed  to  have  been  Bewick’s. 
K  Swanscombe,  six  adults  flying  W  on  Dec.  27th  were  probably  Bewick’s 
(rvw). 

S  Hinchley  Wood,  four  flying  E  on  Jan.  1st  (AJm). 

85  Whooper  Swan 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  on  Dec.  25th  (dkc).  Moor  Park,  four  flying  W  on  Dec. 
27th  (dkc). 

K  Northfleet  G.P.,  an  adult  and  two  immatures  from  Jan.  2nd  to  8th;  a  third 
immature  seen  on  the  2nd  was  dead  on  the  5th  (rfs).  Otford,  an  im¬ 
mature  on  Feb.  23rd.  Sevenoaks,  two  immatures  on  Jan.  7th  (jgh,  jmh). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  on  Dec.  5th  (gcg,ehw).  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Mar. 
25th  to  29th  (dc,ts). 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  5th  (jah,dgs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  five  flying  NW  on  Jan.  6th  (ap). 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  adult  on  Jan.  14th,  three  adults  and  two  immatures  on  Jan. 

29th  and  an  adult  on  Dec.  27th  (jgh, jmh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  12  flew  SW  on  Dec.  27th  (rjg). 

91  Buzzard 

B  Denham,  one  on  Apr.  19th  circled  and  flew  off  west  (arjp). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

No  reports  of  breeding  were  received  this  year  and  no  records  at  all  w'ere 
received  from  Essex,  where  a  pair  nested  unsuccessfully  in  1969.  All  records 
are  given. 

H  Chorleywood,  2  soaring  on  Sept.  23rd.,  and  an  immature  male  watched 
preying  on  a  large  finch  flock  on  Oct.  29th.  (dkc). 

M  Hounslow,  one  watched  circling  with  Swifts  on  May  11th.  (lm).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  singles  on  June  28th  and  July  18th  (kjh).  Shepperton,  a  male 
seen  several  times  during  the  year  (jawj). 

K  Ruxley  one  flying  NW  on  Oct.  28th  (rvw).  Sevenoaks,  a  male  on  April  25th 

< 

and  a  female  on  May  9th  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Banstead,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (ksl).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (fm). 
Bookham  Common,  singles  on  Aug.  24th  (cHg)  and  Dec.  13th  (wdm). 
Caterham,  a  female  on  Dec.  6th  (msa).  Chessington,  a  female  on  Aug.  25th 
and  Sept.  14th  (msk).  Limpsfield  Chart,  a  male  on  June  6th  (DWn).  Selsdon, 
one  flying  with  a  small  bird  held  in  its  feet  on  May  31st  (igm).  Stoke 
D’Abernon,  a  female  on  Nov.  22nd  (agc).  Thorpe,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (ghg). 
Walton  Heath,  one  on  Aug.  1 5th  (ckd). 

100/102  Hen/Montagu’s  Harrier 

S  Banstead  Heath,  one  SE  on  Apr.  18th  (ckd). 

103  Osprey 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  on  May  25th  fishing  and  being  mobbed  by  breeding 
Herons  (cwm  per  hmk). 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  35  FOR  1970 


22 

104  Hobby 

No  breeding  was  reported  this  year,  although  the  number  of  records 
received  was  slightly  more  than  in  1969.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Harold  Wood,  one  on  June  16th  (rbw). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  June  10th  (mcp).  Stanmore  Common,  one  (possibly 
two)  on  Aug.  2nd  (ar).  Shepperton,  single  birds  seen  in  May  and  Sep¬ 
tember  (JAWJ). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  seen  on  several  dates  in  June  and  singles  on  July  23rd  and 
26th  and  Aug.  3rd  (jgh,jmh,jc).  Park  Langley,  Beckenham,  one  on  June 
7  th  (cc). 

S  Beddington,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (bwf).  Oxshott,  one  on  May  17th  (mc). 
Godstone  S.F.,  one  escaped  capture  in  a  mist  net  on  May  24th  (rd).  Bridle 
Road,  Epsom,  one  flew  over  observer’s  garden  on  May  27th  (rp).  Limpsfield 
Chart,  one  on  July  20th  (ajh).  Thorpe,  singles  on  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  19th 
(ghg).  Fetcham,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (rg).  Stoke  D’Abernon  one  on  Sept. 
17  th  (rg). 

107  Merlin 

M  Greenford,  one  flying  over  on  Dec.  26th  (ajs).  Staines  Res.,  one  W  on  Oct. 
21st  (cww). 

110  Kestrel 

The  number  of  definite  and  probable  breeding  pairs  reported  in  1970  fell  to 
71.  The  number  has  been  steadily  dropping  since  1967  when  111  pairs  were 
reported.  The  largest  numbers  reported  were  at  Beddington  S.F.,  where 
there  were  up  to  25  4-  in  October,  no  doubt  attracted  by  the  significant 
increase  in  mice  and  voles  at  the  farm  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  records  are  given. 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  or  two  in  October  and  November  (rmrg).  Chess  Valley, 
Chorleywood  four  on  Dec.  24th  (dkc). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  three  on  Jan.  4th  (pRHn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  on  May 
22nd  (kjh).  Manor  Farm,  Laleham,  two  on  Jan.  21st  (kjh).  Picketts  Lock 
Golf  Course,  Edmonton,  a  pair  with  at  least  four  young  on  Aug.  2nd  (mjt). 
Bridgefoot,  Potters  Bar,  a  pair  during  the  breeding  season  (rfs)  and 
breeding  was  also  reported  from  Shepperton  (jawj). 

K  Northfleet,  two  on  May  8th  (rfs).  Erith  Marshes,  tw^o  on  Sept.  4th  (kwm). 
Dartford  Marshes,  present  all  year  and  bred,  maximum  18  in  November 
and  December  (drg,sjg). 

S  Buckland,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rhbf).  At  least  two  pairs  held 
territory  during  May  on  the  Thorpe/Chertsey  border  (ghg).  Wey  Manor 
Farm,  seven  on  July  19th  (ghg).  Kelsey’s  Farm,  Great  Bookham,  seven  on 
Sept.  17th  (rg). 


116  Partridge 

Although  very  few  records  were  received  there  was  only  one  actual  report  of 
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a  decrease,  at  Richmond  Park;  in  1969  decreases  were  widely  reported.  At 
Osterley  Park  there  was  no  change  in  status  and  c.  25  pairs  bred  (opr), 
drg  reported  peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

18  12  13  5  13  2  2  17  20  25  60  25 


117  Quail 

K  New  Ash  Green,  one  on  May  17th  (jhb).  Darenth  Valley,  one  calling  on 
Jun.  14th  (pdg). 

S  Up  to  four  birds  heard  calling  from  a  cornfield  at  Thorpe  in  June,  one 
of  which  was  enticed  out  by  a  tape  recording  of  Quail  call  (ghg,gmr). 

120  Water  Rail 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  maximum  of  four  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  (mah)  and 
one  on  Dec.  6th  (drm).  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  four  regularly  until  Mar.  8th 
(jdm).  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  10  on  Jan.  31st  with  one  until  Mar.  15th  (rl).  Chess 
Valley,  three  on  Feb  16th  (dkc)  Hadley  Wood,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (jg). 
Hilfield  Park  Res  ,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (bls).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Dec. 
21st  and  three  on  Dec.  26th  (dkc).  Rickmansworth,  one  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat  on  July  19th  (dkc).  At  Rye  Meads  up  to  five  daily  until  Apr.  12th 
and  from  Oct.  12th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (rmrg). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  singles  at  Kenwood  Lake  and  Highgate  Ponds  until 
early  April,  but  none  at  the  end  of  the  year  (hhor).  Colnbrook,  two 
wintered  (ap).  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Feb.  11th  (ehw).  One  heard  calling  at 
Littleton  G.P.,  on  Apr.  27th  (frc)  and  one  at  Shepperton  in  May  and  June 
(jawj).  Pond  Wood,  Potters  Bar,  one  calling  at  dusk  on  Aug.  29th  (jpw). 
Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  increasing  to  three  on  Oct.  25th  and  thereafter 
one  or  two  present  until  the  end  of  the  year  (nm,jhw).  Singles  at  Old  Slade 
G.P.,  on  Dec.  25th  (md),  Thorney  Wier  on  Dec.  26th  (md)  and  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  Dec.  28th  (ap). 

K  One  or  two  in  the  winter  months  at  Erith,  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Sevenoaks, 
Sundridge  and  Swanscombe.  Higher  numbers  were  at  Ruxley  (up  to  eight) 
and  Dartford  (up  to  four). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  or  three  present  during  the  winter  months  (brs). 
Barn  Elms  Res.  one  on  Dec.  13th  (pjsn).  Fetcham  Mill  Pond,  one  on 
Apr.  10th  (rg).  Ham  Moor  S.P.,  singles  from  Aug.  16th  to  Nov.  21st 
(jgt).  Ham  Moor  Marsh,  singles  on  Sept.  3rd  and  25th,  four  on  Oct.  12th 
and  seven  on  Nov.  16th. 

121  Spotted  Crake 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (jgh,jmh). 

126  Moorhen 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given:  Eight  pairs  bred  at  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  where  the  maximum  count  was  29  in  mid-December. 
Lavender  Dock,  two  pairs  bred  and  numbers  rose  to  40  in  October. 
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127  Coot 

The  highest  numbers  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  were  from  Herts., 
where  on  Jan.  18th  there  were  516  at  Rye  Meads  and  450  at  Rickmansworth 
G.Ps.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  highest  counts  were:  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  900+  on  Oct.  10th  and  Walton  Res.,  744  on  Nov.  15th. 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  29th  (kn).  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  three  on 
May  13th  (rwb).  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  30th  (jce). 

H  Rye  Meads,  five  flew  over  on  Fetx  1st  and  one  on  Aug.  8th  (wfm,rmrg). 
M  Mill  Hill,  one  flew  over  at  dawn  on  Jan.  20th  (ehw).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on 
Feb.  19th  (cww),  Apr.  12th  (mc,apg)  and  Aug.  6th  (cww)  and  three  on 
Sept.  23rd  (gde). 

K  Woolwich,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (djp).  Sevenoaks,  two  on  July  7th  (jgh,jmh). 
Dartford  Marshes,  one  from  Jun.  2nd  to  Aug.  2nd  (drg)  and  four  on 
Aug.  9th  (khp).  Swanscombe,  singles  on  Aug.  15th  and  19th  and  14  flying  W 
on  25  th  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  on  Feb.  1st  (gjh). 

133  Lapwing 

Huge  numbers  were  involved  in  a  SE  cold  weather  movement  on  Mar.  4th. 
ag  noted  10,500  flying  over  in  half  an  hour  at  Kingston,  Surrey,  and  at 
Worcester  Park  res  noted  4,000  in  \\  hours  but  this  was  a  minimum 
estimate  as  observations  were  hampered  by  poor  visibility:  smaller  numbers 
were  widely  reported  from  elsewhere  on  this  date  and  up  to  the  21st.  Other 
winter  movements  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  January,  in  the  third  week 
of  February  and  a  total  of  c.  17,000  were  reported  flying  broadly  SW  in  the 
last  week  of  December.  The  usual  mid-summer  immigration  was  noted 
from  June  3rd. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

Small  numbers  from  January  to  March  on  the  Thames  and  adjacent 
marshes,  with  a  maximum  of  30  at  Dartford  on  Jan.  4th. 

Spring  migrants  at  scattered  inland  localities  from  late  March  to  mid-May 
with  a  maximum  of  eight  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Apr.  20tn. 

At  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  reared  three  young  to  flying  stage;  and  a 
pair  were  apparently  holding  territory  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  May  29th, 
but  not  subsequently.  Two  pairs  bred  at  Rainham  Marsh  where  a  flock 
of  25  was  present  in  early  June 

Autumn  migrants  were  widely  reported  from  inland  localities,  including 
one  in  Inner  London  at  Surrey  Docks,  but  largest  counts  were  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  (maximum  60  on  Aug.  22nd),  Rainham  Marsh  (maximum  250 
also  on  Aug.  22nd),  Swanscombe  (up  to  120  in  August)  and  Dartford  (up  to 
70  in  August). 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Of  a  possible  31-32  pairs  at  18  localities  at  least  22  pairs  bred  or  attempted 
to  do  so. 
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Migrants  were  reported  in  the  spring  and  autumn  from  other  localities, 
the  maximum  counts  were  35  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  and  50+  at  Rainham  in 
late  July. 

136  Kentish  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  on  Apr.  18th  (kn). 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (mf).  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  11th 
(jce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flying  S  on  Sept.  19th  (jab) 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  two  on  Jan.  4th  (khp).  Long  Reach,  Dartford,  one  on 
Mar.  26th  (sjg).  Swanscombe,  singles  on  Apr.  11th  and  Sept.  22nd  (rvw). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  flying  W  on  Nov.  29th  (dp). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Harlow,  30  SE  on  Jan.  5th  (mah,ts).  Great  Parndon,  three  on  Mar.  11th 
(mah)  and  15  on  Nov.  18th  (mah,ah). 

H  Rye  Meads,  12  on  Mar.  16th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  winter  flocks  recorded  until  Apr.  5th,  maximum  235  on  Jan. 
24th  (TjLe)  and  from  Nov.  8th  to  end  of  year,  max.  c.  125  in  late  December 
(ap).  Staines  Res.,  a  few  reports  of  birds  flying  over,  undoubtedly  from 
Staines  Moor,  max.  60  SW  on  Jan.  11th  (mjw),  and  one  frequented  the 
reservoir  banks  and  causeway  from  Dec.  27th  (mo).  London  Airport,  a 
flock  of  seven  on  Oct.  6th  increased  to  80+  on  Dec.  30th  (gde).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  N  on  Mar.  15th  (mc)  and  seven  S  on  Sept.  1st  (kjh).  Osterley 
Park,  one  on  Mar.  9th  (dgh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (jgh,jmh).  Dartford  Marshes,  two  on  Mar.  14th 
and  up  to  20  in  late  December  (drg,sjg).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept.  21st 
and  during  cold  weather  in  December,  a  SW  movement  of  70  on  26th  and 
30  on  27th  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  5th  (jd)  and  up  to  six  during  March. 
Fetcham,  two  E  on  Feb.  13th  (rg).  Worcester  Park,  12  SW  and  26  SE  with 
Lapwing  on  Mar.  4th  (res).  Bookham,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (dp). 

143  Turnstone 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  12th  (jce). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  4th  (mcp),  7th  (jab,gjh)  and  12th  (mcp,cww), 
Aug.  7th  (apg,cww)  and  27th  (caw)  and  two  together  on  Sept.  2nd  (jah). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  4th  (mc,frc).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  from  Aug.  19th  to  22nd  (arjp,gde)  and  two  on  Sept.  9th  (jah). 

K  Long  Reach,  Dartford,  one  on  May  2nd  (sjg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  after  a  dawn  thunderstorm  on  May  10th  (jhw). 

145  Snipe 

A  nest  was  found  in  Herts,  and  drumming  reported  from  two  localities  in 
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Essex.  This  is  a  decrease  in  breeding  status  from  last  year. 

Details  of  peak  numbers  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
H  Rye  Meads,  up  to  150  during  January  and  100+  on  Dec.  17th  (rmrg). 
M  Staines  Moor,  63  on  Mar.  19th  (ap).  Inner  London,  one  in  Kensington 
Gardens  on  Dec.  27th  (DABd). 

K  Sevenoaks,  maxima  of  110  in  January,  160  in  November  and  150  in  Dec¬ 
ember  (jgh,jmh).  Swanscombe,  c.  100  in  February  and  March,  150  on  Mar. 
29th  and  up  to  40  in  August  (rvw).  Dartford  Marshes,  over  50  on  several 
winter  counts  (drg). 

S  Highest  winter  count  c.  40  at  Beddington  S.F.  (brs). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Reported  from  18  localities  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  May  2nd  with 
no  more  than  seven  at  any  locality,  except  Swanscombe,  20-25  from 
January  to  March,  20  on  Apr.  11th  and  five  on  May  2nd  (rvw),  and 
Rainham  Marsh  15  on  Dec.  30th  (rfl).  Reported  from  Sept.  23rd  until  the 
end  of  the  year  from  12  localities  with  no  more  than  seven  at  any  locality, 
except  Swanscombe,  12  on  Nov.  8th  (rvw). 

148  Woodcock 

Reported  January  to  March  from  six  localities,  the  most  being  four  at 
Sevenoaks  on  Jan.  17th  (jgh,jmh).  At  the  end  of  the  year  reported  from 
only  three  localities,  the  most  being  five  at  St.  George’s  Hill,  Weybridge  on 
Dec.  5th  (ghg). 

Breeding  season  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Highwoods,  one  roding  on  May  22nd  (rbw).  Latton  Park,  one  roding  on 
June  3rd  (mah,ah)  also  one  or  two  birds  reported  roding  during  May. 
Thorndon  Park,  singles  roding  on  four  dates  in  May  and  June  (jts,aps, 
phs,kgf). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  at  least  two  pairs  on  May  22nd  (ts,dc). 

M  Wrotham  Park,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (rfs).  Inner  London:  One  stayed  for 
half  an  hour  on  a  fire  escape  at  Church  St.,  Kensington  on  Apr.  4th  before 
flying  off  strongly  in  the  direction  of  Holland  Park  (lt).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Dec.  11th  eventually  flew  off  S  (jpw,rfs). 

S  Bookham  Common,  singles  roding  on  Apr.  4th  and  May  9th  (gb).  Croydon 
Bethlehem  Hospital,  a  pair  roding  in  June  (tmr).  Headley  Heath,  one 
roding  on  May  4th  and  one  on  June  29th  (wjd,rgl).  High  Chart,  Limpsfield, 
two  apparently  holding  territory  in  summer  (djm).  Walton  Heath,  three 
pairs  present  (tmr). 

150  Curlew 

All  sightings  are  summarised  in  the  table: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  6  —  5  —  2  1  6  9  3  1  —  4 

Total  birds  11  —  6  —  5  1  8  23  3  1  —  12 

151  Whimbrel 

E  Collier  Row,  two  NNE  on  May  2nd  (acp).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on 
May  10th  (jce).  Great  Parndon,  three  on  May  18th  (AH,JDe),  one  W  on 
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July  4th  (ah),  three  W  on  July  16th  (ah)  and  one  NW  on  July  19th  (jDe). 

M  Potters  Bar,  singles  heard  flying  over  on  Apr.  19th  and  20th  (jpw).  Staines 
Res.,  one  ENE  on  May  18th  (cww).  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  over  on  July  4th 
(ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (mjg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles 
on  July  18th  (mc,gcg),  Aug.  9th  (jhw),  two  on  Sept.  3rd  (kjh)  and  one  on 
Sept.  5th  (gcg).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  WNW  on  Aug. 
5th  (DABd). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  singles  during  the  autumn  and  a  late  bird  on  Oct.  25th 
(drg,khp).  Swanscombe,  singles  once  in  May  and  twice  in  August  and 
five  on  Sept.  7th  (rvw).  Sevenoaks,  one  W  on  Sept.  6th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (kco). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  16  during  July  (kn,rwb  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  14th  (jah,mjg). 

K  Woolwich,  River  Thames,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (kwm). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  June  28th  (amh). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  Aug.  16th  (kn). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (rvw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Jan  17th  (phm)  and  29th  (two). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Recorded  in  all  months  from  many  localities,  but  most  numerous  on  autumn 
passage,  when  peak  counts  were:  Rainham  Marsh  (Essex),  exceptional 
autumn  numbers,  max.  c.50  on  Aug.  5th  and  30+  on  several  dates.  Poyle 
G.Ps.  (Middx.),  eight  on  July  30th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (Middx.),  eight  on 
Aug.  8th.  Beddington  S.F.  (Surrey),  nine  during  August. 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  between  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  9th,  max.  seven  on  Aug.  26th 
(kn,kb,deo). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (cww).  In  autumn  from  Aug.  5th  to 
Sept.  30th,  max.  five  on  Aug.  25th  (caw,apg,gde,jab  et  al.).  Poyle  G.Ps., 
one  on  Sept.  26th  (jab). 

K  Swanscombe,  three  on  Aug.  15th  and  one  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  1st  (rvw). 

S  Morden  Hall  Park,  one  on  July  21  st  (mjc).  Ham  Moor  G.P.,  Weybridge, 
one  from  Sept.  1st  to  11th  (jgt). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Wintering  birds  were  reported  at  both  ends  of  the  year  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
(up  to  three  in  November  and  December),  Staines  Res.,  Queen  Mary  Res., 
and  Dartford  Marshes  (up  to  two).  Singles  were  also  at  Rye  Meads  in 
December  and  Swanscombe  in  November.  As  usual,  spring  and  autumn 
migrants  were  widely  reported,  and  the  highest  counts  are  given :  Rainham 
Marsh,  56  on  Aug.  13th  (kb),  Rye  Meads,  20  on  Aug.  23rd  (rmrg),  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  41  on  Aug.  6th  (mjg),  Dartford  Marshes,  30  on  Aug.  16th  (drg) 
and  Swanscombe,  up  to  30  in  August  (rvw). 
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At  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  Surrey,  a  pair  apparently  held  territory  during  the  summer, 
and  were  seen  to  dive  at  a  Canada  Goose  and  drive  away  a  pair  of  Jackdaws, 
but  breeding  could  not  be  proved. 

There  were  several  reports  from  Inner  London. 


161  Redshank 

As  usual  in  recent  years,  highest  counts  came  from  the  Thames  and  Thames 
Marshes.  Regular  counts  were  received  from  Rainham  Marsh,  where  there 
were  100  on  Jan.  24th  (kn)  and  110  on  July  8th  (brw),  and  also  two  sites 
on  the  River,  the  monthly  peaks  for  which  are  tabulated  below : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford 

200  100  50  12  4  2  2  2  4  40  250  200  (drg) 

Swanscombe 

100  300  420  —  47  —  60  —  ‘few’  90  300  300 

(rvw  et  al.). 

Away  from  the  Thames  numbers  were  relatively  small.  Records  of  breeding 
and  of  birds  present  at  suitable  localities  in  the  breeding  season  are  given 
below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  c.5  pairs  probably  bred  (kn).  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  a 
pair  with  a  small  chick  in  May  (acp). 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  pair  in  summer  did  not  breed  (rmrg). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  pair  probably  bred  (apg,cww).  Shepperton,  a  pair  in 
May  did  not  breed  due  to  draining  of  meadow  (jawj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  during  May  (jgh,jmh).  Dartford  Marshes,  a  pair  during 
the  summer  (drg).  Swanscombe,  ‘several  pairs  bred’  (rvw). 

S  Stoke  D’Abernon,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (agc),  and  another  pair 
apparently  breeding  also  near  Leatherhead  (dp). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  21st  (kn)  and  on  many  dates  between  Aug. 
20th  and  Sept.  18th  with  a  max.  of  seven  on  Aug.  29th  (mo).  Fisher’s  Green 
G.P.,  one  on  May  6th  (jce). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  22nd  (jab),  26th  (arjp)  and  Sept.  3rd  to 
6th  (gde,jab,jah).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  25th  to  27th  (jah,gde)  and 
one  from  Sept.  22nd  to  Oct.  2nd  (gde,jab,jah  et  al.). 

K  Swanscombe,  singles  on  five  dates  between  Aug.  11th  and  Sept.  16th  (rvw) 
and  two  on  Aug.  17th  (djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  from  Aug.  23rd  to  29th  (wjd,hjf,jeh,fm,jhw). 
165  Greenshank 

E  Reinham  Marsh,  one  or  two  between  May  28th  and  June  27th  and  up  to 
six  on  many  dates  from  July  to  September  (kn). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  10th,  one  on  Aug.  30th  and  two  on  Sept.  5th 
(rmrg).  Hampermill  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (dkc).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one 
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on  Aug.  7th  (dkc).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  two  on  Aug.  30th 
and  two  on  Sept.  13th  (rfs,bls). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F./Staines  Area,  up  to  three  from  Apr.  18th  until  May  14th 
(mc,gde,hjf  et  «/.).  In  the  autumn  reported  from  Aug.  2nd  until  Oct.  13th, 
maximum  of  four  (mo).  Harefield  Moor,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (dkc). 

K  Sevenoaks,  five  E  on  May  24th  (jgh,jmh)  and  up  to  two  from  July  18th  to 
Aug.  20th  (jgh,jmh,ph,jc).  Swanscombe,  two  on  May  9th  (rvw)  and  one  or 
two  from  July  28th  to  Oct.  11th  and  within  this  period  up  to  six  from  Aug. 
27th  through  September  (rvw,djp).  Dartford  Marshes,  singles  from  July 
19th  to  Oct.  11th  (drg).  Erith  Marshes,  singles  on  Aug.  30th  (djp)  and  Sept. 
4th  (kwm).  Two  which  attempted  to  land  by  the  lake  in  Kelsey  Park  on 
Aug.  25th  was  a  remarkable  record  for  this  suburban  area  (brd). 

S  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  singles  on  May  2nd,  July  28th  and  Sept.  16th  (ghg).  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  singles  on  May  17th  and  Aug.  23rd  (fm,jhw).  Beddington  S.F., 
up  to  three  present  from  Aug.  9th  to  Sept.  13th  (brs).  Holmethorpe  S.Ps., 
singles  on  July  23rd  (dac)  and  Sept.  16th  to  18th  (jwm).  Fetcham  Mill 
Pond,  one  on  Aug.  30th  and  31st  (rg).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  2nd 
(dp).  Slyfields,  Great  Bookham,  two  on  Aug.  14th  and  one  on  Aug.  20th 
(agc).  Woodlands  Park,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (rg). 

169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  22nd  (rwb)  and  one  or  two  between  Aug. 
13th  and  26th  (kb). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  18th  (caw)  and  singles  on  Aug.  26th  (arjp) 
Sept.  17th  (ewp-j)  and  Sept.  22nd  (jab). 

K  Dartford,  a  flock  of  250+  on  Feb.  15th,  and  smaller  flocks  in  the  winter 
months  (drg).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (rvw). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  1st  and  2nd  (gde,lm).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
NOV.  7th  (DBn). 

K  Dartford,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Jan.  3rd  stayed  for  at  least  three 
weeks  (drg). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (mjc). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  two  between  Mar.  14th  and  Apr.  18th  (cjs,kn)  and 
three  on  June  7th  (kn).  In  autumn  present  from  Aug.  7th  until  Sept.  23rd 
with  a  maximum  of  c.  15  on  Aug.  29th  (kb,kn,brw  et  «/.).  Three  on  Oct. 
26th  and  one  on  several  dates  until  Dec.  14th  (kn). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Aug.  23rd  to  26th,  first  record  for  the  locality  since 
1957  (rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  from  Aug.  21st  until  Oct.  10th  with  a  maximum  of  eight  on 
Sept.  29th  (jab,mc,mjg,jah,caw  etal.). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  May  2nd  and  July  25th,  increasing  to  six  by  Aug.  27th, 
three  remaining  in  early  September  (rvw). 
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173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  increasing  to  three  on  26th  with  two 
remaining  until  29th  and  one  until  Sept.  3rd  (pad,pjg,kn,deo,ret).  One 
from  Nov.  4th  stayed  through  the  winter  (kn). 


176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  watched  on  the  reservoir  bank  on  Sept.  24th  (gde,jah, 
ewp-j,caw). 


178  Dunlin 

The  huge  increases  in  the  winter  population  on  the  LNHS  section  of  the 
River  Thames  continues.  To  put  this  phenomenon  into  perspective,  records 
since  1950  are  briefly  summarised  in  five-year  periods  below: 

1950-1954:  Records  of  larger  flocks  involved  roosting  birds.  The  maxi¬ 

mum  counts  ranged  between  nine  in  1950  and  270  in  1954. 
1955-1959:  The  largest  flocks  ranged  between  14  in  1955  to  500  in  1959, 

the  latter  being  a  roosting  flock  at  Swanscombe  Marsh. 
1960-1964:  During  this  period  large  flocks  took  to  roosting  on 

Swanscombe  Marsh  in  particular,  and  maximum  counts 
ranged  between  1 ,000  and  2,500. 

1965-1969:  Maximum  counts  between  c.  200  (1966)  and  1,800  (1968). 

During  this  period  large  numbers  were  regularly  seen  actually 
feeding  on  the  Thames  mud  for  the  first  time,  and  large 
flocks  were  recorded  as  far  upriver  as  Woolwich,  whereas 
previously  they  had  not  come  up  further  than  Dartford/Erith. 
These  increases  are  almost  certainly  due  to  the  cleaner  condition  of  the 
River  Thames  in  recent  years,  and  this  has  also  benefitted  many  species  of 
duck  (see  L.B.R.  34:  80-85)  and  other  waders.  This  summary  sets  the  scene 
for  the  1970  records  when  maximum  counts  were:  Woolwich,  c.  1,000  on 
Jan.  24th,  200  on  Oct.  31st  and  1,100  on  Nov.  21st.  Dartford,  ‘high  numbers 
during  the  winter  months’  with  peak  counts  of  4,000+  m  January,  800  in 
February,  and  800  in  December.  Rainham,  peak  count  c.  900  on  the  marsh 
on  Nov.  29th.  Swanscombe,  1,000  to  1,500  in  January  and  February,  600 
on  Mar.  7th,  30  in  May  and  July  and  3,500  on  Nov.  21st.  From  counts  he 
made  at  Swanscombe,  Erith  and  Woolwich  on  Nov.  21st,  rvw  estimated 
6,000+  on  the  LNHS  section  of  the  River. 

Also  recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year  from  the  usual  inland  sites,  the  most 
records  coming  from  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  where  there  was  a  maximum  of  39  on 
Nov.  21st  (mjg).  There  was  one  report  from  Inner  London,  a  single  at 
Lavender  Dock  on  Oct.  15th  (pjg). 


179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  7th  (kn).  In  autumn  from  Aug.  20th  until 
Oct.  6th,  maximum  24  on  Sept.  3rd  (kb,kn,brw  et <?/.). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Oct.  17th  and  18th  (rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  autumn  migrants  present  from  Aug.  23rd  until  Sept.  5th 
with  the  quite  unusual  maximum  of  58  on  Aug.  26th  (ajs,arj-p).  Numbers 
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on  other  days  were  much  smaller,  never  more  than  17  (frc,md,mjg,kjh, 
cww  et  al.).  Poyle  G.Ps.,  five  on  Aug.  30th  and  seven  on  Aug.  31st  and 
Sept.  5th  (mc). 

K  Plumstead  Marshes,  four  on  Sept.  1st  (kwm).  Swanscombe,  up  to  three  from 
Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  7th  (rvw).  Dartford,  one  on  Aug.  8th  (kwm),  two  on 
Nov.  8th  (drg). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (cjs),  two  on  Apr.  18th  (kn)  and  one  on 
Apr.  27th  (cjs,brw).  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  12th  (jce).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  30th  (bls). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  25th  (TJLe).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  22nd 
and  one  on  Aug.  31st  (arj-p).  Hayes,  one  by  a  muddy  pool  on  Sept.  3rd 
(rem).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (ap). 

K  Woolwich,  one  on  River  Thames  on  Aug.  8th  (kwm). 

184  Ruff 

All  localities  from  which  the  species  was  reported  are  mentioned  below, 
although  occurences  at  some  sites  are  summarised. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Jan.  3rd,  singles  on  Mar.  21st  and  Apr.  25th,  three 
on  June  21st  and  one  on  June  27th.  Up  to  20  from  July  to  September,  and 
singles  November  and  December  (jce,jf,kn,deo  et  al.).  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (jce).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (jf). 

M  Wintering  birds  at  Staines  Moor  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  up  to  Mar.  25th  with  a 
maximum  of  24  at  Staines  Moor  on  Feb.  22nd  (ap).  During  spring  passage 
there  were  17  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Apr.  26th  (frc,tjlc)  and  one  on  May 
1st  (ap).  Autumn  migrants  at  Perry  Oaks  from  July  8th  until  Sept.  17th  with 
a  maximum  of  8-10  on  Aug.  27th  (cww).  Then  none  until  Oct.  6th;  there¬ 
after  more  or  less  continually  present  until  the  end  of  the  year  with  a 
maximum  of  25  on  Dec.  30th  (ap,hjf  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  three  (flying  W) 
on  Mar.  30th  (ap)  and  one  on  Sept.  4th  (gde). 

K  Dartford/Erith  up  to  70  in  January  and  February  and  120  on  Mar.  1st,  but 
thereafter  few  and  last  seen  on  Mar.  15th.  First  return  noted  on  Nov.  18th 
in  small  numbers  increasing  by  end  of  year  (drg  et  al .).  Swanscombe,  70-90 
in  January  to  March,  40  on  Apr.  11th,  a  male  on  June  7th,  two  on  June 
28th.  up  to  10  July  to  August  and  six  on  Dec.  25th  (rvw).  Up  to  three  at 
Woolwich  during  September.  The  only  record  away  from  the  Thames  was 
one  at  Sevenoaks  on  Mar.  17th  and  18th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  3rd  and  five  on  11th  (kdgm,ndh).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  25th  and  Sept.  12th  (jeh).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Dec. 
27th  (dp). 

185  Avocet 

E  Rainham,  one  on  July  4th  (ret). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  three  flying  up  and  down  the  Serpentine  on 
Mar.  13th.  They  alighted  on  the  water  for  about  two  minutes  before  depart¬ 
ing  in  an  easterly  direction  (DABd,RSS-w). 
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187  Grey  Phalarope 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  5th  and  6th  (gde,lep,mcp). 

188  Red-necked  Phalarope 

S  Godstone  S.P.,  one,  probably  two,  on  Aug.  16th  (bb). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  two  immatures  flying  up  river  on  Sept.  1 6th  (kn). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  immature  SW  on  Aug.  30th  (kjh,ah).  Staines  Res., 
one  intermediate  phase  adult  on  Oct.  23rd  (ap). 

194  Great  Skua 

K  Littlebrook,  one  found  exhuasted  in  a  field  on  Sept.  1 3th.  After  rehabilitation 
it  was  released  at  Dungeness  in  early  October  (drg). 

195  Pomarine  Skua 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  25th  (wr). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

M  Inner  London,  present  again  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  and 
although  two  adults  showed  signs  of  possibly  breeding  they  lost  interest 
after  the  Lido  was  opened  to  the  public. 

Autumn  flocks  in  excess  of  500  were  reported  from  Fairlop  Rubbish  tip, 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.  and  Queen  Mary  Res. 

200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London,  Regents  Park,  one  pair  reared  three  young  on  the  Elephant 
House  and  another  pair  may  have  bred  successfully  (dw).  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  for  the  third  successive  year  (jms).  The 
largest  winter  flock  reported  was  of  c.  1,000  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on 
Dec.  28th  (dkc).  ehw  records  that  in  winter  the  species  “seems  more  frequent 
than  ever  before”  in  an  area  including  North  Middx,  and  South  Herts. 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Rainham,  adults  on  Feb.  14th  and  Nov.  7th  (ret). 

203  Iceland  Gull 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  an  immature  on  Mar.  8th  (rad,htg,sjg,fjh). 

207  Little  Gull 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (jf).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one 
immature  on  Sept.  16th  (kn). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  7th  (dkc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  up  to  two  present  between  Apr.  14th  and  May  2nd,  at  least 
three  individuals  involved.  Autumn  observations  at  this  site  were  fewer 
this  year  with  single  immatures  on  four  dates  in  August,  on  five  consecutive 
dates  from  Oct.  18th  and  on  Nov.  7th,  the  latter  was  possibly  the  one  from 
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Queen  Mary  Res.,  mentioned  below.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  adult  and  miniature 
on  Apr.  25th  were  probably  the  same  birds  seen  at  Staines  Res.  the  same 
day.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  adult  and  up  to  three  immatures  from  Aug. 
22nd  to  Sept.  12th  and  from  Oct.  10th  to  the  16th  and  an  immature  from 
Oct.  18th  to  Nov.  7th  (mo).  Inner  London;  River  Thames  near  Stepney, 
an  adult  on  Sept.  24th  (jfb). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

In  addition  to  the  ringing  controls  listed  by  jpw  in  the  L.B.R.  for  1969 
observers  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  noted  a  further  23  ringed 
birds  during  the  winter  months.  Countries  of  origin  not  mentioned  in  the 
1969  report  included  Lithuania,  Holland,  Germany,  Sweden,  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia.  Of  the  four  British  ringed  birds  one  had  been  ringed  as  an 
adult  in  Hyde  Park  during  December  1956. 

212  Black  Tern 

Apart  from  singles  on  Apr.  18th  at  Staines  Res.  and  Apr.  21st  at  Hilfield 
Park  Res.,  the  main  spring  passage  occurred  between  May  3rd  and  June  7th. 
During  this  period  the  numbers  from  16  localities  were  usually  small  and 
only  three  flocks  exceeding  20  were  noted,  the  highest  being  26  at  King 
George  V  Res.  on  May  11th.  One  flying  W  over  Sevenoaks  on  June  17th  and 
two  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  June  13th  were  the  only  mid-summer  records 
this  year. 

The  autumn  passage  was  widespread  and  extended  over  nearly  four  months 
from  July  8th  to  Nov.  2nd.  During  this  time  some  of  the  larger  flocks  of 
between  ten  and  45  have  a  ‘weekend  bias’  and  it  seems  probable  that  the 
peak  movement  of  the  autumn  occurred  when  all  the  favoured  localities 
were  apparently  unmanned  as  on  Thursday  Sept.  10th  at  least  75  were 
present  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 

213  White-winged  Black  Tern 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  adults  Sept.  19th  to  22nd  (bg,rg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  May  3rd  (frc,kjh),  immatures  on  Aug.  25th 
(gw)  and  Sept.  9th  (jab).  All  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

The  first  were  ten  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Apr.  12th,  followed  in  the  next 
five  days  by  small  parties  at  two  other  reservoir  sites.  The  main  spring 
passage  was  during  late  April  and  the  first  half  of  May  with  a  peak  on 
May  11th  with  c.  40  at  Staines  Res.  and  55  flying  N  in  two  flocks  over  King 
George  V  Res.  Eight  birds  were  identified  as  Arctic  Terns  during  this 
period,  three  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  26th  and  May  2nd,  and  two  on  May 
15th  at  Sevenoaks. 

During  July  and  early  August  ones  or  twos  were  reported  at  several  sites 
and  were  possibly  connected  with  the  dispersal  of  local  breeding  Common 
Terns. 

Evidence  of  passage  from  further  afield  was  apparent  from  Aug.  16th  to 
Sept.  18th  at  widespread  localities  in  numbers  below  five,  except  for  28  at 
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Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  23rd  and  an  interesting  series  of  migrant  flocks 
on  the  Thames  which  are  summarised  in  a  note  on  page  92.  Two  juveniles 
(considered  to  be  Arctic  Terns)  at  Staines  Res.  lingered  until  Oct.  11th,  and 
the  last  was  at  Rye  Meads  on  the  very  late  date  of  Nov.  14th.  Inner  London : 
singles,  all  but  one  flying  S,  on  five  dates  between  July  20th  and  Sept.  8th. 

217  Common  Tern 

The  number  of  pairs  proved  to  breed  or  nests  found,  (and  the  number  of 
additional  pairs  present  in  the  summer  but  not  proved  to  breed  in  brackets), 
is  given  here  for  each  year  since  1958,  when  they  bred  for  the  first  time  in  the 
LNHS  Area:  1958  1(1):  1962  (‘present’):  1963  (1  pair  and  ‘others  present’): 
1964  (2):  1965  (5):  1966  2:  1967  4  or  5  (1):  1968  7(1):  1969  4  (5). 

In  1970  this  increase  continued,  with  11  certain  breeding  pairs  and  one 
other  present  in  the  summer.  Attention  is  drawn  to  this  interesting  trend  to 
encourage  observers  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  breeding  Common  Terns. 
All  breeding  season  records  are  given : 

E  South  Ockenden  G.P.,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (glcc,edp).  Fisher’s  Green 
G.P.,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (mah).  Nazeing  G.P.,  from  May  to 
July  up  to  17  from  the  near-by  Broxbourne  (Herts.)  colony  (mah,bsms). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  seven  pairs  bred,  all  unsuccessfully  due  to  filling  opera¬ 
tions  giving  a  rise  in  water  level  (rmrg,mah,rl). 

M  Staines  area,  a  total  of  three  pairs  at  two  sites,  two  pairs  each  rearing  three 
young  (cww,  ap,  et  a/.). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  11th  (gde). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  flying  E  on  May  30th  (jgk,jmh). 

222  Little  Tern 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  twelve  flying  upstream  on  Sept.  16th  and  nine 
downstream  one  hour  later  (kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (jrt). 

K  Swanscombe,  two  on  Sept.  16th  (rvw),  the  same  day  as  Rainham  (Essex) 
records. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  25th  (jeh). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  22  flying  S  in  front  of  a  storm  on  Aug.  22nd  and  two 
on  Sept.  1 3th  (jf). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  May  2nd  (dkc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on 
May  16th,  one  on  July  11th  and  Aug.  2nd  (kjh).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept. 
20th  (rem).  Shepperton,  one  on  Sept.  25th  (jawj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (jgh,jmh).  Dartford,  several  during  August 
and  September,  max.  18  on  Aug.  23rd  (drg,khp). 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (bam). 

226  Little  Auk 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  caught  on  Oct.  24th  lived  only  a  few  days  (sac,  co.  et  al). 
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232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  and  some  of  the  larger  flocks  seen  are  given. 
E  Bred  or  probably  bred  at  Dagnams  Park.  Great  Parndon,  Hainault, 
Navestock,  Ongar,  Parndon  Woods,  Roydon,  South  Weald  Park,  and 
Thorndon  Park.  Abridge,  c.  30  on  Feb.  28th.  Nazeing  G.P.,  35  on  Mar.  31st. 
H  Again  very  few  records  received.  Presumed  breeding  pairs  at  Chess  Valley, 
Chorley  Wood,  Hamper  Hill  and  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Bred  or  probably  bred  at  Ken  Wood,  Harefield  Moor,  Mill  Hill,  Sandy 
Heath  and  Shepperton.  Comments  included  ‘very  scarce’  in  the  North 
Middlesex/South  Herts,  area,  ‘first  territory  in  seven  years’  at  Potters  Bar, 
‘fewer  records  than  usual’  from  Osterley  Park  and  ‘recovery  continuing’ 
in  Hampton  Court  Park. 

Inner  London;  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  probably  two  pairs 
present  in  the  breeding  season  (dabc1,rfs,jpw). 

K  Breeding  season  records  from  Kelsey  Park,  Dartford  Marshes,  Eynsford, 
and  Stone  Marshes.  Northfleet,  45  on  Jan.  7th.  Swanscombe,  70  SSW 
during  cold  weather  on  Dec.  26th  (rvw). 

S  The  shortage  of  breeding  records  for  the  current  year  is  no  doubt  due  to 
lack  of  interest  shown  on  the  part  of  Surrey  observers.  Early  spring  flocks 
included  20  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  Woodlands  Park  and  c.  50  at  Stoke 
D’Abernon  on  Mar.  12th. 


234  Wood  Pigeon 

Apart  from  a  hard  weather  movement  involving  small  numbers  over  the 
Christmas  period  the  only  definite  passage  of  birds  occurred  during  the 
first  fortnight  of  November  and  particularly  on  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th. 
Although  in  these  three  days  over  10,000  were  counted  flying  SW.  The 
total  is  probably  only  a  fraction  of  the  birds  involved. 


235  Turtle  Dove 

This  summary  is  confined  to  observers’  remarks  or  comments  and  as  they 
vary  considerably  most  are  mentioned  below. 

Although  30  birds  were  present  at  Gobions  Farm,  Collier  Row  on  May  23rd, 
none  bred,  and  all  had  left  by  mid-June.  In  the  Totteridge,  Barnet,  Watford, 
Elstree,  Radlett  and  Shenley  areas  ehw  had  ‘the  impression  of  a  lean  year’ 
though  at  Chorley  Wood  dkc  records  it  as  a  ‘fairly  common  breeding  bird’. 
In  Middlesex  two  pairs  at  Potters  Bar  represented  an  increase  and  one  in 
Osterley  Park  on  June  21st  was  the  first  record  since  1962.  gmc  and  djp 
record  the  bird  as  ‘numerous’  and  ‘very  numerous’  in  the  Kent  areas  of 
Shoreham,  Farningham,  Dartford  and  Swanscombe.  In  Surrey  gb  noted  a 
drop  from  seven  to  four  in  the  number  of  pairs  in  his  census  area  and  gmc 
remarks  for  Juniper  Bottom  and  Mickleham  that  the  species  is  ‘becoming 
infrequent’.  However  occasional  records  of  one  or  two  birds  in  Richmond 
Park  in  May  and  June  was  described  as  unusual  for  the  locality.  Inner 
London;  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  May  12th  and  singles 
on  the  15th,  18th  and  22nd,  recorded  on  four  dates  in  September  with  a 
maximum  of  four  on  the  15th  (DABd). 
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Collared  Dove 

Reports  from  about  26  localities  not  mentioned  in  previous  L.B.R.s  were 
received  by  the  recorders  though  it  is  likely  that  some  of  these  sites  were 
occupied  prior  to  the  current  year.  Several  observers  commented  on  the 
continuing  increase  though  this  does  appear  to  be  mainly  in  those  areas 
where  the  species  is  already  established.  New'  areas' of  colonisation  will  still 
be  welcomed  by  the  recorders.  Only  selected  records  of  interest  and  status 
are  given  below  under  county  headings. 

E  Described  as  ‘common’  at  Navestock  (das)  and  at  Ongar  30  were  seen  on 
July  25th  (bmeu). 

H  Chorleywood,  c.  12  pairs  breeding  and  c.  30  seen  on  Nov.  3rd  (dkc). 

Cassiobury  Park,  30-40  at  each  end  of  the  year  (jdm). 

M  Sunbury,  increasing  with  up  to  nine  frequently  in  observer’s  garden  (gj-w). 
In  the  Brent  Res.,  Neasden,  Kingsbury  and  Willesden  areas  jhw  described 
the  species  as  ‘still  a  scarce  visitor’. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  19th  and 
Oct.  12th  and  two  on  Oct.  24th  (DABd). 

K  Sundridge,  c.  120  during  January  to  March  (ss).  Dartford  Marshes,  c.  20 
on  Jan.  26th  (fjh).  Otherwise  numbers  apparently  never  exceeded  five  at 
the  16  other  localities  mentioned  by  observers. 

S  Sanderstead,  increasing  with  over  40  feeding  in  observer’s  garden  during 
January  to  March  (lwc).  Chessington  Zoo,  40  on  Mar.  27th  (afm).  Walton- 
on-Thames,  one  young  fledged  on  Mar.  6th  (ghg).  Big  increase  in  the 
Weybridge  and  Walton  areas  with  an  estimated  population  of  60  pairs  (ghg). 
Tadworth,  approximate  50%  increase  during  January  to  June  period  over 
1969  (ckd).  Thorpe  and  Weybridge,  on  seven  dates  between  Sept.  9th  and 
30th  a  total  of  50  birds  were  seen  flying  over  high  W  or  NW  (ghg). 

237  Cuckoo 

The  first  was  seen  at  Westerham,  Kent  on  Apr.  11th  (AJHy).  ghg’s  analysis 
of  spring  passage  at  Weybridge,  show's  that  although  his  ‘first’  was  on  Apr. 
14th  none  was  then  seen  until  Apr.  28th  to  May  10th  when  many  passed 
through.  In  fact  from  the  other  records  received  the  suggestion  is  that  very 
few  were  present  in  the  London  Area  during  the  last  ten  days  of  April. 
Two  observers  in  Essex,  mah  and  fr,  classed  the  species  as  ‘remarkably 
numerous  this  year’  and  ‘common’  but  this  is  not  echoed  by  observers  in 
other  parts  of  the  Area.  The  only  definite  breeding  record  was  from  Perry 
Oaks  S.L.  w'here  three  young  were  seen  on  June  26th  being  fed  by  Hedge 
Sparrows.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  the  begining  of  August  to 
Sept.  15th. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  two,  one  of  which  w'as  rescued  after  being 
attacked  by  crows  on  May  15th  (jm,rfs)  and  one  on  June  30th.  Lavender 
Dock,  one  on  Aug.  25th  and  27th  (pjg). 

241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given : 

E  Collier  Row,  Romford,  four  eggs  taken  from  nest  about  June  6th  (acp). 
Great  Parndon,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (mah,matr,ts).  Nazeing,  one 
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pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (matr).  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  one  bird  present  at 
usual  site  and  probably  sitting  on  May  5th  (acp).  Epping,  one  on  Apr.  3rd 
(mje).  North  Ockenden,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (jts).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on 
Apr.  19th  (rl).  Woodford,  one  found  dead  on  Dec.  27th  (mje). 

H  Near  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (rmrg). 

M  Harefield,  a  pair  present  in  May,  June  and  July  (mjg).  Laleham,  one  on 
Mar.  14th  (kjh).  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (jhw).  Osterley  Park,  one 
found  dead  early  in  the  year  and  one  on  July  5th  (opr).  Staines  Res.,  one 
found  dead  on  the  causeway  on  Oct.  31st  (acp). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  during  February  and  on  Dec.  5th  (jgh,jmh).  Dartford,  seen 
infrequently  from  August  to  end  of  year,  roost  located  (drg). 

S  Gatton  Park,  Reigate  Heath  and  White  Hill,  one  pair  present  at  each  locality 
(rhbf).  Richmond  Park,  at  least  one  pair  is  thought  to  have  bred  (ag, 
rdh,bam,fgmcc).  Ashtead  Woods,  one  in  flight  on  Mar.  13th  (rgb). 
Bookham  Common,  one  heard  calling  on  Apr.  4th  and  some  pellets  collected 
on  Apr.  12th  (gb,eas,as).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (dp). 
Beddington  S.F.,  several  records  during  the  year  but  no  evidence  of  breeding 
(brs). 

246  Little  Owl 

Possibly  a  neglected  species  and  no  doubt  more  widespread  than  the 
records  suggest.  Although  reported  at  roughly  the  same  number  of 
localities  during  the  breeding  season  a  drop  from  41  to  26  pairs  nesting  or 
considered  to  be  breeding  is  significant.  Even  though  rdh  and  fgmcc 
noted  seeing  ‘fewer  birds’  in  Richmond  Park  and  ndh  failed  to  find  the 
species  at  the  formerly  favoured  areas  of  Beddington  S.F.  and  Shirley, 
Surrey  again  headed  the  list  for  ‘localities’  and  at  the  other  end  of  the 
scale  Kent  produced  only  two  summer  records  of  single  birds. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

No  doubt  the  commonest  owl  in  the  London  Area  and  the  breeding  season 
records  compare  favourably  with  those  of  recent  years.  Even  though  very 
few  breeding  season  records  were  received  from  Kent  and  Hertfordshire 
this  year,  at  least  25  pairs  were  seen  at  the  nest  or  with  young  and  over 
42  other  pairs  were  recorded  as  ‘present’.  Against  this  ndh  again  found 
the  species  absent  at  Shirley  and  lwc  at  Sanderstead  noted  “fewer  seen 
and  heard  than  in  previous  years.” 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  one  pair  in 
each  locality  and  two  fledged  young  at  the  latter  on  Apr.  21st  (DABd, 
rfs,  jpw).  Holland  Park,  one  pair  until  mid  March  and  then  one 
subsequently  (epb).  Wilton  Crescent,  one  on  Jan.  7th  (epb,  rhk).  Pem¬ 
broke  Square,  one  calling  on  Feb.  4th  (ghg).  Walton  Square,  two  seen 
and  heard  regularly  from  January  to  May  (ghg). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

E  One  pair  at  a  possible  breeding  site  in  summer. 

H  Cockfosters,  heard  calling  on  several  nights  April  to  May  (dwn). 
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249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (kn)  and  Dec.  28th  (kb). 

M  Shepperton,  “three  sightings  in  late  September”  (jawj).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  from  Oct.  31st,  two  from  Nov.  6th  and  three  bv  Dec.  19th.  Although 
four  birds  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  year,  two  birds  were  found  shot 
during  this  period  (mo).  Feltham  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  4th  (kjh).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (db,  kjh). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  one  at  the  beginning  of  year  and  again  in  November, 
and  three  or  four  in  December  (drg,  sjg,  khp).  Swanscombe,  one  on 
Dec.  6th  (rvw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  six  on  Oct.  23rd  increased  to  ten  by  the  end  of  the  year 
(brs). 


252  Nightjar 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (bmeu),  one  in  late  April  and  early  May 
according  to  forest  keeper  and  one  during  July  (bsms).  Coopersale 
Common,  one  churring  on  May  6th  (bmeu). 

H  Broad  Riding  Wood,  two  on  June  4th  (mjb).  Brambles  Wood,  two  on 
June  23rd  (mjb). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  22nd  (jgh,  jmh).  Near  Westerham,  one  on 
July  13th  (ajh). 

S  Headley  Heath,  up  to  four  seen  between  May  4th  and  July  9th  (wjd,  rgl). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  one  on  five  dates  between  June  6th  and  July  21st  (mo). 
Near  Oxshott,  at  least  one  pair  holding  territory  on  June  24th.  Walton 
Heath,  three  pairs  reported  in  May  and  June. 


255  Swift 

The  appearance  of  three  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  20  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Apr.  18th  is  typical  in  the  w7ay  of  date  and  numbers  of  the  first  spring 
arrivals  but  the  numbers  involved  in  the  next  two  days  (Sunday  and 
Monday)  w-ere  somew7hat  unusual.  On  the  19th  at  Walton  Res.  just  before 
10.00  hrs.  44  w  ere  seen  to  drop  almost  vertically  from  a  great  height,  feed 
briefly  and  then  continue  N.  Over  100  were  seen  during  the  day  at  this 
locality  and  apart  from  three  birds  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  the  species  was 
apparently  absent  everywhere  else  in  the  Area.  The  following  day,  a 
Monday,  singles  were  noted  at  Worcester  Park  and  in  Inner  London  but 
at  least  250  were  at  Staines  Res.  Now  assuming  observers  w7ere  still 
active,  the  records  suggest  that  this  flush  of  migrants  then  disappeared  as 
during  the  last  ten  days  of  April  only  tw7o  records  of  Swifts  w7ere  received. 
Then  in  early  May  a  second  more  widespread  arrival  took  place  as  several 
observers,  particularly  in  Surrey,  were  noting  their  ‘first’  birds.  On 
May  16th  and  17th  c.  2,000  w7ere  feeding  over  Walton  Res.  Most  of  the 
autumn  passage  had  passed  by  the  third  week  of  August  though  records 
for  September  showed  a  considerable  increase  compared  with  those  of 
recent  years.  Although  never  more  than  six  in  a  flock  records  of  more 
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than  60  were  noted  at  24  localities  up  to  the  20th.  The  last  recorded 
were  at  Beddington  S.F.  with  singles  on  Sept.  27th  and  on  the  rather  late 
date  of  Oct.  18th. 

258  Kingfisher 

A  total  of  25  pairs  bred  or  possibly  bred.  Although  significantly  higher 
than  last  year’s  total,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  records  from 
Sevenoaks  were  missing  from  the  L.B.R.  1969  figure.  Records  are 
summarised  under  county  headings. 

E  Single  pairs  bred  at  Little  Parndon,  Loughton  Brook,  South  Ockenden 
G.P.,  and  on  the  River  Lea  at  Nazeing  and  Waltham  Abbey.  Pairs  also 
probably  bred  at  Ongar  and  on  the  River  Stort  at  Harlow.  One  or  two 
at  seven  other  localities  in  winter  (bsms). 

H  Pairs  probably  bred  at  Chess  Valley  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (dkc).  Rye 
Meads,  up  to  three  from  Jan.  to  May  27th  and  up  to  seven  from  July  17th 
to  the  end  of  the  year;  38  were  ringed  compared  with  27  in  1969  and  is  a 
reflection  of  the  species’  increase.  An  adult  female  trapped  on  July  4th 
was  recovered  300  miles  S.W.  near  Etal,  France,  on  Oct.  17th  and  was  the 
first  foreign  recovery  of  a  British-ringed  Kingfisher  (rmrg).  Up  to  three 
at  seven  other  localities  during  the  autumn  and  winter. 

M  River  Lea  Navigation  (Ponders  End/Angel  Road,  Edmonton),  a  pair  bred 
and  three  young  seen  (feg,  bsms).  Shepperton,  one  pair  possibly  bred 
(jawj),  and  at  Turkey  Brook,  Enfield,  a  nest  and  eggs  was  destroyed  by 
vandals  (bsms).  Outside  the  breeding  season,  up  to  three  at  nine  other 
localities.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (jms). 

K  Sevenoaks  and  Otford  areas,  estimated  five  pairs  present  (jgh,  jmh).  Up 
to  three  at  16  other  localities  mainly  during  the  winter.  At  Danson  Park 
rvw  noted  ‘the  usual  autumn  movement  of  singles’  from  July  17th  to 
September. 

S  Thorpe  and  Weybridge  areas,  six  pairs  bred  (ghg).  Godstone  S.F.,  one 
pair  bred  (rfd).  River  Mole  at  Cobham,  a  pair  near  a  nest-hole  in  June 
(rgl).  One  or  two  at  nine  other  localities  mainly  outside  the  breeding 
season. 

261  Hoopoe 

S  Malden  Manor,  Tolworth,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (rgl).  Richmond  Park,  one 
on  June  7th  (AHt). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  at  least  44  localities  during  the  breeding  season  and 
including  34  pairs  breeding  or  probably  breeding.  A  high  percentage  came 
from  the  Surrey  part  of  the  Area.  No  status  change  was  reported  by 
anyone  and  the  impression  gained  from  the  records  is  that,  though  much 
scarcer  than  a  decade  ago,  the  species  is  holding  its  own. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  number  of  localities  and  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  were  very 
similar  to  those  mentioned  under  Green  Woodpecker.  Two  observers, 
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dkc  and  ehw,  have  reported  a  possible  increase  in  the  Totteridge,  Radlett 
and  Chorleywood  areas.  No  change  (three  pairs)  was  noted  by  gb  in  his 
census  area  on  Bookham  Common  and  lb  comments  that,  although 
present  and  probably  breeding  in  Kew  Gardens,  numbers  are  down 
compared  with  the  early  1960s. 

Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  pair  present  from  February  to  early 
June  but  no  breeding  evidence  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gar¬ 
dens,  singles  on  three  dates  in  late  March  and  late  April  and  21  sightings 
from  July  to  December  with  13  in  September  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 


264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  total  of  nearly  60  localities  for  the  year  and  at  least  35  pairs  during  the 
breeding  season  represents  very  little  change  in  records  compared  with 
1969.  Evidence  of  breeding  or  probable  breeding  came  from  Epping 
Forest,  Hainault  Lodge,  Latton  Park,  Wanstead  Park,  Cassiobury  Park, 
Chess  Valley,  Chorleywood,  Hampstead  Heath,  Mill  Hill,  Potters  Bar, 
Stanmore,  Shepperton,  Foots  Cray  Woods,  Hawkwood,  Joydens  Wood, 
Kelsey  Park,  Petts  Wood,  Squerryes  Park,  Ashtead,  Croydon  Bethlehem 
Hospital,  Littleworth  Common,  Richmond  Park,  Thorpe  and  Weybridge. 

265  Wryneck 

One  calling  during  early  April  was  the  only  possible  breeding  record 
north  of  the  Thames.  South  of  the  Thames  one  pair  at  least  at  one 
site  during  the  summer,  and  at  another  locality  one  pair  carrying  food 
during  June  and  another  male  calling.  One  observer  spent  12  hours 
watching  and  listening  for  the  species  at  four  old  breeding  sites  in  Surrey 
without  success.  Otherwise  only  migrant  records  were  received: 

E  Coopersale  Common,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  31st  (jMn,  bmeu). 

S  Brooklands,  near  Weybridge,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (jgt,  aw).  Dulwich,  one 
in  a  garden  in  Dulwich  Common  on  June  13th  was  not  seen  subsequently 
despite  searches.  It  was  first  seen  on  a  bird  table,  and  tried,  without 
success,  to  feed  on  suspended  fat  ( per  ahp). 

271  Woodlark 

M  Stanwellmoor,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  and  6th  (RWBe,  apg,  cww). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (mc).  Weybridge,  one  at  St.  George’s  Hill 
on  Sept.  4th  (ghg). 

272  Skylark 

Spells  of  severe  weather  had  a  marked  effect  on  this  species.  On  Jan.  6th 
there  was  a  small  movement  after  a  snowfall  (jhw),  and  on  the  7th  c.  1,000 
flew  W  in  the  Staines  area  (ap)  and  60-70  were  feeding  in  snow  at 
Parliament  Hill  Fields  in  Inner  London  (rhk).  Following  a  further 
snowfall  on  Feb.  12th,  there  was  a  small  movement  W  at  Brent  Res.  on  the 
13th  (jhw).  c.  125  flying  NW  at  Chorleywood  (dkc),  c.  40  SSW  at  Wor¬ 
cester  Park  (res)  and  a  flock  of  c.  200  at  Chelsfield  (pmw).  The  heaviest 
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snow  of  the  winter  fell  on  Mar.  4th  and  on  that  date  c.  200  flew  S  at  Hyde 
Park  (DABd  et  al.),  350  S  and  SE  at  Worcester  Park  (res),  180  SE  at 
Kingston,  and  there  were  c.  100  at  Brent  Res.  (jhw),  and  300  at  Berrylands 
S.F.  (pjsn).  Movements  continued  for  the  next  five  days.  On  the  5th 
there  was  a  huge  concentration  in  the  London  Airport  area,  possibly 
10,000  (gde)  and  numbers  built  up  to  a  peak  of  5,000  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  the  8th  (ndh).  The  autumn  passage  was  prolonged  from  late  September 
to  early  November  with  a  peak  in  the  fourth  week  of  October.  Further 
snowfalls  from  Dec.  24th  to  26th  brought  widespread  movements.  The 
largest  concentration  was  at  Osterley  Park,  c.  1,200  on  the  25th  (dgh). 

274  Swallow 

One  was  seen  as  early  as  Feb.  28th  at  Merchant  Taylor’s  School,  Kent 
(cjm),  but  there  were  no  further  records  until  Mar.  27th,  two  at  Thorpe 
(ghg),  and  birds  were  not  widespread  until  Apr.  16th.  In  the  autumn  a 
late  bird  was  seen  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx,  on  Nov.  21st  (khh). 

276  House  Martin 

Several  early  records;  one  at  Fetcham  Mill  Pond,  Surrey,  on  Mar.  28th  and 
two  there  on  Apr.  2nd  (rg),  one  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  Herts.,  on  Mar.  31st 
(dkc),  one  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey,  on  Apr.  1st  (jff)  and  42  flying  NW 
at  Thorpe,  Surrey,  on  Apr.  4th  (ghg).  Yet  several  observers  commented 
on  birds  being  late  in  arriving  at  their  breeding  areas.  There  were  c.  1,000 
at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  20th  (apg).  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Primrose  Hill/St.  John’s  Wood,  15-20  occupied  nests, 
including  one  new  site  (sc).  Bethnal  Green,  two  nests,  one  with  young 
(pjsn).  Fulham,  four  nests,  three  with  young,  at  Lillie  Road  on  July  11th; 
two  nests,  one  with  young,  at  Fulham  Palace  Road,  and  three  nests,  two 
with  young,  at  Harbord  Street,  on  Aug.  11th  (pjsn). 

277  Sand  Martin 

The  first  was  one  at  Walton  Res.  on  Mar.  22nd  (mc)  and  there  were  reports 
from  four  other  localities  in  March.  The  largest  number  in  spring  was 
1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  18th  (cww)  and  in  autumn  2,000  at  London 
Airport  on  July  24th  (gde). 

280  Carrion  Crow 

Three  observers  in  Surrey  mentioned  that  this  species  is  increasing. 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  13  nests  found  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Brompton  Cemetery,  one 
sitting  on  nest  on  Apr.  29th  (pjsn).  Edwardes  Square,  Kensington,  a  pair 
reared  two  young  successfully  (ghg). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Feb.  21st  and  Apr.  14th  (kn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (drg). 
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282  Rook 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  on  Oct.  15th  and 
one  on  the  16th  (DABd,  rfs). 

283  Jackdaw 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  several  dates  from 
Jan.  4th  to  Feb.  4th  (yl). 

284  Magpie 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  as  in  1969  a  pair  built  a 
nest  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Regent’s  Park, 
present  throughout  the  year;  a  pair  resident  in  the  Baptist  College  sanctuary 
during  the  breeding  season  (rcg).  Holland  Park,  singles  on  Feb.  8th  and 
Nov.  22nd  (epb). 

286  Jay 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  up  to  eight  in  the  spring,  and  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred,  rearing  two  young 
(JMS). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  bred,  58  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Russell  Square, 
Holborn,  a  pair  carrying  food  to  a  nest  box  (pjsn).  Walton  Square, 
Chelsea,  a  pair  raised  three  young  in  a  nest  box  (ghg). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  probably  three  pairs  (epb). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  nine  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  2-3  including  a  singing  male  from  Mar.  10th  to  Apr.  29th 
(ch).  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  adult  feeding  two  small  young  on 
June  29th;  probably  bred,  which  would  be  the  first  such  record  for  this 
locality  (sc).  Brompton  cemetery,  two  calling  on  Apr.  10th,  one  on 
July  11th  (pjsn). 

293  Willow  Tit 

Records  of  breeding  or  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 
E  Great  Parndon,  a  pair  reared  four  young  (mah,  dmi). 

H  Pairs  bred  successfully  at  Chorleywood  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (dkc). 
Three  pairs  reported  at  Cassiobury  Park  (nm),  others  at  Northaw  Great 
Wood  (gcg),  Hilfield  (2)  and  Totteridge  (ehw). 
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M  Bred  at  Ealing  (id),  Harefield  Moor  (dkc)  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  (kjh). 

Pairs  at  Brent  Res.  (jhw).  Mill  Hill  (2)  and  Scratch  Wood  (2)  (ehw). 

K  Two  at  Sparrow  Wood  on  June  24th  (pdg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  nest  with  young  was  destroyed  by  young  lads  but  two 
nestlings  were  transferred  to  a  nest  box  containing  eight  young  Blue  Tits 
and  were  successfully  reared  (mjc).  Ditton  Common,  a  pair  excavated  a 
nest  hole,  but  abandoned  it  (wri).  Family  parties  were  reported  in  June 
or  July  at  Ashtead  Common  (dp),  Brooklands  (agc),  Burgh  Heath  (rhbf), 
Caterham  (rhbf),  Headley  Heath  (wri).  Pairs  reported  from  Banstead 
Woods,  two  (rhbf),  Bookham  Common,  four  (gb),  Caterham,  two  (igm), 
near  Oxshott  (wri)  and  Selsdon  Wood  (igm). 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  c.  six  on  Nov.  16th  and  Dec.  30th  (rsh). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  on  Nov.  25th  (rfs,  jpw). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  and  a  female  on  Oct.  18th  (mf). 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Nov.  14th,  15th  and  22nd,  eight  on  Dec.  17th  and  six 
on  the  19th  (rmrg). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  two  on  Oct.  18th  (drg).  Swanscombe,  six  during 
December  (rvw). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  only  one  bird  seen ;  a  nest  hole  was  built-up 
but  subsequently  it  was  taken  over  by  Blue  Tits  (epb).  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  from  June  29th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (DABd, 
rfs,  jpw). 

298  Tree  Creeper 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  on  Aug.  11th  and  Nov.  5th  (epb,  rsh). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  broods  seen,  possibly  from  one 
pair;  seen  in  every  month  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

299  Wren 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully;  five  singing  males  (epb). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  only  six  territories 
(ten  in  1969)  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  a  pair  feeding  young  on 
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Apr.  15th  (pjsn).  Southwark  Park,  a  pair  carrying  food  to  gardens  at  rear 
of  a  house  on  May  13th  (pjsn). 


302  Fieldfare 

Parties  of  up  to  430  frequently  reported  up  to  early  April.  No  spectacular 
hard  weather  movements  were  noted  although  there  were  reports  from 
several  localities  and  most  records  for  Inner  London  were  during  severe 
weather.  Single  late  birds  were  seen  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  May  5th 
(kes).  Barn  Hill,  Wembley,  on  May  19th  (jhw)  and  at  Copthall,  North 
Hendon  also  on  May  19th  (rah).  The  autumn  migration  was  on  a  larger 
scale  than  in  1969  especially  from  Oct.  20th  to  26th  when  reports  included 
760  flying  SW  at  Worcester  Park  S.F.  on  Oct.  21st  (res),  c.  1,000  at  Foots 
Cray  Meadows  on  Oct.  24th  (sjg)  and  c.  600  moving  WNW  at  Sevenoaks 
on  Oct.  26th  (jgh,  jmh).  On  Nov.  28th  there  were  2-3,000  at  Hartford  and 
Stone  Marshes  (sjg). 


303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  probably  eight  to  ten  pairs 
(epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  45  territories  (DABd,  rfs, 
jpw).  Great  Peter  Street,  Westminster,  a  pair  raised  young  from  nest  in 
creepers  (ghg). 

S  Inner  London:  Southwark  Park,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  May  14th  (pjsn). 

304  Redwing 

The  largest  number  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  400  -f-  on 
Feb.  21st  at  Hampstead  Heath,  but  numbers  in  the  Area  were  probably 
lower  than  for  Fieldfare,  and  most  had  left  by  the  end  of  March.  Local 
fluctuations  in  numbers  were  noted  during  the  cold  spells.  The  autumn 
passage  was  also  on  a  smaller  scale  than  for  Fieldfare. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

All  the  spring  records  in  the  periods  Apr.  15th  to  19th  and  Apr.  26th  to 
May  1st.  The  three  autumn  records  even  more  concentrated,  all  being  in 
the  period  Oct.  11th  to  14th. 

E  Roy  don,  three  males  on  Apr.  16th  (matr). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  female  on  Apr.  16th  and  26th  (jh,  kes).  Hampstead, 
a  female  at  Wildwood  Lodge  on  Oct.  1 1  th-1 3th  (rhk,  kes).  Mill  Hill,  a 
male  on  Apr.  15th  (ehw).  Osterley  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  17th  (dgh). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  female  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  1st  (jah,  ap). 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  on  Oct.  13th  and  14th  (pwb).  Dartford  Marshes, 
one  on  Apr.  19th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  and  a  female  on  Apr.  16th  (bwf),  a  male  on 
Oct.  11th  and  12th  (kco,  ndh).  Chessington  Park  Farm,  a  male  and  a 
female  on  Apr.  16th  and  a  female  on  Apr.  17th  and  18th  (sg).  Wey 
Manor  Farm,  a  male  on  May  1st  (mgg). 
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311  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  20th  to  May  15th,  but  all  reports  of  from  10  to 
30  birds  (the  maximum)  were  in  the  period  from  Apr.  9th  to  25th.  At  the 
beginning  of  May  a  pair  built  a  nest  at  Holmethorpe,  Surrey,  but  aban¬ 
doned  it  (rhbf).  The  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  14th  to  Nov.  1st, 
the  largest  numbers  at  one  locality  being  14  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug. 
11th  (caw)  and  eight  the  following  day  at  Dartford  Marshes  (sjg). 

317  Stonechat 

A  welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  breeding  or  suspected  of 
breeding,  of  which  details  below.  More  frequent  outside  the  breeding 
season  than  in  recent  years  with  maxima  of  eight  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on 
Dec.  16th  and  17th  (gde)  and  seven  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  October. 

E  Rainham,  a  pair  seen  on  a  factory  fence,  the  male  carrying  food  on  June 
27th  (kn). 

H  Hoddesdon,  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  at  Highfield  Wood  on  June  23rd  (mjb). 
K  Littlebrook,  a  pair  bred  (jhs). 

S  Epsom  Common,  a  pair  with  a  nest  with  four  young  on  July  5th;  as  a 
juvenile  was  also  present,  this  may  have  been  a  second  brood  (wri). 
Headley  Heath,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (ggc,  ckd). 

318  Whinchat 

Very  scarce  on  the  spring  passage.  Commoner  in  autumn,  but  one 
observer  commented  that  there  had  been  a  marked  decrease  this  year. 
Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  A  pair  with  four  fully  fledged  juveniles  at  Great  Parndon,  Essex,  on  July 
2nd  (mah,  hpm,  ts).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  in  June  (kn). 

320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  a  December  record  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  at  least  17  singing  males  (mkd,  bsms,  fr).  Hainault  Forest, 
one  singing  male  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  six  singing  males  on  May  31st 

(JTS). 

H  Northaw,  one  breeding  pair  (ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  male  on  Dec.  19th  (mjg,  dm). 

K  Hosey  Common,  one  on  July  5th  (khp).  Joydens  Wood,  one  on  June 
28th  (sjg). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  four  singing  males  on  June  6th  (dw).  Richmond  Park, 
one  pair  bred  successfully  (wri,  bam). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Probably  five  pairs  bred  and  six  other  pairs  present.  Birds  also  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  nine  other  localities.  Records  outside  the  breeding 
season  and  of  probable  passage  migrants  are  not  given. 

E  Barking,  one  pair  bred  and  two  other  males  present  (kb).  Beckton  Gas 
Works,  a  pair  on  June  13th  (cb).  Harlow  Riverway,  a  female  on  May  30th 
(tw).  Rainham,  one  seen  on  a  factory  fence  on  June  21st  (kn).  Stratford, 
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one  singing  on  a  demolition  site  from  May  21st  to  June  5th  (acp).  West 
Thurrock,  a  male  with  a  young  bird  seen  by  workmen,  full  description 
given  ( per  glcc,  erp).  West  Ham  Power  Stn.  one  pair  reared  two  young 
{per  BSMs). 

M  Brentford,  a  male  singing  on  a  building  site  on  May  12th,  13th  and  18th 
(rwg).  Park  Royal  industrial  estate,  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  28th,  May 
25th,  June  10th  and  21st,  but  no  other  bird  seen  (jhw).  Shepherds  Bush, 
a  male  on  May  15th  (dr).  Tottenham  Gas  Works,  two  singing  males  and 
a  female  on  May  12th  (mjt),  three  young  seen  July  1st.  Lebus  furniture 
factory,  Tottenham,  a  male  May  to  June  (bsms).  Inner  London:  Cripple- 
gate,  a  pair  and  two  unmated  males  from  Apr.  15th  to  the  end  of  July 
but  no  young  seen  (bsms). 

K  Littlebrook,  three  pairs,  one  of  which  definitely  bred  (jhs). 

S  Beddington  S.F./Croydon  Power  Station,  probably  two  pairs,  one  of  which 
is  known  to  have  bred  (kco).  Croydon,  a  pair  understood  to  be  present  at 
Cherry  Orchard  Road  by  East  Croydon  Station  in  June;  a  male  singing  in 
the  area  around  Croydon  Town  Hall  and  High  Street  in  June,  and  a 
different  bird  singing  at  St.  Michael’s  church  by  West  Croydon  Station 
also  in  June  (ndh,  kco). 

322  Nightingale 

Birds  were  reported  in  May  or  June  at  the  following  localities.  Some  may 
have  been  on  passage. 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  at  Fairmead  Bottom  in  May  (jf).  Hainault  Forest, 
four  singing  males  in  May  and  June  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  or  four  singing  on  May  16th  (gcg).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  several  pairs  bred  as  usual  (ehw). 

M  Stanmore,  one  on  May  30th  (ehw). 

K  Northfleet,  two  singing  on  May  8th  (rfs).  Orpington,  one  singing  on 
May  16th  (teb).  Pratts  Bottom,  one  on  May  22nd  (pmw).  Sundridge, 
one  on  June  20th;  Westerham,  one  in  May  (ss). 

S  Bookham  Common,  five  singing  during  the  spring  (gb).  Effingham  Com¬ 
mon,  one  singing  on  May  10th  (agc).  Forest  Green,  one  singing  on  May 
16th  (rp).  Headley  Heath,  two  seen  and  heard  on  June  6th  (ckd).  Juniper 
Top,  Mickleham,  two  seen  and  heard  on  June  27th  (ckd).  Near  Oxshott, 
six  singing  on  May  4th  and  16th  (wri,  kdgm).  White  Hill,  a  reliable 
report  of  a  nest  with  eggs  (rhbf). 

324  Bluethroat 

E  Rainham,  a  male  at  Berwick  Pond  on  Aug.  30th  was  almost  certainly  a 
White-spotted  (ph,  bsms,  djw,  jkw). 

325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London,  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  8-10  pairs  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  19  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Appears  to  be  increasing.  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  six  localities 
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in  Essex,  six  in  Herts.,  three  in  Middx.,  four  in  Kent  and  at  least  18  in 
Surrey. 

333  Reed  Warbler 

An  Inner  London  record  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  in  the  leafyard  on 
Sept.  15th  and  17th  (jpw). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  16th  and 
30th,  May  1st  and  19th  and  on  Aug.  24th  (DABd,  rfs). 

S  Inner  London :  Lavender  Dock,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (pjg). 

343  Blackcap 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Great  Parndon,  one  on  Nov.  7th,  Hornchurch,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (bsms). 

H  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  Nov.  14th  and  Dec.  20th  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  at  least  two  pairs,  juveniles  seen  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 
Regent’s  Park,  an  apparently  breeding  pair  on  May  3rd  (prh). 

K  Park  Langley  G.C.,  two  females  on  Dec.  16th  and  17th  (cc). 

S  Thorpe,  a  male  wintered  1969/70  in  Thorpe  village,  visiting  bird  tables, 
feeding  on  fat  etc.  and  one  on  Oct.  10th  (ghg).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male 
on  Dec.  16th  (ndh). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

ghg  reported  a  fall  on  Aug.  21st/22nd  when  there  were  c.  50  at  Thorpe, 
Surrey.  On  Aug.  24th  there  were  20+  at  Hayes  Common,  Kent  (jrt). 

347  Whitethroat 

Although  there  were  local  differences,  the  general  situation  was  of  a 
substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  compared  with  1969, 
but  numbers  still  well  below  the  1968  level. 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

If  the  records  received  are  a  fair  reflection  of  the  status  of  this  species  it 
must  be  considered  scarce.  Only  17  pairs  reported  and  a  few  additional 
singing  males. 

354  Willow  Warbler 

A  marked  influx  in  mid-April,  jgh  and  jmh  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  reported 
the  first  main  rush  on  Apr.  15/1 6th  and  on  the  same  dates  ndh  noted 
evidence  of  a  large  fall  at  Crystal  Palace  Park  with  c.  30  around  the  lake 
alone  and  tmr  saw  70+  at  Croydon  Bethlehem  Hospital.  Numbers  were 
high  over  the  next  few  days  and  there  was  a  further  fall  about  the 
23rd/24th  April. 
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355  Chiffchaff 

Outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  one  at  Woolwich,  Kent,  on  Feb. 
15th  (pjg)  and  several  records  of  one  or  two  in  November  and  December 
from  Broxbourne  G.P.  and  Rye  Meads  in  Herts.,  Ruxley  in  Kent  and 
Beddington  and  Thorpe  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London  single  males  sang  in 
the  breeding  season  in  Holland  Park  (epb),  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens 
(DABd,  rfs,  jpw)  and  Regent’s  Park  (rcg)  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 

s 

breeding. 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Only  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred,  at  Kingwood  (rhbf)  and  Pebble 
Coombe  (cdk)  in  Surrey.  As  usual  it  is  difficult  to  separate  passage  birds 
from  those  holding  territories,  but  birds  were  noted  in  June  or  the  first  half 
of  July  at  Epping  Forest  (two  males)  and  Thorndon  Park  in  Essex,  Hamp¬ 
stead  Heath  in  Middx,  at  Chevening  Park  and  Toys  Hill  in  Kent  and  at 
Headley  Heath,  High  Chart,  Limpsfield  Chart  and  Norbury  Park  in  Surrey. 
There  were  two  records  for  Inner  London,  one  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr. 
20th  (ch)  and  one  in  Warwick  Square,  Westminster,  on  May  12th  (jms). 

364  Goldcrest 

From  the  information  received  it  is  not  possible  to  assess  the  breeding 
status,  dkc  found  six  breeding  pairs  within  one  mile  of  his  house  at 
Chorleywood,  Herts,  and  several  pairs  bred  in  Kew  Gardens,  Surrey,  (lb), 
yet  not  one  breeding  record  w'as  received  for  Kent. 

365  Firecrest 

E  Walthamstow'  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (ag,  jf,  jce). 

M  Perivale  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (id).  Kenwood,  two  on  Oct.  26th  (kvt). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (jah,  rem,  lep).  Inner  London :  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens  singles  on  Mar.  31st  and  Apr.  16th  (DABd, 
jpw). 

K  Hartley,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (dla).  Chevening-Knockholt,  one  on  Apr.  14th 
and  15th  (rho).  Park  Langley  G.C.,  two  on  Nov.  19th  (cc). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Six  observers  reported  a  reduction  in  breeding  numbers  or  absence  from 
former  breeding  localities.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park /Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Green  Park,  a 
pair  with  two  or  three  young  on  Aug.  11th  (swv). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Singles  reported  from  eight  localities  during  the  period  Apr.  17th  to  May 
3rd  in  spring.  One  or  two  at  eleven  localities  from  Aug.  3rd  to  Oct.  3rd 
in  autumn.  In  addition  a  very  late  bird  seen  feeding  on  the  allotments  by 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey*  on  Dec.  6th  was  well  described  by  st. 
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371  Hedge  Sparrow 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  common,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  33  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

North  of  the  Thames  breeding  only  reported  from  the  Staines  area  and 
Shepperton.  The  only  breeding  record  for  Kent  came  from  Dartford 
Marshes,  but  probably  at  least  40  pairs  in  Surrey.  Substantial  flocks  were 
noted  in  the  first  week  of  April:  100+  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent  on  the  1st  (jgh, 
jmh),  a  large  fall  of  c.  200  at  Osterley  Park,  Middx,  on  the  2nd,  150  + 
passing  NW  at  Thorpe,  Surrey  on  Apr.  4th  (ghg)  and  60  at  Hyde  Park 
on  the  7th  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  The  autumn  movements  were  protracted,  but 
220  flew  S  in  two  hours  at  Worcester  Park  S.F.  on  Sept.  16th  (res)  and  145 
SW  in  2\  hours  at  Thorpe  on  Oct.  24th  (ghg). 

374  Richard’s  Pipit 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Oct.  23rd  and  24th,  one  of  which  remained  until 
Oct.  26th  (jd,  ndh,  kco  et  al.).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Commonest  as  a  breeding  species  in  Surrey  where  there  were  records  from 
most  suitable  localities,  although  its  absence  was  noted  at  Richmond  Park 
(bam).  Less  information  from  the  other  counties,  gmc  stated  it  was  less 
common  than  in  recent  years  at  Shoreham,  Kent. 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

In  the  Thames  Marshes  the  maximum  was  c.  40  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex, 
on  Jan.  24th  (kn).  Inland,  reported  from  reservoirs  and  sewage  farms  up 
to  Apr.  9th  and  from  Sept.  30th,  but  not  more  than  four  at  any  locality. 
Two  Inner  London  records,  one  feeding  at  the  edge  of  the  drained  Round 
Pond  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan.  5th  (jpw),  and  one  at  Lavender  Dock, 
Surrey,  on  Oct.  26th  (pjg). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (jce).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on 
four  dates  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  one  on  Nov.  5th  (kn).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  (jf). 

H  Colne  and  Gade  valleys  from  West  Hyde  to  Cassiobury  Park,  one  or  two 
at  several  sites  up  to  Apr.  5th;  up  to  four  Nov.  8th  to  end  of  year  (dkc., 
jgm,  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  (ap)  and  Nov.  7th  (igj).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Nov.  1st  (ap,  TJLe).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  5th  (apg,  cww). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  up  to  Apr.  18th,  maximum  nine  (mo);  present 
again  from  Oct.  18th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  maximum  six  on  a  number  of 
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dates  from  Oct.  29th  (kco  et  al.).  Hersham  S.F.,  up  to  three  until  May  1st 
(mc,  co,  dp  et  al). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  reported  Apr.  10th  to  May  7th  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  present  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (DABd,  rfs. 
jpw).  Shell-Mex  House,  Strand,  a  pair  bred  at  the  foot  of  a  ventilator  (sc), 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  3rd,  4th  and  11th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh. 

seven  on  Apr.  18th,  three  on  Apr.  25th  and  one  on  May  8th  (kb,  kn). 

H  Chess  valley,  one  on  May  16th;  Hampermill,  two  on  Mar.  31st  (dkc). 

M  Colnbrook,  one  on  May  2nd  (ap).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  Apr.  23rd,  two 
Apr.  26th,  one  May  1st,  2nd  and  5th  (frc,  jrh,  ap).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
two  on  Apr.  25th  (jeh).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (jah). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  May  5th  (rvw).  Sevenoaks  two  May  4th,  one  May 
28th  (jgh,  jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  18th  (ndh). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  a  female  feeding  juveniles  from  May  19th  to  22nd  (tjl). 
H  Chorleywood,  two  pairs  bred  in  the  Chess  valley.  Stocker's  Lake,  a  pair 
on  June  28th  (dkc). 

M  Hampton  Court,  a  pair  on  May  22nd  (wri). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  bred  (ndh).  Ewell,  one  pair  bred  (rg).  God- 
stone  S.F.,  present  and  apparently  breeding  (rfd).  Kingston,  a  pair  bred 
in  a  drainage  pipe  by  the  Hogsmill  river  (wri).  Leatherhead,  a  pair  bred 
(rg).  Molesey  Lock,  a  female  carrying  food  to  a  hole  in  the  lock  wall  on 
June  16th  (pbl).  Thorpe,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (ghg). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  numbers  appear  to  have  been  well  maintained.  Breeding  records 
for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

S  Inner  London:  near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  two  pairs  nested  on  an  area  of  waste 
ground,  and  two  juveniles  were  reared  successfully  (lwc,  ghg),  see  note 
on  page  92.  Lavender  Dock,  the  presence  of  several  juveniles  at  the 
beginning  of  August  in  suitable  habitat  strongly  suggested  that  breeding 
had  taken  place  (pjg). 

383  Waxwing 

Invasions  in  both  winter  periods;  first  dates  Jan.  11th  and  Oct.  24th 
respectively. 

E  Chingford,  up  to  six  from  Dec.  17th  to  24th  (kb,  pfcr,  pjv).  Great 
Parndon,  four  or  five  Mar.  1st  to  11th;  one  was  shot  (mah).  Epping,  five 
on  Oct.  24th  (efe).  Harlow,  one  Jan.  27th  to  Feb.  6th  (mah,  hpm);  one 
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killed  by  hitting  a  window  in  mid-Nov.  (gt),  one  Nov.  24th  and  25th 
(mah),  eight  on  Dec.  18th  and  5-6  Dec.  21st  and  31st  (bmeu).  Romford, 
two  on  Dec.  20th  (rh).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (jvg). 

H  Cuffley,  up  to  seven  on  Dec.  20th,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (js,  bw).  Watford, 
two  on  Nov.  7th  (jdm). 

M  Enfield,  one  on  Dec.  7th/8th  (esc). 

K  Kemsing,  one  Jan.  21st  to  27th  and  Feb.  1st  to  19th,  three  on  Feb.  28th  and 
four  on  Mar.  7th  and  26th  (jgh,  jmh,  prp).  Otford,  c.  40  Dec.  20th  and 
21st,  30  Dec.  26th  (jgh,  jmh).  Toys  Hill,  three  on  Dec.  3rd  (jgh,  jmh). 
Westerham,  c.  60  on  Dec.  1 8th  (jl). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (sdh).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Dec.  14th 
and  15th  (jd,  ndh,  kco).  Fetcham  village,  one  on  Feb.  17th  and  18th 
(agc).  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  35  in  December  (igm,  hmk  et «/.).  Walton- 
on-Thames,  one  Mar.  10th  to  17th  (ghg).  West  Molesey,  up  to  four 
February  to  Apr.  26th  (drr). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Barking  Power  Station,  one  on  Dec.  5th  (pjg).  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on 
Nov.  13th  (kn).  Harlow,  one  on  Nov.  1st  (DGr).  Latton  Park,  one  on 
Nov.  15th  (tw). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  (ja). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Oct.  11th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (amh,  ndh, 
kco).  Crockham  Hill,  Limpsfield,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (tel).  Richmond 
Park,  one  on  several  dates  from  Nov.  7th  to  24th  (jHg,  sg,  bam).  Wimble¬ 
don  Common,  one  on  Nov.  15th  and  22nd  may  have  been  the  one  seen  in 
Richmond  Park  (ra,  ajc). 

386  Woodchat  Shrike 

S  Oxshott,  one  in  observers’  garden  on  June  8th  (rchs,  crh).  Accepted  by 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

One  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season.  Passage  birds  seen  at 
Cassiobury  Park,  Herts.,  one  on  Aug.  18th  and  19th  (krj,  jdm),  and  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (TJLe). 

389  Starling 

During  severe  weather,  c.  2,000  flew  NW  in  45  minutes  at  Worcester  Park 
on  Feb.  13th  (res).  Main  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  22nd  to  Nov.  16th, 
numbers  of  1,000  or  more  being  reported  on  Oct.  23rd,  24th  and  29th  and 
Nov.  4th,  5th  and  6th. 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  reported  at  Epping  Forest  in  Essex  (mje),  Chorleywood  in  Herts. 
(dkc)  and  Kew  Gardens  in  Surrey  (lb),  one  pair  at  each.  Also  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  Great  Parndon  in  Essex,  Otford  in  Kent  and 
Woldingham  and  Juniper  Top  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London,  two  or  three 
were  seen  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan.  2nd  (ch). 
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392  Greenfinch 

One  observer  stated  that  reports  from  Reigate  and  Ashtead  suggested  a 
decline  in  numbers.  However,  438  birds  were  colour-ringed  in  a  small 
garden  at  Potters  Bar  in  the  1969/70  winter  (jpw),  and  dkc  estimated  the 
number  feeding  in  a  cabbage/sorrel  weed  field  at  Chorleywood,  Herts.,  on 
Dec.  23rd  as  1,500-2,000.  In  Inner  London  24  pairs  bred  in  Kensington 
Gardens  and  seven  in  Hyde  Park  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

393  Goldfinch 

No  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  received. 

394  Siskin 

Numerous  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  A  flock  of  2-300  was  concentrated  in 
a  small  area  of  alders  and  larches  at  French  Street  (Kent)  during  November 
and  December  (rvw);  although  regular  in  previous  winters  at  this  site,  up 
to  60  is  the  usual  maximum.  Other  large  numbers  were  c.  300  at  Waltham 
Abbey  in  late  February  and  early  March,  and  up  to  50  elsewhere  in  spring; 
at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  80  at  Harefield  Moor  on  Dec.  16th  (dkc), 
but  parties  of  35  to  60  were  seen  at  four  other  localities. 
ghg  was  again  very  successful  in  attracting  them  to  his  bird-table  at 
Weybridge  and  although  the  largest  number  in  one  day  was  123  on  Mar. 
12th,  he  ringed  a  total  of  451  during  the  year. 

395  Linnet 

A  vast  flock  estimated  at  2,500  to  3,000  feeding  in  a  cabbage  field  at 
Chorleywood,  Herts.,  on  Dec.  23rd  (dkc);  (see  also  Greenfinch). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Jan.  3rd  and  Feb.  3rd,  eight  on  Feb.  10th,  and 
30  on  Feb.  13th  (kn). 

397  Lesser  Redpoll 

Records  indicative  of  breeding  north  of  the  Thames  are  given.  Wide¬ 
spread  breeding  species  south  of  the  Thames,  gfig  estimated  that  flocks 
in  the  Weybridge  area  in  early  March  totalled  6,000  birds. 

E  Epping  Forest,  three  pairs  May  to  June  (mkd).  Hainault  Forest,  five  pairs 
displaying  in  June — obviously  breeding  (mkd).  Latton  Park,  c.  five  pairs 
on  June  12th  (dc,  mah). 

FI  Arkley,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Broxbourne  Wood,  a  few7  on  May  16th 
(gcg).  Cassiobury  Park,  bred — odd  pairs  (jdm).  Chorleywood,  common 
breeding  bird  10+  pairs  (dkc).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  displaying 
on  May  16th  (gcg). 

M  Golders  Hill  Park,  two  in  song  flight  on  July  7th;  Hampstead  Heath,  at 
least  one  pair  bred  (hhor);  Osterley  Park,  up  to  six  singing  Apr.  19th  to 
May  9th  (gcg).  Stanmore  Common,  two  pairs  bred  (ehw). 

401  Bullfinch 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  a  pair  throughout  the  year;  a  juvenile  seen 
on  Aug.  12th  (epb,  rsh).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred 
rearing  up  to  three  juveniles  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw).  Regent’s  Park,  three  on 
Apr.  10th  and  one  on  Apr.  16th  (ch). 

404  Crossbill 

S  Banstead,  up  to  four  on  several  dates  from  Sept.  17th  to  Dec.  18th  at  Nork 
Way  (EMFr).  Happy  Valley,  near  Box  Hill  50-60  early  in  the  year  during 
snow  (dp,  gm).  St.  George’s  Hill,  seven  on  Sept.  2nd  (ghg). 

407  Chaffinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  19  territories  (DABd,  rfs,  jpw). 

408  Brambling 

Frequently  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  peak  counts  3-400 
at  Dartford  Marshes  during  January  (drg),  and  140  at  Rainham  Marsh 
(kn),  200  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg),  50  at  Swanscombe  and  100  at  Belvedere 
(rvw)  in  February.  During  March  severe  weather  accounted  for  200  at 
Swanscombe  (rvw)  and  500  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  7th/8th,  and  later  in  the 
month  there  were  450  at  Rainham  Marsh  (kn)  and  100  at  Dartford 
Marshes  on  the  14th  (sjg),  70  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  the  19th  (ap)  and 
c.  150  at  Walton  Res.  on  22nd  and  29th  (hrg).  Only  small  numbers  were 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

409  Yellowhammer 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  or  two  on  four  dates 
in  March;  more  records  than  for  many  years  (DABd). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  three  localities  in  Essex,  four  in 
Herts.,  three  in  Middx.,  three  in  Kent  and  one  in  Surrey.  Records  of 
large  numbers  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  c.  100  on  Feb.  21st  (kn). 

S  Weybridge,  a  roost  of  from  80  to  1 50  in  reeds  at  Ham  Moor  Marsh  from 
January  to  early  April  (agc,  jgt). 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

S  Juniper  Top,  a  male  heard  singing  on  July  30th  (mkd). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  a  female  on  Mar.  6th  and 
singles  on  four  dates  in  October  (DABd). 

S  Inner  London:  Lavender  Dock,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (pjg). 
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423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  3rd  (kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  W  during  hard  weather  on  Jan.  7th  (ap);  a  female 
on  Dec.  11th  (lep).  « 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (dg,  pbl). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

s 

A  flock  estimated  at  2,000  feeding  in  a  cabbage/sorrel  seed  field  at 
Chorleywood,  Herts.,  on  Dec.  30th  (dkc). 

The  following  species  were  also  seen  regularly  in  the  Area  but  the  records  received 
gave  a  very  incomplete  picture,  and  thus  did  not  warrant  inclusion  in  the 
systematic  list: 

118  Pheasant;  198  Great  Black-backed  Gull;  201  Common  Gull;  288  Great  Tit; 
308  Blackbird;  424  House  Sparrow. 

Additions  and  Corrections  to  The  London  Bird 
Report  for  1969 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

K  Sevenoaks,  nine  pairs  during  the  breeding  season  (kbr). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  22nd  (jgh,  jmh). 

30  Heron 

M  Kempton  Park,  18  pairs  bred  (mw). 

55  Scaup 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  first-year  drake  on  Dec.  13th  (jgh,  jmh). 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

S  Godstone  Pond,  a  drake  on  Jan.  11th  (kco)  and  13th  (bwf). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

S  Correction.  The  bird  at  Molesey  Res.  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  year  (sbr). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

S  Correction.  The  records  were  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  not  Island  Barn  Res.  as 
stated. 

64  Scoter 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  immature  female  on  July  7th/8th  (jgh,  jmh). 

70  Goosander 

K  Sevenoaks,  up  to  four  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  one  on  Apr.  9th 
(kbr). 

71  Smew 

K  Singles  at  Sevenoaks  and  Sutton-at-Hone  on  Jan.  12th  (kbr). 

75  Grey  Lag  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  feral  birds  raised  three  broods  totalling  13  young,  and  the  flock 
reached  a  peak  of  57  during  September  (jgh,  jmh). 

78a  Bean  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  feral  bird  arrived  on  May  2nd  and  stayed  for  the  rest  of  the 
year  (jgh,  jmh). 
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81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  from  June  28th  to  Sept.  1 8th  (jgh,  jmh).  Correction.  The 
bird  reported  at  Otford  remained  in  the  area  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

93  Sparrowhawk 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (ret). 

103  Osprey 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  3rd/4th  (kbr). 

140  Golden  Plover 

S  Correction.  The  flock  of  28  on  Feb.  4th  at  Beddington  S.F.  were  flying 
N  not  S,  and  the  observer  was  irb  not  brs. 

181  Sanderling 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (jgh,  jmh). 

185  Avocet 

K  Sevenoaks,  11  on  Mar.  16th  flew  off  NE  (kbr). 

207  Little  Gull 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  immature  from  July  4th  to  6th  (jgh,  jmh). 

217  Common  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  to  six  daily  from  July  1st  to  15th,  with  20  on  4th;  three  on 
July  25th.  One  flew  W  on  Sept.  14th  (kbr). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  May  27th  (flying  E)  and  July  4th  (kbr). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  2nd  (jgh,  jmh). 

232  Stock  Dove 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  present  during  summer,  a  juvenile  with  an  adult  on 
May  8th  (kes,  PDn). 

Collared  Dove 

S  Correction.  The  entry  should  read  ‘a  type  of  canker  in  pigeons’. 

237  Cuckoo 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (jgh,  jmh). 

274  Swallow 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  for  the  first  time  at  this  locality  since 
1952  (kes). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  pair  on  Apr.  26th  (PDn). 

321  Black  Redstart 

M  Tottenham  gas  works,  two  pairs  raised  at  least  six  young  to  flying  stage. 
Edmonton,  Deephams  incineration  plant,  a  male  on  May  15th.  Inner 
London :  single  pairs  at  Cripplegate,  Gough  Square  near  Fleet  Street,  and 
Marylebone  railway  yard,  all  raised  young  successfully  (bsms). 

S  Inner  London :  Peckham,  three  males  singing  during  the  summer  on  a  large 
area  cleared  for  building  redevelopment,  but  no  further  evidence  of 
breeding  (MAHh). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  One  or  two  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Broxbourne  Woods, 
Highfield  Wood,  Stanborough  Reed  Marsh  and  Hatfield  Park  (twg). 
Two  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  in  May  (rmrg). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  singing  on  May  9th  (jgh,  jmh). 
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365  Firecrest 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  singles  on  Feb.  8th  and  May  18th  (pdd). 

391  Hawfinch 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  May  31st  (PDn). 

Additions  and  Corrections  to  The  London  Bird 
Report  for  1968 

85  Whooper  Swan 

M  Correction.  The  three  adults  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Dec.  12th  were 
captive  birds  (kes). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

H  Cockfosters,  display  seen  and  hunger  calls  of  young  heard  during  the 
summer  (dwn). 

Visible  and  radar  observations  of  gulls  in  the  Staines  area;  a  correction 
In  the  course  of  his  first  analysis  of  the  results  of  the  1968-1969  winter 
survey  of  gulls  roosting  in  the  London  Area,  Bryan  Sage  ( L.B.R .  33:67-80) 
originally  misinterpreted  the  numerous  records  supplied  by  indicating  that 
the  majority  of  gulls  visiting  the  Staines  reservoirs  came  from  the  direction 
of  Heathrow  Airport,  whereas  in  point  of  fact  they  came  down  the  Thames 
Valley  from  the  west.  This  misinterpretation  was  corrected  when  a  draft  of 
the  paper  was  circulated  before  publication,  except  that  a  comment  about  an 
apparent  discrepancy  between  ground  and  radar  observations  starting  at  the 
foot  of  page  79  should  have  been  omitted.  Meanwhile,  when  the  draft  was 
shown  to  the  ornithological  witness  employed  by  the  Essex  County  Council, 
Dr.  G.  W.  Schaefer,  before  the  Stage  II  local  hearing  by  the  Commission  on 
the  Third  London  Airport  into  the  suitability  of  Foulness  as  an  airpoit 
site,  he  concluded  from  this  misinterpretation  that  a  comparable  hazard  to 
aircraft  was  presented  by  gulls  at  Heathrow  and  Foulness.  In  view  of  this,  I 
submitted  a  fuller  account  of  investigations  at  Heathrow  in  evidence  on 
behalf  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds,  and  this  material 
can  be  found  in  the  Papers  and  Proceedings  of  the  Commission  on  the  Third 
London  Airport,  3:49-58,  230-233  and  341-251. 

Dr.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne,  University  of  Aberdeen,  Tillydrone  Avenue,  Aberdeen, 
AB9  2TN. 

Birds  of  Rainham  Marsh 

Keith  Noble 

INTRODUCTION 

Up  to  1959  the  bird  population  to  be  found  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  was  rather 
sparse  and  uninteresting,  and  in  this  respect  was  similar  to  other  remnant  Thames 
marsh  areas  between  London  and  Tilbury.  In  these  earlier  years,  however,  it 
had  attracted  attention  as  the  first  breeding  site  of  Shelduck  in  the  London  area 
in  1954  and  a  Crane  was  seen  there  in  July  1957.  Apart  from  these  highlights 
Rainham  Marsh  registered  normally  only  a  few  entries  in  the  London  Bird  Reports 
as  the  breeding  place  of  Whinchats  and  Meadow  Pipits,  and  as  an  autumn  haunt 
of  Green  Sandpipers  and  occasional  Greenshank  or  Whimbrel. 
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Man-made  habitat  changes  since  this  time  have  unintentionally  transformed 
the  area  into  one  of  the  most  attractive  sites  for  waders  and  duck  in  the  London 
area.  In  1959  the  Port  of  London  Authority  started  to  dispose  of  Thames- 
dredged  mud  on  Rainham  Marsh,  turning  part  of  the  wet  pastureland  into  an 
excellent  habitat  for  waders.  About  ten  years  later  the  Rainham  shoreline,  like 
other  stretches  of  the  Thames  below  London  (Grant  1970,  Hemmings  1970), 
began  to  attract  large  numbers  of  duck  and  waders  in  the  winter  months  as  a 
result  of  a  cleaner  river,  the  product  of  timely  pollution  controls  undertaken  by 
the  P.L.A. 

This  paper  describes  the  chief  features  of  the  area,  and  the  effect  of  these  recent 
habitat  developments  on  the  bird  population.  A  systematic  list  is  included  to 
document  the  status  of  species  in  this  unique  urban  habitat  between  1959  and 
1970. 

THE  MARSH 

Rainham  Marsh  (here  considered  to  include  Aveley  and  Wennington  Marshes) 
lies  about  ten  miles  east  of  the  centre  of  London  (St.  Paul’s)  on  the  north  side  of 
the  River  Thames.  The  area  studied,  shown  on  the  accompanying  map  (figure  1 ), 
is  between  the  London  to  Tilbury  railway  line  and  the  River  Thames,  with  Ferry 
Lane  and  the  Mar  Dyke  forming  its  shorter  boundaries. 

The  largest  part  of  the  Marsh  is  still,  as  it  has  been  for  centuries,  low-lying 
pasture  cut  by  a  network  of  small  channels  draining  into  the  Thames.  There  are 
rifle  ranges  at  each  end  of  the  area,  but  the  land  shot  over  is  little  different  from 
the  section  between,  and  is  similarly  grazed  by  sheep  and  cattle.  Skylarks  and 
Meadow  Pipits  are  typical  birds  here.  Reed  Buntings,  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers 
and  a  couple  of  pairs  of  Whinchats,  nest  in  the  taller  vegetation  along  the  drains, 
and  finches  and  buntings  flock  outside  the  breeding  season.  Kestrels  frequently 
hunt  across  this  area  and  Short-eared  Owls  are  seen  in  most  years. 

For  rather  more  than  a  decade  the  Port  of  London  Authority  has  pumped 
mud,  dredged  from  the  River  Thames  and  its  docks,  onto  the  central  part  of  the 
Marsh,  and  the  succession  of  habitats  thus  created  has  greatly  enhanced  Rain- 
ham’s  ornithological  interest.  The  area  marked  A  on  the  map  was  the  first  to 
be  treated,  its  preparation  being  marked  by  a  distinct  increase  in  the  number  of 
records  from  Rainham  in  th e  London  Bird  Report  for  1959,  over  those  for  previous 
years.  These  included  Black-tailed  Godwit,  Spotted  Redshank  and  Temminck’s 
Stint.  By  1962  J.  H.  Brock  (1962)  could  report  22  wader  species,  a  variety  of 
duck,  and  London’s  first  Spoonbill  since  1900.  Since  that  article  and  the  entry 
based  on  it  in  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (LNHS  1964),  mud  has  been  pumped 
onto  other  sections  of  the  Marsh,  first  onto  the  part  marked  B  on  the  map,  and 
then,  from  1968,  onto  those  parts  marked  1  to  7,  which  are  numbered  in  order 
of  their  creation.  As  work  has  progressed,  areas  in  different  stages  of  treatment 
have  existed  alongside  each  other,  so  that  it  has  been  possible  to  see  at  one  time 
the  different  bird  populations  of  each  successive  state.  Also,  as  one  attractive 
part  has  degenerated,  another  has  usually  come  into  condition  to  take  its  place. 
Thus  this  area  has  held  a  continuous  attraction  in  recent  years,  and  there  have 
been  few  of  the  ‘dead’  periods  which  lost  the  Marsh  some  favour  during  the 
mid-1960s,  when  A  and  B  were  drying  out. 

To  prepare  a  site  to  receive  the  pumped  mud,  bulldozers  and  other  earth- 
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Fig.  1.  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex.  A  sketch  map  showing  main  sites  and  habitats 
as  they  appeared  during  1970.  Scale:  c.2^1  mile.  Drawn  by  K.  Noble. 
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moving  equipment  take  off  the  vegetation  and  soil  of  the  Marsh  and  pile  it  to 
form  high-banked  ‘reservoirs’.  At  first  (in  the  period  between  completion  of 
the  ‘reservoir’  and  infilling  with  mud)  the  exposed  clay  has  little  attraction  for 
birds,  but  as  pools  form  and  plants  return,  a  freshwater  marsh  develops.  In  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  1970,  the  area  numbered  7  on  the  map  was  in  this  con¬ 
dition.  Shallow  pools  with  soft  edges,  or  borders  of  grass  and  rushes,  were 
particularly  attractive  to  Teal,  Garganey,  Greenshank  and  Wood  Sandpiper. 
Goldfinches  flocked  on  the  thistles  that  covered  the  banks.  In  winter  the  pools 
became  deeper  and  more  suitable  for  duck. 

The  other  sections  have  all  been  filled  with  mud,  number  6  most  recently; 
number  1  was  being  topped  up  at  the  end  of  1970.  Slurry  travels  from  a 
pumpship  in  the  River,  through  a  pipe  to  the  embanked  area.  Barriers  of 
brushwood  bundles  across  the  narrow  outlets  at  each  end  of  the  ‘reservoirs’ 
contain  the  mud,  but  water  filters  through  to  the  surrounding  ditches  and  so  back 
to  the  Thames.  While  pumping  is  in  progress  and  for  some  time  afterwards  the 
settling  mud  is  covered  by  a  layer  of  water,  and  duck  occur.  As  the  water 
drains  off  a  mud  flat  is  exposed,  the  condition  of  numbers  4  and  5  at  the  end  of 
1970,  and  this  is  the  preferred  habitat  of  waders,  with  Dunlin  and  Ringed  Plover 
the  commonest  among  them.  On  rather  drier  areas  the  highest  numbers  of 
Common  Sandpipers  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers,  in  July  and  August,  are  scattered 
inconspicuously  where  the  surface  layer  has  split  into  blocks :  the  cracks  between 
show  soft  mud  below  the  crust  and  wagtails,  pipits  and  Skylarks  also  favour 
this  type  of  ground.  At  the  pipe  outlets  patches  of  shingle  and  other  matter  too 
heavy  to  spread  further  provide  breeding  sites  for  Ringed  Plovers. 

The  drying  mud  is  soon  invaded,  from  the  edges,  by  Sea  Aster  and  other  plants. 
During  1970  number  3  had  a  light  growth  and  number  2  was  well  covered, 
approaching  the  condition  of  the  older  beds  A  and  B,  where  the  weeds  grow 
thick  and  tall,  and  a  few  bushes  including  Sallow  and  Buddleia  have  appeared. 
Meadow  Pipits,  Yellow  Wagtails  and  Reed  Buntings  breed  here,  and  in  winter 
the  seed  crop  is  attractive  to  finches,  most  notably  large  flocks  of  Bramblings  and 
a  few  Twite.  It  will  still  be  many  years  before  even  these  older  areas  dry  out 
completely,  and  wet  weather  can  still  produce  marsh  conditions,  as  in  January 
1970  when  thawed  snow  on  area  A  attracted  1,000  Teal  and  many  Snipe.  When 
the  mud  is  finally  consolidated,  building  development  may  follow,  but  I  under¬ 
stand  that  no  firm  plan  has  yet  been  decided  upon.  It  seems  likely  that  the 
P.L.A.  will  start  new  pumping  operations  on  the  land  to  the  south-east  of  its 
present  workings  once  these  reach  completion,  and  if  so  the  Marsh’s  most 
interesting  bird  habitat  has  years  of  life  yet. 

The  factory  area  and  the  rubbish  tip  must  be  the  least  watched  parts  of  the 
Marsh,  but  they  have  their  points  of  interest.  In  1969  and  1970  a  pair  of 
Stonechats  bred  on  land  inside  a  factory  fence,  and  Black  Redstarts  have 
occasionally  been  seen.  Kestrels  regularly  fly  about  the  top  of  one  building  and 
almost  certainly  breed.  The  rubbish  tip  for  most  of  the  year  is  a  feeding  place 
for  gulls,  their  numbers  sometimes  running  into  many  thousands.  Glaucous 
Gulls  and  a  Mediterranean  Gull  have  been  seen  among  them.  Finch  flocks, 
where  plants  have  returned,  and  the  odd  Hooded  Crow  wintering  in  the  heart  of 
the  tip,  are  also  worth  looking  for.  Where  the  land  raised  by  dumpings  drops 
away  to  pasture  and  saltings  some  of  the  Marsh’s  few  bushes  provide  perches  for 


60 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No  .35  FOR  1970 


many  small  birds.  Rabbit  burrows  here  are  probably  the  nesting  site  of  the  one 
or  two  pairs  of  Shelduck  that  breed  in  the  area. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  numbers  of  duck  and  waders  wintering  along  the 
Thames  at  Rainham  have  increased  considerably.  Whereas  in  the  early  1960s 
J.  H.  Brock  (1962)  reported  pollution,  disturbance  and  few  birds,  there  are  now 
hundreds  of  Shelduck  and  a  thousand  or  more  Dunlin  regularly  present  between 
November  and  March.  Wigeon  and  Redshank  numbers  may  both  exceed  100, 
with  a  few  Scaup  perhaps  the  most  interesting  among  a  variety  of  other  species. 
All  these  birds  prefer  the  stretch  of  river  between  the  eastern  end  of  the  rubbish 
tip  and  the  Mar  Dyke.  At  high  tide  they  may  come  up  on  the  grass  here  or 
further  down  river.  There  is  also  movement  between  the  shore  and  the  mud 
‘reservoirs'  on  the  Marsh,  and  waders  also  like  the  small  pools  just  inside  the 
river  wall.  In  the  breeding  season  the  rough  vegetation  of  the  saltings  holds  a 
few  pairs  of  Redshank,  and  there  are  warblers  in  the  two  reed  beds.  Terns  and 
other  seabirds  are  worth  looking  for  in  the  autumn.  It  appears  that  they  follow 
food  up  river  on  a  rising  tide  and  leave  again  as  it  falls  (see  note  on  page  92). 

The  stretch  of  river  between  the  saltings  and  Coldharbour  Point  holds  little 
more  than  gulls,  but  some  waders  join  them  on  the  bay  to  the  north  of  the  Point, 
and  along  the  shore  between  the  pumpship  and  the  factories.  This  shoreline  has 
been  the  chief  habitat  of  up  to  four  Common  Sandpipers  in  recent  winters. 

ACCESS 

The  usual  route  to  the  Marsh  is  by  Ferry  Lane  and  the  road  leading  to  the 
rubbish  tip.  The  road  becomes  private  when  it  reaches  the  tip.  The  pumping 
areas  have  notices  warning  visitors  to  keep  off  the  deep  mud,  but  the  banks  are 
quite  safe,  and  everything  can  be  seen  from  them.  The  river  wall  from  the 
factories  to  Coldharbour  Point  is  a  public  right  of  way.  The  other  stretch  may 
be  reached  from  the  Point  by  crossing  the  rubbish  tip,  or  more  simply  from  the 
road,  leaving  it  where  it  enters  the  rubbish  tip  and  following  the  edge  of  the 
pasture. 

BIRDS  OF  RAINHAM  MARSH  1959-1970 

All  records  of  interest  from  the  area  between  1959  and  1970  are  summarised 
here.  In  addition  to  my  own  observations,  sporadic  before  the  summer  of  1968 
but  regular  since,  I  have  drawn  from  the  London  Bird  Reports  for  the  years  up  to 
1969.  I  have  also  had  considerable  help  from  K.  Barrett  and  R.  E.  Turley. 

grebes:  A  pair  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  nested  before  1962  and  up  to  ten  were 
present  during  the  1961  summer,  but  recently  they  have  been  only  occasional. 
A  Slavonian  was  seen  on  Dec.  1st,  1968  and  a  Black-necked  on  Oct.  1st,  1969. 
Three  pairs  of  Little  Grebes  bred  in  1962,  and  one  or  two  pairs,  in  drainage 
channels,  in  1963,  1968  and  1970. 

Cormorant:  Singles  in  August  1962,  and  September  and  October  1970. 

Heron:  A  few  at  most  times  of  the  year  and  a  build-up  in  early  autumn,  for 
example  58  in  July  1961,  and  in  the  last  two  years  25+  on  several  occasions 
July-August. 

Spoonbill:  One  on  Oct.  5th,  1961.  In  1969,  one  on  July  27th  and  28th,  two 
from  July  30th  to  Aug.  11th,  and  two  more  on  Sept.  6th. 
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Mallard:  At  least  one  pair  breeds.  Usually  less  than  100  present  in  autumn 
and  winter,  but  150  on  the  Marsh  in  January  1970,  and  200  recently  on  the 
Thames. 

Teal:  Singles  and  pairs  have  been  seen  in  some  breeding  seasons.  Regular  in 
autumn  on  the  Marsh,  with  over  100  on  some  days  in  August  and  September 
1970.  Winter  numbers  are  usually  well  under  100,  but  counts  in  1970  were 
exceptional;  700  on  Jan.  24th  and  1,000  on  Jan.  29th,  and  250  on  Dec.  28th. 
Only  a  few  have  been  seen  on  the  Thames  near  Rainham. 

Garganey:  Small  numbers  on  spring  passage,  and  occasional  during  the 
summer.  More  often  present  in  autumn,  chiefly  between  late  July  and  early 
September,  with  a  maximum  of  16  in  August  1961. 

Gadwall:  One  to  three  occasionally,  mainly  October  to  March. 

Wigeon:  On  the  Marsh,  180  during  severe  weather  in  February  1963,  and  over 
100  have  been  seen  in  recent  winters.  On  the  Thames,  increasing  in  recent 
years;  maximum  200  on  Dec.  28th  1970. 

Pintail:  Several  winter  records  of  up  to  12,  but  higher  counts  were  60  on  Dec. 
3rd,  1967  and  70  on  Feb.  13th,  1970.  Recently  Pintail  have  been  seen  on  the 
Thames  as  well  as  the  Marsh,  but  not  in  large  numbers. 

Shoveller:  Most  often  present  in  autumn,  with  counts  up  to  45.  A  few  at 
other  times  of  the  year. 

Scaup:  In  1969  two  on  Jan.  1st  and  one  next  day,  and  six  on  Dec.  29th.  In 
1970,  up  to  18  in  January,  up  to  seven  in  February  and  one  on  Mar.  14th. 
All  were  on  the  Thames. 

Tufted  Duck:  Small  numbers  on  the  Marsh,  mainly  in  winter.  In  1970  some 
were  seen  on  the  Thames,  with  up  to  104  in  January  and  20  in  December. 

Pochard:  Winter  numbers  on  the  Marsh  have  usually  been  small,  although 
there  were  up  to  175  in  1961/62,  and  50  in  February  1963.  In  the  last  two 
years,  up  to  35  on  the  Thames. 

Goldeneye:  One  or  two  in  the  1961,  1968  and  1969  winters. 

Goosander:  One  on  the  Marsh  on  Jan.  9th,  1970. 

Shelduck:  One  pair  bred  in  1963  and  1969,  two  pairs  in  1970.  Non-breeding 
numbers  have  greatly  increased.  73  on  the  Marsh  in  September  1963  was 
considerably  more  than  any  previous  count,  but  autumn  peaks  of  over  50  have 
occurred  since,  with  over  100  in  1967  and  1969.  Since  January  1969  these 
numbers  have  been  far  exceeded  by  those  on  the  Thames  in  winter.  Between 
December  and  March  counts  of  over  300  have  not  been  unusual,  and  in  1970 
there  were  1,000  on  Jan.  3rd,  800  on  Feb.  21st,  and  900  on  Dec.  8th.  Some 
of  these  birds,  occasionally  the  majority,  also  come  onto  the  Marsh. 

geese:  One  grey  goose  in  January  1963,  and  65  flew  over  on  Feb.  3rd,  1969. 
Seven  Whitefronts  for  a  few  days  in  February  1963. 

swans:  One  pair  of  Mute  Swans  bred  in  1969.  A  few  are  often  on  the  Marsh 
and  Thames,  maximum  48  on  Dec.  12th,  1961.  Four  Whoopers  on  Jan.  27th, 
1963  and  two  Bewick’s  on  Mar.  10th,  1968. 

Raptors:  A  Buzzard  on  Oct.  3rd,  1962,  an  unspecified  harrier  on  Nov.  18th, 
1962,  and  a  Peregrine  on  Apr.  24th,  1962.  Single  Sparrowhawks  on  Oct. 
2nd,  1960  and  Feb.  9th,  1969.  A  Hobby  on  Aug.  21st  and  22nd,  1968. 
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Kestrels  are  regular  in  the  breeding  season,  and  probably  nest  in  the  factory 
area.  At  other  times  of  the  year  a  few  are  always  around,  with  up  to  ten  in 
early  autumn  1968. 

Game  birds:  At  least  one  pair  each  of  Partridge  and  Red-legged  Partridge.  In 
1969,  two  Quail  on  July  19th,  and  one  on  Aug.  28th. 

Water  Rail:  One  in  winter  1962  and  singles  in  recent  winters.  They  frequent 
either  the  embanked  areas  or  the  reed  bed  on  the  saltings.  The  only  summer 
record  was  one  heard  on  July  30th,  1960. 

waders:  Table  1  summarises  my  wader  counts  for  the  autumn  of  1970,  and 
may  demonstrate,  more  clearly  than  specific  accounts,  the  overall  scale  and 
pattern  of  migration.  Most  of  these  birds  were  seen  on  the  seven  recently 
embanked  areas,  though  a  wet  channel  cut  in  the  old  mud  of  B  held  many 
Green  and  Common  Sandpipers  and  Snipe,  with  occasional  Greenshank  or 
Spotted  Redshank.  Sometimes  many  of  the  birds  seen  on  the  Marsh  were  also 
found  on  the  Thames.  In  addition  to  the  species  shown,  large  numbers  of 
Lapwing  were  present  on  all  dates  but  were  not  counted.  Two  fairly  regular 
species,  Grey  Plover  and  Sanderling  were  not  seen  by  me  at  this  time,  though 
they  had  appeared  earlier  in  the  year,  as  had  a  Kentish  Plover  and  Jack  Snipe. 

Good  feeding  conditions  made  this  a  better  autumn  passage  than  in  most 
other  years,  but  several  features  are  consistent  with  previous  experience.  As 
usual,  Black-tailed  Godwits  came  early,  and  the  first  of  the  commoner  species 
to  reach  a  peak  figure  was  Little  Ringed  Plover,  soon  followed  by  Common 
Sandpiper.  A  normal  Ringed  Plover  maximum,  and  a  rather  lower  one  than 
usual  for  Dunlin  and  Ruff,  came  later.  Most  Wood  Sandpipers  were  seen, 
typically,  in  August,  and,  as  in  1969,  there  was  an  exciting  influx  at  the  end  of 
this  month,  including  Curlew  Sandpipers,  both  stints,  and  Spotted  Redshanks, 
after  most  Greenshanks  had  already  passed  through.  From  the  first  week  of 
September  numbers  of  all  waders  except  Snipe  declined. 

Oystercatcher:  Regular  mainly  between  late  July  and  mid-September,  but 
averaging  only  two  records  per  year,  usually  of  one  or  two,  though  14  were 
present  on  Aug.  30th,  1962,  and  eight  on  Sept.  2nd,  1964. 

Lapwing:  One  pair  bred  in  1970.  Flocks,  sometimes  totalling  a  few  hundred, 
are  regular  outside  the  breeding  season. 

Ringed  Plover:  Present  in  all  months.  One  pair  bred  in  1969  and  two  in  1970, 
and  attempted  nesting  or  summer  records  in  1962,  1964  and  1966.  An 
autumn  build-up  starts  at  the  end  of  July,  and  a  peak  of  150  to  250  (285  in  1968) 
is  usually  reached  between  mid-August  and  early  September.  Outside  these 
two  months  counts  rarely  exceed  25,  for  example,  winter  maxima  of  38  on 
Nov.  11th,  1964  and  28  on  Dec.  22nd,  1968. 

Little  Ringed  Plover:  Present  from  mid-March  to  late  September,  with  two  or 
three  pairs  breeding  in  1969  and  1970,  perhaps  also  in  other  years.  Up  to  ten 
have  been  seen  in  spring.  Autumn  passage  numbers  have  increased  con¬ 
siderably  in  recent  years.  Maxima  of  up  to  12  had  been  recorded  up  to  1967, 
when  there  were  17.  In  1968  20  were  seen  on  several  days,  in  1969  the  peak 
was  44  and  in  1970  over  50.  The  pattern  for  the  last  three  autumns  has  been 
of  a  build-up  from  the  beginning  of  July  to  a  peak  in  the  second  half  of  the 
month  or  in  early  August.  Double  figures  have  remained  into  September 
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Table  1.  Wader  counts  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  during  the  autumn  of  1970.  The  figures  show  the  overall  scale  and 
p= present  pattern  of  migration  at  this  site. 
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falling  to  small  numbers  at  the  end  of  that  month. 

Kentish  Plover:  A  male  on  July  1st,  1962,  and  a  female  on  Apr.  18th,  1970. 

Grey  Plover:  Up  to  three  records  in  most  years,  of  up  to  three  at  a  time.  Most 
have  been  seen  between  August  and  November,  but  have  also  occurred  twice 
in  April  and  July,  once  in  May  and  December. 

Golden  Plover:  Six  in  December  1964,  and  one  or  two  in  autumn  1969. 
Occasional  flocks  have  passed  over  the  Marsh. 

Turnstone:  Up  to  four  are  regularly  on  autumn  passage,  between  late  July  and 
early  September,  but  there  were  11  on  Aug.  24th,  1968.  A  single  was  also 
present  in  February  1963,  and  five  on  May  4th,  1969. 

Snipe:  May  be  seen  in  all  months,  though  scarce  in  summer.  Two  pairs 
possibly  bred  in  1961 .  Largest  numbers  gather  on  the  saltings  in  winter,  where 
there  are  often  over  50  and  sometimes  over  100. 

Jack  Snipe:  A  few  have  been  recorded  in  most  winters. 

Curlew:  Present  on  a  few  days  every  autumn  and  occasionally  at  other  times  of 
the  year.  Usually  numbers  are  small,  but  there  were  39  in  August  1961,  and 
38  in  February  1963. 

Whimbrel:  Occasional  late  spring  and  early  autumn  migrants  in  most  years. 

Black-tailed  Godwit:  Chiefly  a  scarce  early  autumn  migrant.  Singles  or 
couples  in  most  years  up  to  1969.  In  1970  there  were  rather  more  sightings, 
including  groups  of  16  and  seven.  All  have  occurred  between  July  2nd  and 
Aug.  30th,  except  for  two  on  Apr.  20th,  1969,  and  one  on  June  14th,  1970. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit:  One  or  two  records  in  most  years,  between  May  and 
September. 

Green  Sandpiper:  Has  been  seen  in  all  months  of  the  year,  but  never  more  than 
five  outside  autumn  passage.  Up  to  15  normally  between  mid-July  and  mid- 
September,  but  31  were  present  on  Aug.  3rd,  1966,  and  an  exceptional  passage 
took  place  in  1970  with  a  maximum  of  c.  50  on  Aug.  5th,  and  30+  on  other 
dates  during  this  period. 

Wood  Sandpiper:  A  regular  autumn  migrant  in  small  numbers.  In  the  past 
three  years  a  few  have  been  present  from  late  July  to  mid-September. 
Maxima,  ten  on  Aug.  16th,  1968  and  seven  on  Aug.  26th,  1970. 

Common  Sandpiper :  Principally  a  common  autumn  migrant,  numbers  building 
up  to  c.  20  during  July  and  remaining  at  a  similar  level  into  September.  The 
peak  figure  within  this  period  is  usually  between  30  and  40,  but  over  50  in 
early  August  1970,  and  61  on  July  28th,  1963.  Up  to  four  have  been  seen 
during  the  winters  1961/62,  1968/69,  1969/70  and  1970/71.  A  few  pass 
through  in  spring  and  summer. 

Redshank:  Present  throughout  the  year.  Recently  one  or  two  pairs  have  been 
proved  to  breed,  and  c.  5  pairs  have  probably  done  so  regularly.  Only  small 
numbers  pass  through  in  autumn,  but  considerably  more,  often  between  50 
and  100,  occur  on  the  Marsh  and  Thames  between  October  and  March. 
Exceptionally,  there  were  300  in  February  1963. 

Spotted  Redshank:  A  regular  autumn  migrant  in  small  numbers,  from  early 
August  to  late  September.  11  in  late  August  1969  is  the  maximum  count, 
most  records  being  of  one  or  two.  Singles  have  been  seen  three  times  in  June 
and  once  in  October. 
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Greenshank:  A  regular  autumn  migrant  with  up  to  four,  occasionally  more, 
present  between  late  July  and  mid-September.  There  have  also  been  a  few 
records  in  May  and  several  in  June. 

Marsh  Sandpiper:  One  from  Aug.  26th  to  28th,  1963. 

Knot:  Scarce  on  autumn  passage  mostly  in  August  and  early  September,  not 
more  than  six  together.  It  has  also  been  recorded  a  few  times  in  February, 
including  parties  of  ten  and  eight  in  1963,  once  in  March  with  20  in  1969,  and 
once  in  October. 

Purple  Sandpiper:  One  on  Sept.  20tn  and  21st,  1969. 

Little  Stint:  A  regular  autumn  migrant,  which  in  recent  years  has  been  seen  in 
every  month.  Usually  up  to  six  from  late  July  to  late  September.  Two 
larger  gatherings,  of  up  to  33  in  late  September  1967,  and  15  in  late  August 
1970,  coincided  with  high  numbers  elsewhere.  Six  or  seven  wintered  in 
1968/69,  two  probably  1969/70,  and  one  1970/71.  These  birds  account  for 
some  of  the  spring  records,  but  there  have  also  been  some  passage  migrants, 
for  instance  one  on  May  10th,  1969  and  three  on  June  7th,  1970. 

Temminck’s  Stint:  One  on  Aug.  26th  and  30th,  1959,  and  Sept.  17th,  1967.  In 
1970,  three  during  the  last  week  of  August,  one  remaining  into  early 
September.  A  bird  first  seen  in  November  stayed  through  the  winter. 

Dunlin:  A  common  autumn  passage  migrant,  and  present  in  large  numbers 
during  the  winter.  The  timing  and  extent  of  the  autumn  passage  are  variable, 
but  usually  some  are  present  from  late  July  into  October,  with  a  peak  of 
between  50  and  130.  Another  build-up  takes  place  in  October  and  November, 
and  from  then  until  March,  several  hundred  are  often  present,  and  flocks  of 
around  1,500  have  been  seen.  The  numbers  on  the  Marsh  in  winter  are 
clearly  associated  with  the  large  population  which  has  begun  to  use  the  nearby 
parts  of  the  River  Thames  in  recent  years,  although  as  many  as  c.  1,550  were 
present  on  Jan.  12th,  1964.  It  may  remain  quite  numerous  until  early  May, 
with  odd  birds  during  the  summer. 

Curlew  Sandpiper:  Autumn  migrants  in  varying  numbers.  None  was  seen  in 
1964  or  1968.  In  other  years  a  few  between  late  July  and  late  September, 
and  double  figures  have  been  reached  in  four  years;  38  on  Sept.  7th,  1963,  20 
on  Sept.  22nd,  1967,  up  to  70  in  late  August  and  early  September  1969,  and 
up  to  24  during  the  same  period  in  1970.  It  has  been  recorded  twice  in 
October,  and  three  ‘red’  birds  were  seen  on  May  10th,  1969  and  one  on  June 
7th,  1970. 

Sanderling:  Except  for  ten  on  Sept.  20th,  1967,  no  more  than  three  on  a  few 
dates  in  most  years,  more  in  September  than  August,  with  odd  birds  in 
January,  April,  May,  July  and  October. 

Ruff:  Has  been  seen  in  all  months,  but  is  chiefly  an  autumn  migrant,  with  a  few 
regularly  present  between  late  July  and  early  October,  and  a  maximum 
usually  between  15  and  30.  Exceptionally,  there  were  60  on  Sept.  1st,  and 
48  on  Dec.  11th,  1968.  Small  numbers  at  other  times  of  the  year  have 
included  a  few  males  in  full  plumage. 

Avocet:  One  on  Apr.  21st,  1968,  three  on  Mar.  23rd,  1969,  and  one  on  July  4th, 
1970. 

Grey  Phalarope:  One  on  Aug.  18th,  1964. 
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Arctic  Skua:  Two  immatures  came  up  river  on  Sept.  16th,  1970. 

gulls:  A  mixed  flock,  principally  of  Black-headed,  with  Common,  Herring  and 
both  Black-backed  Gulls  throughout  the  year,  contains  thousands  of  birds  at 
times  during  the  winter,  especially  during  cold  weather.  An  immature 
Glaucous  Gull  on  Jan.  30th,  1969,  and  adults  on  Feb.  14th  and  Nov.  7th,  1970, 
and  a  Mediterranean  Gull  on  Nov.  5th,  1969  have  been  found  among  them. 
Two  Little  Gulls  were  present  from  Aug.  13th  to  23rd,  1963,  one  being  found 
dead  on  the  31st.  Singles  on  Sept.  14th,  1968,  and  Sept.  16th,  1970.  There 
was  a  Kittiwake  on  Aug.  12th,  1967. 

Black  Tern:  A  few  have  been  seen  in  some  years,  between  June  and  September. 
A  flock  of  c.  30  fed  over  the  tide-covered  saltings  on  Aug.  21st,  1970. 

Common/Arctic  Tern :  Some  are  seen  each  autumn  over  the  River,  or  pools  on 
the  Marsh.  Largest  gatherings  have  been  25  on  Aug.  27th,  1969,  and  about 
the  same  number  were  counted  on  Sept.  16th  and  18th,  1970,  as  they  returned 
downstream  after  feeding  in  the  Thames. 

Little  Tern:  One  on  Aug.  13th,  1965,  and  12  over  the  River  on  Sept.  16th,  1970. 

Sandwich  Tern:  A  total  of  21  has  been  seen,  in  six  of  the  twelve  years,  with  a 
maximum  of  six  on  Sept.  19th,  1961.  All  were  in  August  or  September,  apart 
from  two  on  Apr.  28th,  1968. 

doves:  A  few  Stock  and,  recently,  Collared  Doves,  are  sometimes  present. 
Small  numbers  of  Turtle  Doves  are  regular  in  autumn. 

Barn  Owl:  One  pair  bred  in  1964,  and  occasional  singles  in  recent  years. 

Little  Owl:  Present  in  wood-yards  just  outside  the  area,  and  may  sometimes 
come  to  the  Marsh. 

Short-eared  Owl:  Has  occurred  in  seven  of  the  twelve  years,  the  most  seen  at 
once  being  five  on  Mar.  7th,  1969.  Otherwise  up  to  three,  all  between  the  end 
of  November  and  mid-April,  apart  from  singles  on  Sept.  19th,  1960  and 
July  31st,  1968. 

crows:  Mixed  flocks  of  Carrion  Crows,  Rooks  and  Jackdaws  frequent  the 
rubbish  tip  in  winter.  Single  Hooded  Crows  were  seen  in  November  1959  and 
1968.  In  1969  there  were  up  to  four  from  January  to  March,  and  in  1970  there 
were  two  on  Feb.  21st  and  Apr.  14th. 

Bearded  Tit:  Five  on  Oct.  20th,  1968.  Six  on  Jan.  31st  and  Mar.  7th,  1965,  and 
two  on  Oct.  18th,  1970,  recorded  in  the  L.B.R.s  as  “Rainham”,  were  probably 
from  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham,  outside  the  present  study  area. 

Wheatear:  A  regular  spring  and  autumn  migrant,  with  maxima  of  20  on 
Apr.  18th  and  25th,  1970. 

Stonechat:  In  1969  and  1970  one  pair  bred  successfully,  otherwise  a  few  winter 
in  the  area. 

Whinchat:  Four  pairs  in  June  1961,  but  in  other  years  only  two  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season.  It  is  also  a  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers. 

Black  Redstart:  In  1965  a  pair  bred  in  the  factory  area,  but  the  eggs  were 
taken.  Also  seen  a  few  times  in  the  summer  of  1970. 

warblers:  A  few  pairs  of  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  breed,  and  up  to  three 
singing  Whitethroats  in  some  years.  Occasional  Willow  Warblers  and 
Chiftchaffs,  and  one  Grasshopper  Warbler,  have  occurred  on  passage. 
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Meadow  Pipit:  A  small  breeding  population,  but  numbers  on  passage  may 
reach  100+. 

Rock  Pipit:  Regular  along  the  Thames  in  winter,  and  some  come  to  the 
Marsh.  Up  to  40  have  been  seen. 

Water  Pipit:  One  in  late  March  1969,  one  from  December  1969  to  February 
1970,  and  one  in  November  1970.  The  pools  below  the  river  wall  are  a 
favourite  area. 

Pied  Wagtail:  A  few  pairs  breed.  Common  on  passage  and  in  winter  when 
100+  may  be  present. 

White  Wagtail  :  A  few  have  been  seen  in  spring. 

Grey  Wagtail:  Up  to  four  in  late  autumn  and  winter  in  recent  years. 

Yellow  Wagtail:  A  few  pairs  breed,  and  it  is  a  common  passage  migrant,  up  to 
50  having  been  noted. 

finches:  Greenfinches,  Goldfinches,  Linnets  and  Chaffinches  are  present  in  the 
summer,  and  probably  breed.  Large  flocks  of  finches  have  recently  been 
present  in  autumn  and  winter.  Among  the  more  notable  have  been:  Gold¬ 
finch,  300  in  September  and  400  in  October  1969  and  250  in  September  1970; 
Siskin,  12  on  Nov.  4th,  1970;  Linnet,  500  in  October  1970;  Twite,  four  on 
Jan.  6th,  1963,  30  on  Feb.  13th  and  up  to  eight  on  other  dates  in  January  and 
February  1970;  Chaffinch,  150  in  February  1968  and  220  in  February  1969; 
Brambling,  400  in  January  and  February,  and  up  to  800  in  March,  1969,  and 
450  in  March  1970. 

buntings:  A  few  pairs  of  Reed  Buntings  breed  and  many  are  present  at  other 
times  of  the  year.  Corn  Buntings  used  to  breed  but  have  not  been  proved  to 
do  so  recently.  Between  December  1969  and  February  1970,  flocks  of  up  to 
100  Corn  Buntings  and  over  70  Yellowhammers  were  seen.  Single  Snow 
Buntings  on  Nov.  17th,  1963,  Dec.  29th,  1969  and  two  on  Jan.  3rd,  1970,  and 
one  or  two  from  Dec.  31st,  1968  to  Feb.  3rd,  1969. 

Other  species:  The  following  species  have  also  been  seen  in  the  area:  Moorhen, 
Coot,  Wood  Pigeon,  Cuckoo,  Swift,  Skylark,  Swallow,  House  Martin,  Sand 
Martin,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit,  Wren,  Mistle  Thrush,  Fieldfare,  Song  Thrush, 
Redwing,  Blackbird,  Redstart,  Robin,  Dunnock,  Starling,  Bullfinch,  House 
Sparrow,  Tree  Sparrow. 
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Water  Pipits  in  the  London  Area 

K.  C.  Osborne 

INTRODUCTION 

The  recent  BTO  national  survey  into  the  status  of  the  Water  Pipit  Anthus 
spinoletta  spinoletta  (Johnson  1970)  has  shown  that  the  species  is  now  recorded 
as  a  regular  v/inter  visitor  in  small  numbers  at  widespread  localities  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Wales.  The  purpose  of  this  present  paper  is  to  record  in  greater 
detail  its  status  in  the  L.N.H.S.  Area  up  to  the  spring  of  1970.  As  it  is  felt  that 
they  may  still  be  overlooked  to  some  extent,  a  brief  note  on  field  identification 
and  an  outline  of  habitat  preferences  are  included  to  encourage  birdwatchers 
to  look  for  Water  Pipits. 

STATUS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA 

Observations  from  other  parts  of  England  (Nichol,  1906  and  Alexander,  1924) 
at  the  beginning  of  the  century  found  that  Water  Pipits  were  less  of  a  rarity  than 
had  been  previously  supposed.  Alexander  was  first  to  point  out  that  they  were 
regular  at  inland  sites  when  he  came  to  live  in  the  Midlands  in  1919  and  visited 
sewage  farms,  etc.,  in  Berkshire,  Cambridgeshire,  Worcestershire,  Staffordshire 
and  Cheshire. 

Perhaps  it  is  then  surprising  that  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area  did  not 
occur  until  1938.  This  was  on  March  30th,  1938  at  the  Walthamstow  Reservoir, 
a  habitat  which,  in  the  light  of  more  recent  knowledge,  was  not  the  most  likely 
place  to  find  a  Water  Pipit.  In  fact,  in  recent  years  only  6%  of  records  have 
occurred  at  reservoirs  and  only  in  passage  months  (see  Table  1).  Eleven  years 
were  to  elapse  before  the  next  record,  again  at  a  reservoir.  The  third  and 
fourth  records  came  from  more  likely  habitats,  the  Thames  marshes.  But  it  was 
not  until  1954  that  attention  was  drawn  away  from  the  reservoirs  by  a  passage 
record  at  Staines  Moor,  indicating  a  closer  association  with  the  River  Colne  and 
the  present-day  winter  distribution. 

Nearly  all  the  earliest  records  up  to  1962  show  a  misleading  emphasis  on 
passage  birds,  and  some  interpretation  is  necessary.  Two  factors  possibly 
contributed  to  this  bias.  Firstly,  identification  was  probably  aided  by  differences 
in  plumage  during  the  passage  months,  very  few  observers  being  familiar  with 
the  streaked  winter  plumage.  Secondly,  as  the  records  came  from  reservoirs 
that  even  today  only  have  passage  birds,  winter  records  could  hardly  be  expected. 
As  will  be  seen,  the  pattern  of  passage  records  has  not  changed  much. 

More  recent  experience  (see  Table  1)  indicates  that  two  of  the  most  favoured 
winter  habitats  are  watercress-beds  and  old-style  sewage  farms.  Whether  Water 
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Pipits  frequented  these  sites  in  the  London  Area  fifteen  or  thirty  years  ago  is  not 
known  from  published  records,  although  more  of  these  sites  existed  then.  From 
the  evidence  of  Alexander  and  the  fact  that  to-day  Water  Pipits  are  still  being 
overlooked  by  birdwatchers,  it  seems  very  likely  that  the  species  did  winter  in 
the  London  Area  but  went  unrecorded.  In  this  connection,  perhaps  it  should 
be  emphasized  that  it  was  only  the  ‘discovery’  of  wintering  Water  Pipits  on  the 
Hertfordshire  watercress-beds  in  1962  (Johnson,  1966)  that  really  prompted  the 
searches  and  large  counts  of  recent  years.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  passage 
birds  at  the  reservoirs  to  explain  or  corroborate  any  sudden  increase  in  birds 
wintering.  Accordingly,  it  seems  more  reasonable  to  conclude  that  increases  in 
winter  records  are  more  closely  connected  with  improvements  in  standards  of 
identification,  than  with  any  change  in  status. 


Table  1.  Records  of  Water  Pipits  in  the  L.N.H.S.  Area  (20  miles  radius  of 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral)  1938-1970. 

Wintering  birds  are  shown  in  bold  figures  and  are  the  maximum  counts  at 
each  site.  Accordingly,  these  figures  represent  probably  less  than  the  true  totals 
as  passage  birds  are  discounted.  All  other  records  are  of  passage  birds, 
i.e.  total  individual  records  in  the  passage  months  unsupported  by  evidence 
of  wintering.  A  few  February  records  that  are  probably  connected  with 
cold-weather  movements  have  been  included  as  passage  birds. 


Watercress  Beds 

Vinters  Gravel  Pits  and  Sewage  Farms  Banks  of  Thames  Marshes  Other  Total  Records 

3ct  -May  Associated  Systems  and  Works  Reservoirs  and  Dredgings  Sites  Wintering  Passage 


1937-38 

1 

1 

1949-50 

1 

1 

1950-51 

2 

2 

1951-52 

1952-53 

1 

1 

1953-54 

1 

1 

1954-55 

1 

1 

1955-56 

1 

1 

5 

7 

1956-57 

1 

1 

2 

1957-58 

1 

2 

3 

1958-59 

- 

3 

2 

5 

1959-60 

2 

8 

10 

1960-61 

1961-62 

2 

2 

1962-63 

1 

1 

1963-64 

1 

1 

2 

1964-65 

20 

3 

1 

23 

1 

1965-66 

14 

2 

1 

16 

1 

1966-67* 

10 

10 

1 

20 

1 

1967-68* 

16 

13 

29 

1968-69 

10** *** 

10 

2 

2 

21 

4 

1969-70 

9** 

16 

5 

26 

5 

*BTO  Survey  winters. 

**No  complete  counts  made  at  these  sites  in  these  years. 

***These  represent  wintering  singles,  although  in  1971  twelve  birds  were  counted 
at  this  site  (Rainham  Marsh,  Essex). 
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In  the  last  five  years  wintering  records  at  sewage  farms,  watercress-beds  and 
associated  water-systems  have  accounted  for  90  %  of  records.  Detailed  observa¬ 
tions  at  these  sites  have  shown  that  some  birds  remain  in  winter  territories  for 
as  long  as  five  months.  Passage  records  at  reservoirs  account  for  a  modest  6  % 
of  the  whole,  whilst  the  remaining  4%  are  wintering  singles  on  the  Thames 
marshes  and  some  isolated  passage  birds  at  unusual  sites  ( e.g .  a  Water  Pipit  in 
Regent’s  Park  in  February  1965  during  a  hard-weather  movement). 

Although  a  small  number  of  Water  Pipits  have  been  trapped  and  ringed  in 
the  London  Area,  no  evidence  as  yet  exists  as  to  their  origin.  It  is  thought  that 
they  may  possibly  come  from  the  central  Alps,  and  may  be  associated  with  other 
populations  wintering  in  western  Europe.  Johnson  (1970)  discusses  some 
Continental  recoveries  and  gives  details  of  the  wide  dispersal  of  this  species  from 
the  Alps  in  winter. 

FIELD  IDENTIFICATION 

Water  Pipits  are  extremely  wary  and  tend  to  flush  50  yards  from  the  observer. 
For  this  reason,  a  knowledge  of  their  distinctive  alarm-note  is  an  aid  in  locating 
them.  This  is  a  single,  rather  strident  spheest,  inseparable  from  the  Rock 
Pipit’s  call  but  somewhat  different  from  the  Meadow  Pipit’s  tseep-tseep-tseep. 
In  flight  too,  the  spinoletta  pipits  can  be  separated  from  the  Meadow  Pipit :  their 
flight  is  stronger,  more  direct  and  more  ‘bounding’. 

In  all  plumages  the  Water  Pipit  is  clearly  separable  from  all  races  of  the  rock 
pipits  by  the  tail  feathers  (see  fig.  1).  The  extensive  white  on  the  outer  rectrices 
is  a  constant  feature  and  is  diagnostic.  None  of  the  rock  pipits  has  any  extensive 
white,  and  the  most  frequently  encountered  Rock  Pipit  A.  s.  petrosus  has 
brownish-grey  outer  rectrices. 

In  winter  the  Water  Pipit  resembles  the  rock  pipits  in  general  appearance, 
being  streaked  on  the  breast.  In  colouring  however,  it  differs  greatly,  being 
off-white  on  the  underparts  (buff-olive  on  rock  pipits)  and  a  distinctive  brown  on 
the  mantle  (olivaceous  on  rock  pipits).  As  the  lower  breast  is  unstreaked  and 
the  flanks  only  slightly  streaked,  the  whitish  underparts  are  very  noticeable  in  the 
field,  even  at  a  distance. 

As  well  as  white  outer  tail  feathers,  the  Water  Pipit  also  has  a  strong  whitish 
eyestripe  (above  and  through  the  eye,  see  plate  1)  and  fairly  well  marked  wing 
bars  on  the  coverts,  but  these  features  may  appear  somewhat  reduced  due  to 
wear  (these  feathers  moult  twice  a  year,  whereas  the  flight  and  tail  feathers  are 
changed  only  in  the  autumn). 


Caption  to  Plate  1,  opposite 

Top  left,  a  winter-plumaged  bird  in  typical  wet-meadow  habitat,  photographed 
from  a  hide.  Top  right,  a  Water  Pipit  trapped  and  ringed,  showing  detail  of  head. 
Lower  breast  feathers  are  wet,  otherwise  would  appear  whiter.  Centre  pictures 
and  lower  right,  another  trapped  and  ringed,  in  typical  winter  plumage.  Note 
unstreaked  mantle  compared  with  Meadow  Pipit  (lower  left),  distinctive 
proportions,  clear  underparts,  lightly  streaked  flanks  and  tail  pattern  (in  this 
instance  there  is  very  reduced  white  on  the  penultimate  rectrices,  a  factor  which 
varies  between  individuals). 

Copyright  photographs  by : 

J.  B.  St  able  ford  ( top  right )  and  K.  C.  Osborne  {remainder). 


Plate  1.  Plumage  features  of  Water  Pipits  in  winter 
illustrated  by  photographs  taken  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey,  in  February  1971. 

See  foot  of  page  opposite. 
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Water  Pipits  begin  their  spring  moults  any  time  from  early  February  to  late 
April.  As  they  change  into  spring  plumage,  they  lose  most  of  their  spots  and 
streaks  on  the  breast  and  these  feathers  are  replaced  by  vinous-pink  ones.  The 
heads  become  more  blue-grey  in  appearance,  eyestripe  and  wing-bars  more 
prominent  and  the  wing  coverts  more  colourful. 

During  the  spring  moult  when  a  Water  Pipit  may  have  an  admixture  of 
vinous-pink  and  dark  streaks  on  the  breast  it  can  closely  resemble  a  summer 
plumaged  Scandinavian  Rock  Pipit  A.  s.  littoralis,  the  only  rock  pipit  to  have 
a  distinct  breeding  dress.  Therefore,  some  caution  is  called  for.  Although 
rarely  encountered  inland,  littoralis  does  occur  and  may  have  completed  its 
moult.  Whereas  it  has  a  less  distinctive  eyestripe  and  buffer  underparts  (beware 
of  reflected  light),  the  only  safe  distinction  in  the  field  lies  in  the  outer  tail 
feathers  which  are  a  much  reduced  brownish  white  (see  fig.  1). 


Fig.  1. 

Tail  patterns  of  the 
Water  and  Rock 
Pipits. 

Drawn  by 

K.  C.  Osborne  from 
skins  at  the  British 
Museum  (Nat.  Hist.) 


BEHAVIOUR 

As  already  stated,  Water  Pipits  are  rather  wary  birds,  responding  in  alarm 
50  yards  or  more  from  the  observer.  “Up-up-and-away”  perhaps  best  describes 
the  pattern  of  behaviour:  from  a  feeding  point  deep  in  grass  they  perch  up  to 
survey  the  apparent  danger  for  a  few  seconds,  then  they  are  up-and-away, 
flying  for  anything  up  to  half-a-mile !  As  such  they  leave  Rock  Pipits  standing 
and  make  Meadow  Pipits  seem  like  household  pets,  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  are  overlooked. 

From  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  winter  habitats  (mid-October  onwards), 
Water  Pipits  tend  to  establish  individual  feeding  territories  and  behave  rather 
aggressively  towards  their  own  species  trespassing  on  their  territory.  However, 
from  February  onwards  they  tend  to  appear  in  small  parties,  feeding  and 
preening  together,  and  flushing  in  small  groups  rather  than  singly.  Accordingly, 
at  this  time  the  largest  counts  are  obtained  at  sites  where  accurate  counts  are 
previously  hampered  by  the  problem  of  duplication. 
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HABITAT  PREFERENCES 

A  relationship  obviously  exists  between  winter  habitats  and  the  availability  of 
suitable  foods.  Johnson  (1970)  has  already  drawn  attention  to  the  similarity  of 
some  winter  habitats  with  those  in  the  Alpine  breeding  areas.  In  winter  the 
main  preference  is  for  lowland  freshwater,  usually  w^et  meadows  with  flowing 
water  or  watercress-beds.  Flowing  water  probably  helps  keep  the  surroundings 
frost-free  and  activates  small  creatures  such  as  water-snails  and  leeches.  It  also 
helps  to  disturb  small  insect  larvae  and  pupae  in  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and  to 
wash  these  out  into  areas  of  silt.  In  fact,  the  most-favoured  sites  usually  have 
high  populations  of  flying  insects  in  the  summer  months,  and  the  soil  probably 
remains  richly  endowed  with  dormant  insect  life  during  the  winter.  Water 
Pipits  also  feed  around  the  edges  of  mature  sludge-beds  which  presumably 
contain  a  latent  insect  population.  In  this  respect,  comparison  can  be  seen 
between  sludge-beds  and  yet  another  winter  habitat,  freshwater  marshes,  of 
which  few  exist  now  in  the  London  Area.  Sew'age  farms  and  watercress-beds 
are,  of  course,  comparatively  recent  in  origin  and  they  conceivably  provide 
ecological  replacements  for  natural  marshes. 


DISTRIBUTION 

From  recent  records  it  is  clear  that  two  main  wintering  areas  exist  for  Water 
Pipits  in  the  London  Area,  the  Colne  Valley  from  Harefield  Moor  to  Cassiobury 
Park,  and  the  upper  Wandle  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm.  Wintering  birds  are 
also  recorded  on  Rainham  Marsh  and  at  sewage  farms  at  Hersham,  in  the  Wey 
Valley  (just  outside  our  area)  and  further  up  the  Thames  Valley.  Passage  birds 
in  the  past  have  been  recorded  at  most  of  the  reservoirs,  usually  in  spring. 

Arrival  in  the  autumn  takes  place  from  mid-October  to  early  December. 
Departure  in  the  spring  is  from  mid-March  to  late  April. 


SUMMARY 

Past  records  of  the  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta  spinoletta  in  the  London 
Natural  History  Society’s  recording  area  (20  miles  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral) 
are  summarized  and  tabulated  by  habitats.  Significantly,  nearly  all  the  early 
records  were  in  passage  months,  often  at  reservoirs,  and  it  is  probable  that 
wintering  birds  at  watercress-beds  and  sewage  farms  were  overlooked  at  the 
time.  The  increase  of  records  in  recent  years  is  discussed  and  it  is  shown  that 
recent  large  counts  have  probably  been  due  to  searches,  rather  than  to  a  change 
of  status.  Notes  on  field  identification,  behaviour  and  habitat  preferences  are 
appended  to  aid  the  future  recording  of  this  difficult  species. 
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Birds  of  the  River  Thames  at  Westminster, 
Inner  London,  1968-1970 
P.  J.  Strangeman 

INTRODUCTION 

From  Jan.  1st,  1968  to  Dec.  31st,  1970,  counts  of  birds  were  made  on  the  River 
Thames  in  Inner  London,  between  Lambeth  Bridge  and  Westminster  Bridge 
(hereafter  referred  to  as  “Westminster”).  A  study  of  two  other  stretches  of  the 
Thames  in  Inner  London,  at  Lambeth  and  Waterloo,  was  made  by  Cramp  and 
Teagle  (1955)  from  1951  to  1953  and  the  methods  adopted  by  them  were  used  at 
Westminster. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STUDY  AREA 

The  distance  from  Lambeth  Bridge  to  Westminster  Bridge  is  about  700  metres 
(770  yards),  and  the  width  of  the  river  here  is  fairly  even,  about  250  metres  (275 
yards).  The  river  flows  from  south  to  north,  and  can  be  viewed  from  the  east 
(Lambeth)  bank  from  a  public  embankment  between  the  two  bridges.  On  this 
side  of  the  river  a  few  small  areas  of  mud  are  exposed  at  the  lowest  tides.  The 
west  (Westminster)  side  has  the  largest  area  of  mud  and  shingle  at  low  tide,  and 
can  be  viewed  from  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  which  occupy  a  little  more  than 
half  of  this  bank.  The  Houses  of  Parliament  extend  from  the  Gardens  to 
Westminster  Bridge. 

There  is  little  human  disturbance  at  low  tide,  and  gulls  frequently  receive 
bread  thrown  by  people  from  the  Gardens  and  embankment.  A  line  of  about 
ten  barges  and  light  pleasure  craft  is  anchored  near  the  Lambeth  side,  and  the 
latter  are  sometimes  removed  from  their  moorings.  Lambeth  pier  lies  on  the 
east  bank  close  to  Lambeth  Bridge. 

METHOD  AND  AIM  OF  STUDY 

In  all  but  sixteen  weeks  (when  no  counts  were  made)  all  birds  in  the  study  area 
were  counted  around  mid-day  at  least  once  a  week.  Additional  visits  were  made 
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in  59  weeks  and  two  additional  visits  were  made  in  four  weeks.  The  period  of 
day  chosen  for  the  counts  was  the  most  suitable  time  for  me  to  make  observations, 
therefore  accounting  for  the  varying  states  of  the  tide. 

Cramp  and  Teagle’s  (1955)  explanation  of  when  species  were  included  on 
their  counts  reads  as  follows:  “Gulls  were  included  . . .  when  on  the  water  or  mud, 
flying  over  the  river,  and  when  perched  on  barges,  buoys,  embankment  walls, 
bridges  or  such  structures  as  piers  and  pump  buildings  rising  from  the  river. 
Ducks,  swans,  grebes  and  coots  were  counted  if  on  the  water  or  the  mud,  if 
perched  on  river  structures,  or  if  in  flight  directly  over  the  water.  Pigeons  and 
passerine  birds  were  counted  only  if  on  the  mud  or  river  craft”.  This  method 
was  used  at  Westminster,  except  that  pigeons  and  passerines  were  also  counted 
if  seen  on  the  embankment  steps. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  accurately  assess  the  numbers  of  gulls 
and  other  birds  on  this  stretch  of  the  river  in  order  that  future  changes  could  be 
measured.  Comparisons  with  the  findings  of  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  are 
made  where  appropriate.  Some  notes  on  behaviour  and  food  are  included. 

In  contrast  to  Cramp  and  Teagle’s  visits  which  were  made  mainly  at  low  tide 
(62-5%  at  Lambeth  and  80-3%  at  Waterloo),  defined  as  when  “one  quarter  or 
more  of  the  mud  and  shingle  banks  were  exposed”,  only  43  •  9  %  were  carried  out 
in  these  conditions  at  Westminster.  In  this  paper  counts  for  high  and  low  tides 
have  been  combined. 


SUMMARY  AND  DISCUSSION  OF  OBSERVATIONS 

Regular  Visitors 

Mallard:  The  only  duck  which  occurred  regularly  in  each  year,  chiefly  from 
February  to  June.  The  maximum  count  was  11  in  April,  1969.  The  average 
count  for  each  month  is  shown  in  table  1 . 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  found  that  Mallard  were  most  frequent  in  the  same 
months  in  1951-53,  and  attention  was  then  drawn  to  the  appearance  of  pairs  in 
“Inner  London  well  away  from  the  park  lakes”.  In  recent  years  I  have  seen 
Mallard  on  a  bombed  site  near  Waterloo  Bridge,  in  Archbishop’s  Park, 
Lambeth,  and  in  Brompton  Cemetery;  all  these  localities  are  some  distance 
from  Inner  London  ponds  and  lakes.  Thus  a  similar  pattern  to  that  of  the 
early  1950s  emerges. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  cited  Fitter’s  nesting  records  near  Lambeth  and 
Waterloo  Bridges  and  also  mention  “four  eggs  found  on  a  barge  ...  off  the 
1951  Festival  site.  Ducklings  were  seen  on  the  Lambeth  stretch  in  1953  and 
near  Waterloo  Bridge  in  1952”.  Ducklings  were  hatched  on  the  terrace  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1966  (Harrison  1967),  and  ducklings  were  also  seen  at 
County  Hall  in  the  mid-1960s.  Both  of  the  latter  broods  were  killed  soon 
after  hatching.  These  records  show  that  Mallard  nest  near-by,  and  some  must 
breed  undetected. 

This  species  has  been  observed  feeding  near  the  tide  line,  as  at  Lambeth  and 
Waterloo  (Cramp  and  Teagle  1955),  resting  on  river  craft,  buoys  and  on  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  embankment  wall. 

The  sex  of  286  birds  was  recorded  and  231  of  these  (81  %)  were  males. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull:  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  between  August  and  March, 
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with  singles  twice  in  April  and  June  and  once  in  July.  Average  counts  of  1  -  4 
and  2  •  3  in  September  and  October  respectively  suggested  passage  or  the  main 
arrival  of  winter  visitors.  From  the  October  peak  there  is  a  gradual  fall  in 
numbers  to  an  average  count  of  0  •  8  in  March  (see  table  1  and  fig.  1).  Counts 
exceeded  three  on  only  seven  out  of  105  occasions,  and  the  maximum  count 
was  seven. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  showed  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  low  numbers  at 
Lambeth  compared  with  Waterloo  was  disturbance  by  the  public  at  the  former 
place,  which  resulted  in  little  feeding.  The  habits  of  this  gull  at  Westminster 
are  similar  to  those  described  at  Lambeth,  since  feeding  was  rarely  seen;  dead 
Feral  Pigeons  twice  provided  food.  Buoys  and  moored  river  craft  were  the 
usual  resting  places. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  Table  1  and  fig.  1  show  the  average  count  for  each 
month.  This  was  the  commonest  of  the  three  large  gulls,  and  was  seen  in 
every  month  during  the  study  except  May,  1968.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the 
much  higher  average  counts  between  August  and  November,  with  a  peak  in 
October;  these  high  numbers  were  not  maintained  throughout  the  winter, 
perhaps  indicating  that  these  peak  counts  were  caused  by  autumn  migrants 
passing  through  the  London  Area.  During  the  three  years  the  October 
average  was  higher  than  the  September  average,  by  3  -0  at  28  •  8  in  1968  and  by 
8-0  at  31-3  in  1970.  Although  in  1969  the  October  average  of  37-9  was 
higher  than  in  the  other  two  years  it  did  not  exceed  the  September  figure  of 
43  •  6,  indicating  an  earlier  and  heavier  passage  in  1969  compared  with  1968  and 
1970.  The  maximum  count  was  65  on  Sept.  8th  1969. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  found  this  species  followed  a  similar  autumn 
pattern  at  Lambeth  and  Waterloo,  but  an  increase  which  took  place  at  these 
two  sites  in  March  and  April  was  not  evident  at  Westminster.  Comparatively 
few  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  wintered  in  the  London  Area  when  Cramp  and 
Teagle  made  their  study  (Homes  1955)  and  therefore  the  spring  passage  noted 
by  them  was  not  overshadowed  as  it  probably  is  now  by  the  larger  numbers 
wintering  (Sage  1970). 

The  Houses  of  Parliament  embankment  wall,  moored  river  craft  and  buoys 
were  favourite  resting  places. 

Herring  Gull :  The  Herring  Gull  occurred  mainly  from  December  to  February, 
in  slightly  higher  numbers  than  the  Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Only  one  or 
two  were  seen  outside  the  period  November  to  March.  Ten  was  the  maximum 
count,  in  December,  and  more  than  three  were  recorded  on  16  out  of  71  times. 
Table  1  and  fig.  1  show  the  average  count  for  each  month. 

Common  Gull:  Common  Gulls  are  seen  chiefly  in  winter  and  early  spring, 
numbers  in  the  latter  period  being  swollen  by  passage  migrants.  Otherwise 
they  were  present  in  small  numbers  in  all  months  except  May  and  June  1969. 
(See  table  1  and  fig.  1).  Maximum  counts  were  90  on  Mar.  28th,  1969  and 
50  on  Jan.  9th,  1968. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  found  it  most  numerous  in  January  at  Lambeth 
and  in  February  at  Waterloo.  They  recorded  down  river  passage  at  both 
sites  in  the  latter  half  of  March,  early  April  and  in  May.  Similar  movements 


lable  1.  Average  counts  for  each  month  of  selected  species  on  the  River  Thames  at  Westminster, 

Inner  London,  1968-1970 
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Total  no.  of  visits  18  16  15  15  16  16  17  20  19  15  18  20 

A  total  of  74  first-year  Herring/Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (not  specifically  identified)  were  seen  during  the  three  years. 
These  are  not  included  in  these  figures  or  in  the  histograms  (figs.  1  and  2). 
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Lesser  Black-backed  Common 


Fig.  1 .  Average  counts  for  each  month  of  gulls  on  the  Thames  at  Westminster, 

Inner  London,  1968-1970. 
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were  recorded  at  Westminster.  The  largest  count  of  90,  mentioned  earlier, 
included  20  flying  downstream  in  40  minutes.  The  heaviest  passage  was  47 
in  35  minutes  on  Apr.  8th,  1968. 

Sage  (1960)  has  shown  that  the  winter  population  in  the  London  Area  is 
augmented  by  an  influx  from  February  to  April  and  discusses  the  routes  taken 
by  these  migrants.  He  suggested  that  the  Wash  is  reached  from  the  Thames 
Valley  via  the  Lea  and  Colne  valleys.  Since  the  Lea  lies  to  the  east  of  Inner 
London  it  is  possible  that  the  Common  Gulls  seen  flying  downstream  at 
Lambeth,  Westminster  and  Waterloo  are  heading  for  the  Lea  Valley  to  form 
part  of  the  eventual  northerly  movement  through  the  London  Area. 

In  winter  bread  was  taken  and  an  apple  core  was  partly  eaten  on  one 
occasion.  They  preferred  to  occupy  more  prominent  resting  places  than 
Black-headed  Gulls  on  anchored  river  craft;  capstans,  rails  and  tops  of  seats 
were  favourite  perches. 

Black-headed  Gull:  The  commonest  gull,  present  in  every  month  of  the  study, 
chiefly  in  winter.  Following  low  numbers  from  April  to  June  there  was  an 
influx  between  July  and  October,  but  the  main  arrival  of  winter  birds  occurred 
in  November  rising  further  to  a  peak  in  February,  in  which  month  the  average 
count  was  334  (table  1,  fig.  2).  A  similar  winter  pattern  was  noted  at  Lambeth 
and  Waterloo  by  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955).  The  average  counts  for  the  same 
month  in  each  of  the  three  years  was  fairly  similar,  except  March;  64  in  1968, 
242  in  1969  and  280  in  1970.  Winter  birds  depart  quickly  in  this  month,  and 
this  exodus  may  be  hastened  if  the  weather  is  not  cold.  Counts  of  500  or 
more  were  made  on  Dec.  31st,  1968  (500),  Jan.  2nd  (540)  and  Mar.  6th,  1969 
(510)  and  Jan.  6th,  1970  (500). 

Black-headed  Gulls  fed  along  the  tide-line  and  their  typical  supply  of  food 
in  London  of  bread  etc.  was  readily  accepted  when  thrown  by  the  public. 

Feral  Pigeon:  The  number  of  Feral  Pigeons  in  the  study  area  was  largely 
affected  by  the  state  of  the  tide,  occurring  in  varying  numbers  almost  as  soon 
as  the  shingle  was  exposed  along  the  river’s  edge  near  Victoria  Tower  Gardens. 
The  average  monthly  counts  varied  between  a  low  of  6-3  in  May  and  a 
maximum  of  17-6  in  July  (table  1).  Marked  fluctuations  occurred,  for 
example  in  October  1968  three  low  tide  counts  were  11,  55  and  85,  and  in 
August  1969, 23,  three  and  42,  and  similar  variations  were  noted  by  Cramp  and 
Teagle  (1955)  at  Lambeth  and  Waterloo.  The  number  of  pigeons  present  by 
the  river  is  also  affected  by  the  availability  of  food  provided  by  the  public. 

Wood  Pigeon:  Small  numbers  in  all  months,  mostly  feeding  or  resting  on  barges 
(table  1).  Occasionally  birds  were  seen  on  the  foreshore  and  once  one  was  on 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  steps  drinking  water  which  remained  from  the 
ebbing  tide  during  a  hot  weather  spell  in  August  1970. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  recorded  the  Wood  Pigeon  only  once  and  remarked 
that  this  was  surprising  since  it  was  “often  seen  resting  on  the  concrete  barges'" 
at  Westminster.  Little  change  in  its  habits  seems  to  have  taken  place  since 
then. 

House  Sparrow:  Seen  in  all  months,  but  most  frequent  from  April  to  July 
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Fig.  2. 

Average  counts  for 
each  month  of 
Black-headed  Gulls 
on  the  Thames  at 
Westminster,  Inner 
London,  1968-1970. 
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(table  1).  In  this  period  they  were  watched  carrying  nest  material  and  later 
food  for  young  from  anchored  barges.  Six  was  the  maximum  recorded. 

Irregular  and  Occasional  Visitors: 

Twelve  other  species  were  seen  during  the  study. 

Tufted  Duck  were  seen  on  twelve  occasions,  usually  singly,  from  December 
to  May  and  in  July  and  August.  A  flock  of  c.  30  was  seen  in  flight  on  Jan. 
6th,  1970.  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  recorded  the  Tufted  Duck  as  a  very 
occasional  visitor  at  Lambeth  and  Waterloo,  although  it  occurred  in  numbers 
during  cold  weather.  Three  species  were  seen  singly  during  cold  weather  in 
1968;  Great  Crested  Grebe  on  Dec.  31st,  Coot  on  Dec.  16th  and  Meadow  Pipit 
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on  Jan.  11th.  One  Pochard  flew  over  on  Aug.  1st,  1968  and  three  Canada 
Geese  flew  downstream  on  March  6th,  1969. 

One  or  two  Mute  Swans  were  seen  on  four  occasions  between  November  and 
March,  and  three  flew  upstream  on  May  1st,  1970.  At  Lambeth,  Cramp  and 
Teagle  (1955)  did  not  find  this  species  common  because  it  could  not  rest 
undisturbed  or  find  plentiful  food,  in  contrast  to  its  abundance  at  Waterloo 
where  suitable  conditions  were  provided.  Like  Lambeth,  Westminster  is 
disturbed  and  it  was  not  surprising  that  few  were  seen  there. 

In  1968  there  were  two  records  of  terns;  on  June  11th  three  Common/Arctic 
Terns  flew  downstream  and  then  headed  north-east  over  County  Hall  and  on 
Aug.  28th  five  unidentified  terns  flew  upstream. 

One  or  two  Carrion  Crows  were  seen  occasionally  throughout  the  year, 
usually  on  the  exposed  foreshore  at  low  tide. 

One  or  two  Pied  Wagtails  were  seen  from  September  to  April  and  in  June 
and  July,  but  the  records  do  not  suggest  that  it  regularly  visits  the  Thames. 
It  is  perhaps  surprising  that  none  was  seen  in  1951-53  at  Lambeth  and  Waterloo 
(Cramp  and  Teagle  1955),  although  pairs  were  known  to  nest  near  Westminster 
during  the  study  period,  which  may  account  for  the  summer  records.  Most 
of  the  birds  at  Westminster  settled  for  short  periods  on  the  barges  and  one  was 
seen  on  the  muddy  foreshore  in  November.  One  Grey  Wagtail  was  seen  on 
Jan.  17th  and  Dec.  29th,  1969  and  Jan.  6th  and  Dec.  16th,  1970. 

Starlings  were  seen  eleven  times,  all  at  low  tide,  from  February  to  June  and 
in  December,  the  numbers  varying  from  one  to  five.  On  Dec.  16th,  1970  five 
were  watched  turning  over  some  loose  small  stones  and  eating  the  red,  stringy, 
brook  worms  Tubifex  tubifex.  The  Starling  was  not  seen  at  Lambeth  and 
Waterloo  (Cramp  and  Teagle  1955),  and  the  few  occasions  when  it  was  at 
Westminster  indicates  that  it  does  not  frequently  exploit  the  Thames  for  food. 
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Some  Preliminary  Results  of  Swift  Ringing 
at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey 
A.  M.  Hutson,  John  A.  Burton  and  S.  D.  G.  Stephens 

INTRODUCTION 

Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  near  Croydon  in  Surrey,  occupies  an  area  of  about 
one  square  mile  and  is  bounded  by  Mitcham  Common  to  the  north  and 
Beddington  Park  to  the  south.  Together  these  areas  form  a  large  expanse  of 
open  country  surrounded  by  the  suburbs  of  London.  A  general  account  of  the 
sewage  farm  and  its  birds  was  given  by  Milne  (1956).  At  that  time  the  system 
used  at  Beddington  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  was  little  different  from  when  the 
farm  was  originally  laid  down  late  in  the  nineteenth  century  (Carter,  1933).  By 
the  mid-1960s  a  greatly  increased  quantity  of  sewage  was  being  treated  and  the 
system  described  by  Milne  was  streamlined  to  the  extent  that  fields  were  not  left 
fallow  for  very  long  and  a  much  higher  proportion  of  fields  were  under  irrigation 
at  any  particular  time. 

In  the  late  1960s  a  new  works  was  constructed  employing  a  quite  different 
system  of  sewage  disposal  (Everett  and  Healey  1970).  This  system  does  not 
necessitate  the  irrigation  through  grassplots,  but  does  require  a  much  greater 
area  of  sludge-drying  beds.  The  new  system  came  into  operation  towards  the 
end  of  1969  and  for  the  winter  of  1969-1970  no  fields  were  flooded,  though  some 
were  still  wet  from  earlier  flooding.  This  naturally  meant  the  extreme  reduction 
in  numbers  of  many  winter  species  such  as  Snipe,  Lapwing,  thrushes,  etc. 
Through  most  of  1970  the  grassplots  rapidly  took  on  the  appearance  of  dry 
grass  meadows  and  a  limited  amount  of  flooding  in  the  winter  of  1970-71  showed 
that  these  fields  had  been  affected  by  the  long  dry  spell  to  the  extent  that  they 
were  no  longer  of  any  great  attraction  to  the  same  variety  and  number  of  birds. 
It  was  expected  that  a  similar  reduction  would  be  apparent  in  certain  summer 
species,  such  as  Swift  and  House  Martin.  During  the  summer  months  Swifts 
in  particular  gathered  aver  Beddington  to  feed  on  the  abundant  supplies  of 
insects  that  bred  in  the  lush  grass  of  the  flooded  grassplots.  The  summer  of 
1970  showed  that  the  sludge-drying  beds,  whilst  producing  considerably  less 
insects  than  the  grassplots,  could  produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  insect  food  for 
the  usual  concentrations  of  Swifts,  but  it  might  be  unwise  to  assume  that  this 
will  happen  in  future  years. 

Many  factors  confuse  the  results  of  the  ringing  of  Swifts  at  Beddington,  the 
most  important  being  that  the  samples  are  gathered  in  an  inconsistent  manner. 
Throughout  most  of  their  brief  stay  in  this  country  some  Swifts  are  to  be  seen 
over  and  around  Beddington,  but  under  certain  conditions  they  concentrate  at  a 
low  level  and  it  is  normally  only  at  such  times  that  it  is  possible  to  trap  them  in 
any  numbers.  The  most  suitable  weather  conditions  for  trapping  Swifts  is  when 
it  is  overcast  with  impending  showers,  or  after  such  showers.  Light  rain  itself 
will  encourage  low  level  feeding,  but  heavier  rain  will  force  them  elsewhere. 
Wind  will  encourage  them  to  seek  the  shelter  of  hedges.  Late  in  the  breeding 
season,  however,  when  a  greater  amount  of  food  is  necessary  to  feed  growing 
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young  birds,  they  will  feed  at  low  levels  in  much  less  extreme  weather  conditions 
and  this  becomes  the  major  trapping  period. 

During  1957,  465  of  the  feeding  Swifts  were  caught  in  mist-nets  and  ringed, 
and  Swifts  have  been  trapped  and  ringed  in  each  succeeding  year.  It  was  not 
until  the  development  at  Beddington  of  a  technique  of  man-handling  the  nets 
into  the  path  of  the  highly  manoeuvrable  Swifts  that  there  was  any  consistent 
success  in  trapping  (Milne  and  Scott  1959).  This  technique  has  since  become 
widely  used  and  is  popularly  known  as  ‘flicking’.  Annual  totals  vary  between 
a  maximum  of  1,318  birds  ringed  in  1968  and  a  minimum  of  82  in  1965  (table  1); 
this  range  is  more  likely  a  result  of  the  varying  activities  of  ringers  together  with 
variations  in  the  incidence  of  suitable  weather  conditions,  rather  than  any 
significant  change  in  the  population  size. 

This  paper  is  intended  as  an  introduction  to  the  results  of  14  years  of  Swift 
ringing  at  Beddington  with  some  general  conclusions  about  the  structure  and 
breeding  distribution  of  this  population  as  suggested  from  ringed,  retrapped  and 
recovered  birds.  Some  factors  which  may  limit  the  breeding  distribution  of 
Swifts  in  the  London  area  are  also  discussed.  However  true  these  conclusions 
may  be,  they  may  not  be  applicable  other  than  to  a  population  feeding  at  an 
exceptional  site  within  the  confines  of  a  very  large  conurbation.  Further 
investigations  are  in  progress  on  the  age  structure  and  size  of  the  population 
feeding  at  Beddington,  the  moult,  weight,  ectoparasites  and  food  of  these  Swifts 
as  well  as  more  detailed  analyses  of  the  ringing  results  for  Swifts  in  the  London 
area  as  a  whole. 

RESULTS 

Only  the  recoveries  of  birds  found  by  members  of  the  public  can  be  considered 
to  form  a  reasonably  random  sample.  Except  where  otherwise  stated  we  have, 
therefore,  only  analysed  these  recoveries  and  have  omitted  ‘controls’,  i.e.  ringed 


Table  1.  Annual  totals  of  Swifts  ringed  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey. 

(Total:  7547) 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

No.  of  birds 

ringed 

465 

308 

556 

683 

612 

599 

103 

Year 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

No.  of  birds 

ringed 

183 

82 

630 

803 

1318 

322 

883 

Table  2  .  Details  of  London  area  recoveries  of  various  species  ringed  at  Beddington 


Species 

Swift 

Sewage  Farm,  Surrey. 

Song 

Starling  Thrush  Blackbird 

Greenfinch 

House 

Sparrow 

Total  recoveries 

97 

97 

45 

78 

45 

39 

%  alive 

33 

9 

7 

9 

7 

5 

%  killed  by  cats 

6 

15 

13 

15 

31 

31 

%  killed  on  road 
or  railway 

12 

1 

20 

10 

4 

10 

%  found  dead 

46 

66 

42 

58 

53 

46 

%  others 

2 

8 

18 

8 

4 

8 

SWIFT  RINGING  AT  BEDDINGTON  SEWAGE  FARM 


83 


birds  trapped  by  other  ringers  operating  at  similar  feeding  stations.  This  was 
also  found  necessary  by  Perrins  (1971). 

Of  the  104  British  recoveries  reported  by  members  of  the  public  over  half 
have  some  information  concerning  the  cause  of  death.  Many  of  the  des¬ 
criptions  recorded,  such  as  “entered  building  through  open  window”,  “flew  into 
bathroom  sink”,  “found  dead  after  being  trapped  in  loft”,  “decomposed  remains 
fell  from  under  eaves  of  house”,  imply  that  the  birds  were  actually  entering  or 
leaving  a  nest  site  when  some  accident  occurred.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  other 
recoveries  away  from  feeding  areas  also  suggest  proximity  to  breeding  sites,  as 
Swifts  rarely  occur  low  among  houses  except  when  near  the  nest  site.  Such 
recoveries  can  be  used  to  plot  breeding  distribution. 

Table  2  summarises  the  causes  of  death  of  these  birds  and  compares  them 
with  other  birds  commonly  ringed  at  Beddington.  It  is  apparent  that  a  high 
proportion  of  the  Swifts  are  found  alive — accidentally  grounded,  stunned  or 
injured.  Perrins  {op.  cit.)  observed  a  similar  trend. 

From  our  examination  of  the  recovery  data  of  Beddington  ringed  Swifts  we 
would  suggest  that  they  are  drawn  from  a  population  of  breeding  adults 
restricted  to  the  south  and  south-west  suburbs  of  London.  This  is  based 
on  the  following : 

1.  For  the  reasons  stated  above  the  recoveries  suggest  breeding  adult  birds. 

2.  Less  than  20  juveniles  have  been  ringed,  indicating  that  the  young  do  not 
feed  with  the  parents  and  probably  leave  the  area  as  soon  as  they  are 
fledged,  as  described  by  Lack  (1956).  Following  De  Roo  (1966),  it  has 
been  possible  to  identify  immatures  in  their  first  year,  and  these  too  form 
a  very  low  proportion  that  is  found  only  late  in  the  season. 

3.  The  high  incidence  of  capture  of  previously  ringed  birds  (e.g.  46%  of  278 
trapped  on  June  22nd,  1968  and  frequently  higher  when  fewer  birds  were 
caught)  suggests  a  localised  population  in  which  the  adults  return  each 
year  to  the  same  breeding/feeding  area. 

4.  Of  the  104  British  recoveries  only  seven  occur  outside  the  proposed  area, 
and  yet  a  further  11  recoveries  have  been  reported  abroad  on  their 
wintering  movements  along  the  migration  route  through  western  Europe, 
North  Africa  and  the  Congo. 

5.  The  London  Area  recoveries  of  Swifts  ringed  at  Beddington  have  been 
compared  with  those  of  other  species  ringed  at  Beddington,  such  as 
Blackbird,  Song  Thrush  and  Starling  (birds  of  similar  size  to  a  Swift 
and  similarly  likely  to  occur  throughout  the  suburbs).  It  is  noticeable 
that  these  latter  species  are  recovered  over  a  much  wider  area  of  the 
London  suburbs  (fig.  2).  This  indicates  that  the  apparent  restriction  of 
the  Swift  is  not  due  to  any  bias  in  the  method  of  recording. 

6.  Of  over  200  controls  of  other  ringers’  birds,  only  seven  do  not  originate 
from  within  this  area.  Similarly,  only  two  out  of  85  of  our  birds 
controlled  by  other  ringers  are  outside  this  area. 

This  restriction  of  recoveries  and  controls  is  readily  apparent  from  fig.  1. 
A  similar  pattern  of  recoveries  is  shown  by  data  from  Swifts  ringed  at  other 
feeding  stations  within  the  range  of  the  Beddington  Swifts  (Burton,  Hutson  and 
Stephens  in  prep .).  The  restriction  of  Swifts  to  a  limited  feeding  area  was  first 
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suggested  by  Cramp  (1950),  also  working  in  the  London  Area,  who  suggested 
that  Swifts  normally  feed  within  half  a  mile  or  so  of  the  breeding  colony.  It 
would  seem  that  while  not  as  restricted  as  Cramp  believed,  breeding  Swifts  do 
not  normally  undertake  long  distance  weather  movements  of  the  type  described 
by  Lack  {op.  cit.),  although  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  greater 
chance  of  controls  at  feeding  sites  than  there  is  of  recovery  by  members  of  the 
public  away  from  the  feeding  area. 

METHODS  OF  RECORDING  BREEDING  DISTRIBUTION 

In  the  past,  attempts  to  record  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Swift  in  the 
London  Area  have  been  based  entirely  on  sight  records  (Cramp  1950;  Gooders 


Fig.  1.  The  approximate  location  of  all  recoveries  (solid  circles)  and  controls 
(open  circles)  in  the  London  area  of  Swifts  ringed  at  Beddington  sewage  farm, 
Surrey.  The  limit  of  the  built-up  area  in  1914  is  shown  in  outline.  The 
boundary  of  the  LNHS  Area,  20  miles  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (marked  by  a 
cross),  is  shown  by  a  circle.  The  vice-county  boundaries  are  shown,  of  which  the 
Thames  forms  part,  and  the  dotted  rectangle  indicates  the  Society’s  'Inner  London 
Area’.  The  10  km  national  grid  is  shown. 
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1968).  The  difficulty  of  locating  nest  sites  by  direct  observation  limits  the 
effectiveness  of  this  method,  except  for  an  intensive  survey  of  a  limited  area, 
as  was  done  by  Cramp’s  team  in  1949.  For  the  reasons  discussed  above  data 
from  ringing  recoveries  provide  records  of  further  breeding  localities.  Another 
additional  method  of  locating  breeding  colonies  is  from  records  of  the  iouse-fly, 
Crataerina  pallida  (Latr.)  (Diptera;  Hippoboscidae).  This  fly  is  a  very  common 
host-specific  parasite  of  the  Swift  and  frequently  wanders  into  buildings  housing 
Swift  colonies  in  its  search  for  a  host.  Since  it  is  flightless  and  its  entire  life-cycle 
is  associated  with  the  Swift  and  their  nests,  its  occurrence  in  buildings  indicates 
the  presence  of  a  colony  of  Swifts.  Fig.  3  shows  how  these  various  methods 
complement  each  other.  The  current  ‘Atlas  of  London’s  Birds’  survey  already 
adds  to  the  known  distribution  of  this  species  (although  on  a  tetrad  grid  system) 
and  should  ultimately  demonstrate  a  fairly  complete  general  picture  of  the 
breeding  distribution. 


Fig.  2.  London  Area  recoveries  of  Starlings,  Song  Thrushes  and  Blackbirds 

ringed  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey. 
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Fig.  3.  The  breeding  distribution  of  the  Swift  in  south  London  as  shown  by 
various  sampling  methods.  The  records  are  plotted  on  a  1km.  grid  in  two  nat¬ 
ional  grid  10km.  squares  (TQ  27  and  TQ  37). 


FACTORS  LIMITING  THE  BREEDING  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SWIFTS  IN  LONDON 

We  have  attempted  to  correlate  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Swift, 
particularly  in  the  central  areas  of  London,  with  physical  factors.  Cramp 
(op.  cit .)  has  shown  that,  in  his  study  areas,  80%  of  the  Swifts’  nests  were  in 
houses  built  before  1914  (the  style  of  that  period  being  more  suitable  for  nesting) 
and  we  have  found  a  similar  connection  between  ringing  recoveries  and  the 
limits  of  the  London  Area  in  1914  (fig.  1).  The  other  factors  investigated  were 
altitude,  smoke  pollution,  sulphur  dioxide  pollution  and  the  growth  of  the 
London  conurbation.  Only  the  latter,  in  the  manner  suggested  above,  appears 
to  have  any  influence  upon  the  distribution  of  the  Swift. 

The  comparison  was  made  with  the  data  used  by  Gooders  (1968),  the  Growth 
of  London  map  kindly  lent  by  the  Greater  London  Council  and  the  maps 
produced  by  Laundon  (1970)  for  comparing  the  lichen  distribution  with 
pollution  levels. 

We  would  suggest,  however,  that  an  important  factor  in  limiting  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  Swifts  in  London  is  the  availability  of  suitable  “super”  feeding 
localities.  These  localities  must  be  able  to  provide  an  abundance  of  insects 
during  the  course  of  the  breeding  season,  such  as  is  produced  by  sewage  farms 
and  reservoirs.  Central  London  and  the  inner  suburbs  constitute  an  uniformly 
dry  biotope  which  is  generally  unable  to  support  a  rich  and  varied  succession  of 
insects  that  are  suitable  prey  for  Swifts.  Even  the  parks  of  Central  London 
consist,  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  closely-cut  grassland  and  waters  in  which 
the  natural  balance  can  be  so  upset  that  large  numbers  of  fish  die  from  lack  of 
oxygen  and  food  (Pentelow,  1965).  This  would  appear  to  preclude  them  from 
providing  a  suitable  source  of  insects  for  the  Swifts.  The  unsuitability  of  the 
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inner  London  habitat  restricts  the  breeding  range  of  the  Swift  to  the  outer 
suburbs  where  there  is  a  general  overall  availability  of  insects,  together  with 
local  concentrations  at  the  reservoirs  and  sewage  farms. 
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Birds  at  Surrey  Commercial  Docks 
P.  J.  Grant 

INTRODUCTION 

In  recent  years  the  increasing  use  of  much  larger  commercial  ships,  and  the 
need  for  them  to  use  the  deeper,  better  equipped  ports  nearer  to  the  estuary  of 
the  River  Thames,  has  led  to  the  gradual  obsolescence  of  the  smaller  dock 
systems  in  the  centre  of  London.  One  of  these  dock  systems,  the  Surrey  Commercial 
Docks  at  Bermondsey,  was  finally  closed  to  shipping  at  the  end  of  1970  as  a 
result  of  this  trend,  after  a  steady  decline  in  its  use  over  the  past  few  years. 
During  this  period  the  area  has  become  steadily  less  disturbed  by  human  activity, 
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and  the  large  areas  of  open  water  and  overgrown  waste  ground  have  provided  a 
unique  habitat  for  central  London  which  has  proved  remarkably  attractive  to 
large  numbers  of  birds. 

From  August  1970  to  March  1971  the  author  made  50  visits  to  the  area  to 
study  the  bird  population.  These  observations  are  summarised  later  in  more 
detail,  but  particular  attention  is  drawn  here  to  the  importance  of  the  Lavender 
Dock  as  a  refuge  for  wintering  duck.  During  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of 
January  1971  numbers  reached  a  peak  when  over  2,500  of  ten  species  were 
present  on  this  small  area  of  water.  Tufted  Duck  and  Pochard  were  in  the  great 
majority,  but  rare  species  in  the  London  Area  like  Ferruginous  Duck  and  Red¬ 
breasted  Merganser  also  occurred.  Other  observations  of  special  note  were  the 
presence  of  up  to  18  Herons  throughout  the  study  period,  up  to  nine  Redshank 
and  1,000+  Skylarks  during  the  first  week  of  January,  and  the  occurrence  of 
such  species  as  Ringed  Plover,  Dunlin  and  Common  Terns  as  well  as  a  variety  of 
other  commoner  migrant  or  passage  species. 

Considering  the  proximity  of  the  area  to  the  centre  of  London  (only  one  mile 
from  the  City  boundary,  and  largely  within  the  LNHS  “Inner  London”  area),  and 
its  situation  surrounded  by  the  closely  built  residential  and  industrial  areas  of 
Bermondsey  and  Deptford,  the  results  are  perhaps  all  the  more  impressive, 
although  recent  observations  (Grant  1970a  and  Cornelius,  page  92  of  this  Report) 
have  shown  that  birds  will  quickly  take  advantage  of  suitable  waste  ground 
habitats  in  urban  surroundings  in  London,  even  if  these  habitats  are  only  of  a 
temporary  nature. 


BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  accompanying  map  (fig.  1)  shows  the  sites  mentioned  in  this  paper,  and 
gives  an  impression  of  the  main  habitats.  The  total  area  of  the  docks  is  approxi¬ 
mately  \  sq.  mile,  but  two  areas  in  particular  provided  the  main  ornithological 
interest : 

Lavender  Dock:  This  had  been  partially  filled  in  with  rubble  from  local  clearance 
areas,  leaving  a  water  area  of  approximately  12  acres.  Three  quarters  of  the  water 
area  were  surrounded  by  the  original  sheer  dock  walls,  and  the  remainder  by  a 
sloping  weed-covered  bank,  formed  by  the  limit  of  the  infilling,  which  had 
ceased  some  years  previously.  This  dock  was  much  shallower  than  any  of  the 
others  in  the  dock  system,  due  to  heavy  silting,  and  large  expanses  of  mud  were 
exposed  when  the  water  level  was  low.  Up  to  the  end  of  1970  water  levels  in  the 
dock  system  were  controlled  by  pumping,  and  subsequently  by  the  natural  tidal 
flow  of  the  Thames.  All  of  the  other  docks  in  the  system  were  not  silted  to  the 
same  extent  and  much  deeper  as  a  result. 

Lady  Dock  and  the  remainder  of  Lavender  Dock:  Both  had  been  filled  in  and 
levelled  some  years  previously,  and  the  surrounding  timber  sheds  had  been 
demolished,  leaving  an  area  of  approximately  60  acres  of  flat  waste  ground  which 
had  become  overgrown  with  weeds,  small  trees  and  bushes. 

The  remainder  of  the  area,  largely  in  the  western  half  of  the  docks,  is  more 
closely  built  with  timber  sheds  and  dock  buildings,  lacking  large  areas  of  rough 
open  ground,  and  the  water  areas  were  less  silted  and  deeper.  This  area  thus 
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Fig.  1.  Surrey  Commercial  Docks,  South  London,  showing  main  habitats  as 
at  the  end  of  1970. 

The  1km  grid  lines  of  national  grid  square  TQ,  and  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  LNHS  ‘Inner  London’  area  are  shown. 
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proved  comparatively  unattractive  to  birds,  and  it  was  not  visited  regularly.  It 
may  well  be  that  future  demolitions  and  infilling  here  may  create  habitats  compar¬ 
able  to  those  at  present  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  docks. 


SUMMARY  OF  OBSERVATIONS 

This  section  notes  all  observations  of  interest  made  during  50  visits  from  August 
7th  1 970  to  the  end  of  March  1971.  The  records  of  species  or  numbers  of  particular 

j 

interest  for  an  Inner  London  locality  are  given  in  more  detail  with  comment  where 
necessary,  and  other  species  are  briefly  listed  for  the  sake  of  completeness.  It 
can  be  taken  that  all  counts  of  aquatic  species  refer  to  the  Lavender  Dock,  and 
for  other  species  to  the  Lavender/Lady  Dock  area.  Other  observations  made  in 
the  remainder  of  the  study  area  proved  of  minor  importance  and  are  not  included. 

Little  Grebe:  Up  to  four  from  Oct.  14th  to  the  end  of  March,  but  seven  or 
eight  from  Feb.  9th  to  11th. 

Heron:  Up  to  18  throughout  the  period  but  fewer  during  March.  The  birds 
probably  came  from  the  newly  established  Regent’s  Park  heronry,  and  the 
success  of  this  colony  could  well  have  resulted  from  (and  be  dependant  upon) 
the  availability  of  this  suitable  feeding  area  at  Lavender  Dock,  although  the 
majority  were  immatures.  They  have  been  seen  taking  small  fish  from  the  dock 
and  these  would  appear  to  be  the  main  attraction.  When  disturbed  they  use  the 
adjacent  timber  shed  roofs  as  perches. 


Duck:  Undoubtedly  the  most  surprising  aspect  of  the  bird  population  in  the 
area  was  the  high  numbers  of  duck  recorded.  The  following  table  shows  the  peak 
monthly  counts  for  the  three  most  regular  species : 


Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Mallard 

120 

3 

2 

6 

4 

90 

10 

20 

Tufted  Duck 

1 

8 

9 

70 

190 

800 

100 

nil 

Pochard 

4 

17 

20 

220 

480 

1,700 

400 

1 

Other  duck:  Teal,  four  Jan.  8th;  Wigeon,  singles  Jan.  5th  and  9th  and  two  7th; 
Pintail,  one  Jan.  8th;  Scaup,  one  or  two  on  eight  dates  from  Oct.  26th  to  Jan. 
16th;  Ferruginous  Duck,  a  pair  on  Jan.  7th,  the  female  remaining  until  Jan. 
10th;  Goldeneye,  one  Jan.  9th;  Red-breasted  Merganser  one  from  Jan.  5th  to 
7th;  Shelduck,  singles  Sep.  15th  and  16th,  and  Jan.  7th  to  Mar.  10th. 

Virtually  all  of  the  duck  frequented  the  Lavender  Dock,  although  occasional 
very  small  numbers  were  seen  on  Stave,  Island  and  Albion  Docks.  The  attrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Lavender  Dock  was  almost  certainly  the  heavy  silting  and  shallower 
water  there.  Presumably  a  good  food  supply  had  established  itself  in  the  mud, 
and  the  shallower  water  probably  made  feeding  easier. 

A  dawn  watch  on  January  14th  revealed  only  a  handful  of  duck  present  at 
first  light,  but  during  the  first  hour  after  dawn  60  Pochard  and  45  Tufted  Duck 
were  seen  to  arrive,  and  an  afternoon  visit  showed  that  numbers  had  increased 
to  850  and  350  respectively.  The  birds  arrived  from  the  east,  and  they  had 
almost  certainly  come  from  the  duck  flocks  on  the  River  Thames  below 
Woolwich  (see  Grant  1970b),  about  six  miles  downriver.  Other  observations  of 
low  numbers  during  the  morning,  increasing  by  the  afternoon  suggested  that 
this  flight  into  the  dock  during  the  morning  (and  a  departure  during  the  evening) 
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was  a  regular  daily  event.  Whether  the  Lavender  Dock  was  the  primary  feeding 
area  of  these  birds  is  open  to  debate:  certainly  the  diving  duck  did  not  spend  a 
great  deal  of  time  actually  feeding,  and  it  may  well  be  that  they  used  the  site 
mainly  as  a  daytime  roost.  Without  doubt,  however,  the  population  of  duck  at 
Surrey  Docks  is  closely  connected  with  the  population  from  further  down  the 
River  Thames. 

Numbers  increased  dramatically  after  December  24th,  due  to  cold  weather  on 
the  Continent  and  in  Britain,  and  they  reached  a  peak  on  January  7th,  declining 
to  ‘normal’  by  mid-January  with  the  return  of  milder  weather.  Two  Ferruginous 
Duck  and  a  variety  of  other  species  during  this  period  are  noteworthy. 

waders:  A  variety  of  waders  were  attracted  by  the  areas  of  mud  exposed  at  low 
water:  Ringed  Plover,  one  Aug.  19th;  Common  Sandpiper,  up  to  three  Aug. 
17th  to  Sep.  4th;  Redshank,  up  to  nine  Jan.  5th  to  9th  during  cold  weather; 
Dunlin,  singles  Oct.  15th  and  Jan.  7th. 

Common  Tern:  Singles  Aug.  24th  and  Sep.  4th. 

Skylark:  During  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of  January,  up  to  1,000+  on  the 
rough  ground  in  the  Lavender/Lady  Dock  area. 

Meadow  Pipit:  Up  to  45  feeding  during  a  passage  of  this  species  from  Sep.  15th, 
some  remaining  until  Dec.  5th. 

Rock  Pipit:  One  on  Oct.  26th. 

Yellow  Wagtail:  Gave  signs  of  having  bred  in  the  area,  with  up  to  five  (including 
juveniles)  from  the  beginning  of  August  to  the  27th. 

Other  summer  migrants:  Cuckoo,  singles  Aug.  25th  and  27th;  Wheatear,  up  to 
four,  and  Whinchat,  up  to  three,  during  the  period  Aug.  27th  to  Sep.  16th. 
Black  Redstart,  one  Sep.  15th;  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat  and  Willow 
Warbler,  singles  Aug.  19th  to  27th. 

Other  species  recorded  (with  maximum  counts):  Mute  Swan  (2),  Kestrel  (3), 
Moorhen  (40),  Greater  Black-backed  Gull  (4),  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (70), 
Herring  Gull  (20),  Common  Gull  (30),  Black-headed  Gull  (3,000),  Wood 
Pigeon  (20),  Carrion  Crow  (2),  Redwing  (small  numbers  flying  over),  Blackbird, 
Dunnock,  Pied  Wagtail  (12  at  roost),  Grey  Wagtail  (1),  Starling,  Greenfinch 
(6),  Goldfinch  (15),  Linnet  (6),  Redpoll  (1),  Reed  Bunting  (1),  House  Sparrow. 
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Notes 

Yellow  Wagtails  breeding  in  Inner  London.  In  1968  P.  R.  Greenwood  recorded  the 
presence  of  a  pair  of  Yellow  Wagtails  during  May  and  June  at  a  three  acre  area 
of  waste  ground  situated  between  the  River  Thames  and  the  Albert  Embankment 
adjacent  to  the  southern  approach  to  Vauxhall  Bridge:  during  May  these  birds 
were  feeding  a  juvenile  scarcely  able  to  fly.  In  1970,  lwc,  prg  and  G.  H.  Gush 
recorded  two  pairs  present  at  the  same  site  throughout  the  breeding  season — both 
nested  and  at  least  two  juveniles  were  reared.  These  observations  provide  the 
first  proved  breeding  records  for  the  LNHS  Inner  London  area. 

A  brewery  which  was  bombed  during  the  war  formerly  stood  on  the  site,  which 
is  now  strewn  with  rubble  and  covered  with  typical  bombed  site  vegetation 
(Common  Melilot,  Mugwort  and  Rosebay  the  dominant  species).  Advertising 
hoardings  surround  the  site  on  two  sides  and  provide  some  seclusion  from  the 
passing  heavy  traffic,  and  apart  from  children  and  youths  who  enter  the  area 
unofficially  there  is  little  human  disturbance.  There  is  no  doubt  that  two  pairs 
nested  in  1970,  and  at  least  one  was  successful.  The  successful  nest  was  situated 
in  a  former  basement  in  an  area  of  dense  Stinging  Nettles,  and  was  fairly  free 
from  interference.  The  second  nest  site  was  more  vulnerable,  and  may  have  been 
destroyed  either  by  accidental  trampling  or  maliciously. 

The  breeding  of  Yellow  Wagtails  in  Inner  London  is  remarkable,  although 
in  the  past  they  have  been  recorded  breeding  in  similar  riverside  waste  ground/ 
industrial  habitats  in  the  London  suburbs,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  observations 
in  1968  and  1970  were  the  result  of  the  availability  of  this  type  of  habitat  in  Inner 
London,  rather  than  any  general  extension  of  the  species’  breeding  range  towards 
the  centre  of  London. 

L.  W.  Cornelius ,  20  Blacksmiths  Hill ,  Sander  stead,  Surrey,  CR2  9  A  Y. 


Seabird  watching  on  the  River  Thames.  Records  in  past  L.B.R.s  show  that  large 
numbers  of  terns  were  recorded  regularly  on  the  River  Thames  only  below 
Dartford,  and  there  is  no  reference  to  these  birds  actually  feeding  in  the  River. 
Observations  from  the  southern  edge  of  Rainham  Marsh  during  the  autumn  of 
1970  not  only  suggest  that  seabirds  (terns  in  particular)  are  coming  further 
upriver  than  in  the  past,  but  also  that  they  are  able  to  find  food,  as  a  result  of  the 
cleaner  conditions  which  now  prevail.  On  Sept.  16th,  for  example,  I  watched 
from  14.00  to  16.30  hours.  At  first  Common/Arctic  Terns  were  seen  moving  up 
river,  and  after  high  tide,  at  about  14.45,  29  were  counted  as  they  passed  back 
dowm.  Five  Little  Terns,  closely  followed  by  seven  more,  came  up  at  14.45; 
five  returned  at  15.20  and  four  at  15.45.  If,  as  seems  probable,  some  of  the  same 
birds  were  involved,  these  had  time  to  get  well  past  Coldharbour  Point,  which  w  as 
the  limit  of  my  view.  (On  Sept.  24th  P.  J.  Strangeman  noted  a  total  of  1 1  Common/ 
Arctic  Terns  flying  east  along  the  Woolwich/Crossness  section  of  the  River, 
clearly  suggesting  that  these  movements  progress  at  least  this  far).  A  Little  Gull 
which  passed  upriver  at  15.10,  and  tw'o  Arctic  Skuas  at  16.00,  were  not  seen 
again.  Similar  movements  of  Common/Arctic  Terns  w  ere  observed  from  Rainham 
on  Aug.  21st  (when  ten  Black  Terns  also  flew  up  river),  Aug.  25th  and  Sept.  18th. 
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It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  that  many  of  these  birds  were  feeding,  Common/ 
Arctic  Terns  being  seen  to  take  small  fish.  Further  down  river,  where  records  of 
large  numbers  of  terns  are  more  regular,  R.  V.  White  watching  at  Swanscombe 
noted  a  total  of  116  Common/Arctic  Terns  flying  west  between  Aug.  19th  and 
Sept.  16th,  at  least  12  of  which  were  actually  feeding,  and  the  Dartford  Ringing 
Group  noted  a  ‘small  passage’  between  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  12th.  On  Sept.  16th 
(the  same  day  as  the  Rainham  observations  above)  rvw  saw  a  Manx  Shearwater 
flying  downriver  past  Swanscombe.  These  observations  draw  attention  to  a 
possible  new  aspect  of  birdwatching  on  the  Thames,  which  like  the  exciting  huge 
increases  of  winter  duck  and  wader  numbers  in  recent  years,  deserves  more 
attention. 

K.  Noble,  48  Coolgctrdie  Avenue,  Chigwell,  Essex. 


Obituary 

Henry  Frederick  Greenfield  (1915-1969) 

By  the  death  of  Harry  Greenfield  on  August  21st,  1969  the  Society  lost  an  all 
round  naturalist  who  was  a  leading  figure  in  the  Ornithological  Section  in  the 
years  following  the  Second  World  War. 

Of  a  quiet  nature,  erudite  and  of  aesthetic  tastes,  Harry  acquired  from  his 
father  an  intense  love  of  the  countryside  and  a  wide  knowledge  of  the  botany 
of  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex.  A  brilliant  academic  career  took  him  through 
Whitgift  School  to  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  where  he  met  many  of  the  well 
known  names  of  ornithology  and  it  was  the  influence  of  the  Oxford  Ornitho¬ 
logical  Society  which  led  him  to  birds  as  his  main  interest. 

Harry  joined  the  L.N.H.S.  in  1939  and  after  service  in  the  Royal  Artillery 
from  1940  to  1946,  was  quickly  absorbed  into  the  affairs  of  the  Ornithological 
Section,  first  as  Recorder  for  South  of  the  Thames  and  then  for  an  interim 
period  as  Recorder  for  North.  In  due  course  he  became  an  elected  member  of 
the  Sectional  Committee,  and  in  1951  succeeded  E.  R.  Parrinder  as  Chairman  of 
the  Section.  An  exemplary  holder  of  the  office,  he  will  be  remembered  for  his 
conduct  of  meetings  and  for  his  success  in  promoting  the  friendliness  of  the 
Society.  To  him  every  member  was  an  individual;  he  encouraged  participation 
in  discussions  and  so  that  members  knew  who  was  speaking  he  always  announced 
them  by  name  from  the  Chair.  His  work  as  Recorder,  his  expeditions  in  the 
field  and  his  retentive  memory  gave  him  an  unusually  wide  knowledge  of  the 
Society’s  membership.  During  his  Chairmanship  the  membership  continued  to 
grow  and  meetings  attracted  some  huge  audiences — both  Field  Marshal  Viscount 
Alanbrooke  and  Eric  Hosking  attracted  over  400  people. 

The  year  1952  also  saw  the  foundation  of  the  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory 
and  Harry  became  a  regular  visitor  there,  which  must  have  brought  him  happy 
memories  for  it  was  on  a  coach  outing  to  Dungeness  in  1947  that  he  first  met 
Elizabeth  whom  he  married  in  1949. 

Never  robust  in  health  and  heavily  burdened  by  his  professional  duties  at  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Harry  found  that  he  had  to  cut  down  on  his  responsi¬ 
bilities  and  resigned  the  Chairmanship  after  only  one  year,  but  remained  a 
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member  of  the  Committee  for  some  time  and  attended  meetings  regularly  until 
1968.  With  W.  D.  Melluish  he  was  responsible  for  the  chapter  on  Agricultural 
Land  in  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900. 

In  1961  and  again  in  1968  Harry  Greenfield  underwent  major  operations,  after 
the  second  of  which  he  retired  from  the  Civil  Service  in  favour  of  part-time 
lecturing  near  his  home  in  Kent.  His  heart,  however,  was  still  with  the  L.N.H.S. 
and  it  gave  him  enormous  pleasure  to  be  able  to  lead  the  Rambler’s  Section  on 
an  eight-mile  walk  to  Chevening  Park  on  March  30th,  1969.  He  had  already, 
in  surveying  the  route,  felt  the  symptoms  of  his  last  illness  and  the  courage  with 
which  he  faced  the  next  six  months  was  a  measure  to  his  stature.  To  his  widow 
and  to  his  son  and  daughter  we  extend  our  sympathy  in  the  loss  of  one  who  was 
a  much  loved  figure  in  the  Society,  as  in  his  family  circle.  H.  A.  Craw. 


Book  Review 

An  Eye  for  a  Bird.  By  Eric  Hosking  with  Frank  W.  Lane.  Hutchinson,  London, 
1970.  xviii  -1-  302  pages;  155  photographs,  16  in  colour;  4  text  figures.  £3.25. 

Most  bird  watchers  who  have  ever  pointed  a  camera  hopefully  at  a  bird  must 
have  prayed  that  the  resulting  picture  would  be  as  good  as  a  ‘Hosking’.  That 
is  one  tribute  his  fellow  ornithologists  pay  the  man  who  has  become  a  legend 
in  his  lifetime.  In  this  book  the  story  of  the  legend  and  his  camera  is  told  with 
a  gusto  and  good  fellowship  that  is  typical  of  the  man. 

Broadly  the  book  divides  into  three  parts.  First  a  brief  account  of  his  early 
years — a  third  generation  Londoner — carries  the  story  to  the  point  where  Eric 
Hosking,  professional  photographer,  faced  his  first  challenge — on  the  dole  in 
the  depression  of  1931.  But  his  energy  soon  got  him  busy  with  his  camera  and 
the  search  for  birds  was  on,  taking  him  from  modest  beginnings  in  Suffolk, 
Wales  (and  the  accident  that  gives  the  book  its  title),  to  Scotland  and  an  eagle¬ 
watching  honeymoon.  By  1939  he  had  pretty  well  mastered  his  craft  both  in 
the  field  and  the  darkroom.  After  the  war  ornithology,  like  much  else,  took  on 
a  new  direction  and  there  are  chapters  in  this  middle  section  which  show  the 
possibilities  opening  out  and  the  way  he  grasped  his  chances.  His  activities 
ranged  from  aerial  surveys  of  remote  Scottish  islands  to  the  first  photographic 
encounters  with  the  City’s  Black  Redstarts  and  the  Walthamstow  Herons.  A 
chapter  deals  with  his  early  trips  abroad  to  Holland  and  Scandinavia  and  three 
more  with  his  long  familiarity  with  Hickling,  Hilbre  and  Minsmere  in  the  years 
before  the  great  onslaught  such  places  nowadays  suffer  in  the  name  of  ornithology. 

Eric  Hosking  has  broadened  the  horizons  of  the  bird  photographer  both  as 
lecturer  and  as  innovator.  Three  chapters  on  technical  aspects  tell  of  his  work 
with  George  Edwards  and  the  late  Stuart  Smith  on  the  behaviour  of  birds  in  the 
presence  of  predators;  on  ultra  high-speed  flash  which  he  developed  as  a  tool 
for  ornithological  research;  and  on  the  often  nerve-wracking  art  of  building  hides. 
By  the  mid-fifties  Europe  was  being  re-discovered  by  ornithologists  and  in  a 
final  section  of  seven  chapters  he  gives  his  own  account  of  the  high-powered 
expeditions  that  visited  remote  but  rewarding  places.  The  Coto  Donana, 
Lammergeier  country  in  the  high  Sierra,  Bulgaria,  the  vast  lakes  and  plains  of 
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Hungary,  Jordan,  Pakistan  and  East  Africa  each  in  turn  produce  a  fund  of  good 
stories  and  superb  pictures.  The  book  concludes  with  a  chapter  on  his  favourite 
bird  and  one  on  cameras  and  equipment  for  the  benefit  of  any  would-be  Hoskings. 

This  is  Hosking’s  Life — nearly  300  pages  of  words.  But  Hosking’s  life  has 
been  photographs  and  the  owner  of  this  book  gets  a  gallery  of  great  Hosking 
pictures.  They  span  a  period  of  nearly  four  decades  from  the  Mute  Swan  of 
Swan  Vestas  to  the  Snowy  Owls  of  Fetlar  and  all  carry  the  hall-mark  of  the 
master.  And  here,  too,  are  some  of  the  people  who  have  shared  his  life  and 
particularly  his  unquenchable  enthusiasm  for  the  subjects  of  his  skill. 

L.  Baker. 


Notes  for  Contributors 


Papers  or  short  notes  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area 
are  welcomed,  and  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor  (address  in  Programme) 
by  the  end  of  February  for  publication  in  the  same  year.  Contributors  are 
asked  to  study  these  notes  with  care,  to  save  themselves  and  the  Editor  unnecessary 
work  in  the  revision  of  manuscripts. 

As  a  general  guide  to  presentation  and  layout,  authors  should  consult 
the  examples  in  this  issue,  and  they  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
following: 

English  names  of  species  should  have  capital  initials  for  each  word,  except 
after  a  hyphen  (e.g.  Reed  Bunting,  Black-headed  Gull),  but  group  names 
should  not  (e.g.  buntings,  gulls). 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  in  brackets,  immediately 
after  the  first  mention  of  the  English  name,  although  it  may  sometimes  be 
more  convenient  to  list  them  in  an  appendix. 

Dates  should  be  in  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1969. 

Reference  lists,  and  their  use  in  the  text,  should  follow  the  examples  in  this 
or  previous  issues. 

Tables  and  Figures  should  be  on  separate  sheets,  clearly  numbered.  Line 
drawings  should  be  in  indian  ink  on  good  quality  white  drawing  paper, 
preferably  larger  than  the  size  finally  intended.  Captions  should  be 
submitted  separately,  and  lettering  on  maps,  diagrams,  etc.,  may  be  pencilled 
on  an  overlay  as  these  can  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Standard  base  maps  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  for  plotting  ringing 
recoveries,  distributions,  etc.  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor  with  instructions 
for  their  use. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  the  author  for  checking,  but  only  essential  corrections 
can  be  made  at  this  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  will  be  supplied  on  request. 


THE  LONDON  NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY 

WHATEVER  your  interest  in  natural  history — even  if  you  are  still  a  beginner — 
the  Society  will  welcome  you  as  a  member.  You  are  offered  a  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  extending  your  knowledge  and  increasing  your  enjoyment.  The 
Society's  Area  lies  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul's  and  here  most  of  its 
activities  take  place.  Although  so  much  of  the  area  is  covered  with  bricks  and 
mortar  it  is  a  most  exciting  region  with  an  astonishing  variety  of  fauna  and  flora. 
The  Society  consists  of  Sections  whose  meetings  are  open  to  all  members  without 
formality.  If  you  are  interested  in:  archaeology,  botany,  ecology,  ento¬ 
mology,  GEOLOGY,  MAMMAL  STUDY,  ORNITHOLOGY,  RAMBLING  there  is  a  Section 
ready  to  help  you. 

We  offer  you  .  .  . 

INDOOR  MEETINGS 

Nearly  every  week  throughout  the  year  with  Films,  Lectures  and  Discussions 
on  all  aspects  of  natural  history. 

FIELD  MEETINGS 

Led  by  experts,  at  week-ends  and  on  summer  evenings  to  visit  “good”  natural 
history  places,  often  outside  our  Area.  These  excursions  are  very  popular  with 
beginners  wishing  to  improve  their  knowledge. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The  London  Naturalist,  published  annually,  a  permanent  record  of  the  Society's 
activities,  including  records  of  plants  and  animal  life  in  the  London  Area. 

The  London  Bird  Report,  published  annually,  containing  papers,  facts  and  figures 
of  special  interest  to  bird  watchers  in  London.  Compiled  by  the  Ornithological 
Section  which  also  issues  a  free  bi-monthly  Bulletin  (50p.  per  year  to  non¬ 
members  post  free). 

LIBRARY 

A  large  selection  of  books  and  periodicals,  many  with  special  reference  to  London, 
is  temporarily  in  store  awaiting  new  premises. 

READING  CIRCLES 

Many  important  natural  history  journals  are  circulated  enabling  members  who 
subscribe  to  these  circles  to  read  any  of  the  journals  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  an 
individual  subscription. 

UNIVERSITY  LECTURES 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  University  of  London,  Department  of  Extra-Mural 
Studies,  courses  of  evening  lectures  are  held  during  the  autumn  and  spring. 
They  are  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  members  for  more  knowledge  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  aspect  of  natural  history. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

MEMBERS  . £2*50 

JUNIOR  MEMBERS . £1-25 

FAMILY  MEMBERS . HALF  THE  APPROPRIATE  RATE 

All  members  except  family  members  receive  one  free  copy  of  The  London 
Naturalist  and  The  London  Bird  Report. 

All  details  may  be  obtained  from: — 

THE  MEMBERSHIP  SECRETARY,  MR.  A.  J.  BARRETT, 

21  GREEN  WAY,  FRINTON-ON-SEA, 

ESSEX,  CO  13  9AL 
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Introduction 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  first  of  two  sub-zero  winters  wreaked  so  much 
damage  on  the  birdlife  in  our  Area.  Among  the  species  then  facing  the  threat  of 
annihilation  was  the  Kingfisher,  never  so  common  on  our  streams  that  even  a 
few  pairs  could  be  spared.  In  an  important  paper  Brian  Meadows  traces  the 
recovery  of  this  dashing  ball  of  fire  that  was  so  nearly  put  out. 

Continuing  the  long  tradition  of  publishing  ornithological  surveys  of  well 
defined  habitats  within  our  Area,  attention  this  time  is  focussed  on  Cassiobury 
Park  and  surroundings.  John  Magee  has  ably  summarised  all  the  relevant  records 
between  1900  and  1971,  giving  a  concise  history  of  the  avian  community.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  welcome  Ian  Wallace  back  in  these  pages  after  a  long  absence  in  West 
Africa.  As  always,  he  has  something  stimulating  to  say:  this  time  it  is  based  on 
his  transects  of  Epping  Forest.  In  contrast  to  the  difficulties  a  severe  winter 
presents  to  birdlife,  Leslie  Baker  gives  details  of  the  tragic  effect  a  prolonged  spell 
of  hot  summer  weather  had  on  the  duck  that  breed  on  the  lake  in  Kew  Gardens. 

.  The  ability  to  identify  a  bird  is  the  prime  requirement  of  every  birdwatcher 
yet  the  whole  art  of  identification  is  never  fully  mastered.  When  hybrids  crop  up 
the  problem  becomes  even  more  confused.  Ken  Osborne  tackles  the  tricky  one 
of  the  Aythyci  ducks — the  Pochard/Ferruginous/Tufted/Scaup  group  and  his 
paper  provides  a  welcome  clarification  of  a  complex  subject  in  a  readable  and 
concise  form.  Two  short  notes,  one  on  Oystercatchers  and  the  other  on  Yellow 
Wagtails  complete  the  original  contributions  to  this  issue  of  the  LBR. 

There  has  been  only  one  change  in  the  team  that  produces  the  Report.  Charles 
Westwood  has  had  to  resign  after  two  years  as  Recorder  for  Bucks,  and  Middle¬ 
sex  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  the  work  he  has  put  in  for 
the  Society.  Martin  Gauntlett,  whose  address  is  given  on  page  4,  has  taken  his 
place  and  records  for  Bucks,  and  Middlesex  should  be  sent  to  him. 

L.B, 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and 
non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  appropriate  recorder  taking 
care  that  the  localities  are  entered  in  the  correct  county. 


.PAUL’S 
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RECORDING" 

AREA  5 MILES x1 
8MILES,  CENTRED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 
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It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  and  these  are  available  from  the  recorders  on  request.  Please  complete 
these  sheets  in  the  order  as  used  in  the  London  Bird  Report ,  and  submit  them 
in  July  for  the  period  from  January  to  June,  and  in  early  January  for  July  to 
December.  In  the  case  of  localities  which  are  regularly  watched  it  is  often  more 
convenient  to  submit  a  summary  of  observations  under  species  rather  than  a 
long  list  of  dates  and  numbers. 


Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  the  species  indicated  below,  using  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  for  each  species.  If  the  species  is  also  one  which  should  be 
considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds , 
Vol.  59,  No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305),  please  send  your  notes  to  that  Committee 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising  him  that  the  record 
has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit  your  record  sheets. 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants. 

All  divers 

Slavonian  Grebe.  Red-necked 
and  Black-necked  Grebes  other 
than  at  regular  haunts. 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 

All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland 
and  Little  Gulls  and  Kittiwake 


All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
Wryneck  outside  regular  haunts 
*Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  A.s.  petrosus 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  mutants  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.  ffiavissinia 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 
*  Added  since  last  year 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not  only 
of  readers  today  but  also  those  who  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the  future,  all 
of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely  on  correct 
identification  supported  by  evidence.  It  should  be  stressed  that  inclusion  in  the 
above  list  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is 
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needed :  brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species,  or  those 
of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  However  such  brief  descriptions  should 
always  include  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  also  contain  relevant 
remarks  on,  for  example,  diagnostic  call-notes  or  plumage  marks  noted,  or  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  the  species. 

RECORDS  COMMITTEE 
R.  C.  HOMES,  Chairman 

P.  A.  D.  HOLLOM,  K.  C.  OSBORNE,  F.  H.  JONES,  and  the  Recorders 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex 

Square,  W.2. 

Bucks,  and  Middx .  F.  M.  Gauntlett,  55  Larkfield  Avenue, 

Kenton,  Harrow,  Middx.,  HA3  8NQ. 

Essex  K.  Noble,  48  Coolgardie  Avenue, 

Chigwell,  Essex. 

Herts.  .  R.  F.  Sanderson,  106  Dugdale  Hill 

Lane,  Potters  Bar. 

Surrey .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 

Kingston  Vale,  SW15  3RB. 

Kent  .  D.  J.  Holman,  51  Courtney  Road, 

Colliers  Wood,  S.W.19. 


Note  : — Records  for  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in  the 
county  bordering  the  river  to  the  south,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 
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F.  R.  Cannings 

K.  A.  Collett 

E.  J.  Dawson 

CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  SYSTEMATIC  LIST 
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C.  H.  Dean 

M.  A.  Harris 

D.  Dean 

G.  Harrison 

J.  O.  Death 

J.  G.  Harrison 

M.  K.  Dennis 

J.  M.  Harrison,  the  late 

I.  Dodd 

Mrs.  P.  Hartley 

A.  G.  Duff 

J.  E.  Harvey 

E.  Duffield 

M.  Harvey 

P.  Duffield 

J.  A.  Hazell 

N.  C.  Dunk 

Miss  H.  M.  Heather 

C.  K.  Dunkley 

K.  J.  Herber 

Mrs.  P.  Dunkley  (PDy) 

Hersham  Ringing 

J.  C.  Eaton 

Group  (hrg) 

A.  M.  Edwards 

N.  D.  Hewitt 

G.  D.  Elcome 

J.  Higgingbottom  (mm) 

D.  Ellis  (des) 

P.  R.  Hipkin 

R.  M.  Ellis 

R.  S.  Hoad 

P.  R.  Etheridge 

R.  Hoadley 

D.  Evans 

G.  Hockley-Clark 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Farrant 

D.  R.  Hodge 

A.  F.  Faulkner 

A.  J.  Holcombe 

P.  V.  Faulkner 

D.  J.  Holman 

B.  Fisher 

C.  Holme 

J.  Fitzpatrick 

P.  R.  Holness 

R.  Fleckney 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

B.  H.  Fletcher 

R.  C.  Homes 

I.  Flinders 

A.  Hulatt  (ah?) 

Miss  K.  G.  Foott 

R.  P.  Hull 

,R.  H.  B.  Forster 

H.  E.  Hunt 

E.  M.  Forsyth 

Lord  Hurcomb  (h) 

E.  Forty 

R.  A.  Husband 

T.  Forty 

R.  L.  Hyde 

S.  Fowler 

W.  Ingham 

M.  T.  Fox 

W.  R.  Ingram 

J.  G.  Francis 

J.  Jack 

H.  G.  Freeman 

A.  Jackson 

D.  V.  Freshwater 

D.  Jacobs 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Fuller  (EMFr)T.  James 

J.  Gale 

R.  Jefferies 

J.  B.  Galton 

I.  G.  Johnson 

N.  E.  Gammon 

K.  R.  Jones 

P.  D.  Gann 

N.  R.  Jones 

R.  J.  Gardner 

G.  Jones- Walters 

H.  T.  Gatley 

B.  Keen 

S.  J.  Gatley 

A.  S.  Keith 

L.  W.  Gee 

Kent  Bird  Report 

G.  V.  Geiger 

(kbr) 

R.  W.  George 

M.  Kerry  (mk>') 

A.  Gibbs 

R.  H.  Kettle 

A.  H.  Gibson 

F.  R.  Kilpatrick 

D.  C.  Gilbert 

M.  King 

N.  Gilmour 

M.  S.  King 

A.  Gimson  (ag ri) 

M.  D.  Kingswell 

T.  W.  Gladwin 

T.  Kittle 

A.  P.  Goddard 

C.  Knightley 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 

N.  Knightley 

A.  E.  Goodall 

J.  Knott 

C.  Goodfellow 

M.  Lange 

D.  Goodwin 

R.  V.  Lappin 

Miss  K.  Gordon 

R.  G.  Lees 

G.  C.  Gore 

R.  Leighton 

M.  G.  Gotts 

Lemsford  Springs 

P.  J.  Grant 

Nature  Reserve  (lsnr) 

V.  A.  Green 

N.  Lewis 

S.  Greenwood 

R.  G.  Lewis  (rgls) 

D.  Griffin  (dg«) 

Miss  A.  Lightfoot 

C.  E.  M.  Griffiths 

D.  A.  Lilliman 

R.  Griffiths 

P.  B.  Lowe 

M.  J.  Grigson 

Dr.  V.  U.  Luthwyche 

G.  H.  Gush 

Miss  P.  H.  Mabey 

T.  A.  Guyatt 

F.  G.  McColl 

Hampstead  Heath 

W.  McGubbin 

Orn.  Report  (hhor) 

P.  McKenzie-Dyer 

R.  D.  Harbird 

Dr.  D.  McNeil  (dmcn) 

J.  Harlow 

P.  McSweeney 

A.  Harris 

J.  D.  Magee 

A.  J.  Harris 

J.  W.  Malster 

D.  G.  Harris 

I.  G.  Manklow 

M.  Marriott 

A.  T.  M.  Ruck 

F.  Maroevik 

P.  F.  C.  Rumsey 

B.  A.  Marsh 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 

N.  Marshall 

Group  (rmrg) 

C.  W.  Martin 

B.  L.  Sage 

F.  F.  B.  Martin 

R.  St.  John 

A.  May 

D.  G.  Salmon 

M.  J.  Massey 

Mrs.  P.  Sanderson 

Mrs.  E.  Matthews 

R.  F.  Sanderson 

C.  J.  Mead 

M.  Scheck 

J.  Mead 

J.  Scheck 

B.  S.  Meadows  (bsms) 

M.  J.  Schickner 

W.  G.  Meadows 

A.  G.  Searle 

H.  P.  Medhurst 

J.  Seymour  (JSr) 

Miss  P.  Messer 

Mrs.  I.  Shaw 

Middle  Thames  N.H.S 

Miss  E.  M.  Sheen 

D.  C.  Milne 

G.  R.  A.  Short 

D.  R.  Mitchell 

Miss  B.  Smith 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 

F.  R.  Smith 

F.  Morrell  (FMe) 

J.  T.  Smith 

K.  W.  Morris 

R.  E.  Smith 

L.  Mulford 

P.  M.  Solly 

Maj.  G.  F.  A.  Munns 

T.  Spall 

Mrs.  D.  Mussell 

Miss  K.  E.  Springett 

A.  Myers  (ams) 

Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 

G.  Neighbour 

A.  W.  Steer 

B.  Nau 

R.  Stiles 

D.  W.  Newell 

P.  J.  Strangeman 

R.  J.  Newton 

Surbiton  B.  W.  S. 

I.  M.  Nicol 

B.  T.  Taggart 

A.  M.  Nisbet 

Miss  C.  M.  Taylor 

K.  Noble 

I.  D.  Thomas 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Norton 

J.  R.  Thomlinson 

A.  Oakshott 

J.  G.  Threadgold 

Many  Observers  (mo) 

M.  E.  Tibbett 

C.  Ogston 

J.  E.  Treganna 

P.  J.  Oliver 

B.  Turner 

R.  O’Reilly 

J.  Turney 

K.  C.  Osborne 

Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

Osterley  Park  Report 

S.  W.  Vamplew 

(OPR) 

J.  Vickers 

A.  R.  J.  Paine 

W.  A.  Vickers 

E.  A.  Palmer 

P.  J.  Vines 

K.  H.  Palmer 

A.  Vittery 

J.  Pamplin 

D.  I.  M.  Wallace 

A.  Parker 

W.  I.  J.  Wallace 

A.  C.  Parker 

Mrs.  M.  Waller 

G.  L.  Parker 

G.  Walker 

M.  C.  Parker 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 

D.  Parr 

D.  Warren 

Mrs.  J.  D.Parr 

R.  B.  Warren 

K.  Parsley 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Washer 

Sir  F.  Pedler 

D.  Washington  (dw/i) 

Lady  Pedler 

P.  Waterton 

D.  C.  Pegram 

B.  R.  Watts 

M.  Pellett 

Webster 

M.  C.  Patch 

M.  J.  Wells 

R.  Petley-Jones 

D.  R.  West 

R.  Podger 

C.  W.  Westwood 

Miss  M.  Portlock  (mp£)  P.  E.  S.  Whalley 

R.  F.  Powell 

J.  J.  Wheatley 

A.  J.  Prater 

T.  Wheeler 

Col.  Prendergast 

C.  A.  White 

L.  E.  Pritchard 

R.  V.  White 

A.  H.  Pulsford 

Dr.  P.  J.  Whitfield 

J.  Quail 

J.  P.  Widgery 

Miss  M.  Rauscher 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

J.  H.  Reeves 

J.  Williamson 

N.  Reid-Sharman 

P.  Wilson  (pww) 

A.  Reynolds 

S.  M.  B.  Wilson 

J.  Richardson 

W.  Wise 

P.  Rickard 

D.  K.  T.  Witherington 

F.  Riley 

J.  H.  Wood 

M.  A.  T.  Rivington 

L.  F.  Woollard 

I.  S.  Robertson 

J.  E.  Roberts 

C.  Rooe 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1971 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST.PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL 

This  report  follows  A  Species  List  of  Br  itish  and  Irish  Birds  (British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  Guide  13),  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  are  those  used 
in  that  List  where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found. 

The  initials  following  some  records  refer  to  the  observer(s)  responsible  whose 
name(s)  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  5. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H= Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S  = 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used: — L.B.R .=  London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.= Gravel  Pit;  Res.  =  Reservoir;  S.F.  =  Sewage  Farm;  S.P.=Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo = many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species  is  intended  to 
be  continuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area 
and  to  the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of  the  L.B.R.  is  recommended. 


1  Black-throated  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (jf)  and  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  from 
10th  to  the  15th  (ed,  pd,  pre,  jts).  Nazeing  Meads  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  1st 
(drm). 

« 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

B  Hythe  End  G.P.,  near  Wraysbury,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (dkc). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Hornchurch,  one  found  dead  on  edge  of  pond  in  January  (pwn).  King 
George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  later  found  dead  (pjv);  one  in  January  at 
Girling  Res.  may  have  been  the  same  bird.  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Nov.  6th  (jce). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  31st  was  found  dead  on  Feb.  2nd  (jgh,  jmh). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Numbers  on  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  were  again  low  and  there  were  no 
concentrations  of  over  100  on  these  dates.  At  other  times  the  largest  flock 
was  106  at  Staines  Res.  on  Nov.  11th. 

Breeding  season  records  of  pairs,  except  where  otherwise  stated,  are  given 
below: 

E  Chigwell  sewage  works  (1);  Hainault  Lake  (2);  Navestock  (1);  Fisher’s 
Green  (H)  and  Nazeing  G.Ps.  (9);  Walthamstow  Res.  (3). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1971 


7 


H  Aldenham  Res.  (1) ;  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  (12  adults,  six  young  in  June) ;  Cheshunt 
Res.  (1);  Frogmore  G.P.  (1);  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (11);  Maple  Cross  G.P. 
(1);  Old  Parkbury  (1);  Stocker’s  Lake  (13);  West  Hyde  G.P.  (1  plus  13  non¬ 
breeding  birds);  West  Hyde  New  G.P.  (1). 

M  Brent  Res.  (1) ;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (1) ;  Osterley  Park  (2) ;  Springwell  Lake 
(4);  Stocker’s  Lake  West  (2);  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  a  pair  from  June  18th  to  July  16th  displayed  and  attempted  nest 
building,  and  one  stayed  until  Aug.  19th. 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.  (12). 

B/M  Horton,  Poyle  and  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  30  pairs  bred. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.  (1);  Sevenoaks  (6);  Swanscombe  (two  young  birds  in  July). 

5  Gatton  Park  (3-4);  Hamm  Moor  G.P.  (2);  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  (1);  New 
Lines  Pond  (1);  Oxshott  brickworks  pond  (1);  Stoke  D’Abernon  (1); 
Richmond  Park  (2);  Thorpe  G.Ps.  (20). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  28th  to  Apr.  4th  (jf).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (pe). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  30th  to  Mar.  7th  (wmcg  et  «/.).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (gj-w),  Feb.  13th  (atmr),  Oct.  17th,  Oct.  25th  and 
Nov.  7th,  two  from  Nov.  15  to  17th  then  one  until  Dec.  2nd  (mo). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Oct.  30th  to  Nov.  6th  (sjg,  htg,  fjh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (co). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (pe).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  25th 
(jce). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  15th  to  19th  (frc,  lm  et  al.)  and  from  Oct. 
23rd  to  29th  (mc,  ap).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (mjw)  and  Nov.  22nd 
(gde). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  10th  to  Apr.  18th  when  it  was  in  summer 
plumage,  and  from  Oct.  27th  to  Dec.  27th  (dp).  Thorpe  G.P.,  two  in 
summer  plumage  on  Apr.  24th  (js).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (nl). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  20th.  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  14th, 
Apr.  7th  and  Sept.  12th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  3rd. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  2nd.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Jan. 
10th  and  Aug.  10th.  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  28th,  one  on  Mar.  29th  and 
from  May  6th  to  June  6th  with  two  on  May  18th;  present  from  July  10th 
to  Oct.  20th  with  a  maximum  of  14  during  August  and  September;  one  on 
Nov.  15th.  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  23rd. 

B  Wraysbury,  two  on  July  20th,  three  on  Oct.  17th,  up  to  two  in  November 
and  one  in  December. 

K  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Jan.  31st  and  Oct.  5th. 
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S  Island  Barn  Res.,  four  on  Jan.  10th,  eight  on  Mar.  14th,  four  on  Apr.  4th, 
one  on  Aug.  31st,  two  on  Sept.  5th  and  three  on  12th,  five  on  Oct.  27th  and 
four  on  Dec.  5th  and  27th.  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  10th. 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities  are  in  italics  with  the  number  of  pairs  in 
brackets : 

E  Nazeing  G.Ps.  (4),  Rainham  Marsh  (1),  River  Lea  from  Feides  Weir  to 
Nazeing  (3),  Wanstead  (1). 

H  Frogmore  (1),  Hamper  Mill  (1),  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (2),  Nyn  Park,  Northaw 
(1),  Old  Farkbury  (1-2),  Rye  Meads  (c.4).  Largest  flock,  Rye  Meads,  23  on 
Feb.  28th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  (1),  Ponders  End  S.F.  (1),  Stanwell  Road  G.P.  (1). 

B  Iver  G.P.  (1),  Old  Slade  G.P.  (3),  Rush  Green  (2),  W exham  Park  (1). 

K  Petts  Wood  (1),  Ruxley  (1),  Swans  combe  (2  -f-),  Thame  smead-Crossness 
(several).  Largest  flocks,  Park  Langley,  20  in  October  and  Ruxley,  12  in 
September. 

S  Barn  Elms  (1),  Esher,  Black  Pond  (1),  Gatton  Park  (3),  Godstone  (1), 
Holmethorpe  S.Ps.  (1),  Kew  Gardens  (2),  Merstham  New  Pond  (1),  Oxshott 
brickworks  (3),  Richmond  Park  (1),  River  Mole:  Leatherhead  (1)  and  Sly- 
fields  (2),  Thorpe  G.Ps.  (40-  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  present  from 
January  to  March  with  a  maximum  of  eight  on  Feb.  11th;  three  on  Sept. 
15th  and  one  on  other  dates  from  September  to  October  but  up  to  five  in 
November  and  December. 

* 

27  Gannet 

H  St.  Albans,  a  juvenile  forced  down  by  two  crows  on  to  a  stubble  field  at 
Chidwickbury  on  Oct.  4th  was  rescued  and  released  on  the  lake  (rmb). 

28  Cormorant 

Recorded  in  all  months  but  fewer  counts  than  usual  submitted  for  the 
south-west  of  the  Area  where  they  are  most  numerous.  Maxima  of  c.65 
at  the  roost  assembly  at  Queen  Elizabeth  Res.  on  Nov.  14th  and  59  at 
Wraysbury  Res.  and  G.Ps.  on  Nov.  28th.  In  Inner  London  an  early  morning 
movement  NE.  was  noted  as  last  year,  and  there  were  movements  WNW 
of  five  and  twelve  on  Apr.  20th  and  May  12th  respectively.  River  Thames: 
Dartford,  12  on  Sept.  8th  and  one  or  two  on  several  dates  elsewhere  on 
the  River. 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  or  two  on  various  dates  in  the  first  three  months 
and  four  juveniles  on  Feb.  5th  and  6th  (jf). 

Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  the  canal  on  Jan.  10th  (krj). 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (gw).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  22nd 
(mjw). 

S  Kingston  Vale,  one  flying  NW  on  Feb.  8th  was  later  seen  on  the  Pen  Ponds 
in  Richmond  Park  (bam). 
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30  Grey  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  57  occupied  nests,  a  marked  decline. 

H  Rye  Meads,  the  maximum  count  was  26  in  September. 

M  Kempton  Park,  at  least  10  occupied  nests  on  Feb.  20th  but  apparently 
only  three  or  four  in  March.  Inner  London:  Regents  Park,  at  least  two 
occupied  nests;  several  records  of  singles  in  flight  over  Inner  London, 
presumably  from  here  or  Surrey  Docks  (see  under  Surrey). 

K  Largest  count  was  1 3  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  October. 

S  Gatton  Park,  about  five  pairs  bred.  Largest  count  was  17  at  Chelsea  and 
Lambeth  Res.,  Molesey,  on  July  28th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  seen 
in  all  months  with  peak  of  34  on  Sept.  1st. 

31  Purple  Heron 

E  Sewardstone  G.Ps.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  16th  (bsms,  fr).  Accepted  by  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

38  Bittern 

E/H  Cheshunt,  one  on  Jan.  31st  near  R.  Lea  (btt)  may  well  have  been  the 
same  bird  as  the  one  at  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.  on  Jan.  20th  (pe).  It,  or  another, 
was  also  seen  at  Cheshunt  on  Feb.  28th  (tj). 

H  Bushey,  one  forced  down  in  a  hailstorm  in  Merryhill  Road  on  Dec.  19th 
(jdm). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  19th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (ap). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  2nd  (htg,  sjg,  gfam). 

40  White  Stork 

M  West  Drayton,  one  on  May  10th  (arjp).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

WILDFOWL 

As  usual,  summaries  in  heavy  type  are  based  on  the  monthly  wildfowl 
counts  and  refer  to  the  winter  of  1971-72  and  not  to  the  calendar  year 
unless  otherwise  stated.  These  counts  are  for  the  same  waters  as  in  previous 
years  and  are  intended  to  provide  an  index  and  not  an  absolute  total  for 
the  duck  population  of  the  Area.  Considerable  numbers  of  duck  are  found 
on  gravel  pits,  mainly  in  the  Colne,  Lea  and  Thames  valleys,  which  are  not 
included  in  the  summaries,  and  in  particular  the  summaries  do  not  include 
the  large  flocks  on  the  Thames  below  London  which  have  only  built  up  in 
the  last  few  years.  There  seems  to  be  little  suggestion  that  these  con¬ 
centrations  on  the  Thames  are  affecting  numbers  on  the  reservoirs,  and  it 
is  possible  that  they  are  drawn  from  the  outer  estuary  or  from  the  Low 
Countries. 

Including  ducks  counted  on  the  census  waters,  and  on  some  of  the  gravel 
pits  and  Lower  Thames  for  which  figures  are  available,  the  total  reached 
21,500-22,000  in  January,  1971,  and  nearly  19,000  in  December.  Bearing 
in  mind  that  many  gravel  pits  are  still  not  included  in  these  figures,  and 
also  the  number  of  Mallard  and  Tufted  Duck  on  these  and  park  lakes  and 
the  Teal  who  escape  detection  on  sewage  farms  and  in  river  valleys,  it  is 
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probable  that  the  total  duck  population  for  the  whole  of  the  LNHS  Area 
was  nearer  30,000  than  25,000. 


The  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  the  LNHS  boundary,  where  large  numbers 
of  duck  and  waders  are  now  attracted  in  winter  by  cleaner  conditions  resulting 
from  anti-pollution  measures.  All  counts  for  the  area  would  be  most  welcome 
so  that  this  most  important  development  in  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area 
can  be  accurately  documented.  Send  counts  for  both  sides  of-the  River  to  the 
LNHS  Recorder  for  Kent:  use  of  the  site  names  as  shown  here  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  task  of  analysing  the  records.  The  main  species  involved  are  Mallard, 
Teal,  Pintail,  Tufted  Duck,  Pochard,  Shelduck,  Dunlin  and  Redshank  and  the 
1970  records  are  summarised  in  the  systematic  'list  (under  Kent). 

—  Mandarin 

Only  records,  and  suggestions,  of  breeding  are  given. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  15th. 

S  R.  Mole:  Leatherhead,  a  pair  on  Apr.  17th.  Mickleham,  duck  with  young 
in  June.  Stoke  D’Abernon,  three  pairs  on  Apr.  3rd  and  duck  with  young  on 
June  29th.  Ccbham,  a  pair  on  Apr.  17th.  Elsewhere:  Bookham  Common, 
a  duck  with  young  on  May  21st.  Esher,  two  ducks  with  young  on  July  3rd 
on  Black  Pond  and  two  pairs  on  Claremont  Lake  on  Apr.  24th.  Great 
Bookham,  three  pairs  at  Slyfields  on  Apr.  24th  and  tw^o  flew  from  a  tree  on 
May  18th. 

45  Mallard 

Wildfowl  counts  for  this  species  from  November  to  February  were  complete 
except  for  a  2  %  interpolation  for  January  and  March  and  14  %  for  December. 
While  previous  comparisons  have  ignored  all  totals  with  more  than  10  %  inter¬ 
polation,  in  this  case  a  reduction  of  the  interpolated  figure  to  10  %  would  low  er 
the  winter  average  by  less  than  2  %,  so  the  December  count  has  been  included. 
With  this  proviso  the  average  count  was  3,286,  an  increase  of  13%  over 
1970-71  but  closely  in  line  with  the  running  average  since  1966-67  inclusive. 
Mallard  are  of  course  more  widely  distributed  than  other  duck  species  and 
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the  sample  counts  form  therefore  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  total  numbers 
in  the  Area  than  for  other  species. 

Counts  of  over  400  and  high  breeding  concentrations  are  given  below: 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  450  on  Oct.  17th. 

H  St.  Albans,  448  on  Verulamium  Lake  on  Jan.  20th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  c.470 
on  Jan.  1st;  26  pairs  in  the  breeding  season. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  at  least  500  on  Jan.  2nd,  900  on  3rd  and  c.  800  on  6th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  c.  30  broods. 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  13  broods.  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  21  broods. 

K  On  the  River  Thames  the  largest  winter  flocks  were  again  in  the  Woolwich/ 
Barking/Crossness  section  (see  map  on  page  10),  where  there  were  up  to 
750  in  January,  400  in  November  and  500  in  December.  Elsewhere  on  the 
Thames  flocks  did  not  exceed  75,  and  a  count  of  the  whole  Woolwich  to 
Swanscombe  section,  made  from  a  boat  on  Jan.  16th,  was  691.  Sevenoaks, 
64  broods. 

S  River  Thames  from  Putney  to  Barnes,  500  on  Jan.  17th,  517  on  Feb.  14th 
and  493  on  Dec.  12th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  414  on  Sept.  12th,  506  on 
Nov.  14th  and  405  on  Dec.  12th. 

46  Teal 

After  three  good  winters  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  average  in  the  winter  of 
1971-72,  the  figure  being  880  compared  with  a  range  from  1,135  to  1,180 
in  the  winters  1968-69  to  1970-71  inclusive.  It  is  very  difficult  to  know  what 
effect  on  the  reservoir  counts  may  be  exercised  by  the  quite  recent  use  of  the 
Thames  below  London,  but  it  seems  likely  from  the  figures  that  the  Thames 
birds  come  from  the  estuary  rather  than  the  reservoir  population.  A  small 
correction  to  the  Jan.  1971  count  of  1,810  in  L.B.R.,  35,  p.  11  should  be 
noted — the  figure  should  be  1,750. 

Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  June  6th  and  three  drakes  on  the  13th. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  150  on  Jan.  1st,  two  drakes  on  June  19th,  five  drakes 
and  three  ducks  on  the  20th  and  100  in  December.  Stocker’s  Lake,  90 
on  Jan.  30th. 

M  Harefield  Moor,  50  to  100  on  Feb.  10th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  1,102  on 
Jan.  17th,  738  on  Feb.  14th,  533  on  Mar.  14th  and  430  on  Dec.  5th.  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  six  on  June  11th. 

K  On  the  River  Thames  the  largest  counts  were  in  the  Woolwich/Barking/ 
Crossness  section,  where  there  were  up  to  560  in  January,  300  in  February 
and  March  and  80  in  April:  at  the  end  of  the  year  up  to  25  in  August 
increasing  to  400  in  November  and  December.  Rainham,  300  on  Jan.  12th 
and  up  to  100  in  March;  up  to  100  at  the  end  of  August.  Elsewhere  on  the 
Thames  counts  did  not  exceed  ten.  Away  from  the  Thames  up  to  11  at 
several  sites. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  130  on  Jan.  17th.  Esher,  a  pair  on  Black  Pond  on  Apr.  28th 
and  a  female  with  four  well-grown  young  on  July  26th.  Island  Barn  Res., 
260  on  Jan.  12th,  and  250-300  on  Dec.  27th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  165 
on  Sept.  12th.  Weybridge,  a  pair  all  the  breeding  season  on  Hamm  Moor. 
In  square  TQ  06  a  nest  with  five  eggs. 
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—  Green-winged  Teal 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  13th  (arjp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  with  a  probable  duck  of  this  race  on  Apr.  11th 
(jeh).  Both  records  have  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


47  Garganey 

Only  spring  and  summer  records  are  summarised  below:  autumn  records 
fitted  the  usual  pattern. 

E  Loughton  House  pond,  up  to  four  from  Mar.  7th  to  29th  (bsms,  fr). 
Navestock,  one  on  May  2nd  (rph).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Mar.  20th, 
a  pair  from  June  19th  to  22nd  and  at  least  six  from  July  15th  to  Aug.  26th 
(kn). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (rl).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  two 
dates  in  May  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  June  13th  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James's  Park,  a  pair  on  Mar.  24th. 

B  Poyle  G.Ps.,  a  drake  on  June  12th  (mc). 

K  Erith  Marshes,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  10th  (djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  on  June  6th  (pjvv).  Gatton  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr.  11th 
(mk). 


49  Gadwall 

The  previous  winter’s  high  figures  were  maintained,  the  largest  total  on  the 
wildfowl  counts  being  107  compared  with  101  the  previous  winter. 

Single  figures  were  reported  from  many  localities.  The  more  interesting 
records  follow: 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  duck  with  young  on  July  7th  (jf). 

M  Brent  Res.,  present  from  Aug.  21st  to  Nov.  6th  with  a  maximum  of  30 
from  Sept.  25th  to  Oct.  2nd.  Inner  London:  two  flew  high  over 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan.  1st. 

B  Old  Slade  G.Ps.,  up  to  five  until  Apr.  3rd  and  present  from  Oct.  21st 
with  a  maximum  of  ten. 

K  Following  introductions  of  this  species  in  Kent  it  has  become  established 
at  Ruxley  and  in  the  Sevenoaks  district,  where  there  were  peaks  of  20  at 
each  locality.  A  brood  of  young  was  seen  at  Ruxley  in  June  (sjg)  and  at 
Sevenoaks  there  were  two  broods  from  four  pairs. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  maximum  of  86  on  Jan.  17th  and  85  on  Dec.  12th.  A  pair 
was  seen  at  Barn  Elms,  Island  Barn  Res.,  Richmond  Park  and  Walton 
Res.,  on  various  dates  from  March  to  June. 


50  Wigeon 

The  average  for  1970-71  was  wrongly  given  as  93  in  L.B.R. ,  35:  13  and 
should  have  been  124,  compared  with  120  in  1969-70  and  119  in  1971-72. 
There  is  thus  little  change  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Thames  so  far  this  species  is  only  seen  in  small  parties  whereas  large 
numbers  of  other  surface-feeding  and  diving  ducks  now  occur  in  winter. 
Numerous  reports  but  no  unusual  numbers. 
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M  Staines  Res.,  a  maximum  of  163  on  Jan.  5th  between  the  monthly  counts 
summarised  above.  A  pair  on  Apr.  15th  and  May  26th 
K  River  Thames:  Between  Woolwich  and  Swanscombe,  43  on  Jan.  16th, 
most  in  the  Rainham  Section.  Rainham,  up  to  50  during  March.  Sevenoaks, 
a  maximum  of  16  in  November. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  maximum  of  56  on  Feb.  13th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
a  maximum  of  39  on  Sept.  12th. 


52  Pintail 

Peak  numbers  on  the  River  Thames  are  given  under  Kent,  and  records  of 
more  than  two  together  elsewhere : 

E  Girling  Res.,  five  on  Oct.  9th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  on  Mar.  7th. 

K  On  the  River  Thames  the  largest  flocks  were  in  the  Woolwich/Barking/ 
Crossness  section,  where  there  were  up  to  302  in  January,  110  in  February, 
54  in  March,  70  in  October,  100  in  November  and  120  in  December.  Else¬ 
where  on  the  Thames  the  highest  counts  were  55  at  Purfleet  in  January, 
c.  100  at  Thurrock  during  February  and  26  at  Rainham  in  November,  but 
a  count  from  a  boat  between  Woolwich  and  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  16th 
totalled  367.  Sevenoaks,  three  on  July  6th  and  Oct.  9th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.Ps.,  seven  on  Jan.  8th  Island  Barn  Res.,  ten  on  Jan.  10th. 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Jan.  8th. 

There  were  also  records  of  one  or  two  in  the  first  ten  days  of  January 
when  there  was  obviously  some  movement,  at  Old  Slade  (b),  Rye  Meads  (h) 
and  Staines  (m). 


53  Shoveler 

The  increase  in  autumn  and  winter  continues  and  the  wildfowl  counts  in 
October,  December,  January  and  February  again  established  monthly 
records.  New  information  has  now  enabled  an  average  for  1970-71  to  be 
calculated  and  the  result  of  353  was  as  anticipated  the  highest  to  date.  The 
winter  of  1971-72  showed  a  further  slight  increase  to  374.  It  is  worth  noting 
that  the  average  did  not  reach  100  until  1966-67  and  that  the  previous  highest 
was  229  in  1969-70. 

In  the  summaries  below  records  of  single  figures  are  mainly  excluded  except 
in  May  and  June,  but  other  counts  are  given  more  fully  than  usual  in  view 
of  the  exceptional  numbers. 

E  Nazeing  G.Ps.,  seven  on  Apr.  5th.  Girling  Res.,  at  least  33  on  Feb.  14th, 
23  on  Mar.  14th,  c.  20  on  Aug.  21st,  51  on  Sept.  12th,  44  on  Oct.  17th, 
77  on  Nov.  14th  and  69  on  Dec.  12th.  King  George  V  Res.,  71  on  Jan.  17th 
and  61  on  Oct.  24th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  eight  on  Feb.  7th.  Rye  Meads,  up  to  eight  present  in 
every  month.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  7th.  Maple  Cross,  a  pair 
on  May  31st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  May  30th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  227  on  Jan.  2nd,  142  on  Jan.  17th,  254  on  Jan.  24th, 
211  on  Feb.  9th,  up  to  454  during  March  and  150  on  the  31st,  c.  75  on  Apr. 
1 1th  and  16  still  there  on  17th.  In  the  autumn  first  reported  on  Sept.  11th, 
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40  on  19th,  at  least  50  on  Oct.  2nd,  225  on  the  10th  and  269  on  17th,  450  on 
Nov.  4th,  335+  on  12th,  250+  on  23rd  and  200  on  the  28th,  196  on  Dec. 
9th  and  115  on  the  12th.  Staines  Res.,  maximum  of  at  least  90  on  Oct.  17th. 
Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  rearing  five  young;  a  maximum  of  16  on 
Aug.  28th.  Inner  London:  several  records  from  the  park  lakes  of  up  to  four. 
Old  Slade  G.P.,  a  maximum  of  28  on  Oct.  22nd. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  while  numbers  were  so  unusually  high  on  the  reservoirs, 
Shovelers  do  not  even  reach  double  figures  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
River  Thames  within  the  Area.  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  pair  from  May  31st  to  June 
5th,  and  two  on  later  dates  to  the  end  of  August.  Sevenoaks,  13  drakes  and 
13  ducks  on  Apr.  3rd.  and  two  on  June  12th. 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  June  6th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  103  on  Jan. 
17th,  283  on  Sept.  12th,  150  on  Oct.  10th  and  65  on  17th,  81  on  Nov.  14th 
and  153  on  Dec.  12th.  Walton  Res.,  up  to  12  during  July  and  August. 

Red-crested  Pochard 

All  of  the  following  reports  probably  refer  to  feral  stock. 

Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  duck  from  Oct.  21st  to  30th  (bls)  Rickmans  worth, 
four  on  Sept.  12th  (klj)  and  one  on  Nov.  14th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  the  drake 
first  seen  on  July  6th,  1970,  remained  throughout  1971  (dkc). 

Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  3rd,  Mar.  21st  and  July  2nd  and  two 
on  Aug.  14th  (igj). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  on  Dec.  11th  (gcg). 

Scaup 

These  notes  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  qualification  given  in 
L.B.R.,  34:18. 

Rickmansworth,  a  duck  on  Pynesfield  Lake  on  Oct.  23rd  (neg). 

Brent  Res.,  a  pair  from  Apr.  12th  to  May  17th  (lab,jhw).  Charlton  G.P., 
the  duck  first  seen  on  Nov.  22nd,  1970,  stayed  until  Apr.  8th  (frc).  Staines 
Res.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  10th  (gde,jah).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  drake  on 
Feb.  14th  (gcg).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  from  Apr. 
5th  tO  8th  (DABd,RFS,JPW). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Feb.  21st  (dkc). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  ducks  on  Oct.  29th  (jc,jgh,jmh).  River  Thames:  Rainham, 
nine  on  Jan.  12th  and  three  on  16th  (pjg,bsms,kn);  Woolwich,  two  on 
Dec.  12th  (kwm,djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  up  to  five  until  Mar.  14th  were  reported  by  some  observers 
to  belong  to  this  species  but  some  at  least  were  considered  by  others  to  be 
Aythya  hybrids.  Walton  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  17th  (dcm).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  three  drakes  in  total  between  Jan.  5th  and  16th  (pjg)  and 
two  on  Nov.  29th  and  Dec.  7th  (rwg). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

Since  the  summary  for  1970-71  was  written  ( L.B.R. ,  35:15)  a  count  for 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  in  January  has  been  received,  as  a  result  of  which  no 
interpolation  is  now'  necessary  in  calculating  a  winter  average  based  on  a 
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minimum  of  three  acceptable  monthly  totals  for  the  months  November  to 
February  inclusive.  All  references  therefore  to  the  averages  of  4,319  based 
on  numbers  then  known  to  have  been  actually  counted  and  4,724  based  on 
interpolation  should  be  cancelled.  The  revised  average  for  1970-71  is  4,600, 
still  above  the  previous  record  of  4,399  in  1962-63  when  conditions  were 
more  severe.  In  1971-72  there  was  a  further  slight  increase  to  4,790  based 
on  an  average  of  four  counts.  The  December  count  of  5,577  has  only  been 
exceeded  in  Jan.  1963  (6,632),  Feb.  1963  (6,535)  and  Jan.  1971  (6,018). 
Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (numbers  in  brackets)  and  counts 
of  over  500,  except  for  River  Thames,  follow: 

E  Fairlop  G.P.  (1),  Hainault  Lake  (3,  one  bred),  Navestock  (2),  Nazeing 
and  Fisher’s  Green  (Herts.)  G.Ps.  (10 +),  Walthamstow  Res.  (20).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  540  on  Dec.  12th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.Ps.,  (34  pairs  on  Apr.  30th),  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (4),  Stocker’s 
Lake  (29).  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  742  on  Nov.  14th  and  663  on  Dec.  12th. 

M  Alexandra  Park  (bred),  Brent  Res.,  (2-3  did  not  breed),  Stanwell  Moor 
G.P.  (1),  West  Hyde  G.P.  (2).  King  George  VI  Res.,  720  on  Jan.  3rd. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  1,010  on  Jan.  10th,  844  on  17th  and  500+  on  Jan.  31st, 
872  on  Feb.  14th,  952  on  Nov.  4th  and  907  on  the  14th  and  1,455  on  Dec. 
12th  and  1,160  on  the  28th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  650  on  Jan.  16th  and 
1,806  (part  estimated)  on  the  17th,  728  on  Feb.  14th  and  773  on  Dec.  12th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (1);  maximum  count 
532  on  Jan.  21st.  Regents  Park  (2). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.  (5),  Rush  Green  (1),  Wraysbury  G.P.  (1),  Hamm  Moor 
G.P.  (1). 

K  Kelsey  Park  (2),  Ruxley  (5),  Sevenoaks  (10  but  only  two  broods  and  none 
reared).  River  Thames:  Woolwich/Barking/Crossness  section,  peak  counts 
were  400  in  January,  70  in  February  and  March,  100  in  October  and  250 
in  November  and  December.  Elsewhere  on  the  Thames  numbers  did  not 
exceed  12. 

S  Clapham  Common  (1),  Gatton  Park  (2),  Thorpe  G.Ps.  (6).  More  records  of 
breeding  pairs  would  be  welcome.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  1,624  on  Jan.  10th  and 
1,270  on  17th,  but  only  250-300  later  in  the  month,  510  on  Feb.  13th, 
570  on  Nov.  14th  and  510  on  Dec.  12th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  c. 
400  at  beginning  of  January  increased  to  c.  800  on  the  7th,  500  on  9th  then 
up  to  c.  350  for  the  rest  of  the  month  and  not  more  than  100  in  February; 
two  pairs  present  during  the  summer. 

57  Pochard 

As  a  result  of  later  information  the  average  for  1970-71  has  been  increased 
from  2,150  (L.B.R.:  35:16)  to  2,180.  The  dramatic  numbers  for  that  winter 
which  reflected  a  big  cold  weather  movement  of  wildfowl  in  the  early  days 
of  the  year  were  not  repeated  on  the  reservoirs  on  the  same  scale  in  1971-72 
but  the  average  of  1,348  is  still  among  the  higher  ones  and  has  only  been 
exceeded  six  times. 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  8th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  13  broods  reared, 
an  unusually  high  number.  Flocks  of  299  on  Sept.  12th,  411  on  Oct.  17th, 
583  on  Nov.  14th  and  528  on  Dec.  12th. 
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H  Broxboume  G.Ps.,  nine  pairs  on  July  10th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  460  on 
Feb.  1st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  or  two  pairs  summered  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding. 

M  Staines  Res.,  at  least  400  on  Oct.  12th  and  28th  and  300  on  Dec.  9th.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  c.  450  on  Jan.  16th  but  262  on  the  17th  and  299  on  Feb. 
14th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  113  on  Jan.  21st, 
the  highest  number  ever  recorded  in  the  parks;  one  pair  bred. 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  one  pair  bred. 

K  River  Thames:  the  largest  concentrations  were  again  in  the  Woolwich/ 
Barking/ Crossness  section,  where  the  monthly  maxima  were :  January  1,000; 
February  600;  September  50;  October  500;  November  2,000;  December 
2,200.  A  count  of  523  in  the  Woolwich  Arsenal  section  during  January  is 
interesting  as  this  site  is  slightly  further  upriver  than  previously  recorded 
for  large  numbers,  and  may  be  the  result  of  the  continuing  improvement 
of  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  inner  sections  of  the  River.  Elsewhere  on 
the  Thames  the  only  reports  of  more  than  ten  were  100  at  Rainham  on 
Jan.  16th  and  up  to  190  at  Erith  during  January.  The  following  were  the 
peak  counts  at  sites  away  from  the  Thames :  Kelsey  Park  32,  Ruxley  G.P. 
42,  Sundridge  36  and  Sevenoaks  59. 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  2,537  on  Jan.  10th,  3,000 
on  the  17th  but  only  300+  on  the  24th  and  720  on  the  30th;  350  on  Nov. 
14th,  252  on  Dec.  4th  and  285  on  the  12th.  Kempton  Park,  400  on  Sept, 
18th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  1,200  at  the  beginning  of  January 
increasing  to  1,700  on  the  7th  with  cold  weather,  1,500  on  the  8th,  1,000 
on  the  9th  and  up  to  c.  850  for  the  rest  of  the  month ;  up  to  400  in  February 
and  200  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (rl). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  on  Oct.  29th  (rp-j). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  24th  to  the  27th  (agd,jet,jhw  et  al.). 
Gatton  Park,  one  on  Jan.  24th  was  reported  to  the  keeper  but  no  details  have 
been  received;  it  is  included  because  of  the  coincidence  of  date  with  the 
record  above.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  arrived  on  Jan.  7th 
in  cold  weather  with  an  influx  of  very  large  numbers  of  other  diving  ducks, 
one  staying  until  the  10th  (pwb,pjg,djh) — it  seems  almost  certain  that 
these  must  have  been  genuine  wild  birds.  Also  a  drake  from  Dec.  7th  to 
13th  (rwg). 

60  Goldeneye 

The  sequence  of  higher  counts  over  successive  winters  was  maintained  with 
a  total  of  141  on  Feb.  13th,  1972. 

Largest  counts,  summer  records  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  from  35  to  49  from  January  to  March,  33  on  Nov.  14th 
and  57  on  Dec.  12th.  Three  on  May  1st  and  two  on  the  9th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  nine  from  January  to  March.  Rickmansworth,  a 
pair  on  May  4th  and  eight  on  Dec.  12th. 
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M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  up  to  14  in  March.  King  George  VI  Res.,  19  on  Nov. 
2nd  and  23  on  the  6th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  maxima  of  44  on  Mar.  14th, 
36  on  the  30th,  18  on  Apr.  12th  at  least  20  on  Nov.  23rd  and  19  on  Dec.  28th; 
an  immature  on  May  31st  and  June  12th.  Staines  Res.,  18  on  Jan.  20th, 
35  on  Mar.  7th  and  41  on  the  23rd,  51  on  Apr.  1st,  38  on  the  6th,  25+  on 
the  11th  and  last  seen  on  the  27th;  up  to  six  November  and  December. 
Stain  Hill,  28  on  Mar.  12th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  up  to  13  in  the  early  part  and  up  to  23  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  maximum  of  45  on  Feb.  14th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Jan.  9th  (cg). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  9th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  12th  (mjw). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  from  Feb.  9th  to  Mar.  7th  and  three  on  Dec. 
27th  (mo). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Oct.  17th  (pre,jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one 
dead  on  Apr.  20th  (kn). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  nine  on  Apr.  9th,  six  on  Apr.  27th  and  a  drake  on  May 
1st  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  seven  on  July  22nd  (drg).  Woolwich,  one  on  Sept.  26th 
(djp,kwm). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

H  Cheshunt  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  15th  (rl). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  4th  and  5th  (mdk,ap). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (mtnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  on  Apr.  21st,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  and  a  drake  on  Nov.  18th 
(jc,jgh,jmh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  duck  from  Jan.  5th  to  7th  (pjg). 

70  Goosander 

No  explanation  has  yet  been  found  why  this  species  and  Smew  are  so  much 
less  numerous  than  they  used  to  be,  but  numbers  remain  very  low,  the  decline 
in  the  case  of  the  Goosander  having  now  continued  for  about  ten  years. 
Principal  counts  and  unusual  dates  only  are  given  :- 
E  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  up  to  seven  in  January  and  February. 

H  Largest  flock  was  six  at  Maple  Cross  on  Mar.  14th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  two  on  Dec.  1 1th.  Harefield  Moor,  maximum  14  on  Mar.  21st. 


18  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  36  FOR  1971 

King  George  VI  Res.,  36  on  Mai*.  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  at  least  30  on  Jan. 
9th.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  20  from  January  to  March,  36  on  Apr.  1st,  a  pair 
in  late  May,  June  and  July,  12  on  Nov.  7th  rising  to  a  maximum  of  45  on 
Dec.  23rd.  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  17  on  Dec.  18th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  22  in  February. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  maxima  ten  on  Jan.  17th  and  13  on  Dec.  5th.  Walton 
Res.,  maxima  15  on  Jan.  2nd  and  18  on  Dec.  12th. 

71  Smew 

No  recovery  from  the  very  low  numbers  of  recent  years,  the  highest  total  on  a 
wildfowl  count  date  being  24. 

E  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  from  one  to  three  during  January  and  February  (jf). 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  10th  and  11th  (ehw,lkw). 

M  Wood  Green  Res.,  maximum  13  on  Jan.  24th  (mo).  Brent  Res.,  maxima 
17  on  Feb.  7th,  19  on  Mar.  7th.  (lab)  and  six  on  Dec.  24th  (jhw).  Kempton 
Park  Res.,  up  to  five  during  January  (mo).  Hampton  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  6th 
(gcg).  Staines  Res.,  maxima  five  from  January  to  March  and  six  on  Dec. 
29th  (dgs).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  maxima  eight  on  Jan.  16th  and  six  on 
Dec.  12th  (gcg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  five  in  January  and  February  and  two  at  the  end 
of  the  year  (dkc,md,ap). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Jan.  7th  and  three  on  Feb.  9th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  duck  on  Dec.  11th  (GCG,MDK,pjsn).  Wimbledon  Park, 
a  duck  on  Feb.  28th  (rhk).  Walton  Res.,  up  to  five  during  February. 

—  Ruddy  Duck 

As  this  species  is  beginning  to  establish  itself  in  a  feral  state  records  have 
been  included  and  any  reports  would  be  welcome. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  up  to  Apr.  17th,  and  also  seen  on 
Oct.  31st,  1970  (dkc,bls,rfs). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Nov.  29th  (rwg). 

B  Iver,  a  duck  at  Woodlands  G.P.  on  Dec.  1st  (ap). 

73  Shelduck 

As  usual  records  of  one  or  two  birds  are  omitted  unless  they  appear  to 
have  some  special  significance.  Inland,  no  larger  numbers  were  seen  until 
April  when  there  were  five  at  Wraysbury  on  the  8th.  Later  in  the  month 
there  were  three  at  Barn  Elms  on  the  25th  and  at  Nazeing  Marsh  on  the 
29th.  The  number  five  occurred  again  at  Staines  on  May  16th,  very  near 
Wraysbury.  More  positive  evidence  of  migration  came  in  August  when 
a  juvenile  was  seen  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  the  6th  and  at  Walton  on  the 
19th.  There  was  one  at  Sevenoaks  on  the  23rd,  two  juveniles  at  Brent 
Res.  and  16  flying  SE  at  Staines  on  the  30th,  and  an  adult  and  four  juveniles 
at  Walton  on  the  31st  where  they  remained  until  Sept.  8th.  There  were  no 
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later  inland  records  above  London  except  for  the  tame  resident(s).  In  Inner 
London,  one  was  present  at  Surrey  Docks  from  early  January  until  Mar.  10th. 
The  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  River  Thames 
(site  names  as  in  map  on  page  10): 


Woolwich/Barking/ 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

600 

200 

70 

5 

1 

— 

86 

220 

308 

Rainham 

445 

530 

300 

15 

30 

— 

115 

88 

64 

Erith 

169 

600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

800 

500 

6 

6 

11 

6 

130 

500 

500 

Purfleet 

200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

400 

80 

560 

Thurrock 

90 

1,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swanscombe 

250 

1,500 

— 

35 

30 

8 

— 

70 

50 

Clearly  there  is  some  overlap  between  these  figures,  and  in  this  respect  a 
count  of  1,349  made  from  a  boat  between  Woolwich  and  Swanscombe  by 
pjg  and  bsms  on  Jan.  16th  is  of  interest. 

Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  rearing  nine  young  (kn). 
Goose  sp. 

There  were  less  reports  than  usual  of  grey  geese.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  apart  from  the  single  Bean  and  a  few  White-fronted  geese  at  Sevenoaks, 
there  were  reports  of  50  unidentified  geese  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan.  10th, 
one  ‘grey’  goose  at  Broxbourne  on  the  24th  and  1 1  geese  at  Park  Langley 
on  Feb.  2nd  and  two  on  the  9th  at  Cuffley.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
addition  to  the  ‘Pinkfeet’  and  White-fronted  geese  listed,  about  25  geese 
flew  NW  over  Lewisham  on  Nov.  25th,  and  on  the  same  date  18,  almost 
certainly  White-fronted,  were  seen  at  Staines.  Finally,  one  flew  N  at 
Wraysbury  on  Dec.  30th. 


75  Greylag  Goose 

All  records  of  this  species  may  be  attributable  to  its  introduction  in  a 
number  of  districts,  notably  in  our  Area  at  Sevenoaks. 

H  Maple  Cross,  four  on  Dec.  26th  were  also  seen  earlier  at  Springwell  Lake 
(dkc). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  May  24th  (igj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  the  feral  flock  reached  a  peak  of  60  in  September  (jgh,jmh). 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  20th  (mdk).  Weybridge  area,  a  very  tame 
bird  was  seen  from  early  March  to  Apr.  19th  (ghg). 


76  White-fronted  Goose 

K  Northfleet,  21  flew  E  on  Dec.  31st  (lfw).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  1st, 
four  from  Jan.  10th  to  the  14th  and  one  on  Apr.  7th  (jgh,jmh). 


78  Bean  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  in  January  (jgh,jmh). 

—  Pink-footed  Goose 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  flying  W  on  Dec.  9th  (RWBe). 
K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  25th  and  26th  (jgh,jmh). 
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80  Brent  Goose 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Thames  foreshore  on  Oct.  17th  (kn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (khp)  and  two  flying  SW  on  24th  (drg). 

S  Walton  Heath,  five  adults  and  three  juveniles  flying  SW  on  Oct.  29th 
(ckd). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  in  January,  four  from  July  11th  to  Sept.  25th  with  one 
staying  until  the  28th,  and  one  on  Dec.  5th  (jgh,jmh).  It  is  significant 
that  in  1969  and  1970  two  Barnacle  Geese  arrived  about  the  same  time  and 
also  stayed  to  moult  (cf.  L.B.R.,  35:19-20). 

82  Canada  Goose 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred.  Largest  counts  were  c.  40  at  Cassiobury 
Park  on  Aug.  18th  and  53  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept.  5th. 

M  Harefield  Moor,  six  young  reared.  Poyle  G.P.,  seven  young  reared.  The 
largest  count  was  up  to  86  during  November  and  December  at  Harefield 
Moor.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs 
bred  rearing  broods  of  two  and  four;  a  third  nest  was  destroyed;  the 
largest  count  was  116  on  Sept.  13th. 

B/M  Horton,  Old  Slade  and  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  27  young  reared.  Wraysbury 
(Bucks.),  at  least  80  on  June  29th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  pairs  bred  and  had  broods  of  two  and  four  in  June.  Maxima 
of  65  at  Chipstead  in  July,  300  at  Sevenoaks  and  82  at  Sundridge  in 
September. 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  pair  with  ten  young.  Hamm  Moor,  one  pair  bred. 
Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully.  Thorpe  G.Ps.,  a  pair  with 
a  nest  on  Apr.  30th.  Largest  flocks  were  54  on  Aug.  8th  and  59  on  Dec.  18th, 
both  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  71  at  Gatton  Park  on  Sept.  12th,  and  74  at 
Godstone  on  Aug.  24th. 

84  Mute  Swan 

H  Breeding  reported  from  Cheshunt,  Rye  Meads,  Springwell,  Stocker’s  Lake, 
West  Hyde  and  Whippendell  Woods.  Largest  concentration  was  69  at 
Rickmansworth  G.P.  on  Oct.  17th.  In  the  Broxbourne  area  nine  died  in 
two  weeks  from  hitting  overhead  wires. 

M  Breeding  reported  from  Brent  Res.,  Harefield  Moor,  Stanwell  Moor. 
Largest  concentration  50  at  Moorhall  G.P.  on  Dec.  28th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  reared  five  young. 

K  Breeding  reported  from  Crossness  and  Thamesmead.  Concentrations  on 
the  River  Thames  at  Woolwich  of  146  in  August,  c.  200  in  September  and 
208  4- in  October. 

S  Breeding  reported  from  Bam  Elms,  Bookham,  Claremont,  Dulwich  mill 
pond,  Esher  (Bourne  Hall),  Fetcham  mill  pond,  Gatton  Park,  Lonsdale 
Road  Res.,  New  Lines  pond,  Oxted  (Colsford  mill  pond).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully. 
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85/86  Whooper/Bewick’s  Swans 

S  Kingston  Vale,  three  flying  W  on  Oct.  28th.  North  Sheen,  one  flying  SW 
on  Nov.  22nd,  in  both  cases  believed  to  be  Bewick’s. 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Rye  Meads,  ten  on  Jan.  1st  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  10th  (gde).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan. 
17th  (arjp). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  28th  (drg).  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Jan.  19th 
(jgh,jmh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  on  Nov.  13th  (MDK,DCM,pjsn). 

91  Buzzard 

H  Chorleywood,  one  soaring  on  Feb.  15th  eventually  flew  off  N  (dkc). 
Whippendell  Woods,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (ask  per  jdm). 

—  Buzzard  sp. 

M  Wood  Green,  one  on  May  24th  (prh). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (BT,Kcn). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

Two  pairs  proved  to  breed,  both  successfully,  and  sightings  at  six  other 
sites  during  the  breeding  season  (May  to  July).  All  records  are  given: 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  pair  during  February  and  March  and  one  on  May  1st; 
display  seen  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (pre,fr);  one  on  Nov.  10th  (dimw). 
Shenfield,  a  female  on  two  occasions  during  July  (rph).  Thorndon  Park, 
one  on  Mar.  28th  and  June  27th  (rph). 

H  Chorleywood,  a  male  on  Jan.  5th  (dkc).  Near  Cuffley,  a  pair  on  Mar.  7th 
(tj). 

M  Singles  at  Harefield  on  Aug.  31st  (mjg),  Laleham  on  May  9th  and  July  11th 
(kjh),  Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  Oct.  2nd  (kjh)  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Aug. 
11th  (ap). 

K  Greenwich  Park,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (pmcs).  Park  Langley  Golf  Course,  one 
on  Apr.  18th  and  Dec.  15th  (cc,mtf). 

S  Two  records  of  successful  breeding :  at  one  site  a  juvenile  was  watched  being 
fed  on  July  10th  (rhbf)  and  at  the  other  a  nest  was  located  on  May  13th 
and  on  July  14th  an  adult  was  feeding  two  fledged  young  (tsl).  Other 
records  were  at  Ashtead,  two  on  Nov.  2nd  and  one  on  Nov.  5th  (jdp); 
Gatton  Bottom,  Merstham,  singles  during  November  and  December 
(jwm,mk  per  cwm);  Ham  Common,  one  flew  high  WNW  on  Oct.  13th 
(ag)  ;  Kew,  a  male  on  Apr.  29th  (h)  ;  Weybridge,  one  on  several  dates  from 
Apr.  20th  to  May  12th  (ghg). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  on  Dec.  14th  (kn). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  flew  S  on  Jan.  11th  (ajh)  and  a  “ringtail”  on 
Oct.  30th  (kco). 
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104  Hobby 

E  Roydon,  singles  on  Aug.  20th  and  Sept.  2nd  (matr). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  two  females  and  a  male  on  May  16th  (igj).  Laleham,  one 
on  May  9th  (kjh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (jah). 

K  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  six  dates  between  May  24th  and  Sept,  5th  (jc,jgh,jmh) 
S  Singles  at  Stoke  D’Abernon  on  Sept.  3rd  (rg),  Walton  on  the  Hill  on  June 
2nd  (wjd),  Walton  on  Sept.  11th  (mc),  Weybridge  on  Apr.  28th  flying  NW 
(ghg)  and  Wey  Manor  Farm  on  May  10th  (mgg). 


106  Gyrfalcon 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (TAG,JEHt,JAL). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


107  Merlin 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (jgh,jmh). 

108  Red-footed  Falcon 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  male  on  Apr.  29th  (jc). 

S  Godstone,  a  female  on  May  8th  and  9th  (mp). 

Both  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


110  Kestrel 

The  table  summarises  all  breeding  records : 

Essex  Herts.  Mx/Bucks  I.  London  Kent  Surrey  Total 

pairs  proved  to  breed  136  18  1  1  14  53 

pairs  prob.  breeding  —  1  2  —  1  9  13 

pairs  pres,  in  summer  1  8  11  5  9  22  56 

A  special  enquiry  undertaken  in  1967  resulted  in  98  definite,  13  probable 
and  31  possible  breeding  pairs,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  gradual  annual 
decrease  in  breeding  records  since  then  is  largely  a  result  of  less  concentrated 
recording  effort.  It  is  stressed  that  all  breeding  season  records  are  of  value 
and  will  be  welcomed  by  the  recorders.  The  fate  of  24  nests  found  in  1971 
was  recorded  as  follows:  two  robbed  of  eggs,  two  robbed  of  young,  one 
deserted  and  19  reared  a  total  of  at  least  36  young.  A  high  breeding  density 
was  noted  in  Richmond  Park,  where  wri  noted  10-13  pairs  and  found 
seven  nests.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  largest  concentrations  were 
again  at  Beddington  S.F.  with  up  to  25  in  February  and  around  30  in 
March  (dcm,kco). 


115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  breeding  season  records  and  some  large  counts  are  given. 

E  Abridge,  one  in  early  April  (rph).  Fairlop,  six  pairs  (acp).  Fishers  Green, 
one  during  June  (bsms,fr).  Great  Parndon,  up  to  18  during  January  to 
March  (mah). 

H  Bedmond,  one  pair  (aeg).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  pair  (mah,rl). 
Gorhambury,  four  pairs  (rmb).  Highfield  Wood,  one  pair  (MjBt).  Leavesden, 
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two  pairs  (aeg).  North  Mymms,  one  pair  (pw).  Rye  Meads  up  to  three 
all  year  (rmrg).  Nyn  Park,  nine  during  January  (jj). 

M  Highwood  Hill,  Mill  Hill,  one  pair  (rah).  Horton  Manor,  one  during  May 
(ap).  London  Airport,  a  pair  during  February  (gde).  Potters  Bar,  one  pair 
(rfs).  West  Hyde,  two  during  March  (igj). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  during  the  summer  and  fifteen  on  Dec.  28th 
(drg,dd).  Erith,  one  pair  (djp).  Thamesmead,  a  pair  with  five  small  young 
during  the  summer  (djp,kwm). 

S  Pairs  during  the  summer  at  Bookham  Common  (cb,ro’r),  Chessington 
Park  Farm,  the  observer’s  first  for  this  area  (sg),  Effingham  (jjw),  and  Wey 
Manor  Farm  (mgg).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  of  the  more 
unexpected  species  to  take  advantage  of  the  disused  and  overgrown  dock¬ 
land.  A  pair  first  seen  in  June  had  eight  small  young  on  Aug.  27th  (pjg), 
the  first  breeding  record  for  Inner  London.  Later  in  the  year  a  covey  of 
12  on  Oct.  6th  (pjg)  and  Dec.  16th  (rwg). 


116  Partridge 

Sites  occupied  during  the  breeding  season  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated) 
and  winter  flocks  over  ten  are  given : 

E  No  records. 

H  Chorleywood,  Hunton  Bridge,  Lemsford,  Rye  House,  Bedmond,  14  on 
Jan.  16th.  Maple  Cross,  15  on  Dec.  26th. 

M  Potters  Bar  (Bridgefoot),  Greenford  Golf  Course,  Harefield  Moor,  Icken- 
ham,  Osterley  Park  “no  change  in  status,  20-25  pairs”.  Reported  as  “still 
scarce”  in  N.  Middlesex/S.  Herts.;  Staines  Moor,  19  on  Jan.  6th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  bird  during  May;  Erith  Marsh,  “several  pairs”, 
Plumstead  Marsh.  Thamesmead,  up  to  25  July  to  December.  Peak  monthly 
counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  Swanscombe  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  45  18  20  4  20  20  4  5  8  25  33  16  (drg) 

Swanscombe  —  —  —  10  —  —  12  —  30  38  25  42  (lfw) 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  Cobham  (R.  Mole),  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  Slyfields,  three 
pairs,  Warwick  Wold,  West  End  Common,  two  pairs. 


118  Pheasant 

The  few  reports  received  clearly  do  not  reflect  its  true  status.  Urban  area 
reports  came  from  Alexandra  Park  (m),  Brent  Res.  (m),  Mill  Hill  (m), 
Elmers  End  S.F.  (k),  Barn  Elms  Park  (s),  and  Kew  Gardens  (s).  At  Wey 
Manor  Farm  (s)  there  were  four  pairs  compared  with  two  in  1970  and  five 
in  1969  (mgg).  Population  estimates,  especially  from  breeding  strongholds, 
would  be  welcomed  by  the  recorders. 


120  Water  Rail 

No  records  of  breeding  season  presence  were  received.  All  sites  of  winter 
occurrence  are  given  below  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Rainham  Marsh;  Weald  Park. 
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H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  up  to  five;  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  four;  Cheshunt  G.P.; 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  at  least  11  on  Jan.  3rd  congregated  at  an  effluent  pipe, 
numbers  gradually  decreasing,  the  last  remaining  until  Apr.  23rd;  up  to 
four  from  July  28th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (dkc,aeg);  Rickmansworth 
G.P.,  up  to  two;  Rye  Meads,  up  to  five  until  Mar.  13th  and  up  to  three 
from  October  to  the  end  of  the  year;  River  Ver  at  St.  Albans. 

M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  two  until  Apr.  4th;  Harefield  Moor;  Perry  Oaks  S.F.; 
Springwell  G.P. ;  West  Drayton  (Farlows  Lake);  Woodside  Park;  Wrays- 
bury  G.P. 

B  Old  Slade,  up  to  two. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  two ;  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  up  to  two ;  Kelsey  Park ; 
Ruxley  G.P.,  up  to  two  until  Mar.  5th,  and  up  to  four  from  Oct.  31st  until 
the  end  of  the  year;  Sevenoaks,  up  to  two  until  Apr.  14th  and  from  Sept. 
26th  to  the  end  of  the  year;  Swanscombe. 

S  Addlestone  (New  Lines  Pond);  Barn  Elms  Res.;  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to 
two;  Gatton  Park;  Merstham;  Morden  Park;  Thorpe  G.P.,  up  to  four, 
the  last  one  remaining  until  May  1st. 

126  Moorhen 

Winter  flocks  over  50  are  given,  and  all  Inner  London  records. 

H  Cheshunt  (Hall  Marsh),  60  on  Mar.  14th  (rl).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  at  least 
80  on  Jan.  1st  and  110  on  Oct.  4th  (dkc). 

M  Osterley  Park,  at  least  60  on  Nov.  28th  (gde).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  nested.  Winter  maximum,  24  on 
Nov.  24th  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Regents  Park,  five  broods  of  one  or  two  (dimyv). 

B  Old  Slade,  about  115  in  one  field  on  Jan.  6th  (ap). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  50  during  February  was  the  peak  count  for  the  year  (drg). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  and  up  to  20  from 
January  to  March:  the  winter  influx  began  at  the  end  of  September,  increas¬ 
ing  to  40  during  December  (rwg,pjg).  River  Thames,  several  records  of  a 
few  birds  in  winter  from  Bankside  Power  Station  and  Tower  Pier,  but  up 
to  12  near  Southwark  and  Blackfriars  Bridges  (rbw  et  al.). 

127  Coot 

Winter  counts  over  500  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  and  large 
numbers  are  given. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  530  on  Jan.  17th  (rl).  Maple  Cross  G.P.,  600  in  December 
(dkc). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  nested  on 
floating  platforms  on  Round  Pond.  Winter  counts  were  the  highest  ever 
recorded  on  the  Round  Pond  with  a  maximum  of  100  on  Dec.  6th  (DABd, 
rpSjJpw).  Regents  Park,  a  record  count  of  40  adults  on  Aug.  3rd.  One 
pair  bred  (dlmw). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  606  on  Jan.  1st  and  512  on  Dec.  23rd  (ap). 

S  Walton  Res.,  up  to  700  in  January,  789  in  October,  847  in  November  and 
586  in  December  (pbl).  Inner  London :  River  Thames,  present  near  Bankside 
Power  Station  from  Nov.  8th,  increasing  to  30  during  December  (jhw). 
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131  Oystercatcher 

The  two  breeding  records  (Essex  and  Kent)  are  the  first  for  the  LNHS  area, 
(see  note  on  page  91.) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  nest  with  two  eggs  on  June  29th;  the  eggs  failed  to 
hatch  and  were  deserted  after  incubation  at  least  until  July  31st.  Full 
details  are  given  in  the  note  on  page  91  (kn).  Walthamstow,  one  on  July 
7th  (jce). 

H  Chorleywood,  one  heard  flying  N  at  night  on  May  11th  (dkc). 

M  Singles  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Apr.  12th  (mjw),  Poyle  G.P.  on  July  30th 
(RWBe),  King  George  VI  R.es.,  on  Mar.  21st  and  Staines  Res.,  on  Apr.  6th. 

K  Swanscombe,  a  pair  on  May  22nd  had  downy  young  during  July — final 
success  not  known  (htg,sjg,lfw).  Crossness  S.F.,  one  on  July  28th  (kwm, 
djp).  Sevenoaks,  two  on  July  15th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  27th  (jd).  River  Thames,  south  of  Hammer¬ 
smith  Bridge,  one  on  tide  line  on  Sept.  14th  (rjg).  Surbiton,  one  flying 
down  the  River  Thames  on  Jan.  4th  (crac). 


133  Lapwing 

The  mid-summer  immigration  of  flocks  originating  from  the  continent 
is  a  regular  feature  of  Lapwing  movements  in  the  London  Area.  This  year 
the  movement  began  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual,  in  mid  May,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  end  of  May  and  the  first  week  of  June  that  it  was  widely 
reported,  with  flocks  of  up  to  40  flying  in  the  usual  direction  between  SW 
and  N.  The  heaviest  summer  passage  reported  was  c.  130  flying  W  over 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on  July  6th  (DABd).  Winter  flecks  of 
1 ,000  or  more  were  reported  from  Dartford  Marsh  (k),  Staines  Moor  (m), 
Stan  well  Moor  G.P.  (m),  Wraysbury  G.P.  (m),  and  on  the  River  Thames 
between  Woolwich  and  Swanscombe  (k).  No  large  hard  weather  move¬ 
ments  were  reported  at  either  end  of  the  year. 


134  Ringed  Plover 

Winter  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  from  the  River  Thames  only, 
with  up  to  30  until  Apr.  27th,  mainly  in  the  Thurrock/Swanscombe  section 

(PJG,DJP,PJSn,LFW). 

Spring  passage  birds  were  present  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (m),  from  Mar.  31st 
until  May  27th,  with  a  peak  of  23  on  the  latter  date  (md,ap),  and  at  Stanwell 
Moor  G.P.  (m)  from  May  31st  until  June  12th,  with  a  peak  of  15  (mc). 
At  Rainham  Marsh  (e),  maxima  were  38  on  May  30th  and  50  on  June  6th 
(kn).  Several  other  reports  of  up  to  three  at  other  ‘inland’  localities  fell 
within  the  same  period. 

Breeding  season  reports  came  from  Rainham  Marsh  (e),  two  pairs  summered 
and  probably  bred  (kn);  Kingsmead  G.P.  (b),  one  pair  laid  eggs  but  were 
probably  robbed  (ap) ;  Wraysbury  G.P.  (b),  one  pair  breeding;  Thamesmead 
(k)  one  pair  raised  at  least  two  young  (kwm, djp)  ;  Northfleet  (k)  one  pair  and 
Swanscombe  (k)  one  pair  (lfw). 

An  unusual  mid-summer  record  came  from  Surrey  Docks  (il),  one  on 
June  23rd  (pjg). 
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At  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (m)  autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July  27th  until 
Oct.  7th  with  a  peak  of  27  on  Aug.  21st  and  31st  (gc,jeh).  At  Rainham 
Marsh  (e)  a  peak  of  250  was  reached  during  August  (kn).  At  Walton  Res. 
(s),  up  to  25  between  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  2nd  (mo).  Up  to  five  were  at 
several  other  localities  within  this  period. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  only  wintering  birds  were  again  on  the  Thames, 
mainly  in  the  Purfleet/Thurrock/Swanscombe  section.  Peak  monthly  counts 
were  as  follows:  Swanscombe,  18  on  July  24th  (lfw);  Thamesmead,  three 
on  Aug.  29th  (kwm,djp);  Purfleet,  67  on  Sept.  26th  and  up  to  72  during 
October  (kn).  Swanscombe,  up  to  100  during  November  and  up  to  30  in 
December  (sjg). 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

The  first  arrival  was  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (h)  on  Mar.  25th  (dkc),  and  the 
latest  was  at  Northfleet  (k)  on  Sept.  26th  (lfw).  All  breeding  records  are 
included  below,  and  the  larger  migrant  counts. 

E  Six  pairs  bred  at  three  sites,  at  least  two  successfully.  At  Rainham  Marsh 
the  first  autumn  migrants  were  12  on  June  22nd  and  the  autumn  peak  was 
up  to  45  during  July  and  August  (kn). 

H  Four  pairs  bred  at  three  sites,  one  nest  being  flooded  and  at  another  the 
first  clutch  was  destroyed  by  crows.  Up  to  four  migrants  at  three  other 
sites. 

M  Three  or  four  pairs  bred  at  three  sites,  one  successfully  and  another  flooded 
by  heavy  rain.  Peak  counts  of  autumn  migrants  were  25  at  Stanwell  Moor 
G.P.  on  July  18th  (mjg)  and  14  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Aug.  6th  (mtnhs). 

K  Six  pairs  bred  or  present  in  the  summer,  at  four  sites.  Up  to  seven  migrants 
at  several  sites  along  the  Thames. 

S  One  possibly  three  pairs  bred,  at  two  sites.  Autumn  numbers  at  the  drained 
Walton  Res.  reached  14  on  July  26th  (agc,mc,jgt),  and  there  were  up  to 
six  migrants  in  autumn  at  several  other  sites.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
three  on  Apr.  23rd  and  a  pair  until  July  6th.  Display  flights  and  anxiety 
behaviour  observed  but  a  nest  could  not  be  located  (pjg). 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  23rd  (pre,jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on 
May  22nd. 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (gde). 

K  Three  winter  records  on  the  River  Thames:  Dartford,  one  on  Jan.  9th  and 
two  flying  upriver  on  Feb.  6th  (sjg,htg).  Swanscombe,  two  flying  downriver 
on  Nov.  10th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (kco). 

140  Golden  Plover 

Apart  from  one  in  full  breeding  plumage  at  London  Airport  (m)  on  May 
24th  (gde),  there  was  none  after  Apr.  15th.  The  first  autumn  report  was  of 
two  flying  NE  at  Rainham  (e)  on  Aug.  25th  and  there  were  18  at  London 
Airport,  on  Oct.  27th  (gde).  Feeding  flocks  over  50  are  given  below: 
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E  Navestock,  60  on  Apr.  13th  (rph). 

H  Near  Stanborough,  c.  275  on  Apr.  14th  and  15th  (pmck-d). 

M  Staines  Moor,  up  to  130  in  January  and  February,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  highest  count  was  59  on  Dec.  31st  (mo).  Wraysbury,  at  least  60 
on  Dec.  12th  (mtnhs). 

143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  5th  and  two  on  May  11th  (kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  6th,  one  remaining  until  June  2nd.  Probably 
the  same  bird  was  reported  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  May  16th  and  Stanwell 
Moor  G.P.  on  May  31st  (mo).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  Aug.  5th  to  the 
7th  (mo).  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  26th  (md,jah,ap). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  May  7th,  probably  the  same  bird  as  reported  in  the 
Staines  area  above  (jgt).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flying  over  on  Aug.  21st 
(rjg). 

145  Snipe 

A  pair  present  in  the  breeding  season,  and  drumming  at  two  other  sites  in 
Herts,  were  the  only  records  of  possible  breeding. 

E  The  only  counts  higher  than  eight  were  at  Rainham  Marsh,  where  there 
was  a  maximum  of  at  least  100  during  December  (kn). 

H  High  Leigh,  Hoddesdon,  one  drumming  on  June  30th  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat  (MJBt).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  pair  present  all  summer  (dkc).  Rye 
Meads,  up  to  four  drumming  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (rmrg).  In  winter 
between  ten  and  33  were  at  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Broxbourne 
Marsh,  High  Leigh,  and  Maple  Cross,  but  higher  numbers  only  at  Rye 
Meads  where  the  peak  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  250  on  Feb.  13th 
(rmrg). 

M  No  breeding  but  isolated  reports  of  one  to  five  at  three  localities  during 
April  to  June.  Reports  of  between  ten  and  18  during  the  winter  at  Brent 
Res.,  Ponders  End  S.F.,  Pond  Wood,  Savehay  G.Ps.,  Woodside  Park  and 
Wraysbury.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
Sept.  15th  (DABd). 

B  Old  Rectory,  Denham,  at  least  30  on  Dec.  22nd.  Old  Slade  G.P.,  17  on 
Dec.  19th. 

K  Reported  in  all  months  except  May  and  June.  Sites  where  over  ten  were 
seen  are  listed  below  with  peak  counts:  Dartford  Marsh  150;  Sevenoaks 
145;  Swanscombe  175;  Thamesmead  34. 

S  Recorded  in  all  months  except  May  and  June.  Sites  where  over  ten  were 
seen  are  listed  below  with  peak  counts:  Beddington  S.F.  c.  20;  Berrylands 
S.F.  34;  Fetcham  Mill  Pond  16;  Hogsmill  S.F.  30;  Holmethorpe  S.P.  20; 
Thorpe  c.  18.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  25th  (pjg). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  last  date  was  Apr.  11th  when  there  were 
singles  at  Parndon  (e)  and  Sevenoaks  (k)  and  two  at  Dartford  Marsh  (k). 
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In  autumn  the  first  was  at  Ponders  End  S.F.  (m)  on  Sept.  ISth.  All  localities 
are  given  below  with  peak  counts. 

E  Parndon,  one;  Rainham  Marsh,  one. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  six;  Cheshunt  G.P.,  three;  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one; 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two;  Rye  Meads,  three. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one;  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  five;  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one;  Savehay 
G.Ps.,  one;  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  two;  Wraysbury,  one. 

B  Iver,  six;  Old  Slade  G.P.,  one. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  seven;  Ruxley  G.P.,  one;  Sevencaks,  two;  Swanscombe, 
five. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one;  Beddington  S.F.,  two;  Hersham  S.F.,  one;  Richmond 
Park,  one. 

148  Woodcock 

Several  winter  records  of  one  to  three  from  all  counties;  two  higher 
counts  are  given  below  and  one  Inner  London  record.  Otherwise  all  the 
records  refer  to  the  breeding  season,  with  a  note  of  the  number  of  birds 
involved. 

E  Tnorndon  Park,  one  (rph).  Coopersale  Common,  eight  shot  in  one  day  in 
January  {per  bmeu). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  seven  roding  (mah).  Broxbourne  Woods  Broad  Riding 
Wood/Cowheath  Wood,  seven  roding  (bsms).  Wormley  Wood,  one  (tj). 
M  Black  Park,  at  least  two  roding.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  found  injured  on  Nov.  26th  (jm,am  per  DABd). 

B  Denham,  one  roding. 

K  No  breeding  season  records.  Nettlestead,  eight  on  Dec.  3rd  (jc,gh,jgh). 
S  Banks  Common,  one  roding  (dp).  Bookham  Common,  nest  with  four 
young  on  Apr.  11th  (gb).  Esher  Common,  one  roding  (pjo).  Fetcham 
Downs,  two  roding  (agc).  Godstone,  one  roding  (ajh).  Headley  Heath, 
one  roding  (dcm,kdgm).  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  four  roding  (dac,kajg,kco) 
Near  Oxshott,  at  least  two  roding  (wri).  Stoke  D'Abernon,  one 
roding  (agc).  Walton  Heath,  one  roding  (rhk).  Between  Whiteley  and 
Walton,  one  roding  (bhf). 

150  Curlew 

All  sightings  are  included  in  the  table.  As  in  1970  no  birds  stayed  for  more 
than  one  day  (in  fact  most  were  seen  flying  over)  and  August  was  the  peak 
month. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  4  —  2  5  2  417  2  —  26 

Total  birds  4  —  5  6  5  11  1  13  3  —  29 


151  Whimbrel 

E  Nazeing  Meads,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (jce). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (ehw). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  flying  NW  on  Apr.  17th  (md).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on 
Apr.  25th  flying  W  (jah)  and  May  15th  (ap).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on 
May  5th  and  30th  (kjh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  2nd.  eight  on  May  5th  and  one  on  Sept.  8th 
(drg).  Park  Langley,  at  least  one  heard  flying  over  at  night  on  Aug.  2nd 
(cc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  May  20th  (mdk). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  (same  bird?)  on  July  10th,  14th  and  15th  (kn). 

H  Hatfield,  Beech  Farm,  one  on  May  23rd  feeding  in  a  field  of  cattle  (tk). 

K  Swanscombe,  three  on  Apr.  16th  (lfw).  Littlebrook,  one  on  Apr.  17th 
(sjg).  Barking  Reach,  one  on  July  25th  (kwm,djp). 

S  Walton  Res.,  singles  on  July  26th  (jgt)  and  Aug.  13th  (mc). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Thurrock,  one  over  River  Thames  on  Jan.  16th  (pjg,bsms). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (gde)  and  on  Apr.  30th  a  flock  of  c.  80 
god  wits  flying  high  NE  were  probably  Bar-taileds  (mcp).  In  connection 
with  the  last  record  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  date  falls  within  the 
period  when  large  up-channel  movements  of  this  species  are  regular  on 
the  Kent  coast. 

K  Swanscombe,  seven  on  May  1st. 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  return  passage  from  June  12th  and  30  on  July  10th  was 
the  peak  autumn  count ;  up  to  four  during  November  and  December  (kn). 
The  only  other  Essex  record  was  one  at  Chigwell  S.F.  on  Mar.  6th  (pre). 

H  Winter  records  of  one  or  two  at  Chorleywood  (River  Chess),  Maple  Cross 
S.F.,  Rye  Meads  and  Stocker’s  Lake.  Up  to  seven  at  six  sites  during  spring 
and  autumn  passage. 

M  One  wintered  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (mo).  Singles  at  three  sites  in  spring 
between  Apr.  5th  and  June  12th.  The  first  autumn  migrant  was  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  on  July  7th,  and  subsequently  up  to  seven  at  seven  sites. 

B  Up  to  five  during  the  autumn  at  Old  Slade  G.P.  and  Iver  S.F.,  one  remaining 
at  the  latter  until  Dec.  14th  (ap).  Singles  during  December  at  Horton  G.P. 
and  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Winter  records  from  Dartford  Marsh  (up  to  six),  Footscray  Meadows, 
Sevenoaks  (up  to  three)  and  Thamesmead.  The  highest  count  was  six  at 
Dartford  Marsh  during  September :  up  to  three  at  seven  other  sites  during 
spring  and  autumn. 

S  Winter  records  at  Beddington  S.F.  (one  until  Apr.  18th  and  three  in  late 
December),  Island  Barn  Res.,  and  Morden  Park.  Highest  counts  were  six 
at  both  Beddington  S.F.  on  July  4th  and  Aug.  29th,  and  Walton  Res.  on 
Aug.  22nd.  Up  to  three  at  four  other  sites  during  spring  and  autumn. 
Inner  London:  Near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  three  on  Aug.  11th  (lwc). 
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157  Wood  Sandpiper 

Only  recorded  in  autumn,  between  July  19th  and  September  8th:  highest 
counts  were  six  at  both  Beddington  S.F.  (s)  and  Rainham  Marsh  (e). 
E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  six  from  July  31st  to  Aug.  28th  (kn).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  July  29th  (rl). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  4th  (dkc). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  18th  (kjh).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  two  on  July 
24th  and  one  on  Aug.  21st  (rfs).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  19th 
(ap,frc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  from  Sept.  5th  to  8th  (drg).  Thamesmead,  two  or 
three  on  July  31st  (kwm,djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (mdk).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  19th 
then  up  to  six  between  Aug.  1st  and  29th  (dac,kdgm,kco). 


159  Common  Sandpiper 

E  Up  to  five  during  the  winter  at  Rainham  Marsh  (kn).  Lea  Valley  resrs.,  up 
to  30  during  July  to  August  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  peak  autumn  counts 
were  50  on  both  Aug.  6th  and  7th  (kn). 

H  Winter  records  of  singles  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  and  Rye  Meads.  One  or  two 
in  spring  at  five  sites,  and  in  autumn  highest  numbers  were  at  Rye  Meads 
with  a  peak  of  14  on  Aug.  8th  (rmrg),  and  elsewhere  up  to  eight  at  seven 
sites. 

M  Winter  records  from  the  Staines  Res. /Perry  Oaks  S.F.  area,  with  up  to  four 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  up  to  two  in  December  (mo).  Up  to  four  at 
six  sites  during  the  spring.  In  autumn  recorded  at  nine  sites  with  highest 
numbers  by  far  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  where  the  peak  was  56  on  Aug.  6th 
(md,ap).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  two 
on  seven  dates  (DABd,RFs).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (kajg). 

K  Winter  records  at  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  four  (drg),  and  Northfleet,  two 
during  December  (lfw).  Up  to  four  at  seven  sites  in  spring.  In  autumn 
recorded  at  eight  sites,  the  highest  counts  being  at  Dartford  Marsh,, 
Thamesmead  and  Swanscombe,  with  up  to  15-18. 

S  One  winter  record,  seven  at  Wey  Manor  Farm  on  Jan.  19th  (ghg).  In  spring 
up  to  four  at  twelve  sites.  In  autumn  up  to  ten  at  both  Barn  Elms  Res.  (on 
Aug.  22nd  and  31st)  and  Beddington  S.F.  (during  the  last  week  of  August); 
elsewhere  up  to  five  at  six  sites.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  three 
between  Aug.  4th  and  Sept.  7th  (pjg). 


161  Redshank 

Winter  counts  on  the  River  Thames  again  showed  remarkable  increases 
over  the  previous  year  (see  under  Kent  below).  Away  from  the  Thames  up 
to  eight  were  widely  reported  from  all  counties,  either  wintering  or  migrants. 
All  breeding  records,  the  Thames  summary  and  an  Inner  London  record 
are  given  below. 

E  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  one  pair  in  late  April  (acp).  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh,  two  pairs  bred  (jce). 
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M  Staines  Moor,  three  in  song  flight  on  May  1st  (md),  one  pair  probably 
bred  (apg,cww). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  four  during  June  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  “several 
pairs”  in  breeding  season  (Djp,pjsn).  Swanscombe,  several  pairs  bred  (lfw). 
On  the  River  Thames  remarkable  increases  were  noted  in  the  winter  months, 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  count  from 
a  boat  on  the  13  mile  Woolwich/Swanscombe  section  on  Jan.  16th  produced 
a  total  of  958,  the  vast  majority  on  the  Dartford,  Purfleet,  Thurrock  and 
Swanscombe  sections  (see  map  page  10).  At  Dartford  (where  the  peak 
count  in  January  and  February  1970  was  200),  drg  reported  up  to  600  in 
January,  declining  to  130  in  February  and  40  in  March.  The  counts  at  the 
end  of  the  year  are  summarised  in  the  following  table,  which  includes  the 
five  sites  where  counts  exceeded  ten : 


Woolwich 

Rainham 

Purfleet 

Dartford 

Swanscombe 

October  — 

35 

290 

200 

20 

November  25 

80 

80 

150 

105 

December  33 

130 

320 

130 

114 

(kwm,djp) 

(kn) 

(kn) 

(drg,sjg) 

(fjh,djp,lfw) 

S  Stoke  D’Abernon  (Slyfields),  one  pair  in  April  (rg).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  nine  during  cold  weather  from  Jan.  5th  to  9th  (pwb,pjg). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr.  12th  (brw)  and  Aug.  24th  (kn). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  13th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  28th 
(jah).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  5th  (jah).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  20th 
(mcp),  22nd  (wmcg),  May  3rd  (wmcg),  Sept.  15th  (gde),  18th  (gcg)  and 
22nd  (agd).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (jah). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (DP). 

165  Greenshank 

E  Girling  Res.,  up  to  four  during  August  (jf)  and  one  on  Sept.  8th  (prh). 
Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  three  during  April  and  May  and  up  to  nine  during 
July  to  October  (kn). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  May  1st  and  Oct.  3rd  (dkc). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  April  23rd  and  in  autumn  here  and  at  the  nearby 
Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  up  to  five  (July  18th)  between  July  7th  and  Sept.  6th 
(mo).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  between  Apr.  22nd  and  May  14th, 
and  up  to  four  (July  20th)  between  July  11th  and  Oct.  7th  (mo).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  on  May  29th  (jhw)  and  eight  on  Sept.  6th  (mtnhs). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  11th  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  July  25th  (drg),  one  on  30th  (kwm),  and  one  on 
Aug.  22nd  (drg).  Plumstead  Marsh,  one  on  May  22nd  and  July  26th 
(kwm).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  24th  and  two  on  Sept.  4th  (jgh,jmh). 
Swanscombe,  three  on  Apr.  27th  (lfw)  and  one  on  May  17th.  Thamesmead, 
singles  on  July  25th  and  26th,  and  Aug.  22nd  (kwm,djp). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  May  9th  (phm),  13th  (mdk),  and  Aug.  22nd  (jhw) 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  May  8th  (imn)  and  two  on  four  dates  between 
July  18th  and  Sept.  5th  (kajg,kco).  Bookham  Common,  one  flying  over  on 
Aug.  8th  (dvf  per  gb).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  singles  on  July  16th  and  17th, 
and  Aug.  10th  and  15th  (jwm).  Walton  Res.,  up  to  three  on  five  dates 
between  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  15th  (agc,mc,dp). 

5 

169  Knot 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  21st 
(jf).  Rainham,  singles  on  Mar.  7th  and  Aug.  27th  (kn). 

M  Poyle  G.P.,  one  on  May  31st  (mc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  16th 
(jhw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  seven  on  Jan.  9th  (htg,sjg)  and  40  on  Jan.  24th  (drg). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (drg). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Purfleet  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  and  17th  (kn).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from 
Jan.  7th  to  the  20th,  two  on  June  19th,  up  to  four  from  Aug.  6th  to  Nov. 
24th,  and  one  during  December  (kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks,  two  on  May  1st  and  7th  (mjg,jah,md),  singles  on  five  dates 
from  Aug.  6th  to  the  31st  (mo)  and  one  on  Oct.  7th  (mjw). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (khp). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Jan.  12th  to  Apr.  19th  (agd,drm,kn),  probably 
the  same  bird  which  had  been  present  here  since  Nov.  4th,  1970. 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Sept.  30th  to  Oct.  3rd  (kb,kn). 

M  One  first  reported  on  Sept.  1st  (md)  was  subsequently  seen  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  or  the  nearby  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.  by  many  observers,  until  Sept.  9th. 

178  Dunlin 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  at  least  20  on  Jan.  3rd  during  a  cold  spell  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  Oct.  26th.  Singles  at  four  other  sites  on  seven 
dates  in  January,  April,  May  and  July. 

M  Brent  Res.,  singles  on  several  dates  in  spring  (April-May)  and  autumn 
(July  to  Sept.).  Mill  Hill,  several  flying  low  and  calling  in  mist  on  Jan.  3rd 
(ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  reported  in  all  months  except  June,  with  peaks  of 
15  on  Jan.  10th,  13  on  Aug.  12th  and  13  on  Oct.  7th  (mo).  Wraysbury  G.P., 
13  on  Aug.  6th  (mtnhs).  Also  up  to  six  at  Staines  Moor,  Staines  Res.,  and 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  23rd 
(rsh,rfs,jpw),  and  two  on  Oct.  27th  (DABd). 
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K  Counts  on  the  Thames  showed  further  increases  over  1970,  continuing  the 
trend  noted  since  the  early  1960s.  All  peak  monthly  counts  are  given  in  the 
table  (site  names  as  in  map  on  page  10).  During  April  to  June  one  or  two 
were  reported  on  four  occasions,  but  at  Rainham  there  were  up  to  100  in 


April,  15  in  May, 

11  in  July,  and  20  during  August. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

. 

_ 

— 

— 

500 

1,800 

(kwm,djp) 

Barking 

Crossness 

1,100 

100 

— 

— 

30 

_ 

(kn) 

(PJG,BSMS,DJP) 

Rainham 

250 

— 

750 

125 

1,500  + 

1,000 

(KN) 

Erith 

300 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(PJG.BSMS) 

Dartford 

5,000 

3,500 

80 

300 

300 

500 

(drg,khp,sjg) 

Purfleet 

2,800 

— 

— 

800 

400 

2,500 

(KN) 

Swanscombe 

500 

1,000  + 

— 

— 

350 

800 

(SJG,KHP,DJP,PFW) 

Thurrock 

500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(PJG,BSMS) 

A  count  from  a  boat  on  Jan.  16th  produced  a  total  of  5,800  for  the  whole 
Woolwich  to  Swanscombe  section  (pjg,bsms). 

Away  from  the  Thames  singles  were  reported  at  Elmers  End  S.F.  on  Jan. 
18th  (cc)  and  Sevenoaks  on  July  11th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  10th,  up  to  two  during  April  and  one  on  Aug. 
15th  (mo).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  three  during  January  (kco  et  al.). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  or  two  in  June,  September  and  November  (dac,jwm) 
Walton  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  18th  and  up  to  nine  from  July  26th  to  Sept.  2nd 
(mo).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  feeding  on  Jan.  7th  during  cold 
weather  (pjg). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  9th,  five  on  July  31st  and  one  from  Aug.  24th 
to  the  28th  (kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  11th  (gde),  two  on  Aug.  23rd  (mjw)  and 
singles  on  Oct.  17th  (mjg),  21st  and  22nd  (gde,ap). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  6th  (kn). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  (kjh).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  flock  of  22  on 
May  16th  were  all  in  winter  plumage  and  very  restless  (jhw). 

184  Ruff 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  12th  and  15th  (dkc,jdm).  Rye  Meads,  one 
on  Mar.  6th  and  7th  (rmrg). 

M  Recorded  during  the  winter  months  in  the  Perry  Oaks  S.F. /Staines  Moor 
area  until  Mar.  27th,  with  peaks  of  42  during  January,  11  during  February 
and  14  during  March  (mo).  Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Apr.  24th 
and  May  23rd,  with  a  peak  of  18  on  Apr.  28th  (mjw):  in  autumn  up  to  11 
from  July  15th  to  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  Perry  Oaks  S.F./Stanwell  Moor 
G.P.  area  (mo).  Staines  Moor,  up  to  31  during  February  (dkc,mjw). 
Staines  Res.,  nine  on  Apr.  13th  (caw)  and  five  on  the  next  day  (wmcg). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  six  during  December  (mtnhs). 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  four  in  July  and  12  in  August  (kn). 
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K  Present  on  the  River  Thames  in  ail  months  except  June;  numbers  over  ten 
were  seen  only  in  the  Dartford,  Purfleet  and  Swanscombe  sections,  where 
the  peak  monthly  counts  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

130  65  10  5  2  —  10  3  2  7  6  40 

Away  from  the  Thames  the  only  records  were  at  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Oct. 
2nd  and  6th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  or  two  on  four  dates  between  July  27th  and  Aug.  22nd 
(jD,KCo).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  July  17th  (mc). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 
S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (gc). 

189  Stone  Curlew 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  1st  and  2nd  (rmrg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (kco). 

190/191  Pratincoie  sp. 

S  Between  Belmont  and  Banstead,  one  possibly  a  juvenile,  flying  over  the 
downs  on  Sept.  14th  (wad).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

193  Arctic  Skua 

M  Brent  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  11th  (lab).  Osterley  Park,  one  circling 
and  drifting  SE  on  Sept.  23rd  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Sept. 
22nd  (agd)  and  30th  (RWBe). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  dark  phase  on  Aug.  29th  (jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  11th  and  12th  (pjsn,MDK),  19th  (aws)  and 
25th  (hjf,wav,mdk). 

198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Rather  few  reports  received,  but  regular  counts  were  made  at  Dartford 
Marsh  and  Sevenoaks  (both  Kent)  and  the  peak  monthly  counts  are  given 
below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  40  20  2  2  2  —  2  8  20  20  35  15  (drg) 

Sevenoaks  200  47  10  1  —  —  —  2  2  ?  73  85  (jgh.jmh) 

Otherwise  the  only  counts  of  200  or  more  were  at  Walton  Res.,  c.  800  on 

Jan.  30th,  Hilfield/Shenleybury  (Herts),  200  during  mid-January  (lkw) 

and  at  Old  Slade  (Bucks)  where  up  to  210  on  one  small  pit  in  late  November 

was  considered  exceptional  for  the  area  (ap). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  an  adult  of  the  Scandinavian  race  present 
during  January  and  February,  identified  by  the  ring  on  its  leg  as  the  same 
individual  returning  for  the  fourth  winter  (jpw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
c.  1,000  on  Sept.  1st,  the  largest  count  reported  (dkc). 
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200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London:  Regents  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  and 
others  summered  at  the  Zoological  Gardens  (dimw);  St.  James’s  Park, 
one  pair  bred  successfully  (jms,bsms). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  present  and  displaying  until  May  20th  but,  although 
adults  and  immatures  were  seen  in  June,  breeding  remained  unproven 
(jgh,jmh). 

201  Common  Gull 

Rather  few  reports  were  received,  but  regular  counts  were  made  at  Dartford 
Marsh  (Kent)  where  the  peak  monthly  figures  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  Marsh  70  50  125  14  4  —  20  15  5  50  70  70  (drg) 

Elsewhere  counts  exceeded  200  at  Purfleet  (on  the  Thames)  where  there 
were  400  on  Oct.  17th  (kn)  and  Thorpe  (Surrey)  where  there  were  at 
least  500  on  Jan.  9th  (ghg). 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (rl)  and  a  first-winter  on  Nov.  20th 
and  27th  (kn). 

M  Charlton  G.P.,  an  immature  on  Mar.  25th  (wm).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P., 
a  first-winter  on  Nov.  9th  (ap).  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Nov.  20th  (lab). 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  adult  on  Jan.  25ih  (jgh,jmh). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

M  Osterley  Park,  an  adult  on  Dec.  26th  (agd). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  second-summer  on  Sept.  12th  (jgh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  first-winter  on  Dec.  15th  (rwg). 

There  are  now  six  records  for  the  LNHS  Area  since  1900. 

207  Little  Gull 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  14th  (pe)  and  22nd  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads,  an  adult  on  Apr.  16th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  spring  passage  from  Apr.  19th  to  May  7th  (maximum  seven 
on  Apr.  20th);  noted  in  autumn  between  Aug.  21st  and  31st  (maximum  12 
on  the  29th)  and  from  Sept.  8th  to  11th,  followed  by  singles  on  Sept.  18th, 
Oct.  17th,  23rd  and  24th  and  Nov.  24th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  seen  in  autumn 
only  from  Aug.  22nd  to  27th  (maximum  ten  on  Aug.  26th),  then  two  from 
Sept.  10th  to  12th  and  up  to  two  from  Oct.  15th  to  18th  (mo). 

B  Poyle  G.P.,  an  immature  from  May  18th  to  20th  (ap). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (drg).  Rainham,  three  flying  up  River 
Thames  on  Aug.  21st  (kn).  Swanscombe,  a  first- winter  on  Sept.  18th 
(lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  adult  found  long  dead  on  Mar.  27th  (djh),  three  in 
first-summer  plumage  on  Aug.  21st  (kco,av).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  first- 
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summer  bird  on  May  12th  (agd)  and  two  immatures  on  Aug.  21st  (rjg) 
and  28th  (mdk).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (agc).  Island  Barn  Res., 
an  immature  on  Aug.  31st  (dp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  first-winter 
on  Sept.  7th  (pjg). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

i 

At  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (Inner  London),  jpw  has  sight- 
controlled  46  ringed  birds  during  the  three  winters  1968-71:  19  Finnish, 
eight  British,  six  Dutch,  four  German,  two  Swedish,  two  Latvian,  two 
Czechoslovakian  and  one  each  Polish,  Lithuanian  and  Danish. 

211  Kittiwake 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  juvenile  found  dead  on  Aug.  20th  (jce). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  15th  (gw). 

212  Black  Tern 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  19th  to  June  24th,  and  during  this  period  seen  at 
Lea  valley  resrs.,  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Rye  Meads,  Stanborough  Lakes,  Troy 
Mill,  Staines  Res.,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Poyle  G.P.,  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
Sevenoaks,  Gatton  Park,  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Walton  Res.;  the  periods 
of  main  passage  during  the  spring  were  between  May  6th  and  10th  and  June 
2nd  and  6th.  The  highest  counts  reported  were  17  at  Staines  Res.  on  May 
6th  and  20  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  May  10th. 

Autumn  passage  from  July  30th  to  Sept.  6th,  and  during  this  period  seen  at 
Nazeing  G.P.,  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Maple  Cross  G.P.,  Staines  Res.,  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  Wraysbury  G.P.,  Kingsmead  G.P.,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  River 
Thames  at  Rainham,  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Walton  Res.,  and  Island  Barn  Res.; 
the  period  of  main  passage  was  from  July  31st  to  Aug.  3rd  with  smaller 
movements  from  Aug.  18th  to  21st  and  Sept.  5th  and  6th.  The  highest 
counts  were  54  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  15  at  Staines  Res.  both  on  Aug. 
3rd,  and  16  flying  W  and  three  E  along  the  River  Thames  at  Rainham  on 
Aug.  21st.  Late  reports  came  from  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  21st  and 
five  on  Oct.  5th,  King  George  V  Res.,  four  on  Sept.  26th  and  Staines  Res., 
up  to  two  present  from  Sept.  29th  to  Oct.  4th. 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  only  are  given  here — passage  is  summarised  under 
Common/ Arctic  Tern. 

H  At  one  site  three  pairs  were  seen  in  courtship  display  and  probably  bred. 

At  another  site  one  pair  reared  one  juvenile. 

M  At  one  site  three  pairs  nested  but  were  flooded  out  by  heavy  rain  in  early 
June;  one  pair  re-nested  and  raised  two  juveniles.  At  another  site  one  pair 
attempted  to  breed  but  was  also  flooded  out. 

218  Arctic  Tern 

Recorded  in  spring  from  Apr.  14th  to  June  11th,  and  in  autumn  from  Aug. 
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11th  to  Sept.  26th  at  the  following  localities:  Staines  Res.  (up  to  four  on 
six  dates),  Sevenoaks  (singles  on  five  dates)  and  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (two 
on  Sept.  26th). 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

The  following  summary  includes  all  records,  whether  or  not  the  birds  were 
specifically  identified. 

Spring  passage  noted  at  24  localities  from  Apr.  14th  to  late  June.  The 
maximum  count  was  c.  25  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  25th. 

Autumn  passage  noted  at  30  localities  from  early  July  to  Oct.  10th.  Max¬ 
imum  counts  were  at  Rainham,  48  flying  W  and  five  E  on  Aug.  21st  and 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  c.  100  on  the  same  date.  Dartford,  up  to  30  during 
September,  feeding  over  power  station  outflow — the  first  observations 
of  terns  feeding  at  this  site  in  this  way. 

Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  five  W  on  Aug.  12th  (DABd).  River 
Thames  at  Blackfriars,  one  E  on  Aug.  11th  (jhw). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  six  on  May  20th  (jc,jgh,jmh). 

220  Sooty  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (gde,lep).  Accepted  by  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee. 

222  Little  Tern 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  July  31st,  flew  into  Herts,  (js).  Hainault  Lake,  parties 
of  one  or  two  during  Sept.  6th  to  8th,  fishing  then  moving  off  W  (acp). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (pe)  and  three  on  Sept.  4th  (jf). 
M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  July  17th  (kjh).  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one 
found  with  broken  wing  on  May  2nd  (bsms). 

B  Kingsmead  G.P.,  three  on  June  11th,  after  heavy  rain  (ap). 

K  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  W  two  E  on  Aug.  21st  (kn).  Sevenoaks, 
singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  May  8th  (jgh,jmh). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  six  on  Sept.  4th  (jf). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  May  23rd  and  three  on  June  28th  after  a  storm 
(dkc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  23rd  and  June  18th  (agd),  two  Aug.  18th  to 
20th  (gde,wmcg)  and  an  immature  on  Sept.  7th  (caw).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
two  on  June  12th  (mc)  and  one  on  Aug.  21st  (kjh). 

B  Poyle  G.P.,  one  on  June  12th  after  heavy  rain  (ap).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one 
on  May  15th  (mcp). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (jgh,jmh).  River  Thames:  Dartford,  one  on 
Apr.  15th  and  ‘small  numbers’  in  autumn  (drg);  Rainham,  one  on  Aug. 
21st  (kn);  Stone  Marsh,  two  flying  W  on  Sept.  11th  (htg,sjg);  Purfleet, 
four  on  Sept.  26th  (kb). 
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224/227  Razorbill/Guillemot 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Lambeth  Bridge,  one  flying  upstream  at 
midday  on  Sept.  10th  (pjsn). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  are  given. 

E  Present  or  bred  at  Dagnam  Park,  Debden,  Epping  Forest,  Gt.  Parndon, 
Hainault  and  Havering. 

H  Present  or  bred  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Chorley  Wood,  Hamper  Mill,  Northaw, 
Rye  Meads,  Stocker's  Lake  and  Totteridge.  Chorley  Wood,  c.  40  on  Feb. 
26th  (dkc). 

M  Present  or  bred  at  Bushey  Park,  Hampton  Court  Park  and  Ken  Wood. 
Osterley  Park,  23  on  Mar.  31st  (agd).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
four  present  from  May  11th  to  Aug.  27th,  one  pair  with  a  juvenile  on 
Aug.  18th  (DABd,RFS,JPW). 

B  Horton  Manor,  c.  50  on  June  26th  (ap). 

K  Present  or  bred  at  Beckenham  Place  Park,  Dartford  Marsh,  Hayes  Common, 
Kelsey  Park,  Park  Langley,  Swanscombe,  Thamesmead  and  in  the  Wester- 
ham  area.  Dartford  Marsh,  200  flying  over  on  Oct.  31st  with  Woodpigeons. 
Plumstead,  35  flying  E  on  Apr.  6th  (pjsn). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  Beddington  S.F.,Banstead,  Claygate,  Gatton,  Mickleham, 
Oxshott,  Reigate  and  Richmond  Park.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  19  on  Aug.  1st 
(jwm). 

234  Woodpigeon 

The  largest  movements  were  recorded  at  the  end  of  the  year.  On  Oct.  1st 
and  2nd,  a  flock  of  c.  1,000  was  feeding  in  Hyde  Park  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 
On  Oct.  10th  c.  500  flew  SSW  over  Thames  Ditton  (mw).  From  Oct.  23rd 
the  first  immigrant  flocks  were  recorded  in  widespread  SW  movements 
across  the  London  Area  which  lasted  until  Nov.  11th.  The  largest  count 
was  c.  1,800  flying  W  over  Hyde  Park  on  Nov.  5th  (DABd).  Local  movements 
continued,  but  at  the  end  of  November  another  extensive  passage  occurred 
when  from  Nov.  27th  to  the  29th  many  thousands  were  seen  moving  SW. 
This  pattern  abruptly  changed  on  Nov.  30th  to  a  return  NE  movement, 
lasting  until  Dec.  20th:  these  movements  were  widespread  in  the  London 
Area  and  were  undoubtedly  connected  with  the  change  from  the  very  cold 
weather  of  November  to  the  very  mild  conditions  in  December,  with  many 
birds  returning  to  East  Anglia.  During  this  period  the  largest  counts  were 
c.  10,000  flying  NE  in  five  minutes  over  New  Malden  on  Nov.  30th  (pjsn), 
a  movement  undoubtedly  related  to  the  huge  numbers  later  seen  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Park  during  December  (bam),  and  a  single  flock  of  c.  4,000  flying 
NE  over  Hyde  Park  on  Dec.  16th  (DABd). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

First  recorded  on  Apr.  16th,  although  arrival  and  spring  passage  extended 
throughout  May  and  early  June.  During  June  to  August  there  were  four 
reports  of  flocks  of  20  to  25 :  the  last  records  for  the  year  were  on  2nd  and 
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3rd  October.  Reports  of  breeding  clearly  did  not  give  a  complete  picture 
of  its  distribution  in  the  London  Area,  and  while  some  observers  noted  a 
decline  from  previous  years,  others  noted  increases:  however  the  overall 
picture  obtained  from  the  records  is  that  the  species  is  at  least  holding  its 
own  and  is  quite  common  in  suitable  areas. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  more  spring  records 
than  usual,  one  to  three  on  12  dates  from  Apr.  20th  to  June  23rd;  in 
autumn  five  on  Sept.  11th  and  three  on  Sept.  29th  (DABd,RSH). 

—  Collared  Dove 

This  species  continues  to  increase  in  range  and  numbers,  and  again  there  are 
breeding  records  from  new  localities,  particularly  in  Herts.  As  yet  there  is 
no  evidence  of  any  extension  of  its  breeding  range  into  urban  London,  and 
so  far  expansion  is  limited  to  the  outer  and  fringe  suburbs.  In  some  areas 
large  flocks  are  now  regular  and  at  sites  where  food  is  plentiful  the  species 
seems  prepared  to  adapt,  for  example  at  Chessington  at  least  three  pairs 
nested  on  telegraph  poles.  In  the  summaries  below  all  breeding  season  sites 
are  mentioned,  with  comments  on  the  size  of  the  breeding  population  where 
available  and  flocks  over  30  outside  the  breeding  season  are  given.  Any 
additional  information  would  be  welcomed  by  the  recorders. 

E  Breeding  at  Chadwell  Heath,  Collier  Row,  Gants  Hill,  North  Chingford, 
Romford  and  Wanstead.  Chigwell,  35-40  during  December. 

H  Barclay  Park  (Hoddesdon),  Broxbourne  Church,  Cuffley  Great  Wood, 
Frogmore,  Hadley  Woods,  Hoddesdon,  Lemsford,  Rye  Meads  (one  pair 
bred  for  the  first  time),  Stocker’s  Lake  (bred  for  the  first  time)  and  still 
increasing  at  this  site  in  December  when  up  to  25  were  present,  Watford 
(one  pair  nesting  on  top  of  telegraph  pole  only  \  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
town).  Cassiobury  Park,  c.  30  at  winter  roost. 

M  Eastcote,  Northwood,  Pinner,  Ruislip,  Staines  area,  and  Uxbridge — very 
frequent  in  all  these  areas.  Inner  London:  four  reports  of  singles  outside 
the  breeding  season. 

K  Bexley,  Beckenham  Place  Park,  Bromley,  Charts  Edge,  Hosey  Hill, 
Cheisfield,  Dartford  Marsh,  Footscray  Meadows,  Orpington,  Petts  Wood, 
Sidcup,  South  Darenth,  Stone.  By  far  the  largest  winter  concentrations 
in  Kent  were  reported  at  Dartford  Marsh  with  up  to  130. 

S  Banstead,  Coulsdon  (regular  counts  of  23  at  beginning  of  the  year), 
Chessington  (one  of  the  Surrey  strongholds — c.  150  displaying  birds  seen 
in  the  area  during  January),  Rickman  Hill  (up  to  17  including  five  juveniles), 
Old  Coulsdon,  Roehampton,  Sanderstead  (60  T  regularly  and  many  pairs 
bred — one  male  died  from  trichomoniasis,  a  disease  of  overcrowding — see 
L.B.R.:  34:43),  Sutton,  Thorpe  (bred  for  the  first  time),  Walton  Heath, 
South  Croydon  area  (increasing),  Surbiton  area  (many  reports  and  breed¬ 
ing  proved),  Tolworth,  Wallington. 

237  Cuckoo 

The  first  records  were  at  Weybridge  on  Apr.  1 1th  (ghg)  and  Joyden's  Wood 
on  Apr.  14th  (djp),  although  the  main  arrival  did  not  take  place  until 
after  Apr.  18th,  passage  lasting  well  into  early  May. 
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Breeding  was  reported  from  many  areas,  and  reports  suggest  a  slight  general 
increase,  although  ehw  states  that  the  species  is  distinctly  scarce  in  N. 
Middlesex  and  S.  Herts.  For  the  third  season,  an  hepatic  female  returned 
to  Sevenoaks  (jgh,jmh). 

Autumn  passage  was  reported  from  July  18th  to  Sept.  26th  when  the  last 
was  at  Beddington  S.F.  (dac). 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  flying  N  on  Apr.  29th  and  one  on  June  16th 
(DABd).  Surrey  Docks,  juveniles  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  and  Sept.  7th 
(pjg). 

241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given : 

E  Collier  Row,  traditional  nesting  tree  was  burnt  down  by  vandals  (acp). 
Chadwell  Heath,  a  pair  bred  raising  one  juvenile  (acp).  Harlow,  a  pair  bred 
(tw).  Rainham,  one  took  prey  into  factory  on  June  22nd,  also  one  hunting 
on  June  29th  (kn).  Epping,  singles  and  a  pair  in  June  and  July  (bmeu). 
Coopersale  Common,  one  in  January  (bmeu). 

H  Chorleywood,  two  on  Apr.  2nd  but  not  subsequently  (dkc).  Hunton 
Bridge,  one  on  June  27th  (rwg).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Dec.  4th  (rmrg). 
M  Osterley  Park,  a  pair  bred  and  raised  three  young  (dgh).  Harefield  Moor, 
present  during  spring  and  summer  (mjg).  West  Drayton,  one  on  Jan.  17th 
(ap):  Laleham,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (kjh). 

B  Old  Slade,  one  on  May  22nd  (mtnhs). 

K  Park  Langley,  singles  from  Jan.  11th  to  Mar.  13th  and  on  Aug.  3rd  (cc). 
Dartford  Marshes,  singles  on  Apr.  2nd  and  July  3rd  (drg).  Sevenoaks, 
one  Nov.  19th  and  20th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  7th  and  one  present  most  of  year 
(kco,jd).  Bookham  Common,  singles  Apr.  24th  to  May  18th  (cb,ror,dcm, 
gb).  Cobham,  one  hunting  on  July  3rd  (agc).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  two 
hunting  June  22nd  to  29th  and  a  pair  on  Sept.  29th  (agc).  Limpsfield 
Chart,  one  heard  on  July  7th  (kajg).  Richmond  Park,  present  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (rdh,bam).  Fetcham,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (agc). 

246  Little  Owl 

The  status  of  the  species  is  difficult  to  summarize  from  the  records  received. 
Whereas  in  farmland  areas  the  species  seems  far  less  common  than  a  decade 
ago,  it  neverthess  appears  quite  well-established  in  some  semi-woodland 
areas  and  even  quite  close  into  London.  Following  a  dearth  of  breeding 
records  from  Kent  last  year,  more  were  reported  this  year  and  pairs  were 
noted  breeding  as  close  in  as  Thamesmead,  Crossness  and  Park  Langley 
(kwm,djp,cc).  In  Surrey  the  species  seems  well  established  in  Richmond 
Park  (crac,  wri,  ps)  and  there  is  also  a  report  of  a  pair  possibly  breeding 
in  Dulwich  in  April  (asnhs). 

247  Tawny  Owl 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  four  pairs 
present  throughout  year,  one  pair  is  known  to  have  bred  successfully,  two 
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owlets  being  seen  on  April  3rd  and  4th,  and  five  were  found  roosting  on 
Dec.  9th  (DABd,RFS,jpw,RSH);  Holland  Park,  singles  January  to  July,  but  no 
proof  of  breeding  (epb);  Russell  Square,  a  pair  roosting  January  to  May, 
but  no  proof  of  breeding  (sc,pjsn);  St.  Pancras,  one  flying  over  College 
Green  on  Jan.  2nd  (ehvv);  Stanley  Crescent  Gardens,  heard  calling  July  to 
December  more  frequently  than  usual  (epb). 

Elsewhere,  frequently  reported  with  slightly  more  breeding  records  than 
last  year  (mo).  Pairs  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  Park  took  advantage  of  the 
vole  explosion  to  breed  very  early,  owlets  being  first  seen  on  Feb.  23rd 
(jcb  per  kco)  from  eggs  laid  by  the  previous  Christmas.  Most  records 
emphasize  how  well  established  it  appears  to  be  in  the  outer  suburbs, 
visiting  gardens  and  hunting  along  railway  lines  at  night. 


248  Long-eared  Owl 

B  Near  Woodlands  Park,  Iver,  one  on  July  22nd  (jah).  The  only  record 
received. 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb.  13th  and  Nov.  28th,  and  two  on  Dec.  9th 
(kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  from  December  1970  increasing  to  four  from  Jan. 
5th  to  11th,  then  three  on  Jan.  15th  and  one  or  two  until  Apr.  17th  (mo). 
Staines  Moor  area,  singles  in  January,  two  in  February  and  March,  last 
one  Mar.  28th  (lb,jeh,rsh,glp). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  three  or  four  from  December  1970  remaining  during 
January  and  February  (sjg,htg,drg).  Hither  Green,  a  migrant  flying  over 
on  Apr.  20th  (pm). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  from  December  1970  falling  to  eight  on  Jan.  17th 
(imn),  then  five  during  February  (kgm),  four  on  Feb.  19th  and  21st  (agd, 
wjd),  up  to  six  in  March,  last  one  Apr.  11th  (jd,kco,brs);  one  on  Oct.  23rd. 


252  Nightjar 

E  Near  Brentwood,  one  heard  on  July  7th  (jts). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  a  female  and  two  males  on  May  5th,  and  two  on  May 
13th  (mah).  Broad  Riding  Wood,  one  on  June  8th  (MJBt).  Brambles  Wood 
and  Highfield  Wood,  singles  on  June  22nd  (MJBt). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  first  heard  May  31st,  three  calling  June  13th  (ajh),  four 
seen  July  7th  (kag).  Esher  Common,  a  pair  and  another  male  on  July  11th 
(pjo).  Headley  Heath,  at  least  five  pairs  present  during  June  and  July 
(ckd,kdm,rhf,nl).  Banstead  Heath,  none  seen  or  heard  up  to  July  23rd 
(ckd,rhf).  Walton  Heath,  one  seen  and  heard  on  June  12th  (rhk  et  al.). 

255  Swift 

The  first  arrival  was  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  17th  (gcg),  and  there  were  five 
there  on  the  19th  and  c.  40  on  the  20th  (gde,mcp).  From  the  20th,  ‘firsts’ 
were  reported  elsewhere,  and  there  were  c.  10  at  Walton  Res.  on  the  21st 
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(jjw),  ‘many'  at  Thorpe  G.P.  on  24th  (isr)  and  c.  40  at  Barn  Elms  B.es.,  on 
25th  (fmI).  Although  there  were  c.  200  at  Staines  Res.  by  the  27th,  local 
breeders  elsewhere  did  not  arrive  in  many  localities  until  between  May  6th 
and  13th,  and  feeding  flocks  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  Rye  Meads  were  very 
slow  to  build  up. 

The  passage  of  first-summer  and  non-breeding  birds  occurred  in  June  when 
regular  feeding  flocks  increased  almost  fourfold  at  some  sites,  e.g.  c.  2,000 
at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  the  5th  (mc),  c.  1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  11th  (ap), 
c.  500  at  Wood  Green  Res.  on  11th  (jpw)  and  c.  800  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  the  20th  (kco). 

Autumn  return  passage  began  from  the  second  week  of  July,  and  by  mid- 
August  numbers  were  well  down  and  most  dates  of  final  departure  were 
between  Aug.  28th  and  31st.  There  were  occasional  records  of  stragglers 
up  to  Sept.  19th  (including  c.  20  at  Beddington  on  Sept.  5th),  and  one  was 
seen  at  Park  Langley  on  Sept.  23rd  (cc). 


258  Kingfisher 

About  27  pairs  are  known  to  have  summered  in  the  London  Area.  Since 
no  reports  were  received  from  the  River  Thames  between  Egham  and 
Weybridge,  where  6-7  pairs  have  nested  annually  since  1968,  the  true 
population  probably  exceeded  30  pairs.  A  paper  analysing  the  recovery- 
rate  since  the  severe  winter  of  1962  3  appears  on  page  60. 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  in 
detail.  Outside  the  breeding  season  widespread  in  all  counties. 

E  River  Stcrt,  single  pairs  bred  at  Roydon  and  Harlow.  River  Lea,  single 
pairs  bred  at  Nazeing  (young  fledged  in  mid-June)  and  Waltham  Abbey. 
Epping  Forest,  one  pair  successfully  bred  along  Ching  Brook.  Loughton 
Brook,  tributary  of  River  Roding,  one  pair  bred,  Navestock,  one  on  Apr. 
11th.  Walthamstow-  Reservoirs,  one  nest  excavated  in  April  but  no  young 
seen.  Rainham,  Berw  ick  Pond,  one  pair  bred.  Brentwood,  a  juvenile  flew 
into  a  shop  window  on  July  3rd. 

H  River  Lea,  Rye  House  to  Dobbs  Weir,  one  pair  reared  young  in  gravel  pit 
at  Rye  House  Power  Station.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  courtship  feeding  on  Mar. 
2Sth,  one  to  two  regular  during  April  and  June  and  a  juvenile  picked  up  in 
July.  Near  Barclay  Park,  Hoddesdon,  one  pair  bred  on  Spital  Brook. 
Newgate  Street  to  Whitew-ebbs  Park,  regular  during  the  summer  and 
probably  bred  along  Cuffley  Brook.  River  Gade,  recorded  all  year  and 
probably  bred.  Maple  Cross  G.P.,  singles  on  May  8th  and  13th  and  June 
29th  and  two  on  June  30th.  Stocker's  Lake,  two  or  three  on  Apr.  18th. 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  pair  reared  young,  Hatfield,  one  at  nest  hole  in  April. 
Rye  Meads,  34  were  ringed  during  the  year. 

M  Enfield  Chase,  one  pair  bred  successfully  on  Salmons  Brook.  Lea  Navigat¬ 
ion  Canal,  one  pair  reared  young  at  1970  site.  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles,  on  July  12th  and  19th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  26th. 
Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov.  1st.  Victoria  Park,  up  to  three  on  the  Regents 
Canal  and  Hertford  Union  Canal  almost  daily  from  September  to  end  of 
year. 

B  Kingsmead  G.P.,  Horton,  one  pair  bred  but  failed  to  rear  young. 
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K  Sevenoaks  to  Otford,  four  pairs  bred.  River  Cray  at  Bexley,  one  on  June 
27th  and  one  or  two  in  July.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Mar.  28th.  Ruxley, 
one  on  July  22nd. 

S  River  Mole,  singles  at  Leatherhead  on  July  25th  and  Cobham  on  Mar.  27th. 
Barrow  Green  Pond,  one  on  July  20th.  Godstone,  seen  all  year  and  appeared 
to  be  nesting  in  June.  River  Wey  at  Brooklands,  seen  throughout  the  year. 
Wey  Canal  at  Thameslock,  seen  all  year  and  three  together  on  Apr.  4th. 

261  Hoopoe 

M  Chiswick  House  Park,  one  on  the  early  date  of  Mar.  10th  (jmn). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Less  breeding  pairs  were  reported  than  last  year.  Although  well  established 
in  many  traditional  areas,  it  has  not  yet  recovered  its  numbers  of  a  decade 
ago  and  may  be  suffering  a  further  set-back  in  some  areas  for  reasons 
unknown,  acp  remarks  that  in  the  Hainault  area  the  species  is  ‘scarce  this 
year’  and  gb’s  surveys  at  Bookham  show  a  slight  decrease.  Other  observers 
also  comment  that  they  had  less  records  or  the  species  was  absent  in  the 
breeding  season. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Far  more  breeding  season  records  were  received  than  for  the  Green  Wood¬ 
pecker  suggesting  that  this  species  is  both  the  commoner  and  is  also 
increasing  in  numbers. 

Inner  London  records:  Holland  Park,  up  to  two  in  spring  regularly  until 
Apr.  22nd,  then  one  on  June  12th,  and  isolated  singles  from  Sept.  21st  to 
Dec.  12th  (epb);  Regents  Park,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (pwb);  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan.  27th  and  one  drumming  regularly  from 
Feb.  10th  to  March  24th,  but  not  seen  again  until  Apr.  20th,  then  singles 
on  eighteen  dates  from  June  17th  to  Nov.  25th  (RSH,DABd,RFS,jpw). 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  about  80  localities  during  the  year,  with  about  the  same 
number  of  breeding  pairs  as  last  year,  ehw  recorded  at  least  eight  pairs  in 
NW  London,  and  comments  that  the  species  did  well  this  year. 

265  Wryneck 

E  Debden,  one  brought  in  by  a  cat  in  September,  a  photograph  later  appearing 
in  the  local  newspaper  {per  rph). 

K  Records  of  singles  from  Apr.  20th  to  May  28th  at  three  localities,  but  no 
proof  of  breeding  was  received. 

S  Hogsmill  Sewage  Works,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (jg). 

271  Woodlark 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  flying  SW  on  Feb.  28th  (lab). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (drg). 
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272  Skylark 

Severe  weather  during  the  first  week  of  January  brought  several  large 
concentrations,  the  most  noteworthy  being  2,000  at  Beddington  S.F. 
(kco),  1,350  at  Chorleywood  on  the  5th  (dkc),  500  increasing  to  1,000  on 
the  7th  at  Surrey  Docks  and  180  on  a  clearance  area  at  Rouel  Road, 
Bermondsey  on  the  5th  (pjg).  At  Surrey  Docks  in  Inner  London  three 
pairs  were  present  during  the  summer  and  a  juvenile  was  seen  in  July  (pjg). 

274  Swallow 

Two  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  (jff)  and  one  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (ap)  on  Apr.  3rd. 
Elsewhere  first  arrivals  from  Apr.  11th  onw'ards.  ghg  reported  that  they 
were  late  arriving  and  scarce  in  the  Weybridge  area.  Maxima  w’ere  100  in 
spring  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  24th  (rmrg)  and  2,000  in  the  autumn,  roosting 
in  reeds  at  Nazeing  G.P.  on  Sept.  19th  (krm).  A  brood  just  fledged  were 
seen  leaving  a  nest  at  Maple  Cross  on  Oct.  14th  (dkc).  The  last  reported 
was  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Nov.  2nd  (djp). 

276  House  Martin 

Two  at  Wraysbury  on  Apr.  9th  (mtnhs),  but  elsewhere  first  records  from 
Apr.  15th  onwards.  In  Inner  London,  20-22  pairs  bred  in  the  Swiss  Cottage 
area  (sc),  and  four  pairs  at  Harbord  Street,  Fulham  (pjsn).  In  Surrey, 
sbws  reported  44  nests  in  Surbiton,  17  in  Kingston,  nine  in  Thames 
Ditton  and  22  in  Tolworth. 

277  Sand  Martin 

First  records  on  Mar.  31st,  one  at  Leatherhead  (rg)  but  c.  50  at  Gatton 
Park  (mk).  Reports  of  breeding  from  Bucks.,  Herts.,  Middx.,  Kent  and 
Surrey.  At  Iver  G.P.  a  colony  of  108  holes  was  deserted  due  to  disturbance 
and  a  nearby  colony  of  13  holes  w’as  destroyed  (ap).  On  autumn  passage 
the  maxima  w?ere  700  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug,  26th  (cww)  and  800  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Sept.  25th  (rmrg)  and  the  last  reported  were  five  at  Holmethorpe 
S.P.  on  Oct.  3rd  (dac). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

S  Selsdon  Wood,  a  female  seen  on  June  8th;  the  typical  call  was  heard  in  the 
area  for  about  45  mins,  but  no  adult  male  was  seen  (emf).  Walton  Res.,  a 
male  on  May  8  th  (co). 

280  Carrion  Crow 

In  Inner  London  there  were  11  nests  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
(DABd,RFS,jpw)  and  one  in  Ladbroke  Square  Gardens  (epb). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Barking,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (kb).  Harlow7,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (mah). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  5th  to  7th  (lab,kvt,jhw). 

K  Joyden's  Wood,  one  on  Jan.  24th  and  Dec.  21st  (drg). 
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282  Rook 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London,  two  flying  SE  over  Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar.  10th  and 
one  flying  W  over  Hyde  Park  on  Nov.  17th  (DABd). 

283  Jackdaw 

There  were  350  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent,  on  Aug.  9th  (dg). 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  flock  of  10  flying 
NE  on  Oct.  28th  and  two  flying  E  on  Nov.  2nd  (DABd,RFs).  There  have 
been  no  Inner  London  breeding  records  since  1969. 

284  Magpie 

Continues  to  increase  in  the  suburbs,  and  bred  in  Inner  London  for  the 
first  time. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  successfully 
in  the  Long  Water  sanctuary,  rearing  two  young  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Regents 
Park,  a  pair  with  one  well-fledged  juvenile  on  Aug.  3rd  (dimw). 

286  Jay 

At  Badgers  Mount,  Kent,  70  were  shot  on  a  “vermin”  shoot  on  Apr.  3rd 
(jgh,jmh).  Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  present  throughout  the  year  and  juveniles 
seen  in  July;  Ladbroke  Grove  area,  a  nest  being  built  on  May  1st  and  a 
juvenile  seen  later  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  three 
territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Also  seen  in  the  breeding  season  in  Brompton 
Cemetery,  St.  James’s  Park  and  Regents  Park. 

288  Great  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Regents  Park, 
recently  fledged  young  being  fed  by  parents  on  June  15th  (pb). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  52  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  at  least  three  pairs,  of  which  two  pairs  bred 
successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  11  territories 

(DABd,RFS,JPW). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  four,  including  two  juveniles,  on  June  25th 
(pjsn). 
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292  Marsh  Tit 

Breeds  regularly.  No  records  received  for  Inner  London. 

293  Willow  Tit 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from : 

E  The  only  report  received  was  that  at  Ongar  this  species  was  2\  times  more 
numerous  than  the  Marsh  Tit  (bmeu). 

H  Frogmore,  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Totteridge  and  Whippendell  Woods. 

M  Brent  Cross,  Brent  Res.,  Bridgefoot,  Greenford,  Highgate,  Hampstead 
Heath,  Mill  Hill,  Old  Slade,  Perivale  and  Scratch  Wood. 

B  Horton. 

K  Beckenham  Place  Park,  Joy  den's  Wood. 

S  Chessington,  Oxshott,  Prince’s  Coverts,  Riddlesdown,  Walton  Heath, 
Wey  Manor  Farm  and  Worplesdon. 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Increasing,  though  few  records  in  the  breeding  season  from  Middx.  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  five  on  Jan.  9th;  thereafter  at  least  two  for 
the  rest  of  the  year;  nesting  material  being  carried  on  Mar.  28th;  six  and 
seven  in  December  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  five  on 
Jan.  11th  and  seven  on  the  19th,  six  on  Feb.  4th,  all  in  Kensington  Gardens; 
resident  in  both  parks  from  Sept.  20th  until  the  end  of  the  year;  maximum 
seen  on  any  one  day  was  18  in  two  flocks  (DABd,RFS,jpw  et  a/.). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

Present  in  the  first  three  months  in  Herts.  In  the  autumn  an  irruption 
into  the  Area  began  in  mid-October.  All  records  including  movements 
identified  by  ringing  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  seven  on  Oct.  30th,  two  on  Nov.  20th  and  20  on  Dec.  5th  (kn). 
H  Rye  Meads,  up  to  five  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  20th ;  birds  ringed  in  November 
and  December  1970  were  retrapped  several  times  (rmrg).  A  ringed  bird 
seen  at  Broxbourne  in  January  was  probably  from  Rye  Meads  (dc). 
Maple  Cross  S.F.  a  male  and  two  females  from  Feb.  22nd  to  Mar.  21st; 
the  male  was  trapped  on  the  latter  date  and  had  been  ringed  at  Stodmarsh, 
Kent,  on  Sept.  10th,  1970;  two  on  Oct.  24th  and  at  least  eight  from  Oct. 
26th  to  Nov.  3rd;  one  of  these  trapped  on  Oct.  30th  had  been  ringed  at 
Minsmere,  Suffolk,  on  July  3rd,  1971  (dkc);  three  on  Dec.  12th  (krj). 
Stanborough,  a  female  from  Dec.  4th  to  19th  (am). 

M  Brent  Res.,  15+  on  Oct.  17th;  six  were  ringed  and  two  of  these  were 
controlled  at  Wimblington,  Cambs.,  on  Dec.  14th,  1971;  17  on  Oct.  20th, 
two  on  Nov.  20th  and  one  Dec.  25th  (lab,jhw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  seven 
on  Oct.  17th,  a  male  on  Oct.  20th  (mjg,ap). 

B  Old  Slade,  three  males  and  five  females  on  Nov.  17th  and  24th,  seven  on 
Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  7th  and  five  on  Dec.  28th  (ap). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  14th  and  20th  (djp,kwm).  Swanscombe,  up 
to  35  from  Nov.  5th  to  Dec.  28th  (htg,sjg,khp,lfw). 
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S  Beddington  S.F.,  seven  on  Oct.  23rd  (rgls). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  at  least  two  throughout  the  year;  one  pair 
bred  successfully  and  another  adult  present  up  to  mid-April  (epb).  Hyde 
Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  12th  (DABd). 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (epb).  Kensington  Gardens, 
seen  in  all  months  except  January;  probably  bred,  three  together  on  July 
1st  one  of  which  was  thought  to  have  been  a  juvenile  (DABd,RSH,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  one  on  Mar.  4th  and  25th  (pwb,ch). 

299  Wren 

Reports  from  four  localities  of  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  breeding 
pairs  compared  with  1970.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  five  singing  males,  but  only  one  juvenile 
seen  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  10  territories,  five 
less  than  in  1970  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories 
(DABd,RFS,JP\v).  Lincoln’s  Inn,  two  feeding  young  in  nest  on  building  on 
May  4th  (sc).  Imperial  Institute  Road,  South  Kensington,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (jhr). 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  a  pair  built  a  nest  but  no 
young  w'ere  seen  (pjsn). 

302  Fieldfare 

Flocks  of  up  to  450  frequent  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  early 
April.  Nineteen  flying  E  at  Northfleet  on  May  19th  (lfw)  were  the  last 
reported.  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  not  until  Oct.  24th  and  several 
observers  commented  that  they  were  scarce.  Most  of  the  largest  numbers 
reported  v/ere  of  passing  migrants,  including  400  moving  NW  at  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens  (DABd,RFS,jPw)  and  150  SW  at  Park  Langley 
(cc,mtf)  on  Nov.  10th,  and  500  SSW  at  Sevenoaks  on  Nov.  27th  (jc,jgh). 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  the  maximum  number 
of  singing  birds  being  seven  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  38  territories  (DABd,RFS,JPw).  Brompton  Cemetery,  young  being  fed 
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in  nest  on  June  28th  (pjsn).  Meckleburgh  Square,  W.C.I.,  a  pair  feeding 
two  young  on  Sept.  5th,  a  late  date  (sc). 

S  Battersea  Park,  an  adult  feeding  a  fledgling  on  June  25th  (pjsn). 

304  Redwing 

Flocks  of  up  to  200  in  January  and  February.  On  Mar.  6th  and  7th  800  at 
West  Ewell  (dcm)  and  on  Mar.  9th  700  at  Long  Ditton/Claygate  (sg). 
Most  had  depaned  by  mid-April  but  one  was  seen  at  Hampstead  Heath  on 
May  1st  (kes)  and  another  at  Old  Slade  up  to  May  21st  (ap).  One  at  Old 
Slade  again  on  July  7th  (ap).  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  on  Oct.  1st. 
Five  days  later  250  flying  S  at  Park  Langley  (cc)  was  the  largest  number 
of  migrants  reported.  At  Chislehurst  200  flew  W  on  the  24th  and  150  W  at 
Sevenoaks  on  the  31st. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Harlow,  a  male  on  Apr.  25th  (matr). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Apr.  6th  (jhw).  Highgate  Ponds, 
c.  20  on  Oct.  14th  (hcd). 

K  Petts  Wood,  a  female  on  Apr.  30th  (khp). 

S  Richmond  Park,  two  on  Apr.  7th  and  one  on  the  18th  (rdh,bam,phm). 
Tolworth,  a  male  on  Apr.  17th  (td). 

308  Blackbird 

Influxes  of  migrants  noted  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on 
Sept.  27th  (DABd)  and  at  Park  Langley  on  Oct.  5th  when  hundreds  were 
present  (cc).  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  common  (epb).  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  102  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 
Brompton  Cemetery,  recently  fledged  young  on  June  28th  (pjsn).  Single 
pairs  are  known  to  have  bred  successfully  at  Marloes  Road,  St.  Ervans 
Road  and  Kensington  Park  Road  in  Kensington  (EPB,pjsn)  and  no  doubt 
others  bred  unrecorded. 

S  Inner  London:  fledglings  seen  in  Battersea  Park  on  June  25th  and  Lambeth 
Palace  Gardens  on  May  13th  (pjsn).  One  pair  reared  at  least  two  broods 
in  a  nest  34  feet  from  the  ground  on  County  Hall  Westminster  (pjsn). 

311  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  29th  to  June  5th,  numbers  not  exceeding  five 
except  at  Dulwich  on  Apr.  18th  when  there  were  16  on  the  golf  course  and 
school  fields  (asnhs).  Autumn  passage  from  July  18th  to  Nov.  1st,  the 
maximum  11  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  27th  (ap). 

317  Stonechat 

Up  to  seven  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season.  Only  two  pairs  bred 
compared  with  five  in  1970.  Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 
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E  Rainham,  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season  and  young  seen  in  July  (kb). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (mjs).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Sept.  29th  and  Oct.  27th  (pjg). 

318  Whinchat 

Not  common  on  either  passage.  As  in  recent  years  bred  only  in  Essex. 

E  Hornchurch,  two  pairs  present;  one  family  party  seen  (rph).  Rainham, 
at  least  three  pairs  bred  (kn). 

320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  singing  males  at  High  Beach  on  May  18th  (bmeu),  and 
three  pairs  at  Long  Running  in  June  (jce).  Great  Parndon,  a  singing  male 
in  June  (tw).  Thorndon  Park,  four  singing  males  on  May  19th  (jts). 

H  Cowheath  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  18th  (pw).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
at  least  two  pairs  bred  (ehw,lkw).  Wormley  Wood,  one  singing  on  May 
31st  (tjj). 

M  Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 

K  Chart’s  Edge,  one  singing  on  May  9th  (jrt). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  pair  on  May  16th  (imn).  Barnes  Common,  a  female 
on  two  dates  in  June  (pjg).  Limpsfield  Chart,  c.  four  pairs  bred  (dac). 
Richmond  Park,  one  singing  on  three  dates  in  May  and  June  but  no 
female  seen  (bam,wri  et  a/.). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Only  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred.  Singing  males  at  at  least  six  other 
localities.  Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Stratford  railway  station,  one  singing  in  a  possible  nesting  area  on  Apr. 
30th  (acp). 

M  Tottenham  gas  works,  a  male  and  a  fully  fledged  juvenile  on  July  12th 
(prh,bsms).  No  records  received  for  the  City  area.  St.  Katherine’s  Dock, 
one  pair  bred  (drw). 

K  Thamesmead,  a  male  and  a  female  on  July  17th  (kwm,djp). 

S  Croydon,  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  the  cooling  towers  (kco);  one 
singing  at  the  Old  Town  Hall  on  June  23rd  (ma).  Inner  London:  Bankside 
power  station,  Southwark,  one  singing  on  May  14th  (jhw);  Surrey  Docks, 
at  least  two  singing  males  during  June  and  July,  and  at  least  one  female, 
but  no  proof  of  breeding  (pjg). 

322  Nightingale 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  27th  (pe).  Hainault,  three  on  May  8th,  probably 
bred  (kn).  Harlow,  one  on  May  2nd  (maei). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  four  singing  on  May  18th  (bn).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
five  singing  males,  three  broods  reported  (ehw). 

K  Stone,  one  on  May  15th  (htg,sjg).  Swanscombe,  a  migrant  on  Sept.  18th 
(lfw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  singing  on  May  16th  (imn).  Bookham  Common, 
up  to  four  singing  males  in  spring;  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully 
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(gb  et  al).  Near  Oxshott,  seven  on  May  14th  (jt).  Weatherhill,  one  pah- 
bred  (nl). 

325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  10-12  pairs  (epb).  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Bromp- 
ton  Cemetery,  two  pairs  and  two  other  singing  males  on  May  6th;  two, 
including  a  juvenile,  on  June  28th;  three  on  July  1 9th  (pjsn).  One  or  two 
throughout  the  year  in  St.  James's  Park  (jms). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  with  food  for  young  on  Apr.  16th 
(pjsn). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  five  localities  in  Essex,  eight  in  Herts., 
one  in  Bucks.,  four  in  Middx.,  seven  in  Kent  and  twelve  in  Surrey.  Breeding 
was  only  proved  at  three  localities  but  about  90  singing  males  were  heard. 
In  Inner  London  one  was  found  dead  with  a  broken  neck  in  the  forecourt 
of  Brittanic  House,  E.C.I.,  on  Sept.  22nd,  having  presumably  hit  the 
building  on  migration  the  previous  night  (fmI). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Just  outside  Inner  London,  one  pair  bred  and  another  singing  male  w?as 
present  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Surrey  (sK,pjsn).  One  controlled  at  Maple  Cross, 
Herts.,  on  May  5th  had  been  ringed  at  Wicken  Fen,  Cambs.,  on  May  16th, 
1970,  and  one  controlled  there  on  May  16th  had  been  ringed  as  a  juvenile 
at  Tring  Res.,  Herts.,  on  Aug.  21st,  1968  (dkc). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

Three  pairs  at  one  locality  in  Kent  but  breeding  not  proved. 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Little  information  on  breeding  received,  but  c.  50  pairs  bred  at  Rye  Meads 
(rmrg),  and  c.  23  pairs  in  the  Stocker’s  Lake/Springw-ell  G.P.  area  (dkc). 

9 

343  Blackcap 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Hornchurch,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  (ml). 

H  Chorleywood,  a  male  on  Nov.  30th  (dkc). 

M  Stanwell  Moor,  one  or  two  from  Jan.  28th  to  Feb.  18th  (gde.caw).  Staines, 
one  in  observers  garden  on  Dec.  25th  (Rwse).  Inner  London:  Holland 
Park,  three  singing  males  in  May  and  tw7o  in  June,  but  no  breeding  evidence 
obtained  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred 
compared  with  eight  territories  in  1970  (DABd,RFS,JPw),  Elsewhere  in 
Inner  London  only  singles  in  Brompton  Cemetery7  on  May  6th  (pjsn)  and 
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in  Regents  Park  on  Apr.  28th  and  Aug.  3rd  (ch,dimw). 

S  Weybridge,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (ghg). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

ehw  heard  far  fewer  than  usual  singing  in  Middx,  and  Herts. 

347  Whitethroat 

A  further  recovery  in  breeding  numbers  in  some  areas  counterbalanced 
by  a  reduction  in  others.  The  breeding  population  is  still  well  below  that 
of  1968.  In  Inner  London  at  Surrey  Docks  a  male  sang  until  the  end  of 
May  but  did  not  stay  to  breed  (pjg). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Probably  an  increase  in  the  breeding  population  compared  with  1970. 
Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at  four  localities  in  Essex,  six  in  Herts., 
ten  in  Middx.,  one  in  Rucks.,  four  in  Kent  and  thirteen  in  Surrey.  In  Inner 
London,  one  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Sept.  3rd  (bsms). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

ehw  reported  a  large  influx  from  Hampstead  to  St.  Albans  on  Apr.  16th 
and  17th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  male  sang  in  the  Long 
Water  sanctuary  from  May  3rd  to  26th  (DABd,RFS;jpw).  Many  passage 
birds  in  the  Inner  London  parks  as  usual. 

356  Chiffchaff 

In  Inner  London,  apart  from  passage  birds,  one  sang  in  Holland  Park 
from  Apr.  21st  to  June  22nd  (epb).  Records  outside  the  normal  period  of 
residence  are  given  below. 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  on  Mar.  9th  (neg).  Rye  Meads,  one  or  two  from  the 
beginning  in  the  year  until  arrival  of  migrants  (rmrg). 

R  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (ap). 

K  Ruxley,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  (fjh,pmw).  Abbey  Wood,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (kwm). 
S  Surbiton,  one  on  Jan.  11th  and  Mar.  10th  (crac).  Worcester  Park  Sewage 
Works,  one  on  Jan.  9th  and  23rd  (res). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Ten  pairs  known  to  have  bred,  and  probably  at  least  another  16  pairs  or 
singing  males  in  the  breeding  season,  mostly  in  Surrey. 

364  Goldcrest 

Several  observers  reported  a  good  breeding  season.  In  Inner  London  one 
or  two  in  Holland  Park  from  Feb.  14th  to  Nov.  28th  and  food  was  being 
carried  on  July  15th  (epb). 
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365  Firecrest 

E  Coopersale,  one  ringed  on  June  12th  (bmeu).  Latton  Park,  one  on  Apr.  11th 
(mah).  Upminster,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (rph). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  two  on  Apr.  18th  (ck,nk).  Sunbury-on-Thames,  one  on 
Jan.  27th  (gj-w).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (DABd,jpw). 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (jpw). 

K  Pett’s  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  30th  and  two  on  May  1st  (khp). 

S  Godstone,  two  on  Apr.  11th  (mp). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  three  pairs  bred  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  seven  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Regents 
Park,  recently  fledged  young  being  fed  by  parents  on  June  18th  (pb). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

One  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  May  1st  (hhor)  was  the  only  spring  record. 
The  autumn  passage  was  from  Aug.  17th  to  Sept.  27th,  usually  one  or  two, 
but  five  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on  Sept.  10th  (DABd,RFS,jpw) 
and  six  in  Epping  Forest  on  Sept.  18th  (dimw).  Records  from  three  other 
localities  on  the  latter  date. 

371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  resident  and  common  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  32  territories  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Rainham  in  Essex,  Highfield  Wood  in 
Herts.,  at  Harmonds worth,  London  Airport,  Poyle  and  Staines  Res.  in 
Middx.,  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  Kent  and  at  Banstead  Heath,  Headley 
Heath,  Richmond  Park,  Walton  Heath  and  Wimbledon  Common  in 
Surrey. 

Inner  London :  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  up  to  four  on  a  small 
overgrown  redevelopment  area  at  Rouel  Road,  Bermondsey,  and  up  to  five 
at  Surrey  Docks  (pjg).  Spring  passage  was  noted  at  Regents  Park  where 
there  were  six  on  Apr.  8th  (pwb)  and  at  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
where  a  N  passage  of  one  to  ten  was  almost  daily  between  Mar.  23rd  and 
Apr.  23rd,  but  a  peak  of  28  on  Apr.  8th.  In  autumn  there  was  an  almost 
daily  passage  of  small  numbers  at  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
between  Sept.  16th  and  Nov.  16th  (DABd,RFS,jpw),  and  at  Surrey  Docks 
feeding  flocks  were  attracted  by  the  large  expanse  of  overgrown  ground 
and  a  total  of  525  bird  days  was  recorded  on  25  visits  between  Sept.  14th 
and  Nov.  19th,  with  peaks  of  50  on  Sept.  21st,  Oct.  4th  and  Nov.  4th.  A 
few  stragglers  remained  until  the  end  of  the  year  (pjg). 
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376  Tree  Pipit 

Recorded  in  the  breeding  season  at  six  localities  in  Essex,  seven  in  Herts., 
four  in  Middx.,  two  in  Kent  and  15  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London  single 
migrants  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on  Apr.  28th,  May  4th 
and  Sept.  10th  (DABd), 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

As  usual  a  few  inland  records  of  one  or  two  outside  of  the  breeding  season, 
including  singles  on  Sept.  17th  and  Oct.  22nd  at  Surrey  Docks  in  Inner 
London  (pjg).  On  the  Thames  marshes,  the  maximum  was  40  at  Dartford 
Marsh  in  January  (drg). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

E  Rainham,  up  to  12,  Mar.  20th  to  25th;  two  on  Nov.  7th  and  one  from  Dec. 
28th  to  31st  (kn). 

H/M  Colne  and  Gade  valleys  from  West  Hyde  to  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  four 
from  January  to  April  4th;  up  to  five  on  several  dates  in  October  and 
December,  but  five  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  Oct.  24th  and  a  total  of  six 
ringed  there  in  the  autumn  (dkc  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (ap). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (djp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  six  in  January  increasing  to  17  by  Feb.  14th,  then 
12  to  18  up  to  Apr.  12th  but  none  after  Apr.  17th;  two  on  Oct.  16th  in¬ 
creasing  to  14  by  Nov.  13th  and  20  by  Nov.  28th,  numbers  remaining  at 
that  level  through  December  (kco  et  al.). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

In  Inner  London  one  or  two  seen  throughout  the  breeding  season  in  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (DABd).  Just 
outside  the  Inner  London  boundary  the  Hammersmith  Broadway  roost 
was  being  used  by  at  least  100  in  November  and  December  (DABd,AL). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Rainham,  singles  on  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  25th  (kn). 

H  Chorleywood,  one  on  Apr.  25th;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  4th 
(dkc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (wjd).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  12th 
and  1 8th  (kco).  Farleigh,  one  on  May  22nd  (kco). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

H  Cheshunt  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (rl).  Chorleywood,  one  pair  bred  (dkc). 
Smallford,  St.  Albans,  two  juveniles  on  June  26th  may  have  hatched 
locally  (rmb). 

M  East  Hendon,  one  pair  throughout  the  year  (ehw).  West  Drayton,  a  pair 
during  the  breeding  season  (ap). 
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K  Chart's  Edge,  a  pair  with  young  on  May  9th  (jrt).  Hawkwood,  a  pair 
raised  two  young  (kkp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  in  May  (kco).  Berrylands,  one  pair  bred  un¬ 
successfully  by  the  Hogsmill  River  (wri).  Cobham,  a  pair  bred  successfully 
at  the  second  attempt  (wri).  Fetcham,  one  pair  from  June  to  September 
(rg).  Great  Bookham,  a  pair  carrying  food  by  the  river  Mole  on  May  18th 
(gb).  Itchingwood  Common,  a  pair  on  May  12th  (ajh).  Leatherhead,  -two 
pairs  by  the  river  Mole  June  to  September  (rg).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  a  pair 
from  June  to  September  (rg).  Surbiton,  one  pair  bred  (wri).  Weybridge, 
one  pair  bred  (ghg). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Bred  North  of  the  Thames  in  the  Lea  and  Colne  valleys  and  at  Osterley 
Park.  South  of  the  Thames  bred  on  the  Thames  Marshes  and  at  Beddington 
S.F.  In  Inner  London  at  Surrey  Docks  seven  or  eight  pairs  held  territories 
in  June.  At  least  three  pairs  were  seen  carrying  food  for  young,  and  several 
juveniles  were  present  in  July  and  early  August  (pjg).  A  note  on  page  92 
comments  on  breeding  in  urban  waste  ground  habitats  near  the  River 
Thames. 

383  Waxwing 

Birds  remaining  from  the  1970  irruption  were  seen  up  to  Apr.  24th.  Records 
were  received  from  four  localities  in  Essex,  six  in  Herts.,  three  in  Middx., 
nine  in  Kent  and  eight  in  Surrey.  Parties  of  10  or  more  are  noted  below. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  only  record  was  of  one  at  West  Hyde  on  Dec.  4th. 
E  Harlow,  11  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  10th  (mat). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  up  to  at  least  22  during  February  (drm).  Cuffley,  10 
from  Jan.  1st  to  7th  had  been  present  from  Dec.  28th,  1970  (jj).  Goff’s 
Oak,  Cuffley,  19  on  Jan.  14th  (ar). 

M  West  Hyde,  one  on  Dec.  4th  (cr). 

K  Chislehurst,  10  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Feb.  6th  (fjh,kjp).  Foots  Cray  Woods, 
15  on  Feb.  13th  and  14th  (sjg).  Sidcup,  up  to  30  from  Apr.  12th  to  18th 
(drg). 

S  Warlingham,  10  on  Jan.  17th  (ajh). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

Commoner  than  for  many  years.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Chigwell,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (pe).  Harlow,  one  on  Oct.  24th  (tw).  Ongar 
Park  Wood,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (gtc-s).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Apr.  4th 

(JDC). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Feb.  20th  and  Mar.  1st  (mah,drm).  Hampermill, 
one  on  Oct.  27th  and  31st;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  31st  and  Nov. 
6th  was  trapped  and  ringed  (dkc).  St.  Albans,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (mjb). 

B  Iver,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (ap). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Nov.  11th  stayed  for  several  days  (drg).  Hawk- 
wood,  one  on  Mar.  21st  and  23rd  (jrt).  Hockenden,  Swanley,  two  on  Feb. 
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14th  (gfam).  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  from  Jan.  17th  to  early  February  and 
one  on  Apr.  18th.  (drg).  North  Cray,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (gfam).  Ruxley,  one 
on  Mar.  26th  (drg);  one  on  Dec.  26th  (sjg).  Sevenoaks,  one  from  Jan.  1st 
to  Mar.  9th,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (jgh,jmh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  11th  had  been  present  since 
Oct.  11th,  1970  (kco  et  al .),  Walton  Heath/Chussex  Plain/Banstead  Heath 
area,  one  from  Mar.  26th  to  Apr.  1st  (ckd,  PDy,RHBF  et  al.).  Walton  on  the 
Hill,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (wjd).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Jan.  10th, 
Mar.  28th  and  30th  (dg,rsh,jwl). 

386  Woodchat  Shrike 

K  Littlebrook,  Dartford,  one  on  May  5th  and  7th  (chd,if,rfi,pr). 

S  Fetcham  Downs,  one  on  July  10th  (AGC,JC,DP,MPk). 

Both  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

One  pair  in  the  breeding  season,  display  flight  seen  but  no  proof  of  breeding. 
Migrants  seen  at  Wey  Manor  Farm,  Surrey,  on  June  17th  (mgg)  and 
Brent  Res.,  Middx.,  on  Sept.  25th  and  26th  (lab,jhw). 

389  Starling 

The  largest  number  reported  was  c.  30,000  at  N.  Watford  flying  N  to  roost 
in  hrs.  on  Mar.  14th  (dkc).  The  main  autumn  passage  was  noted  from 
Oct.  20th  to  25th  and  Nov.  10th  to  12th,  the  largest  numbers  at  one  locality 
being  1,000  W  between  0740  hrs.  and  0748  hrs.  at  Earlsfield,  Surrey,  on 
Oct.  23rd  (pjsn).  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  but  not  as  common  as  it 
used  to  be  (epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  20  nests 
located  (DABd). 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  young  being  fed  in  nest  hole 
on  May  13th  (pjsn). 

390  Rose-coloured  Starling 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  an  adult  on  Aug.  11th  (kac).  Accepted  by 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

391  Hawfinch 

Bred  at  Harlow  in  Essex  (tw),  and  Chorleywood  and  the  Chess  Valley  in 
Herts,  (dkc)  who  states  it  is  abundant  in  the  area.  Reported  in  the  breeding 
season  from  Epping  Forest  and  Thorndon  Park  in  Essex,  Cowheath  Wood, 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Northaw  Great  Wood,  and  Rye  Meads  in  Herts., 
Joyden’s  Wood  in  Kent,  and  Chessington,  Claygate,  Titsey  and  Walton 
Heath  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London  one  flew  over  the  Round  Pond  in  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens  on  Oct.  15th  (DABd). 
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392  Greenfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  distribution  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  present  throughout  the  year  (epb).  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  30  pairs  (DABd,RFS,jpw).  Meckleburgh 
Square,  W.C.I.,  one  with  three  juveniles  on  June  26th  (sc). 

S  A  male  found  dying  at  Limpsfield  on  Apr.  11th  had  been  ringed  as  a  pullus 
at  Appleby,  Westmorland,  on  June  3rd,  1970  (lwc). 

393  Goldfinch 

The  roost  at  Warwick  Square,  S.W.l.  in  Inner  London  which  had  been 
used  for  the  five  previous  years  had  a  maximum  of  55  on  Mar.  26th  (jms). 
Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  seen  with  three 
juveniles  on  July  8th  had  probably  bred  just  outside  the  parks  (DABd,RFS, 
jpw).  Regents  Park,  at  least  four  juveniles  with  parents  on  Aug.  3rd  (dimw). 
Tower  of  London,  one  singing  on  June  6th  (rfs). 

S  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens,  three  singing  on  May  5th  and  two  on  the  14th 
(pjsn).  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (pjg). 

394  Siskin 

Widespread  and  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  largest  numbers 
were  in  the  Alder  plantation  at  Waltham  Abbey  referred  to  in  previous 
reports,  where  there  were  up  to  300  from  January  to  March  (tw).  The 
other  concentrations  which  exceeded  100  wrere  both  on  Jan.  1st,  120  at 
Harefield  Moor  (dkc)  and  200  at  Gatton  Park  (mk).  None  was  seen  after 
May  4th.  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  noted  on  Sept.  30th.  Although 
less  common  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  several  flocks  of  50  were 
noted  and  there  were  100  at  Addlestone  on  Dec.  24th  (co). 

395  Linnet 

In  Inner  London  bred  at  Surrey  Docks,  three  or  four  pairs  being  present 
during  the  summer  and  juveniles  were  seen  (pjg).  Noteworthy  concentrat¬ 
ions  were  1,500  at  Chorlevwood,  Herts.,  on  Jan.  16th  (dkc)  and  1,000 
roosting  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on  Jan.  31st  (kjh). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham,  eight  on  Feb.  28th  (jeh);  four  on  Nov.  28th  (kn). 

K  Swanscombe,  two  on  Dec.  24th  (sjg)  and  one  on  Dec.  28th  (lfw). 

397  Redpoll 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  four  localities  in  Essex,  nine  in 
Herts.,  five  in  Middx.,  one  in  Bucks.,  eight  in  Kent  and  14  in  Surrey. 

401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (DABd.). 

402  Scarlet  Rosefinch 

M  Kempton  Park,  a  female  from  Feb.  6th  to  28th  was  trapped  and  ringed 
(DGn,co,DP,iSR  et  a/.).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

404  Crossbill 

E  Harlow,  three  on  Apr.  17th  (vul).  Thorndon  Park,  three  on  Nov.  20th 
(rbw). 

H  Broxbourne,  one  at  Broad  Riding  Wood  on  June  12th  (bsms). 

K  Park  Langley,  five  on  Nov.  28th  (cc,mtf). 

S  Esher  Common,  a  female  on  June  6th  (sg). 

407  Chaffinch 

Autumn  passage  was  noted  mainly  in  October,  but  the  numbers  were  only 
moderate.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  three  pairs,  juveniles  seen  in  early  July 
(epb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  20  territories  (DABd,RFS, 
jpw). 

408  Brambling 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  reported  up  to  Apr.  17th.  First  arrivals  in  the 
autumn  noted  on  Oct.  10th.  Scarcer  than  in  recent  years.  Apart  from  the 
flocks  noted  below,  numbers  did  not  exceed  six  at  any  locality.  A  ringing 
recovery  is  given  under  Herts. 

E  Epping  Forest,  maximum  60  on  Jan.  11th  (bmeu). 

H  Chorleywood,  50  on  Feb.  27th  and  Mar.  23rd  (dkc).  One  ringed  at  Maple 
Cross  on  Oct.  30th  was  found  dead  six  days  later  in  Gloucestershire  (dkc). 
K  Downe,  40  on  Mar.  30th,  200  Apr.  2nd  to  4th,  50  Apr.  5th  to  7th  (pmw). 
Green  Street  Green,  50  on  Mar.  6th  (pmw).  Hosey  Common,  50  on  Mar. 
28th  (khp).  Pratt’s  Bottom,  50  on  Apr.  4th  (pmw). 

S  Leatherhead,  30  on  Jan.  8th  (rg). 

409  Yellowhammer 

At  Rye  Meads,  roosting  birds  numbered  up  to  1 50  in  January  and  February 
and  200  on  Dec.  11th  (rmrg).  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  flocks  reaching 
a  maximum  of  100  on  Jan.  31st  at  Beddington  S.F.  were  unusual  for  this 
locality  (kco).  One  in  Hyde  Park  on  Mar.  23rd  was  the  only  Inner  London 
record  (DABd). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  status  similar  to  1970.  Outside  of  the  breeding  season  in 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  numbers  reached  40  at  Chorleywood  and 
Rye  Meads  in  Herts.,  Queen  Mary  Res.  in  Middx.,  and  Beddington  S.F. 
in  Surrey,  and  there  were  80  at  Hamm  Moor  S.P.,  Weybridge,  Surrey,  on 
Jan.  31st  (dkc,rmrg,kjh,kco,jgt). 
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421  Reed  Bunting 

Between  Jan.  11th  and  Mar.  31st  22  were  ringed  in  a  small  garden  at 
Potters  Bar  (jpw).  There  were  300  at  a  roost  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct.  2nd 
(rmrg).  Most  Inner  London  records  were  from  the  Surrey  Docks  and 
included  two  singing  males  for  a  week  at  the  end  of  April  in  a  suitable 
breeding  habitat  which  apparently  failed  to  attract  mates  and  were  not  seen 
subsequently  (pjg).  In  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  singles  on  Mar. 
5th  and  Oct.  22nd  and  two  on  Oct.  23rd  (DABd). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  5th  (sK,pjsn). 

424  House  Sparrow 

Six  thousand  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent,  in  October  (drg). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

The  largest  concentrations  reported  were  1,500  at  Roydon,  Essex,  sharing 
a  roost  with  Starlings  on  Feb.  13th  (mah)  and  2,750  at  Chorleywood, 
Herts.,  on  Jan.  5th  (dkc). 

Additions  and  Corrections  to  The  London  Bird 
Report  for  1970 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

M  Hampton  Water  Works  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  31st  (gcg). 

28  Cormorant 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  to  12  flying  over  NE  on  25  dates,  presumably 
a  roosting/feeding  movement  between  the  West  London  reservoirs  to  the 
Lea  Valley  (jpw  et  a!.). 

47  Garganey 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  three  on  Mar.  25th  (mah). 

53  Shoveler 

M  Inner  London : ^Correction.  The  February  records  were  on  the  Longwater, 
Kensington  Gardens,  not  Hyde  Park  as  stated. 

91  Buzzard 

H  Prae  Woods,  St.  Albans,  one  flew  W  on  May  5th  (met). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

S  Esher  Common,  one  on  May  31st  (pjo). 

94  Goshawk 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Jan.  25th  was  seen  both  perched  and  in  flight 
and  satisfactory  details  have  been  received  (jf). 

104  Hobby 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (igj). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  on  May  31st  (pjo). 

117  Quail 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (jf). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  24th,  one  on  June  21st  (drg). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

M  The  pair  at  Wraysbury  Res.  bred  successfully,  two  chicks  being  seen  on 
July  11th  (igj). 
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140  Golden  Plover 

H  Chorleywood,  three  W  on  Mar,  15th  (dkc).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  four  on  Dec, 
26th  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  c.  four  SW  on  Oct.  3rd  (rmrg).  Stanborough  to 
Lemsford,  c.  30  on  Dec.  6th  (gcg). 

151  Whimbrel 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  flying  over  on  July  18th  (rl). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  July  23rd  to  Aug.  4th  (dkc).  Old  Parkbury  G.P., 
one  on  Aug.  7th  (dkc). 

241  Barn  Owl 

H  St.  Michaels,  St.  Albans,  one  on  Mar.  25th  (rmb,mh).  Hatfield,  one  pair 
bred — young  heard  (tk). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

H  Smallford  G.P.,  St.  Albans,  one  on  May  3rd  (mjb). 

272  Skylark 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  exceptionally  large 
feeding  flocks  for  Inner  London  with  80  on  Mar.  5th  and  130  on  6th  during 
cold  weather  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  female  on  Dec.  28th  (mah  et  al.).  Stanborough  Reed 
Marsh,  a  pair  on  Dec.  28th  (pw). 

302  Fieldfare 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  371  in  feeding  flocks 
on  Mar.  6th  during  cold  weather  (DABd,RFs,jpw). 

304  Redwing 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  317  in  feeding  flocks 
on  Mar.  6th  during  cold  weather  (DABd,RFS,jpw). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Correction.  The  note  ‘Yellow  Wagtails  breeding  in  Inner  London’  (L.B.R. : 
35:92)  overlooked  a  past  record  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Parks  Committee  for  1939/47  which  states  that  in  Regents  Park  the  species 
‘bred  for  four  years  on  the  present  cricket  pitches’  when  they  were  over¬ 
grown. 

383  Waxwing 

H  Radlett,  two  on  Oct.  24th  (ajp  per  des). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Keysers  Estate,  Broxbourne,  one  on  Feb.  10th  (hpm). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (igj). 

397  Redpoll 

M  Correction.  The  observer  for  the  1970  breeding  season  records  in  Osterley 
Park  was  opr  not  gcg. 


Addition  to  The  London  Bird 
Report  for  1952 

278  Golden  Oriole 

B  Iver,  one  on  May  25th  (jer). 
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The  recovery  of  the  Kingfisher  in  London 
after  the  1962/63  hard  winter 


B.  S.  Meadows 


INTRODUCTION 

An  important  factor  determining  the  numbers  of  Kingfishers  breeding  in  any 
year  is  the  severity  of  the  previous  winter.  The  last  severe  ones  were  in  1961/62 
and  1962/63,  and  since  then  there  has  been  a  run  of  nine  relatively  mild  winters. 
The  1962/63  winter  was  the  coldest  recorded  in  central  and  southern  England 
since  1740  and  possibly  the  snowiest  for  150  years.  Rivers  and  lakes  almost 
everywhere  were  frozen  over  and  the  River  Thames  was  partly  frozen  even  in 
Central  London  for  three  w'eeks  in  January.  In  addition  freezing  fog  often 
covered  trees  with  layers  of  ice  and  on  the  coast  many  beaches  were  frozen  up 
well  below  the  high  tide  mark  and  sheltered  bays  w'ere  frequently  frozen  solid. 
Numbers  of  breeding  Kingfishers  were  reduced  to  about  5%  of  the  normal 
population  in  England  and  Wales  after  that  winter;  in  many  areas  there  were 
reports  of  total  extermination  (Dobinson  and  Richards  1964.)  With  the  run  of 
successive  mild  winters,  however,  the  numbers  of  Kingfishers  have  recovered 
but  the  rate  of  recovery  to  the  pre-1962/63  level  has  varied  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  (Meadows  1972).  The  time  range  in  different  catchment  areas  has 
been  from  three  to  nine  years  suggesting  differences  in  breeding  success  or  adult 
mortality,  or  both.  This  paper  analyses  the  rate  of  recovery'  of  Kingfishers  in  the 
London  Natural  History  Society  Area,  a  20  mile  radius  from  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 


Methods  and  Results 

The  data  used  in  this  analysis  have  been  obtained  from  records  submitted  to  the 
L.N.H.S.  Ornithological  Section,  mainly  for  the  years  1963  to  1971  inclusive. 
Throughout  this  period  the  Kingfisher  ha  s  been  sufficiently  uncommon  to  be 
considered  worth  recording  and  because  of  the  limited  size  of  the  study  area  and 
the  large  number  of  contributors  of  records  (about  300  annually)  consistent 
statistics  are  available  on  the  number  of  summering  adults  in  the  London  Area 
for  each  year  (Table  1). 


Discussion 

Records  show'  that  the  Kingfisher  w'as  virtually  exterminated  as  a  breeding  bird 
in  the  L.N.H.S.  Area  following  the  severe  winter  of  1962/63,  and  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  two  adults  seen  during  the  1963  breeding  season  were  actually 
nesting.  In  1964,  however,  no  less  than  20  adults  w'ere  present.  Recruitment  of 
this  new  breeding  population  must  have  been  due  to  immigration  from  outside 
the  Area.  The  fact  that  Kingfishers  started  to  recolonize  the  Area  so  quickly 
and  during  a  period  when  it  is  known  that  for  at  least  a  radius  of  60  miles  from 
the  City  of  London  there  w’ere  no  areas  where  the  population  had  recovered  to  a 
level  where  density-dependant  dispersal  could  be  operating  raises  an  interesting 
problem.  Kingfishers  normally  nest  close  to  their  natal  area  and  ringing  has 
shown  that  72  %  of  all  British  Kingfishers  have  been  recovered  within  a  radius 
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Table  1.  The  numbers  of  adult  Kingfishers  recorded  in  the  London  Area  during 


April-June*,  1963-1971 

Year 

River  Thames  and 

South  of  the  Thames 

North  of  the 
Thames 

Total 

1963 

2 

0 

2 

1964 

10 

10 

20 

1965 

26 

6 

32 

1966 

17 

6 

23 

1967 

30 

7 

37 

1968 

29 

19 

48 

1969 

16 

29 

45 

1970 

26 

24 

50 

1971 

23** 

39 

62 

*  This  is  the  main  breeding  season. 

** River  Thames  population  taken  as  six  pairs. 

of  10  miles  and  60%  had  moved  only  five  miles  (Mead  1968).  However,  the 
remaining  28%  had  been  more  mobile  and  at  least  5%  ranged  from  50  to  100 
miles.  There  was  no  preferred  direction  and  movements  were  apparently  random. 
The  importance  of  these  two  components  in  a  population  is  clearly  an  advantage 
since  the  instability  of  the  flow  regime  of  rivers  makes  them  difficult  habitats 
and  the  formation  of  a  mobile  component  and  its  retention  by  natural  selection 
could  explain  the  rapid  recolonization  following  catastrophic  conditions  such  as 
caused  by  severe  floods,  droughts  or  cold  winters.  In  the  London  Area  the 
existence  of  the  mobile  component  within  the  Kingfisher  population  seems  to 
have  enabled  the  Area  to  be  rapidly  recolonized,  particularly  if  the  mobile  birds 
showed  low  homing  instinct  to  their  natal  area  or  previous  breeding  territories 
and  the  proportion  of  mobile  to  sedentary  birds  was  independent  of  population 
density. 

In  1964  all  summering  Kingfishers  were  randomly  distributed  between  the 
streams  flowing  north  and  south  to  the  River  Thames.  Only  later  did  they 
become  grouped  and  this  was  due  to  much  higher  densities  of  breeding  birds  in 
Kent  and  Surrey  than  in  the  north,  presumably  due  to  young  settling  near  then- 
natal  areas  or  older  birds  avoiding  streams  in  the  north.  The  latter  seems  less 
likely.  In  1965,  1966  and  1967  the  number  of  breeding  adults  on  the  Rivers 
Thames,  Wey,  Mole  and  Darenth  was  significantly  higher  than  the  combined 
total  of  all  other  streams  in  the  London  Area.  However,  the  population  in  the 
south  of  the  Area  soon  reached  a  level  where  further  increase  seems  to  have 
been  prevented  by  density-dependent  mortality.  On  the  River  Thames  for 
example  there  was  a  stable  population  of  six  or  seven  pairs  between  Egham  and 
Teddington  between  1968  and  1970  inclusive.  North  of  the  Thames  the  popu¬ 
lation  does  not  seem  to  have  reached  a  density-dependent  level  until  1971.  Rye 
Meads  Ringing  Group  have  been  operating  a  ringing  station  at  Rye  Meads 
Sewage  Works,  17  miles  north  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  and  have  trapped  juvenile 
Kingfishers  each  autumn.  The  birds  were  trapped  in  mist-nets  sited  randomly  in 
the  area  of  the  sewage  works  and  nearby  watercourses  (B.  S.  Nau  in  litt.)  and  the 
results  are  shown  in  Fig.  1 .  A  theoretical  growth  curve  (representing  four  young 
per  pair  and  an  annual  mortality  of  50%  with  a  start  of  three  pairs  in  1963), 
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when  plotted  alongside  the  ringing  totals  also  indicates  that  there  were  no 
marked  annual  fluctuations  in  the  recruitment  rate  throughout  the  period  of 
recovery.  In  1971,  when  34  birds  were  trapped  (not  shown  on  Fig.  1)  there  was  a 
halt  in  the  annual  rise  and  density-dependent  mortality  was  probably  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  catchment  area  by  this  time.  The  precise  mechanism  whereby  popu¬ 
lation  growth  is  regulated  at  a  certain  density  is  not  known.  As  mentioned  earlier, 
despite  considerable  variations  in  summer  rainfall  during  the  period  of  recovery7, 
the  annual  fluctuations  in  breeding  success  were  small  suggesting  that  Kingfishers 
are  able  to  alternate  between  feeding  stations  depending  on  water  height.  The 
necessity  to  have  a  range  of  feeding  stations  within  a  territory  is  probably  why 
territory  size  and  the  number  of  pairs  per  unit  area  has  remained  constant  on  the 
River  Thames  since  1968.  Most  adult  mortality  occurs  during  January7  and 
February,  which  is  a  time  of  rising  water  levels  that  makes  the  main  rivers  turbid 
and  fishing  difficult  and  also  when  there  is  a  sharp  drop  in  the  density  of  young 
fish  (Matthews  1971);  there  is  also  a  second  peak  of  mortality  in  April  when 


Fig.  1 .  Number  of  Kingfishers  ringed  at  Rye  Meads,  Hertfordshire  1963-1970 
X  =  Number  of  birds  ringed.  O  —  Theoretical  growth  curve  (for 
explanation  see  text).  Vertical  axis — number  of  birds;  Horizontal 
axis — year. 

much  territorial  aggression  occurs  and  many  probably  die  due  to  stress.  At  both 
times  density-dependent  mortality  would  seem  likely  to  come  into  operation. 

Stream  pollution  is  an  obvious  factor  which  could  have  an  effect  on  Kingfisher 
numbers  and  could  be  responsible  for  the  slow  recovery  rate  on  streams  in  the 
north  of  the  Area.  The  Department  of  the  Environment  (1971)  has  published 
the  results  of  a  chemical  and  biological  survey  of  all  the  rivers  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  rivers  have  been  grouped  into  four  classes  and  a  summary  of  the 
classification  is  as  follows: 

Class  1.  Rivers  which  are  well-oxygenated  and  have  no  significant  discharges 
of  toxic  materials  or  suspended  matter  which  affect  the  river  bed.  Diverse 
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invertebrate  fauna  including  a  high  percentage  of  Plecoptera,  Ephemeroptera, 
Trichoptera  and  Amphipoda.  Salmonid  fish  where  purely  ecological  factors 
favour  these  fish  otherwise  good  mixed  coarse  fisheries  including  a  variety  of 
species. 

Class  2.  Rivers  which  have  a  substantially  reduced  dissolved  oxygen  content 
at  normal  dry  weather  summer  flows.  Varied  fish  and  invertebrate  populations 
but  Plecoptera  and  Emphemeroptera  restricted  and  salmonids  may  be  present 
but  rarely  dominant. 

Class  3.  Rivers  which  have  a  dissolved  oxygen  saturation  for  considerable 
periods  below  50%  and  containing  substances  which  are  actively  toxic  at  times 
or  have  received  discharges  of  solids  in  suspension  which  have  affected  the  river 
bed.  Diversity  of  invertebrates  reduced  and  dominant  macro-invertebrate  is  often 
Asellus  sp..  Emphemeroptera  and  Plecoptera  relatively  rare.  Fish  population, 
restricted  in  species. 

Class  4.  Rivers  which  are  capable  of  being  completely  de-oxygenated  at  any 
time.  Invertebrates  restricted  to  tolerant  oligochaetes  and  chironomids  and  no 
permanent  fish  population. 

When  the  main  rivers,  which  are  being  used  by  London’s  breeding  Kingfishers, 
are  classified  using  this  system  it  is  apparent  that  there  is  a  higher  percentage  of 
clean  rivers  in  the  south.  The  statistics  are  given  in  Table  2. 

Inspection  of  the  localities  where  Kingfishers  have  nested  in  the  London  Area 
during  the  period  1963-1971  shows  that  apart  from  one  territory  on  the  River  Lea 
within  five  miles  of  the  City  and  five  territories  just  within  the  10-mile  radius  all 


Table  2.  The  condition  of  rivers  used  by  breeding  Kingfishers  in  the  London 

Area  (classification — see  text) 


River  System 

No.  of  stream 
miles 

1 

North 

Lea 

25 

15 

Colne 

25 

20 

Roding 

15 

5 

Tributaries 

70 

15 

135 

55 

South 


Thames  U/S  Teddington 

25 

25 

Darenth 

20 

20 

Mole 

20 

15 

Wey 

5 

5 

Tributaries 

35 

25 

105 

90 

Class 
2  3 


5 

5 

5 

30 


0 

0 

5 

15 


45 


20 


0  0 

0  0 

5  0 

0  0 

10  0 


4 


5 

0 

0 

10 


10 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


15 


0 


0 
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the  30  or  so  pairs  now  nesting  annually  do  so  on  streams  situated  between  ten 
and  twenty  miles  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Since  breeding  success  in  the  London 
Area  does  seem  to  be  poor  it  would  be  of  interest  to  look  for  evidence  that  the 
population  has  declined  or  is  declining.  The  record  cards  of  the  L.N.H.S.  show 
that  during  the  first  thirty-five  years  of  the  century  most  rivers  within  a  10-mile 
radius  of  the  City  supported  breeding  Kingfishers.  (Table  3).  The  classification 
of  these  rivers  is  given  in  Table  4;  they  are  now  all  polluted  and  they  have  de¬ 
teriorated  since  1930  (Department  of  Scientific  &  Industrial  Research,  1964). 
Confirmative  evidence  that  the  Kingfisher  was  a  more  abundant  species  in  Inner 
London  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  is  available  if  a  comparison  is  made  of 
the  frequency  of  visits  to  the  Round  Pond  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  the  Long 


Table  3.  Streams  within  a  10  mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  and  the  presence 

or  absence  of  breeding  Kingfishers  (+  =  bred) 


Beverley  Brook 

River  Wandle  . 

River  Pool  . 

River  Ravensbourne  . 

River  Brent  . 

Moselle  Brook . 

Pymmes  Brook 
River  Lea 

Ching  Brook  . 

Salmons  Brook 
River  Roding 
Fleet  (Highgate  Ponds) 


1900-1935  1936-71 


+  — 

+  + 

+  + 


+ 


Table  4.  The  condition  of  streams  within  a  10  mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral 

(classification — see  text) 

No.  of  stream  Class 

miles  12  3  4 


Beverley  Brook  8 

River  Wandle  10 

River  Pool  3 

River  Ravensbourne  10 

River  Brent  10 

Moselle  Brook  2 

Pymmes  Brook  8 

Salmons  Brook  6 

River  Lea  1 0 

Ching  Brook  5 

River  Roding  13 


0  0  0  8 

0  2  0  8 

0  3  0  0 

0  9  10 

0  10  0  0 

0  0  0  2 

0  6  0  2 

0  5  0  1 

5  0  0  5 

2  3  0  0 

0  5  7  3 

7  43  8 


85 
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Water  in  Hyde  Park  during  the  period  1900  to  1970.  This  shows  that  between 
1935  and  1970  Kingfishers  occurred  in  only  three  years,  namely  1948,  1949  and 
1951,  but  during  the  period  1900-1934  the  species  occurred  almost  annually 
until  1921.  Since  the  majority  of  Kingfishers  stay  within  a  five  mile  radius  of  their 
nesting  sites  the  majority  of  these  were  probably  birds  which  had  bred  on  the 
streams  within  ten  miles  of  the  City. 

Summary 

(1)  Following  the  severe  winter  of  1962/63  the  Kingfisher  was  exterminated  as 
a  breeding  bird  in  the  London  Area.  Between  1963  and  1971  the  Area  was  re¬ 
colonized  and  by  1971  about  30  pairs  were  again  nesting  along  streams  in  the 
Area. 

(2)  In  1964  Kingfishers  had  already  commenced  recolonizing  the  Area  from 
outside  despite  the  fact  that  for  a  radius  of  60  miles  Kingfishers  were  still  low  in 
numbers.  The  existence  of  a  mobile  component  within  the  British  Kingfisher 
population  is  discussed. 

(3)  Initially  Kingfisher  populations  were  evenly  distributed  on  the  streams  flow¬ 
ing  north  into  the  River  Thames  and  on  the  Thames  and  between  those  flowing 
south.  The  recovery  to  normal  numbers  was  significantly  slower  on  the  southerly 
flowing  streams.  In  the  north  of  the  Area  although  the  recovery  rate  was  slow 
annual  fluctuations  in  the  recruitment  rate  were  not  marked. 

(4)  Evidence  of  density-dependent  mortality  was  apparent  on  the  River  Thames 
by  1968  but  in  the  north  of  the  Area  a  fall  in  the  growth  rate  was  not  seen  until 
1971. 

(5)  The  southerly  flowing  rivers  (Colne,  Lea,  Roding  and  their  tributaries)  con¬ 
tained  more  heavily  polluted  sections  than  those  flowing  north  (Wey,  Mole  and 
Darenth  and  Thames  upstream  of  Teddington).  Increased  pollution  is  probably  a 
principal  factor  for  the  complete  absence  of  Kingfishers  from  several  streams 
within  the  inner  radius  of  the  Area. 
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Birds  of  Cassiobury  Park,  the  West  Hert¬ 
fordshire  Golf  Course  and  Whippendell 
Woods,  Watford 

J.  D.  Mag  ee 

INTRODUCTION 

This  paper  collates  the  information  contained  in  three  previous  papers  (Magee 
1958,  1961  and  1970)  and  more  recent  records  have  been  added  so  that  the 
status  of  birdlife  in  the  area  between  1909  and  1970  is  summarised. 

STUDY  AREA 

The  accompanying  map  (fig.  1)  shows  the  area  and  the  main  sites  mentioned  in 
this  paper.  The  north  side  is  bounded  by  Grove  Mill  Lane  and  more  woodland; 
the  west  side  by  Rousebarn  Lane;  the  east  side  partly  by  playing  fields  and 
Parkside  Drive  and  to  the  south  by  three  roads,  Rickmansworth  Road,  Cassio¬ 
bury  Park  Avenue  and  Gade  Avenue.  A  flooded  gravel  pit  in  the  extreme  south 
west  corner  of  the  area  is  also  included  as  Rousebarn  Lane  passes  alongside  it 
and  the  birds  seen  there  certainly  cross  the  area  boundary  in  flight. 

Cassiobury  Park  consists  of  190  acres  of  typical  parkland  with  the  usual 
amenities  for  sport.  Consequently  a  large  part  of  it  consists  of  grass  which  is 
kept  short  by  regular  mowing.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  Cedars  the  majority 
of  trees  are  deciduous  with  perhaps  a  predominance  of  Sycamore,  Ash  and 
Chestnut,  whilst  in  the  woods  between  the  open  parkland  and  the  River  Gade 
there  is  a  considerable  number  of  Alders  and  Ash. 

Dividing  the  Park  from  the  West  Herts.  Golf  Course  are  the  River  Gade  and  the 
Grand  Union  Canal.  The  golf  course  is  261  acres  and  is  on  higher  ground  than 
the  Park,  rising  up  from  the  canal  on  one  side  and  dropping  away  to  Whippendell 
Woods  on  the  other.  The  area  is  typical  of  the  usual  type  of  golf  course  terrain. 
Again  the  trees  are  deciduous,  the  majority  being  Elm  and  Sweet  Chestnut  with 
the  exception  of  a  fine  avenue  of  Limes. 

Whippendell  Woods  consists  of  161  acres  mainly  stocked  with  Oak,  Beech  and 
Ash  with  some  excellent  Larch  and  Norway  Spruce.  There  is  now  an  extensive 
area  of  Silver  Birch  growing  in  long  grass,  together  with  thorn  and  mixed 
undergrowth  in  the  extreme  west  of  the  woods.  During  the  1939-1945  war  a 
large  number  of  specimen  trees  were  removed  for  war  purposes  and  this  to  some 
extent  changed  the  character  of  the  woods  in  that  there  were  more  Ash  and  Silver 
Birch.  However  during  1960  to  1968  some  40  acres  were  cleared  and  replanted 
with  Beech  and  conifers. 

The  bird  life  of  the  whole  area  is  typical  of  the  parks  and  woodlands  of  much 
of  southern  England.  Unfortunately,  until  the  last  five  years,  the  area  had  been 
neglected  by  local  ornithologists  but  this  was  perhaps  attributable  to  the  absence 
of  rarities.  Therefore  I  would  mention  at  this  stage  that  the  information  and 
comments  on  the  different  species  are  based  on  my  own  observations  over  a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years  with  the  assistance  of  unpublished  material  from 
personal  friends  and  casual  observers,  and  the  annual  reports  of  the  London 
and  Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Societies. 
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Certain  changes  have  occurred  during  the  period  under  review  which  have  had 
a  considerable  effect  on  the  bird  life  of  the  area.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
when  the  Watford  Corporation  first  purchased  the  land,  most  of  the  area  was 
part  of  a  large  estate  belonging  to  Lord  Essex  and  was  controlled  by  gamekeepers. 
As  various  sections  were  purchased,  this  ceased  but  the  effect  of  the  keepered 
areas  on  the  bird  life  remained  long  after.  This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  decline 
only  within  the  past  twenty  years  of  game  birds  and  the  increase  in  predatory 
species. 

During  the  early  years  covered  by  this  paper  the  area  posessed  a  few  buildings 
which  provided  suitable  nesting  sites  for  a  number  of  species  such  as  Bam  Owl 
and  Swift.  These  buildings  fell  into  decay  and  were  subsequently  demolished. 
For  example  the  old  mansion  house  of  the  Essex  family  and  Sparrow  Pot  Lodge 
provided  suitable  nest  sites  for  House  Sparrows,  Starlings  and  Tits.  Another 
feature  which  has  had  a  considerable  effect  on  the  breeding  population  was  that 
in  1938  the  practice  of  allowing  the  grass  in  the  open  spaces  to  grow  for  hay 
crop  ceased  and  regular  mowing  became  the  order  of  the  day.  This  meant  that 
the  nests  of  birds  such  as  the  Skylark  no  longer  had  a  chance  of  survival,  and 
today  this  species  is  confined  to  a  few  places  on  the  golf  course.  The  record 
in  1930  of  the  Corncrake  illustrates  the  change  that  has  been  brought  about  as 
today  this  species  is  unlikely  to  be  recorded  within  the  area. 

Another  interesting  feature  which  for  a  time  affected  the  area  was  the  closure 
in  1953  of  the  Watford  Sewage  Farm,  for  so  long  a  Mecca  for  local  ornithologists. 
After  that  date  the  number  of  Green  Sandpipers  wintering  on  the  watercress 
beds  in  the  park  slowly  increased,  but  with  the  gradual  decline  of  the  commercial 
use  of  some  of  the  beds  numbers  have  again  dropped. 


SYSTEMATIC  LIST 

% 

For  convenience  the  area  is  treated  as  a  whole  in  the  summaries  which  follow, 
and  I  have  endeavoured  to  classify  each  species  into  one  of  the  following 
categories : 


1.  Resident  (R):  Remains  in  the  area  for  most  of  the  year  and  if 

not  proven  to  breed  is  strongly  suspected  of 
doing  so. 

2.  Summer  Visitor  (SV) :  Arrives  in  spring,  breeds  or  is  strongly  suspected 

of  doing  so,  before  departing  in  late  summer 
or  autumn. 

3.  Winter  Visitor  (WV):  Arrives  during  autumn  or  later  and  spends  a 

considerable  time  in  the  area  before  departure 
at  the  latest  in  the  following  spring. 

4.  Passage  Migrant  (PM) :  These  may  be  seen  for  a  short  time  in  the  spring 

or  autumn  but  do  not  remain  to  breed  or  winter 
in  the  area. 

5.  Occasional  Visitor  (OV):  Recorded  on  only  a  few  occasions. 

1  have  classified  each  species  under  the  category  which  describes  its  status 
during  the  past  five  years.  For  example,  although  the  Nightingale  and  Barn 
Owl  formerly  bred  they  are  now'  shown  as  occasional  visitors.  Of  the  126 
species  recorded,  49  are  classified  as  residents,  14  as  summer  visitors,  19  as  w  inter 
visitors,  five  as  passage  migrants  and  39  as  occasional  visitors. 
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Great  Crested  Grebe  (OV):  Very  occasional  on  the  gravel  pit  by  Rousebarn 
Lane  prior  to  1939-1945  war,  but  in  1945  a  pair  bred  and  reared  young. 
Fishing  in  the  gravel  pit  at  that  time  was  almost  non-existent. 

Slavonian  Grebe  (OV):  One  on  the  canal  on  Jan.  1st,  1965. 

Little  Grebe  (R):  Formerly  bred  on  the  gravel  pit  and  on  R.  Gade  in  1968 
(probably  unsuccessfully).  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  when  a  pair  is  usual 
between  early  December  to  the  end  of  March  either  on  R.  Gade  or  on  the 
canal. 

Cormorant  (OV):  One  on  R.  Gade  on  Jan.  30th,  1963. 

Grey  Heron  (WV):  A  regular  visitor  to  the  R.  Gade  valley  where  singles  may 
be  seen  in  most  years.  A  pair  bred  successfully  in  Whippendell  Woods, 
raising  3  young,  in  1960.  Up  to  10  roost  in  the  same  area  during  the  winter. 

Night  Heron  (OV) :  One  on  Apr.  24th,  1936  at  the  Gade  entrance  to  the  park. 
Almost  certainly  one  of  four  birds  released  nine  days  previously  from  Regents 
Park  Zoo. 

Bittern  (OV):  One  on  the  watercress  beds  in  Cassiobury  Park  from  Jan.  19th 
to  22nd,  1963  was  found  dead  a  week  later.  One  on  Oct.  30th,  1967  on  the 
nature  reserve  was  still  present  on  Feb.  16th,  1968. 

Mallard  (R):  Present  at  all  times  of  the  year,  with  at  least  one  or  two  pairs 
breeding  regularly  on  rough  ground  near  R.  Gade  since  1965.  Previously 
the  only  record  of  proved  breeding  was  during  the  later  years  of  1 939-45  war, 
and  in  1958  a  pair  possibly  bred. 

Teal  (WV):  During  the  past  few  years  up  to  10  recorded  in  most  winters  in 
cold  weather  on  the  nature  reserve.  Previous  records  on  Jan.  5th,  1937  and 
Mar.  31st,  1940. 

Wigeon  (OV):  A  pair  flew  over  the  canal  on  Jan.  5th,  1937  during  hard  weather. 

Shoveler  (OV):  One  duck  flew  over  the  nature  reserve  on  Jan.  21st,  1968. 

Scaup  (OV):  Five  present  on  R.  Gade  during  severe  weather  on  Jan.  24th,  1963. 

Tufted  Duck  (OV):  Used  to  winter  from  late  December  to  early  April  on  the 
gravel  pit  by  Rousebarn  Lane  where  the  maximum  number  recorded  was  29 
on  Jan.  23rd,  1941.  Due  to  the  reduction  in  size  of  this  pit  only  recorded 
occasionally  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  One  pair  present  on  the  canal  for 
a  few  days  during  March,  1938. 

Pochard  (OV):  As  with  Tufled  Duck,  always  present  on  the  gravel  pit  during 
the  winter  but  no  records  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  Maximum  recorded 
was  eight  from  Mar.  17th  to  19th,  1940. 

Common  Scoter  (OV):  A  female  on  R.  Gade  on  Apr.  2nd  and  3rd  and  possibly 
the  same  bird  on  Apr.  20th,  1962. 

White-fronted  Goose  (OV):  Two  skeins  almost  certainly  of  this  species  flew 
over  the  park  on  Mar.  6th,  1970.  Occasional  records  of  “grey  geese”  flying 
over  the  park  from  time  to  time  in  cold  weather. 

Canada  Goose  (OV):  About  40  circled  around  the  gravel  pit  and  over  the 
wooded  area  on  Aug.  30th,  1971. 

Mute  Swan  (R):  A  pair  breeds  in  most  years  along  the  R.  Gade. 

Whooper  Swan  (OV):  Five  present  on  R.  Gade  during  severe  weather  on 
Jan.  18th,  1963. 

Buzzard  (OV):  One  over  Whippendell  Woods  on  Sept.  14th,  1971. 

Sparrowhawk  (OV):  Apart  from  a  single  record  in  the  1970  breeding  season 
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(Herts.  N.H.S.)  it  has  not  been  recorded  since  the  early  1950’s  but  prior  to 
that  date  bred  in  1934  in  Rousebarn  Lane  and  1949  and  1951  in  the  south 
west  corner  of  the  park. 

Kestrel  (R):  Bred  1937  in  park  and  in  1963  on  West  Herts.  Golf  Course. 
Odd  birds  present  throughout  the  year. 

Partridge  (R):  Status  difficult  to  determine  but  now  confined  exclusively  to  the 
golf  course  where  one  or  two  pairs  may  still  breed  annually.  Formerly 
nested  in  all  suitable  places  until  the  area  was  opened  more  to  the  general 
public.  Ground  clearance  has  also  helped  in  destroying  suitable  breeding 
habitats. 

Pheasant  (R):  Still  attempts  to  breed  in  Whippendell  Woods  and  possibly  in 
undisturbed  areas  of  the  park.  Disturbance  by  animals  and  humans  is  the 
main  cause  of  the  decline  of  a  species  which  bred  regularly  prior  to  1939-1945 
war. 

Water  Rail  (WV):  Bred  1935  near  the  nature  reserve  (only  confirmed  breeding 
record  for  Herts.).  Present  during  breeding  season  in  1957  and  1958.  Since 
then  breeding  status  unknown,  although  up  to  six  are  recorded  annually  from 
October  to  March  on  the  disused  watercress. 

Spotted  Crake  (OV) :  Seen  on  the  disused  w  atercress  beds  on  the  nature  reserve 
where  there  were  four  on  Jan.  4th,  two  on  Jan.  5th  and  singles  on  Jan.  21st, 
28th  and  30th,  and  Mar.  4th,  1965. 

Corncrake  (OV):  One  heard  frequently  between  mid-June  and  July  2nd,  1930 
in  Cassiobury  Park. 

Moorhen  (R):  Common,  breeding  in  all  suitable  localities  along  the  R.  Gade, 
watercress  beds  and  canal. 

Coot  (OV7):  Formerly  bred  regularly  on  the  gravel  pit. 

Lapwing  (WV):  Prior  to  the  1939-1945  war,  bred  regularly  in  the  fields  sur¬ 
rounding  Whippendell  Woods.  Now  only  small  flocks  are  recorded  flying 
over  the  area  except  for  a  flock  of  c.  50  regularly  seen  in  winter  on  playing 
fields  adjoining  the  nature  reserve. 

Snipe  (WV):  Regular  in  winter  on  the  watercress  beds  and  ditches  in  the  Park. 
Depending  on  the  severity  of  the  weather  up  to  30  have  been  seen. 

Jack  Snipe  (WV):  Observed  only  in  severe  weather  in  January  February  on 
the  watercress  beds  wiien  up  to  three  have  been  recorded  but  not  regularly. 

Woodcock  (OV):  May  have  bred  prior  to  the  1939-1945  war  when  it  was 
regular  each  spring.  Now7  only  occasional,  mainly  around  the  watercress 
beds  in  severe  weather. 

Green  Sandpiper  (WV):  Wintered  regularly  from  1941,  with  a  maximum  of 

seven,  but  only  one  or  two  in  recent  years. 

Common  Sandpiper  (OV):  One  on  Apr.  21st,  1940  near  the  nature  reserve. 

Redshank  (OV):  One  on  the  watercress  beds  in  severe  weather  on  Feb.  3rd, 
1963. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (OV):  One  on  the  disused  watercress  beds  on  the  nature 
reserve  on  Mar.  3rd,  1963  (Herts.  N.H.S.). 

Ruff  (OV):  One  on  the  watercress  beds  in  the  park  on  Feb.  8th,  1969  during  a 
snowstorm. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  (OV7):  Recorded  on  a  few  occasions  flying  over  the 

park  and  R.  Gade. 
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Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (WV):  Small  numbers  each  winter  in  the  vicinity  of 
R.  Gade  and  the  canal. 

Herring  Gull  (WV):  Occasional  records  each  winter  over  R.  Gade. 

Common  Gull  (WV):  More  common  in  winter  than  the  last  species  but  only 
small  numbers  recorded. 

Black-headed  Gull  (WV):  Regular  since  1934  and  has  increased  gradually  over 
the  years. 

Common/Arctic  Tern  (PM) :  Very  occasional  in  spring,  passing  down  the  canal 
and  R.  Gade. 

Stock  Dove  (R):  Formerly  well  distributed  in  the  area  and  favoured  old  elm 
trees  for  breeding  sites.  Numbers  have  declined  in  recent  years  and  only 
about  three  pairs  breed. 

Wood  Pigeon  (R):  Very  common  breeding  in  all  suitable  localities. 

Turtle  Dove  (SV):  At  least  three  pairs  breed  on  the  golf  course  and  on  the 
nature  reserve. 

Collared  Dove  (R):  First  bred  1967  in  the  park  and  now  regularly.  Winter 
flock  of  up  to  50  in  the  nature  reserve. 

Cuckoo  (SV):  Arrives  regularly  on  Apr.  17th/18th  and  eggs  have  been  recorded 
in  nests  of  Dunnock  and  Garden  Warbler.  Not  so  numerous  as  formerly. 

Barn  Owl  (OV):  Seen  occasionally  until  1950.  Probably  once  bred  in  the 
ruins  of  Swiss  Cottage  and  the  Cassiobury  Mansion.  Later  records  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  golf  course  clubhouse. 

Little  Owl  (R):  Increased  since  1938  and  well  distributed  throughout  the  area 
where  there  are  suitable  breeding  sites.  Records  within  the  last  few  years 
however  tend  to  show  a  possible  decline  in  numbers. 

Tawny  Owl  (R):  Well  distributed  throughout  the  area. 

Short-eared  Owl  (OV) :  One  quartering  rough  ground  near  the  canal  bridge  in 
the  park  on  Jan.  31st,  1954  (Herts.  N.H.S.). 

Nightjar  (OV):  None  since  1939.  Previously  recorded  every  summer  in  the 
Whippendell  Woods  area. 

Swift  (SV):  Formerly  bred  in  suitable  buildings  now  demolished  but  still 
regularly  recorded  flying  over  the  park. 

Kingfisher  (WV):  Bred  1955  by  the  watercress  beds  in  the  park  and  in  previous 
years  but  until  1941  up  to  three  pairs  bred  annually  in  similar  situations. 
A  pair  is  now  recorded  each  winter.  Human  interference  and  the  high  banks 
enclosing  the  watercress  beds  falling  into  disuse  have  accounted  for  the 
decline. 

Green  Woodpecker  (R):  Well  distributed,  particularly  on  the  golf  course  where 
anthills  provide  an  abundant  food  supply. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (R):  Breeds  in  the  wooded  areas  and  particularly 
favours  sweet  chestnut  trees  on  the  side  of  the  canal. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  (R):  Bred  1939  in  Whippendell  Woods  and  at 
least  one  pair  is  regularly  recorded  in  the  wooded  area  near  the  R.  Gade 
during  the  breeding  season.  Has  been  seen  in  local  gardens. 

Wryneck  (OV):  Singles  on  May  26th,  1932;  May  5th  and  7th,  1936  and  Apr. 
22nd,  1937  (P.  Stride, /wj.  comm.). 

Woodlark  (O V) :  Bred  and  reared  young  in  an  open  area  of  Whippendell  Woods 
during  1950  (Herts.  N.H.S.). 
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Skylark  (R):  Bred  regularly  in  the  park  area  prior  to  1938  but  now  confined 
to  the  golf  course  area  where  a  pair  may  still  breed  occasionally. 

Swallow  (SV):  Breeds  regularly  in  sheds  and  outbuildings  on  the  golf  course. 

House  Martin  (SV):  Breeds  regularly  in  the  surrounding  area. 

Sand  Martin  (PM):  Recorded  annually  over  R.  Gade  in  spring. 

Golden  Oriole  (OV):  One  recorded  in  the  first  week  of  June,  1943  in  a  road 
adjoining  the  park  (Herts.  N.H.S.). 

Carrion  Crow  (R):  Breeds  commonly  throughout  the  wooded  areas. 

Rook  (R):  There  are  no  breeding  sites  within  the  area  at  the  present  time  but 
the  lime  avenue  on  the  golf  course  held  a  rookery  until  the  early  1960s  which 
had  been  in  existence  throughout  the  period.  From  time  to  time  attempts 
have  been  made  to  colonise  new  areas  particularly  in  the  park,  but  these  are 
usually  abandoned  after  a  few  years. 

Jackdaw  (R):  Very  common  throughout  and  breeds  in  all  suitable  areas. 

Magpie  (R):  Considered  very  rare  in  1909  owing  to  persecution  by  keepers  but 
today  it  is  common,  breeding  in  all  suitable  areas. 

Jay  (R):  Well  distributed  throughout  wooded  parts. 

Great  Tit  (R):  Very  common. 

Blue  Tit  (R):  Very  common. 

Coal  Tit  (R):  Common,  particularly  in  the  coniferous  area  of  Whippendell 
Woods. 

Marsh  Tit  (R):  As  a  breeding  species  it  is  usually  restricted  to  the  damper 
areas  near  the  R.  Gade. 

Willow  Tit  (R):  More  common  than  the  last  mentioned  and  breeding  proved 
from  1957  onwards.  Found  in  all  habitats  within  the  area,  particularly  near 
the  R.  Gade  and  the  canal  although  in  winter  it  is  quite  common  in  Whippendell 

Woods. 

Long-tailed  Tit  (R):  Breeds  in  small  numbers  but  winter  flocks  are  quite 
numerous. 

Nuthatch  (R):  Well  distributed  in  wooded  areas. 

Tree  Creeper  (R):  Common  throughout,  particularly  in  Whippendell  Woods. 

WTen  (R):  Well  distributed. 

Mistle  Thrush  (R):  Has  become  more  abundant  in  recent  years. 

Fieldfare  (WV) :  A  few  recorded  in  most  winters  within  the  area,  usually  near 
the  nature  reserve. 

Song  Thrush  (R):  Very  common. 

Redwing  (WV):  Regular  visitor  in  varying  numbers,  favouring  the  open  area 
of  the  park  and  the  watercress  beds  in  hard  weather. 

Blackbird  (R) :  Very  common. 

Wheatear  (OV):  Singles  on  Apr.  29th,  1910  on  the  golf  course  and  Apr.  25th, 
1938  on  open  ground  in  the  park. 

Stonechat  (OV):  Last  recorded  on  Dec.  29th,  1938  in  the  park.  Formerly 
in  evidence  in  the  surrounding  district  between  1926  and  1932,  particularly 
on  the  Metropolitan  Railway  embankment. 

Redstart  (PM) :  Bred  in  1944  and  1954  in  Whippendell  Woods,  but  it  is  generally 
recorded  on  isolated  occasions  during  spring. 

Nightingale  (OV):  At  one  time  a  regular  visitor  but  declined  by  the  late  1930’s 
Probably  bred  spasmodically  from  then  on  but  the  last  known  record  was 
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during  1957  when  two  pairs  almost  certainly  bred  on  the  golf  course  in  a 
scrub  area  and  in  Whippendell  Woods. 

Robin  (R):  Common. 

Grasshopper  Warbler  (OV):  Heard  “reeling”  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  4th,  1956 
near  Rousebarn  Lane  in  Whippendell  Woods. 

Reed  Warbler  (PM):  No  evidence  of  breeding  but  has  been  recorded  between 
April  and  June  by  R.  Gade  since  1965. 

Sedge  Warbler  (SV) :  Breeds  regularly  along  the  R.  Gade  and  canal  but  numbers 
have  declined  rapidly  during  the  past  three  years. 

Blackcap  (SV):  Well  distributed  throughout  the  area. 

Garden  Warbler  (SV):  Less  common  than  Blackcap  and  more  restricted  in  its 
habitats. 

Whitethroat  (SV) :  At  one  time  very  common  but  numbers  declined  dramatically 
in  1969  when  only  one  singing  bird  was  recorded. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  (PM):  Bred  regularly  until  1938  but  then  declined  rapidly 
until  now  there  are  only  occasional  spring  records. 

Willow  Warbler  (SV):  Very  common. 

Chiffchaff  (SV):  Very  common. 

Wood  Warbler  (OV):  Recorded  singing  May  6th,  1936;  June  3rd,  1944; 
May/ June  1952  and  May  18th,  1955  in  Whippendell  Woods,  but  no  proof  of 
breeding. 

Goldcrest  (R):  Formerly  recorded  mainly  in  winter  but  during  the  past  decade 
numbers  have  increased  considerably  and  it  is  now  present  throughout  the 
breeding  season.  Breeding  proved  in  1958. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  (SV):  Small  numbers  throughout  the  area. 

Pied  Flycatcher  (OV):  One  record  in  Whippendell  Woods  on  Apr.  20th,  1947. 

Dunnock  (R):  Well  distributed. 

Meadow  Pipit  (WV):  Up  to  50  winter  on  the  watercress  beds  in  the  park. 

Tree  Pipit  (SV):  Three  pairs  breed  annually  in  suitable  localities  on  the  golf 
course  and  open  areas  of  Whippendell  Woods. 

Water  Pipit  (WV):  Since  1965  up  to  four  annually  on  the  watercress  beds  in 
the  park  from  November  to  March. 

Pied  Wagtail  (R):  Always  present  in  limited  numbers. 

Grey  Wagtail  (WV):  Up  to  four  annually  on  watercress  beds  or  R.  Gade 
between  July  and  March  but  no  longer  breeds  within  the  area.  Bred  1929, 
1934  and  from  1938  to  1941 .  On  nearly  every  occasion  the  site  was  by  the  old 
mill  (now  demolished)  on  the  nature  reserve. 

Yellow  Wagtail  (SV):  A  female  with  one  juvenile  near  the  nature  reserve  on 
July  14,  1967. 

Waxwing  (OV):  Recorded  during  invasions.  Last  record  was  thirteen  on 
Feb.  22nd,  1947,  near  the  Gade  Avenue  entrance  to  the  park. 

Red-backed  Shrike  (OV):  Bred  regularly  in  Whippendell  Woods  area  until  1933 
when  there  were  four  of  five  pairs  present.  No  further  breeding  record  again 
until  1941  in  same  locality  and  again  in  1964  on  the  golf  course. 

Starling  (R):  Very  common. 

Hawfinch  (R):  Status  somewhat  confused  due  to  lack  of  records  but  bred  1951 
in  Whippendell  Woods  and  probably  in  1954.  Since  then  occasional  reports 
at  varying  times  of  year,  particularly  from  the  nature  reserve  where  it  is  said 
to  have  bred,  although  this  is  unconfirmed  at  the  present  time. 
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Greenfinch  (R) :  Common. 

Goldfinch  (R):  Bred  1932,  1934  and  1940.  Since  1953  there  has  been  a  marked 
tendency  to  breed  in  the  ornamental  trees  in  roads  bordering  the  park  and  at 
least  one  nest  is  recorded  each  year. 

Siskin  (WV):  Regular  winter  visitor  favouring  alders  along  the  R.  Gade  and 
canal  between  October  and  April  with  flocks  of  up  to  100. 

Linnet  (R):  A  few  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  on  the  golf  course. 

Redpoll  (R):  Predominantly  a  winter  visitor  until  about  six  years  ago  when 
pairs  were  reported  during  the  breeding  season  on  the  golf  course,  a  few  pairs 
now  seem  to  have  established  a  breeding  colony  in  silver  birches. 

Bullfinch  (R):  Well  distributed  and  numbers  have  increased  in  recent  years. 

Chaffinch  (R) :  Common. 

Brambling  (WV):  Occasional  near  beech  trees  in  Whippendell  Woods  or  on 
the  watercress  beds  in  the  park.  Not  as  common  as  formerly. 

Yellowhammer  (R):  Well  distributed  on  the  golf  course  and  open  areas  of 
Whippendell  Woods. 

Reed  Bunting  (R):  Bred  1937  and  1957  near  the  old  mill  in  the  park  and  now 
regular  throughout  the  year  on  the  nature  reserve. 

House  Sparrow  (R):  Very  common. 

Tree  Sparrow  (R) :  Breeds  in  small  numbers  on  the  golf  course  in  elms  and  also 
in  Whippendell  Woods. 
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A  profile  of  the  winter  bird  community 
in  Epping  Forest 

D.I.M.  Wallace 

INTRODUCTION 

Although  the  current  work  of  British  ornithologists  is  much  characterised  by 
the  disciplined  record  of  breeding  season  distribution,  the  establishment  of  what 
is  the  normal  equivalent  in  winter  is  still  rarely  attempted.  There  are  however 
several  studies  for  the  London  area  notably  at  Bookham  Common  which 
indicate  that  such  attempts  often  produce  interesting  results  and  this  paper 
summarises  one  undertaken  in  Epping  Forest  from  November  1971  to  February 
1972. 

AIMS  AND  METHODS 

My  main  aim  was  to  establish  the  profile  of  species  regular  in  winter  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  mature  forest  and  to  achieve  this,  I  combined  regular  ob¬ 
servations  of  two  prescribed  areas  with  three  transects  of  the  total  and  three 
short  line  counts.  Two  of  the  transects  were  entirely  contained  within  continuous 
woodland  (with  mainly  closed  canopy  in  summer),  one  was  more  peripheral 
and  the  line  counts  explored  the  gaps  in  between.  In  addition  various  unusual 
habitats  within  the  forest  mass  were  also  searched  to  see  if  they  were  attracting 
specific  communities.  The  map  (fig.  1)  delineates  the  area  investigated,  the 
location  of  sections  specially  investigated  and  the  transect  and  line  count  routes. 
In  total  I  explored  about  60%  of  Epping  Forest  as  defined  by  Quist  (1958)  and 
mapped  by  Brimble  (undated).  My  secondary  aim  was  to  assess  the  relative 
abundance  of  the  species  present,  using  a  simple  but  precise  count  discipline  on 
all  visits.  The  measurement  of  actual  population  density  was  not  attempted, 
though  an  estimate  for  the  total  forest  region  was  possible.  The  study  investi¬ 
gated  normal  diurnal  presence  and  distribution  and  observations  of  birds  present 
at  other  times  or  due  to  such  behaviour  patterns  as  roosting  are  excluded.  With 
regard  to  the  three  main  transects,  it  should  be  noted  that  these  were  conducted 
on  23rd,  29th  and  30th  January,  the  first  in  mild  weather,  the  last  two  in  increasing 
cold  culminating  in  a  light  snow  fall.  (It  is  possible  that  some  winter  thrushes 
entered  the  area  overnight  on  the  29th/30th  though  no  diurnal  hard-weather 
movement  of  passerines  was  noted  on  either  day). 

DESCRIPTION  OF  HABITATS 

The  character  of  Epping  Forest  is  well  known.  It  is  essentially  a  long  semi¬ 
natural  woodland  occupying  the  top  and  shoulders  of  a  clay  and  gravel  ridge 
between  the  Lea  and  Roding  Valleys.  The  dominant  trees  are  Beech,  Oak, 
Hornbeam  and  Birch.  Both  natural  and  artificial  drainage  systems  ensure 
rapid  watershed  from  the  crest  of  the  ridge  but  there  are  also  many  areas  where 
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precipitation  and  gravel  seepage  form  grass  marsh.  In  these  pools  of  water 
(many  small  ones  the  result  of  old  diggings)  are  permanent  in  winter  and  around 
them  the  tree  community  is  rather  thinner  or  even  lacking  except  for  Birch. 
On  several  gentle  inclines  open  scrubland  exists.  There,  thickets  have  developed 
and  these  also  exist  amongst  the  closed  canopy  areas  and  especially  along  parts 
of  their  periphery.  Thorns  of  various  species,  Crab  Apple,  Holly  and  Briar 
form  secondary  communities  and  afford  excellent  shelter.  Conifers  are  rare 
except  in  the  northern  section  of  the  forest  where  both  ornamental  planting  and 
intensive  farming  of  several  species  notably  Larch  and  several  Pines  has  taken 
place,  the  latter  continuing.  In  general  therefore  Epping  Forest  appears  to 
provide  for  passerines  a  large  area  of  excellent  winter  cover  and  its  habitats 
combine  to  present  a  wide  diversity  of  food  plants  and  fallen  seed.  To  non¬ 
passerines,  it  is  much  less  attractive  particularly  since  it  possesses  only  one 
water  of  any  size,  an  old  gravel-pit  turned  boating  lake  called  Connaught  Water 
near  Chingford. 

It  should  be  noted  that  human  disturbance  has  markedly  increased  in  recent 
years  and  that  it  persists  throughout  the  winter.  Even  then  the  Forest  is  a 
Mecca  to  horse-riders,  car-picnickers,  hikers  and  chilly  looking  hippies.  The 
wood  floors  are  criss-crossed  with  permanent  paths  and  beaten  trails  and  plant 
destruction  is  frequently  evident.  A  network  of  metal  roads  brings  the  noise 
of  cars  to  the  densest  groves.  Even  in  private  sections  disturbance  frequently 
occurs,  notably  from  syndicated  Pheasant  shooting  on  the  Copped  Flail  Estate. 
The  effect  of  this  pressure  on  forest  animals  is  difficult  to  assess  though  the 
black  morph  Fallow  Deer  has  continued  to  decrease  or  has  had  to  change  its 
winter  ground  in  the  late  1960’s.  It  is  also  depressing  to  note  how  often  small 
predators  such  as  Hedgehog,  Stoat  and  Weasel  still  wither  on  gibbets  instead  of 
completing  their  role  in  natural  selection.  The  changes  in  the  winter  avifauna 
are  little  known  but  given  this  study,  they  may  be  monitored  in  future. 

THE  PROFILE  OF  WINTERING  BIRDS 

During  the  four  months  from  November  1971  to  February  1972,  52  species 
were  identified  within  Epping  Forest.  16  were  non-passerine  of  12  genera 
and  36  passerine  of  20  genera.  Their  presence  is  now  demonstrated  through 
the  results  of  the  transect  counts  and  supporting  observations. 

RESULTS  OF  TRANSECT  AND  LINE  COUNTS 

Three  main  transect  and  three  line  counts  were  made  over  a  total  distance 
of  21^  miles  covered  in  16^  hours.  All  birds  seen  on  the  ground  or  in  cover  and 
those  heard  close  by  (within  100  yards)  were  registered  but  those  flying  overhead 
and  showing  no  clear  interest  in  the  habitat  were  ignored.  The  total  number 
registered  was  1,568  at  an  average  of  71 .5  per  mile.  Table  1  presents  the  specific 
components,  both  in  total  and  for  the  sections  of  the  forest  west  and  east  of  the 
trunk  road  All  which  forms  a  useful  central  division. 


78 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  36  FOR  1971 


Table  1.  Results  of  transects  and  line  counts  in  Epping  Forest,  late  January 

and  early  February  1972 


Species  Western  ‘half’ 

Eastern  ‘half’ 

Total 

%  of  to 

I  Woodpigeon 

158 

38 

196 

12-5 

2  Greenfinch 

164 

14 

178 

11  -4 

3  Blue  Tit 

124 

46 

170 

10-8 

4  Blackbird 

104 

33 

137 

8-7 

5  Great  Tit 

91 

32 

123 

7-9 

6  Redpoll 

64 

37 

101 

7-1 

7  Chaffinch 

68 

20 

88 

5-6 

8  Dunnock 

47 

14 

61 

3-9 

9  Starling 

51 

10 

61 

3-9 

10  Jay 

42 

16 

58 

3-7 

1 1  Reed  Bunting 

41 

9 

50 

3-2 

12  Robin 

35 

10 

45 

2-9 

13  Redwing 

34 

3 

37 

2-4 

14  Coal  Tit 

30 

6 

36 

2-3 

15  Wren 

18 

9 

27 

1-7 

16  Marsh  Tit 

19 

7 

26 

1-7 

17  Carrion  Crow 

15 

7 

22 

1-4 

18  Nuthatch 

13 

8 

21 

1-3 

19  Magpie 

14 

2 

16 

1-0 

20  Bullfinch 

7 

8 

15 

21  Long-tailed  Tit 

14 

14 

22  House  Sparrow 

11 

2 

13 

23  Treecreeper 

10 

10 

24  Mistle  Thrush 

6 

3 

9 

25  Song  Thrush 

6 

2 

8 

26  Moorhen 

6 

2 

8 

27  Mallard 

5 

5 

28  Great  Spotted 

3 

2 

5 

Woodpecker 

29  Goldcrest 

4 

1 

5 

30  Tree  Sparrow 

4 

4 

31  Willow  Tit 

3 

1 

4 

32  Siskin 

2 

2 

33  Fieldfare 

2 

2 

34  Coot 

2 

2 

35  Jackdaw 

2 

2 

36  Linnet 

1 

1 

37  Meadow  Pipit 

1 

1 

38  Lesser  Spotted 

1 

1 

Woodpecker 

39  Kestrel 

1 

1 

40  Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

41  Pied  Wagtail 

1 

1 

42  Yellowhammer 

1 

1 

Total  no.  of  species 

39 

30 

42 

Total  registered 

1,219 

349 

1,568 

Total  count  length 

13 

8J 

21* 

51-3 


>75-5 


It  is  immediately  obvious  from  the  above  that  less  than  half  the  species  occurred 
at  an  incidence  greater  than  1  %  of  the  total  and  further  that  over  half  the 
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registrations  came  from  only  five  species.  Although  this  situation  was  not 
completely  unexpected,  its  secure  definition  is  still  remarkable  and  the  list 
contains  several  surprisingly  low  positions  for  species  generally  held  to  be  common 
in  mixed  woodland  in  winter.  This  is  most  noticeable  in  the  case  of  Robin, 
Wren  and  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Conversely  the  sizable  presences  of 
Redpoll,  Starling  (behaving  as  resident  and  singing),  Reed  Bunting  (in  parties 
and  flocks  of  up  to  31  birds)  and  Redwings  also  stand  out. 

The  dominance  of  certain  families  was  also  striking  and  this  is  further  demon¬ 
strated  in  figure  2. 

Thus  over  half  the  registrations  were  of  finches,  buntings  and  tits  and  only 
one  non-passerine  was  common  in  the  woodland  habitats.  The  length  of  the 
complex  tail  of  the  avian  community  is  again  self-evident. 


Percentage  of  registrations  per  family 
RESULTS  OF  SUPPORTING  OBSERVATIONS 

Fig.  2. 

The  use  of  transect  counts  was  inevitable  if  the  main  aims  of  the  study  were  to 
be  achieved  in  reasonable  time.  However  it  was  obvious  from  the  start  that  they 
would  not  entirely  display  the  profile  of  the  winter  community.  In  this  respect 
the  fact  that  I  had  been  visiting  since  1965  an  area  of  mixed  coniferous  and 
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deciduous  plantation  at  Warren  Wood  and  from  September  1971  the  oaks  and 
thickets  round  Connaught  Water  was  fortunate  for  these  areas  yielded  many 
supporting  observations,  notably  in  the  case  of  waterfowl  since  the  latter  place 
is  the  only  important  ‘wetland*  in  the  upper  part  of  the  forest. 

The  observations  both  qualified  and  extended  the  transect  data  and  the 
important  additions  are  now  listed.  Where  the  species  concerned  did  not 
feature  in  the  transect  register,  it  is  numbered  43  and  onwards.  All  data  relates 
to  Connaught  Water  except  where  otherwise  stated. 

43  Grey  Heron:  One  or  two  (clearly  from  Walthamstow)  on  four  dates  only. 

Mallard:  Up  to  80  all  winter;  grass  marshes,  at  least  three  pairs  ‘pros¬ 
pecting’  from  Jan.  18th. 

44  Tufted  Duck:  Up  to  eight  from  Nov.  20th. 

45  Pochard:  One  on  Jan.  27th. 

Mute  Swan:  An  adult  pair  and  one  cygnet  of  1971  brood  all  winter. 

Kestrel:  Entire  area,  only  three  all  winter;  thus  remarkably  scarce  given 
known  prey  availability  and  high  incidence  of  small  carnivorous  mammals 
(pers.  obs.). 

Moorhen:  Up  to  30  all  winter. 

Coot:  Up  to  17  from  Nov.  13th. 

46  Common  Gull :  Up  to  ten  all  winter. 

47  Black-headed  Gull:  Up  to  300  all  winter. 

48  Stock  Dove:  One  on  Feb.  9th. 

Woodpigeon:  Entire  area,  many  come  in  to  roost  every  night  and  up  to 
75  may  continue  such  behaviour  in  several  places  during  the  day. 

49  Kingfisher:  Singles  on  Nov.  10th  and  14th  and  Feb.  17th. 

50  Green  Woodpecker:  Between  Yardley  Hill  and  Connaught  Water,  singles 

calling  on  four  dates  only. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker:  Singles  on  Nov.  27th  and  Jan.  1st  and  2nd. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker:  Long  Hills,  one  on  Feb.  9th 

51  Skylark:  Chingford  Plain,  up  to  five  all  winter. 

Carrion  Crow:  The  10th  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water  (17th 
in  the  total  register). 

Jackdaw  :  A  pair  on  Feb.  12th;  clearly  exceptional  in  the  Forest  although 
regular  in  North  Chingford  and  other  peripheral  areas. 

Jay:  The  sixth  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water  (10th  in  the 
total  register).  Once  12  on  one  visit. 

Great  Tit:  Noticeably  scarce  from  Nov.  28th  to  Jan.  1st  but  overall  the 
fourth  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water,  a  result  clearly 
supporting  its  position  in  the  total  register. 

Blue  Tit:  The  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water  (13%  of  all 
passerine  counts  there). 

Willow  Tit:  One  on  Feb.  9th;  Warren  Wood,  one  on  Jan.  22nd. 

Long-tailed  Tit:  The  ninth  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water 
(21st  in  total  register)  with  up  to  eight  in  all  months. 

Treecreeper:  A  marked  ‘flush’  in  late  winter,  with  up  to  four  on  almost 
every  visit  from  Feb.  5th. 

Wren:  Almost  absent  from  Nov.  27th  to  Jan.  2nd. 
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Song  Thrush:  Chingford  Plain  and  Connaught  Water,  up  to  ten  around 
scrub  and  thickets  all  winter;  the  seventh  commonest  passerine  in 
these  areas  (28th  in  the  total  register). 

Redwing:  Dense  wood  and  thicket  areas,  up  to  15  in  several  localities  all 
winter;  clearly  a  regular  wintering  species  in  the  Forest  depths. 

Blackbird:  The  third  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water,  a  result 
clearly  supporting  its  position  in  the  total  register  of  transect  data. 

Robin:  Only  one  between  Dec.  19th  and  Jan.  22nd  but  a  pronounced 
return  by  the  first  week  of  February. 

Goldcrest:  Connaught  Water  and  Warren  Wood,  up  to  five  fairly  regular 
at  both  places,  suggesting  a  greater  presence  than  that  shown  by  the 
transect  data. 

Dunnock:  No  obvious  departure  as  with  Wren  but  a  pronounced  return 
from  Jan.  16th. 

Meadow  Pipit:  Chingford  Plain,  one  or  two  with  last  on  three  dates  in 
November  and  December. 

Pied  Wagtail:  A  resident  pair  broke  their  bond  but  remained  all  winter. 

52  Hawfinch:  One  or  two  on  Nov.  10th  and  20th  and  Feb.  26th;  the  only 
evidence  that  this  once  common  resident  and  breeding  species  still 
occurs. 

Greenfinch:  The  second  commonest  passerine  at  Connaught  Water  (9% 
of  all  passerines  counts  there).  At  least  50  roosted  at  Connaught 
Water  and  85  at  warren  Wood. 

Goldfinch:  One  on  Dec.  25th;  the  rarest  passerine  in  the  1971/72  winter. 

Siskin:  Singles  on  three  dates. 

Linnet:  Connaught  Water  and  Warren  Wood,  up  to  three  on  five  dates; 
clearly  not  resident. 

Chaffinch:  Almost  absent  from  Nov.  28th  to  Jan.  2nd. 

Yellowhammer:  Chingford  Plain  and  Connaught  Water,  up  to  eight  on 
three  dates  in  December  and  February  but  clearly  not  resident. 

Reed  Bunting:  Chingford  Plain,  up  to  five  on  three  dates  in  December  and 

January. 

House  Sparrow:  Chingford  Plain,  at  least  200  roosted  in  thickets  all 
winter,  elsewhere  parties  of  up  to  20  forage  paths,  car  parks  and  isolated 
houses. 

Tree  Sparrow:  Up  to  three  on  six  dates  but  not  resident. 

It  will  be  evident  from  the  above  notes  that  Connaught  Water  is  a  particularly 
important  habitat.  Alone  it  was  responsible  for  most,  if  not  all  the  records  of 
nine  non-passerine  species  and  for  attracting  directly  200  to  450  birds  to  the 
diurnal  population.  The  exploitation  of  other  small  pools  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  Forest  was  remarkably  slight;  waterbirds  (even  the  Moorhen  which  is 
virtually  ubiquitous  in  Essex  farmland)  practically  ignored  them. 


The  regularity  of  observations  at  Connaught  Water  also  allowed  some 
monitoring  of  the  population  dynamics  within  the  four  months.  As  partly 
indicated  above,  there  was  a  marked  departure  of  at  least  four  passerines  in 
December  when  the  total  population  seemed  also  to  be  a  low  ebb  point,  following 
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a  busy  November  when  migrants  (particularly  thrushes)  were  still  often  in 
evidence.  Finally  the  Connaught  Water  observations  tend  to  confirm  the 
paucity  of  doves  and  woodpeckers.  The  scarcity  of  the  former  other  than  the 
Woodpigeon  is  quite  remarkable,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  that  feral 
pigeons  and  Collared  Doves  are  common  at  several  peripheral  points  such  as 
Chingford  and  Epping.  The  total  of  only  twelve  sightings  of  woodpeckers 
seems  a  matter  for  real  concern. 

THE  SIZE  OF  THE  WINTER  POPULATION 

Estimates  of  population  density  were  not  attempted  during  the  transect  work 
but  the  study  around  Connaught  Water  indicated  a  rather  low  figure  of  1  to  1^- 
birds  per  acre  during  the  daylight  hours.  At  Warren  Wood  estimates  were 
less  well-based  but  again  gave  a  low  figure  of  to  2  biids  per  acre  (excluding 
roosting  Woodpigeons).  Only  a  much  fuller  study  can  add  real  information 
but  given  that  the  transect  counts  were  based  on  birds  counted  across  a  front  not 
less  than  50  and  rarely  more  than  75  yards,  a  series  of  calculations  suggests  that 
the  total  diurnal  population  in  the  areas  that  I  covered  was  somewhere  between 
10,000  and  12,500  birds  or  about  three  birds  per  acre.  Since  the  two  line 
counts  undertaken  near  Connaught  Water  both  gave  below  average  scores, 
these  last  figures  are  probably  correct  in  indicating  that  the  overall  population 
density  is  significantly  higher.  Even  so  the  overwhelming  impression  gained 
during  the  study  was  of  a  lot  of  tress  and  rather  few  birds ! 

HABITAT  PREFERENCES 

The  distribution  of  passerines  was  markedly  uneven  with  even  local  changes 
in  the  plant  community  and  particularly  in  ground  cover  provoking  immediate 
changes  in  occurrence.  Along  the  transect  routes,  the  incidence  of  birds  varied 
from  317  to  20  per  mile.  In  general  birds  showed  an  above  average  incidence 
(over  71.5  per  mile)  in  mature  woodland  w'ith  pronounced  undergrowth,  with 
noticeable  maxima  317  per  mile  on  the  mainly  Hornbeam  ridge  of  Hawksw'cod, 
112  and  144  in  the  Sw'eet  Chestnut,  Oak  and  conifer  complex  near  Warren  Wood. 
Below  average  incidence  (under  71.5  per  mile)  was  recorded  through  the  eastern 
‘half’  of  the  forest  where  high  Beech  groves  predominate  and  frequently  prevent 
undergrowth  totally  and  w  here  also  thickets  are  generally  less  developed,  with 
striking  minima  23  and  31  per  mile  in  birch  and  scrub  and  20  and  28  in  dark 
cathedrals  of  mature  Beech.  There  was  also  a  marked  difference  in  the  diversity 
of  species  in  the  two  ‘halves’  of  the  forest,  with  about  15  per  count  section  on 
the  west  but  only  ten  in  the  east  (see  also  Table  1). 

Some  comment  is  possible  on  specific  habitat  preferences.  3oth  Woodpigeons 
and  Greenfinches  w'ere  noticeably  more  abundant  amongst  Hornbeam.  The 
Blue  Tit  was  particularly  evident  in  mixed  tree  communities  with  Holly  thickets 
but  it  was  also  the  most  ubiquitous  bird,  feeding  at  all  levels  from  leafmould 
to  topmost  twigs.  (For  this  reason,  it  is  likely  to  be  in  fact  the  commonest 
passerine).  A  clear  feeding  association  between  Blackbirds,  Chaffinches  and 
Great  Tits  was  noted,  the  tw'o  smaller  birds  utilising  the  patches  of  leaf  mould 
turned  over  by  the  thrush.  This  behaviour  wras  seen  most  on  the  floor  of  the 
wooded  ridges  on  the  western  forest  edge.  Redpolls  were  essentially  associated 
with  Birch  and  the  debris  of  catkins  was  everywhere  evidence  of  their  wanderings. 
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Oak  appeared  to  be  their  second  choice  and  this  tree  was  responsible  for  two 
of  the  Siskin  records.  The  discovery  of  Reed  Buntings  in  flocks  within  the 
forest  was  the  surprise  of  the  survey.  They  ignored  the  pools,  even  those  with 
reeds,  and  inhabited  four  areas  of  light  tree  cover,  ground-feeding  and  roosting 
in  tussock  grass.  Redwings  were  usually  in  areas  of  thick  leaf  mould  and 
thickets  under  mature  trees.  Like  Blackbirds  they  turn  over  leaves  and  several 
other  species  were  attending  such  ‘ploughing’.  Marsh  Tits  were  more  in 
evidence  amongst  Beech  than  any  other  tree. 

SUBSPECIFIC  IDENTIFICATIONS 

Four  Coal  Tits  seen  on  22nd  and  23rd  January  and  26th  February  were  clearly 
not  local  birds,  showing  the  clean  blue-grey  mantle  and  generally  bright  head 
and  underparts  of  the  continental  race  ater.  Many  of  the  Redpolls  seen  up  to 
mid-January  were  clearly  northern  immigrants,  showing  the  grey  rumps,  white 
wing-bars  and  paler  underparts  of  the  Scandinavian  race  flammea.  On  18th 
January,  one  flock  of  27  were  all  of  this  race.  In  late  January  and  February, 
the  incidence  of  pale  birds  fell  dramatically  and  there  were  no  definite  sightings 
in  the  last  month.  Redpolls  of  the  race  flammea  have  long  visited  Warren 
Wood  where  in  winter  they  partly  replace  the  breeding  population  (pers.  obs.). 
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SUMMARY 

The  bird  population  of  Epping  Forest  was  intensively  studied  between  November 
1971  and  1972.  During  these  four  months  (three  unusually  mild)  regular  counts 
of  two  areas  and  three  transects  of  the  entire  ‘upper  Forest’  were  combined  to 
show  the  profile  of  the  winter  bird  community.  In  general  non-passerines  were 
rare  except  for  Woodpigeons  which  were  common  and  ubiquitous  and  Mallard, 
Moorhen  and  Black-headed  Gull,  all  with  sizable  populations  located  at  Con¬ 
naught  Water.  Conversely  passerines  were  relatively  abundant,  notably 
finches,  tits  and  thrushes  which  together  formed  64%  of  the  transect  totals. 
Although  counts  of  Greenfinches  exceeded  those  of  the  Blue  Tit,  the  latter  is 
nevertheless  probably  the  commonest  passerine  in  winter  due  to  its  clear  ability 
to  exploit  almost  every  feeding  niche.  The  presence  of  flocks  of  Reed  Buntings 
within  the  forest  was  the  most  surprising  discovery.  No  accurate  estimate  of 
population  density  was  obtained  but  it  appeared  to  be  low  at  about  three  birds 
per  acre. 

REFERENCES 

Quist,  A.  (1958).  Epping  Forest  (a  Corporation  of  London  Publication). 

A  useful  guide  to  the  entire  area,  its  flora  and  fauna. 

Brimble,  J.  A.  (undated).  The  Ramblers ’  and  Riders'  Guide  to  Epping  Forest. 
Published  by  the  author,  52  Station  Road,  Chingford,  London  E4.  Contains 
large  scale  maps  featuring  every  main  path  and  many  place  names  not  on 
Ordnance  Survey  Maps. 

D.  /.  M.  Wallace,  13  Doncel  Court,  Forest  View,  Chingford,  London  E4  7 A  W. 


84 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  36  FOR  1971 


Mortality  among  wildfowl  at  Kew 

Leslie  Baker 

In  the  late  summer  of  1970  a  large  number  of  birds  on  the  lake  in  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens,  Kew  died  in  mysterious  circumstances.  The  first  to  succomb 
were  Mallards  on  July  15th.  During  the  next  five  months  birds  of  15  species 
were  affected  and  the  last,  a  Tufted  Duck,  died  on  Dec.  20th.  The  weather 
during  the  greater  part  of  that  summer  was  warm  and  dry  with  the  result  that 
the  level  of  water  in  the  lake  fell  some  inches.  Large  areas  of  blanket  weed 
(algae)  developed,  the  surface  of  the  water  turned  bright  green  and  exposed  mud 
became  very  evil  smelling. 

The  lake  covers  approximately  four  and  a  half  acres  including  three  small 
islands.  Normal  depth  of  water  is  four  feet,  the  intake  coming  from  the  nearby 
River  Thames.  In  summer  the  pinioned  species  are  joined  by  many  wild  birds 
coming  in  to  breed.  This  high  population  of  adults  is  again  increased  by 
young  that  have  been  reared  successfully,  so  that  at  peak  figures  the  density  may 
well  be  greater  than  the  water  can  accommodate. 

First  signs  of  distress  among  the  duck  were  gasping  and  partial  collapse  and 
at  this  stage  it  was  possible  to  see  leeches  in  the  nasal  sinuses  and  round  the 
eyes.  A  few  birds  recovered  but  the  majority  died  within  a  day  ot  two.  Some 
of  these  were  sent  for  veterinary  examination  but  the  cause  of  death  was  not 
established.  It  was  thought  at  the  time  that  leeches  attacked  only  sick  birds 
and  though  they  contributed  to  the  mortality  they  were  not  the  primary  cause. 
Species  known  to  have  died  on  the  lake  in  Kew  Gardens  between  July  15th 
and  Dec.  20th,  1970 


Species 

Adults 

Young 

Total 

Mallard 

60-70 

30+ 

c.  100 

Tufted  Duck 

c.  30 

c.  50 

c.  80 

Shelduck 

2 

— 

2 

Mandarin 

5 

2 

7 

Carolina 

4 

— 

4 

S.  American  Wigeon 

1 

— 

1 

± 

Falcated  Teal 

1 

— 

1 

Chestnut-breasted  Teal 

2 

— 

2 

Marbled  Teal 

4 

— 

4 

African  Yellowbill 

2 

5 

7 

Bahama  Pintail 

1 

— 

1 

European  Pintail 

1 

— 

1 

Black-necked  Swan 

1 

— 

1 

Maned  Goose 

1 

— 

1 

Muscovy  Duck 

1 

2 

3 

c.  89  c.  215 


Total  c.  126 
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Most  of  the  corpses  were  rapidly  disposed  of  by  the  birdkeeper  who  was 
understandably  concerned  that  the  public  should  not  witness  the  distress  among 
his  charges  during  the  time  the  gardens  were  open  to  the  public.  The  ornamental 
waterfowl  are  fed  regularly  and,  towards  the  end  of  1970,  an  antibiotic  was 
added  to  the  grain  on  the  advice  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  who  had  been  con¬ 
sulted. 

In  1971  fewer  birds  died.  During  the  winter  months  the  algae  in  the  water 
almost  disappeared,  the  level  of  the  water  rose  and  the  cold  weather  seemed  to 
inhibit  whatever  had  been  the  cause  of  such  widespread  mortality  in  the  previous 
year.  However,  during  January  and  February  eight  Mallard  became  infected  and 
died  after  which  there  was  a  long  period  when  no  deaths  were  reported.  In 
August  I  obtained  two  Tufted  Duck  within  hours  of  their  death  and  submitted 
them  for  examination  by  Dr.  I.  F.  Keymer,  chief  pathologist  at  the  London 
Zoo.  Dr.  Keymer  reported  (in  lift)  that  the  cause  of  death  was  Botulism 
(Clostridium  botulinum ,  Type  C)  and  while  he  could  not  state  for  certain  what 
caused  the  botulism  to  proliferate,  the  combination  of  hot  weather,  stagnant 
water  and  decaying  animal  matter  was  probably  at  the  root  of  the  trouble. 
During  the  rest  of  the  year  fewer  deaths  were  reported.  In  fact  a  number  of 
birds  were  saved  on  Dr.  Keymer's  advice  by  being  confined  in  improvised  pens 
with  clean  water. 

Deaths  attributed  to  botulism  among  waterfowl  in  Kew  Gardens  in  1971. 


Species 

Adults 

Young 

Total 

Mallard 

8 

— 

8 

Tufted  Duck 

10 

— 

10 

Red-billed  Tree  Duck 

2 

— 

2 

jLa 

Chiloe  Wigeon 

3 

— 

3 

Maned  Goose 

3 

— 

3 

Ashy-headed  Goose 

2 

— 

2 

Black  Swan 

— 

1 

1 

28 

1 

29 

No  ducklings  were  found  with  symptoms  similar  to  those  that  caused  death  in 
1970.  The  last  adult  death  was  reported  in  August. 
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The  Need  for  Caution  when  identifying 
Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck  and  other 
species  in  the  Aythya  genus 

) 

K.  C.  Osborne 

INTRODUCTION 

The  adjudication  of  records  of  Scaup  Aythya  marila  and  Ferruginous  Duck 
Aythya  nyroca  in  the  London  Area  is  complicated  by  the  presence  of  confusing 
Aythya  hybrids  which  closely  resemble  these  species.  From  the  evidence  set  before 
the  LNHS  Records  Committee  in  recent  years,  it  would  appear  that  some  observers 
are  not  fully  aware  of  the  pitfalls  that  these  hybrids  can  present.  The  purpose  of 
this  paper  is  to  provide  basic  guidance  on  the  field  identification  of  Scaup  and 
Ferruginous  Duck  in  relation  to  the  similar  hybrids.  Because  the  subject  is 
complex,  some  additional  reference  will  be  made  to  other  species  within  the 
Aythya  genus. 

The  'problem’  of  the  Aythya  hybrids  was  first  brought  into  prominence  in  this 
country  by  the  '“Lesser  Scaup”  dispute  of  the  late  1950s,  which  was  finally  re¬ 
solved  in  1960  when  the  hybrid  in  question  was  shot  (Perrins,  1961).  A  few  years 
later,  attention  w'as  drawn  to  the  more  difficult  Scaup  X  Tufted  Duck  Aythya 
fuligula  hybrids  that  occur  both  in  collections  and  in  the  wild  (Sage,  1963).  More 
recently,  Gillham  et  al.  (1966)  were  able  to  describe  no  less  than  thirty-four  in¬ 
dividual  Aythya  hybrids  from  museum  skins  and  field  studies,  and  were  able  to 
demonstrate  clearly  the  close  similarity  of  many  of  these  not  only  to  Scaup,  but 
also  to  Ferruginous  Duck  and  other  species  in  the  Aythya  genus. 

The  whole  question  of  the  field  identification  of  Aythya  species  and  hybrids  is 
extremely  complicated,  and  an  explanation  of  some  fundamental  aspects  is 
necessary.  Firstly,  it  should  be  remembered  that  wiiereas  five  Aythya  species  occur 
naturally  in  this  country,  others  are  kept  in  collections  and  could  occur  as  escapes, 
and  it  is  always  possible  that  hitherto  unrecorded  species  could  occur  as  vagrants 
in  the  field.  Secondly,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  peculiarity  of  Aythya 
‘“crosses”  is  that  hybrid  progeny  frequently  resemble  a  totally  different  species 
within  the  same  genus.  This  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  Tufted  Duck  x 
Pochard  Aythya  ferina  cross  which  may  result  in  male  offspring  showing,  when 
mature,  a  remarkable  superficial  resemblance  to  Scaup  or  Lesser  Scaup  Aythya 
affinis.  For  this  reason,  bill  patterns,  eye  colours  and  head  sheens  play  a  more 
fundamental  part  in  identification  than  plumages. 


CAUTION  WHEN  IDENTIFYING  SCAUP  AND  FERRUGINOUS  DUCK 
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THE  GENUS 

The  worldwide  distribution  of  the  Aythya  genus  consists  of  twelve  species. 
These  may  be  conveniently  grouped  into  (1)  Scaups,  (2)  Tufted  and  Ring-necked 
Ducks,  (3)  Pochards,  and  (4)  White-eyes. 


(1)  Scaup  A.marila 
Lesser  Scaup  A.affinis 

N.  Z.  Scaup  A. novae  seelandica 

(2)  Tufted  Duck  A.fuligula 
Ring-necked  Duck  A. collar  is 


(3)  Pochard  A.ferina 
Redhead  A.americana 
Canvasback  A.valisineria 

(4)  Ferruginous  Duck  A.nyroca 
Baer’s  Pochard  A.baeri 
Austral.  White-eye  A. australis 
Madagascan  White-eye  A.innotata 


Apart  from  differences  of  plumage,  each  group  has  its  own  diagnostic  features 
(particularly,  body  proportions  and  bill-patterns). 


THE  HYBRIDS 

Gillham  et  al.  describe  thirty-four  hybrids,  mostly  males.  Others  have  been 
described  since  1966,  including  some  additional  females;  but,  so  far,  all  hybrids 
have  fallen  roughly  into  six  groups,  as  first  suggested  by  Gillham  et  al.  These  six 
groups  are  based  on  the  visual  appearance  of  the  male  hybrids  rather  than  their 
parentage,  which  is  often  strangely  different. 


Type 

Name  of  Hybrid 

Known  Parentage 

A 

Scaup  type 

Scaup  x  Tufted  Duck 

B 

Lesser  Scaup  type 

Pochard  ?  x  Tufted  Duck  d* 

C 

Tufted  Duck  type 

Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck 

D 

Pochard  type 

Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck 

E 

Ferrug.  type  (Paget’s  Poch.)t 

Ferruginous  Duck  x  Pochard 

F 

Baer’s  Pochard  type 

Ferruginous  Duck  x  Tufted  Duck 

*There  is  also  an  American  equivalent.  Redhead 

x  Ring-necked  Duck. 

fOriginally  considered  a  separate  species  and  called  Paget’s  Pochard. 

Hybrids  occur  in  the  wild,  as  well  as  in  collections.  Individual  hybrids  show 
variations  in  plumage,  yet  can  usually  be  categorized  by  appearance  and  bill 
pattern.  Frequently  a  hybrid  will  look  ‘odd’,  but  just  as  frequently  it  will  closely 
resemble  a  species.  Types  A,  B,  E  are  examples  of  this. 

When  studying  ‘doubtful’  birds  in  the  field,  circumstantial  evidence  is  par¬ 
ticularly  relevant.  A  hybrid  will  often  associate  with  a  parental  species,  because 
of  imprinting  at  birth.  Inherited  behaviour  will  also  be  disclosed  by  mannerisms 
and  display. 


IDENTIFYING  SCAUP  IN  THE  FIELD 

In  winter  the  Scaup  is  essentially  a  maritime  species  and  normally  occurs  in  small 
to  medium-sized  flocks.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  only  inland  records  of  single  birds 
that  are  normally  considered  suspect  in  the  London  Area.  The  species  undoubt¬ 
edly  occurs  regularly  in  late  winter  on  the  lower  tidal  reaches  of  the  Thames,  and 
on  reservoirs  in  passage  months  or  in  difficult  weather  conditions.  Passage  on  the 
reservoirs  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  recovery  of  an  Iceland-ringed  Scaup  at 
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Barn  Elms  in  March  1950.  Nevertheless,  Aythya  hybrids  also  occur  at  inland  sites 
with  equal  frequency,  and  caution  must  therefore  be  exercised  in  the  case  of  single 
birds. 

Outwardly  the  male  Scaup  (Plate  1)  seems  an  easy  bird  to  identify — distinctive 
plumage,  robust  proportions  and  strong  bill — yet  two  hybrid  types  show  very 
close  superficial  resemblance  to  it  and  this  similarity  is  intensified  by  the  hybrids’ 
closeness  in  size  and  build  to  Scaup  and  Pochard. 


In  the  field  four 

points  must  be  checked : 

SCAUP 

HYBRID  ‘A’ 

HYBRID  ‘B’  (Plate  1) 

0) 

Bill  pattern 

Clear  blue- 

Similar  to 

Slightly  patterned 

grey  with 

Scaup,  but 

grey,  with  wide  tip 

black  on 

tipped  like 

like  Pochard  or 

nail  only 

Tufted  Duck 

as  Tufted  Duck 

(2) 

Head  Sheen 

Green 

Green  with 
some  purple 

Purplish  or  mauvish 

(rarely  vice  versa) 

(3) 

Head  shape 

Rounded 

Rounded  or 
slightly  peaked 

Slightly  peaked 

(4) 

Grey  mantle 

Pale,  but 

Usually  less 

Greyer  and  finely 

strongly 

strongly 

pattern  as  Pochard. 

patterned 

patterned 

The  adult  female  Scaup  is  unique.  It  is  a  strongly  built  duck  with  a  cleanly- 
defined  large  white  face-patch,  quite  unlike  any  female  Tufted  Duck  or  any  female 
hybrid  yet  described.  Nevertheless,  because  of  the  risk  of  a  similar  hybrid  of  the 
Scaup-type,  the  bill  tip  should  be  checked  (as  in  the  male,  black-tipped  on  the 
nail  only). 

The  immature  Scaup  is  similar  in  general  plumage  to  the  female,  but  has  a 
diffused  and  reduced  white  face-patch.  For  this  reason,  confusion  may  occur 
between  it  and  the  female  Tufted  Duck  in  the  field.  Likewise,  separation  from 
similar  female  hybrids  (of  several  possible  types)  may  be  impossible  unless  the  bill 
tip  can  be  studied  at  close  quarters  and  in  good  light.  In  young  males,  at  very 
close  range,  the  degree  of  vermiculation  on  the  mantle  may  help,  but  generally  in 
the  field  most  immature  Scaup  remain  inseparable  from  hybrids. 

IDENTIFYING  FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  IN  THE  FIELD 

The  Ferruginous  Duck  usually  occurs  solitarily  or  in  pairs,  or  occasionally  in  very 
small  winter  flocks.  It  is  migratory  in  the  north  of  its  European  range,  but  moves 
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south  rather  than  west.  Its  status  in  England  is  that  of  a  rare  winter  passage 
migrant,  but  it  is  also  kept  in  collections  from  which  ‘escapes’  occur,  usually  in 
the  form  of  free-flying  progeny  from  captive  pairs.  For  this  reason  summer 
records  are  generally  regarded  as  suspect.  Additionally,  because  of  the  presence 
of  hybrids,  several  past  records  have  been  subjected  to  doubt.  Nevertheless  the 
pattern  of  recent  records  suggests  that  genuinely  wild  birds  undoubtedly  do  occur 
in  late  autumn  or  get  caught  up  with  westward  movements  of  Pochard  and 
Tufted  Ducks  from  Eastern  Europe  in  early  winter. 

The  male  Ferruginous  Duck  (Plate  1)  is  a  relatively  distinctive  duck  and  is 
unlikely  to  be  misidentified,  if  seen  well.  Its  mahogany-red  plumage,  white  eye, 
white  undertail  and  distinctively  patterned  bill  rule  out  all  hybrids  except  one. 
This  is  the  type  E  (Ferruginous  type  or  Paget’s  Pochard  see  also  Plate  1),  which  at 
a  distance  shows  a  strong  superficial  resemblance  to  the  Ferruginous  Duck. 
In  the  field  three  points  should  be  checked : 


FERRUGINOUS  DUCK 

HYBRID  ‘E* 

(1) 

General  colouring 

Mahogany-red 

More  ‘chestnut’  in 

colour,  patchier  breast 

and  duller  flanks. 

(2) 

Eye  Colour 

White 

Orange 

(3) 

Bill  pattern 

Two-toned  with 

Two-toned  but 

small  black  tip 

with  broad  black  tip 

on  the  nail 

as  the  Pochard. 

Observations  in  which  the  eye  colour  cannot  be  clearly  seen  are  unlikely  to  be 
accepted,  and  reliance  on  plumage  alone  is  not  to  be  recommended. 


FERRUGINOUS  DUCK 


‘  E’  Ferruginous  X  Pochard 


VV 


Bills  of  Tufted  Duck 
(left) and  Pochard  kco 


The  female  Ferruginous  Duck,  in  addition  to  being  browner  and  duller  than  the 
male,  lacks  the  diagnostic  white  eye.  The  white  undertail  is  inconclusive,  as  this  is 
also  shared  by  number  of  ducks  of  similar  appearance  —  three  species  of  White- 
eyes,  two  hybrids  and,  occasionally,  the  female  Tufted  Duck!  But  the  greatest 
confusion  is  most  likely  to  arise  with  the  female  Hybrid  E  (Ferruginous-type  or 
Paget’s  Pochard),  and  Gillham  et  al  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  distances 
of  over  fifty  feet  there  is  no  certainty  of  separating  the  Ferruginous  Duck  from 
this  hybrid.  At  very  close  range,  however,  the  feature  to  check  is  the  bill  tip, 
which  —  as  with  the  male  hybrid  —  is  heavily  tipped  like  a  Pochard.  More  experi¬ 
enced  observers  may,  of  course,  be  able  to  detect  additional  clues  in  slight  variations 
in  head  shape  and  body  proportions,  but  comparisons  in  the  field  are  only 
usually  possible  when  a  hybrid  is  conveniently  accompanied  by  the  species! 
Finally,  when  dealing  with  the  Ferruginous  Duck,  the  possibility  of  “escapes” 
of  other  species  of  White-eyes  should  always  be  borne  in  mind. 
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OTHER  SPECIES  IN  THE  AYTHYA  GENUS 

Two  other  species  in  the  Aythya  genus  most  likely  to  occur  in  Britain  must  also 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  possible  confusion  from  hybrids.  These  are  the 
Ring-necked  Duck,  which  has  occurred  about  twelve  times  and  may  be  supp¬ 
lemented  by  “escapes”,  and  the  Lesser  Scaup  which  so  far  has  not  been  recorded 
in  Britain. 

The  male  Ring-necked  Duck  is  unmistakable  if  its  diagnostic  patterned  bill 
is  seen  well.  In  general  appearance,  nevertheless,  the  Hybrid  F  (Baer’s  Pochard 
type)  can  resemble  the  Ring-necked  at  a  distance,  even  to  the  duller  flanks,  and 
care  should  be  taken  to  check  the  bill.  This  is  totally  different  in  the  hybrid, 
being  patterned  like  a  Ferruginous  Duck’s  but  tipped  like  a  Tufted  Duck’s. 


The  female  Ring-necked  Duck  is  more  likely  to  be  overlooked  than  misident- 
ified.  Nevertheless,  because  there  are  species  and  hybrids  of  similar  appearance, 
full  details  of  the  bill  and  facial  pattern  must  be  obtained  if  the  record  is  to  stand 
up  to  scrutiny. 

The  Lesser  Scaup,  against  a  confusing  background  of  hybrids  and  “escapes”, 
seems  unlikely  to  be  accepted  as  a  first  record  for  Britain  in  any  other  form 
than  an  adult  male  in  full  plumage.  Already  it  has  linked  with  hybrids,  although 
rather  superficially,  and  any  record  will  have  to  be  indisputably  supported  by 
evidence  ruling  out  all  possible  hybrids  as  well  as  known  hybrids.  The  male 
Lesser  Scaup  resembles  the  Scaup,  but  can  be  separated  by  its  blue  head  sheen 
and  “dented”  head  shape,  and  smaller  proportions.  Its  bill  pattern  rules  out  all 
hybrids,  except  possibly  the  Hybrid  A  (Scaup  type)  and  any  crosses  from  the 
Lesser  Scaup  itself  which  may  conceivably  occur  in  the  wild,  e.g.  in  north-west 
Canada  where  the  species’  ranges  overlap. 


DISCUSSION 

Species  of  the  Aythya  genus  appear  to  be  particularly  fertile  when  interbreeding 
and,  with  the  advent  of  more  wildfowl  being  kept  in  collections,  the  possibility  of 
even  more  hybrids  occurring  in  the  field  must  always  be  borne  in  mind.  Likewise, 
as  has  been  hinted  at,  the  identification  of  even  a  simple  species  like  the  Ferru¬ 
ginous  Duck  must  also  take  into  account  similar  “White-eye”  species  in  the 
genus.  Gillham  et  al  have  shown  the  importance  of  a  full  study  of  all  described 
hybrids,  and  observers  are  reminded  that  descriptions  of  hybrids  also  form  an 
important  ornithological  contribution,  not  only  in  keeping  track  of  hybrids  but 
also  showing  the  variations  that  occur.  More  study  is  needed  on  the  hybrids  of 
nearctic  species,  and  on  the  appearance  of  female  and  immature  hybrids. 


Above ,  a  drake  Scaup, 
showing  finely-tipped 
blue-grey  bill. 

Right,  a  drake  hybrid  ‘B’ 
(the  ‘Lesser  Scaup’  type) 
in  the  foreground  with  a 
female  Pochard  behind. 
Note  wide  black  bill-tip 
of  the  hybrid. 


Plate  1 

Some  species  and 
hybrids  compared. 


Above ,  a  pair  of  hybrids  ‘E‘ 
(the  Paget’s  Pochard), 
demonstrating  a  close 
similarity  to  Ferriginous 
Ducks,  except  for  broader 
bill-tips. 

Left,  a  drake  Ferruginous 
Duck.  Note  diagnostic 
white  eye  and  finely- 
tipped  bill. 


■ 
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JMMARY 

This  paper  draws  attention  to  the  problems  of  identifying  species  of  the  Ay  thy  a 
,enus,  particularly  Scaup  and  Ferruginous  Duck,  in  relation  to  Aythya  hybrids 
>f  similar  general  appearance,  and  is  intended  to  encourage  observers  to  look 
nore  critically  at  these  species  in  the  field. 
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Notes 

Oystercatchers  breeding  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex.  On  June  26th, 
walking  along  a  drainage  channel  cut  across  an  area  of  dry  overgrown  mud  on 
Rainham  Marsh  when  two  Oystercatchers  circled,  calling  loudly,  and  then 
repeatedly  flew  or  ran  a  short  distance  as  if  to  lead  me.  I  retreated  to  cover  on 
‘he  nearby  rubbish  dump  and  watched  the  birds  return  to  a  strip  of  bare  earth 
pread  alongside  the  channel  from  which  it  had  been  dug  (two  or  three  pairs  of 
^apwing  were  occupying  similar  habitat).  One  bird  sat  and  the  other  stood 
ibout  fifteen  yards  away.  The  sitting  bird  got  up  twice  to  poke  about  and  turn 
round ;  when  two  men  approached  it  walked  away  while  they  were  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  distant  and  waited  until  they  were  past  before  flying  noisily 
round,  and  only  returned  when  they  were  well  away. 

On  June  29th  I  found  two  eggs  in  a  slight  hollow  in  the  finely  broken  dry  mud. 
A  few  pieces  of  plant  stem  were  also  present,  but  as  similar  material  was  scattered 
about  the  area,  these  may  not  have  been  nest  lining.  At  intervals  of  about  a 
week  I  checked  that  the  birds  were  present.  From  July  15th  the  mud  strip  was 
often  occupied  by  gulls  waiting  for  the  next  rubbish  train,  and  the  Oystercatcher 
sat  in  the  middle  of  them.  Two  eggs  were  still  being  incubated  on  July  31st,  but 
on  my  next  visit  on  Aug.  14th  I  found  no  bird  and  only  one  egg,  which  had 
apparently  been  broken  open  and  eaten.  I  suspect  that  the  eggs  had  been 
deserted  after  failing  to  hatch.  For  some  weeks  before  I  found  the  nest  and 
during  incubation  I  saw  one  or  two  Oystercatchers  feeding  on  the  Thames  shore, 
but  found  none  after  July. 
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At  Swanscombe,  about  six  miles  further  downstream  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Thames,  another  pair  of  Oystercatchers  was  present  during  May,  and  in  July 
L.  F.  Woolard  saw  tw’o  downy  young  with  the  pair,  but  the  final  success  was  not 
known. 

These  two  pairs  are  the  first  Oystercatchers  known  to  have  bred  in  the  L.N. 
H.S.  Area.  The  use  by  the  Rainham  pair  of  the  Thames  foreshore  for  feeding  is 
interesting,  and  it  is  tempting  to  suggest  that  the  cleaner  conditions  in  the  river 
in  recent  years  may  have  enabled  a  food  supply  to  become  established,  sufficient 
to  support  a  small  breeding  population  of  Oystercatchers. 

K.  Noble ,  48  Coolgardie  Avenue,  Chigwell ,  Essex. 


The  Yellow  Wagtail  in  London.  I  was  most  interested  to  read  the  note  by  L.  W. 
Cornelius  (1971)  concerning  the  proved  breeding  of  Yellow  Wagtails  near 
Vauxhall  Bridge  as  in  my  youth  in  the  south-east  London  suburbs  of  Greenwich 
and  Woolwich  I  regarded  this  species  as  one  of  the  characteristic  birds  of  waste 
gound  in  the  otherwise  built-up  areas. 

During  the  period  1943-53  they  nested  regularly  on  all  rough  waste  ground 
beside  the  River  Thames  from  Greenwich  to  Plumstead.  For  example,  in  1952 
at  least  30  pairs  bred  or  w?ere  believed  to  have  bred.  The  vegetation  was  very' 
similar  to  that  described  for  the  Vauxhall  Bridge  site  with  Wall  Rocket, 
Diplotaxis  tenuifolia,  Oxford  Ragwort,  Mugwort,  Rosebay  Willowherb  and 
Common  Melilot  dominant.  Much  of  the  waste  ground  consisted  of  rubble 
dumped  on  the  former  Thames  marshes  from  the  immense  bombed  areas  of 
London.  It  was  the  dumping  of  similar  rubble  from  bombed  sites  that  led  to 
Yellow  Wagtails  breeding  regularly  during  the  same  years  on  the  more  inland 
localities  of  Blackheath  and  Woolwich  Common  as  soon  as  they  became 
colonised  by  plants.  With  the  reclamation  of  these  areas  on  Blackheath  (where 
up  to  5  pairs  bred  annually),  for  playing  fields,  the  Yellow'  Wagtail  eventually 
disappeared  as  a  breeding  species  by  1948.  A  pair,  however,  in  1951  raised  a 
brood  near  a  busy  road  and  although  a  male  was  also  present  during  the  1952 
breeding  season,  it  failed  to  attract  a  mate.  Cornelius  concludes  that  breeding 
in  Inner  London  represents  “the  result  of  the  availability  of  this  type  of  habitat . . . 
rather  than  any  general  extension  of  the  species’  breeding  range  towards  the 
centre  of  London”.  P.  J.  Grant  (1971)  writing  of  the  Surrey  Commercial  Docks 
remarks  that  “birds  will  quickly  take  advantage  of  suitable  waste  ground  in 
urban  surroundings  in  London,  even  if  these  habitats  are  only  of  a  temporary 
nature”.  I  entirely  agree:  before  the  establishment  and  growth  of  London  the 
Yellow  Wagtail  presumably  bred  all  along  the  Thames  banks  from  the  estuary, 
through  where  the  city  now’  stands,  to  the  upper  Thames  valley  around  Oxford 
and  beyond,  as  it  still  does  today  w'here  suitable  habitat  remains. 

In  spring,  migrants  fly  up  the  Thames  valley  from  the  estuary  to  reach  their 
upper  breeding  areas  and  no  doubt  some  are  quick  to  colonize  new  habitats 
which  become  available  in  former  breeding  grounds,  however  remarkable  and 
unsuitable  these  may  appear  to  us. 


REFERENCES 


93 


REFERENCES 

Cornelius,  L.  W.  1971.  “Yellow  Wagtails  breeding  in  Inner  London”. 
London  Bird  Report  35  for  1970:  92 

Grant,  P.  J.  1971.  “Birds  at  Surrey  Commercial  Docks”.  London  Bird 
Report  35  for  1970:  87-91 

London  Natural  History  Society,  1964.  “The  Birds  of  the  London  Area 
Since  1900.  London. 

London  Natural  History  Society,  1948-1954,  London  Bird  Reports  12-18 
for  1947-1953. 


J.  F.  Burton ,  BBC  Natural  History  Unit ,  Broadcasting  House ,  Bristol  BS8  2LR. 


. 


- 

- 

A 


Notes  for  Contributors 


Papers  or  short  notes  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area  are 
welcomed,  and  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor  (address  in  Programme) 
by  the  end  of  February  for  publication  in  the  same  year.  Contributors  are 
asked  to  study  these  notes  with  care,  to  save  themselves  and  the  Editor  un¬ 
necessary  work  in  the  revision  of  manuscripts. 

As  a  general  guide  to  presentation  and  layout,  authors  should  consult  the 
examples  in  this  issue,  and  they  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to  the  foilwing: 

English  names  of  species  should  have  capital  initials  for  each  word,  except 
after  a  hyphen  (e.g.  Reed  Bunting,  Black-headed  Gull),  but  group  names 
should  not  (e.g.  buntings,  gulls). 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  in  brackets,  immediately 
after  the  first  mention  of  the  English  name,  although  it  may  sometimes  be 
more  convenient  to  list  them  in  an  appendix. 

Dates  should  be  in  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1969. 

Reference  lists,  and  their  use  in  the  text,  should  follow  the  examples  in  this 
or  previous  issues. 

Tables  and  Figures  should  be  on  separate  sheets,  clearly  numbered.  Line 
drawings  should  be  in  indian  ink  on  good  quality  white  drawing  paper, 
preferably  larger  than  the  size  finally  intended.  Captions  should  be 
submitted  separately,  and  lettering  on  maps,  diagrams,  etc.,  may  be  pencilled 
on  an  overlay  as  these  can  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Standard  base  maps  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  for  plotting  ringing 
recoveries,  distributions,  etc.  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor  with  instructions 
for  their  use. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  the  author  for  checking,  but  only  essential  corrections 
can  be  made  at  this  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  will  be  supplied  on  request. 


